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Fall Back!
Don’t forget to set
your clocks back 
Saturday night

Eagle scout
pays respect to

local vets
Page 7

Trick-or-Treating Hours
Cass City - 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Gagetown - 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Kingston - 6:00 to 7 p.m.

Owendale - 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Ubly - 5:30 to 7 p.m.

CASS CITY’S annual Pink-or-Treat event again

drew hundreds of area residents to the downtown

area last week. The crew at Knights Insurance

reported serving up 1,100 hotdogs, while Krysta

Boyce at the Chronicle (above left), along with a

small army of helpers, gave away roughly 860

cupcakes.

Village manager
receives positive
council evaluation

Commissioners step in
with center water plan

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

While officials representing the
city of Caro and Indianfields
Township officials remain at odds
over who is responsible for pro-
viding municipal water to the new
state hospital in Caro, county of-
ficials have stepped in with a pos-
sible solution that will be explored
in the coming weeks.
The state wants municipal water

provided to the new Caro Psychi-
atric Hospital, but the city and
township are at a loggerhead over
building a 1.9-mile water line to
the new facility at a cost of $2.4
million.

During a meeting of the Tuscola
County Board of Commissioners
Thursday, county officials ap-
proved hiring Schellenbarger En-
gineering and Surveying of
Lansing to conduct a study target-
ing the feasibility of utilizing ex-
isting wells on the grounds of the
Caro Center.

Mike Carpenter of Rowe Engi-
neering has suggested that the ex-
isting wells along with a water
tower could be rehabilitated.

A Schellenbarger Engineering
crew will evaluate the condition of
the current water system at the
Caro Center, and work with state
officials to determine current and
future water needs, emergency
power needs, needed improve-
ments, and operational costs. The
company’s services will cost
$5,000.
If the option proves feasible, en-

gineering and legal costs could be
incorporated in the bonds that
would be issued by the county for
the project, and it should be a
much cheaper option than $2.4
million, according to Tuscola
County Controller Mike
Hoagland.

“After lengthy discussions with
(attorney) John Axe, the county is
stepping in with this to get the
project done,” said Commissioner
Kim Vaughan, noting Caro offi-
cials have said they controlled the
water’s cost and “could limit or
shut down service.”

Indianfields Township Supervi-
sor Ray Rendon pointed out that
the township didn’t have an op-
portunity to become involved
until recently, and he believed the
city was taking the lead on the
project.
“I feel this was handled wrong in

not including the township in this
from the beginning,” stated Ren-
don.
Although the township is amica-

ble to allowing the water line ex-
tension, they are concerned about
city officials wanting to annex
more land, resulting in a loss of
tax revenue for the township.

City officials have reservations
about being able to recoup the cost
of the project from water sales,
and Mayor Joe Green said the city
could impose restrictions on water
usage.
“We have been watching this un-

fold and the disagreements be-
tween the township and city. It is
evident the county has to take the
lead on this so an architect is

Please turn to page 8.

It’s Schuette vs. Whitmer
in race for next governor

Tuesday vote will decide rec
use of marijuana in Michigan

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Voters will decide the fate of a
statewide proposal next week that
could make Michigan the first
state in the Midwest to legalize
use of recreational marijuana.

The initiative – one of three
statewide proposals slated to ap-
pear on the Tuesday, Nov. 6, elec-

tion ballot — was spearheaded by
the Coalition to Regulate Mari-
juana Like Alcohol.
If approved, the initiative would:
*Allow individuals 21 and older

to purchase, possess and use mar-
ijuana and marijuana-infused edi-
bles, and grow up to 12 marijuana
plants for personal consumption.

*Impose a 10-ounce limit for
marijuana kept at residences and

Please turn to page 6.

require amounts over 2.5 ounces
be secured in locked containers.

*Create a state licensing system
for marijuana businesses and
allow municipalities to ban or re-
strict them.
*Permit retail sales of marijuana

and edibles subject to a 10-percent
tax, dedicated to implementation
costs, clinical trials, schools,
roads, and municipalities where

Please turn to page 6.

Term limits set the stage for a heated battle over who will serve as
Michigan’s next governor, and Thumb area voters will join their peers
across the state in filling the seat held by Republican Rick Snyder since
2011.
Leading the pack of candidates are current Michigan Attorney General

Bill Schuette, a Lansing Republican who has selected Lisa Posthumus
Lyons, Grand Rapids, as his running mate, and Democratic challenger
Gretchen Whitmer, an East Lansing resident and former state legislator
who has named Darlin D. Gilchrist, Detroit, as her running mate.

Schuette’s resume includes serving in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives (10th District) from 1985 through 1991. A former director of the
Michigan Department of Agriculture, he was elected to the state senate
(35th District) in 1994 and served until 2003. He also served as a judge
on the Michigan Fourth District Court of Appeals before winning elec-
tion as attorney general in 2010.

Whitmer served as a member of the Michigan House of Representa-

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

As part of Monday’s regular monthly meeting, the Cass City Village
Council went into back-to-back closed sessions for about an hour to
conduct an evaluation of the village manager’s performance, and to dis-
cuss contract negotiations for some employees.
It was village Manager Debbie Powell’s first performance review since

she took over the position in September 2017.
“Her evaluation was very positive,” said Trustee Nancy Barrios. “Her

salary will be $77,500 starting Nov. 1, and she will have a $4,200 ve-
hicle allowance per year starting Nov. 1.”
Powell’s starting salary was $70,000.
When the 2018 budget was being set up in December 2017, the council

outlined a number of benchmarks/goals for Powell to focus on initially.
Those goals included working to assist in the development of a grocery
store, jobs and economic development, wastewater treatment plant im-
provements, street improvements, blight elimination, and improvements
to the parks, basketball courts and to the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool.

Please turn to page 11.
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Officials eye
proposal to
repair dam

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

It appears that “come hell or low
water,” the Caro dam will be fixed
one way or another.

The 112 year old dam has two
gates, one of which failed in April
2014, resulting in lower water lev-
els in the Cass River and in Caro
Lake.
Eric Fox has privately owned the

dam since about 2003.
For the last four years, there have

been various suggestions on how
to fix the dam to get the river and
lake levels back up.

The latest suggestion pitched by
Caro Councilman Rick Lipan is
for Fox, Indianfields Township,
the city of Caro, and Tuscola
County to share the cost of repair-
ing the gate to help promote recre-
ation in the area.
“The estimated cost for the repair

is about $60,000 with each paying
$15,000, and for Eric to pay more
if the cost goes over the estimated
$60,000,” explained Lipan.

Because the dam is privately
owned, Fox can leave the broken
gate, repair the gate with a Michi-
gan Department of Environmental
Quality (MDEQ) permit, or re-
move the dam with a MOEQ per-
mit. The state could also step in
and condemn the structure.

According to Lipan, if the state
gets involved, the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) will
probably have the dam torn out.
“If that happens, we’ll see at least

a two-foot drop upstream from the
dam,” he said, noting dam repairs
would raise Cass River levels up-
stream toward Cass City, then it
could be stocked with fish.

There are people from through-
out the Thumb who use the Cass
River and Caro Lake for fishing,
kayaking and canoeing. Chippewa
Landing, located south of Caro off
M-24, has a boat launch that re-
ceived considerable use until the
water level went down.

Lipan said if the dam was fixed
and the water level raised, it
would lure boaters and fisherman
back to the area, and he is trying
to get bids from companies to do
the repair work.

Or, if funding was forthcoming,
Lipan, who owns Majestic Con-
struction, and Fox said they would
work together to repair the dam
using the same method that was
used to build the flood gates.

“The design lasted more than
100 years. The reason the gate
broke was because one of the
trunnion pins rusted through,” he
explained.
The one gate that is still function-

ing is under pressure from debris
that has built up. If the second
gate fails, the Cass River could
become just a creek.

The Cass River Greenway Com-
mittee (CRG), a grassroots group,
has been working to clean up the
Cass River and develop it as an
eco-tourism attraction, and is try-
ing to have the waterway desig-
nated a National Water Trail.
For 10 years, CRG members and

volunteers have cleaned up sec-
tions of the river each year. Dur-
ing that time, the river
downstream of Bridgeport to Cass
City has been cleaned. For the last
two years, CRG’s efforts focused
on cleaning up two sections of the
river towards Caro. And, there are
still several more miles of the
river that still need to be cleaned.

The dam was built in 1906 to
provide water for the Michigan
Sugar Company. It was recon-
structed in 1928 as a hydroelectric
dam to provide power to Caro, but
had been out of service for several
years when Fox bought it.

Indianfields Township along
with city and county officials are
each having their attorneys review
the proposal to repair the dam.

As part of the Cass River devel-
opment in 2015, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers stabilized the
163-year old Frankenmuth Dam
with a $3.5 million project. The
work included installation of a
rock-ramp structure and stone
weirs on top of the dam to form a
step-pool of 300 feet downstream
from the current dam head to
allow fish passage upstream to
spawn. Fish were planted last
month in the Frankenmuth area.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Fashion police enforcement

was a photo in a newspaper featuring the president
wearing a straw hat on Sept. 18. His fashion error
was pointed out on the front page of newspapers na-
tionwide.
Little by little, the fashion of having to wear a straw

hat in the summer and to abandon it in mid-Septem-
ber fell out of fashion.

However, the unwritten rule of not wearing white
after Labor Day still remains in place for some, but
at least there are no fashion police or angry mobs en-
forcing it.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

In a back closet in the old farmhouse was an odd
looking straw hat with a blue cloth band around the
crown. The weaving was so tight, the hat didn’t bend
or give at all. I never saw my father wear it.

After my parents passed, I found some old paper-
work that showed my father had paid 50 cents for the
hat and $1 for a white silk scarf. Back in the early
1900s, those were extravagant purchases, and appar-
ently must-have items for the dapper man about
town, according to what was written in one of the
family journals.

While he was always neatly dressed, I never con-
sidered my father to be a snappy dresser or thought
of him as a young man just trying to fit in.

Also, I never understood why he was so adamant
about mom and I not wearing anything white after
Labor Day.
I’ve heard the expression “fashion police.” I figured

it was just a term used for one of those new reality
shows on cable TV.

One thing about being semi-retired, I have a lot of
time on my hands to read, do research and watch tel-
evision. Because of that, I learned a lot about dad’s
straw hat and about his rule of wearing no white after
Labor Day.

According to the information I found, there really
were fashion police, especially in the 1920s, and
some of that mindset took their job a little too seri-
ously. Back then, it was a hard and fast rule that straw
hats had to be put in the closet on Sept. 15. After that
date, men were to switch to warmer cloth head gear.
For some reason, fashion-minded youths started tar-

geting wearing those straw hats back in the 1920s, a
few days before the shutoff deadline to stop wearing
them. The quirky youthful uprising quickly turned
violent, with near riots and clubs and boards with
nails used on those who broke the straw-hat rule.
To wear a straw hat after Sept. 15 was a fashion faux

pas that was unforgivable, and fully allowed anyone
to snatch the straw hat off a man’s head and destroy
it if he wore it after that date. And, the person who
wore a straw hat after that date could receive public
shaming for doing so, in addition to having his hat
destroyed.

Even predominate figures, businessmen and heads
of state had to toe the line on the head gear and the
timeline of wearing it. President Calvin Coolidge
learned that the hard way when he wasn’t a dedicated
follower of fashion. The story goes that in 1925, there

Fall prevention key
to avoiding injuries

An aging population brings with it an increase for emer-
gency room visits due to falls, especially during the winter
months, which is why Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) officials are encouraging res-
idents to learn about ways to prevent accidents.

“Falls are the leading cause of fatal injury for older
adults in the state, with one out of four people age 65 and
older falling each year,” said MDHHS Director Nick
Lyon. “I urge Michiganders to learn about how to protect
ourselves, our friends and our family members from falls
through community resources designed to improve activity,
energy and independence.”

Fall-related deaths are on the rise in Michigan.
Falls are also the leading cause of traumatic brain in-

juries and injury-related hospitalizations for the senior
population. Falls resulted in 804 deaths in 2015 for people
aged 65 and older in Michigan, and 15,689 people of this
same age group were hospitalized from fall-related in-
juries.

In 2015, medical costs for falls totaled more than $50
billion in the United States. These costs do not account for
the long-term effects of injuries sustained by falling, in-
cluding disability, dependence on others and lost time from
work and household duties.

To help combat this issue, MDHHS Aging and Adults
Services Agency (AASA) is partnering with the Area Agen-
cies on Aging Association of Michigan (4AM) and the
Brain Injury Association of Michigan to encourage resi-
dents to learn about and use community resources and
programs designed to improve activity, energy and inde-
pendence.

A combination of interventions can significantly reduce
falls.
Experts recommend a physical activity regimen with bal-

ance, strength training and flexibility components; con-
sulting with a health professional about getting a fall risk
assessment; having medications reviewed periodically;
getting eyes and hearing checked annually; and making
sure the home environment is safe and supportive.

Senior centers across the United States have evidence-
based programs like Matter of Balance and Tai Chi, which
help older adults gain strength, improve balance and in-
crease confidence.
In Michigan, Matter of Balance programs are offered at

senior centers and many other locations. The eight-session
class teaches participants about what can interfere with
their balance, and what simple exercises they can do at
home to gain strength.
“Falls and even the fear of falling can make older adults

afraid to join friends and families on outings and can con-
tribute to feelings of isolation and loneliness,” said Ryan
Cowmeadow, 4AM executive director. “Thousands of
older Michiganians have completed this free program,
which has helped build their confidence and allowed them
to be more active.”

More than 6,300 older adults in Michigan have com-
pleted this program, and benefit from an increased sense
of control and fewer restrictions in their lives. Visit Michi-
gan.gov/aging to find your local Area Agency on Aging.
For resources and tips on how to work with your clinician

to prevent falls, visit the MDHHS Injury and Violence Pre-
vention Unit webpage at Michigan.gov/injuryprevention.
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Halloween is filled with excitement and spooky
tricks, but with Halloween being the deadliest night
of the year for pedestrians, the Michigan State Po-
lice is reminding parents to make safety a priority. 
On average, children are more than twice as likely

to be hit by a car and killed on Halloween than on
any other day of the year, according to Safe Kids
Worldwide. 

“Part of enjoying Halloween festivities is recog-
nizing possible dangers and taking precautions,”
said Trooper Hilary House, Michigan State Police.
“There are potential risks involved with trick-or-
treating, but with the proper safety measures every-
one can have an enjoyable and safe Halloween.”
Here are some Trick-or-treat safety tips: 
* Children of any age should be accompanied by
an adult.
* Cross the street only at corners or crosswalks.  
* Do not cross the street between parked cars.
* Carry a flashlight.
* Wear light-colored or reflective-type clothing so
you are more visible.
* Accept treats at the door and never go into a
stranger’s house.
* Stay in familiar neighborhoods.  Plan your route
and share it with your family.
* Stay in a group. 
* Only visit homes that have the porch light on.
* Stay in populated and well-lit areas.  Do not cut
through back alleys or fields.  
* Make sure all costumes are flame retardant.
Avoid walking too close to open fires, candles and
jack-o-lanterns.
* Make sure an adult inspects all candy before eat-
ing it.  Do not eat candy that is already opened.
* Be sure to follow community curfew rules.

**********    

Here’s a Halloween tale, if memory serves me
right.

It was in my early high school years – 1974 or
1975 – and I was a member on the Cass City junior
varsity football team. We weren’t very good, in fact,
winless, I am quite certain.
Anyway, back then we suited up at the high school

and walked together as a team to the recreational
park field for our games – one that fell on Hal-
loween night.
Since we were dressed in our uniforms, you guess

it, several squad members decided to trick-or-treat
on the way to the park.

You can bet that Coach Don Schelke nearly
popped a vein about our poor decision.

**********    

With the 2018 race season winding down, the Sil-
ver Bullet Speedway is gearing up for the 2019 rac-
ing season reports race fan Mary Drier. Although
the official start to next season’s 64th opening night
of the track is several months away and several up-
grades are already underway at the Owendale dirt
track.

“We are replacing the lighting in the infield. We
are putting up 39-foot poles that will have a six-foot
cement base that will make them 45-foot tall,” said
Matt Hoonhout, who has co-owned the track with
his brother Nick since 2013.   
“The 15 stadium lights that are going up will have

more power. The lights are 9,000 watts and replace
the 6,000 watt lights that are there now. Maurer
Electric (Bad Axe) is doing the work.”
Also, replacing the poles is a safety issue because

of the August 2, 2015, tornado that hit the Owen-
dale area.

“Back when the tornado came through, it twisted
one of the poles and cracked it so only about a third
of the pole was still holding,” explained Hoonhout.
Another upgrade being planned for next year is re-

placing some of the fencing and possibly adding
more picnic tables. 
“We’d like to replace at least half of the front fence

from the flag pole to the east end,” he said. “That’s
what we are hoping to do, but we don’t know for
sure if that is feasible yet. 
“Last year we put in all new lights in the pit area,

put in cement pads and seven new poles with nine
new lights that have electrical outlets rather than
drivers having to use a generator - that was the big
project last year,” he said. 

Other improvements the Hoonhouts have done
since they took over was implementing electronic
scoring, re-graveling the drives, adding a new pit
building, concession stand remodeling with com-
mercial grade appliances, and expanding mud bog
pit. And, they switched the race format to be the
fourth one in the state to be a IMCA Modified Track
rather than being an UMP sanctioned track. 

Point of view from
just a deer hunter
I’m probably not qualified to speak on the topic of

a quality deer hunt in great detail with many of the
other hunters out there today, probably because I’ve
never attended any of the QDM or whitetail ban-
quets, where I could be better informed on what I
should be thinking (the cost of the ticket itself was
my deterrent, probably suggesting my social status
in the deer hunting world). However, I would like
to express what I do know from my own experi-
ences.

I’m a “sneak-and-peek” hunter, which means is I
spend the majority of my hunts sneaking around the
woods, picking spots to stop and watch while trying
to pick up on deer before they pick up on me. Yeah,
I lose more than I win, but please let me take you on
a couple of my adventures.

Deer season 2017 — Took a day off work to do a
sneak and peak hunt behind my house. I was a cou-
ple of hours into the hunt and was on my fourth post
(just standing and looking while leaning on a tree)
when I spotted him, just a portion of his head, and
he was heading my direction. I squared up my posi-
tion, knowing he was on a path that would pass
within 20 yards of me.
The plan unfolded just as I had hoped; at 17 yards

I put an arrow right where it needed to be. The deer
bolted and disappeared into the brush. It was then
my adrenalin kicked in. I started shaking and ques-
tioning if my shot really hit where I thought it hit.
After a few moments, I went over and retrieved my
arrow. The blood was good, and reaffirmed that my
shot was true. I recovered that deer within 50 yards

Please turn to page 12.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Justin A. Brinkman, 38, Caro,
pleaded guilty to a charge of do-
mestic violence, third offense,
June 18 in Caro. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony
convictions).

In a separate case, Brinkman
pleaded guilty to charges of un-
lawfully driving away an automo-
bile, malicious destruction of
property totaling $1,000 to
$20,000, possession of a firearm
by a felon, possession of a firearm
in the commission of a felony, and
operating a motor vehicle with a
high BAC (blood alcohol content)
July 14, also in Caro.
Pre-sentence investigations were

ordered in the cases, bond was
continued at a combined $58,000,
and the defendant was remanded
to the custody of the sheriff’s de-
partment. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Eric C. Dunham, 45, Clio,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
and possession of a controlled
substance, subsequent offense,
Jan. 9 in Tuscola Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $1,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*James L. Tinker, 33, Fenton,
pleaded no contest to two counts
of delivery/manufacture of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 50 grams), and breaking
and entering a building with intent
to commit larceny March 12,
2012, in Caro. He was also con-
viction of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony
conviction).
In a separate case, he pleaded no

contest to conducting a criminal
enterprise between Dec. 15, 2011,
and Nov. 13, 2015, in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigations
were ordered in both cases, bond
was continued at a combined
$20,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody to the
Michigan Department of Correc-
tions (MDOC). Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Franklin B. Holcomb, 64, De-
ford, pleaded no contest to assault
with a dangerous weapon (felo-
nious assault) Aug. 19 in Novesta
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Dennis L. Jones, 39, Mayville,
was ordered to pay court costs and

fines totaling $1,008 plus attor-
neys fees of $500 following his
plea of guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by
failing to immediately notify his
local registering authority of a
change in address between Nov.
17, 2017, and July 5, 2018, in
Mayville. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

*Aaron R. Loesel, 29, Vassar,
was sentenced to 180 days in the
county jail following his plea of
no contest to a charge of at-
tempted breaking and entering a
building with intent to commit lar-
ceny March 2 in Vassar.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $258.

*Brady M. Wilber, 25, Milling-
ton, pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Dec. 18 in Millington. In a sepa-

rate case, he pleaded guilty to
charges of delivery/manufacture
of five to 45 kilograms of mari-
juana or a synthetic equivalent, or
20 to 200 plants; and
delivery/manufacture of mari-
juana or a synthetic equivalent
July 12, 2017, in Millington
Township.
Pre-sentence investigations were

ordered in the cases, bond was
continued at a combined $20,000
and the defendant was remanded
to the custody of the sheriff’s de-
partment. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Tammy L. Randolph, 48,
Brown City, pleaded guilty to pos-
session of marijuana or a synthetic
equivalent, subsequent offense,
and operating a motor vehicle
with marijuana/THC in her body
June 15 in Wells Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Voters in Novesta Township will
be asked to approve a special,
one-time millage to fund the
township’s roadside mowing pro-
gram during the Tuesday, Nov. 6,
general election.

The township approved placing
a one-mill request on the ballot in
order to pay for equipment re-
pairs/upgrades.

If approved, the tax would be
levied for one year – 2019 – and
would cost the owner of a home
with a market value of $80,000
about $40.

“Currently, the township has
committed to provide roadside
mowing twice a year. To accom-
plish this…we are utilizing our
1982 International tractor and our
2004 Bush Hog SM 60,” township
Supervisor Chad Daniels said in a
letter mailed out to residents last

week. “Both of these pieces of
equipment are in need of some se-
rious attention.
“The plan is simple,” Daniels ex-

plained. “If the millage passes, we
will make the necessary upgrades
and/or repairs within our budget-
ary means and continue this prac-
tice of mowing twice a year. If the
millage is voted down, we will
scale back to hopefully roadside
mow one time a year until the
equipment is no longer usable.”
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

This is the best
(worst) job I know

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
Jon Zdrojewski portrayed former

U-M Track and Field star and
Olympian James K. Brooker dur-
ing Sunday’s inaugural Elkland
Township Cemetery Walk tours,
which featured local actors pre-
senting brief programs on some of
the residents whose past contribu-
tions to the community helped to
create the Cass City of today. The
event raised $700 for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Eighteen-year-old Nick Kar-
wowski figures his interest in
music should give him a leg up on
a career as an audio engineer
someday. Even if he were to have
a change of heart, though, he
knows he has the self-discipline,
confidence and enough leadership
skills to take him just about any-
where he wants to go in the
months and years ahead. And he
says a lifetime of involvement in
scouting helped prepare him for
that future. Karwowski, the son of
the Rev. Mark and Lisa Kar-
wowski, Cass City, recently
capped off nearly a dozen years in
scouting by earning the highest
rank offered in the Boy Scouts —
the Eagle.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)
Add the title of cross-country re-

gional champion to the long list of
athletic achievements for Cass
City senior Lukas Varney. Varney,
a 5- sport varsity letter winner,
posted a time of 17:04 Saturday at
the Division 3 regional in Bad Axe
to earn medallist honors, while
leading the Red Hawks to the
team crown. 
Jonathan Grady, a friend who has

a utopia of possible careers, was
asked to design the front logo of
the shirt. He recreated the Mighty
Ducks emblem into the new and
improved Mighty Hawks emblem.
Not even a Cass City graduate
himself, Grady worked to incor-
porate as many aspects of Cass
City Public Schools as possible.
The motto of Charlie Conway and
the Mighty Ducks, you might re-
call is, “Ducks fly together.” The
fresh motto of Supt. Mr. Ron Wil-
son and Cass City Public Schools
is, “Hawks fly together.”

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
Two returning students at Alma

College, Dalton Coe of Cass City
and Jason Robertson, now of East
Tawas and formerly of Cass City,
were awarded scholarships. Coe
earned a performance scholarship
in instrumental music and Robert-
son, a presidential scholarship.  

Randy and Carmen Damm, Deb
and Don Ross and Danelle Lavery
attended a surprise 30th birthday
party for Michelle Whittaker Fri-
day night at the home of Kris and
Dave Nickel in Caro. Also attend-
ing was Michelle’s husband,
Larry.

Kevin Merchant announces the
birth of his new brother, James
Dean. James was born Oct. 14 and
weighed 9 pounds, 2 ounces and
was 21 1/2 inches long. Parents
are Deanna and Dan Merchant.
Grandparents are Dean and Nancy
Hutchinson and Bill and Marlene
Merchant. Great-grandparents are
Hazen and Margaret Brown. 

35 YEARS AGO (1983) 
Rev. James McCallum officiated

at the baptism of nine-month-old
Michelle Patrice, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel Derfiny, during
the Sunday morning worship serv-
ice at Trinity United Methodist
Church. Here for the weekend and
to attend the baptism were Mrs.
Derfiny’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
John Shirley of Kalamazoo.

Mrs. Marie Jetta and Mrs. Don
Lorentzen attended a dinner Sun-
day at the John Schnell home at
Richville. The birthday of Mrs.
Jetta was celebrated with the
birthday cake from Anne Marie
Lorentzen of Saginaw. The dinner
is held annually by a group of
nurses honoring their parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Tracy and
their guests, Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Brown, were callers Friday
evening at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Duane O’Dell of rural De-
ford to see the new baby, Laura
Ann, born Oct. 6 in Caro Commu-
nity Hospital. She joins a 3-1/2-
year-old brother Jason at home.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 
The 1978 Cass City Home-com-

There are days when I wholeheartedly agree with the career rankings
put out by the job-hunting website, CareerCast, which for years has rou-
tinely placed journalism near the bottom of the employment barrel in
this country.
Fortunately, there are many more days when I couldn’t disagree more.
CareerCast annually ranks more than 200 U.S. occupations from best

to worst, based on work environment, emotional factors, income level,
outlook, employment prospects and stress, although it’s worth noting
the website doesn’t measure job satisfaction or include input from work-
ers who are actually employed in their chosen professions.
Careers in STEM — mathematician, statistician, data scientist and ac-

tuary — shape the best jobs of 2018, which is no deviation from recent
trends. However, a job tracked by the Jobs Rated Report for the first
time — genetic counselor – is number one. And, with 29 percent growth
outlook, jobs experts say this healthcare field speaks to the advance-
ments rapidly taking over our job landscape.
The top jobs list also includes university professor, occupational ther-

apist, medical services manager, software developer, speech pathologist,
audiologist, dental hygienist, physicist, radiation therapist and physical
therapist.  
Not surprisingly, one of the worst jobs of 2018, taxi driver, has seen a

sharp decline in the hiring outlook, with stagnating pay as a result of
ride-sharing apps — apps that were scarcely used just a few years ago.
There’s no telling how much the job landscape will change in the fu-
ture.

Also near the top (bottom?) of worst careers are retail sales person,
advertising sales worker, pest control, painter, fire fighter, chef, logger,
bus/truck driver, construction laborer, painter, disc jockey and enlisting
in the U.S. military.
Thinking about becoming a corrections officer? The CareerCast stud-

ies note the folks entering this field are in for a tough work environment
with patrons who are often even tougher, adding elements of stress and
danger to the job.
Photojournalism also made the list, largely due to a shift in media out-

lets relying more on “citizen journalists” using smartphones, as well as
freelancers.
I’ve got news for anyone planning to work for a small newspaper: staff

photojournalists generally don’t exist – if you write the news, you take
your own pictures and rely on the help of readers who are skillful with
a camera.

Continuing along the lines of bad news for journalists, broadcasting
is another of the occupations on the “worst jobs” list.  Hey, competition
for these positions is fierce, and consumers are getting more and more
of their news online.

In spite of the less than optimistic forecast for those considering the
same profession I did more than three decades ago, there is a silver lin-
ing, according to Sonny Albarado, a former president of the Society of
Professional Journalists; many journalists love their career, and those
with a reporter’s skill set could apply their research and writing skills
to communication gigs for online news venues, nonprofit organizations
or other media outlets.
Or, you can find plenty of satisfaction working at a community news-

paper.  I’m marking my 32nd year at the Chronicle, and as far as I’m
concerned, it doesn’t get much better than earning a living by telling
others’ stories through their eyes.
Sure, chances are good you won’t be contending for the next Pulitzer

Prize, and that dream of raking in big bucks will have to remain just
that – a dream.

However, as Albarado pointed out: “Despite the doom and gloom,
being a journalist is still one of the best jobs on the planet.”

He’s right.

than the average man “holds
down” one job continuously in
these days of frequent changes.
Back in his high school days, Bill
had a flair for taking automobiles
apart, putting them back together
again and making them run better,
and he quickly developed into a
mechanic. 

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Dearest Mother and All at Home:
I will write a few lines to say I am
well and hoping this will find you
all the same. I have been looking
for a letter from home for the last
three weeks but failed to get it. I
don’t know what is the matter, I
don’t get any mail. There was a
big bunch of mail came in last
night and I was so glad when I
saw the mail, but didn’t get even
one letter. It almost made me sick.
I wish you would write more
often, for it seems so good to get
mail. Well, mother dear, I suppose
Mike is harvesting the beans. I
hope they are good, and what are
you doing? I suppose you’re busy
the same as always. I saw
Newkirk Maynard from Gage-
town, and I sure was glad to see
him, he looks good. I had a good
talk with him. George Lenhard is
in the same place. He is the first
one I saw from home. Well,
mother, there isn’t much news I
can write. I will close with love to
all. Tell them all to write and give
my best wishes to all. Be sure and
tell me all the news around home.
Your loving son, Bugler Fred J.
Fournier, Co. I, 338 Infantry.

Dear Herb: Will you change my
address again. Please send my
next two papers to Newberry,
Mich.; also if you have one of last
week’s papers to spare, please
send me one. You wonder why
I’m up here? Well, it is just be-
cause the Surgeon General sent
six of the M. E. R. C. up here from
the Detroit College of Medicine
and Surgery to help fight the “flu.”
We sure found an awful condition
there. They have a hotel about a
third larger than the Sheridan
house converted into a hospital.
Death rate is awful—-six have
died in the last 24 hours, Here’s
hoping they take the proper meth-
ods to keep it out of Cass City. Up
to date have had some 60 deaths
here and the town isn’t much
larger than our town. So long and
thanks for all the trouble I’m mak-
ing you, but gosh it is lonesome
up here. Yours fraternally, A. C.
EDGERTON.

ing queen is Amy Erla. She was
crowned by the 1977 queen,
Melissa Smith. Presenting the
queen with a bouquet of roses was
High School Principal Russell
Richards.

Peggy Hobart, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Marvin Hobart of Cass
City, will leave Friday for
Southampton, England, where she
will be student teaching at Weston
Park Girls’ School. Miss Hobart is
a senior at Central Michigan Uni-
versity, majoring in music and is
among 41 students from CMU
who will be teaching in England
for eight weeks.

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley McArthur
went to Harrison Saturday to at-
tend the silver wedding anniver-
sary party for Mr. and Mrs.
William Patch Jr. Mrs. McArthur
was vocalist for the Patch wed-
ding. From Harrison they went to
East Tawas where they spent until
Tuesday with Mrs. Grace Law.

50 YEARS AGO (1968) 

Barry Allen Parker, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Roger Parker, was bap-
tized Sunday morning at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. Glen
Phelps was sponsor and Barbara
Parker, witness, at the service. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wright hosted

a dinner Sunday for their children
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Wright, Mr.
and Mrs. Wright or Imlay City,
Mr. and Mrs. James Karr and chil-
dren of Deford at a local restau-
rant. It was Cindy Karr’s 11th
birthday. Mr. and Mrs. Wright will
celebrate their fourth anniversary
Thursday, Oct. 24.

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Meissner
of Minden City announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, Susan
Jane, to Lorenz Bauer III, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Lorenz C. Bauer Jr.
of Cass City. The engaged couple
are Central Michigan University
students.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)
Cass City folks listening to the

“Take it or Leave it” program
Sunday night were pleased to hear
the awarding of $64 to Pharmacist
First Class John Walter Morris. He
is the son of Dr. and Mrs. F. L.
Morris, is stationed at San Fran-
cisco and has been two years in
the Navy. John answered correctly
a series of questions on astronomy
Sunday night.

Bill Martus has started his 21st
year as a mechanic in the Ford
Garage in Cass City. Twenty years
is a considerably longer period

MISSION COMPLETED - Clyde Wells re-

cently celebrated his 90th birthday by opening

90 birthday cards. Mr. Wells’ family placed an

ad in the Chronicle asking for area residents to

shower him with cards on his September 18

birthday. His family was happy to report he was

very surprised at all the birthday wishes sent his

way. 
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Voters to decide rec marijuana legalization in Michigan

marijuana businesses are located.
*Change several current viola-

tions from crimes to civil infrac-
tions.

“This November, Michigan vot-
ers will finally get the chance to
eliminate Michigan’s outdated
marijuana laws,” Coalition to
Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol

tives from 2001 to 2006 and of the Michigan Senate from 2006 to 2015.
Other candidates vying for the governor’s seat, their running mates

and their party affiliations, are:
*Bill Gelineau of Grand Rapids and Angelique Chaiser Thomas of

Lake Orion, Libertarian (L) Party.
*Todd Schleiger of Lake Orion and Earl P. Lackie of Royal Oak, U.S.

Taxpayers (UST) Party.
*Jennifer V. Kurland of Redford and Charin H. Davenport of Hazel

Park, Green (G) Party.
*Keith Butkovich of Wayne and Raymond Warner of Detroit, Natural

Law (NL) Party.

Secretary of state

Running for a four-year term as secretary of state are newcomers Mary
Treder Lang (R) of Grosse Pointe Farms, Jocelyn Benson (D) of Detroit,
Gregory Scott Stempfle (L) of Ferndale and Robert Gales (UST) of
Sterling Heights.

Attorney general

Running for a four-year term as the new attorney general are Tom
Leonard (R) of DeWitt, Dana Nessel (D) of Plymouth, Lisa Lane Gioi
(L) of West Bloomfield, Gerald T. Van Sickle (UST) of Wellston and
Chris Graveline (no party affiliation) of Berkley.

U.S. senator

Running for a six-year term in the U.S. Senate are Incumbent Debbie
Stabenow (D) of Lansing and challengers John James (R) of Lansing,
George E. Huffman, III (UST) of Perry, Marcia Squire (G) of St. Clair
Shores and John Howard Wilhelm (NL) of Ann Arbor.

Rep. Congress 5th District

Running for the two-year seat are incumbent Daniel T. Kildee (D) of
Flint, Travis Wines (R) of Durand and Kathy Goodwin, Working Class
(WC) Party, of Detroit.
Michigan’s 5th Congressional District includes Arenac, Bay, Genesee

and Iosco counties as well as portions of Saginaw and Tuscola coun-
ties.

Rep. Congress 10th District

Running for the two-year seat are incumbent Paul Mitchell (R) of Dry-
den and newcomers Kimberly Bizon (D) of Lexington, Harley Mikkel-
son (G) of Caro and Jeremy Peruski (no party affiliation) of Lexington.
The district includes Huron, Lapeer, St. Clair and Sanilac counties as

well as parts of Macomb and Tuscola counties. 

State Senator 31st District

Newcomers running for the seat are Kevin Daley (R) of Lum and Cyn-
thia A. Luczak (D) of Bay City.
The district covers the counties of Bay, Lapeer and Tuscola

Rep. 84th House

Running for the two-year seat are newcomers Phil Green (R) of
Millington and William Shoop (D) of Vassar.
The district covers the counties of Huron and Tuscola.

School candidates

There are few races for school board seats and township offices in the
Chronicle’s coverage area. The exception is in the Kingston School Dis-
trict, where five candidates are vying for a trio of school board seats.
They are incumbents David W. Kolacz and Jeff Phillips, and newcomers
Kristen Misener, Sarah Schuler, and Scott Boyl.

In the Cass City Public School District, incumbents Dave Osentoski,
Stacey Bliss and Alice Zaleski are all seeking reelection unopposed.
Likewise, in the Owen-Gage School District, four candidates are seek-

ing an equal number of available seats on the board of education.  The
candidates are Terry Fahrner, Thomas S. Jeffery, Sarah Ondrajka and
Matthew Roemer.
And, in the Ubly Community Schools, running for the three open seats

are incumbents Nancy A. Elliott and Bradley E. Hagen, and newcomer
Jake Maurer.

Also next week, running for Ellington Township clerk is incumbent
Suzy Rockwell; running for Elmwood Township clerk is newcomer
Pam Brinkman; incumbents Rex Vroman and Linda Jobson are seeking
relection in Koylton Township to the offices of clerk and treasurer, re-
spectively; incumbent Pennie Rienas is seeking reelection as Novesta
Township clerk; and in the village of Ubly, incumbent Jason Nicol and
newcomer Kelly Pearce are seeking terms as village president and treas-
urer, respectively, while incumbents Brandon Zdrojewski and Gabriel
Turner, and newcomer Susan Schrader are seeking a trio of open trustee
seats.

Continued from page one. spokesperson John Truscott com-
mented after coalition members
submitted enough signatures to
get the initiative on the ballot.
“Just like with alcohol, it is clear
that prohibition doesn’t work, and
that regulation and taxation is a far
better solution.”
“This is an important reform that

will help end thousands of unnec-
essary arrests and redirect law en-

forcement resources to real needs
– like combating violent crime
and fighting the opioid epidemic
– while also generating hundreds
of millions of new tax dollars for
our schools, roads and local gov-
ernments,” said former Detroit
Police Chief Ike McKinnon.
“When you look at the success of

other states that have already le-
galized and regulated marijuana,

it is clear this initiative is the path
forward,” said Michigan NORML
(National Organization for the Re-
form of Marijuana Laws) official
Brad Forrester. “States that have
legalized and regulated marijuana
have seen decreases in opioid-re-
lated deaths while also adding
hundreds of millions of dollars in
tax revenue each year.”
A number of Thumb area prose-

cutors and law enforcement offi-
cials say they could not disagree
more with that assessment.

“It is important to note and rec-
ognize the efforts to legalize
recreational use of marijuana is
simply and totally and completely,
all about money. Certain parties
want to make it while turning a
blind eye to all the negative con-
sequences associated with such a
step,” Tuscola County Mark
Reene said during a recent news
conference featuring the region’s
prosecutors, police officers and
others.

Officials voiced a lengthy list of
concerns, from the marijuana in-
dustry targeting youth with mari-
juana-laced “edibles” such as
candies and snacks, to increased
driving-related accidents and fa-
talities, to the lure legalizing mar-
ijuana would have on various
criminal elements, including or-
ganized crime.

A combined statement from the
state’s prosecutors described the
potential effect of legalization
“profoundly negative and signifi-
cant. It will compromise the wel-
fare of our children, safety on
Michigan roadways, the quality
and productivity of our work-
places and even our healthcare
system.”

“The only thing here that can be
a sales pitch (in favor of legaliza-
tion) is there’s going to be revenue
generated,” said Reene. However,
he added, tax revenue raised by
the sale of marijuana will be
greatly outweighed by the costs of
dealing with the consequences of
making marijuana more readily
available.
Of the handful of states that have

passed recreational marijuana the
standard legal amount allowed is
one ounce, according to Reene,
who pointed out the amount al-
lowed under the Michigan initia-
tive is ten times that amount.

Amounts aside, Reene and his
fellow prosecutors and law en-
forcement officials say the mari-
juana produced today is far more
potent than that used by people
years ago.

“It’s really apples and oranges.
This (marijuana) is processed in
such a way that you have elevated
THC levels that create a very big
risk,” Reene said. “It’s absolutely
addictive, and the strong THC

content contributes to that.”
And, marketing of recreational

marijuana is mirroring that seen
decades ago with big tobacco
companies,” he continued. “You
have (marijuana-laced) gummies,
lollypops, sodas – things of that
sort, all directed at and targeting
youthful individuals.”

To-date, marijuana has been le-
galized in nine states, although the
federal government still classifies
the drug as illegal. In 2012, Col-
orado and Washington state be-
came the first states to vote to
legalize marijuana for recreational
purposes. Since then, seven more
states and Washington, D.C., have
followed.
Voters in two other states rejected

legalization in 2015, with resi-
dents in Ohio soundly defeating
its proposal by a margin of 63.65
percent to 36.35 percent.
Reene and other Thumb prosecu-

tors and law enforcement officials
say the numbers – statistics related
to traffic accidents, marijuana use,
etc. – in those states since legaliz-
ing recreational marijuana use are
disturbing.

For instance, both Colorado and
California experienced 100-per-
cent increases in marijuana-re-
lated traffic facilities after
legalizing recreational and med-
ical marijuana, respectively. The
percentage of traffic deaths related
to marijuana doubled in Washing-
ton State the year retail sales were
allowed, and in Colorado, mari-
juana is now involved in more
than one of every five deaths on
the road.

Since Colorado legalized mari-
juana about four years ago, regu-
lar use of the drug among youth
ages 12 to 17 has been both above
the national average and rising
faster than the national average.
Comparatively, Colorado teens
use marijuana at a rate 50 percent
higher than the national average,
according to the Prosecuting At-
torneys Association of Michigan.

The figures speak for them-
selves, according to Reene, who
said the bottom line is that if vot-
ers support legalization of recre-
ational marijuana use, more kids
are going to become addicted to
the drug and lose out on their fu-
tures, more people are going to die
on the state’s roadways, crime is
going rise, and the healthcare sys-
tem is going to suffer.

“If this was some sort of
panacea, wouldn’t everybody be
doing it?” he added. “If you just
look at the facts. Anytime you
make something more accessible,
it’s going to be used more.

“There is no way – no way pos-
sible – that good things will flow
from this. None,” Reene said.

Other proposals address political
redistricting, voting regulations

While proposed legalization of
recreational marijuana has taken
over the election spotlight next
week, voters will decide two other
statewide proposals, including a
constitutional amendment that
would completely overhaul the
political redistricting process in
Michigan.

Proposal Two is a citizen-initi-
ated proposition designed to move
the power of creating legislative
districts from the state House of
Representatives to an Independent

Citizens Redistricting Commis-
sion.

Specifically, Proposal Two
would create a new process to
draw the district maps for Michi-
gan House members, Michigan
senators, U.S. House of Represen-
tatives members and U.S. sena-
tors.

Instead of allowing the Legisla-
ture to draw those maps, the job
would go to a commission com-
prised of four Democrats, four Re-
publicans and five people who

must swear under oath that they
do not affiliate with either of these
parties. Current or recent politi-
cians, lobbyists, legislative em-
ployees and even the parents and
children of these individuals
would be prohibited from serving
on the commission.

The secretary of state would se-
lect the commission at random
from a pool of 200 applicants.

Once in place, the commission
would hold ten public hearings,
during which the public would be
allowed to submit redistricting
proposals for the commission to
review. Each commissioner could
submit one proposal for each dis-
trict type and would vote on their
fellow commissioners’ proposals
with a ranking system. There
would be additional stipulations
established to avoid maps drawn
in a way that favor one party over
another.

Michigan’s Proposal Three,
meanwhile, would also amend the
constitution by authorizing auto-
matic and election day voter reg-
istration, no-reason absentee
voting, and straight ticket voting;
and add current legal require-
ments for military and overseas
voting and post-election audits to
the Michigan Constitution.
If approved, citizens qualified to

vote in Michigan could:

*Become automatically regis-
tered to vote when applying for,
updating or renewing a driver’s li-
cense or state-issued personal
identification card, unless the per-
son declines.
*Simultaneously register to vote

with proof of residency and obtain
a ballot during the two-week pe-
riod prior to an election, up to and
including election day.

*Obtain an absent voter ballot
without providing a reason.
*Cast a straight-ticket vote for all

candidates of a particular political
party when voting in a partisan
general election.

It’s Schuette versus Whitmer
Continued from page one.
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CASS CITY veterans pictured above with Jammer’s bench are (front row,

from left) Marty Twork, Jack Burns, Joe Merchant, (back row, from left) John

Mulrath, Bill Klinkman, Les Merchant and Phil Nichols.

Eagle candidate pays respect to vets with project
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Cass City teen’s appreciation
for local veterans and his passion
for the Boy Scouts prompted him

to combine the two as he worked
to complete the final requirement
for a designation relatively few
scouts earn – the coveted Eagle
rank.

Zach Jammer, a Cass City High

School junior, recently completed
his Eagle project in his grandfa-
ther, Dave Keller’s, garage, where
he crafted a custom ash bench for
VFW Post 3644, Cass City, with
the help of some fellow scouts

from Cass City Trooper 594 and a
handful of adults he recruited to
assist in the endeavor.

The bench is engraved with the
words, “For All Our Liberties, All
Gave Some, But Some Gave All.
VFW Post 3644.”

“Overall, it came out better than
I expected. I put in about 108
hours of work into my Eagle proj-
ect, about three months. I started
on June 27 and I (finished) around
Oct. 8,” said Jammer, the son of
Adrainne Keller of Cass City and
Justin and Melissa Jammer of Bay
City. He noted his grandfather,
Uncle Jeff Matthewson and Jim
Baker, longtime scoutmaster of
Troop 594, all helped guide him
through the project.

“I knew I wanted to do some-
thing for the VFW because they
do so much for the community,
and I feel we don’t pay enough at-
tention to them,” the 17-year-old
said.

Jammer, who plans to enlist in
the U.S. Army after he graduates
from high school, added this na-
tion’s servicemen and women not
only put their lives on the line, but
also focus on helping others.
“They served our country greatly
and they should be respected.”
“He came up with it (idea) on his

own and wanted to do it. I thought
it was very well crafted – a lot of
hours, labor involved,” Joe Mer-
chant, commander of VFW Post
3644, said of Jammer’s bench.
“He deserves a lot of credit for
doing it. We were very pleased to
accept it.”

Planning, organizing and com-
pleting the Eagle project is one of
the last and biggest challenges a
Boy Scout must tackle before
earning the right to wear the Eagle
insignia. The project involves de-
veloping and organizing a com-
munity service project, with the
scout expected to not only plan the
work, but also lead a team of vol-
unteers in completing each step.
The path that led to pursuing Boy

Scouting’s highest rank started 11
years ago for Jammer when he
joined the Cub Scouts as an entry-
level Tiger.

Jammer recalled he quickly be-
came interested in scouting after
accepting a friend’s invitation to
check out a local meeting. “It was
going out and exploring, and
doing things, and…camping,
which turned out to be something
I love,” he said.
Like other Boy Scout before him,

Jammer worked his way up the
ladder from Tiger to Wolf, then
Bobcat, Bear, Webelo and Webelo
II.  He then crossed over into the
Boy Scouts, earning the ranks of
Tenderfoot, 2nd Class, 1st Class,
Star and Life before focusing
solely on the Eagle.
Looking back, Jammer indicated

he believes scouting has changed
him and shaped his outlook by en-
couraging him to focus on the
value of leadership, responsibility,
the value of work and the impor-
tance of making sure those around
him aren’t being ignored or left
behind.

Scouting, he said “gets you out
there to meet new people, to ex-
plore. To get you out of your own
environment and see what’s out in
the world.”

Jammer’s accomplishment
places him in some pretty impres-
sive company.

Past Eagle Scouts include the late
Gerald R. Ford (38th president of
the United States), Academy
Award-winning film director
Steven Spielberg, professional
basketball hall of famer and later
U.S. Senator Bill Bradley, Mike
Rowe (host of Discovery Chan-
nel’s “Dirty Jobs” show), and Neil
A. Armstrong, the first man to set
foot on the moon.

Since its introduction in 1911,
the Eagle rank has been earned by
more than two million young men.
However, less than five percent of
all scouts attain the highest rank in
the Boy Scouts program.

The requirements include earn-
ing at least 21 merit badges.  Of
those, a 12 are “Eagle Required”,
including first aid, citizenship in
the community, citizenship in the
nation, citizenship in the world,
communications, personal fitness,
environmental science, personal
management, camping, family
life, emergency preparedness or
lifesaving, and swimming, hiking
or cycling.

Earning badges along with vari-
ous scouting activities are de-
signed to encourage the boys to
embrace the same qualities listed
in the scouting law: being trust-
worthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheer-
ful, thrifty, trustworthy, brave and
clean.
Jammer is the latest in a long line

of Eagle Scouts to come out of
Boy Scout Troop 594.
“I would say probably, in the last

20 years, there’s been close to 20
(Eagles),” commented Baker,
whose family has done more than
its share to contribute to that num-
ber. Baker is, himself, an Eagle
Scout, like his father before him.
And, all four of Jim’s sons – twins
Brad and Brent, Austin and Lucas
– earned the coveted rank.

While the road to earning the
Eagle has evolved over the years,
Baker says the rank – and the re-
spect it earns – is as challenging
to achieve and as relevant as it’s
ever been.

“Absolutely. There’s a lot of
work that’s involved in it, there’s
a lot of paperwork involved,” he
said. “I think the emphasis on
leadership is greater, and on com-
munity service is greater, than it
used to be. But I think scouting, it-
self, is probably more relevant
than in the past. 
“It’s not just, ‘Do you want to go

camping?’,” added Baker, who
pointed out today’s troops offer
scouts opportunities to explore
STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math) activities and
careers as well as fields involving
technology.”

Perhaps most important are the
lifelong lessons and skills scouts
take with them when they age-out,
according to Baker.

The veteran area Boy Scout
leader has been known to share
his own words of wisdom with
local scouts who earn the Eagle
rank, starting with the fact that the
achievement defines who they are
and says something about their
work ethic and ability to make
ethical decisions.

“It’s what brought you to this
point – the skills you’ve obtained,
your leadership – that’s what
makes you an Eagle,” Baker said.
“I also tell them it’s not the end of
the journey; it’s the beginning.”

ZACH JAMMER, a Cass City High School junior,

shakes hands with VFW Post 4633, Cass City, Com-

mander Joe Merchant after presenting the post with the

engraved bench he made for his Eagle Scout project.
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News briefs
Thinking suicide? Call now
CARO – Anyone contemplating suicide could be just a phone call away
from choosing life.

“There were two suicide attempts in our county last night,” Tuscola
County Sheriff Glen Skrent reported Friday. “Help is always available,”
he added. “You can even text for help — here is the Crisis Text Line
anyone can use free of charge: text 741741 for help.”

The service is free. Anyone who texts will be connected with a crisis
counselor who is trained to bring texters “from a hot moment to a cool
calm” via listening and collaborative problem solving.

Attention all Cass City vets
CASS CITY – Cass City School officials are inviting all area veterans
and their families to attend the district’s 2018 Veterans Day Honorary
Celebration Friday, Nov. 9, starting at 8 a.m. at Cass City Junior-Senior
High School.
All veterans are welcome, regardless of whether or not they are affil-

iated with a veterans organization (VFW, etc.).
Those planning to attend will first meet in the school library. A flag-

raising ceremony with junior high students will follow at 8:15 a.m., fol-
lowing by breakfast with fellow veterans at 8:30 a.m., a program at 9:15
a.m. and a voluntary panel discussion at 10 a.m. in the gym. 

Veterans are asked to consider participating in the panel discussion,
and to also list the names of children and grandchildren who work at or
attend the Cass City Public Schools.
Veterans are also asked to RSVP with the number of guests attending

by calling (989) 912-1840.

Change time and batteries
MICHIGAN — Remember to set clocks back one hour before you go
to bed Saturday night, as Daylight Savings Time is scheduled to end
early Sunday morning.

Thumb fire fighters also remind all area residents that this is a great
time to change the batteries in their smoke and carbon monoxide de-
tectors.

Kids and stress event focus
CARO — The Great Start Collaborative will host a free event from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 5, at the Caro Area District Library, 840
W. Frank St., that will focus on the effects of stress on children.

The event will include a showing of the movie “Resilience - The Bi-
ology of Stress & The Science of Hope”, which will explain how stress
can impact physical and mental health. 
Researchers have discovered a dangerous biological syndrome caused

by abuse and neglect during childhood. The documentary reveals that
toxic stress can trigger hormones that wreak havoc on the brain and
body of children, putting them at greater risk for disease, homelessness,
prison time, drug abuse and early death.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

THE TUSCOLA County Sheriff’s Department’s

new K-9 officer, “Blek”, a Dutch shepherd, is now

officially on duty, protecting the county after under-

going initial training along with his handler, Deputy

Ryan Robinson. “Blek is available to all law en-

forcement agencies in our county and others coun-

ties as well, when requested,” Sheriff Glen Skrent

said. “He will also be a frequent visitor to all our

schools to help insure the safety of our children.”

Blek’s primary mission will be to search for people,

such as lost children and special needs adults, as

well as suspects on the run. He is also being trained

to detect explosives.

Officer Blek on duty...

IndependentBank.com

Cass City
989.872.2105 
6241 Main St.

Member FDIC

WE’RE YOUR 
FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS.
Independent Bank is made up of 

real people. We’re down-to-earth, 

approachable, and we give honest 

answers, helpful advice, and a friendly 

smile. When you bank with us, you’re 

banking not with a company, but 

with your friends and neighbors.
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being hired to look at refreshing
the wells at the center,” said
county board Chairman Thom
Bardwell. “There are grave con-
cerns about the water issue for this
project. We do not need any obsta-
cles.

“Doing it this way, the township
won’t have to sign off on any land,
and no one has control over ‘shut-
ting’ water off. We have to look
out for the best interests of the
county, its residents, and not just
what benefits Caro,” he added.

The study is estimated to take
four to six weeks to complete.

Caro officials originally agreed
to provide water to the new hospi-
tal by extending a water line. The
city’s proposal was made during
the negotiations as an incentive to
keep the facility here.

However, since then an impasse
occurred between the city and
township officials involving con-
cerns over possible annexation
and restrictions on the amount of
water the city would make avail-
able for future business develop-
ment along M-81 in the township.

Which is why commissioners
opted to step in. As a result, if the
existing wells and water tower can
be rehabilitated and used, the
county would take possession of
the water system.

According to Hoagland, the
county would issue the bonds and
set water fees to cover the cost.
The county would issue 20-year
bonds to pay for system improve-
ment/upgrade needs, retain own-
ership of the system until the
bonds are retired, and then turn
the system over to the township.
County officials are confident the

water system would be opera-
tional before 2020, before the hos-
pital’s completion date in 2021.

Continued from page one.

County proposes
possible solution
to water concern
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Manager earns good evaluation
Continued from page one.

Powell has met all of those goals.
Formally approving Powell’s

performance evaluation and wage
increase were the only actions
taken after the council returned to
open session Monday night.

“Wage negotiations were dis-
cussed. There are four DPW em-
ployees and one park employee
that are in the Teamsters Union
214,” said Powell.
Turning to finances, officials are

preparing to review and eventu-
ally adopt a 2019 budget as 2018
winds down.

Village Clerk-Treasurer Nanette
Walsh has been working with
Powell and other department
heads to begin the process of
drafting the village’s next spend-
ing plan.

“Department heads have been
pouring over supporting docu-
ments, editing, updating and ne-
gotiating facts, figures, and the
plan is to be presented at the next
committee of the whole meeting,”
Walsh said.
The next committee of the whole

meeting is scheduled for Wednes-
day, Nov. 14, starting at 7 p.m.

In other financial matters, DPW
Supervisor Dennis McCabe re-
ported the Automatic Meter Read-
ing (AMR) equipment is outdated
and not working properly. A quote
from ETNA, which is the sole
source provider, estimates it
would cost $26,500 for an up-
grade, which the council ap-
proved.

And, due to unforeseen circum-
stances, the council addressed
some recent projects that have
cost more than originally antici-
pated.

Alexander Concrete installed an
additional 16-feet of sidewalk
work, which added $448 more to
its $4,526 quote. In addition, be-
cause the base around the village
pool was not sufficient, more con-

crete had to be added at an addi-
tional cost of $2,701 to Lubeski
and Son Excavating’s original bid
of $6,000. Also, an additional
$1,721 was added to Ryan
Cumper’s original estimate of
$32,300 for adding a drain exten-
sion and more fiber mesh around
the pool.
In other business, suggested hon-

oring a native son of Cass City.
There are highway signs at the

edge of town noting Cass City
was the home of former NASA
Astronaut Brewster Shaw, and
there is a quilt dedicated to him in
the park as part of the Thumb
Quilt Trail.

“Many don’t realize in addition
to having an astronaut who was
born and raised in Cass City, that
we have an Olympic bronze
medal (pole vaulter in) James
Booker, and a famous Baseball
Hall of Fame member who was
born and has his final resting place
here in Cass City,” said Trustee
Robert Piaskowski, reading from
Barrios’ suggestion.

Barrios would like to have
bronze plaque honoring 1978
Baseball Hall of Famer Leland
Stanford “Larry” MacPhail placed
at the village Little League field.
In order to do that, she estimates
it would cost about $3,000, with
the village kicking in $1,500 and
the rest coming from donations.

Piaskowski, who is on the vil-
lage’s parks and recreation com-
mittee, pointed out there is
currently a plaque honoring
MacPhail on the grandstand in the
park, and said he didn’t “feel a
second one is necessary.”
Barrios and several others on the

council indicated they didn’t real-
ize there is a plaque for MacPhail
in the park.

“I’ve lived here all my life and I
never saw it. There must be sev-
eral others who have never no-
ticed it, either,” said Barrios. “It
should be in a more visible place.
Could it be moved to the Little
League field?”

No one knew the answer to that
or if the Cass City Rotary owns
MacPhail’s plaque, prompting the
council to ask Powell to research
both questions.
Also Monday, the council:
*Received a proposed anti-blight

ordinance. A public hearing on the
ordinance is expected to take
place during the council’s next
regular meeting, Monday, Nov.
26, at 7 p.m.

*Set its meeting schedule for
2019. The council will continue to
meet 7 p.m. on the last Monday of
the month, except for May and
December due to holidays. Com-
mittee of the whole meetings will
be at 7 p.m. on the second
Wednesday of each month.

www.ccchronicle.net
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from where I shot him. I affection-
ately called him my “five by six”
buck. I could not have been more
pleased. I still feel the excitement
just retelling the story.
I was at some event not long after

and was talking to some “elite
deer hunters” — those who are ac-
tive in the banquets and are big
QDM guys. As I told them my
story, they were quite impressed
and seemed to really be happy for
me and my success. Well, until I
revealed my definition of my five
by six — and it wasn’t what they
expected. I informed them my five
by six carried a five inch spike on
one side and a six-inch spike on
the other. All appreciation for
what was a moment ago “a good
hunt” was gone.
I could not help but smile at their

response, while being amused that
they missed the bigger picture.

Deer season 2018 — I am very
fortunate that my daughter, Adina,
and her husband, Brent, allow me
to have access to the farm they
hunt down in Ohio. On my recent
visit, I went on another sneak-and-
peek hunt in big buck land. On the
second night of my hunt I saw a
buck that was still quite distant
from me. However, he was headed
in my general direction. I kept my
emotions in check the whole time
as I watched him come close. My
shot was 20 yards, and the arrow
was well placed. Again, as before,

The Cass City Chronicle
welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Just a local deer hunter’s view on mandatory APR plan for Thumb
Continued from page three. the same adrenalin rush came over

me, the shaking and questioning,
did what just happen really hap-
pen, while at the same time think-
ing, wow, what a great hunt!

I recovered that deer within 50
yards also. Unlike my earlier
buck, this buck carried what most
QDM guys would call a shooter –
a rack with a 15-inch inside spread
and four points on each side.

I was very glad to get this deer,
and yes, it is nice to hang up a
buck like that. But, I can’t say that
my excitement or enjoyment sur-
passed my first hunt. I guess I can
say it did not.
I need to mention that both Adina

and Brent are big buck hunters —
neither of them would have even
picked up their bow if they saw
this deer coming. My point that I
want to make is the difference be-
tween the “elite deer hunters” I
mentioned earlier and my kids,
who were extremely happy for me
having a successful hunt and truly
let me know it, even though that
buck wasn’t what they would
have even thought about taking.
They measured the hunt by what
it was to me. The size of the ani-
mal is only a side note. They have
no preconceived ideas that their
ideals should be forced on me or
anybody else.

In short, It is the experience of
the hunt that makes the hunt.

Ohio has become a “big buck”
state. They don’t have antler re-
strictions and obviously are man-

aging a healthy deer herd, what-
ever that is supposed to mean.
I realize and understand that I’m

probably just ignorant and don’t
understand the educated view. I
find some comfort when I com-
pare the logic that I perceive is out
there, and that it does not make a
lot of sense to some other people
as well. I have yet to meet a cattle
farmer who would slaughter his
prize bull every year in the interest

Make the right choices in council election

of maintaining a healthier herd.
If by chance the rules change and

the four-point minimum manda-
tory restriction comes about, I’m
sure it will be for sound reasons
that truly make sense to those who
understand deer hunting more
than I.
However, I am kind of surprised

that there isn’t an added clause to
the proposal that should delay the
first day of deer season to start

sometime after the second rut in
December. After all, does it make
sense to shoot these deer prior to
them passing on those genes to the
next generation?

Happy hunting to all. Enjoy the
experience and respect all those
who hunt legally. 

Skip Speirs
Cass City

Dear Editor,

It’s time for the citizens of Cass
City to take back their village
from the people that want to im-
pose their will and views of how
things should be ran in our town.
It’s time for the citizens of Cass
City to elect a president and vil-
lage council members that truly
represent the views of the citizens
and not those that try to impose
their hidden agenda upon us be-
cause they clearly know what’s
good for us. All you have to do is
look at the voting record to see
which council members vote “no”
on issues that would bring in more
money that could be used to repair
streets or for other needs.

We now have a village manager

that is very good at her job, after
all that’s what we hired her for.
We don’t need a village president
that is going to try to micro man-
age things because they know
how things should be ran. We
need a village president that will
let Debbie Powell do her job and
be there if they are asked for input
on issues.

Then there is the issue of the air-
port. Why should the people of
Cass City be expected to pay for
the airport just because certain
companies use it. Why aren’t
those companies footing the bill
then? Does this mean that the next
time I want to fly that I should ex-
pect the village of Cass City to

pay for my air fare?
All you have to do is sit in on a

council meeting to see that a cer-
tain person has a condescending
attitude toward other council
members, sometimes verging on
bullying. They’re also very good
at name dropping and trying to put
the blame on other council mem-
bers. I don’t see them admitting to
the blunders that have been made
while they sat on committees that
have cost the village money.

Cass City, it is time for you to
make the right choice for the good
of our village.

Sincerely,

Terry Hendrick
Cass City

Get out and vote in Nov. 6 general election
There has never been a more crit-

ical time in our nation’s history
than now to get out and vote.  On
Nov. 7 when you wake up in the
morning, what kind of govern-
ment do you want to wake up to;
a government of peace, prosperity,
smaller government and law and
order, or one of big government,
mob rule and no civility?

Everyone needs, of course, to
vote for what is most important to
them first and foremost. But I be-
lieve that most Americans want
safety, security, and personal free-
doms, to make their own choices
without government interference.
To be able to think independently
and not be forced to think the
same way as everyone else is
thinking, lest they be ostracized or
publicly shamed and attacked.
After all, if everyone is thinking

the same thing, then someone is
not thinking at all.

This election is not a popularity
contest; it is however, a contest of
policies. With the current admin-
istration’s policies, the economy is
stronger, jobs are more available
and jobs are returning to the
United States and Michigan.  Un-
employment is at record low lev-
els, regulations have been lifted to
allow businesses to grow and pass
on that growth to employees and
the economy.  Government is
smaller and we have more money
in our paychecks.

We are stronger on the world
stage and are no longer being
taken advantage of in the trade
markets.  We are no longer draw-
ing mythical red lines. if a country
crosses a line, we respond as and
when needed.  We have an admin-
istration that supports law en-
forcement and law and order.  Our
veterans are valued.  We have an
administration that wants to sup-
port and defend our constitution
and protect our constitutional
rights, especially our right to bear
arms.  We are a sovereign nation
and have the right to defend and
protect our borders in an effort to
first and foremost protect the citi-
zens of this country.  

However, examine what the al-
ternative group is offering.  I have
not heard one word of proposed
policy that offers any degree of
revenue, jobs, or safety and secu-
rity. Rather what we keep hearing
is anger and rage.  Resist, create
crowds, drive people who dare to
think differently out of public
places.  We have heard rhetoric
that incites violence.

This has become a mob and an
angry one at that. This is a form of
bullying to say the least.  It is a
form of threats and intimidation
which no one should stand for or
stand by in this country.  The only
message that is coming from this
group is what they want to take
away from you not what they
want to give to you. The angry
mob is coming for what most
Americans hold nearest and dear-
est.  They are coming for the con-
stitution, most specifically your
Second Amendment rights.

They are coming for the courts,

for they want judges that will leg-
islate from the bench on their be-
half.  They do not want a judiciary
system that is based on what the
framers of this great nation in-
tended.  They want overtly politi-
cized judges.

They want to abolish ICE and
open the borders, which will elim-
inate our sovereignty. They want
to abolish the Electoral College,
and that should be a huge wake-
up call if nothing else grabs your
attention.  If the Electoral College
is abolished, then a handful of
states would decide the outcome
of every national election, mean-
ing middle and rural America
could vote all day long every day
and their vote would not have any
impact in the outcome of an elec-
tion. That equates to tyranny when
you are no longer represented or
counted.
They are coming after everything

with big government, higher
taxes, red tape and regulations,
and the bullies are coming after
your lunch money, too. 
This applies to state officials too.

Don’t be fooled by dangling a car-
rot of getting rid of the retirement
tax, as maybe that would disap-
pear, but at what cost? General

taxes would go up. And who do
you know who would want their
employer-sponsored healthcare
benefits to become illegal? Even
Obama wasn’t that radical. But I
think we learned the hard way
with Obamacare, that the Ameri-
can people were lied to. Many
people were not able to keep their
doctor or health plans outside of
employer-sponsored plans. So, are
these the people we want in con-
trol of our country?

The only way that we can push
back is at the ballot box. Let’s not
be the forgotten, the bullied, the
intimidated.  Let’s remember the
words of our framers and remem-
ber their fundamental value to
every citizen of this nation. Be
critical, independent thinkers
when we exercise our sacred right
to have a say in a government that
is by, for and of the people.

In closing, I hope and pray that
God will continue to bless, pro-
tect, and preserve our sovereignty
and democracy in this, the greatest
nation in the world.

Respectfully,

Carol A. Blauwkmap
Cass City

You better get used to Trump
All these bleeding-heart liberals that still hate President Trump, can

you tell me what would Hillary Clinton have done better than President
Trump is doing and everything he has accomplished?

They hate President Trump so bad that they had a brain meltdown.
They better get used to him because he is here for eight years.

I have no idea why anyone would want a Democrat in power after
what they did to Judge Kavanaugh.  They should be called the “Demo-
lition Party”. If the FBI finds any evidence that those women lied, they
should be punished so this never happens again, and also if they find
evidence that Judge Kavanaugh lied he should be impeached.
I want to ask one question; would anybody out there want any one of

those Democrat senators that interrogated Judge Kavanaugh — or the
ACLU or the demonstrators or the over 400 stupid college law profes-
sors that signed a petition to not appoint Judge Kavanaugh to the
Supreme Court — as your jurors, because these creeps would find you
guilty without any evidence?
The reason these Democrats hate Judge Kavanaugh so bad is because

they want a judge in there that legislates off the bench and not follow
constitutional rights. The Democrats believe that constitutional rights
are obsolete. If anyone noticed, the fake news media and the Democrats
are saying there are five right wing Judges and 4 left wing judges. It
shouldn’t make any difference what they are.  Just follow the constitu-
tional rights.

When President Trump serves his eight years, the next president and
first woman will be Nikki Haley and Ivanka Trump will be vice presi-
dent. These young men and women that are going to college and others
who think Bernie Sanders’ social policy is a dream come true — If your
dream ever becomes reality, it will be your worst nightmare.

Robert Peruski
Ubly
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MCLAREN THUMB REGION
WELCOMES

 Julie Zachwieja, DO
General Surgery

Julie Zachwieja, DO is now welcoming general surgery patients 
at McLaren Thumb Region’s Surgical Services Office located at 
1060 S. Van Dyke, Suite 500, Bad Axe, MI 48413 (behind the 
hospital)

Dr. Zachwieja specializes in:
• General Surgery
• Breast Surgery
• Endoscopy
• Minimally Invasive Laparoscopic Surgery
• Hernia Repair

For more information or to make your appointment, please call 
(989) 269-8701

Accepting new patients in Bad Axe
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TWICE THE FUN — Twin sisters Eva

(left) and Emily Anthony show off their

painted faces. The girls are the daugh-

ters of Nick and Michelle Anthony of

Cass City. 

AAUW Carnival successful...
CASHING IN THEIR game winnings, area kids

look through an assortment of prizes at the end of

the 46th annual AAUW Halloween Carnival. The

Carnival raised over $400 that will be used to fund

educational programs for Cass City Public Schools.

AIMING FOR SUCCESS. Three-year-

old Brett Mausolf of Cass City plays

the popular Plinko game during

Thursday night’s carnival.


