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HILLS AND DALES General Hospital, Cass City, has been ranked No.

37 out of 75 on the “Best Places to Work in Healthcare” by Modern Health-

care. Hills and Dales is the only hospital from Michigan to make the top

75 list. (Photo courtesy of Hills and Dales General Hospital)

Cass City Schools
gains 20 kids in
annual fall count

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

You’ll have to forgive Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel for doing a
double-take – and his math calculations more than once — following
last Wednesdays enrollment count.

The reason? Hartel is used to crossing his fingers in hopes that the
local district hasn’t lost more than 20 or 25 kids.
This year, however, Hartel was thrilled to report the Cass City Schools

has gained a significant number of students compared to last February,
when schools conduct the second of two annual statewide enrollment
tallies.
“We’re up a total of 20 kids from the last count, and what’s nice about

that is, we budgeted for the loss of 20 (students),” said Hartel, who re-
ported enrollment totals of 539 in grades Young Fives through sixth
grade (up nine kids from last February), and 449 students at the junior-
senior high (up 11 students compared to February).
“This is the first time, since I’ve been superintendent, that we haven’t

lost kids, and this is my ninth year,” he added. “So, we’re happy, we’re
very pleased with our count.”

The numbers translate into an additional $204,000 in state revenue
school officials hadn’t counted on when they adopted the district’s cur-
rent budget, which went into effect July 1. The estimate is based on this
year’s per-pupil funding level of $7,871.

The state increased this year’s funding amount by $240 per student,
although Hartel pointed out the hike isn’t a net increase. “They make it
look like you’re getting $240 (more), but the problem is, they take it
out in other areas,” he explained.
Last year, fall marked the first time in at least a decade that Cass City

School officials wrapped up the second of its two annual enrollment
counts without losing a student.
At the time, Hartel noted the district did lose four kids – less than 1.5

percent – compared to October 2016, but the numbers were still a relief,
considering the annual enrollment decline of more than three percent
local school officials had seen in each of the previous several years.

Enrollment plays a key role in school funding from the state, which
“blends” student counts conducted twice a year by districts; once in
February and again the following fall.  The state’s blending formula
places the greatest emphasis on the fall count, which is worth 90 percent
of the total.

The blended enrollment number is multiplied by schools’ foundation
allowances to determine how much revenue they will receive for the

Please turn to page 5.

Mom-daughter suspects
in produce stand thefts

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City area mother and daughter accused of stealing cash from a
roadside produce stand in Huron County’s Sheridan Township on mul-
tiple occasions will face criminal charges.

Law enforcement officials say tips generated by a Facebook post de-
scribing the thefts and including photos of the suspects played a key
role in wrapping up the investigation quickly.

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies were dispatched to a residence on

Novesta officials asking
for one-time special tax

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Voters in Novesta Township will be asked to approve a special, one-
time millage to fund the township’s roadside mowing expenses by fund-
ing equipment repairs/upgrades.

The township approved placing a one-mill request on the Tuesday,
Nov. 6, ballot, during a special meeting in August.
If approved, the tax would be levied for one year – 2019 – and would

cost the owner of a home with a market value of $80,000 about $40.
“Currently, the township has committed to provide roadside mowing

twice a year. To accomplish this…we are utilizing our 1982 Interna-
tional tractor and our 2004 Bush Hog SM 60,” township Supervisor
Chad Daniels said in a letter mailed out to residents last week. “Both
of these pieces of equipment are in need of some serious attention.

“The plan is simple,” Daniels explained. “If the millage passes, we
will make the necessary upgrades and/or repairs within our budgetary
means and continue this practice of mowing twice a year. If the millage
is voted down, we will scale back to hopefully roadside mow one time
a year until the equipment is no longer usable.”

Cass City grad eyes
career as trooper

Page 8

Hills and Dales General Hospital in Cass City has been named one
of the “Best Places to Work in Healthcare” by Modern Healthcare.
“Each year, employees of Hills and Dales complete an anonymous

survey given by the Best Companies Group, who partner with Mod-
ern Healthcare. Based on the results, they are ranked against other
healthcare organizations across the nation who also takes the survey,”
said Danielle Blaine, community relations director at Hills and Dales.
“This year, Hills and Dales has been ranked No. 37 out of 75. This

is the third time Hills and Dales General Hospital has made the list,”
she added, noting the local hospital ranked 50th and also made the
list in 2014.
Hills and Dales is the only hospital from Michigan to make the top

75 list.
The process is transparent, according to Blaine, who explained em-

ployees are given an in-depth survey with questions about leadership,
culture, working environment, training and other factors.

“They are also asked to judge their overall satisfaction with their
workplace.  Employers are asked about their company policies and
practices, benefits and the demographics of their workforce,” she
said. “The end result is analyzed and extensively compared to other
healthcare organizations who have taken the survey.”

“This survey is something we use every year as a way to identify
the changing needs of our employees,” said Hills and Dales President
and CEO Jean Anthony. “It has helped move us forward as an organ-
ization.

“We use the results and anonymous comments to strategize about

Hills and Dales among best
places to work in healthcare

THERE IS A new business in down-

town Gagetown. David “Butch”

Czbenkus (above) and Veronica

Michalewicz opened the Gagetown Sa-

loon, 4773 State St., is now open for

business. Because of all of the work that

needed to be done to the building after

being closed for so long, it took the new

owners three years to open.

A bit of Gagetown history 
back in business as saloon

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A “watering hole” in Gagetown
is back in business again.
The Gagetown Saloon, formerly

known as Kickin’ Back Bar, 4773
State St., is open after being
closed for several years.

“We’ve owned it for about three
years and just opened it up,” said
David “Butch” Czbenkus. “It took
so long to open it because there
were so many repairs that had to
be done. The roof had to be re-
paired, all of the plumbing had to
be redone, the hot water tank re-
placed, and the boiler needs work,
too.
“There was just a lot of work that

had to get done first,” he added.
Czbenkus and his girlfriend,

Veronica Michalewicz opened the
doors to the saloon at the end of
September.

The establishment’s glory days
as a tavern date back to when pro-
hibition was repealed.
“I’ve heard a lot of different sto-

ries about the bar, like it was built
in the 1800s, and there was a big
fire in town. The only buildings
that didn’t burn were a church and
the bar,” said Michalewicz.
Former long-time Gagetown res-

ident Clare Comment once called

the former hotel/saloon home, and
knows a lot of the history sur-
rounding the building.

“My dad, Harry Comment,
bought the hotel — that’s what
everyone called the building, in
1934. It was right after prohibition

ended. I was about 12 years old
when he bought it,” said Com-
ment, who is now 81.
“He used to own Harry’s Bar. He

sold beer and wine there. It was
next to the Methodist Church.

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 6.
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New animal shelter in Tuscola 
County implementing changes

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

There have been a number of
changes at the Tuscola County
Animal Shelter since the county
took over operations.
For the last 14 years, Tuscola has

contracted with Sanilac County to
operate an animal shelter. How-
ever, the arrangement ended in
June when Sanilac Animal Con-
trol Director James Matson re-
tired.

In setting up the shelter’s opera-
tions, the Tuscola Board of Com-
missioners hired Tyler Ray in July
16 to serve as an animal control
officer. And, Leigh Nacy was
hired as the shelter’s director in
early August, earning a salary of
$46,020.

One of the first things Nacy did
when she took over was to com-
pare Tuscola County shelters’ fees

to other counties, and she con-
cluded some of those fees should
be increased.

To help cover the cost of opera-
tions, new fees were approved for
the Tuscola County Animal Shel-
ter.
Under the new fee schedule, dog

adoptions will increase from $30
to $40 and cat adoptions will in-
crease from $20 to $30. The spay-
neuter deposit, meanwhile, will
increase from $30 to $60, in an ef-
fort to ensure more pet owners fol-
low through with the procedures.

In addition, the fee for pick-
up/impoundment increased from
$30 to $35 for the first offense,
$70 for the second offense, $105
for the third offense, and $200 for
the fourth offense. Officials say
they hope the hikes will motivate
pet owners to not allow their ani-
mals run at large.

There is a boarding fee of $10,

and there will be a $25 surrender
fee, which will cover the cost of
an animal’s care until placement
can be done.

“It has been a challenge setting
up our own shelter again, but in
the long run it seems to be a good
move. There is a real focus on
adoptions,” said county board
Chairman Thom Bardwell. “The
Cass River Pet FriendZ are happy
with the changes.”

The new hours of the animal
shelter, located at 2738 W. Caro
Rd., Caro, are: closed Sunday and
Monday; open Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays from 9 a.m. to
noon (for appointments only/stray
drop-off and residents looking for
lost pets) and one to 4 p.m. for
adoptions; and Wednesdays from
noon to 7 p.m.

The Wednesday hours were set
to accommodate residents unable
to get to the shelter during regular
business hours. The shelter will
also be open two Saturdays a
month from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (in
October those dates are Oct. 20
and Oct. 27).

The new hours of operation are
designed to allow for deep clean-
ing of the facility, investigations,
and to allow the public more ac-
cess.
Also, the animal control director

will receive $150 a week or eight
hours of compensation time per
week for being on call, and the on-
call pay for the animal control of-
ficer is $70. However, both the
director and the officer cannot
both be on call in the same week.

“The Tuscola County Animal
Control is doing all they can to
spruce up their building and find
homes for the pets that come in,”
said Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent.
The shelter can always use dona-

tions, including Tidy Cats
clumpable litter, dry cat food (Pu-
rina brand preferably), dog treats,
cat toys, bedding, and wet dog
food. The shelter tries not to use
dry dog food because of the grain
it contains. Going grain-free helps
with digestive issues when the
dogs come in.

The shelter has a Facebook page
— Tuscola County Animal Con-
trol and Adoptable Pets — and the
phone number is (989) 672-3863.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier
Wooly worm weather

Then, on top of it all, Mother Nature adds insult to
injury with a couple of warm weeks in October and
November in what is called Indian summer. Those
warm days gives false hope that winter will be a
long, long ways off.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Where did the summer go? It seems like summer
just arrived and there were so many fun-in-the-sun
things I planned on doing. Now, it’s gone…gone…
gone.
It seems like there is never enough time to do all of

the things I plan to do. Basically, I’m retired. I do
some freelancing, but as a freelance writer, I’m not
locked into a time schedule.

I used to laugh when my retired friends quipped
they were so busy during retirement they couldn’t un-
derstand how they found time to work. I’m experi-
encing that phenomenon myself now.

Years of getting up at 6 to 6:30 a.m. while I was
working is apparently ingrained in my DNA. Even
without an alarm, I still wake up at that time and fol-
low the same routine. I watch the news in the morn-
ing and then Good Morning America (GMA).

The only really difference is, now being retired, I
get to watch all of GMA instead of hitting the road
to work at 7:40 a.m. Now, when GMA is over, I start
writing.
Now that October has arrived, everyone starts won-

dering and/or speculating what the winter 2018-19
will be like. Long before there was science and
Doppler radar, in the early days farmers observed the
world around them. Some of their observations be-
came wives tales, myths and legends, and some have
actually been spot-on.
And, some turn to “The Old Farmers’ Almanac” for

the answer to that question, while others turn to fruit
or animals to find the answer to the age-old question.
There is a wide variety of clues when it comes harsh

winter weather prognosticating. The following are a
few: squirrels gathering nuts early and burying them
deeper, and acorns having thicker shells means a cold
winter.
Even pine trees get in the act of supposedly predict-

ing a bad winter when they produce a larger number
of and larger pine cones. They make more pine cones
to generate more seeds to assure the line continues
and to also help squirrels and birds with extra food.
An early bird migration of geese flying south is an-

other sign. If geese and other migratory birds are still
in the area in November, it means they are in no hurry
to leave, so it will be a mild winter.

And, everyone knows rodents head inside when it
is cold. That is no old wives tale. Rodents romp
around outside when the weather is nice, but at the
very first hint of cold, mice head indoors.
My grandmother swore by persimmons as a weather

predictor. She would cut a persimmon in half judge
the weather by what the inside looked like. If the in-
side looks like a knife, it would be a cold winter with
cutting winds. If the inside looked like the image of
a shovel, there was going to be a lot of snow to
shovel. If the inside looked like the image of a fork,
the winter would be mild.

The weather prognosticator I set the most store by
is the wooly worm. That was another one that my
grandmother used. The darker the caterpillars mean
the colder the winter, and if the brown band is nar-
row, it is going to be a harsh winter.
As usual, I went on the Internet looking this infor-

mation up to see if others had heard the same weather
tales as I had growing up. According to one site, the
wooly worm has had about an 80 percent accuracy
rate since the 1950s.

Change batteries in
CO, smoke alarms

Fall in Michigan means weekend football games, spec-
tacular color tours and the unbeatable taste of fresh apple
cider.

The season also brings cooler days and nights – and
marks the start of the heating season across much of the
state.

Many residents are wise enough to have their furnaces
and chimneys inspected and cleaned before winter sets in,
but far too many fail to pay attention to maintenance of
another vital piece of equipment: smoke and carbon diox-
ide alarms.

The risk of dying in a house fire is cut in half in homes
with working smoke alarms, according to the Michigan
State Fire Marshal’s Office, which urges residents to In-
stall smoke alarms on every level of the home, in every
bedroom and in the basement – and to make sure they
work – because smoke alarms usually fail because of miss-
ing, disconnected or dead batteries.
A report issued by the National Fire Protection Associa-

tion (NFPA) indicates that three out of five house fire
deaths results from fires in homes without working smoke
alarms.

The importance of working smoke alarms can’t be
overemphasized because their early warning of danger
provides lifesaving seconds to escape, particularly for
children and senior citizens who are most at risk and need
extra seconds to get out safely.

State fire officials say the peak time for home fire fatali-
ties is between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. when residents are typ-
ically sleeping. An average of three children per day die
in home fires and 80 percent of those occur in homes with-
out working smoke alarms.  Children are at an increased
risk of dying in a home fire because they can become
scared and confused when a fire erupts.
Families are encouraged to practice two ways to get out

of the house in case of fire.  An escape plan is vital because
fire is unpredictable and moves quickly – in as little as
three minutes, a home can become engulfed in flames.
Conduct fire drills at least a couple times each year and

make sure every family member understands the escape
plan and the importance of crawling low, below the dan-
gerously thick smoke and intense heat created by fire. 
Have a designated meeting place outside your home, and

never – never – go back into a burning home.
Carbon monoxide poisoning is another major concern,

especially with the cold weather and heating season here.
Carbon monoxide is difficult to detect, however, carbon

monoxide poisoning is completely preventable. And now
is the best time to ensure that furnaces and water heaters
are working properly, and that carbon monoxide detectors
are installed and have fresh batteries.
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless, and tasteless

gas that kills more than 500 Americans each year. It is pro-
duced by all fuel-burning devices. The warning signs of
carbon monoxide poisoning include flu-like symptoms
such as headache, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, drowsiness,
and confusion.

Never use generators, grills, camp stoves, or other fuel-
burning devices inside your home, basement, or garage.
If you use a generator, be sure it is located outside at least
25 feet away from your home. Also, park your car outside
while it is warming — never in the garage. Running a car
in an enclosed garage can create deadly levels of carbon
monoxide in minutes.
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Sanilac County residents who see an unshaven
sheriff’s deputy in the coming weeks can rest as-
sured there hasn’t been a spike in razor thefts across
the county.

“The staff at the sheriff’s office is again partici-
pating in ‘No-Shave November’ this year as a fun
way to raise funds to donate to a local charity,” ex-
plained Sanilac County Sheriff Garry Biniecki, who
noted deputies will be collecting money for the
P.C.U.P.S. Foundation, a charitable organization
dedicated to promoting men’s health and wellness
through early detection screening and knowledge
of symptoms, treatments, and care related to
prostate cancer.

“The donations will be collected throughout the
month of October for members that volunteer to
participate, and anyone is invited to donate in sup-
port of the cause,” Biniecki added.
“I just wanted to alert the public again in advance

that they will be seeing unshaven sheriff’s office
staff during the month of November. It is for a wor-
thy cause and I am happy that my staff wanted to
use this fun opportunity to give back to the com-
munity and make a positive difference,” he said.

**********

It’s about time to end 
this “reefer madness” 

Editor,

Big alcohol. Big tobacco. Big pharma. Big govern-
ment. All have a “big” stake in keeping recreational
marijuana illegal. This illegality ensures their dom-
inance in the lives and financial futures of millions
of Americans. 

Every argument put forward by Mr. (Tuscola
County Prosecutor Mark) Reene and PAAM (Pros-
ecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan) can ei-
ther be refuted or neutralized. His edibles comment
is a blatant falsehood. Same with organized crime.
Gotta love those half-truths.

Big alcohol? A legal drug. Profits in the millions.

Please turn to page 6.

Joey Kreeger reported the sixth annual Girls Night
Out Fundraiser, hosted by Sherwood on the Hill in
Gagetown over the weekend, was a huge success,
with a record turnout of nearly 170 people.

Kreeger, who served as coordinator, attributed the
success of the event to a host of area residents and
businesses, including Sherwood on the Hill, Nicole
Kyrié Nowaczyk, Cake Creations by Leah
Klosowski, Hills and Dales General Hospital, Kelly
and Co., Kreeger and Associates Dairy Team, DJ
Chuck McCarthy, Nick Moyer, Jerod Davidson,
Chris Smutek, Kevin Daley, Jeroen de Vor, Saunder
Poelma, Adam Friend, Joe Stewart, Paul Warner,
Bert Althaver, the Charmont and Julie Kolacz, every-
one that helped set up and serve, and to those who
donated items for the auctions.

“Together, we were able to raise $9,000 for the
Love for Lexi Pay it Forward Fund. That money will
be used to help local families in need while their
child is undergoing cancer treatment,” she explained.

“Although pink is just a color. I believe it shows
support and helps gives strength to everyone fighting
any form of cancer. Together we can make a differ-
ence! We proved that for sure.”

********** 

Over the weekend, my wife, Karen, and I – along
with our daughter, Kacey - visited relatives in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin.
We opted to take the Lake Express ferry that oper-

ates charters from Muskegon to Milwaukee, instead
of driving around Lake Michigan. The distance be-
tween the two ports is 75 miles by sea and 296 miles
by roads.
The reviews on our decision are mixed.
First off, the ferry is quite expensive. For the three

of us, $518.00 and that’s without a vehicle. That
being said, cutting a couple hours of travel time
while avoiding traffic nightmares around Chicago is
certainly a plus.

Perhaps it all comes down to the 2-hour boat ride.
Our trip across Friday was pleasant. Our trip home
Sunday wasn’t.
As soon as we boarded in Milwaukee, the Captain

announced that we would be facing 4-6 foot waves
on our trip back to Michigan with small craft warn-
ings in effect. The crew had Dramamine available
for all passengers – maybe 100 total – and at each
table plastic bags for motion sickness suffers were
available.

For Karen and me, the Dramamine didn’t work.
Let’s just say we used those plastic bags several
times while crossing the lake.

**********    

Small world department. Seated right behind us on
the ferry ride from Milwaukee to Muskegon were
Mike and Toby Weaver.
Mike, of course, is the former owner of Coach Light
Pharmacy, while Toby, a CMU graduate, was very
active in the Cass City community – not to mention
at the golf course.
Anyway, the Weavers didn’t seem too bothered by

the foul conditions. When I was being escorted out-
side to get fresh air, they were playing cards. When
I returned inside about an hour later, Mike was read-
ing a book. 

Adding to the small world thing, we actually pur-
chased our home from the Weavers about 19 years
ago. 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
on various criminal charges last
week:

*Ronald Stejakowski, 61, Rich-
mond, pleaded guilty to failure to
pay child support from Nov. 1,
2001, through Aug. 8, 2015, in
Caro, and to absconding or forfeit-
ing bond March 14, 2006, in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the cases and bond was
continued at a combined $11,000.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.
*Zachary A. Bignell, 22, Snover,

was sentenced to 93 days in the
county jail following his pleas of
no contest to charges of assault
with intent to do great bodily harm
less than murder, and domestic vi-
olence Feb. 8 in Cass City.
He was also placed on probation

for 12 months and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$1,358.

*Daniel J. Gebhardt, 32, Min-
neapolis, Minn., was sentenced to
18 months to 15 years in prison
following his pleas of no contest
to uttering and publishing involv-
ing a $348.74 check drawn on Ex-
change State Bank, and to identity
theft April 4, 2016, in Caro. He
was also convicted of being an ha-

bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $326.

*Aaron B. Craig, 33, Caro,
pleaded no contest to two counts
of fleeing and eluding a police of-
ficer and one count of operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor June 17 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Laurence L. Alexander, 47, Vas-

sar, pleaded no contest to two
counts of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer June
30 in Vassar. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Roy J. Klinesmith, 55, Caro,
pleaded no contest to assault with
intent to do great bodily harm less
than murder July 16 in Indian-
fields Township. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior

felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Matthew W. Donovan, 39,
Caro, pleaded guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
March 14 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $1,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Brandon L. Diem, 21, Mayville,

pleaded guilty to charges of flee-
ing and eluding a police officer,
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, and
assaulting, resisting or obstructing
a police officer June 2 in Indian-
fields Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Fredrick I. Zink, 59, Fairgrove,

pleaded no contest to three counts
of criminal sexual conduct, sec-
ond degree, June 18 in Fairgrove.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $35,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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����		�� Deputies seek public’s help
in stolen trailer investigation

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Huron County Sheriff’s De-
partment is asking for citizens’
help in solving the recent theft of
a trailer from a Verona Township
rental equipment company.
According to reports, the theft of

a rental dump trailer is believed to
have taken place shortly after 5
a.m. Sept. 29 at Booms Rental,
1170 N. Van Dyke Rd. (M-53).

Video surveillance captured a
suspect taking the black 12-foot

by 6-foot 2016 Sure Trac trailer,
according to Sheriff Kelly J. Han-
son, who described the trailer as
having large white lettered
“Booms Rental” on both sides, sil-
ver “Swartz Trailer Sales” tags on
the front and back, a canvass
cover and a red reflective tape
strip all around it.

“Unfortunately, the footage was-
n’t good enough to make out who
the suspect was, or what the tow
vehicle was, but it did show vehi-
cles going by on the road when
the theft was occurring,” Hanson

said. “It is believed those passing
by drivers could have seen the
trailer being hooked onto and
leaving. The suspect vehicle and
stolen trailer departed to the north
when it left.”
The sheriff added, “We’re asking

anyone who may have went
through that area of N. Van Dyke
(M-53) around the 5 a.m. time
frame…to contact our office dur-
ing regular business hours at (989)
269-6500, or Huron Central Dis-
patch anytime at (989) 269-6421,
if they can help us with informa-
tion about this theft.”
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Nag the women in
your life this month

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Breaking ground recently on
Hills and Dales General Hospital’s
new retail pharmacy, hospital of-
ficials present were Ken Baranski,
chief financial officer; Dale Fritz,
director of facilities; Jean An-
thony, chief operating officer;
Craig Bellew, director of phar-
macy; and Mike Falatko, presi-
dent and CEO.

Schneeberger’s congratulates
Quinn Smith as their choice for
“Athlete of the Week” award win-
ner. The Owen-Gage senior is the
first athlete from a school outside
of Cass City to win the prestigious
honor. Quinn’s numbers are hard
to deny. In the Bulldog’s latest
win, Smith ran for 220 yards and
4 touchdowns as Coach Steve
Hollocker’s Bulldogs improved to
6-0 Friday following a 66-14 vic-
tory over host New Haven Merritt
Academy.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Alecia Filipek and Jeremiah
Morell were crowned this year’s
Kingston High School Homecom-
ing queen and king Friday night.

Rickey Hartwick, 23, has been a
successful deer hunter every year
since his first trek into the woods
when 13 years old. None of his
previous trophies equals the one
he shot this year north of Cass
City at 7:30 a.m. Thursday. The
deer is a 10-pointer with an 18 1/2
inch spread.

The 2008 Owen-Gage home-
coming king & queen candidates
are seniors: Angela Shepherd,
Samantha Radabaugh, Katie
Rhodes, Amanda Faist, Allyson
Brown, Robert Teske, Stephen
Roemer, Brent Reil, Derek Bu-
choltz and James Harris.

Cass City’s Adam Kranz is
spending a year in Mexico as an
exchange student through the
sponsorship of the Cass City Ro-
tary Club. 

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Mr. and Mrs. Philip G. Gum of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Catherine
Mary, to Timothy William Ding-
man, son of Mr. and Mrs. William
J. Dingman of Ocala, Fla. Cather-
ine Mary is the granddaughter of
the late John P. Guza and Emma
Guza of Verona. Timothy William
is the grandson of the late Percy
and Agnes Mosack Dingman, for-
merly of Gagetown. 

Leon R. Butler II, a student at
Cass City High School, the son of
Carol and Leon R. Butler of Caro,
recently enlisted in the United
States Army’s delayed entry pro-
gram for a 4-year tour of duty as a
stinger missile system repairer. He
is scheduled to report for active
duty in June 1994. 
Cass City Middle School Student

Council members are Nicolette
Zawilinski, Lindsay Maharg,
Mandy Chappel, Shelly Ulfig and
Kara Mellendorf.
After more than 40 years in Cass

City, McConkey Jewelry and Gift
Shop will move to Caro. Packing
up the inventory last week was
owner Cindy Jackson. 

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Mrs. Elmer Francis took her
mother, Mrs. Rachel Wright, to
Drayton Plains Sept. 15 to visit
Mrs. Wright’s sisters, Mrs. Hattie
Jones, who is 86 years old, and
Mrs. Nida DeBois, 84. Mrs.
Wright will be 85 years old in Oc-
tober.

Pvt. Victor L. Kellar Jr., son of
Maurice F. and Marlene E. Mull
of 1592 N. Main Street, Snover,
has completed basic training at
Fort Sill, Okla. During the train-
ing, students received instruction
in drill and ceremonies, weapons,
map reading, tactics, military
courtesy, military justice, first aid,
and Army history and traditions.
He is a 1982 graduate of Sandusky
High School.
Max and Sandy Morrish of Cass

City announce the birth of their
son, Christopher Max, born Sept.
10 at Hills and Dales General
Hospital. He weighed nine
pounds, 12 1/4 ounces and meas-
ured 22 inches. He joins a sister
Kimberly Rae, 1 1/2 years old, at

I tease my wife frequently about being a big nag, but she and my
grown children will tell you (with pleasure) that I’m the biggest nag in
the house.
They’re right, but I like to think of myself as being a good “reminder”.
It can be a bad habit, but not when it comes to protecting your loved

ones from breast cancer.
Area residents are bound to hear plenty about October’s designation

as Breast Cancer Awareness Month over the next several days. Local
businesses observe the month, in part, with window displays and pink
ribbons promoting awareness of breast cancer during the community’s
annual Pinktober celebration.

The effort will also hopefully serve as a reminder that a diagnosis of
this horrible disease doesn’t have to be a death sentence.  Far from it.

But it takes a proactive approach to beat this killer, something many
area residents know firsthand.  Countless others have also experienced
the dread of hearing the word “cancer” — after all, how many of us
haven’t been touched in some way by breast cancer, whether it involved
a wife and mother, grandmother, a sister, or a close friend?
Among Michigan women, breast cancer is the most commonly newly-

diagnosed cancer, according to the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS).

Breast cancer is the second-leading cause of cancer deaths among
women in the state. The death toll was about 1,460 women in 2014, and
projections indicated the disease would claim an estimated 1,410 vic-
tims in 2017. This year, more than 8,700 women were expected to be
diagnosed with breast cancer, with an anticipated death toll of 1,400.
In spite of those statistics, MDHHS officials say the number of breast

cancer deaths and new diagnoses have declined in Michigan, from 32.9
deaths per 100,000 women in 1995 to 21.7 deaths per 100,000 women
in 2015, according to the latest statistics available.

Bottom line? Many women are surviving.
Virtually everyone has their own story. Here’s mine: I was 16 when

my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer.  She spent her 40th birthday
in a hospital bed after surgeons removed her left breast.  It was a dev-
astating experience for her.

But that was 40 years ago.  At the end of August, mom turned 80.
Doctors say early detection is the key to survival.  With regular screen-

ing, breast cancer is more likely to be detected at an earlier stage, when
it is most treatable.

Now, I’ll be the first to say breast cancer isn’t the easiest topic for a
man to bring up with the women in his life.  But any discomfort you
might feel simply doesn’t compare to the dread of having to schedule
an appointment with an oncologist.  Or sitting in a hospital waiting
room while someone close to you is undergoing a mastectomy.

Like I said, it’s all about early detection.
So, go ahead, guys, remind your wife, your daughters, your mother

and your sisters about the importance of being screened, especially if
they’re over the age of 40.
And then, remind them again.
Do whatever it takes to prevent your loved ones from becoming an-

other statistic in a book that might be quite a bit thinner if we all did a
little more nagging.

noteworthy work in her local 4-H
Club is the winning of a scholar-
ship to Michigan State College
awarded on the basis of outstand-
ing ability and personality. Other
achievements include placing sec-
ond in the 1942 state clothing
judging contest, and the honor of
being selected as state delegate to
the National 4-H Club Congress.
The latter is among the highest
awards attainable in the state. This
summer Miss Meredith carried a
variety of club projects, including
gardening, poultry, canning, food
preparation, baking and junior
leadership. As a wartime
farmerette, she has contributed a
great deal to the war effort
through her enthusiasm and skill
in farm work.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Charles Klinkman of Flint and
Miss Edith Hail, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Chas. Hall of Cass City
were united in marriage by Rev.
Verco of the North Baptist church
in Flint last Wednesday, Sept. 25.
The bride wore a travelling suit
and the couple was unattended.
After the ceremony they jour-
neyed to Detroit where they were
entertained at a wedding dinner at
the Hotel Statler by relatives and
friends. After a short visit in De-
troit, Toledo and Monroe, Mr. and
Mrs. Klinkman came to Cass City
Friday evening and are guests of
the bride’s parents. They will
make their home in Flint where
the groom is employed in a fac-
tory. Mrs. Klinkman was a mem-
ber of the Class of 1913 of the
Cass City high school and for the
past five years has been a teacher
in the public schools of this vicin-
ity. On Wednesday evening the
young people of the Baptist
church gave a shower in honor of
the bride at her parental home.

Mr. A. F. Stone, Cass City,
Michigan. Dear Father: Will write
you a few lines today. Left the
hospital a little over a month ago,
and have been most all over
France since I started back to join
my company. Was held up with a
bunch of other sergeants to form a
replacement battalion. Have just
about given up ever getting back
to my old company and I don’t
like it any too well, but that
doesn’t get you anywhere in the
army. I put in a lot of hard work in
the Machine Gun Battalion and
now I may have to go back to In-
fantry work, and it comes rather
hard. I sure had a home in the 12th
and I will never find a branch of
the service I like as well as the
M.G. It is interesting work. Well,
I know what war is now and I
don’t disagree with Sherman. I
had an idea I would be frightened
out of my wits the first time I was
under fire, but I didn’t find it so
bad; made me duck at first but
soon got over that. The wound in
my throat didn’t hurt much, but I
came near bleeding to death. Was
unconscious most of the time for
four days, but feel all better now.
I have had three pretty close calls;
I was buried once. I was lying in
a shallow trench and a shell hit
right in front of me, covering me
up, and made me feel a little
jumpy for a while, but that soon
wore off. Took part in a capture of
the village. Had a strip cut in the
top of my tin hat about 3 inches
long from machine gun bullets. I
would tell you more about France
but the censor won’t stand for it.
Srgt. Allan F. Stone

home. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Little, Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Morrish and Mr. and Mrs.
Glenn Darr, all of Cass City.
Great-grandparents are Mrs. Beat-
rice Little, Cass City, Mr. and Mrs.
Wesley Boyl, Kingston, and
Joseph Czarnecki, East Jordan.

A surprise 75th birthday party
was given Saturday for Jennie Cy-
bulski Brislin, of Detroit, at her
home on Elmwood Rd. Guests in-
cluded Mr. and Mrs. David Cap-
man of Redford, Robert and
Jeffrey of Detroit, Mildred Parker
and Karen of Decker, Mr. and
Mrs. Steve Cybulski and Cindy,
and Deb Franks, all of Cass City,
Mr. and Mrs. Elden Hutchinson Jr.
and David and Ryan of
Unionville, Genevieve McCoon,
Victoria Hutchinson and Betty,
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Cybulski and
Kyle, Ron Cybulski, Sam, Jamie,
Mindy and Carrie, all of Caro.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Sally Ware and Wendy Ware are
each recipients of honor awards
from Spring Arbor College. The
scholarships are based on high
school grade point averages and
their American College Test com-
posite test scores Sally is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
Ware, and Wendy is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Ferris Ware. Both
are May graduates of Cass City
High School and freshmen at the
college. The four-year liberal arts
institution is located in Spring
Arbor, near Jackson.

New officers of the Hills and
Dales General Hospital Auxiliary
are Betty Greenleaf, treasurer;
Ruth Whittaker, president; Linda
Herron, secretary, and Donna
Wischmeyer, vice president. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Root had
as Sunday afternoon dinner
guests, Mr. and Mrs. George
McKee, Paul and Cindy of Lapeer
and Mr. and Mrs. Roger Root and
children.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

The Rev. Roy J. Striffler, former
Cass Cityan, will retire from the
ministry Oct. 15. He has been pas-
tor of Berkey, Ohio, Congrega-
tional Christian Church for the
past three years. A service of
thanksgiving at the Berkey church
marked the 40th anniversary of
the Rev. Mr. Striffler’s ordination.
He served as pastor of the First
Congregational Church in Bay
City for five years before leaving
in June of 1965. He and his wife
will reside in Wauseon, Ohio,
after Oct. 15.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hanby and

daughter Kristy of Detroit spent
Saturday with Mrs. Ralph Ward
and Miss Mary Hanby. Other din-
ner guests Saturday in the Ward
home were Mr. and Mrs. Don
Hanby and family and Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Hanby. Mrs. Florence
Sinclair of Harrison, Mrs. Vera
King and Homer Motz joined the
group in the afternoon.
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rabideau of

Cass City have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Terri
Sue, to James J. Groombridge, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Willington
Groombridge of Decker.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

A graduate this week of the Har-
lingen flexible gunnery school
who qualified as an expert aerial
triggerman after six weeks of in-
tensive training and now wears
the silver wings of a Gunner-
Sergeant is Robt. Spiers, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Spiers, of R. R.
No. 1, Deford. He was promoted
to sergeant and received his
diploma and wings at brief exer-
cises held at Harlingen Army Air
Field, Texas, and, unless held over
to serve as an instructor, will de-
part immediately to join a combat
crew aboard a U. S. bomber. Be-
fore learning to “double in gun-
nery,” he completed one other
course and qualified as an air crew
technician.

Belva Meredith of Snover, has
been awarded a $25.00 War Bond
by the Standard Oil Co. in recog-
nition of her outstanding accom-
plishments in 4-H Club work.
Topping a long list of honors re-
sulting from Miss Meredith’s

year.
For nearly two decades, Cass City officials have watched local student

numbers fall by hundreds of youngsters – losing an average of 3.7 per-
cent of the district’s student population annually since the 2005-06
school year, when the district boasted 1,500 students.  In 2001-02, Cass
City had more than 1,600 kids enrolled.
In contrast, school officials three years ago reported the then-latest en-

rollment dip that left the district with fewer than 1,000 students for the
first time in memory.

A shift in that trend has made a good year for the Cass City Schools
even better, according to Hartel, who said the district has a number of
other significant accomplishments under its belt, including adoption of
a strategic plan, passage of a bond extension proposal, outstanding test
scores and ratification of a new teachers’ contract.

“There are always things we want to improve, but overall it’s been a
pretty good year, and we’re looking forward to another good year.

Continued from page one.

Cass City enrollment rebounding
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Time to end “reefer madness” 

Continued from page three.

Jobs! Sugary-sweet wine coolers. Alcoholic root beer. Honey whiskey.
Local breweries and distilleries opening everywhere. Responsible for
thousands of ruined lives and deaths for decades.
Big tobacco? A legal drug. Profits in the millions. Jobs! Flavored and

menthol cigarettes. Flavored chew. A burgeoning vaping craze, thanks
to a variety of tasty choices. Responsible for thousands of ruined lives
and deaths for decades.

Big pharma? A multi-billion dollar industry. Jobs! Anti-depressants,
sleep aids, Ritalin, the opioid crisis (need I say more?). Responsible for
thousands of ruined lives and deaths for decades.

Big government? Has squandered millions of your tax dollars in the
war on marijuana. Jobs! The DEA. Misinformation. Bribes. Informants.
Fines. Attorney fees. Court costs. Jail time. Jobs lost. Homes lost. Fam-
ilies torn apart. Responsible for thousands of ruined lives. Just say “no”.

Make no mistake; this is not about legalizing marijuana use for re-
sponsible adults. This is about your freedom. How you choose to pursue
life, liberty and happiness. By voting, we determine how we choose to
be free. The “powers that be” want you to be free the way they say it’s
okay for you to be free. The world is changing and they don’t like it.

However you decide – get the facts. All the facts from a variety of
sources. Yes, a drug-free life is probably the best life. But, for some rea-
son, Americans like to get a little “buzz” on. Canadians too, eh? The
powers that be believe it is their right to decide for you which “buzz”
is acceptable.

It is time to end this reefer madness. Time to tell those who believe
they know what’s best for us, “We’re tired of your fear mongering!”

So, get out and vote, please. But don’t vote in a way that limits your
freedom. The powers that be would love that. In fact, they’re counting
on it.

Jack Adams
Deford

our employee satisfaction.  Making the ‘best places to work’ list for the
third time proves that we are achieving our goals, and that feels really
good,” Anthony added.

“We want our employees to love their job and enjoy coming to work
every day.  This survey is a testament to the hard work each person has
done to bring us to where we are today.”

“A decade ago, Modern Healthcare set out to recognize outstanding
employers across the industry,” said Fawn Lopez, publisher of Modern
Healthcare. “Now in its tenth year, Modern Healthcare’s Best Places to
Work in Healthcare has become the hallmark for organizations striving
to be just that. It’s gratifying to see how the program has grown.

“Our award winners can be proud of the role they play in elevating
the standard for workplace excellence,” Lopez added. “These five-star
organizations not only see higher employee retention, but also increased
patient engagement and satisfaction and healthier bottom lines.”

Continued from page one.

Organization awards Hills
and Dales CT accreditation

Hills and Dales General Hospital has been awarded a three-year term
of accreditation in computed tomography (CT) as the result of a recent
review by the American College of Radiology (ACR).
CT scanning — sometimes called CAT scanning — is a non-invasive

medical test that helps physicians diagnose and tailor treatments for
various medical conditions.  The accreditation includes both CT for
adults and pediatrics.

Hills and Dales is one of very few area hospitals to be accredited for
pediatric CTs.

The ACR gold seal of accreditation represents the highest level of
image quality and patient safety, and is awarded only to facilities meet-
ing ACR Practice Guidelines and Technical Standards after a peer-re-
view evaluation by board-certified physicians and medical physicists
who are experts in the field.

Image quality, personnel qualifications, adequacy of facility equip-
ment, quality control procedures, and quality assurance programs are
assessed. The findings are reported to the ACR Committee on Accred-
itation, which subsequently provides the practice with a comprehensive
report they can use for continuous practice improvement.

The ACR is a national professional organization serving more than
36,000 diagnostic/interventional radiologists, radiation oncologists, nu-
clear medicine physicians, and medical physicists with programs fo-
cusing on the practice of medical imaging and radiation oncology and
the delivery of comprehensive health care services.

“This accreditation is a testament to the hard-working staff we have
here at Hills and Dales General Hospital,” commented Peggy Davidson,
director of radiology at Hills and Dales.
“In the radiology department, the technologists are constantly contin-

uing their education, and it is a huge benefit to our patients,” she added.
“This accreditation further shows our continued dedication to providing
the best patient care possible.”

Hospital among best places to work
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News briefs
Seniors invited to workshop
CARO – The 2018 Senior Empowerment Workshop invites seniors
throughout the area to “learn, grow and connect.”
The event is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 17, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

at the Loyal Order of Moose, 1366 E. Caro Rd., Caro.
Speakers will include Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent, Martin Hall

of Team One Credit Union, representatives of the Human Development
Commission (HDC), Lakeshore Legal Aid/Ombudsman and List Psy-
chological – all ready to provide seniors with the information they need
to stay informed.
The day will also feature bingo, prizes and lunch. 
Those planning to attend are asked to RSVP by Friday, Oct. 12, by

calling (989) 450-8632.

4-H Fall Family Social slated
HURON COUNTY — The annual Huron County 4-H Fall Family So-
cial will be held Sunday, Nov. 4, at the Pasta House in Kinde. The event
will begin at 1 p.m. with a pasta and salad bar dinner. A portion of the
dinner proceeds will go to the 4-H program.

Darren Bagley, Children and Youth Educator from Genesee County,
will be the guest speaker. The agenda also include recognition of 4-H
members for their outstanding work in specific project areas, competi-
tive activities and leadership roles through the 4-H program., as well
as recognition of the county’s 4-H adult and teen volunteers for their
countless hours of dedication and work volunteering for the develop-
ment of area youth.

The Huron County 4-H Leaders’ Association will be hosting its 10th
annual silent auction fundraiser during the fall family social, and the 4-
H council is inviting all Huron County 4-H clubs to participate by do-
nating at least one basket or item from their 4-H club.

4-H families are also welcome to donate items such as baked goods,
blankets, ceramics, creative crafts, gift baskets, gift cards/certificates,
hand-crafted items, quilts, and plants/planters.
Last year, more than $900 was raised, with the proceeds used for 4-H

programs, including scholarships to 4-H Exploration Days, Kettunen
Center workshops, Citizenship Washington Focus, and 4-H Capitol Ex-
perience.
Silent auction items can be dropped off to the MSU Extension Office

through Friday, Oct. 26, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

College night on tap Oct. 23
BAD AXE — Bad Axe High School will host Huron County College
Night Tuesday, Oct. 23, starting at 6 p.m. in the gym.

It is important that students and parents attend the opening session to
receive directions and updated informtion. About 40 representatives of
Michigan colleges, universities and other institutions will be on hand
to answer questions and provide information on their respective pro-
grams.

Info update on lead in homes
LANSING — A recently updated Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) website is providing a one-stop shop for
Michigan residents seeking lead information and resources.

Michigan.gov/lead provides information on lead and lead services in
Michigan, along with lead policies and laws. The newly revamped web-
site also allows users to access lead data and reports and provides re-
sources for lead professionals and healthcare providers.
The updated site is the result of combining two MDHHS lead websites.

Leading the effort were the Healthy Homes Section (HHS) and Child-
hood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPPP). Both HHS and
CLPPP work to reduce lead exposure in Michigan.

School a blue ribbon winner
FAIRGROVE — The smallest school district in Tuscola County has re-
ceived a big honor.
The Akron-Fairgrove School District is one of 13 schools the U.S. De-

partment of Education recognized as exemplary and high-performing,
presenting them with a 2018 National Blue Ribbon.
The award is given to schools where students “either achieve very high

learning standards or are making notable improvements in closing the
achievement gap.”

Akron-Fairgrove is the only district in the county to adopt a balance
calendar in which students attend classes year-round, with breaks
throughout the year. The district has an enrollment of about 316 stu-
dents, up from 292 kids last fall.

South Van Dyke Road (M-53) early last week, according to Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson, who noted someone had broken into a money box at
a self-serve produce stand at the location.
“Owner Theresa Woodward reported to Sgt. James Hunt that this was

the third larceny…since the 12th of September,” Hanson reported, not-
ing as much as $600 is believed to have been taken.

“Fortunately, she had some pictures (of the latest) reported larceny,
which came from a nearby game camera. Those pictures were then
posted on social media, which netted at least four tips to our office,”
Hanson said.

A woman described as being in her 60s, and her daughter, described
as being in her 40s – both from the Cass City area – were identified and
questioned.

Hanson said the pair, whose names were not released pending their
formal arraignments in Huron County District Court, cooperated with
Hunt regarding their part in all three larcenies. “Larceny charges and at
least one count of malicious destruction of property charge will be
sought,” he added.
The Cass City Police Department assisted deputies in the investigation,

according to the sheriff.

When prohibition ended, he
wanted to sell liquor, so he had to
find a different location because
you couldn’t do that next to a
church. To sell liquor, you had to
be 500 feet away from a church.
That’s why he bought the hotel
and moved the bar license there.”

The ratification of the 18th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion in 1919 banning the manufac-
ture, transportation and sale of
intoxicating liquors, was when
prohibition started. In 1933, Con-
gress approved the 21st Amend-
ment to the Constitution, which
repealed the 18th Amendment,
ending the prohibition era.

“When prohibition ended, my
dad got a liquor license to use in
the hotel. He paid $1,000 for the
building and the business,” Com-
ment recalled. “That was a lot of
money back then. He sold beer for
a nickel a glass and he paid off
that debt in three months. The bar
just boomed.

“I think he was the first in Tus-
cola County to get a liquor li-
cense. I heard there may have
been one in Reese, but I’m not

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Bit of town history opens doors for business
sure.”
Because of the Great Depression

in 1932, there was a need for jobs
and revenue, and legalizing liquor
helped with both.

“I bought it because it belonged
to my girlfriend’s brother at one
time, and I got a good deal on it,”
Czbenkus said.

The building dates back to the
1880s. An exact age of the struc-
ture could not be determined.

“It’s an old building and we’ve
worked to keep the ambiance of
that time with some antiques,”
said Czbenkus. “There is an old
ice box, a pump organ, and a
Hoosier.”

Czbenkus was referring to a
Hoosier cabinet, which was popu-
lar in the late 1800s and 1900s. It
is a free-standing, multi-purpose
kitchen cabinet that was also a
workstation. It was made in
Hoosier, Ind., hence the name.

“Back in the day, most old
houses didn’t have kitchens with
many cupboards,” he explained.
“A Hoosier had everything. There
was a flour bin and sifter, a potato
bin, an area to keep bread, and
area for spices, and a sliding table
top that pulled out for a work

area.”
A lot of the antiques in the saloon

were purchased at garage sales.
“Each year there is the M-25 trail

with lots of garage sales along it.
We did that garage sale on M-25
for the last few years and picked
up a lot of antiques from that,”
Michalewicz said. “And, we’ve
had some given to us.”

The Gagetown Saloon operated
originally as a hotel, and a restau-
rant was added later. Eventually a
bar was added.
“A long-range plan is to develop

rooms in the upstairs…for hunters
who come to the area, or apart-
ments,” Czbenkus said.

The opening of the Gagetown
Inn is a welcome development in
a community that started out with
a once-bright future.

Back in the day, Gagetown had
more businesses than Cass City.
“There used to be three bars, five

gas stations, and my dad built a
dance hall next to the bar. It cost a
quarter to get in the dance. There
was a dance every Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday night. Every-
body from all over the Thumb
would go there to dance,” Com-
ment said. “Dad told me during
the winter he would turn the heat
way up to make it hot in the dance
hall. Warm people drink more
beer and that made more money.”

Today, the village of Gagetown
has a population of about 400 res-
idents, and just a handful of busi-
nesses.
“Back when I was a kid, the town

was a hopping place,” added
Comment, noting a fire took out a
lot of the town. “It never came
back to what it once was.”
According to Comment, the hotel

where the Gagetown Saloon is en-
joyed plenty of business when the
railroad was being built in the
Thumb.
The railroad workers were “kind

of skid-row types,” who stayed
there, said Comment.
The railroad constructed through

Gagetown was on the Pontiac,
Oxford and Northern line, which
later became the Grand Trunk
Western Railroad Company
(GTW). Rail service no longer
goes to Gagetown. Rail service
stops at the elevator in Colling.

Mom, daughter face charges
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Jostens, the leading producer of yearbooks and student-created content,
recently announced that Kingston Junior-Senior High School’s year-
book program has been named a 2018 Jostens’ National Yearbook Pro-
gram of Excellence.

The National Yearbook Program of Excellence recognizes engaging
yearbooks that reflect a broad representation of the student body while
helping students develop 21st-century skills such as communication,
collaboration, and information and communication technologies (ICT)
literacy.

Kingston’s award-winning yearbook program is led by teacher and
yearbook Advisor Shelley TerBush, and students Morgan Tallieu,
Jillyan Dinsmore, Hailey Kowalski, Carley Smith.

“The honor and recognition really should go to these young ladies,”
TerBush said of her students. “They took great pride in their work and
produced a quality project. They met the deadlines and added their cre-
ative spirit to the project.”

Jostens’ National Yearbook Program of Excellence Awards are pre-
sented twice a year, in the spring and in fall for yearbooks delivered
during the school year.
The award was presented to the Kingston Junior-Senior High School

yearbook program was based on “achieving the defined criteria in each
of three following categories: creating an inclusive yearbook, generating
school engagement, and successfully managing the yearbook creation
process.”

“Jostens is proud to recognize those individuals who have acted as
wonderful stewards by creating an exceptional yearbook for their school
and community,” said Chuck Mooty, Josten’s president and CEO.
“Yearbooks are a critical part of telling a school’s story, and Jostens is
dedicated to supporting yearbook staff members with state-of-the-art
tools and resources that help celebrate moments that matter.”

Kingston received a gem-studded recognition pin and a banner to dis-
play in school, so the entire school community will be aware of the
achievement.

Kyle Ross

Cass City grad sets sights on career as trooper
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The Michigan State Police
(MSP) recently announced 128 re-
cruits, including a local resident,
have completed the first week of
26 weeks of training to become
MSP troopers, including the
largest number of women in more
than two decades.

Among the recruits is Kyle J.
Ross of Cass City. The son of An-
drea and Steve Ross, the 21-year-
old is a 2015 graduate of Cass
City High School.
Ross is pursuing a bachelor’s de-

gree in criminal justice through
Ferris State University. In addition
to college, he has also worked
full-time for local mason Ryan
Cumper.

Ross, who spends his weeks now
preparing for a rigorous career as
a trooper, described the training as
“very intensive” during the week-
end break.

“It’s definitely been a culture
shock, for sure, (but) it’s made me
more confident in myself,” he
said. “Even after the first week, I
could definitely tell it boosted my
confidence.”
The process of entering the MSP

academy involves eight or nine
steps, including an entry level law
enforcement exam in Lansing and
supplemental paperwork, physical
agility test, interview, and medical
and psychological exams, accord-
ing to the Cass City native, who
says he set his sights on the Michi-
gan State Police early on in his
high school career.

“I’d say, probably, my freshman
year (I knew) that’s what I wanted
to do. It felt like it’s the best way
to help people out,” he said.
Ross added law enforcement also

fit in with his passion for work
that offers both challenges and an
unpredictable schedule. “I don’t
like to do the same thing every
day,” he said.
After completing the MSP train-

ing, troopers are assigned to a spe-
cific post for two years, said Ross,
who noted trainees are asked to
select their preferences in terms of
location, but don’t know where
they will end up until they are as-
signed.

Regardless of his destination
after graduation, however, Ross

flect the communities we serve,”
said Col. Kriste Kibbey Etue, di-
rector of the Michigan State Po-
lice (MSP). “With 23 women in
this class and 24 recruits who
identify as a racial minority, this
class is our most diverse recruit
class in the last 20 years.”

To continue to build on this mo-
mentum, the MSP is redoubling
recruiting efforts to find candi-
dates for future trooper recruit
schools, including launching new
videos on social media to share
the agency’s mission and mes-
sage. The first video, “On the
Lookout,” can be viewed on Face-
book and YouTube.
During recruit school, recruits re-

side at the MSP Training Acad-
emy from Sunday through Friday
each week. Between wake-up at 5
a.m. and lights-out at 10 p.m.,
they will receive over 1,200 hours
of instruction in criminal law, pa-
trol techniques, defensive tactics,
ethics, cultural diversity and im-
plicit bias, first aid, report writing,
firearms, water safety, crime scene
processing and precision driving.

Recruits who successfully com-
plete recruit school will graduate
April 3, 2019.
To learn more about a career with

the MSP or begin the application
process, visit
www.michigan.gov/mspjobs.

says he would like to eventually
protect and serve residents in his
hometown and surrounding com-
munities.

“I like the Thumb. I grew up
here,” he said. “I’d definitely like
to come back to the Caro post.
That’s the post I’m gunning for.”

Ross is a member of what state
police officials describe as their
most diverse recruit class in two
decades.
“At a time when police agencies

nationwide are struggling to find
qualified candidates, we have
worked extremely hard to im-
prove our recruiting and selection
process to attract the most quali-
fied women and men who best re-

SHELLEY TerBush, Kingston Junior-Senior High

School Yearbook Advisor (from left), and her stu-

dents, Carley Smith, Morgan Tallieu and Jillyan

Dinsmore recently accepted a Jostens National Pro-

gram of Excellence Award. Missing from the photo

is student Hailey Kowalski.

Jostens honors Kingston’s

yearbook staff and advisor
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Deford Christian Academy
(DCA) was launched in 1981 as a
ministry of Deford Community
Church for the purpose of teach-
ing a Biblical worldview and
Christian character, along with
standard instruction students re-
ceive from kindergarten through
12th grade.

The student body of DCA cur-
rently represents six different area
churches in the Kingston, Cass
City and Caro areas and beyond. 

Over the years, as inflation has
grown, the financial commitment
we’ve asked of our student fami-
lies has remained the same. This
is largely due to the generous do-
nations and contributions of peo-
ple outside of DCA who strongly
believe that the scriptures, person
and work of Jesus should be the
cornerstone of childhood instruc-
tion.
The Deford Country Fair and Pie

Auction is one opportunity we’ve

created for people to support this
cause and have fun while doing it.
The money raised throught this
event helps offset the general op-
erations of DCA enabling us to
keep tuition low.

In fact, our dream is to lower it
further. You can be a part of this
mission by bringing your friends
and family to enjoy the Deford
Country Fair on Saturday, Oct. 13,
from noon to 4 p.m. at the Deford

Community Church.
You can find more information

on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/defordchris-
tiancrusaders or
www.facebook.com/deford-com-
m u n i t y - c h u r c h -
3061472528155544, or contact us
via e-mail at defordchristianacad-
emy@gmail.com.

Pastor Dave Cooper
Deford Community Church

Pastor’s corner: support the Deford Country Fair

Pastor Dave Cooper
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ABOUT A dozen members

of the Tuscola County law

enforcement community,

including representatives

of the Cass City Police De-

partment, Tuscola County

Sheriff’s Department,

Michigan State Police post

in Caro and the Michigan

Department of Natural

Resources (DNR) partici-

pated in last Wednesday’s

“Coffee with a Cop” event

hosted by the Cass City

McDonald’s restaurant. At

right, Cass City Village

President Carl Palmateer

welcomes the group to

town.

Coffee with a cop...

Canfield: bills update
HIV laws in Michigan

Bills introduced by 84th District state Rep. Dr. Edward J. Canfield,
D.O., to make necessary revisions to the state’s outdated Human Im-
munodeficiency Virus (HIV) laws were approved last week by the
Michigan House.
HIV attacks an individual’s immune system and, if untreated, leads to

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS). The weakened im-
mune system prohibits the individual from fighting off other infections
or diseases, generally causing such severe illnesses in someone that his
or her life expectancy is greatly diminished.

There is still no cure available for HIV, however, treatment can control
the virus, prolonging the life of an infected person and lower their
chance of infecting others.
Before antiretroviral therapy (ART) was discovered in the mid-1990s,

an individual with the infection could progress to a diagnosis of AIDS
in just a couple of years. Today, individuals who take ART treatment
each day correctly are expected to have a normal lifespan.

Among the many efforts to address the crisis, both federal and state
governments have enacted laws related to HIV and AIDS, specifically
as it relates to health care providers.

Canfield, a family medical doctor for more than 30 years who currently
represents citizens in Tuscola and Huron counties, said HIV is no longer
the disease that it once was, and certain tests named in the statute are
no longer used. Therefore, it is time to update the laws to reflect current
times.

“It’s been not years, but decades since we updated our state’s HIV
laws,” said Canfield, of Sebewaing, “Significant strides have been made
in modern medicine over that time and it’s time laws are changed to re-
flect that.”

Canfield’s first bill in the package updates the public health code to
no longer reference the western blot assay test, as it is no longer con-
sidered the most efficient or up-to-date test by the medical community.
His second bill updates requirements for local health departments that

were previously only required to maintain HIV case information for 90
days. Canfield says this section was written before the electronic re-
porting methods of today and the law should be updated to ensure better,
more thorough reporting.
“HIV is a serious ailment and we owe it to the people of Michigan to

ensure we give the laws surrounding it the attention it deserves,” Can-
field said.

The HIV Statute Reform Package now moves to the state Senate for
further consideration.


