
ment in 2000 and graduated as a
member of the 119th Recruit
School,” Kaiser said. “In his 18-
year ca-
r e e r ,
P e n n e l l
has served
at the
Flint Post,
Flint Area
Narcotics
G r o u p ,
Caro Post
and Third
D i s t r i c t
H e a d -
quarters.
P e n n e l l
has held the ranks of trooper, de-
tective trooper, lieutenant, detec-

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Tuscola County’s newest deputy recently arrived stateside from Europe
and is expected to start his duties with the sheriff’s department in about
a month.
The new officer, Blek, is a one-year-old German Shepherd selected to

serve with the department’s canine unit.
“The dog was raised in Europe. The company we are going through,

Mid-Michigan Canine, had someone go to Europe and hand select the
dog based on their temperament to match the handler, and then brings
the dog back,” explained Undersheriff Robert Baxter. “Our officer will
receive the dog on Sept. 14 and begin a five-week training of working
together.”
Deputy Ryan Robinson was selected

to be the dog’s handler.
“There were five officers who inter-

viewed to be the canine handler.
They were interviewed by the Michi-
gan State Police handler and a canine
handler from Sanilac County,” Bax-
ter said. “They made the recommen-
dation who should be the handler,
and Ryan was selected.”
Robinson has been with the Tuscola

County Sheriff’s Department since
2006.

“Starting up a canine unit has been
a learning process. We are still get-
ting and putting things together for
this,” said Baxter. “In a couple of
months, they will both be out on the
streets doing what they are trained to
do.”

Robinson and Blek will undergo
their training together at the Mid-
Michigan Canine facility in Lansing.

The company has trained hundreds of working police dogs and pro-
vides the basic equipment such as leads, collars, tracking harnesses and
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RIP, BURT – The passing of film star Burt Reynolds

last week at the age of 82 sparked memories for

many people – famous and not-so-famous, including

Cass City High School graduate Rachael Walsh,

who shared this photo on the Chronicle’s Facebook

page. “I graduated from Cass City High School in

1973 and went to Bauder Fashion College in Miami,

graduating in 1975, but this happened in 1974 and

the photo ran in the Cass City Chronicle that year,”

Walsh said. She added Reynolds – a Lansing native

who was raised in Florida — was “one of the funni-

est guys I have ever met! I was in college in Miami

and the school had free tickets to the Merv Griffin

show outside at Miami Beach, I was late and they

put me in the orchestra pit. I was always carrying

my camera with me and kept trying to get pictures

during commercial breaks, and Burt called me up

on stage, Merv (Griffin) grabbed the camera and

took this photo for me!”

THOUSANDS OF residents from across the Thumb and beyond converged on

the Thumb Area Octagon Barn and Agricultural Museum Saturday and Sun-

day for the 23rd annual Fall Family Days celebration near Gagetown. “Natu-

rally Sweet” was the theme of this year’s festival, which again featured a

variety of displays and demonstrations giving visitors a glimpse into life in the

rural Thumb in the early 1900s. Above, Caiden Parker, 12, and his younger

brother, Zachary, 6, the sons of Kate DeLong and Jeremy Parker, Ubly, feed

sorghum into an old sorghum press. (Related photos, page 8)

Pennell new Caro post commander

Fun run, great cause
K of C gearing up for annual food pantry fundraiser

Divided Greenleaf board 
rejects rehab application

Tuscola K-9 to join
department after he 
completes training

Deputy Blek

Please turn to page 5.

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

A non-profit organization hoping to develop a residential-recovery
center in Sanilac County will have to continue its search for a location.

The Greenleaf Township Planning Commission recently met to hear
the Michigan House of Hope’s request for a special land-use permit to
build and operate a Christian group home/residential recovery center
on 30 acres located along Spencer Road.
The commission turned the request down on a vote of five to two.
“I supported it. I think there is a great need for it in the Thumb. My

wife and daughter are both in the medical field, so they know the prob-
lems we have in the area with alcohol and drug addiction,” said town-
ship Supervisor Robert Delong.
“I cannot go against the majority of the township (board). Personally,

I feel they made a mistake.”
Jeff Kramer presented the request to develop a non-profit 12-month

residential-recovery community for those ages 18 years and older.
Kramer’s Michigan House of Hope proposal focused on housing and

working with individuals seeking help, and providing that assistance in
a faith-based as well as agricultural environment, with animal hus-
bandry and greenhouses.

“I’m disappointed in their decision,” said Kramer. “We will have to

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Michigan State Police post
in Caro is welcoming a new com-
mander.
MSP officials announced Thurs-

day that Detective First Lt. Ryan
Pennell has been reassigned as
first lieutenant and commander of
the Thumb post.

“As commander of the Caro post,
Pennell is responsible for provid-
ing leadership in Tuscola, Huron
and Sanilac counties,” said Spe-
cial First Lt. David Kaiser, public
information officer for the MSP
Third District Headquarters, Flint.
“Pennell enlisted with the depart-

tive first lieutenant, and first lieu-
tenant.”

Pennell’s post-secondary educa-
tional studies included criminal
justice and business administra-
tion at Delta College and the Uni-
versity of Virginia.   He is also a
graduate of the 267th session of
the FBI National Academy.

Pennell is a native of Saginaw,
where he has resided with his
family since 2000.

The Caro post’s previous com-
mander, First Lt. Patrick Darrow,
has moved on to another assign-
ment, according to Kaiser, who
said Darrow accepted a com-
mander position at BAYANET, a
regional multi-jurisdictional nar-
cotics team based in Saginaw.

F/Lt Ryan Pennell

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Whether you’re a seasoned run-
ner or just enjoy a nice leisurely
stroll, the Central Thumb Knights
of Columbus Council 8892 (Cass
City, Gagetown, Wilmot and De-
ford) and Our Lady of Consolata
Parish are inviting everyone inter-
ested to participate in their annual
run/walk this year.

In addition to some great exer-
cise, area residents who take part
in the fifth annual 5K Run and
Walk will enjoy the satisfaction of
knowing they’ve played a role in
filling the shelves of two area food
pantries.
The 2018 event is slated for Sat-

urday, Sept. 15, starting at 9 a.m.
in the parking lot of St. Pancratius
Catholic Church, 4292 S. Seeger
St., Cass City.
The cost to enter the 5K run/walk

is $21 before Sept. 15 (and you’re
guaranteed a T-shirt) or $25 on the
day of the race.  The kids run (nine
years old and younger) entry fee
is $13, with prizes awarded to the
contestants.

Medals will be presented in all
runner/walker age groups, plus
special awards for best time run-
ner/walker in the male and female
categories.

To register or join as a sponsor,
call or text Race Coordinator Dale
Churchill at (989) 415-5636,
e m a i l

centralthumbkofc@gmail.com, or
visit the website
www.runsignup.com/kofc5Kcass-
riverrun.

According to Churchill, the 5K
run/walk was originally organized
to benefit the St. Agatha Food
Pantry by generating some addi-
tional cash to assist in providing
families with holiday meals.  “It
was just to give them an extra
boost in the fall, hopefully to help
them out with Thanksgiving or
Christmas dinner,” he explained.
Three years ago, the Knights de-

cided to include Revive Min-
istries, and the two food pantries
shared $3,500 in proceeds thanks
to the generosity of sponsors and
event participants. Two years ago,
the organizations benefitted from
$3,900 raised during the event,
which saw about 66 area residents
participate.
Churchill said the fundraiser gen-

erated $4,000 last year.
“It (amount raised) seems to be

growing a little bit every year. We
had 50 runners and walkers (last
year),” he added. “We’ve been av-
eraging around that mark – we
could definitely use more partici-
pants.

“The first year we had 69 (run-
ners/walkers), and the second year
we dropped down to about 49 be-
cause we had terrible weather –
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Library to host international 
film screening event locally

Filmgoers in Cass City will unite
with audiences in more than 300
cities spanning six continents to
view and judge the work of the
next generation of filmmakers
from around the world when the
21st Annual MANHATTAN
SHORT Film Festival screens at
Rawson Memorial Library.

Dates of the free showings are
Friday, Sept. 28, at 6 p.m.; Satur-
day, Sept. 29, at 1 p.m.; Tuesday,
Oct. 2, at 10 a.m.; and Friday, Oct.
5, at 1 p.m.

The nine finalist films are
screened simultaneously across
the world during a one-week pe-
riod (Sept. 27-Oct. 7), with the
Best Film and Best Actor awards
determined by ballots cast by the
audiences in each participating
venue.

By virtue of their selection by
MANHATTAN SHORT, each
short film is automatically Oscar-
qualified. MANHATTAN
SHORT is the only event of its
kind.

“We are only one of nine li-
braries and seven other venues”
screening the films in Michigan,
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary Director Kate Van Auken
noted. “I received a grant from the
Janks Foundation through the
TCCF (Tuscola County Commu-
nity Foundation) to pay for the
event.  Their tagline is One World,
One Week, One Festival.

“It is a unique event for our
area,” Van Auken added. “Harbor
Beach Library also has it, but they
have a movie theater in their
building so it makes sense for
them.  Rogers City, the Soo,
Grand Haven and over by Niles
also are presenting it.  There is a
cluster by Ann Arbor and the De-
troit area, too, but nothing in the
tri-cities but us.”

The Nine MANHATTAN
SHORT finalists hail from eight
countries, with films from Austria,
Canada, Germany, Hungary,
Kosovo, New Zealand, the United
States and two films from the
United Kingdom.

The final nine short films repre-
sent the best short films from
among 1,565 submissions from 73
countries received by MAN-
HATTTAN SHORT for 2018.
This year’s finalists represent a
range of film genres that includes
intimate dramas, fast-paced ani-

mation, spine-tingling tales, a
World War II epic, a film shot en-
tirely underwater, and comedy.

The film titles are: Lacrimosa
(Austria), Fauve (Canada), Some-
one (Germany), Chuchotage
(Hungary), Her (Kosovo), Fire In
Cardboard City (New Zealand),
Baghead, (UK), Two Strangers
Who Meet Five Times (UK), and
Home Shopper (USA).
Each of these short films become

Oscar-qualified, meaning they
will be automatically eligible for
an Academy Award nomination
by screening for a week at the Los
Feliz 3 Cinemas in the county of
Los Angeles in Hollywood Sept.
21 through Oct. 27.

Which of these films is best?
That’s up to a worldwide audience
to decide. Cinema-goers across
the United States and around the
globe will become instant film
critics as they are handed a ballot
upon entry that allows them to
vote for the best film and best
actor.

Votes will be sent through to
MANHATTAN SHORT head-
quarters, with the winner an-
nounced at ManhattanShort.com
Monday, Oct. 8, at 10 a.m.

rain and windy,” Churchill re-
called.  “It didn’t chase the run-
ners away, but it chased away the
walkers.”

In the past, runners and walkers
have included both the young and
young at heart.

“All ages are welcome,”
Churchill said. “I think our
youngest was like four for the
kids’ run/walk, and one of the
(adult) walkers was approaching
80.”

This year’s route is the same as
last year, according to Churchill.

“It starts at the St. Pancratius
parking lot, to Cemetery Road, to

Continued from page one.

K of C gearing up for  annual food pantry fundraiser

River Road, to the walking trail
bridge, and then it comes back
north to Garfield (Avenue) east all
the way to Woodland (Avenue),
north up Houghton Street, then
back to the west to Oak Street,
then back to St. Pancratius,”
Churchill said.

He added the fundraiser prima-
rily draws running/walking enthu-
siasts from the central Thumb
area. “We get runners from Cass
City, Gagetown and Caro, but I
also have some people coming
from Harbor Beach, Mayville,
Reese.”

Churchill said support for the
event also comes from a variety of
places.  He explained he sends out
about 200 letters to prospective

sponsors – businesses as well as
individuals — in May/June.

“We get a pretty good response,
and it’s not just in Cass City. I get
sponsors from Marlette, Caro, Se-
bewaing, Unionville.  Sometimes
it’s just local farm families,” he
added.

The local K of C council and
sponsors share expenses related to
organizing the event.

Council members help on the
day of the race – Jon Zdrojewski,
for example, handles the timing
duties and other members man
points along the 5k route.  The
local police department also lends
a hand to ensure the safety of all
participants, Churchill said.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Change your stars and life

The point of the movie is John Thatcher telling
William, “If he believes enough, a man can do any-
thing.”

And, so can a kid from Cass City who didn’t just
change his stars, but reached them as well.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

A wish I had, since childhood came true recently.
Earlier this month, I finally got to actually meet a

real true astronaut when he visited the Thumb. For-
mer NASA Astronaut Brewster Shaw returned to
Cass City to sign a Thumb Area Quilt Trail block
dedicated to him and to attend his Cass City High
School 55th class reunion.

I’m old enough to remember most of the times
space shuttles and astronauts slipped the surly bonds
of earth to touch the stars and beyond.
Although I was too young to remember many of the

details, I do remember when the race to space heated
up.

At that time, I didn’t fully understand the implica-
tions when the Soviet Union launched Sputnik in
1957. My father went ballistic with worry that the
“commies” could now nuke us from space. He paced
the house for days while watching the news.

After that, the United States kicked its space pro-
gram into high gear.  I remember watching the space
launches while huddled around a little black-and-
white television with tin foil on the rabbit-ear anten-
nas as a monkey and a dog were launched into space.
Eventually, men were added to the space equation. I
watched all of those events also.

For some reason, in my mind’s eye, I pictured all of
the astronauts as being well over six-feet tall and
built like football linemen. Mr. Shaw was neither of
those. He was a thin man of average height, quiet,
humble and respectful.
Actually, that impressed me more than the childish

image of astronauts.

Mr. Shaw made several trips to outer space. I find
that amazing. A kid who lived in the Thumb and
graduated from Cass City High School went on to
play such an important part of world history.
As I watched Mr. Shaw sign the quilt block, with its

painted rocket and star in the corner — dedicated to
his accomplishments — I thought of the movie “A
Knight’s Tale” in which Heath Ledger plays William
Thatcher. In the movie, William is a lowly peasant
who dreams of being a knight. As he is sent off to
serve a rich man, his father, John Thatcher, tells the
young boy to “Change your stars and live a better life
than I have.”

Years later, William poses as a knight and enters
several jousting tournaments, which he wins with the
support of a rag-tag group of friends. Anyway, long
story short, Prince Edward recognizes William’s
skill, chivalrous nature, and true heart, and he pro-
claims William is a nobleman and makes him a
knight.

Time to cut your risk of

CO poisoning at home

September marks the beginning of fall, which means
chilly nights and heated homes.  It also means a higher
risk of exposure to a potentially fatal gas.
One common household danger that arises during colder

months is the possibility of carbon monoxide (CO) poison-
ing, as the dangerous yet odorless gas is often found emit-
ted from fuel fumes from household appliances and
garages.

With this in mind, First Alert annually teams up with
Michigan fire departments from across the state to remind
residents to replace their expiring CO alarms with new or
upgraded devices to prevent possible CO poisoning.
Michigan’s Uniform Construction Code (Act 230 of 1972)

mandated installation of carbon monoxide (CO) alarms
in all new single and multi-family dwellings. Since then,
Michigan has led the country in protecting its residents
from the dangers of this invisible, odorless and potentially
fatal gas, with dozens of other states following suit.

Fast-forward several years from that groundbreaking
legislation, though, and health and safety officials con-
tinue to voice concerns over the need to replace CO
alarms as they approach expiration.
“While safety is a value we all share, it’s easy to take life-

saving measures like Michigan’s law for granted once
they’ve been implemented,” said Tom Russo, chief execu-
tive officer at First Alert, a leader in residential fire and
CO detection devices. “This…is a timely reminder of the
importance of protecting what matters most, and an ideal
opportunity for us to celebrate the lives that have been
saved.

“If you can’t think of the last time you installed a smoke
or CO alarm, chances are, it’s time to replace your old
ones,” Russo said. “Installing new alarms ensures you are
protected with the most advanced CO sensing technologies
and latest safety features available. Conversely, by ne-
glecting to replace alarms, you could be putting yourself,
your family or tenants in serious risk.”
Known as the “silent killer”, you can’t see, taste or smell

carbon monoxide, but it can be deadly when you breathe
it in.

Heaters, fireplaces, furnaces, appliances and cooking
sources using coal, wood, or petroleum products are all
potential sources of CO, so it’s critical to have those ap-
pliances inspected regularly by a certified licensed tech-
nician.

CO poisoning can cause symptoms such as nausea,
headaches, dizziness, chest pain and vomiting that mimic
those of many other illnesses, making it difficult to diag-
nose. In severe poisoning cases, victims can experience
disorientation, unconsciousness, long-term neurological
disabilities, cardio respiratory failure and even death.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), CO poisoning is the number one cause of
accidental poisoning in the United States and is responsi-
ble for an average of 430 deaths and more than 20,000
hospital emergency room visits each year.

In Michigan 145 people died and 3,868 people sought
medical treatment for CO poisoning between 2009 and
2013, according to data collected by Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (MDHHS).

Don’t be a statistic.  Take a few moments today, before
you fire up that furnace or fireplace, to make sure your
CO detectors are working properly and have new batter-
ies.
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The 8th annual Fall Fundraiser Banquet for Revive
Ministries is planned for Saturday, Oct. 27th in the
Cass City High School cafeteria. The evening will
include an Italian dinner buffet, silent auction and
an update on Revive.

Revive Ministries continues to grow and change
as the needs of our community and neighbors
change, say representatives of the Cass City entity,
noting many opportunities for expansion of the pro-
gram are before us, and we are hoping to share with
you, and gain your support for what is to come.

Several sponsorship opportunities are available
and tables can be reserved by contacting Revive
Ministries at (989) 551-7803. 

**********        

Congratulations to Cass City Public Schools are
in order. First, the Red Hawk Class of 2019 posted
the highest SAT scores of all Huron, Tuscola and
Sanilac county schools. And second, equally im-
portant, area veterans were honored Friday during
Service Night at the school’s football game with
visiting Marlette. It’s a great day to be a Red Hawk.

*********      

It’s a small world for sure, according to Cass City
volleyball Coach Amy Cuthrell.
At last weekend’s tournament in Flushing, Sterling

Heights Stevenson Coach – Paul Drdul, according
to the schools’ website - told Cuthrell he was a res-
ident of Cass City up to the 4th grade.  He was the
son of the Methodist pastor when the church was
on the south side of town.  He mentioned the
Fulchers, Autens and others.  

“He was so generous allowing us to use his team
volleyballs as I was not aware we needed to bring
our own, she said. The Stevenson High School vol-
leyball team went undefeated to win the tourna-
ment.

**********   

Everyone who joins the Arbor Day Foundation in
September will receive 10 free trees as part of the
Foundation’s Trees for America program.

Through Trees for America, everyone is encour-
aged to plant trees, which benefit the environment
and improve the quality of life. With nearly 1 mil-
lion members and supporters, the Arbor Day Foun-
dation is the nation’s largest nonprofit organization
dedicated to planting trees.

Everyone who joins this month will receive one
of the following tree packages based on their loca-
tion: 10 Arizona Cypress, 10 Live Oak or 10 Mix
trees including eastern redbud, white pine, sugar
maple, white flowering dogwood, pin oak, red
maple, river birch, silver maple, northern red oak
and Colorado blue spruce.

“These trees are carefully selected to yield year-
round benefits, including beautiful spring flowers,
cool summer shade, spectacular autumn colors,
winter berries, and nesting sites for songbirds,” said
Matt Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day
Foundation.
“These trees will also add to the proud heritage of

your state’s Tree City USA communities.” Harris
continued. “For the past 40 years, Tree City USA
has supported effective urban forestry management
across the country, and planting these trees will en-
hance this tree-planting tradition.”
The trees will be shipped postpaid at the right time

for planting between October 15 and December 10.
The 6- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed to grow or
they will be replaced free of charge. Easy-to-follow
planting instructions are enclosed with each ship-
ment of trees.

New members of the Arbor Day Foundation will
also receive The Tree Book, which includes infor-
mation about tree planting and care.

To receive the 10 free trees, send a $10 member-
ship contribution to Ten Trees, Arbor Day Founda-
tion, 100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE 68410, by
September 30, 2018, or join online at
arborday.org/september.

Papovich appreciates
Chippi pool donation

Dear Editor,

We would like to take a little time to share how
much we appreciate Duane Chippi for his generous
contribution in his wife’s name to help save Cass
City’s public swimming pool.

Our children and grandchildren are all grown now,
consequently we haven’t used the pool in many
years, but when they were young it was a fun place
to enjoy with them and with visiting friends on oc-
casion.

Duane and Janice, along with the Chippi family,
have always helped the community by providing a
source of income for many families, including my
own, not to mention the wide variety of services of-
fered to the entire Thumb of Michigan.  We hope
and pray that many others will follow Duane’s lead
and contribute whatever they can to maintain the
local “swimming hole.”   

Bob and Sandy Papovich
Snover 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
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Five suffer minor injuries in accident
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies reported five people in-
volved in a two-vehicle traffic
crash last week were treated at the
scene for minor injuries and then
released.

Deputies were dispatched to the
intersection of Ubly and Snover
roads in Moore Township at about
9:30 a.m. Wednesday.

“The accident investigation re-
vealed that a 2005 Chrysler Paci-
fica, driven by 52-year-old

Cornelia Trif from Novi, was trav-
eling westbound on Snover Road
when she stopped at the stop sign
at Snover Road and Ubly Road.
She drove into the intersection and
collided with a 2002 Ford F-150
that was traveling southbound on
Ubly Road,” Sanilac County Un-
dersheriff Brad Roff said. “The F-
150 was being driven by
19-year-old Andrew Mata from
Melvin.

The Pacifica came to rest in the
ditch on the southwest corner of
the intersection and the F-150
came to rest facing north on the
west side of the road.

“There were two passengers in
the Pacifica; a 50-year-old female
from Howell and a 47-year-old fe-
male from Canton. All three were
treated and released at the scene
by Sanilac EMS,” Roff said. “The
driver and the three-year-old male
passenger of the F-150 were also
treated and released at the scene
by Sanilac EMS.

“Seatbelts and child restraints
were utilized by all occupants, and
alcohol was not a factor in the
crash,” the undersheriff noted.
Moore Township fire fighters as-

sisted deputies at the scene.

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
on various criminal charges last
week:

*Quinnton J. Phipps, 24, Sagi-
naw, was sentenced to four years
to 15 years in prison following his
plea of no contest to one count of
criminal sexual conduct, third de-
gree (involving force or coercion)
Jan. 6 in Vassar.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $258.
*Dennis L. Jones, 38, Mayville,

pleaded guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by
failing to notify authorities of a
change in address between No-
vember 2017 and July 5, 2018, in
Mayville. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Aaron R. Loesel, 29, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to attempted
breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny
March 2 in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Alison K. Schmidt, 44, Sagi-
naw, pleaded no contest to crimi-
nal sexual conduct, third degree
(involving a victim at least 13
years of age but under 16 years)
between Jan. 10 and March 4 in
Vassar. In a separate case, she
pleaded no contest to two counts
of criminal sexual conduct, sec-
ond degree, and three counts of
criminal sexual conduct, third de-
gree, involving a victim who was

16 during the same time period,
also in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and the defendant’s bond
was revoked. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Rachel M. Bierlein, 38, Reese,
pleaded no contest to carrying a
weapon with unlawful intent, two
counts of assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) and
one count of assaulting, resisting
or obstructing a police officer
March 7 in Reese.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $150,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Amber F. Davis, 40, Silver-
wood, pleaded no contest to do-
mestic violence, third offense,
May 13 in Dayton Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Joseph W. Szarapski, 53, Cass
City, pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle with a high BAC
(blood alcohol content), third of-
fense, July 4 in Novesta Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Dennis R. Robstad, 27, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to larceny in a
building Nov. 16 in Denmark
Township; to charges of falsely re-
porting a felony (unlawfully driv-
ing away an automobile), driving
while his license was suspended
or revoked, and reckless driving
Jan. 29 in Millington
Township; and to breaking and
entering a building with intent to
commit larceny June 28 in Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued
at a combined $63,000. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*John S. Borcherding, Jr., 41,
Millington, pleaded guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle with a
controlled substance in his body
Nov. 16 in Arbela Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Robert D. Proctor, 39, Reese,
was sentenced to 2 ½ years to 7 ½
years in prison following his plea
of no contest to aggravated stalk-
ing between Sept. 3 and Sept. 21,
2017, in Denmark Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $258.

*Nicholas Stratton, 36, Clio,
pleaded guilty to two counts of
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor –
with an occupant under the age of
16 years, subsequent offense, Feb.
18 in Millington. 
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $7,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Merry C. Smith, 48, Millington,

was sentenced to 180 days in the
county jail following her plea of
no contest to possession of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams), subsequent
offense, May 21, 2016, in Milling-
ton Township.
She was also placed on probation

for 36 months and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $508 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

Deputies: robbery suspect identified
himself as an off-duty DNR officer

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies are asking for the pub-
lic’s help in their investigation of
a reported robbery involving a
suspect posing as a Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources
(DNR) officer Friday afternoon.

Undersheriff Brad Roff reported
a Port Huron man contacted au-
thorities at about 12:30 p.m. and
stated he had been robbed by an-
other man posing as an off-duty
DRN officer on Spencer Road,
west of M-19, in Sanilac County’s

Austin Township.
“The victim stated (that) as he

drove north through Argyle on M-
19, a man sitting in a newer white
pickup truck coming from the east
on Argyle Road began to follow
him,” Roff said. “The victim
stated he pulled onto Spencer
Road and the truck continued to
follow him and activated a blue
strobe light, and the victim pulled
over.”

The suspect advised the victim
that he was an off-duty DNR offi-
cer, and that the deer decoy the
victim had in his possession was
illegal and he was going to confis-

cate it, according to Roff. “The
subject also removed several other
hunting-related items from the
victim’s pick-up bed.”

The suspect is described as a
white male in his mid-to-late 50s,
tall and thin with short brown hair
and a thin mustache. He also has
a large tattoo of an eagle on his
left forearm.
Anyone with information related

to the incident is asked to contact
Deputy James Leen at (810) 648-
2000 (ext. 2) or the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department De-
tective Bureau at (810) 648-8360.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I love summer,
but fall is best

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
Area teens donned pink shirts for

cancer awareness and recently
competed at the Mackinac Island
Eight Mile Run, with approxi-
mately 1,600 participants varying
in age. Keith Lounsbury - third in
his age group with a time of
1:01:40 and 81st overall. CarLee
Stimpfel – runner-up in his age
group with a time of 52:53 and
12th overall. Bransen Stimpfel –
first in his age group with a time
of 47:52 and third overall and Jose
Torres – third in his age group
with a time of 53:12 and 15th
overall.

Schneeberger’s “Athletes of the
Week” honor is shared by Cass
City gridiron teammates Curtis
Dickinson and Jacob Perry. The
Red Hawk seniors came up big
Friday, leading Coach Scott
Cuthrell’s squad to an exciting 16-
8 win over Sandusky, the team’s
first in 3 tries. Both scored touch-
downs for the winners, but it was
their defensive efforts that fueled
the victory. Dickinson was cred-
ited with 11 tackles and a pair of
interceptions, but it was his game-
saving tackle late in the fourth
quarter that provided Dickinson
with a night he won’t forget any
time soon. Perry looked like a
man among boys and recorded a
career-high 19 stops, to go nicely
with the winning touchdown, his
career first. Curtis is the son of
Dan and Janelle Dickinson. Jacob
is the son of Troy and Julie Perry.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)
Jennica Richards and Ashley

Potts helped Cass City to the
championship of the Ubly Cross
Country Invitational with times of
21:58 and 22:55, respectively,
while Dewey Mabe was the
meet’s overall winner with a time
of 17:41.
Cass City spikers who took home

the Birch Run Invitational cham-
pionship trophy Saturday are the
Red Hawk team members Kelli
Lautner, Megan VanVliet,
Amanda Langenburg, Sarah
Howard, Carly Howard Logan
Rowell, McKensie Parrish, Lind-
sey Bliss, Megan Zawilinski,
Caitlin Reed, coach Brenda Sher-
man, Carley Hendrick, Ashleigh
Moore, coach Sally Pergande and
coach Beth Howard.
Cass City senior Stephanie Mac-

Gown, 17, has excelled academi-
cally in the home school
environment. She was recently
named a 2009 National Merit
Scholarship Program semifinalist,
an achievement claimed by less
than one percent of high school
seniors nationwide. She is the
daughter of Kathy and Jonathan
MacGown. More than 1.5 million
juniors in over 21,000 high
schools entered the 2009 National
Merit Program by taking the 2007
Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test,
which served as an initial screen-
ing of program entrants.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

The Cass City baseball program
recently received a boost in the
form of $10,514 donated by the
Pinney Foundation for fencing
and other improvements to the
baseball field. The foundation
Chairman Dick Donahue pre-
sented the check to Cass City
Schools Athletic Director Don
Schelke and village Trustee Matt
Prieskorn. 

Cass City’s Andrea Speirs and
her horse, “Sensational Poise,” re-
cently won Grand Champion hon-
ors in the Horsemanship Class at
the 1993 Michigan State Horse
Show.

Marine Cpl. Buck M. Schmidt,
son of Susan L. and Joseph A.
Schmidt Sr. of Ubly, was recently
promoted to his present rank
while serving with Marine Corps
Security Force Company, Naval
Air Station Cecil Field, Jack-
sonville, Fla. The 1989 graduate
of Ubly High School joined the
Marine Corps in May, 1993.

Marine Pvt. Jason P. Griswold,
son of Brenda K. Griswold of
Snover, recently completed recruit
training. During the training cycle
at Marine Corps Recruit Depot,
San Diego, recruits are taught the
basics of battlefield survival, in-
troduced to typical military daily
routine, and personal and profes-

If it were up to me, fall would be in full bloom by the end of August
and last throughout the winter months, with the exception of a couple
weeks of snowfall over the holidays.

I love fall.  It’s the one season when Michigan’s beauty and climate
come together in perfect harmony.
Sure, I know it marks the end of another gardening season and signals

the coming of a string of seemingly never-ending days that bring slip-
ping and sliding on the roads, plowing and shoveling, bundling up, short
days and long nights, and bone rattling cold.
But fall sets the stage for some of my favorite things like no other sea-

son.

Here are a few:

*The color.  I’d match Michigan’s forests with any state when it comes
to the beauty of fall’s deep reds, oranges and yellows.  And the weather
is often ideal for a leisurely walk.  As an added bonus, the Great Lakes
State offers us the option of getting an early start on color tours if we’re
willing to travel a little.

*Temperature.  My wife and I don’t see eye to eye on a number of
things, but we both agree cool fall evenings make for ideal sleeping
weather, which means the windows stay open until the snow starts
blowing inside.

*Campfires.  Of course, regular readers of my column already know
that campfires are near the top of just about any of my “favorite” lists.
Still, is there anything quite like the smell and warmth of a small (or
huge) campfire at dusk in the fall?
*Burning leaves.  Okay, okay, I know — burning leaves isn’t environ-

mentally or politically correct these days, and I prefer to collect my
leaves, grind them up and spread them on the garden to boost next
year’s crop (well, after the grandchildren have helped me rake them and
have had their fill of jumping into the piles).  However, I usually burn
a small pile each fall simply to enjoy this unique fall fragrance.  

*Mosquitoes disappear.  Enough said, although I have to admit we
don’t have a big problem with these pests, thanks to the Tuscola County
Mosquito Abatement folks.
*Football.  Regardless of whether you’re a sports junkie or just enjoy

a Friday night high school football game to root on the home team,
there’s just something special about enjoying an afternoon or evening
outdoors in the crisp air.  For some of us — especially those of us who
can take or leave watching sports — there’s nothing like hearing the fa-
miliar, distant rhythmic beat of an approaching marching band.  

*Fresh Michigan apples.  And, thank goodness, the state’s fruit pro-
ducers weren’t hammered with an ill-timed killer spring frost this year,
so you won’t have to take out a second mortgage to buy a bag.  Fresh
cider should be plentiful, too.

*A cup of hot coffee or cocoa outdoors, preferably in front of that
campfire, or simply while lounging on the porch.
*Fishing.  Michigan’s premier trout waters come alive in the fall, and

there’s no better time to tangle with 15 or 20 pounds of king salmon at
the end of a limber fly rod.  The bonus, of course, are those fresh, suc-
culent fillets sizzling on the grill a few hours later. 

*Carving pumpkins and seeing little ones who are already too cute
look even cuter in their Halloween costumes.

*Food.  I love to cook year-round, but somehow my barbequed baby
back ribs and chili never taste better than in the fall.

*Fall Family Days at the Thumb Octagon Barn, and the Tuscola
County Pumpkin Festival in Caro.

I rarely miss portions of either of these events, and not just because
I’m a newspaper editor and I enjoy watching people.  I love the com-
munity atmosphere, the smells of all those delicious treats I shouldn’t
have but will anyway, and seeing so many friends and neighbors of all
ages and backgrounds, enjoying a beautiful day (or days) together.

All of Michigan’s seasons are unique and enjoyable in their own way,
but you’ll never convince me that fall doesn’t offer locals and visitors
alike the best this state has to offer in so many ways.

ployed at A & P in Howell.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  
Fred, Patricia and Brenda Wag-

ner, of Cass City, have been
awarded a personal sales award
plaque by the Amway Corpora-
tion, Ada, Mich. presented to dis-
tributors who attain a high
personal sales goal. The plaque
can be earned annually by those of
the more than 80,000 Amway Dis-
tributors in the 50 states and
Canada who reach the qualifica-
tions in a given three-month pe-
riod.

Mrs. Bernice Sugden, Caro, and
Jay Sugden, Cass City, announce
the engagement of their daughter,
Linda, to Michael Fox, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Milton Fox of Snover.
Wedding plans are indefinite,
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Brown were

honored Sunday at a family gath-
ering in the home of their daughter
and husband, Mr. and Mrs. N. J.
Dyet of Detroit, in observance of
their golden wedding anniversary. 

Officers of the Cass City Gavel
Club were elected recently for the
new year. Guiding the club for the
year will be Dan Erla, treasurer;
Bill Wallace, president; Herbert
Ludlow, vice-president and Dean
Jardine, secretary.
Sgt. Paul Sweeney of Sawyer Air

Force Base, near Marquette in the
Upper Peninsula, spent the week
end with Mrs. Dave Sweeney,
David and Franklin. Saturday they
attended the wedding of Miss Pa-
tricia Rakowski and Franklin
Sweeney at Sacred Heart Church
at 11 o’clock. A dinner and recep-
tion followed at the Stardust
Restaurant in Bad Axe.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Pvt. Harold W. Babcock came
Wednesday to spend five days
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Zebe Babcock, west of Deford.
He has just been graduated from
the surgical school in Fitzsim-
mons General Hospital at Denver.

Eugene F. Spencer, EM 1/c.,
writes from Gulf port, Miss.: “I
have been transferred from Vir-
ginia where it was hot to Missis-
sippi where it is hotter. I had the
good fortune, however, of being
advanced to a first class petty of-
ficer. I would appreciate it if you
would send the Chronicle to my
new address.” 

Aviation Cadet Marvin W.
Moore, 20, of Cass City, has ar-
rived at the Air Force’s basic pilot
school at Perrin Field, Texas, for
training toward his goal of win-
ning the silver wings of a flying
officer. Cadet Moore, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur H. Moore, Cass
City, will have nine weeks of in-
tensive training at Perrin Field in
450-horsepower planes before he
goes to an advanced school.
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Ball and son,

Robert, of Lapeer came Thursday
to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Clay-
ton Hartwick of Wickware after
spending a few days at a cottage
in Lewiston with Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Douglas of Lapeer. They re-
turned to their home in Lapeer
Monday night.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Married on September 2, 1918,
at the Erskine manse by the Rev.
F. T. Kyle, the bride’s pastor, Miss
Jessie McCallum and Lieutenant
Robert. E. Richardson. The bride
is the popular teacher of school
No. 2 in Sheridan and the groom
is an officer of the United States
army stationed at Camp Jackson,
Columbia, S.C. These young peo-
ple have the best wishes of a host
of friends.

Aaron Turner of this place and
Miss Grace Dickerson of
Unionville were united in mar-
riage by Elder Kinney at the U. B.
parsonage near Colwood Tuesday,
Aug. 27. The happy couple, ac-
companied by Mr. and Mrs. Clare
Turner, motored to Flint where
they spent the remainder of the
week. They will live with Mr. and
Mrs. Dwight Turner. The bride is
teaching the Hillside school. 

Mr. and Mrs. I. B. Auten enter-
tained the following guests at a
dinner party last Tuesday evening:
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Montague and
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Seeley, all of
Caro, and Mr. and Mrs. C. O.
Thomas of St. Clair.

sional standards.
Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class

Ronald G. Kirsch, whose wife,
Nancy, is the daughter of Bill and
Joann Peruski of Ubly, recently
departed aboard the guided mis-
sile cruiser USS Normandy,
homeported in Staten Island, N.Y.,
for a 6-month Mediterranean Sea
deployment as part of the aircraft
carrier USS America Joint Task
Group. The group will relieve the
USS Theodore Roosevelt Aircraft
Carrier Battle Group, its em-
barked special purpose Marine
Air-Ground Task Force and the
USS Saipan Amphibious Ready
Group.

35 YEARS AGO (1983) 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Tracy had

with them Saturday and Sunday,
her son and wife, Mr. and Mrs.
Ray O’Dell and son Kevin of Car-
leton. Other Sunday guests at a
barbecue were Mr. and Mrs.
Duane O’Dell and son of Decker,
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas O’Dell and
children and Theo Hendrick. 

Relatives of Theo Hendrick cel-
ebrated his 91st birthday Saturday
evening at his home with cake and
ice cream being served. Attending
were Mr. and Mrs. Ray O’Dell
and son Kevin of Carleton, Mr.
and Mrs. Duane O’Dell and Jason
of rural Decker, Mr. and Mrs.
George Fisher Sr., Mr. and Mrs.
Ivan Tracy, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
O’Dell and children, Mr. and Mrs.
Lee Hendrick, Mr. and Mrs. Don
Finkbeiner and children and Mr.
and Mrs. Don Whittenburg and
their overnight guest, Mr. Harris
from Kentucky.

Steve Hammett was one of 500
runners who participated in a
marathon in Port Huron Saturday.
He came in 33rd.
Kathryn Sue Kirn received a B.S.

degree in medical technology
from Saginaw Valley State Col-
lege, near Bay City. She is now
employed as a technician in the
laboratory at Deckerville Commu-
nity Hospital. 

Airman Robert Miracle, son of
Bernice Miracle of 5149 Shay
Lake Road, Kingston, and Nelson
Miracle of Saginaw, has been as-
signed to Keesler Air Force Base,
Miss., after completing Air Force
basic training. During the six
weeks at Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas, the airman studied
the Air Force mission, organiza-
tion and customs and received
special training in human rela-
tions. The airman will now re-
ceive specialized instruction in
administration. Miracle is a 1983
graduate of Kingston High
School. 

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

A massive fire destroyed large
portions of the Farmers Coopera-
tive Grain Co. and Blount Agri-
culture elevator facilities at Kinde
Tuesday night. Approximately
400 of the town’s 650 residents
had to be evacuated for about two
hours out of fears the flames
would spread beyond the elevator
complex, located in the center of
the downtown area.

Mic and Evelyn Miracle were
home three days last week, return-
ing from a six-week missionary
duty tour in Senegal, Africa. It
was a coincidence they were in
Cass City with the big Teen Mis-
sions bus the week it and their di-
rector, Bob Bland, were featured
in People magazine.
Members of Mrs. Gladys Louns-

bury’s family took her from
Provincial House Friday evening
to Sherwood on the Hill at Gage-
town for dinner to celebrate her
87th birthday, which was Aug. 30.
Attending were Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Strecker of Saginaw, Mr. and Mrs.
Lorn Brinkman and daughter
Lorie of Southfield, Mr. and Mrs.
Lyle Lounsbury, Mrs. Jessie
Goodall and Mr. and Mrs. Leslie
Lounsbury. 
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Hacker

of Cass City announce the en-
gagement of their daughter,
Wanda Lou, to David Charles
Gilles, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles E. Gilles of Flint. Wanda
is a 1976 graduate of Western
Michigan University and is
presently employed at General
Cable in Cass City. David is also
a 1976 graduate of Western
Michigan and is presently em-
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line, as well as training both dog and handler.
Baxter said the department is still in the process of learning about rec-

ommended gear for canines. “We are in a holding pattern until we get
more info on this,” he added. “Blek would only wear a bullet-proof vest
in certain situations; (it’s) part of the everyday dress. The type of call
would dictate what the handler would put on him.

“He will ride in a patrol car every day with his handler.”
Blek will be a dual-purposed canine officer. He is trained in detecting

explosives along with general tracking, including searching for missing
or lost persons.

“We are very excited about the opportunity to get a canine to use in
situations in the county when one is needed,” Baxter said.

By having its own canine unit, the local sheriff’s department will no
longer have to depend on Sanilac and Lapeer counties, or the Michigan
State Police for a canine when one is needed.

Part of the funding for the new canine unit came from a 1.33-mill levy
voters approved in August 2017. Aside from funds generated by the
millage, the county was awarded $23,500 via a Homeland Security
grant.
In order to establish a canine unit, law enforcement agencies must pur-

chase a special vehicle that can be equipped with the necessary equip-
ment, including a containment cage, sensor system, air conditioning
and a special emergency release button.

Continued from page one.

Tuscola K-9, handler will
be on duty after training
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WHEN THE DOORS of the then-Thumb National

Bank and Trust Cass City branch first opened in

1978, the bank staff worked out of a trailer while

construction was underway on the new building.

THE CASS CITY branch of Thumb Bank and

Trust Company today.

BLAST FROM the past — Employees (from left)

Cindy Kruse, Ben Schott, Alice Zaleski and Char-

lotte Kritzman are pictured above in this undated

photo. Today, Kruse, who recently celebrated her

40th year with Thumb Bank and Trust, serves as

senior ag and commercial lender and branch man-

ager.

TODAY’S STAFF at the Cass City branch includes (front row, left) Pam

LaFave, Wendy Hempton, Alyssa Sangster, Michelle Speirs, Cindy Kruse, Deb

Dressler, Dawn Pisarek, Leah Sangster, Hayley Peters, (back row, left) Jim

Hempton, Mandy Calahan, Stacy Anthes, Carolyn Sorenson and Eric Brown.

Thumb Bank and Trust marks
40th anniversary in Cass City

Thumb Bank and Trust recently
hosted a 40th anniversary party
and customer appreciation lunch,
with employees serving up lunch,
giving away prizes and sharing
memories made over the course of
the bank’s four decades of doing
business in the Thumb. 

In 1978, approval to expand to
the Cass City area added another
dimension to then-Thumb Na-
tional Bank and Trust Company,
now known as Thumb Bank and
Trust.

“This further enables us to offer
the best banking services for the
upper Thumb area,” said E.J.
Clabuesch, former president of
Thumb National Bank and Trust
Company.

When the doors first opened in
1978, the bank staff worked out of
a trailer while construction was
underway for the new branch.

“The ‘Good Life in a Small
Town’ is an important milestone
for all of us who are associated
with Thumb National Bank. This
is a dynamic area to serve. The
strength of this community is
closely related to the fertile soil
and to the skills and technology of
the agri-business people. We take
pride in our values and our ideals
that have been responsible for the
significant growth and prosperity
of this area,” Clabuesch said in the
bank’s 1978 annual report.

The construction of the new
branch was completed in 1979.
“This office is actively and effi-
ciently providing first rate bank-
ing services to this new market in
the tradition set by our main of-
fice,” Clabuesch said at the time.

When Thumb Bank and Trust
first opened the Cass City Office,
the staff consisted of four employ-
ees — Curt Strickland, Richard
Ypma, Jill Terrian and Cindy

Kruse.  Today, the staff consists of
thirteen employees: Stacy Anthes,
Eric Brown, Mandy Calahan, Deb
Dressler, Wendy Hempton, Cindy
Kruse, Pam LaFave, Hayley Pe-
ters, Dawn Pisarek, Alyssa Sang-
ster, Leah Sangster, Carolyn
Sorenson, and Michelle Speirs.
Kruse started at Thumb Bank and

Trust in 1978 as a customer serv-
ice representative and has been at
the Cass City office since its open-
ing.

Having been raised on a cash
crop farm, Kruse moved to the
Cass City area, where she and her
husband built an 80-cow dairy op-
eration and raised their two chil-
dren. Her farming experiences

combined with her passion to help
other farming operations succeed
has given her an understanding of
agriculture in Michigan.

Kruse recently celebrated 40
years at Thumb Bank and Trust
and currently serves as a senior ag
and commercial lender and branch
manager at the local office.
“As a locally owned community

bank, we are committed to the
communities we serve with
friendly, knowledgeable employ-
ees and local management,” she
said. “Thumb Bank and Trust of-
fers a full line of financial prod-
ucts and services and remains (a
place) where relationships are
built on trust.”

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

Another section of the Cass River
has been cleaned of debris, thanks
to the 10th annual Cass River
Greenway clean up last month. 

Volunteers met at Kappen Tree
Service on Hurds Corner Rd. The
four-mile clean up was a continu-
ation of the work that was done
south of Cass City last year.

“I was really surprised at the
number of tires that were picked
up. Just tons of tires,” said Cass
City Village Manager Debbie
Powell who helped with the clean
up this year. “It is so sad people
are using the Cass River as a
dumping ground for tires.

“It is unconscionable to me that
people would dump their tractor
and passenger tires in the river.”

Powell moved to the Cass City
community about a year ago when
she became the community’s
manager. 
“One can only wonder what sort

of person can throw garbage and
junk over a bridge railing and into
a beautiful river, but I’ve wit-
nessed the results of such behavior
my entire life on my beloved Cass
River,” said outdoors writer Tom
Lounsbury of Cass City.

Lounsbury has participated in
several of the river clean ups, and
did a documentary on the river
this summer. 
“You can get a good grasp of the

enormity of the situation if you are

into late-summer wade-fishing,
which I have been doing on the
Upper Reaches since I was a kid,”
he said, noting the river’s water
level sometimes gets lower in late
summer. “It seems the main item
being tossed over the railings of
country bridges is rubber tires,
which never biodegrade.”

For 10 years, the Cass River
Greenway (CRG) has been host-
ing cleaning work groups of sec-
tions of the river. So far, about 45
miles of the river downstream of
Bridgeport to near Cass City have
been cleaned. 
CRG volunteers estimate to-date

over 700 tires, two engine blocks,
a cast-iron stove, an axle with an-
tique wheels attached, car doors
and hoods, several 50-gallon
drums, orange road barrels, an
iron tractor wheel, a picnic table
and countless lawn chairs have
been removed. And, there are still
several more miles of river to be
cleaned. 

“It was sad to see all of the tires
that came out. The Cass River is a
beautiful scenic waterway with
wild flowers. It is lush and green.
To see it desecrated by tire trash,
is just sad,” said Powell. 

According to Lounsbury, a key
problem - besides tossing tires in
the river, is that they travel. 

“They don’t stay in the same
place because of heavy and fast
currents that move them down-
stream,” Lounsbury said. “The
sad reality is the tires are still
there, somewhere, forever unless

someone removes them.”
The Hurds Corner Road Bridge

must be a favorite location to toss
out unwanted tires.  At that loca-
tion 110 tires were found. In-
cluded in that were two large
tractor tires and a couple of semi
truck tires.
“Those were a real load to remove
and handle just on their own,”
Lounsbury noted.

A decade ago a grassroots group
formed the Cass River Greenways
Committee. They have worked to
clean up the river and to develop
recreational sites along the river.

The goal of the committee is to
develop recreation opportunities
along the Cass River’s 37.5 mile
corridor, to preserve and enhance
wildlife habitat, improve water
quality, promote good environ-
mental stewardship practices, de-
velop ecotourism opportunities,
and to have it recognized as a Na-
tional Water Trail. 

There are a series of canoe and
kayak launch sites built on public
property in Caro, Vassar, Tuscola
and Frankenmuth. Besides the
launch sites, the water trail project
includes parking and restroom fa-
cilities, along with promotional
material and informative signage
along the river. 
The Cass River is in the Saginaw

Bay Watershed, which runs
through Saginaw, Tuscola, Sanilac
and Huron counties. For more in-
formation, go to the website
www.cassriver.org.

Cass River Greenway continues
effort to clean up the Cass River



by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Jim Heiser could have slipped quietly into retirement after wrapping
up a 38-year career with DTE back in the spring of 2004.
Instead, the longtime Cass City resident opted to give back to his com-

munity – and towns throughout Tuscola County – by taking on an ad-
ministrative role with the United Way as director of operations, helping
to organize annual fundraising campaigns and distribution cycles year
in and year out.
It’s been an enjoyable and rewarding role, said Heiser, who has retired,

again, after heading up the United Way of Tuscola County for more
than a dozen years.

Heiser, a Muskegon native, was asked to get involved in the United
Way after his retirement as manager of DTE’s North Area Energy Cen-
ter in Cass City.

“We moved up here in 1993,”
Heiser said, referring to himself
and his wife, Linda. “I got trans-
ferred here, (and) I had been up
here too long when I was recruited
in 1998-99. At the time, officials
representing multiple United Way
organizations in the county had
agreed to join forces.

“You used to have a Cass City
United Way, Caro United Way,
Vassar United Way, Reese United
Way, and it became a better situa-
tion if all of those combined into
one United Way to represent the
county,” he said. “I think that was
better not only for the United
Ways, but also the companies that
did payroll deduction, because in-

stead of cutting several checks, to United Way, they could cut one.”
Heiser first served as a board member, but later agreed to take on more

responsibility.
“I think (becoming director) happened in 2004 or 2005. We were talk-

ing about how to get one person to do all the (administrative) things
that needed to be done,” he recalled. “It just worked out for me – It gave
me something to do and kept me busy.

“The first year I think I took a salary of $5,000 and I turned around
and gave that back” to the United Way of Tuscola County endowment
fund administered by the Tuscola County Community Foundation, said
Heiser, who decided to work on a volunteer basis – as do all of the
United Way board members — during the remainder of his tenure.

That willingness to volunteer has enabled local United Way officials
to pour nearly all of the money they collected – roughly 94 cents out of
every dollar donated — back into the communities they serve.

“Our overheads were…around six percent,” Heiser said. “It was (a
point of pride) for me, and I think it was for the rest of the board, too.”
While officials had high hopes of collecting goals nearing the $100,000

mark early on, it became evident their expectations were on the high
side. In fact, the organization collected an average of $50,000 to
$60,000 annually.
“I think the most we ever gave out was $78,000 or something like that,

and that was early on,” Heiser said. “We may not have been the biggest
funder, but we were pretty consistent.”

He explained that United Way serves as a funding channel between
individuals and companies willing to share their good fortune with or-
ganizations in need of extra financial support. “Pretty much United Way
is a way for people to make donations that are tax deductible, and then
those donations are doled out to agencies once a year by the board,” he
added.

A host of agencies have benefitted from the United Way of Tuscola
County, including the Child Advocacy Center of Tuscola County, Spe-
cial Needs Vision Clinic, American Association of University Women
(AAUW), the Human Development Commission (HDC) Foster Grand-
parent Program, Thumb Area Assault Crisis Center, Tuscola Homeless
Coalition, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, Tuscola County Imagination
Library, and Rawson Memorial District Library.
Heiser indicated he’s enjoyed helping to be a part of offering a finan-

cial boost to those organizations and others like them, but he noted it
also requires officials to stay on top of deadlines along with other re-
sponsibilities, jobs current board members have taken over since Heiser
decided to step down.

“It seemed to get harder for me to get (to) all of the things I need to
get done. I just thought it was time for a change,” said Heiser, who is
looking forward to devoting a little more time to his family, and his
hobbies – he’s an avid coin collector and genealogy buff.
Looking back, Heiser says he’s pleased with the local United Way of-

ficials’ track record of stewardship when it comes to handling donations
entrusted to the agency.

“I think the consistency of treating the money properly,” he added.
“Everything we did, we did for what we considered to be a pretty solid
reason. We tried to stick with (giving to) organizations that would take
care of community-wide issues.
“We were never able to give everybody everything they wanted, but a

$5,000 donation beats the heck out of none.”

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE SEVENCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2018

$���������#� ��"�����#$�$��
�-((-2+)6����-8>)6�� �����%7�%88362)=7�*36�8,)�3;2)67�3*�8,)���
�����	��� &)-2+�
$-00-%1��922��!98,��922�%2(��%96%�";))2)=��%6)�%'')48-2+�3**)67�83�496',%7)�8,)�
*3003;-2+�()7'6-&)(�4%6')07�3*�4634)68=�
�4463<-1%8)0=�
�����%'6)7�03'%8)(�-2�8,)�#3;27,-4�3*��01;33(���3928=�3*�#97'30%�
%2(�"8%8)�3*��-',-+%2��%2(�136)�4%68-'90%60=�()7'6-&)(�%7�

�024,�	�
�0*��024,6)34�	�����7()14��0..)/(-/+�'4�'�10-/4�4,'4�-3����*))4�#054,
0*��024,6)34�(02/)2�0*�#)(4-0/��4,)/()�#054,�	���*))4��4,)/()��'34�����*))4�
4,)/()��024,�	���*))4��4,)/()�%)34�����*))4�40�!0-/4�0*��)+-//-/+��#)(4-0/�	�

$	���"	�����������
$�&����������	�������������

����
#054,)'34�	���0*��024,6)34�	����#)(4-0/�	��$	���"	���������

$�&����������	�������������
����

#054,6)34�	���0*��024,)'34�	����#)(4-0/�	��$	���"	���������
$�&����������	������������

�*�=39�;-7,�83�1%/)�%2�3**)6�32�8,)�%&3:)�4%6')07��=396�3**)6�7,390(�&)�79&1-88)(�83�8,)
�%;��**-')7�3*��-((-2+)6����-8>)6�� �����
��"��"))+)6�"86))8���%77��-8=���-',-+%2
�������882���%6&%6%�����3)66��#,)�3**)6�1978�&)�-2�;6-8-2+��79&.)'8�83�8,)�*3003;-2+��
����-(7�7,%00�&)�79&1-88)(�83��-((-2+)6����-8>)6�� �����%7�3980-2)(�%&3:)�%2=�

8-1)�%*8)6��9+978�
����	
���&98�1978�&)�6)')-:)(�23�0%8)6�8,%2��'83&)6�
����	
���
����00�4%6')07�%6)�&)-2+�730(�83+)8,)6��
����00�&-(7�;-00�()8%-0�8,)�8)617�3*�8,)�7%0)�-2'09(-2+��

��$,)8,)6�8,)�496',%7)�6)59-6)7�*-2%2'-2+�*631�%�0)2()6�36�;-00�&)�%�'%7,�7%0)��
��� #,)�%003'%8-32�3*�4634)68=�8%<)7�&)8;))2�8,)�4%68-)7��
���� #,)� %68=�6)74327-&0)�*36�8,)�'378�3*�8-80)�-2796%2')��86%27*)6�8%<)7��%2(�())(�����

6)'36(%8-32�
����00�&-(7�1978�-2'09()�%��-2%2'-%0�"8%8)1)28�*631�8,)� 96',%7)6��
���#,)�79'')77*90�&-(()6�;-00�&)�6)59-6)(�83�8)2()6�%�232�6)*92(%&0)�+33(�*%-8,�()

437-8�)59%0�83�8)2��
	���4)6')28�3*�8,)�496',%7)�46-')�;-8,-2�8;3�&97-2)77�(%=7�
%*8)6�6)')-:-2+�238-')�3*�")00)6A7�-28)28�83�%'')48�8,)�&-(�79&1-88)(�&=�8,)�
79'')77*90�&-(()6��

�� #,)�79'')77*90�&-(()6�;-00�%'')48�8,)�46)1-7)7�-2�8,)-6�46)7)28�'32(-8-32��?�"��"@��
%2(�;-8,�%00�*%9087��;-8,398�;%66%28-)7�36�6)46)7)28%8-327�%7�83�'32(-8-32�36�78%8)�3*�
6)4%-6��

�� ")00)6�6)7)6:)7�8,)�6-+,8�83�%'')48�36�6).)'8�%2=�%2(�%00�&-(7�%2(�36�8,)�6-+,8�83�
%'')48�0)77�8,%2�8,)�,-+,)78�&-(�79&1-88)(��

�� �00�&-(7�;-00�&)�34)2)(�32��'83&)6�
����	
���%8���		�%�1���%8�8,)�3**-')7�3*�
�-((-2+)6����-8>)6�� �����%2(�&-(()67�%6)�;)0'31)�83�%88)2(���3;):)6��23�&-(7���
;-00�&)�%'')48)(�8,%8�(%=��

�� #,)�79'')77*90�496',%7)6�;-00�&)�6)59-6)(�83�8)2()6�4%=1)28�-2�*900�&=�')68-*-)(�
',)'/�36�&%2/�132)=�36()6�%8�8,)�8-1)�3*�'037-2+��

�� �037-2+�7,%00�&)�%''3140-7,)(�32�36�&)*36)��)')1&)6��
78���	
���%8�%�03'%8-32�83�
&)�()7-+2%8)(�&=�")00)6��

���#,)�79'')77*90�496',%7)6�;-00�&)�)28-80)(�83�8%/)�4377)77-32�3*�8,)�4634)68=�%8������
'037-2+��

�	������������������������������������������������������ �����������������������������
�������������������� ����������������������������������������� ����������������������

��������� �����
��������������������������������������

��������
���	
��	�#��#))+)2�#42))4��

�'33��-48���-(,-+'/����
�

Heiser closes book
on second ‘career’
as area U-W chief

WHAT ARE YOU looking at? A wet start to the transition from summer to

fall has helped to keep an ample food supply available to all local wildlife in

the Thumb, including this tom turkey, spotted in a patch of thick grass while

checking out the pickings in a garden.

Jim Heiser

keep looking at other properties.”
The hearing drew a crowd, with

some residents voicing concerns
related to bringing the homeless
with addictions to the area. The
non-profit venture would not have
brought in tax revenue, and the
proposed site location is on an un-
approved dead-end road.

“People were worried the town-
ship would have to pay to fix up
the road,” said Delong. “The
township doesn’t have money for
that.”

Delong suggested Kramer ap-
proach neighboring townships. 

Continued from page one. “Hopefully, they can get some-
thing going,” Delong said.
In the meantime, Kramer said he

would continue to look for a loca-

tion that would meet his organiza-
tion’s needs, and reach out to
townships that may be open to ap-
proving his proposal.

Sanilac Co. township rejects rehab permit
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FALL FAMILY Days crowds enjoyed a host of demonstrations over the

weekend, including some old-fashioned sugarbeet harvesting (above) and

a working blacksmith shop (left). At right, veteran Cass City area bee

keeper Dean

H u t c h i n s o n

demonstrated the

t r a d i t i o n a l

process of remov-

ing honey from

combs using

h a n d - c r a n k

equipment that

relies on centrifu-

gal force.

Hutchinson said a

bee will travel

100,000 miles to

produce enough

honey to fill a one-

pound jar.
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 News briefs

MSP citizens academy set
CARO — The Michigan State Police (MSP) Caro Post is inviting area
residents to participate in a “citizens academy” slated to begin Tuesday,
Oct. 2 and continue through Tuesday, Nov. 20.

The seven-week lecture-based academy will give citizens the oppor-
tunity to become familiar with the mission and operation of the MSP,
understand the procedures troopers follow, increase their awareness of
law enforcement’s role in the community, and get to know personnel at
the Caro Post.

The academy will meet at the Tuscola Technology Center, 1401
Cleaver Rd., Caro, on Tuesdays from 6 to 8:30 p.m., and a graduation
ceremony is planned for Nov. 20.
Individuals interested in attending are asked to contact Trooper Nicole

Dhooghe of the Caro Post at (989) 673-2156 or via email at
BeyerN@michigan.gov to obtain an application. Participants must be
18 or older to apply and applications will be accepted until Friday, Sept.
28.

Right to Life dinner slated
CARO – The Tuscola County Right to Life annual Focus on Life Ben-
efit Dinner will be held Tuesday, Sept. 25, at the Knights of Columbus
Hall at 903 Ryan Rd., Caro, with the doors opening at 6 p.m. and the
dinner and program set to begin at 6:30 p.m.

The guest speaker will be Christen Pollo, executive director of Stu-
dents for Life of Michigan. Ten years ago, as a high school senior, Pollo
dedicated her life to ending abortion. Today, she encourages other young
people to do the same. Pollo has interned for several national pro-life
organizations and also worked in politics before becoming a pro-life
missionary.
Ticket information is available by calling (989) 872-3259 or via email

at tuscolacounty4life@gmail.com.

Arts center sponsors film
CASS CITY — In an effort to promote film as a visual art, the Thumb
Area Center for the Arts is hosting free movies at theaters in Tuscola
County Saturday, Sept. 15.
The Cass Theatre will show the movie “Goonies” at 2 p.m.

Kingston appoints Ruggles
KINGSTON — Kingston Township officials recently appointed Tim
Ruggles to serve as a representative on the Kingston Village Police
Committee.

“Lunch and learn” Sept. 25
SANILAC COUNTY — The Human Development Commission
(HDC) and Region VII Area Agency on Aging are sponsoring a free
“lunch and learn” program Tuesday, Sept. 25, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Ave Maria Catholic Parish, 7066 Main St., Port Sanilac.
Workshops will include: Medicare/Medicaid: Make Sure You’re Cov-

ered, Elder Law: Protect Yourself, and Age Gracefully: Eat Better Feel
Better.
There will also be drawings for a tablet, a television and a recliner. 
Pre-registration is required by calling 1-800-843-6394.

Resources expo set Oct. 11
CARO — The Tuscola County Human Services Collaborative Council
and Great Start Tuscola will host the 12th annual Tuscola County
Human Services Community Expo Thursday, Oct. 11, from 10 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the Colwood Church, 1840 Colwood Rd., Caro (at the cor-
ner of M-81 and Colwood Road).
The purpose is to provide agencies and the general public with the op-

portunity to learn about resources available in their communities.

Alliance networking on tap
CARO — Michigan Alliance for Families will host meetings from 1 to
3 p.m. and from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 23 at the Tuscola Tech-
nology Center, 1401 Cleaver Road, Caro.
Michigan Alliance for Families provides information, support and re-

ferrals for parents who have children (birth through age 26) who receive
special education services. There is never any cost for families.
The meetings are designed to bring together families and community

members for networking, dialogue and planning.
Sign-in and refreshments start half an hour before each session.
RSVP should be sent to Genevieve Hecht by today (Wednesday) by

calling (989) 863-4053 or via email to genevieve@michiganalliance-
forfamilies.org.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Peters: Knights Insurance
partnering with State Auto 

Officials at Knights Insurance in Cass City recently announced a part-
nership with the State Auto Insurance Companies, saying State Auto is
one of the nation’s most financially stable and secure providers of auto,
home, farm and business insurance.
“As an independent agent representing State Auto, Knights Insurance

offers choice to customers looking for the best coverage at the most rea-
sonable price,” Knights insurance owner Amy Peters said.

State Auto, headquartered in Columbus, Ohio, has been a leading
provider of insurance since 1921 and today offers coverage to customers
in 33 states. The company markets products exclusively through a select
group of independent insurance agents. State Auto’s claim service has
been recognized by a national consumer publication as being among
the best in the insurance industry.

Knights Insurance is a second-generation family-owned independent
agency that prides itself not only in partnering with exceptional com-
panies like State Auto, but also in its commitment to local communi-
ties.

“Every member of the agency is involved in community service or-
ganizations from local government, service clubs, chamber of com-
merce, churches and foundation boards,” Peters said. (We) also host the
free (document) shredding during the month of April to promote the
importance of identity protection, raise money for local charities with
(our) Bad Christmas Sweater Contest, serve hotdogs during the Music
in the Park Picnic and during Pinktober, and organize the Chili Cook-
off and Chili for Charity during Christmas in the Village.

“The Knights Insurance team cares about their communities, their
clients, and their companies.”
More information is available by visiting the Knights Insurance web-

site at www.knightsagency.com.
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Do you need a 
pediatrician? 
We have you 
covered! Our 
pediatric team 
can see you in 
Cass City & Caro, 
with same day 
appointments. 

CALL
TODAY!

MILLWOOD STREET  
PRIMARY CARE CARO
Robert Van Howe, Pediatrician
Afonso Ferreira, Internal Medicine
Norma Abbott, FNP-BC
989-672-1555

THUMB 
PEDIATRICS
CASS CITY
Nancy Wade, Pediatrician
Robert Van Howe, Pediatrician 
Darcy Tenbusch, FNP, BC
Andrea Mosher, CPNP
989-872-8503

Robert 
Van Howe,
PEDIATRICIAN
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MUSIC HAS been a part of Larry Turner’s life

since he was 14 years old and became interested in

the piano after one was bought for his sister.

Turner has spent a lifetime combining faith, love of music 
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

The love of God, country and
music has always been part of
Larry Turner’s life.

“I was 14 when my mother
bought a piano for my sister.
When we got it, I just took to it. I
never knew I had a feeling for it,”
said Turner.

The instrument intrigued him so
much, he learned how to play it.

“Before I ever took a lesson, I
started putting cords together in a
certain way and played those,” he
recalled.

Once Turner discovered his in-

terest in the piano, the instrument
was his focus in life.
“It is a dynamic instrument. You

can play it soft or play it loud, and
it takes both hands to play it,” he
said. “I just like the sound of
music on a piano.”

Turner was able to blend his love
of the Lord with his love of music
when he went to college.
“I majored in music and Bible at

Harding College in Arkansas,” he
said. “It is a religious college.

“I taught music in Lincoln Park
(Michigan) for a year before I was
drafted,” added Turner, who
served in the U.S. Army for two

years — 1967 and 1968 – serving
as a medic in Vietnam in 1968.

During his time “in country” in
Vietnam, he was wounded. He
was presented with a Purple
Heart, a medal given to those who
are wounded in action. He also re-
ceived the U.S. Army medal of
Honor Commendation with a V,
and a Bronze Star, also with a V,
which stands for valor.

Turner, who is originally from
Detroit, was a pastor for more
than 40 years until he retired four
years ago.

His first church was the Church
of Christ in Detroit. Some of the
other churches where he’s pas-
tored include the Caro Church of
Christ and the Akron Church of
Christ.

“I still fill in as a pastor when
there is a need,” he noted.

It was while he was a pastor at
the Caro Church of Christ that he
met his second wife, Margaret
(Anderson), of Caro. The couple
moved to Cass City about 15
years ago.

Because of his ability to put
notes together, he has written sev-
eral songs, hymns and choral
music, and several of his musical
compositions have been pub-
lished.

“I wrote a song for my first wife,
Fay, that was published by Hill
Top Records in California,” said
Turner. “The song was called,
‘Fay One.’ It was a love song. It is
on an album called, ‘America.’ I
had just that one song on it. There
were other composers on the
album that included vocal and in-
strumental music. That was done
about three years ago.”
Turner also had a Christmas carol

— “Angels Sing Praise,” a vocal
and instrumental number — that
was published by Hill Top

Records.
“I had a couple of other ones

published also,” said Turner. “The
pay was a minimal amount.”

One of his many pieces include
the “Veteran Honor Song,” which
pays tribute to those who served
their country.

“I think I’ve written about 50
pieces, and I really have no idea
how many hymns I’ve written,”
he said.

In addition, Turner’s brother,
Gary, collaborated on a book of
hymns with him.

According to information from
the bookstore website Barnes and
Nobel, “Songs To The Glory Of
God Volume II” was co-authored
by brothers Gary and Larry Turner
and is a collection of songs of
praise and worship. The songs
were written to glorify God.”

Turner, who is an accomplished
musician, arranged all the music
in the 85-page hymn book.

AS A YOUNG man, Turner

taught music in Lincoln Park

for a year before he was

drafted. He majored in music

and Bible at Harding College

in Arkansas.

LARRY TURNER was a pastor for more than 40

years. He combined his love of the Lord with his

love of music. He wrote the music in the “Songs to

the Glory of God” book as well as several other

hymns and songs.
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