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by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle 

The theme for this year’s Thumb Octagon
Barn and Agricultural Museum’s Fall Fam-
ily Days on Sept. 8th and 9th is, “The
Thumb: Naturally Sweet.”
“The naturally sweet theme will showcase

Michigan’s sweet products which range
from sugar beets, syrup, honey, sorghum
products and much more,” said Martin
Kubacki, president of the Friends of the Oc-
tagon Barn. “Some individuals from MSU
(Michigan State University) will be there
also to help with explanations and demon-
strations.”
And a number of other groups will be com-

ing forward to display and explain the sweet

products that can be found in the Thumb.
That will include demonstrations on how
sugar beets are raised, harvested and
processed.
To do that, a demo plot of sugar beets was

planted.
Another naturally sweet demonstration will

be done by Mark Battle on how maple syrup
is processed. It takes between 39 to 50 gal-
lons of sap to make one gallon of maple
syrup. 
The two-day Fall Family Days event cele-

brates stepping back in time to what rural
life was like during the early 1900s. 
A new event this year will be tractor games

at 1 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, and the
annual antique tractor parade will be at 3

A pair of special meetings 
on tap for village council

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

The Cass City Village Council will have
back-to-back meetings Wednesday, Sept.
12, at the municipal building.
At 7 p.m., there will be the regular com-

mittee of the whole meeting where coun-
cil members will review information, and
then two special council meetings will be
convened after that to take care of some
business items, explained village Man-
ager Debbie Powell. 

During a special meeting at 7:30 p.m.,
the council will consider establishing a
Commercial Redevelopment District. 
And then at about 7:35 p.m., the council

will consider approving a Commercial
Facilities Exemption Certificate
for Jim Zyrowski’s grocery store. 

According to Powell, it is necessary to
create a Commercial Redevelopment Dis-
trict first and then an application for a
Commercial Facilities Exemption Certifi-
cate can be reviewed and approved by the
council. 

“The redevelopment district and the fa-
cilities exemption certificate are being re-
quested for Ben’s Fresh Neighborhood
Market. Tax incentives are being re-

quested for the store,” Powell said. “If
granted, the taxable value of the store be-
fore renovations investments will be used
to calculate taxes.” 

Annual Fall Family Days
celebration this weekend

The tradition carried on...

Guinther family tallies
135 years in the service

by Krysta Boyce

Members of the John and Marion Guinther family have spent a combined total of
135 years serving our nation through several generations. During WWI John served
the war effort from the home front before he married Marion (Brown) where they
remained in Cass City to raise their growing family. As their children came of age,
one after another enlisted in the United States Army, Navy and Air Force branches.
Of their 14 children, seven out of 10 sons enlisted, along with two daughters mar-
rying men who had served. 

William Hazen Guinther

In a previous Chronicle article, William Hazen Guinther recalled hearing news of
the invasion of Poland two years before enlisting,
quoting, “I didn’t think we were going to get that far
into it.” As the war progressed, he enlisted in the
United States Marine Corps on December 5 of 1941.
He served during World War II with the 5th Marine
Division, 27th Regiment, 2nd Battalion East Com-
pany. Mess Sergeant Guinther spent four years after
enlisting as the chief cook before being deployed to
Iwo Jima, Japan. Hazen recalled landing on Iwo Jima
with the fifth wave of marines. He remembered the
day well, within an hour of landing on the island his
unit was clearing debris out of the way to move in
tanks and heavy artillery. Suddenly a mortar hit a
nearby landing craft, flying bits of shrapnel embed-
ded into his left hand. He was transported off the is-
land for medical care, but volunteered to return after
only 4 days with his arm in a sling.  Out of 200 in his
division, Hazen was one of 35 marines to return home from the battle, receiving a

by Mary Dier
For the Chronicle 

The 18-month long lawsuit against
Almer Township officials by NextEra
Energy Resources LLC was dismissed
Aug. 14, by Federal Judge Thomas Lud-
ington, United State District Court East-
ern District, Bay City. 

The latest court decision is on the last
part of a multi-count lawsuit filed Feb-
ruary 2017 by NextEra regarding Tus-
cola Wind III’s development, when the
Almer Township Planning Commission
enacted a moratorium for more time to

Area township
lawsuit closed

Please turn to page 4.

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 4.

William Guinther

THE LATE MARION GUINTHER poses with a few of

her children and grandchildren who had enlisted in the

military, (front, l-r) Stanley Guinther, Susann Guinther,

Gerald Guinther, David Guinther; (middle, l-r) Harold

Guinther, Marion Guinther, Hazen Guinther; (back, l-r)

Roger Guinther, Richard Guinther and James Guinther. 

Please turn to page 8.

THOUSANDS OF people are expected to return to the

Thumb Octagon Barn for the 23rd annual Fall Family Days

celebration, slated for Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 8 and 9.

Besides the 542 calls for service, the
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department also
handled a homicide.
The homicide initially started Sept. 1, as

a suspicious situation about 4 a.m. in the
3900 Block of Aitken Road when Bricia
Flores-Rivera, 42, was reported missing
and that there was blood discovered at the

residence, ac-
cording to a press
release by Sheriff
Garry Biniecki.

When deputies
arrived on scene,
it appeared that a
violent crime had
occurred.

The Michigan
State Police
Crime Lab was

called in to

process the scene as well as a vehicle in-
volved, which was located later in the
morning from
leads that
deputies gath-
ered.

Several inter-
preters were
called to assist
with the investi-
gation because
some of the peo-
ple involved
spoke Spanish
and very little
English.

The investigation led authorities to
southeastern Buel Township, where the
42-year-old female victim’s body was re-
covered late Saturday. An autopsy was

Suspects arraigned in
Sanilac Co. homicide

Leobardo Torres -
Castillo

Francisca Vargas -
Castillo

Please turn to page 12.
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THE 105TH Novesta Descendants Old Settlers Reunion was held August

18 at the Church of Christ Fellowship Room with the following attending:

(front l-r) John Novak, Jeanne (Field) Kaatz, Nancy (Walmsley) Watkins,

Marilyn (Horner) Lester, Geri (Warner) Perry; (back) Alan Field, Grant

Zinnecker, Audrey (McNelly) Field, Mary Helen (Woodward) Pratt, Rose

(Novak) Farmer, Pat (Novak) King, Bob Watkins, Patsy (Francis)

Longuski, Dale Churchill and Duane Lester, photograph by Dennis

Longuski; missing John Chapin. Those attending were from the Deford,

Cass City and Caro area, Muskegon, Lansing, Holland and Tennessee.

Mark your calendar for August 17, 2019 for the next reunion. If you

would like a reminder, please email Geri Perry at jgp3991@charter.net

or call 989-872-3991. 

Dalene Newkirk of Sandusky
and Joel Shagena of Kingston
were married on January 27, 2018
at Deckerville Bible Church with
approximately 220 guests in atten-
dance. 
A reception followed at the Car-

man Banquet Hall in Peck. 
The couple enjoyed their honey-

moon in Hawaii. 
Dalene is the daughter of David

and Charlene Newkirk of San-
dusky, she is employed at 5/3
Bank as a mortgage closer and
was a 1996 Sandusky High
School graduate.
Joel is the son of John and Jeanne

Shagena of Kingston, he is em-
ployed at Hurley Medical Center
in Flint as an EEG Technologist
and was a 1993 Cass City High
School graduate. 

Dalene and Joel Shagena

Shagenas 
married in
Deckerville
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Back to school time

will have access to Chromebooks. 
The one thing in education that hasn’t changed over

the decades is the value of having a caring and ded-
icated teacher in the classroom. 

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Instead of starting after Labor Day, the 2018-2019
school year is well underway. The early start is sup-
posed to help students with the “summer slide,”
which is a term where students forget what they
learned in the previous grade over the summer. 

Summer slide. To me, that sounds like a dance
move… kind of like the “electric glide.” Anyway, the
start and stop time of the school year has changed a
lot over the years. 

That change was evident when a 1930 newspaper
was found inside of a time capsule in the Kingston
School District that was unveiled during the Kingston
Days celebration. There was an article reminding res-
idents the school year was going to start on Sept. 15.
I’m a product of a country school. I went to the Co-

lumbia Corners School. Originally, it was a one room
school, but a wall was put up at some point to divide
the school. On one side was the kindergarten through
fourth grade students called the little kids’ side. The
other room was for fifth through eighth grade stu-
dents, which was the big kids’ side. 

Each side was taught by one teacher. That teacher
taught all of the grades in each room. I think it was a
great concept. We could learn what was being taught
to the students in the grade ahead of us, which gave
us a leg up on learning what would be coming. And,
we got a refresher course from what was being taught
to students who were a grade behind us.
A few years ago some schools made a big deal out

of “blending” some students from two different class
levels together for a few hours a day in a special
class. (As the saying goes, everything old is new
again.)
I bet a few of the people at the time capsule opening

could not figure out why a school year in 1930 would
be starting half way through the month of Septem-
ber.
The answer is simple. Back at that time, the primary

occupation in the Thumb was farming. As many
hands as possible was needed to help with fall har-
vest. That also went for spring planting. And, hunting
season was a necessary and excusable holiday. 

It was not unusual for male students to be gone for
several days during pheasant and deer hunting time.
Also, when school started there was a mad dash to

a store in Caro to buy textbooks. The first buyers
were able to get textbooks in the best condition at a
reasonable price. A student was responsible for keep-
ing the textbook in the best possible condition. Spe-
cial paper covers were bought to protect the book’s
cover, and it was considered a sin to deface a text-
book by writing in it. Once all of the used books were
gone, a parent had to buy a new textbook that cost “a
pretty penny.” 

That aspect sure has changed, especially in the
Kingston School District were each student this year

Newborn screening
key to healthy life

To help prevent congenital heart defects, officials with

the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

(MDHHS) Newborn Screening Program are urging

women to take preventative steps before, during and after

pregnancy, including newborn screening.

Congenital heart defects are one of the most common

birth defects and leading cause of birth defect-related

deaths. Present at birth, the defects affect the structure

and function of the heart. These defects can be detected

with a pulse oximeter during newborn screening.

Since April 2014, when this screening became a part of

the Newborn Screening Panel, more than 333,000 babies

born in Michigan have been screened for critical congen-

ital heart disease.

“Michigan babies are greatly benefiting from a simple,

painless screen done at 24 hours of life,” said Dr. Eden

Wells, MDHHS’ chief medical officer. “With technology

and treatment for these conditions improving, if diagnosed

early, children with serious congenital heart defects have

the potential to lead normal, healthy lives.”

It is important for parents to know that newborn screen-

ing cannot identify every child with a critical heart prob-

lem. Warning signs that all parents should watch for are:

bluish color of the lips or skin, grunting, fast breathing,

poor feeding and poor weight gain.

Some congenital heart defects have only a minor and

brief effect on a baby’s health and some have very serious

and life-long effects and can cause early death.

Public awareness, accurate diagnosis and expert med-

ical care are all essential for adequate management of

these all too common and deadly conditions.

Studies have reported increased risks for congenital

heart defects associated with maternal obesity, diabetes

and smoking.

“The heart forms in the early weeks of pregnancy, often

before a woman realizes she is pregnant,” Wells said.

“Diet, genetic and environmental factors, life-style

choices, health conditions and medications all can play a

role in preventing or causing congenital heart defects.”

The MDHHS is advising women who are pregnant or

may become pregnant to:

*Avoid all alcohol and illegal/recreational drugs.

*Avoid exposure to smoke, chemicals and toxins, both at

work and at home.

*Take a folic acid supplement throughout the childbear-

ing years and check with their healthcare provider to con-

firm that they are getting adequate amounts of all the

essential nutrients.

*See a physician prior to pregnancy, especially if there

are medical conditions which require medications, any

known metabolic conditions including diabetes, obesity,

phenyketonuria (PKU), or a family history of congenital

heart defects.

*Receive regular medical check-ups and learn about

their family history and potential genetic risks.

More information about Michigan’s Newborn Screening

Program can be found on the website Michigan.gov/new-

bornscreening.
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Sheriff Garry Biniecki reports that the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s office was hard at work over the
Labor Day weekend, as Central Dispatch received
542 calls for service. 

The calls in service ranged from a homicide in
Flynn Township to several domestic violence calls
in addition to larceny and burglary cases. Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Deputies handled 72 complaints.
They made six arrests and performed 62 traffic stops
with 32 citations issued, including 31 verbal warn-
ings.

Sanilac County Corrections Deputies booked 17
subjects into the jail stemming from arrests by
Deputies and other police agencies from throughout
the county and the courts.

The Marine Division was on the water over the
holiday weekend in Lake Huron waterways in both
Port Sanilac and Lexington harbors. They con-
ducted marine patrols and responded to many boater
assist calls. No water related injuries were reported
and no tickets were issued.

**********     

The Helen Stevens Memorial Pool staff in 2018 in-
cluded Kalee Gray, Claire Kausch, Sawyer Cuthrell,
Sayge Cuthrell,
Lauren Fernald,
Bryce Fernald,
Dylan Crase,
Jamison Kruse,
Lecretia Hud-
son, Grace
B r a n d i n g ,
Claire Brand-
ing, Sydney
Phillips, Colby
Sutton, Lauren
Henry, Tara Nicholas, Janey Ballard, Macy Dickin-
son and Erika Martin, pool director.

Martin sums it up pretty well about her Cass City
staff.

“Our small community is better because of you.”

**********    

You can help in the fight against breast cancer by
becoming a sponsor of the 7th annual TA-TA
GLOW TROT 5k run and walk. The event and its
activities are designed to actively demonstrate com-
munity participation, while helping to raise money
to battle cancer, according to organizers. 
This year’s event will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 23,

2018. It will kick off with registration from 6 pm –
7 pm, and the run/walk will start at 7:30 pm. 
Awards will be given for top finishers: first in each
age division, plus the top three walkers.

Race sponsorship is $100.00. Contact Misty De-
Long at (989) 872-1939 for more information.

**********       

Cass City marching band students will be collect-
ing donations to earn money for the band and their
Individual Fundraising Accounts (IFA’s) with a
Mighty March-a-Thon around town on Saturday,
Sept. 22.

Highlighting the event will be Cass City’s new
Drumline. Sponsor are needed here too, contact
band director Laura Curtis for more information. 

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available
for multi-year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves
the right to edit any and all copy for
content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the
Chronicle management and staff.
Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for dis-
play advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for
the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for verifica-
tion, but won’t be used in the newspaper. Names will be withheld from publication
upon request, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves the right to edit letters
for length and clarity.
We will not publish thank you letters of a specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes for a raffle.

Substance misuse
a serious problem
Editor,

I recently had the opportunity to participate in in-
terviews for a newly-opened position with my em-
ployer. After a year of actively working to bring
about the message of hope for recovery and preven-
tion of substance misuse, I was awestruck with the
realization that some of the candidates believed we
had done next to nothing in response to the opioid
problems in our communities and that they had a
quick fix answer.
Across the nation, this is predominately a problem

for white, rural populations. Eighteen- to 35-year-
olds are most likely to start misusing prescription
opiates. Middle-age women are most likely to de-
velop the disease of addiction, and working-age men
are most likely to face drug-related charges. Yet,
three quarters of seniors with Medicare part D in-
surance have a prescription for an opioid.

If I ask just about anyone in the Thumb, what are
some of the biggest challenges facing our region,
problems arising from drug use is going to be among
the top answers.

We are being blasted with real news stories about
lives lost and lives changed forever due to legal con-

Please turn to page 8.
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Fall days
scheduled 

p.m. on both days.
“Most of the old tractors are two-

cylinders, so one of the games
would be how slow they could
go,” noted Lisa Geiger, who is
also a Friend of the Octagon
Barn. 
Some of the other games will in-

clude barrel races, obstacle course
races and backing up and hitching
competitions. 

The unusual eight-sided barn
along with the Purdy home,
sawmill, one-room country school
and museum are all open for visi-
tors.

There will be entertainment,
fresh apple cider and donuts along
with several live demonstrations
of using old time equipment, trac-
tors, log splitting, blacksmithing,
bean sorters and more. There will
be lots of food, entertainment and
vendors, including handcrafted
items, antiques and a flea market.

“A lot of work has been done at
the barn over the summer. New
roofs were put on the barn, garage,
power house and on the visitor
center. There is always something
that needs to be done to keep it all
up,” said Kubacki. “The money
raised during Fall Family Days is
used for the upgrades and repairs.
The money is always put to good
use.”

It took 142 squares of Certain
Teed Landmark Pro Shingles just
to do the barn. It took 15 more
squares to do the other buildings. 

“With the proceeds from this
year’s event, we will be working
on the inside of the barn next
year,” said Kubacki

To kick off each day, there will
be a farmers breakfast available
from 8 to 11 a.m. Saturday and
Sunday.

To access the site, participants
will be given a tractor-drawn shut-
tle ride from the parking lot to the
festival site. 
The event is open each day from

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is a $5 ad-
mission for those age six and
older. 

There is also an all-you-can-eat
fish fry from 4 to 7 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 7.
The Thumb Octagon Barn is ap-

proximately one mile east of the
village of Gagetown off Bay City-
Forestville Road and one mile
north on Richie Road.

Continued from page one.

 

 
 

 

Cass City Village Council 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
A Special Meeting  

of the Cass City Village Council 
has been scheduled 

at the Municipal Building,  
6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan, 

 

            Wednesday, September 12, 2018 
at 7:00 p.m. 

 

To Consider Establishing a Commercial 

Redevelopment District,  

To Consider the Approval of a  
Commercial Facilities Exemption Certificate  

for a Cass City Supermarket, and 

To Award the 2018 Sidewalk Project.    

 

The Public is invited to attend. 
Nanette S. Walsh 

Clerk/Treasurer 
 

The Michigan Thumb Public
Health Alliance wants input on the
health departments in the Thumb
to better understand how to ad-
dress two very important issues:
Cardiovascular disease and pre-
ventable injuries.
To provide input, you can partic-

ipate in an online survey at the fol-
lowing link: 
w w w. s u r v e y - m o n k e y. c o m
/r/ThumbHealth.
You can also pick up a paper sur-

vey at the Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac
or Tuscola county health depart-
ments. Deadline to complete the
survey is Sept. 21.
The survey has four sections, for

each section you complete, your
name will be entered into a draw-
ing for one of four $100 Visa gift
cards. 
One gift card will be given away

in each county.
The survey is part of a project to

identify priority health issues and
work with the community to ad-
dress those issues. Over the past
year, the health departments in the
Thumb have reviewed data about
many important health issues.

By reviewing data, cardiovascu-
lar disease and preventable in-
juries were identified as top
issues. Heart disease and stroke
accounted for one out of three

deaths in the Thumb in 2016 and
24 percent of deaths for those
under age 65.
Preventable injuries are also tak-

ing a toll on residents in our com-
munity. Accidents for those over
age 65 are the second leading
cause of hospitalizations after
heart disease. Falls and auto acci-
dents are two of the top causes of
fatal injuries for those over 65. We
also know that impaired driving
contributes to auto accidents.

From 2012-16, 30-36 percent of
auto accidents in the Thumb were
alcohol related. Community con-
versations were held in June to ob-
tain input from key stakeholders
across the Thumb. This survey
will provide community input

about health issues.
Funding for the health assess-

ment project has been provided
through the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services
Cross Jurisdictional Sharing grant
program. 

The mission of the Michigan
Thumb Public Health Alliance is
to develop, implement and sustain
models of shared public health
services to more effectively im-
pact health outcomes.

For more information about the
Michigan Thumb Public Health
Alliance and its members, go to
www.MiThumbPHA.org or con-
tact the local health department in
Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac, or Tus-
cola counties.

Health survey participants wanted

If approved, the tax incentive
could be used for up to 12 years. 
“Typically for that tax incentive,

the local government unit estab-
lishes a district; and once a district
is established, the investor has the
ability to apply for an exemption
certificate,” said Powell, noting

Continued from page one. the incentive will only be on the
real estate. 

In July, businessman Jim Zy-
rowski explained his plans for his
market that will open later this
year at 6233 Church St., where the
former Erla’s Food Center used to
be. The store will have groceries,
a deli, a bakery and sitting area to
drink coffee, an area for hardware,
a pharmacy, and a branch of the
Frankenmuth Credit Union will be
housed in part of the store. 
And, the last item of business the

council is expected to address is
awarding sidewalk projects to bid-
ders. 

Village meetings on tap

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Have a heart

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

A Bad Axe native with years of
experience in the funeral home in-
dustry is now officially on staff at
Kranz Funeral Home in Cass City.
Larry Brown, a licensed funeral
director, fills a vacancy at the
local funeral home left by assis-
tant funeral director John Mulrath.
He retired after 15 years of service
to owner Debra Kranz, who also
operates a second funeral home in
Kingston.
Penny Freeman and John Curdie

were united in marriage Saturday,
Aug. 24, 2013 at Linton Memorial
Chapel in the Pioneer Log Village
in Bad Axe with Rev. James
Klemmer officiating. The bride is
the daughter of Rick and Mary
Freeman of Bad Axe. The groom
is the son of Larry and Caroline
Curdie of Warren. Carrie Klem-
mer the bride’s sister was maid of
honor. Bridesmaids were Tanya
Phillips, Chelsea Machiela and
Melissa Phillips. Carl Sapp, friend
of the groom, was the best man.
Groomsmen were Bill Curdie,
Dominic Freeman and Rich
Phillips. The couple shared their
day with lots of family and
friends. A reception followed the
ceremony at The Gathering Place
in Bad Axe.

Schneeberger’s congratulates
Red Hawk honor student Erin
Zdrojewski as their first choice for
2013 “Athlete of the Week” award
winner. Erin Zdrojewski, a junior,
is entering her third year as leader
of the Lady Red Hawk cross
country team. Over the weekend,
at the Bad Axe Invitational, Zdro-
jewski led her team with an indi-
vidual 13th place finish and a time
of 22:08. Her 5K time was over 60
seconds faster than her week one
race time. Also a member of the
Cass City varsity volleyball team
this fall, Erin is the daughter of
Jon and Deidra Zdrojewski.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Todd and Stacey Bliss of Cass
City announce the birth of their
daughter, Rylee Johanna. Rylee
was born at 10:50 a.m., Aug. 4,
2008 at Covenant Harrison Hospi-
tal in Saginaw. She weighed 7
pounds, 2 ounces and was 20 1/2
inches long. Her grandparents are
Richard and Connie Pachia of
Cass City, the late Donald Willis,
Donald and Cynthia Horiski of
Sebewaing, and Phil and Carol
Wagner of Essexville.

Amanda L. Bitzer of Caro re-
cently passed the CMA Certifica-
tion Examination administered by
the Certifying Board of the Amer-
ican Association of Medical As-
sistants (AAMA). In the process,
she earned her certified medical
assistant credential. Bitzer is a
graduate of the medical assisting
program at Baker College, Cass
City, and is employed at Hills and
Dales General Hospital, also in
Cass City. The CMA examination
tests clinical and administrative
knowledge needed for competent
medical assisting practice. The
test is the only medical assisting
exam that requires all of its candi-
dates to be graduates of an accred-
ited postsecondary medical
assisting program.

Tyler R. Bader recently gradu-
ated from Central Michigan Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education Degree
in language arts and science. A
2002 graduate of Cass City High
School, he is the son of Bill and
Celeste Bader.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

The founder of a unique, expand-
ing area ministry hopes to begin
holding regular church services
soon. “We’re going to definitely
hold services here,” the Rev.
Duane Plonta remarked as he sur-
veyed the inside of the church he
recently built at 4330 Farver Rd.,
located about 4 miles northeast of
Gagetown in Huron County’s
Grant Township. The project is
among the latest additions to a
116-acre Christian retreat Plonta
and his wife, Wannetta, have de-
veloped over the past 3 summers.

Mark and Kris Adkins of Cass
City are the parents of a baby boy,
Nicolas Michael, born Aug. 11 at
McKenzie Memorial Hospital,

I’m not much into those self-care check lists, mostly because I know
I do some things that are inherently not healthy.

I’m guessing most smokers are in the same boat (don’t judge unless
you’re willing to put down that family-size bag of chips and take a two-
mile walk with me), but I still occasionally read articles like one I found
on the website Healthyway.com that addresses heart care.

According to the article, cardiovascular disease is the leading global
cause of death, accounting for more than 17.3 million deaths annually,
including just over 800,000 in the United States.
It’s no surprise that smoking tops the list of the worst habits for heart

health, but if you’re smugly thinking, “I don’t smoke. No problem,”
better read on.
In fact, a number of lifestyle issues can up your chances for heart prob-

lems.
Take not sleeping well, for example. Studies show that those who sleep

fewer than six hours a night had a whopping 79 percent increased inci-
dence of coronary heart disease compared to people who sleep eight or
more hours, according to the article, which notes a lack of quality sleep
impacts blood pressure.

Here are a few other contributing factors:
*You don’t laugh enough (stress has a way of hurting your arteries.

Laughing relaxes and expands blood vessels).
*You don’t floss (research has found a strong link between gum and

heart disease).
*You don’t stretch (flexible blood vessels help moderate blood pres-

sure).
*You’re not shvitzing (before you ask me to watch my language, the

Yiddish word simply refers to sweating, as in sweating out the presence
of any heavy metals in your body that can lead to heart damage).
*You party too much (alcohol, in excess, is associated with high blood

pressure, high blood fats and can lead to heart failure).
*You drink too much sugar.
*You’re sitting too much.
*You forget your fruits and vegetables.
*You eat bacon.
*You add more than a dash of salt (again with the blood pressure, and

how excess sodium is the leading cause of same).
*Your jeans aren’t fitting (it’s estimated two-thirds of the U.S. adult

population is either overweight or obese).
*You skip your check-ups.
Okay, so to sum it up, I smoke and don’t sleep enough, but I laugh

more than enough, floss regularly, and I’ve been doing plenty of shvitz-
ing this summer. I don’t sit too much, but I like sugar in my coffee. Oh,
and I like salt…and bacon. Okay, I love bacon (c’mon, who doesn’t?).
I definitely don’t party too much (anymore), my jeans fit, I (grow) and

eat plenty of vegetables, and I undergo an annual physical (which in-
cludes a specific charge for “tobacco cessation counseling” that is com-
prised of me answering the following two questions: do I still smoke,
and am I ready to quit?).
The good news, according to the article, is that high-risk factors don’t

necessarily sentence you to cardiovascular disease, and studies show
the sooner you make positive lifestyle and diet changes, the better you’ll
feel and the healthier your heart will be.

State Bank, Cass City, was among
the student bankers from 38 states,
Puerto Rico, and Honduras who
have just completed the annual
two-week residence session of the
Graduate School of Banking at the
University Wisconsin in Madison,
Aug. 18-30, according to school
officials.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Mr. and Mrs. David Hartwick,
who will be married 50 years on
Sept. 6, will celebrate their golden
wedding on Sunday, Sept. 5, at
their farm home in Greenleaf
Township. A family dinner will be
served at noon. In the afternoon
and evening, starting at two o’-
clock, an open house will be ob-
served, giving friends an
opportunity to call and visit. Mr.
and Mrs. Hartwick are both 72
years of age, Mr. Hartwick having
celebrated his birthday yesterday.
He was born in Greenleaf Town-
ship where he has always lived,
and Mrs. Hartwick in Elmwood
Township. They were united in
marriage in the parsonage of the
Baptist Church at Cass City by
Rev. Frank Curry on Sept. 6,
1893, and established a home in
Greenleaf Township. For the past
40 years, they have lived on their
farm, seven miles east of Cass
City.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

A large number gathered at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard
Buehrley in Elkland township in
honor of their son, Edward, who
left for Camp Custer. Several mu-
sical selections by a male chorus
were enjoyed and old fashioned
games were played by the
younger folks. Mr. Buehrley was
presented with a safety razor and
a testament by his friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Angus McPhail,
Miss Cassie McPhail and Leslie
Smith, all of Argyle, visited
Thursday at the home of John
Sandham. Mr. Smith is in the U.S.
Navy and has just returned from a
trip to France on a merchant ship. 

France, July 28, 1918. Mr. and
Mrs. J. W. Spencer. Dear Father
and Mother: I am not doing much
this afternoon so I will drop you a
few lines while I have time.
Everything is fine here now. How
is it back home and how are all the
folks? I received a Cass City
Chronicle of June 7 and was glad
to read some of the home news
and that article about Decoration
Day was fine. I have read it
through a couple of times now.
Did I tell you that I met Mervie
Keyser in town the other day. Say,
but it was fine to meet some of the
boys from home. I wouldn’t have
known him in a uniform but he
came over to the truck I was driv-
ing and would like to have jerked
me out of it. He is in the Field Ar-
tillery now.  He is the first one I
have met. Well, how are young
Orton W. Spencer and the rest of
the family? What are you folks all
doing now? I suppose you are sit-
ting down talking about the war
today for it is Sunday. What do the
Detroit papers say about the war?
What kind of a Fourth of July did
you have? Are they dredging Cass
river now or was that job let yet?
If it hasn’t been let, it will not be
let until after the war. Well, my
arm is just about broken so I will
ring off for this time. From your
son, Corp. ORTON W.
SPENCER.

Sandusky.
Deborah L. Otulakowski of Cass

City was one of 165 persons from
among 25,128 applicants to be
awarded a license to hunt elk in
the season that starts Wednesday.
Her license calls for the shooting
of an antlerless elk only. 

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

The ninth annual Albert Martin
family reunion was held at the
Cass City Recreation Park Sun-
day, Aug. 14. There were 55 fam-
ily members in attendance. During
the year, four new members
joined the family. The oldest per-
son present, Gertrude Beyette, 90,
of Caro, received a gift. Betty
Smith received a gift for coming
the farthest, from the Detroit area.
The Blair family will host the next
reunion.
Carl A. Palmateer Jr., son of Carl

A. Palmateer of Main St., and
Gazella J. Deering of Houghton
St., both of Cass City, has been
promoted by the U.S. Army to the
rank of staff sergeant. Palmateer is
a signal security analyst at Fort
Bragg, N.C., with the 18th Air-
borne Corps. He is a 1977 gradu-
ate of Cass City High School.

Children attending Deford Ele-
mentary School will have a new
roof over their heads. Tearing off
the old roof over the entranceway
Friday was Rick Paape. The roof-
ing firm installed a 3-inch layer of
plastic foam insulation, a layer of
rubber and gravel on top. Roofing
repairs have been made this sum-
mer at the Cass City Intermediate
and Campbell, Deford and Ever-
green Elementary Schools. 

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Finkbeiner
accompanied Mr. and Mrs.
William Lindeman of Sebewaing
to Dayton, Ohio, Friday where
they were guests of the Linde-
mans’ daughter and son-in-law,
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Seabrook, until
Monday. While there they at-
tended the Cincinnati-Chicago
baseball game at Riverfront sta-
dium.

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Little of
Cass City announce the marriage
of her daughter, Janet, to David
Zawilinski, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Martin Zawilinski of Cass City.
The couple were married Friday,
Aug. 18, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Both are 1976 graduates of Cass
City High School. Jan also at-
tended Northwood Institute in
Midland. Following a honeymoon
in Florida, the couple will make
their home in Cass City.

The children of Mr. and Mrs.
Clark Zinnecker are conducting
an open house Sunday in honor of
their parents’ 40th wedding an-
niversary. Friends are invited to
the couple’s home at 5693 Deck-
erville Road, Deford, from 2-4
p.m. Both natives of this area,
Zinnecker and Hazel Pringle were
married Sept. 1, 1938 in Detroit.
He is a retired employee of the
Caro Regional Mental Health
Center. They are members of the
Novesta Church of Christ. The
Zinneckers have two sons, Ralph
of Deford, and Grant of Wauke-
sha, Wis., and two grandchildren,
Karla Jo and Melissa Ellen, both
children of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Zinnecker.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Mrs. Malvina Howarth returned
home Saturday evening after two
and a half weeks. She participated
in a 15-day tour of Michigan. The
trip was made for a class at CMU,
Mt. Pleasant, and studying Michi-
gan history. Thirty-one made the
trip by bus. One week was spent
in the Upper Peninsula and muse-
ums were visited in various places
in the state. Also making the trip
was another teacher in the Cass
City school system Mrs. Myles
Coleman of Deford, who teaches
at Deford.

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Striffler
spent the week end with Mr. and
Mrs. Harry Falkenhagen and at-
tended the Striffler-Benkelman re-
union on Monday. Other guests in
the Falkenhagen home Sunday
were Mr. and Mrs. Jack Esau,
Mary Beth and Anne and Leonard
Striffler.

Robert H. Keating, The Pinney
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purple heart. 
Hazen and his wife Elfrieda

(Ewald) continued the family
legacy with all three of their chil-
dren, David, Gerald (Jerry) and
Susan enlisting, along with three
grandsons. 

David Guinther

Following in his father’s foot-
steps, Pfc. David L. Guinther en-
listed in the U.S. Army. He was

sent to Vietnam and soon after
was promoted to first class. David
was stationed at Cam Ranh Bay,
which lies 200 miles north-east of
Saigon. David served as part of a
medical unit, where he worked as
a lab technician in a hospital, he
and his unit would travel among
the villages providing needed
medical care. David and his wife
Sandra, of Saginaw, also have a
son, Lance Geer, currently serving
in the Michigan Army National
Guard. 

Lance Geer

Lance entered active duty on
May 22, 1997 as a satellite com-
munications systems operator. He
completed advanced individual
training (AIT) in 1998. During
AIT he was selected as a satellite
network controller.  He was im-

mediately transferred to Land-
stuhl, Germany with the 1st
Satellite Control Battalion. Lance
was selected to the Green and
Gold Reserve Officer Training
Corps (ROTC) where he was tran-
sitioned from active duty to the
Michigan Army National Guard in
the 156 Signal Battalion. 

He spent the next seven years
until 2007 with the Signal Battal-
ion, at which time his unit was at-
tached to the 86th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team (IBCT) out
of Jeicho, Vt. Lance continued in
the C CO Brigade Support Troops
Battalion (BSTB) 86th IBCT until
2015, where he did spend a year
deployed in Bagram, Afganistan.
In 2015 He accepted a position in
the Army Michigan Guard Re-
cruiting and Retention Battalion
where he worked as a recruiter
with the Recruiting and Retention
Battalion until becoming com-
mand director to the newly estab-
lished 156 Expeditionary Signal
Battalion for the state.   

Tradition carried on through several generations
Continued from page one. Lance has accumulated 21 years

of service during his army career,
where he is currently on active
duty working as the Battalion’s
Theater Spectrum Manager and a
senior COMSEC Account Man-
ager with the Michigan Army Na-
tional Guard. 

Gerald Guinther

Gerald Guinther entered the
United States Air Force Septem-
ber 16, 1965. He was sent to
Lackland Airforce Base in San
Antonio, Texas, where he com-
pleted basic training on November
8, 1965. At that time he was pro-
moted to Airman Third Class (E-
2). Gerald was a member of the
base’s Drum and Bugle Corps.
Early in 1966, he was transferred
to 3377 Technical School
Squadron where he completed his
administrative specialist training
at the Air Training Command in
Amorillo Airforce Base in Texas. 

On June 15, 1966, he was trans-
ferred to the 4520 Combat Crew
Training Group for the Tactical
Air Command in Nellis Airforce
Base in Las Vegas, Nev. During
his time at Nellis, he worked with
the Test and Evaluation Division
where they tested weapons look-
ing for ways to upgrade equip-
ment and weapons that would
eventually be used in fighter
bombers. Gerald was in charge of
eight safes that contained highly

classified materials. 
On January 27, 1968, he was as-

signed to the 12th Tactical Fighter
Squadron at Osan Airforce Base
in South Korea, his unit was se-
lected to establish a fighter unit in
support of the recently seized USS
Pueblo by North Korea. Operation
Combat Fox’s, known to the
world, goal was to free the ship
from North Korea’s control. If the
ship was to escape, Gerald’s unit
was set to aid in the escape. Dur-
ing that month units worked to
move 7,861 passengers and nearly
12,800 tons of cargo in 836 mis-
sions to U.S. camps stationed
throughout Korea and Japan. 
On July 21, 1968, he and his unit

returned to Nellis Air Force Base
where he was given early release
after serving nearly 3.5 years. He
spent the remainder of his six-year
commitment in air force reserve
status until September 15, 1971.
He was then honorably discharged
as a sergeant, receiving the Na-
tional Defense Ribbon, Air Force
Expert Ribbon, Good Conduct
Ribbon and the Armed Forces
Ribbon for his time spent at Osas
Airbase. 

Susann (Guinther)

Pawloski

A few years after graduating
from Cass City High School in
1968, William and Elfrieda’s only
daughter, Susann, enlisted in the
Michigan Army National Guard in
1974. Sergeant First Class Susann
Pawloski served with the Head-
quarters and Headquarters De-
tachment (HHD) 207th Engineer
Battalion out of Bay City, during
her 21 years on the guard she
worked as a career counselor,
legal clerk and company clerk ob-

taining the rank of SFC (E-7). She
spent two short tours in Germany
at the headquarters for Military
Welfare Recreation, where she as-
sisted soldiers who were undergo-
ing reforge training operations.
The operations were designed for
American and German soldiers to
co-strategize as they played War

Games to further their skills. She
and her husband Ron have three
sons, Nathan, Paul and Christo-
pher; two of whom served in the
United States Navy. 

Paul Pawloski 

Cass City graduate Paul A.
Pawloski enlisted in the U.S.
Navy, where he was assigned to
the U.S. Air Anti-Submarine
Squadron 28, aboard the USS For-
restal hunting submarine. During
his time the seaman traveled along
the Indian, Mediterranean and
North Atlantic oceans. Paul ob-

tained the rank of E-3 over his
four-year term. He and his wife,
Mary, live in Olivet, Mich. and
have two daughters. 

Christopher Pawloski

Petty Officer Christopher J.
Pawloski served four years in the
United States Navy. He was sta-
tioned aboard the USS Saratoga
during the Gulf War, assisting in
Operation Desert Storm and Op-
eration Desert Shield. Christopher
served as Radar Operation Spe-
cialist, where he operated radar,
navigation and communications
equipment while on the vessel.   

During his time served, Chris ob-
tained the rank of Petty Officer,
Second Class (E-5). Christopher
and his wife, Dede, live in Cass
City and have three children. 

Roger Guinther 

Corporal Roger Guinther was
drafted into the United States
Army out of Caro in March of
1952. He completed his basic
training at Camp Gordon, in Ga.
Afterwards, he was assigned to
Camp Kilmer in New Jersey for
advanced training. Roger was sent
overseas to Beblingen, Germany
on January 7, 1953. Corp.
Guinther served two years in ac-
tive duty during the Korean War

and spent the remaining two-year
contract in the reserve. Roger and

his wife, Sharon (Wright), contin-
ued the family legacy, having a
son, Jeff, and grandson, Kevin
Begeman, enlist. 
Private Jeff Guinther served as a

Diesel Mechanic in the Army. He
was stationed in Berlin, Germany,
where he obtained the rank of pri-
vate (E-1), and completed his two-
year term. He currently lives in
Carsonville, Mich. 

Kevin Begeman, son of Diane
(Guinther) and Dan Begeman,
served six years in the National
Guard. 

Harold Guinther

Harold Guinther served two
years in the United States Army
during World War II. Harold
fought in the New Guinea Inva-

sion. He also has a son-in-law,
Ron Weippert, who served two
years in the Army. Ron is married
to Harold’s daughter Chris.

Lawrence Guinther

At 18 years old Corporal
Lawrence D. Guinther enlisted for
three years with the U.S. Army at
Fort Custer Training Center in
Mich. He was flown to Calif. for

David Guinther

Gerald Guinther

Susann Pawloski

Paul Pawloski

Christopher Pawloski

Harold Guinther

Roger Guinther

SNAPSHOTS FROM
THE PAST - brothers
Cpl. Roger D. Guinther,
left, and Sgt. Lawrence
D. Guinther traveled
home from Germany to-
gether after spending
two years apart serving
in different units. 

THREE GENERATIONS OF William Hazen’s family
gather in their dress uniforms, they are from left, David,
Susann, William, and Gerald Guinther. 

a brief stay before being shipped
to the Hawaiian Islands for basic
training. Lawrence was then sta-
tioned in Korea, where he tallied
a total of nine-months fighting in
the Korean War. He was sent
home in May of 1952, where he
spent a 30-day furlough in Cass
City, the corporal received a Pur-
ple Heart and several battle stars
during his tour there.  
For his second tour, Lawrence

was sent to Friedburg, Germany,
in October of 1952, there he was
stationed 15 miles from the Russ-
ian border. 

Jack Doerr

Waiting in the army reserves,
Cass City native Jack Doerr was
called to duty in October of 1950.
He was shipped to Fort Lewis,
Wash. before being sent into
Korea. Jack served two years in
the United States Army. He mar-
ried John and Marion’s daughter,
Irene Guinther. The couple also
have a granddaughter Jessica
Doerr, who served one year in the
U.S. Army. 

Stanley Guinther

Stanley Guinther was accepted
into the Air Force in February of
1956. The former Cass City High
School graduate shipped out to
Lackland Air Force Base, in San
Antonio, Texas, where he com-
pleted his basic training. Stanley
spent two years as a Surgical

Technician based at U.S. Air
Force base-Lajes Field, located in
a small cluster of islands, in the
Atlantic Ocean, known as Azore
Islands. 
Stanley worked with several fel-

low air force units as they would
stop at the base en-route to and
from the United States for refuel-
ing, supplies and medical care.
Stanley was deployed home in
October of 1958 for a 30-day fur-
lough, before he was stationed at
the Strategic Air Command base
in Lincoln, Neb. until his dis-
charge in 1960. 

Upon returning to Cass City,
Stanley and his wife, Melva (Mc-
Connell), started their family.
Stanley was the first person hired
when General Cable came to Cass
City. Through his career there, he
worked his way to becoming their
purchasing manager.  Stanley also
attended Central Michigan Col-
lege and Houston Medical School. 

Richard Guinther

Richard Guinther served two
years in the United States Army,
enlisting in 1963. He was sent to
basic training at Fort Knox Army
Base in Ky. After basic, Richard

was stationed at Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo., where he
continued as a Heavy Equipment
Operator. 
During his term Richard was also

sent to Fort Belvoir, Virginia,
where he worked in the motor
pool and attended dispatcher
courses. Richard finished his tour
in 1965 and then returned home to
Cass City. He began working for

Lance Geer

Lawrence Guinther

Stanley Guinther

Richard Guinther

Please turn to page 7.
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Quaker Maid and eventually was
hired by General Motors, where
he worked until his retirement.
Richard and his late wife,
Priscilla, have a son Jack Smith
who served nine years in the
Army and a son-in-law John
Green who also served two years
in the Army. 

James Young

Often soldiers consider their fel-
low unit members “brothers” after
spending years in intense training

and in times of warfare. Specialist
James Young’s tie to the Guinther
family’s long lineage of soldiers
took place when he traveled home
with fellow mate Richard
Guinther.  

Young, who was from Oil City,
Penn., travelled to Cass City on a
short furlough. It was here, where
he met Richard’s sister Marilyn.
The two eventually married and
Young has spent the following 52
years residing in Cass City and
Caro. Young served from 1962-65
in the U.S. Army, he was a Heavy
Equipment Mechanic. Young was
deployed to Korea from 1963 to
1964. The couple’s son, Chuck
Hover, carried on the family
legacy, joining the Navy. 

Chuck Hover

Petty Officer Chuck Hover
served aboard the USS Carl Vin-
son CVN-71 as a Nuclear Ma-

chinist Mechanic. He served a
total of six years, where he earned
the rank of E-6. He and his wife,
Mary, live in Fairgrove. 

James Guinther

James Guinther was drafted into
the United States Army on June 9,
1965 and received his basic train-
ing at Fort Knox, Ky. James was
then stationed at Fort Leonard
Wood in Mo., where he further

trained to be a combat engineer.
James spent the remainder of his
term at Fort Wainwright in Fair-
banks, Alaska. 
He was assigned to a 5-ton truck,

where he spent a lot of his time in
the back country building roads.
His unit’s biggest mission was
containing a fire that had broken
out and spread 100-yards wide
and 20-miles long. Winters at the
base were very harsh and cold, on
average reaching temperatures

from -40 to -60. James spent two
years in active duty with the army.
He and his wife, Joann (Garner),
have three sons, Ron, Brian and
Randy Guinther. 

James also has a grandson, Eric
Guinther, who recently completed

basic training for the U.S. Army.
Eric was a 2017 graduate of Cass
City High School and the son of
Ron and Cheryl Guinther; and
Trina Guinther. 

Randy Guinther

Randy Guinther graduated from
Cass City High School with the
class of 1987. Soon after, Randy
was accepted into the U.S. Navy.
He was sent to Great Lakes, Ill. to
complete basic training. Randy at-
tended the Naval Submarine Base
New London in Groton, Conn.
where he attended submarine
school. He was then sent to Dam
Neck, Va., where he completed
advance training at electronics
school. 
The Seaman Apprentice was sta-

tioned on the USS Will Rogers
(SSBN-659). It was there that he

worked in the navigation de-
partment for 5-1/2 years. The USS
Will Rogers was a carrier of
the Benjamin Franklin, a ballistic
missile nuclear-powered subma-
rine. Late in 1993 the submarine
was decommissioned, Randy rode
the submarine to its final resting
place at Puget Sound Naval Ship-
yard, where it entered the Naval
Ship and Submarine Recycling
Program to ultimately be
scrapped. 
Randy served a total of six years

in the United States Navy.   

Brian Guinther

After graduating with the Cass
City High School class of 1991,
Brian Guinther enlisted in the
United States Navy. The sailor has
spent 20 years proudly serving his
country. 

Brian was sent to San Diego,
Calif. to complete basic training
on the naval base. Brian had four
assignments aboard naval ships
including the USS Clark (FFG-11)
as a Radioman 3rd Class; USS
Portland (LSD-38) as a Radioman
2nd Class where he transitioned to
Information Systems Technician
2nd Class; USS Enterprise (CV-
65) as IT1 he was Lead Petty Of-

ficer of the Communications Di-
vision; and the USS Fort
McHenry where he served as
Lead Petty Officer and Leading
Chief Petty Officer of Communi-
cations Division. 
Brian also spent time stationed in

the Detroit district, where he 
worked recruiting future prospects
in the Bay City and Caro areas. In
2008 Brian served a tour in Bagh-
dad under Multi-National Corps –
Iraq where he spent six months. 

His personal awards include:
Joint Service Commendation
Medal, Navy Achievement Medal
(2 Gold Stars), Good Conduct
(Silver Star). His unit awards in-
clude: National Defense Service
Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal,
Global War of Terrorism National

Defense Service Medal, Global
War of Terrorism Service Medal,
Armed Forces Service Medal, Hu-
manitarian Service Medal and two
Letters of Commendation. 
Brian retired in 2013 as an Infor-

mation Systems Technician, First
Class Petty Officer. Brian and his
wife, Dawn, reside in Bay City
and have 4 grown children Bobby,
Brandon, Kendra, Megan and 9
grandchildren.

The generations of the Guinther
family dedicated their lives to pro-
tecting our freedom throughout
the years. Whether working on
U.S. soil or travelling overseas,
the family has proudly served
their terms, gaining countless ac-
colades, experience and most of
all a great pride for the freedoms
of our country. 

James Young

Chuck Hover

James Guinther

Eric Guinther

Randy Guinther

Brian Guinther

GENERATIONS OF JAMES Guinther’s fam-

ily followed in his footsteps, enlisting in the

Army and Navy. They are, from left, Eric,

James, Brian and Randy Guinther. 

Continued from page 6.

Guinthers bravely serve country
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make a decision and review ordinances.
Tuscola Wind III is the next segment of the wind farm that was de-

signed to be connected to Tuscola Wind I and Tuscola Wind II that had
been completed previously.
The court’s ruling against NextEra covers both Almer Charter Town-

ship and Ellington Township. “The township is pleased with the judge’s
decision. The case is still open for appeals at this time so we are con-
tinuing to strategize with the township’s attorney to ensure we are taking
the proper measures to protect the township,” said Ellington Township
Supervisor Russell Speirs.

“The township board is looking forward to spending more time on
other needs within the township as well as improving things like ex-
panding our website, and how we can better communicate and inform
our residents of things relating to the township and surrounding com-
munity.”
According to Almer Charter Township Supervisor Jim Mantey, “The

judge decided the emails weren’t a violation,” said Mantey noting the
judge dismissed or denied all of NextEra’s other allegations previously. 

“However, they could decide if they want to appeal,” Mantey
said. While the court case was going on, Almer township officials re-
viewed renewable energy ordinances and made some changes. A key
change was setbacks. 
The setback for a non-participating landowner or road right-of-way is

four times the height of the turbine unless the affected participating and
non-participant landowner waives the requirement. The maximum trib-
une height from base to tip is 500 feet.
Mantey explained the setbacks would probably not allow for as many

turbines.
“The ordinance requires the turbines be further from homes that are

non-participants in wind development. There would be fewer turbines,
but it still allows for wind development,” he said.
The energy company’s plan for Tuscola Wind III was the development
of 55 turbines spread out between Almer, Ellington and Fairgrove town-
ships.

“There were court deliberations on that project recently, and we are
reviewing the court’s decision and considering all of our options with
the project,” said NextEra’s Communication’s Manager Bryan Garner.
NextEra is the world’s largest generator of renewable energy from the

wind and sun with revenues of approximately $16.2 billion, according
to its website.
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sequences of drug involvement. Over and over we hear about the opioid
epidemic. We lock our houses, vehicles, and medicine cabinets.

Prescribers and pharmacists are cutting down on the supply of pre-
scription opioids. More and more individuals are carrying overdose re-
versal kits. Treatment agencies are offering free training opportunities
to both professionals and laypeople.

Why don’t most people in Huron County seem to care? This is not
water cooler talk, not conversation for back rooms or social media rants.
This is more like an “all hands on deck” fire alarm. Predominately
white, rural communities have been the breeding ground for the disease
of opioid addiction, and we need to start treating the disease that is
killing our people.
According to the Centers for Disease Control, the opioid epidemic has

taken the lives of 209 people in Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola counties
between 2010 and 2015; and then the rates doubled. The attitude that
“it’s not my family” doesn’t cut it. There are no excuses for looking the
other way and allowing a person to drown—and this is no different.

Addiction is a chronic, progressive and deadly disease that can be
treated. Nearly 80 percent of people addicted to heroin began with a
prescription opiate.

So, if you know someone taking an opioid, talk to them about how
much and how often. If someone you love is misusing opioids — crush-
ing and snorting or injecting them — talk to a doctor, talk to an addic-
tions specialist, talk to your loved one. Research treatment options
online, go to a meeting. If you don’t know anything about opioids,
please take a class, attend a meeting, listen to a story of recovery.
We need to stop looking the other way.
The old adage holds true, “If you are not part of the solution, you are

part of the problem.” There is no quick-fix when it comes to addiction.
Individuals can and often do recover, but in order to prevent the spread
of this disease, there needs to be a culture shift.

Ruth Schwendinger,
prevention specialist
Huron Behavioral Health

VOLUNTEERS are needed to help repurpose wedding gowns and prom

dresses into demise gowns that are given to families when their child dies

prematurely or is still born. Some of those who are helping with the proj-

ect are (l-r) Dawn Kundinger and Linda Jones. 

by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle 

A group of women need volun-
teers to help them with repurpos-
ing wedding gowns and prom
dresses into demise gowns.
“We take those dresses and make

them into little gowns to be used
when a premature baby dies,” ex-
plained Dawn Kundinger, who is
helping coordinate the effort. “We
take wedding gowns, prom
dresses, fancy shirts, and ties and
take them apart to make those lit-
tle gowns.”

It is very labor intensive to
painstakingly pull out a gown’s
stitches with a small stitch ripper
in order to be able to reuse the ma-
terial. It takes the women involved
in the project numerous hours to
disassemble the gowns. The ladies
came from Huron and Tuscola
counties to help with the project.

The pieces of the gowns are
ironed so they lay flat. A pattern is

put down to cut out, and then
sown to make a funeral gown.
Gowns for boys can have a little
vest sewn on it along with a
bowtie. That will be done at Trin-
ity Methodist Church, 513 Wash-
ington Street, Sebewaing, on Sept.
15, and lots of volunteers will be
needed.

When the project is done, the
group will then donate those fetal

demise gowns to area hospitals.
The gowns are given in an effort
to provide support for a grieving
family who suffered the death of
a baby. It is heartbreaking and a
very difficult time to try to shop,
and it is also difficult to find
gowns small enough to use as a
burial gown. 

For more information, or to vol-
unteer to help, call 989-883-9820.

Volunteers seeking material 
to make infant demise gowns
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Continued from page 8.

County wind suit finished

Continued from page 3.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

Opioid deaths rising
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News briefs

On Aug. 30th, Sanilac County Sheriff’s Deputies were contacted by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services about a case stemming from Wells County, Indiana. 
Deputies were asked to attempt to locate a mother, her three children and her boyfriend.

Deputies were able to locate the family at a residence in Forester Township.
Indiana and Michigan Department of Health and Human Services removed the children

from the residence per a court order. 
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Detectives were called in to assist and coordinated with the

Sanilac Child Advocacy Center on the appropriate actions.
The male subject, a 44-year-old from Bluffton Indiana was arrested on an Indiana felony

warrant related to the investigation and is currently being housed at the Sanilac County
Jail awaiting extradition and completion of the Sanilac County investigation. 
The mother, a 36-year-old originally from Sanilac County, was interviewed by Sheriff’s

Deputies, Michigan and Indiana DHHS and will have further court proceedings in Indi-
ana.
“The cooperation between many different agencies was outstanding and resulted in three

children being taken out of a dangerous situation”, stated Sheriff Biniecki.

Rager competent for trial
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle 

A 54-year-old Sanilac County woman is
competent to stand trial on a murder charge
according to an examination by a board-
certified psychiatrist at the Center for
Forensic Psychiatry, Ypsilanti.

Donna Rager is accused of allegedly
killing her 64-year-old husband, Richard
Rager, on July 18 at their residence in the
4500 block of Cooper Road in Marlette
Township.

The case started when the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Department deputies were called
to do a welfare check. Investigators found
the body of Richard Rager, according to in-
formation from the Sanilac County Sher-
iff’s Department. 

The investigators reported their suspi-
cions, and an autopsy confirmed their sus-
picions and the
death was ruled a
homicide. 

Following that
homicide determi-
nation, Donna
Rager was ar-
raigned on felony
charges of homi-
cide–open murder,
tampering with
evidence, posses-
sion of a firearm in
the commission of a felony, and conceal-
ing the death of an individual.

A preliminary examination is scheduled
at 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 2.
A $1 million cash bond continues.

Donna Rager

performed early Sunday morning confirming the homicide determination.
According to Det./Sgt. Nate Smith, two suspects are in custody for the crime. 
On Sept. 3, the suspects, Leobardo Torres-Castillo, 20, and Francisca Vargas-Castillo,

33, were arraigned on felony homicide-open murder, and on felony concealing the death
of an individual. 

Both suspects remain in the Sanilac County Jail on a $1 million cash bond each. Their
preliminary exam is 1:30 p.m., Sept. 18.
The sheriff’s investigation was assisted by U.S. Customs and Border Patrol, the Michigan

State Police Crime Lab, Sandusky Police, Marlette Police, Croswell Police, the F.B.I.,
Marlette Fire Department, Croswell Fire Department, Sanilac County Drug Task Force,
Sanilac County Aerosquad, Sanilac County Search & Rescue, Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Posse and Sanilac Central Dispatch.
Biniecki credits the successful apprehension of the suspects and the locating of the victim

through the cooperation and assistance of the above agencies with the sheriff’s depart-
ment.

Pair arraigned for homicide
Continued from page 1.

Veterans Resource Day on tap
BAD AXE - There will be a Veterans Resource Day and VA Stand Down 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Friday, Sept. 7, at the Wilcox Community Center on Whitelam Street in Bad Axe. 

Veterans who want to know more about their eligibility and potentially enroll for VA
Health Care are encouraged to attend. 

The event will also help Veterans who are homeless, or at risk for homelessness, and
their families. There will be agencies attending who can provide information on housing,
utilities assistance, food, clothing, employment and more. 
VA staff will help veterans complete applications for medical benefits.

Veterans seeking assistance need to bring a copy of their DD 214, and Certificate of Re-
lease or Discharge from Active Duty, if available. It will help with verifying military serv-
ice for eligibility.

Mental health presentation
CARO – Kevin Hines, an award-winning global speaker, best-selling author, documentary
filmmaker and suicide and mental health advocate, will be the guest at a “Living Mentally
Healthy” program slated for Tuesday, Sept. 11, at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.
Registration will start at 8 a.m., with the program scheduled to run from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
Two years after being diagnosed with bipolar disorder at the age of 19, Hines attempted

to take his own life by jumping from the Golden Gate Bridge. He has since dedicated his
life to saving lives by spreading a message of hope.

The upcoming program is being sponsored by Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems and
funded, in part, by Chemical Bank.

Flag ceremony scheduled
KINGSTON - Kingston Village officials plan to conduct a U.S. Flag retirement ceremony
6:30 p.m., Sept. 13, at the fire hall. 

Free movie slated at Theatre
CASS CITY – The Thumb Center for the Arts (TARC) is sponsoring a free back-to-school
movie at the Cass Theatre. The film, The Goonies, will be shown Saturday, Sept. 15, at 2
p.m.

Injuries sustained in accident
SANILAC COUNTY - At about 10:30 a.m., Aug. 30, there was a two vehicle personal in-

jury accident at the intersection of Maple Valley and West Peck roads in Sanilac County’s

Flynn township. 
According to deputies, a 1998 Ford F-150 pulling a twelve-foot utility trailer was being

driven by a 78-year-old male, with a 74-year-old female passenger. Both subjects were
from Berville. That vehicle was traveling north on Maple Valley Road when the driver
failed to stop at the signed intersection. 
The vehicle then struck a travel trailer being pulled by a 2015 GMC, that had stopped at

the intersection and was proceeding though. This vehicle was driven by a 67-year-old male
from Lakeport and his passenger a 66-year-old female also from Lakeport. The collision
with the travel trailer caused it to overturn in the roadway. 
The at-fault vehicle then entered the northeast ditch of the intersection and came to rest.
The passenger of the at-fault vehicle was transported to Marlette Hospital by Marlette
EMS for treatment of their injuries.
The accident remains under investigation by the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office.

Missing mother, children located 
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Michigan Sugar Company is accepting 

applications NOW 
at our Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell 

Factories and at various piling grounds 
 

 
Call 1-877-417-8427  

to learn where to apply in your area 
or 

Apply online at:   
     www.michigansugar.com/careers 

 
Michigan Sugar Company is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer. 
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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Do you need a 
pediatrician? 
We have you 
covered! Our 
pediatric team 
can see you in 
Cass City & Caro, 
with same day 
appointments. 

CALL
TODAY!

MILLWOOD STREET  
PRIMARY CARE CARO
Robert Van Howe, Pediatrician
Afonso Ferreira, Internal Medicine
Norma Abbott, FNP-BC
989-672-1555

THUMB 
PEDIATRICS
CASS CITY
Nancy Wade, Pediatrician
Robert Van Howe, Pediatrician 
Darcy Tenbusch, FNP, BC
Andrea Mosher, CPNP
989-872-8503

Robert 
Van Howe,
PEDIATRICIAN
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by Mary Drier
For the Chronicle

With very little notice and even
less fanfare, a former NASA As-
tronaut returned to Cass City for
two special events.

Brewster Shaw signed the
Thumb Area Quilt Trail block that
was created to honor him as an as-

tronaut and his accomplishments.
The quilt titled “Up, Up and
Away,” is attached to the village’s
DPW building so it faces the vil-
lage’s main park. 
“Despite all that he has done and

accomplished, he (Shaw) is very
humble,” said friend Wayne Dil-
lon of Cass City. “He didn’t want
a fuss made about his signing the
quilt, or being here for his 55th
Cass City High School reunion.”
In order to reach the quilt to sign

it, Shaw stood on a ladder put in
place for the event and held steady
by DPW worker Tom Peruski.

“I like the design and the theme
- the rocket and the star. It’s very
artistic in its design and colors. It
has an impact,” said Shaw about
the block’s design. “It’s an honor.”
During his career as an astronaut,

Shaw flew three space shuttle
missions as pilot of STS-9 in No-
vember 1983, as commander of
STS-61B in November 1985, and
as commander of STS-28 in Au-
gust 1989. Also, Shaw played a
key role in returning the shuttle to
flight following the Challenger
tragedy.

According to Thumb Quilt Trail
member Rose Putman, Pam Still-
well - Binder, who is president of
the quilt trail group, was contacted
that NASA had seen news articles
about Shaw’s block.

“That’s amazing that NASA no-
ticed this,” she said. 

Besides signing the quilt block,
Shaw also signed two smaller art
replicas of the quilt that will be
hung in the Cass City Village Hall

and the other going to the Thumb
Area Quilt Trail. The replicas
have the quilt’s design, the words
Up, Up and Away, and the nota-
tion that Shaw’s quilt block was
number 100 on the Thumb trail
that goes through Tuscola, Huron
and Sanilac counties. 

Shaw was born in Cass City in
1945. Hopes are his career will in-
spire others to follow their dreams

- no matter how difficult or far
away they seem.

Shaw graduated from Cass City
High School in 1963. He was back
in his hometown over the week-
end for his 55th class reunion. He
studied engineering mechanics at
the University of Wisconsin–
Madison in 1968. He joined
NASA in 1979 after service in the
U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam
War. Shaw received several exem-
plary awards for serving his coun-
try in the United States Air Force
and with NASA.

Brewster Shaw

Astronaut Shaw signs quilt block

BESIDES SIGNING the large quilt block, Brewster Shaw signed two

smaller art replicas of the quilt that will be hung in the Cass City Village

Hall and the other going to the Thumb Area Quilt Trail.

AFTER TRAVELING several times into outer

space, climbing a ladder to sign the “Up, Up

and Away” quilt block on the Cass City DPW

building that honors him, former astronaut

Brewster Shaw was undaunted by the height.


