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A COMMEMORATIVE plaque in front of the VFW Post 3644 Hall, Cass City,

honoring those who served in the Vietnam War, was dedicated Saturday. VFW

Commander Joe Merchant (top photo, right), a U.S. Army veteran of that war,

stands in front looking at the monument. The master of ceremonies during the

dedication and pinning ceremony was Tuscola County Veteran Affairs Director

Mark Zmierski, pictured in the photo at left along with some members of the

Cass City High School Band and Director Laura Curtis, whose father is a Viet-

nam veteran. At right, Michigan VFW Senior Vice Commander Mike Fineis, a

Vietnam veteran who served with the U.S. Marine Corps, was among the guest

speakers. See story, related photos, page 8.

Greenleaf Township to consider a
proposed drug treatment complex

Annual Gospel Convention on tap

Cass City teacher
gets hearing, but
can’t save his job

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A decision on a veteran teacher’s future in the Cass City School District
was delayed, but the outcome remained the same following a brief spe-
cial school board meeting Thursday.

After granting teacher Ron McCollum and a union representative a
due process hearing during last week’s special session, the Cass City
Board of Education unanimously laid off McCollum in conjunction
with its decision last month to downsize the district’s Great Start Readi-
ness Program (GSRP).
School Supt. Jeff Hartel asked the board during its July regular meeting

to lay off McCollum as a result of the need to reduce the number of sec-
tions in the GSRP program, which serves four-year-old students, for the
2018-19 school year.

“Currently, our number’s at 26 (students), which doesn’t give us
enough to have two sections,” Hartel told the board, adding the plan is
to go from having two sections – one full day and two half days – to
two sections, each of them half days. “That way we can accommodate
everybody.”
The alternative, he explained, would be to turn students away, because

state law prohibits more than 18 students in a class.
Unfortunately, the action also required the district to eliminate one

teaching position, and McCollum – a teacher in the Cass City Schools
for 17 years — was selected based on job performance evaluations,
again in accordance with state law, according to Hartel.
During last month’s regular meeting, Burt Burleson, UniServe director,

Michigan Education Association (MEA), requested that the board dis-
cuss the matter in closed session, and he asked that McCollum be
granted a due process hearing before school officials take any action.

Board President Alice Zaleski indicated she would entertain the pos-
sibility of a due process hearing. However, she pointed out discussion
of a lay-off is not an exemption for a closed meeting under the Michigan
Open Meetings Act.
State law allows public bodies to meet behind closed doors to discuss

a complaint targeting an employee, after that employee has been noti-

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The annual Kingston Days Festival is scheduled for Friday through
Sunday, Aug. 24-26, this year.

The festival celebrates community and family fun. Ann Heron has
been named the grand marshal for the 2018 parade.
“There will be a people’s choice award this year for the car cruise, and

there will be a golf cart decorating contest,” said Daniel Copeland, who
is helping to coordinate the festival. “The decorated golf cart must be
in the parade to be judged at the park at 3 p.m.
“There will be a parade at noon down M-46,” Copeland added. “Right

now we are not sure where it will start and end. Normally, it is at the
high school, but the parking lot is torn up.”
The festival events will actually kick off Thursday, Aug. 23, at 7 p.m.,

with a 5K run/walk at the Kingston Wesleyan Church.
Friday’s activities will include a community picnic at the pavilion start-

Please turn to page 7.Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 7.

The old wooden tabernacle at
Bay Shore Camp will be ring-
ing with harmony in traditional
quartet style once again during
the 21st annual Lloyd Sever-
ance Thumb Gospel Music
Convention, set for Thursday
through Sunday, Aug. 23-26, at
the Sebewaing campground.
Admission is free.  A freewill

offering will be collected to
benefit the camp. Bay Shore
Camp is located on the north-
east edge of Saginaw Bay, one-
half mile west of Michigan
Sugar Company’s Sebewaing
plant.

The 2018 Convention begins
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. with The
Sound followed by the multi-
award-winning group, 11th
Hour.

The singing on Friday will also
begin at 6:30 p.m. with a longtime
favorite, Justified Quartet, and
Keepers of the Faith from East
Puyallup, Wash.
The music will resume at 10 a.m.

Saturday and will run all day, with
an intermission starting at about
1:45 p.m., until all groups have
completed their concerts.  The
Saturday concert will conclude
with a finale featuring the nation-
ally-acclaimed southern gospel
group, Tribute Quartet.

Gospel groups committed to the
Saturday concert are: The Cal-
varymen Quartet, The Troy Burns
Trio, Souls Harbor, The Hys-
songs, GloryWay Quartet, The
Thurstons, Justified Quartet and
High Road.  Each group will be
making its recordings and other

merchandise available for pur-
chase.

The weekend will be emceed
by Harvest Baptist Church
Senior Pastor Joe Atchinson in
the tabernacle and Tim Herbert
in the youth center.

For those staying in camp, or
who are close enough to drive
in, there will be a 10 a.m. wor-
ship service Sunday featuring
The Foresters. Concluding the
weekend will be a $10 catered
lunch starting at 11:30 a.m.

Food services, including
lunch, will be available Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day lunch. A breakfast buffet
begins at 7:30 a.m. Saturday at
the camp dining hall, serving
until 9:30 a.m. The price is $9

tion (to the opioid crises) in the
Thumb area,” said Kramer. “Rural
communities are dealing with the
opioid crisis three times faster
than urban communities, even

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A non-profit organization wants
to develop a residential recovery
center in Sanilac County.

The Greenleaf Township Plan-
ning Commission will host a hear-
ing Friday, Aug. 31, starting at
7:30 p.m. to discuss the Michigan
House of Hope’s request for a spe-
cial land-use permit to build and
operate a group home/residential
recovery center. The plan is to de-
velop a 30-acre site one-quarter
mile east of Thomas Road on
Spencer Road.

“We looked at several locations.
We want to serve the Thumb, and
where we would like to build is
centrally located between the
Thumb’s three counties. It’s a per-
fect spot,” said Jeff Kramer, who
moved to the Thumb from Ari-
zona to develop the center.

“We are seeking to start a 12-
month residential recovery com-
munity. We are faith-based and
operate similar to Teen Challenge
USA. We will use them as a
model in our program,” he ex-
plained.

Teen Challenge USA uses a ho-
listic model of drug and alcohol
recovery to treat addictions.

“The main difference with our

program is we are going to incor-
porate agriculture in our struc-
ture,” he said. “We are looking at
purchasing 30 acres where we will
incorporate animal husbandry and
greenhouses to teach work ethic
and responsibility,” Kramer said.

And, the Michigan House of
Hope will focus primarily on
those ages 18 and up.

“This is a free-will program for
people who want to do it. If some-
one does come from court or
prison, we will look at accepting
them,” he said.
“We want people who want to be

here. It is hard to help someone
who doesn’t want help, so our
program is one for people who
want help,” added Kramer. “We
have a thorough screening
process. We will not be taking sex
offenders or people with violent
crimes in their past. The safety of
the community is keenly impor-
tant to us.

“In our screening process, we
want to take people who want to
be here and who will not be a risk
to the community. That is key.”
Michigan House of Hope is non-

profit and is in the process of be-
coming a 501-C3 organization.

“We are getting started with the
backing of several churches in the
Thumb. We want to create a solu-

Kingston Days

Please turn to page 16.

Summer festival will include the
unveiling of a mystery this year
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HURON COUNTY resident Ann Miller (right) is pictured above with

Amy Dumaw of the Sanilac County Child Abuse Prevention Council.

Council honors Huron County woman
The Sanilac County Child Abuse

Prevention Council recently rec-
ognized Huron County resident
Ann Miller, a resident of Bad Axe,
for being a long time donor to the
Sanilac County Baby Pantries and
the Community Baby Shower.

Child abuse and prevention
council officials described Miller
as “an amazing seamstress that
donates her time and materials to
make matching sets of bibs, burp
cloths, receiving blankets and

quilts for the Community Baby
Shower. Ann’s generosity pro-
vides each mom attending the
shower a new set of handmade
items to welcome their little one
with. The Community Baby
Shower is held annually in No-
vember.”

In addition to the handmade
items, Miller donates numerous
bags of clothing and baby items
she acquires at local garage sales
for the Sanilac County Baby
Pantries. She also donates her

handmade pillow cases to the
county’s child advocacy center.

Miller is known for her kindness
and seamstress work throughout
the Thumb, as she also donates to
baby pantries in Bad Axe, The
Huron County Health Depart-
ment, the Huron County Safe
House, Eva’s Place Shelter of
Sanilac County, In Better Hands
of Bad Axe, Gianna House of East
Pointe, and St Luke N.E.W. Life
Center of Flint.

The annual Clayton family re-
union was held Sunday, August 5,
at the Cass City Recreational
Park. Sixty-one people attended
the potluck dinner. 
A brief remembrance service was

held for Karen Schoonover of
Harsens Island. Several members
of the McComb family attended
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61 attend annual Clayton family reunion

the service for their cousin. 
An auction was held with Deb

McClorey doing the auctioneer-
ing. A silent auction was also held.
A fun time was had by all. 
There were 3 deaths recorded for

the past year: Karen Schoonover,
Joanne Crawford and Rick
Damm. 

The oldest person in attendance
was Dan Crawford of Dryden, the
youngest was Mason Frank, son
of Grant and Sally Frank of Gales-
burg. There were no births
recorded for the year. 

The 2019 reunion is planned at
the Cass City Recreational Park
for the first Sunday in August.  
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Aging = fodder for columns

tures.
Taking that test rubbed salt in my wounded ego, as

I sadly realized I really was “older than dirt”, having
recognized 19 out of the 20 items in the survey.

I wonder what the test results would be of those
who read this column.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The saying goes that you’re only as old as you feel.
Using that measure as a guide, there are days when I
would be six feet under.
Back when I was a staff reporter, before retiring and

doing freelance writing, the newspaper I worked for
did a section each month on senior issues. I got sad-
dled with the responsibility of having to write some-
thing for that section each month. I was perturbed
about having that responsibility palmed off on me. 
I tried to console myself — that I was given that as-

signment not because of my age (I was still rather
young at the time), and the fact that I was the senior
writer in the newsroom because I had worked there
the longest.

However, that rationale didn’t soothe my wounded
ego because I still thought of myself as young and
vibrant. That is until I realized the fact that I couldn’t
be considered middle aged anymore.
When I doubled my age back at that time, it put me

in the age bracket of being over 90 years old. It was
a sad, sad awakening when I realized the stark reality
that I was edging towards old age.
The final straw that added insult to injury was when

I flunked a quiz that asked if you remembered certain
things. According to the test, if you remembered zero
to five, you were a whipper snapper. If you remem-
bered 6 to 15, you are getting older. If you remember
16 o 20, you are older than dirt!
The following are the 20 questions that asked if you

remembered (along with my responses):
*BlackJack Chewing gum. Yes. It turned my tongue

black.
*Wax-shaped pop bottles with colored sugar water

inside. Yes. The sugar water didn’t taste the best, but
it was fun chewing the wax bottle.
*Butch Wax. Yes. My brother used it.
*Soda pop machines with glass bottles. Yes. I think

pop tasted the best in glass bottles rather than plastic
and tin cans nowadays.
*Howdy Doody. Yes. I wanted so much to be in the

peanut gallery and meet Buffalo Bob.
*Restaurants with table-side jukeboxes. Yes. They

were so romantic you could play your favorite song
just for the person you were eating with.

*Home milk delivery in glass bottles. Yes. Today’s
kids have no idea what the reference to someone’s
kid looking like the milkman means.

*Party telephone lines. Yes. Everyone on the line
could listen in on a conversation.
*Newsreels before movies. Yes. They were consid-

ered as breaking news and documentaries of the day.
*45 RPM records. Yes. I still have some from high

school.
*P.F. Flyers tennis shoes. Yes. It was so fashionable

to have them. They were a must-have on the first day
of school.

*Carrying a metal lunchbox. Yes. It had to have a
cartoon character on it.

*Drive-in movie theaters. Yes. It was popular back
in the day to put a bunch of kids in the trunk of a car
to get them in so as not to have to pay full price.
Then, later you would go to the drive-in to be able to
go out for an evening with the kids in the backseat
with their footie pajamas on. They would fall asleep
before the movie started.
*Telephone numbers with word prefixes. No.
*The Andy Griffith Show. Yes. It was a must-watch

for families.
*Soda fountains. Yes. The Blue Line Dairy in Se-

bewaing was the best.
*Roller skate keys. Yes. Skates were clamped on

shoes using a key to lock them on.
*S + H Green Stamps. Yes. When you had enough

books, they were cashed in for gifts.
*Blue flashbulbs. Yes. They helped take great pic-

No substitute for
water safety rules
Thumb area residents are spoiled when it comes to en-

joying close and easy access to some of the most beau-
tiful Great Lakes access in the state.

But there’s also a downside. Large bodies of water
such as Saginaw Bay can transform from an idyllic
recreational playground into a treacherous mix of
waves and undertows in minutes, ready to take the life
of anyone who doesn’t fully respect the limits of their
knowledge and equipment on the big lake.
Sometimes that means simply having the smarts to stay

off the water until the weather improves.
Mother Nature can be even more unpredictable as

summer transforms into fall.
Unfortunately, too many residents and visitors fail to

heed that advice. Just ask the Huron, Sanilac and Tus-
cola County sheriff’s departments, which devote a sig-
nificant amount of time, money and manpower to
rescuing swimmers, boaters and fisherman each year.

On average, more than ten people die each year be-
cause of dangerous currents in the Great Lakes.

While residents are encouraged to visit and enjoy
Michigan beaches, the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services is urging everyone to learn about
safe swimming and the signs of dangerous currents.
Dangerous currents develop when winds blow toward

the shore, and waves are moderate to high (three feet
or higher). The Great Lakes produce structural cur-
rents, rip currents, outlet currents, long shore currents,
and channel currents – all of which can cause serious
danger to swimmers.
The eastern shore of Lake Michigan has the most cur-

rent-related incidents of all the Great Lakes, and out of
the 514 current-related incidents (rescues and drown-
ings) that occurred on the Great Lakes from 2002-2016,
more than 71 percent were on Lake Michigan.

But don’t overlook the sunrise side, where Saginaw
Bay and Lake Huron have both taken their share of
swimmers’ lives, with rescuers credited with preventing
many more deaths.

The good news for beachgoers is that currents and
high wave activity can be forecasted, and with the right
information, you can help to have a safe and enjoyable
time in natural waters.
MDHHS encourages all residents to remember the fol-

lowing before planning a trip to the beach:
*Everyone is encouraged to learn to swim and how to

be safe in and around the water.
*Watch for dangerous waves and signs of rip currents

(water that is discolored and choppy, foamy, or filled
with debris and moving in a channel away from shore).

*It is never safe to swim near a structure such as a
pier or break wall.

*Never go swimming alone, and designate someone
to watch people who are in the water.
*Follow beach hazard statements and avoid the water

when conditions are not safe for swimming.
While it is important to avoid currents altogether, it is

equally important to know how to survive one.
If you find yourself in a rip current, flip on your back,

float to conserve energy, and follow the safest path out
of the water – which could be along the line of the cur-
rent until it is less strong, or along the shoreline.
Before your next trip, be sure to check out Great Lakes

beach hazards by visiting
http://www.weather.gov/greatlakes/beachhazards.
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For those area residents who aren’t aware, Tuscola
County is operating its own independent animal
shelter again following the retirement of Sanilac
County’s animal control director.
You can learn more about the facility by checking

out its updated page on Facebook under the heading
Tuscola County Animal Control and Adoptable
Pets, according to new Director Leigh Nacy, or by
calling (989) 672-3863.
That updated contact information was shared over

the weekend by Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent, who noted his department has offered some
support by providing an inmate crew to help clean
up at the shelter.

**********

The Red Hawk PTO is bringing the Harlem Wiz-
ards to town on Nov. 28th, 2018. They are an up-
beat, energetic group of basketball players with
stunts and tricks up their sleeves, according to or-
ganizers. 

The local group is looking for sponsors to help
make this fundraising event a huge success. If you
can help, contact Kati Ball by calling 989-551-3839
or emailing: kball@ibcp.com
The basketball group sounds similar to the Harlem

Globetrotters, who played to a full house at Cass
City High School when I was a young lad. When
was that? I think it must have been in the late 1960s
or early 1970s.

**********

The Cass City Band Boosters invites patrons to
join them for a trip to the Detroit Fox Theatre on
Dec. 16, 2018 for the “Mannheim Steamroller
Christmas” by Chip Davis.

Tickets for the show are $105 each and include a
charter bus ride from the high school and dinner. 

For registration information contact Red Hawk
Band Director Laura Curtis at lcurtis@cassci-
tyschools.org. Hurry, deadline to register is Oct.
16th.

**********       

Chances are good that you may know Ray Maurer
or at least have seen him driving his Thumb Office
Supply van throughout the Thumb.

He been calling on the Chronicle so long that we
offered him a job.

The 1974 Bad Axe graduate almost always talks
sports when visiting and has been spotted at several
area golf courses. So naturally, Maurer is the newest
member of the “Fabulous Four’s Fearless Forecast”
panel that can be seen on page 10. Take a peek at
Maurer’s photo and see if it rings a bell.

**********     

Have you seen the basketball courts in the recre-
ational park? On Monday, Yeager Asphalt was hard
at work applying a new top layer that, well, was as
smooth as a baby’s bottom.

Safe, too, and there’s still plenty of time to hone
your skills before basketball starts in Nov. As my
high school Coach Ron Nurnburger told me over 40
years ago: “Basketball teams are made in the winter
and basketball players are made in the summer.”

**********

OK2SAY is starting off the school year with a new
and improved website offering a new streamlined
look and easier viewing for Michigan residents
looking to find out more about OK2SAY or to
schedule a presentation in their community.

The Attorney General offers FREE programming
for K-12th grade students, parents, guardians, and
community leaders. To date, nearly two million
Michigan citizens have attended a presentation to
help prevent suicides, cyberbullying and self-harm.

Students in K-5th grade receive age-appropriate
instruction from the Michigan Cyber Safety Initia-
tive (CSI), a national award-winning program and
feeder program for OK2SAY. Students in 6th-12th
grade receive dynamic OK2SAY student safety pro-
gramming.

Adults can learn about our programs and how to
host them by attending our Community Seminar or
Program Overview. Scheduling is fast and easy on
the OK2SAY website.
So far, presentations are scheduled in 162 schools

in 26 counties for the 2018-2019 school year.  But
it’s not too late, there is room for more presenta-
tions.  If your school is interested in hosting an
OK2SAY/CSI presentation, sign up today on the
OK2SAY website.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
contest to charges of interfering
with electronic communications
and assault or assault and battery
Feb. 16 in Kingston Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,158.
*Robyn S. Crump, 39, Vassar, re-

ceived  a one-year delayed sen-
tence following the defendant’s
pleas of guilty to three counts of
welfare fraud – failure to inform
the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) of her income (involv-
ing the receipt of benefits totaling
more than $500) between Novem-
ber 2013 and July 2016 in Caro.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,194 plus restitu-
tion of $14,991 to the state of
Michigan, as well as attorneys
fees of $500.
*Keyth M. Thompson, 24, Caro,

pleaded no contest to charges of
interfering with electronic com-
munications, malicious destruc-
tion of property totaling $200 to
$1,000, and domestic violence
May 11 in Caro. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Evelyn M. Spencer, 31, Caro,
pleaded guilty to assaulting or ob-
structing a public officer Sept. 20
in Caro. She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued

at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Raymond L. Brigham, 23, Vas-

sar, pleaded guilty to falsely re-
porting a misdemeanor (failure to
report an accident and/or failure to
stop at a property damage acci-
dent to officers of the Cass City
Police Department) Sept. 18 in
Ellington Township.

He was immediately sentenced,
with the court ordering him to pay
costs and fines totaling $375 plus
restitution of $500 to the Michi-
gan State Police.

*Gilbert H. Freeman, 51, Caro,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
falsely reporting a felony (crimi-
nal sexual conduct) between Feb.
20 and Feb. 22 in Indianfields
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$8,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
*Zachary A. Bignell, 22, Snover,

pleaded no contest to assault with
intent to do great bodily harm less
than murder, and domestic vio-
lence Feb. 8 in Cass City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Shelby M. Campbell, 26, Caro,

pleaded no contest to two counts
of falsely reporting a felony (crim-
inal sexual conduct) Oct. 4 in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Robert J. Bunnell, 55, Vassar,
was sentenced to 30 days in the
county jail, with work release and
worksite privileges, following his
plea of no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
March 14 at Vassar Township.
He was also placed on probation

for 60 months and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$1,258.
*Cameron M. Smith, 37, Vassar,

was sentenced to three days in jail
following his plea of no contest to
possession of ammunition by a
felon Nov. 29 in Vassar. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,008.

*Carolyn A. Toth, 54, Bay City,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following her plea of no
contest to home invasion, second
degree, June 26, 2016, in Gilford
Township.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,008 plus restitu-
tion of $16,926.14.

*Randy J. Aldridge, 43, Silver-
wood, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following his plea
of no contest to domestic vio-
lence, third offense, Feb. 25 and
Dayton Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony convic-
tions).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,258 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.
*Kenneth D. Schultz, 56, Vassar,

was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 60 months probation follow-
ing his plea of no contest to as-
sault with a dangerous weapon
Oct. 16, 2016, in Vassar. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,008 plus restitution of
$250 and attorneys fees of $500.

*Damian G. Izydorek, 39, Caro,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his pleas of no
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����		�� Sanilac drug team seizes 700
pot plants, arrests one suspect

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Sanilac County man is in hot
water for illegally growing mari-
juana and attempting to flee law
enforcement officers serving a
search warrant on his property
earlier this month.

The incident unfolded as mem-
bers of the Sanilac Drug Task
Force were following up on sev-
eral tips and complaints related to
marijuana being grown in the
2000 block of West Frenchline
Road in Sanilac County’s Elmer
Township.

“It was not known initially if it
was a legal medical growing site
or not. Investigators, upon check-
ing, could clearly observe from
the roadway violations of current
medical marijuana laws for nu-

merous plants growing in an open
field plot,” said Jim Johnson, di-
rector of the Sanilac County Drug
Task Force.
The drug team arrived at the sus-

pect’s residence just before noon
Aug. 9 with a search warrant,
Johnson noted.

“The 61-year-old male home-
owner saw law enforcement and
fled from his home out onto his
pond, using a canoe to avoid con-
tact.  After a period of time and
discussion, he came back to the
shoreline and talked with offi-
cers,” he said.

“The property owner indicated
that he had initiated the marijuana
grows on his property and had
five separate grow locations.  He
did not have and never applied for
any medical marijuana grow or
caregiver card to possess any mar-

ijuana,” Johnson said. “Investiga-
tors located more than 700 plants
at the five discovered plots.  This
amount would have far exceeded
any amount for a grower even if
properly licensed to do so.”

Drug team officers arrested the
suspect, Hendrick Westers, who
was later arraigned on felony
charges stemming from the mari-
juana plants seized on his prop-
erty, his attempt to flee from law
enforcement, and several out-
standing misdemeanor warrants
and traffic warrants from outside
of Sanilac County.

Johnson said the drug team was
assisted at the scene by the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department,
Sanilac County Animal Control
and the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR).

�����
����	����
�������
	�����	���

��
����	����	��
�������������
����
��	���

�
�����������������������	



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2018

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I’m sorry, honey,
what did you say?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Shirley Wells and Ronald
Geiger were married Aug. 28,
1948 in Pigeon. They have made
their home in Cass City ever
since. Their attendants were
Kenny Geiger (Ron’s brother)
and Dorothy Jackson (Shirley’s
sister). They have 4 children;
Sandy (Marty) Hyzer of Ca-
seville, Sally (Marc) Anderson of
Lowell, Shari (Ken) Schott of Es-
sexville and Scott Geiger of In-
gleside, Ill. They have 8
grandchildren and 6 great-grand-
children. Ron was a Ford sales-
man most of his career, retiring
from the Geiger Hunt Ford deal-
ership. Shirley prepared income
taxes for many years, retiring a
few years ago. 

The Knights of Columbus
Council 8892 in Cass City re-
cently awarded scholarships to
Red Hawk 2013 graduates Justin
Kerkau and Karley Peters. Mak-
ing the presentation is Chris
Pawlowski, scholarship program
chairman.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Cass City’s Jim Baker congrat-
ulates his son, Austin, on his ad-
vancement in the Boy Scouts
during a recent court of honor.
Baker was recently honored by
the Lake Huron Area Council,
Boy Scouts of America, with the
coveted Silver Beaver Award for
his years of leadership and dedi-
cation to scouting.

Marine Corps Reserve Lance
Cpl. Jonathon L. Schwalm, son
of Mary J. Schwalm of Dans-
ville, and Robert  Schwalm of
Ubly, and fellow Marines from
24th Marine Regiment, 4th Ma-
rine Division, recently returned
from a deployment to Latin
America where they participated
in Partnership for Americas
(POA) 2008. More than 500
Marines from units throughout
the United States deployed with
Special Marine Air Ground Task
Force (SPMAGTF) 24 for the
month long deployment which
included training operations in
the Dominican Republic, subject
matter expert exchanges in
Uruguay, jungle training, and a
community relations event in
Brazil and Colombia. The
biggest humanitarian mission for
the SPMAGTF was in San
Clemente, Peru, which just last
year suffered an earthquake
measuring 8.0 on the Richter
Scale.

Army National Guard Pvt. Ar-
lene C. Bozeman has graduated
from basic combat training at
Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.
During the 9 weeks of training,
the soldier studied the Army mis-
sion, history, tradition and core
values, underwent physical fit-
ness training and received in-
struction and practice in basic
combat skills, military weapons,
chemical warfare and bayonet
training, drill and ceremony,
marching, rifle marksmanship,
map reading, field tactics, mili-
tary courtesy, the military justice
system, basic first aid, foot
marches and field training exer-
cises. Bozeman is the daughter of
Alicia Hoppe of Cass City. She is
a 1999 graduate of Cass City
High School.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bliss of

Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Alicia, to
Gary Miller Jr., the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Gary Miller Sr. of Caro.
Alicia is a 1992 graduate of Sag-
inaw Valley State University and
is employed at the Tuscola
County Central Dispatch and 911
Center. Gary is a 1988 graduate
of Kirkland Community College
and employed as a deputy with
the Tuscola County Sheriff’s De-
partment. An October wedding is
planned.
The winning team at the annual

Chamber Funday golf tourna-
ment, held Saturday at Rolling
Hills Golf Course, are: Ernie
Bellew, Fran Bellew, Jan Kritz-
man and Bill Kritzman.

The Red Hawk marching band
was hard at it during a full week
of band camp last week under the

The more things change, the more they stay the same, especially when
it comes to being married for more than 36 years.
I’m guessing it’s age, but both my wife, Deb, and I have a little trouble

hearing each other clearly from time to time. Okay, most of the time.
In fact, we probably spend more time saying “Huh?” and “What?” these
days than we do saying “I love you.” And in the home we moved to out
in the ‘burbs of Deford nearly four years ago, we can easily put more
distance between us, making the challenge even greater.
We can be one room apart and I’ll ask her, “Hey, where are the garbage

bags?”
Her: “Garage rags?  Maybe they’re in the garage.  Duh!”
Me: “No, those little black plastic receptacles in which we place trash,

dork.”
Her: “Plastic spectacles?  What?  We don’t have a box labeled trash

and forks.”
She’ll probably tell you my hearing is worse than her’s. I’ll tell you

it’s beyond me why she waits until she’s at the other end of the house
to ask me if I sprendiches der frompin gurlish?
Maybe it’s the echo?
It can get pretty frustrating, which is why I sometimes can’t resist

tracking her down so I can repeat myself for the eighth time by demon-
strating my own version of faux sign language. Then I exit. Quickly.

Actually, our communication gap is the source of plenty of laughter.
I guess we don’t take everything as seriously as we did when we moved
into our previous house just outside Cass City. At the time we had been
husband and wife for just five years.
Back then, when Deb asked my opinion about a color or placement of

a piece of furniture, I thought she might really go with my suggestions.
I was such an amateur.

Granted, I probably don’t have great (or any) taste when it comes to
window dressings or towel colors, but I don’t understand why she still
asks me for an opinion she’ll probably dismiss before I even get it all
out of my mouth.
Anytime Deb picks out some replacement towels or whatever, she usu-

ally wants my opinion about this color or that pattern.  I can only guess
she asks because she wants confirmation that I’m still the guy she mar-
ried.
And I quickly prove it by asking things like, “Don’t they have that in

chartreuse?”  Or, “Why don’t you keep looking for curtain rods and I’ll
see if they have a disco ball for the den ceiling.”
Hey, if she’s not going to see how right I am (and why should she start

now after all these years?), I might as well have some fun, right?
At least the pole barn is my domain, where I say what goes where.
She even tests the limit there, though, by mentioning she needs to store

this and that and the other thing out there.  No problem. I’m sure we’ll
go out there, I’ll ask her where she wants everything located, I’ll listen
intently, and then I’ll put her stuff where I want to put it.
What’s more, I’ll tell her that’s just the way it’s going to be. Well, once

I’m sure she’s back in the house. 
A seasoned husband knows how -- and when -- to pick his battles.

ating class of Kearney State Col-
lege, Kearney, Nebraska. He re-
ceived a B.A. in Education.
David and his wife Delores and
children, Danny, David and
Dawn, live in Central City, Ne-
braska. This past week David re-
turned to his Junior High
teaching position in the Fullerton
Public Schools.

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kelly of
Gagetown announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Nancy
Jean, to Frederick Charles Smith,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Smith of
Cass City. Wedding plans are
being made for October 20.

In the State 4-H horse show
held Thursday at East Lansing,
two area entries were among the
winners in the various divisions.
Grant Gettel, 17, Kingston, was
awarded champion fitting and
showmanship for quarter horses
and Robert Eubank, Cass City,
won a similar award in the stock
horse division for exhibitors 12
to 14 years old.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Carl Wright of Cass City was
made happy by the receipt of a
letter from Major J. H. Whitaker,
regarding Carl’s brother, Gay-
lord, who is in the Aleutians. The
major writes under date of July
28 “During a recent engagement
with the Japanese, your brother,
Gaylord, earned the admiration
and respect of the men. Repeat-
edly he went out under fire to
care for the wounded without
concern for his own safety. No
doubt this prompt, efficient med-
ical aid saved many a soldier’s
life. You can be proud of Gaylord
and I sincerely hope to send him
home soon.”

Leonard James McDonald of
Gagetown received his Wings of
old on August 17 at “The An-
napolis of the Air,” Pensacola,
Fla., Naval Air Base. Leonard en-
listed on July 6, 1942, and spent
three months in C.P.T. in Detroit
and then went to Iowa City,
Iowa, for three months of ‘tough-
ening” training. He was sent to
Bunker Hill, Indiana, for three
months primary, then left for
Pensacola, Florida, on April 30
where he finished his flying on
Aug. 12. On Aug. 17, he received
commission as lieutenant in the
Marine Corps fliers. Lt. McDon-
ald did not receive a furlough at
this time, but has moved on to an
operational base. Lt. McDonald’s
mother, Mrs. Richard McDonald,
of Gagetown, attended his grad-
uation at Pensacola, Florida.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)
A quiet wedding was solem-

nized at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Frost of Novesta
township on Aug. 14, when their
only daughter, Blanche Eva, was
united in the holy bonds of mat-
rimony with Elmer C. F. Chap-
man, only son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Chapman of Evergreen
township. Rev. J. Willerton per-
formed the ceremony at high
noon after which a bounteous
wedding dinner was served. They
were attended by miss Edith
Chapman, sister of the groom,
and James E. Alchin of Bay City,
cousin of the bride. Mr. Chapman
is now serving in the U.S.N.A.
and is stationed at Camp
MacArthur, Waco, Texas. Both
young people are highly re-
spected and their many friends
and relatives wish them a long
and happy life.   Lt. D. D. Dun-
canson, who claims Cass City as
his boyhood home, is stationed at
Camp Gordon, Ca., and is the
athletic officer of the Fourth Re-
placement Regiment. Under his
guidance the athletic activities in
his regiment have been moving
along with smoothness and dis-
patch. “The Trench Arm Camp”
gives accounts of base ball
games and Dan’s “Indians” are
showing lots of pep and taking
more than their share of the vic-
tories. Lt. Duncanson was a
member of the University of
Michigan football team for three
years, the baseball team for two
years and the track team the four
years he was in Michigan. He
won his letter in all three sports
at the University.

direction of Mindy Nash and
Drum Major Jennifer Vandecar.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Builder Tom Herron announced
this week that he will test the
possibility of building condo-
miniums west of Hospital Drive
near Northwood Estates in north-
west Cass City. The new units
will be for senior citizens and it
is a plan that Herron has had in
mind for several years.
Randy L. Kozan of West Street,

Cass City, has been named to the
dean’s list for the winter semester
at Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo. To be eligible, a stu-
dent must have compiled at least
a 3.5 grade point average for at
least 14 credit hours of graded
class work.
The Grand Trunk Western Rail-

road Co. filed a petition with the
Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion Friday to abandon its rail
line that runs through Kingston,
Cass City, Gagetown and Owen-
dale. 

Two stoplights were installed
last Wednesday at the corner of
Seeger and Rose Streets. The 2
new lights and timer cost the vil-
lage a total of $4,200.

Aimee Brown, 17, daughter of
Greg and Mary Brown of Cass
City, returned home July 12 after
spending a year in Sweden as an
exchange student.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Dorothea Quick, third grade
teacher at Campbell Elementary
School, was getting ready Mon-
day for the start of classes Aug.
30. Her classroom is in the new
addition at the school. Last year,
she was teaching in what had
been the library.
Mrs. Paul Craig and Mrs. Arthur

Little accompanied their nephew
and his wife, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert McNeil of Colwood, to
Fenton Saturday to attend a party
to celebrate the 40th wedding an-
niversary of Rev. and Mrs.
Robert Milner of Taylor. The
party was held at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Chenoweth and
sons. Rev. Milner is a brother of
Mrs. Craig and Mrs. Little.
Robert Milner and Miss Geral-
dine Bell were married Aug. 21,
1938, at the bride’s parental
home. They have two daughters,
Mrs. Chenoweth and Mrs. Frank
(Mary Jane) Waters of Grand
Rapids, and seven grandchildren.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lounsbury
and son Jacob, Mr. and Mrs.
Leslie Lounsbury and their
guests, Lt. Col. and Mrs. Ronald
Bila and children, were Sunday
guests of Mr. and Mrs. James
Schad of Clio at the Schad cot-
tage at Lake City. Other family
members present were Mrs.
Rosemary Boglarsky and son
Ossie of Mackinaw City and Mr.
and Mrs. James Schad, Jr. and
son Peter of Flint.

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hanby re-
turned home Aug. 16 from Union
Grove, Wis., where they had
spent a week with their daughter,
Miss Mary Hanby. She came
back with them to visit her
grandmother, Mrs. Edith Ward,
and leaves Friday to return to
Union Grove.

Mr. and Mrs. Theron Esckilsen
announce the birth of their first
grandchild, a five-pound, nine-
ounce girl, Elizabeth Haley
Egerer, born Aug. 11 to Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Egerer (Karen Esck-
ilsen) of Midland. Other grand-
parents are Mr. and Mrs. James
Egerer Sr. of Saginaw. Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Esckilsen are the
great-grandparents. Mr. and Mrs.
Theron Esckilsen visited them at
Midland, Sunday.

Christina and Steven Tuckey,
children of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Tuckey, and Carolyn and Paul,
children of Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Tuckey, spent last week with
their aunt Eunice and family, Mr.
and Mrs. Don Kaufman and sons
at Edwardsburg.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  
David W. O’Dell, son of Mr.

and Mrs. William C. O’Dell, at
the end of an eight-week summer
school session, was in the gradu-
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though some seem to think that problem doesn’t exist in the Thumb.
“The Michigan House of Hope is a path to recovery for those who are

looking for it.”
Kramer and his wife, Judy, will live on site and manage the program.

The first step is getting housing units built, according to Kramer, who
noted the plan is to hire three to four others once the center is fully op-
erational.

There is a five-year strategic plan for the Michigan House of Hope,
which will start out working with eight men and eight women, and then
eventually ramp up to a complex and program that can accommodate
up to 16 men and 16 women.

“I’m just a guy who loves Jesus. My wife and I helped the homeless
in Phoenix, Ariz. That is how we got started,” he said. “We prayed about
ways to get more involved helping others, and doing this was devel-
oped.”

Kramer, whose background is in construction management, is in the
process of getting his bachelor’s degree in Christian addiction counsel-
ing, with plans to earn a master’s degree.

The Michigan House of Hope is overseen by a nine-member board.
They are working on creating a promotional website and video to ex-
plain who they are, and they will be asking communities to help with
funding.

Residents who are unable to attend the upcoming township meeting
can submit comments by mailing them to: Greenleaf Township Clerk,
P.O. Box 135, Cass City, MI 48726.

Continued from page one.

Greenleaf Township asked
to approve treatment center

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) recently presented safety
awards to a pair of law enforcement officers, including one in Sanilac
County, for their part in protecting boaters.

The DNR recognized Sanilac County Conservation Officer Mark
Siemen as the Michigan Boating Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
for 2017, while Kent County Deputy Ted Albrecht was selected as the
Boating Educator of the Year.

With 20 years of law enforcement experience in Sanilac County,
Siemen has invested much effort into the 627 square miles of Lake
Huron and connecting waters that he patrols to ensure the safety and
enjoyment of boaters and other watersport enthusiasts.

“Siemen is leader within our DNR district who is consistent in all areas
of law enforcement,” said DNR Lt. Jeremy Payne. “He is embedded
within the community and has created long-lasting relationships. We
are very proud (of him).”

After issuing a citation to a kayaker for not wearing a lifejacket,
Siemen continued marine patrol when he lost sight of the kayaker, who
had tipped over when the kayak started taking on water. Siemen was
able to locate the distressed kayaker and safely return him to shore. The
kayaker expressed his gratitude to Siemen, along with a new under-
standing of why he needs to wear a lifejacket.
On another occasion, Siemen assisted an elderly woman and her grand-

son when the two became stranded on Lake Huron while using a trolling
motor that was not appropriate for their paddle boat. Siemen requested
assistance from Lexington Fire and Rescue and was able to get both in-
dividuals safely back to shore.

The DNR selects candidates for these awards among those who
demonstrate an outstanding contribution to boating safety through ed-
ucation and enforcement. Both awards are recognized by the National
Association of State Boating Law Administrators.

DNR officials name Thumb

CO Siemen “officer of year” 

George Mester 

George Ray Mester, 56, of Deford, died following a lengthy illness
August 13, 2018 in his home.  

He was born May 5, 1962 in Cass City to Doris (Ray) Mester.  
George attended Cass City High School and went

to work as a roofer for Thomas Roofing.  He
was fond of throwing dice and playing

cards, especially gin rummy.  George
dearly loved his kids and grandkids
and spending time with them.  He en-
joyed throwing ball and had many
words of wisdom and knowledge.
George will be missed and never
forgotten by many.
George is survived by his daughter,

Jessica Mester of Cass City; his son,
Jason (Amanda) Mester of Cass City;

seven grandchildren; his brother, Jim
Mester; and many nieces, nephews,

great-nieces and great-nephews.  
He was preceded in death by his son,

Thomas “Tommy” Mester; his mother, Doris
Mester; sister, Eileen Mester; and brothers: Richard Mester, William
Mester and Charles Mester.  
A private memorial service will be held at a future date and time.  Me-

morials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com. 

Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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News briefs

School picture day scheduled
CASS CITY — Picture day for Cass City Junior-Senior High School
students will be the first day of school, Tuesday, August 28.
This is for grades 7-12 only. Picture re-take day is Nov. 6.
Lifetouch is encouraging parents to order photos online at mylife-

touch.com. In doing that, there is a free eight-by-eight photo book
coupon from Shutterfly. The coupon will be emailed once an order is
placed. If ordering online is not an option, photo forms are available at
the high school office during normal business hours.
Forms will be placed outside the guidance office or they can be picked

up during a district-wide open house planned for today (Wednesday)
from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

More council changes in Ubly

UBLY — Once again there have been changes on the Ubly Village
Council.
During a recent meeting, President Susan Schrader and Treasurer Kelly

Pearce resigned. Jennifer Roestel was appointed to the council, while
Denise Gornowicz was appointed as treasurer until the November elec-
tions, and, Jason Nicol was named the new village president.

Schrader was appointed president in May when Lola Brown stepped
down from that position to resume being a trustee.

There have been several other resignations and appointments in the
community’s local government since the first of the year.

Adopt a pet at TSC this month

CARO — TSC on M-81 in Caro will host an adoption event from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 25.
Proceeds from the adoption will go towards Cass River PetFriendZ to

help with the local organization’s spay-neuter program.

New medical director appointed

THUMB AREA — Dr. Mustafa Mark Hamed, M.D., M.P.H., was re-
cently appointed as the medical director for the Associated County
Health Departments in the Thumb.

Street work request forwarded
CASS CITY — The Tuscola County Road Commission has forward a
request from the village of Cass City to move the North Seeger Street
project to the year 2021 on to the Local Rural Task Force Committee.

Road closure set for celebration

GAGETOWN — The Tuscola County Road Commission recently ap-
proved closing Richie Road, between Bay City-Forestville Road and
Huron Line Road, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 8 and 9.

The closure is for the annual Fall Family Days festival at the Thumb
Octagon Barn and Agricultural Museum located just east of Gagetown.

The road commission will provide standard traffic control signs for
the closure.

Pumpkin Fest coming in October

CARO —Tuscola County Board of Commissioners has approved an
annual resolution allowing use of use of the courthouse lawn from
Wednesday through Sunday, Oct. 3-7, for the Tuscola County Pumpkin
Festival.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Kingston Days fest set this weekend

Those on hand for the Kingston Days festival activities this weekend
will have an opportunity to watch a mystery unveiled at the park.

Officials plan to open a time capsule in conjunction with a planned
community picnic slated to start at 6 p.m. Friday. The time capsule was
discovered inside the 1930 cornerstone of the old Kingston Elementary
School building during demolition work earlier this summer.

In the early 1930s, more than 15 million Americans — roughly one-
quarter of all wage-earning workers — were unemployed, and yet the
Kingston community supported construction of the then-new school
building.

At the time, people were still reeling from the Oct. 29, 1929, stock
market crash, which was followed by the Great Depression. And, be-
tween 1930 and 1933, more than 9,000 banks closed, including some
in the Thumb.
It was an era marked by a philosophy of “Use it up, wear it out, make

it do or do without.”
A frugal life style was necessary. With the Thumb being a farming

area, families had it a little easier than those in the city, because they
knew how to grow gardens and preserve produce, and they were able
to raise chickens, sheep and cows.

The main pastime back then was listening to the radio broadcasts of
big band music, comedies and news. Getting together to play cards and
board games was typical of the entertainment fare during the era.
Monopoly and Scrabble came about in the 1930s. It was the decade in

which Mickey Mouse first appeared in a comic strip, and the “Lone
Ranger” aired on the radio for the first time. And, the “Betty Boop”
character made her debut. The character was originally designed by
Grim Natwick, who would go on to become a lead animator in the pro-
duction of other successful characters such as Mickey Mouse, Felix the
Cat, and Popeye.
Notable citizens born in 1930 included Neil Armstrong (Aug. 5), Sean

Connery (Aug. 25), Warren Buffett (Aug. 30), Steve McQueen (March
24), Buzz Aldrin (Jan. 20), the Big Bopper (Oct. 24), Ray Charles (Sept.
23), Clint Eastwood (May 31) and Gene Hackman (Jan. 30).

School officials poised to
open time capsule Friday

ing at 6 p.m. Those planning to at-
tend are asked to bring a dish to
pass.
The meal will be followed by the

long-awaited opening of the
1930s time capsule that was found
in the cornerstone of the old ele-
mentary building during demoli-
tion last month (see related story).
Officials expected to unveil the
contents at about 6:30 p.m.

Also Friday, at dusk, there will
be a showing of the movie, “I Can
Only Imagine.” Drinks and pop-
corn will be available for pur-
chase.

Continued from page one. There is a full slate of events Sat-
urday. The day starts with a pan-
cake breakfast at 8 a.m., hosted by
the Kingston AM Vets Post 1072,
and there will be a horse shoe
tournament at 11 a.m. (call 586-
260-8082 for more information).

Also planned are inflatables in
the park along with other activi-
ties, including mud volleyball.
Call (989) 551-1920 for more in-
formation. There will be a pizza
eating contest at 1 p.m. at Bea-
gio’s, and an ice cream social at
the Kingston United Methodist
Church.

Bingo will get underway at the
park at 3 p.m., and there will be a
street dance on River Street or, in
case of rain, at the pavilion. There
will be a fireworks display at

dusk.
On Sunday, a church service will

begin at 9:30 a.m. at the park.
Remembering and honoring

loved ones will be part of the
Kingston Days Celebration. There
will be a memorial walk down
Main Street starting at 12:30 p.m.,
with a balloon release and a prayer
in front of Beagio’s. For a $3 do-
nation, participants can decorate a
memory bag and get a balloon to
release. Proceeds will go to bene-
fit the village park.

Kingston Days T-shirts are on
sale now for $15. The shirts are
available at the Kingston Corner
Store, the village hall, Tri-County
Bank and Kimberly’s Styles. The
proceeds will be used to help sup-
port the festival.Annual Gospel

convention set

this weekend

for adults and $5 for children ages
five to 11 (kids under four eat
free).
An outdoor barbecue dinner will

be available throughout the day
Saturday. A buffet lunch also will
be available from 1:45 to 3:30
p.m. Saturday afternoon – the cost
is $8 for everyone.  Concessions
will also be available all weekend,
and an ice cream social is planned
for Thursday through Saturday
nights following the concerts.

Based on the overwhelming suc-
cess of the first 20 Gospel con-
ventions, camp officials are
preparing for an estimated 3,000
people to be on hand for this
weekend’s event. Those planning
to sit outside should bring
portable lawn chairs.

Bible study, a craft time and a
movie are being planned. A Bib-
lically-based miniature golf
course will be available, and the
pool will be open on Friday and
Saturday.

For more information, call Bay
Shore Camp and Family Min-
istries Office at (989) 883-2501 or
log on to the website www.thum-
bgospelmusic.org.

Continued from page one.
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THE EVENTS honoring surviving Vietnam veter-

ans, held Saturday in Cass City, also honored the

veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice for their

country. Among the symbols remembering that

sacrifice was a “White Table” – also called “The

Missing Man Table” or “The fallen Comrade

Table” — which honors prisoners of war (POWs)

and those listed as missing in action (MIAs).
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Community honors local Vietnam veterans Saturday

STATE REP. Dr. Edward “Ned” Canfield (far left), presents a special pin to a

veteran, noting the recipient is a Vietnam veteran, while his wife, Dr. Cheryl

Canfield, greets veterans. Canfield, who was the keynote speaker, is a Vietnam

veteran who served five years in the U.S. Navy.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Local Vietnam War veterans re-
ceived some long overdue recog-
nition Saturday in Cass City
during the dedication of a memo-
rial and the presentation of pins to
them in honor of their service.

Tuscola County Veteran Affairs
Director Mark Zmierski and
members of VFW Post #3644,
Cass City, coordinated the 50th
anniversary celebration honoring
those who served this nation in
Vietnam.

An estimated 200 people at-
tended the dedication of the mon-

ument at the VFW hall.
“It was America’s longest run-

ning war,” said Zmierski, noting it
spanned the years from 1955 to
1975.

“During that time, 7.2 million
veterans served,” said State Rep.
Dr. Edward “Ned” Canfield (R-
Sebewaing), who was a guest
speaker. “There were 58,272
killed — one out of every 10 were
injured or killed. The average age
was 21.”
Canfield, a Vietnam veteran who

served five years in the U.S. Navy,
is vice chair of the Military and
Veterans Affairs appropriations
subcommittee. He also serves on

appropriations subcommittees for
Medicaid, the Department of
Transportation and the Depart-
ment of Education.
“Michigan has 600,000 veterans,

and of that number, 200,000 are
Vietnam veterans,” he said. “It
was a national shame and disgrace
the way (Vietnam) veterans were
treated when they came home.”

Canfield went on to quote from
former president Obama’s 2012
speech commemorating the Viet-

nam War: 
“One of the most painful chap-

ters in our history was Vietnam —
most particularly, how we treated
our troops who served there. You
were often blamed for a war you
didn’t start, when you should have
been commended for serving your
country with valor.
“You were sometimes blamed for

misdeeds of a few, when the hon-
orable service of the many should
have been praised.  You came

home and sometimes were deni-
grated, when you should have
been celebrated. It was a national
shame, a disgrace that should have
never happened.”

Both Zmierski and Canfield
agreed the debt to those who
served can never be repaid, but
they expressed hope that Satur-
day’s dedication and appreciation
ceremonies would in some way
help Vietnam veterans heal.

White Table honors veterans

who made ultimate sacrifice

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

At various veterans events, a special table is set up to honor prisoners
of war (POWs) or those listed as missing in action (MIAs), but most
do not realize the true meaning of the table and the objects on it.

The so-called “White Table” is also known as “The Missing Man
Table” or “The Fallen Comrade Table.” It is a semi-official place of
honor recognizing the sacrifice of POWs and MIAs from the various
wars.

No one is able to trace the history of the white table to its beginning.
It is believed to have originated from the “River Rats” during the Viet-
nam War, which is a term for those in the Navy who patrolled the 3,000
nautical miles of rivers, and canals of the Mekong Delta south of
Saigon.
Once the war was over, it is believed the tradition continued stateside

as a commemorative to the fallen comrades as well as the men who
were still missing in action. It wasn’t long before the tradition became
a part of each military branch, according to information from the Armed
Forces History Museum.
The White Table is set for one. The tablecloth is white. There is a rib-

bon, a slice of lemon, salt, a Bible, a candle, an inverted glass, a red
rose, a plate and an empty chair. Each item has a specific meaning:

*The table is round to show everlasting concern for the POWs and
MIAs.

*The tablecloth is white to show the purity of motives of those who
answered the call to serve their county.
*The single red rose is a reminder of their lives, their loved ones, and

friends who keep the faith as they wait for answers.
*The round plate is a reminder of the circle of freedom we enjoy in

the United States of America.
*The red ribbon symbolizes the determination to account for them.
*The slice of lemon is a reminder of the bitter fate of those captured

and missing in a foreign land.
*The salt symbolizes tears of the missing and of their families.
*The candle reflects the hope for their return – alive or dead.
*The Bible represents the strength gained through faith and is the oath

every soldier takes to the allegiance to the United States.
*The glass is inverted to symbolize the inability to share a toast, and
*The chair is empty because they are missing.
There is one Tuscola County man, Michael Frederick May of Vassar,

who is an MIA from the Vietnam War.
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Fixed Wireless Internet is a high-speed Internet access service providing download speeds of at least 10 Mbps and 1 Mbps upload.  
Available in select rural areas in the U.S. only. For more information, go to att.com/speed101.
†Lifeline is a government assistance program, the service is nontransferable, only eligible consumers may enroll in the program, and the program is limited to one discount per household 
consisting of either wireline or wireless service.
Bonus Data: Eligible residential customers who sign up for Fixed Wireless Internet service on or before 10/1/18 will receive an additional 170GB Internet data allowance per month. Standard 
data overage charges will apply once all plan/bonus data is used. 

 Pricing for residential customers only when combined with another qualifying AT&T service (residential DIRECTV or postpaid AT&T wireless plan with 

Overage charges: Plan includes 170GB data allowance 
Early 

Termination Fee (ETF):
General Services Terms: Subject to Fixed 

Other Monthly Charges: May 

not government required charges. See att.com/additionalcharges for details on fees & restrictions. 
any time without notice.

$50/MO.*

Plus taxes. 12-month agmt &  
other qualifying AT&T service req’d.  

Incl 170GB/mo. data allowance.  
$10 charge for ea. add’l 50GB  

(up to $200/mo.).

NEW OFFER!
 INTERNET SERVICE FOR

Individuals eligible to participate in the government’s Lifeline† program may qualify to  
receive a discount on the monthly price of Fixed Wireless Internet service from AT&T.

for 12 mos.

AT&T Fixed Wireless Internet
  

plus, for a limited  
time, enjoy double the data!

 Call 866.694.1361 
or visit  
to check availability!
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Gary Bader 
989-553-0236

Still needs a new family!         Stately home in 
Cass City 4 bedroom, 2 bath, large family room 

with gas fireplace, central air.  
Immediate possession $124,900
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Michigan Sugar Company is accepting 

applications NOW 
at our Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell 

Factories and at various piling grounds 
 

 
Call 1-877-417-8427  

to learn where to apply in your area 
or 

Apply online at:   
     www.michigansugar.com/careers 

 
Michigan Sugar Company is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer. 
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ARE YOU ready for some football? The Kingston Community School

District is. Football practice started Aug. 7, and the first varsity home

game is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 7, at 7 p.m. against International

Academy of Flint. The finishing touches are being put on the home-side

bleachers. Cross country is also underway, and junior high athletes

started practicing Monday.

Facelift at Kingston
Schools shaping up,
few projects delayed

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

With only a matter of days before the start of the 2018-19 school year,
a flurry of activity is going on at Kingston Schools to wrap up renova-
tions.

“About two-thirds of the parking lot work was asphalted, so that will
make a big mess go away in a hurry. The sidewalks around the high
school are done. The new library flooring at the high school and ele-
mentary media center is done. The gym floor at the elementary school
is done. It was sanded down and refinished. It looks beautiful,” said
school Supt. Matt Drake. 

“New roofs have been put on the elementary and high school. New
stadium lights are up on the football field and operating, (and) the
bleachers on both the home and visitors’ side are ADA (Americans with
Disabilities Act) compliant with wheelchair accessibility.”
Football practice started Aug. 7, with the first varsity home game slated

for Friday, Sept. 7, against International Academy of Flint.
School officials have completed or are in the process of completing a

host of other projects, all funded by a $4.8 million bond extension voters
approved last year.
The district’s 50-year-old, 1,000 gallon water heater, for example,  was

replaced with three 100-gallon heaters. They will operate in a tiered
system rather than all at once. Making that change is expected to add
up to a 66-percent energy savings.

Another major upgrade was security. Internet Protocol (IP) security
cameras have been installed at elementary and high school.

“We had cameras that were self-contained ones on an analog system.
The new cameras are high definition and over the Internet. I can pull
up images on my cellphone on any of the 16 cameras in the high school
to watch in real time what is going on at any point in time,” Drake ex-
plained. “With them, we could also share that IP address with law en-
forcement emergency service providers. They could also pull up any
camera in the building as well to see what is going on if there is a situ-
ation.”
Those allowed access to the cameras can also do so on a laptop com-

puter or Chrome Book.
“I know other schools have security cameras, but I’m not sure if we

are the only ones that have the capability of connecting with law en-
forcement and first responders,” he said. “I know some others school
systems where they can watch security cameras on cellphones and
iPads, but I’m not sure if they can share that with law enforcement.”
Although much has been accomplished, there are some scheduled cap-

ital improvement projects that have been delayed because contractors
ran into unexpected issues.

“The area where the old section of the 1930 (elementary) school that
was razed this summer has a shared foundation with the newer section
of the school that remains. When the contractor got down to the dirt
below to where the addition was put on, that was found. The dirt has to
be pulled back and a new foundation built beside what is left so they
can put the brick on,” explained Drake.

“We are not positive if that will be able to be done by the first day of
school. That is our goal, but it is kind of hanging out there, too, along
with getting a new brick face on the part of the building we tore down.”
The first day of classes for students will be Tuesday, Aug. 28.
“There was another hiccup that we ran into. It seems like everyone in

the world must be replacing their hardwood floors in their gyms. So,
the company who was hired to put the new floors in the high school
gym cannot get the three-quarter inch tongue-and-groove maple floor-
ing right now,” said Drake. “It is supposed to be delivered Aug. 27, but
that is backed up.
“The sub-floor is down and the gym has been painted, so we are ready

to roll when the flooring comes in.”
Because the gym floor won’t be ready for the start of the volleyball

season, the game schedules had to be changed.
“Our athletic director is working with our opponents to have all away

games the first part of the year, contrary to what the schedule is showing
right now,” Drake noted.

School officials hope the gym will be completed by Oct. 4 with new
bleachers as well as acoustical panels.

“This is no reflection on the construction crews or architects. They
have all been amazing to work with,” Drake said.

Even though a lot has been accomplished over the last few months,
more upgrades will be done next year.
Among the projects is renovation of the science lab at the high school.

The bathrooms at the elementary and high school are scheduled for a
facelift to make them ADA compliant, and the rest of the parking lots
will be asphalted.
In addition, the old bus garage north of the elementary school will be

renovated with steel siding along with new windows and doors to seal
it up for storage use, and a new digital sign will be installed in front of
the high school.

fied that a complaint exists, Za-
leski noted, “(But) this is not a
discipline issue. They can’t re-
quest a closed session just for a
lay-off,” Zaleski said. “There is a
difference between a lay-off and
termination.”

Ray Davis, an attorney with the
Thrun Law Firm, which repre-
sents the Cass City Schools,
agreed with that assessment
Thursday when Burleson again
asked for a closed session to dis-
cuss McCollum’s case.
Burleson went on to note McCol-

Continued from page one. lum was rated as an “effective”
educator last year, and he ques-
tioned the motivation behind a re-
duced rating this year, alleging
that the district may have manip-
ulated data in order to justify lay-
ing off a teacher based on an
anticipated reduction in enroll-
ment in the coming year.

Burleson also contends McCol-
lum presented his signed, written
evaluation paperwork to school
officials, as required, but that ad-
ministrators seemed to have disre-
garded the information.

In fact, according to elementary
school Principal Aaron Fernald,
the proper procedure was not fol-

lowed. Fernald said McCollum
contacted him to say he could find
the paperwork in his (McCol-
lum’s) office, instead of schedul-
ing a face-to-face meeting with
administration to discuss his eval-
uation.

Following about 25 minutes of
discussion, the board approved a
motion laying off McCollum
based on the recommendation
Hartel made last month.
Hartel indicated the decision was

neither arbitrary nor mean-spir-
ited. “It’s nothing vindictive,” he
commented. “Our (student) num-
bers are down.”

Local teacher laid off following hearing

4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121

www.hdghmi.org

Ear, Nose, 
Throat 
Specialist

Starting 
August 14th! 
Seeing patients
at Hills & Dales
ENT Clinic

Call to schedule 
an appt today 
989-912-6112

Also performing 
surgery at 
Hills & Dales  
General Hospital

Dr. Brian Perry
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Great deals 
for great 
students!
Contact your local 
independent agent  
to �nd out if you  
are eligible for  
Auto-Owners good 
student discount.

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com
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