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HILLS AND DALES General Hospital hosted an active shooter drill last week.

The scenario involved the husband of a patient (portrayed by Deputy Ryan

Robinson in top photo), who is angry over medical bills. An argument escalates

until he loses control, shooting two staff members in the room before he heads

out into the hallway in a violent rampage, seeking other victims. In photo at left

(in front), Cass City Police officer Ken Miller (from left) and Tuscola County

Sheriff deputies Spencer Coleman (center) and Brandon Smithhart search for

the “suspect”, who is arrested (right photo) by all three officers, with Cass City

Officer Kevin Jimkoski backing them up.

Honoring
our heroes

Two ceremonies

recognizing local

Vietnam veterans

set in Cass City

Voters okay
liquor  sales
on Sundays
in the county

Thumb misses out on major dairy
plant, but farmers will still benefit

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County retailers will no
longer be at a disadvantage com-
pared to their neighboring busi-
ness owners in Huron and Sanilac
counties when it comes to selling
packaged liquor on Sundays.
With a voter turnout of just over

30 percent in last week’s primary
election, Tuscola County voters
overwhelmingly supported lifting
a ban on Sunday packaged liquor
sales.

The unofficial tally was 7,408
“yes” votes to 4,190 “no” votes.
Although the issue is now settled,

it might take some time to imple-
ment, according to Tuscola
County Clerk Jodi Fetting.

“It will take effect 10 days from
the Canvasser’s certifying the
election which was completed
(Aug. 8),” said Fetting. “My un-
derstanding is the retailers will
need to apply to Michigan Liquor
Control Commission to have their
license amended/updated.”

A group of retailers and others
pushed for the change, collecting
enough signatures to put the ques-
tion on the August ballot.

Some of those retailers – among
them Kareem Khoury, owner of
the Quaker Maid Dairy Store in
Cass City — say the local prohi-
bition on packaged liquor sales on
Sundays proved to be especially
costly last year, when
both Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve fell on Sundays.

“We really felt the loss of sales
this year the way Christmas and
New Year’s fell. Our sales were
cut in half,” Khoury commented.
“And it is felt especially in the
summer when someone wants to
buy. We have to turn them away
and say that we can’t sell on Sun-
days.”

The debate over packed liquor
sales on Sundays in Tuscola
County was reignited back in De-
cember when some retailers asked
county commissioners to make a
change. At that meeting, Tim
Wingert of Wingert’s Food Cen-

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Although they left the jungles of
Vietnam 50 years ago, some vet-
erans never felt they truly returned
home because of how they were
treated when they arrived state-
side.

“I was spit on when I came
home,” Cass City resident David
McNaughton recalled of his return
to the states after serving in Viet-
nam.
Veterans coming home from that

war were met by protesters yelling
and calling them murderers and
baby killers. Some had animal
blood thrown on them. It was so
bad that many veterans of that era
went to great lengths not to let
anyone know they had served
their country during that time.

This weekend, however, a num-
ber of local Vietnam War-era vet-
erans will receive some long
overdue honor and recognition for
their service during special pro-
grams scheduled for Saturday,
Aug. 18, in Cass City.
The Tuscola County Veteran Af-

fairs office is coordinating the
50th anniversary of Vietnam War
commemorations. There will be a
memorial dedication at 1 p.m. at
the VFW Post 3644 Hall in Cass
City, which will be followed by a
pinning ceremony at 2 p.m. at
Cass City Elementary School.
The ceremonies will focus on the

years 1955 through 1975, from
when the Vietnam War started to
when it ended.

“These events are to honor all
veterans who served in that war,
but with a special focus on Cass
City area veterans,” said Cass City
VFW Commander Joe Merchant.
“It is kind of a welcome home that
we never got because of the un-
popularity of the war.

“Hopefully it will be well at-
tended.”

Merchant, an Army SPC4 who
was drafted in 1969 and processed
out in May 1971 after serving
nearly a year in Vietnam, was one
of those veterans who did not talk
about being part of that war.

“I never talked about it much.
For years, I didn’t advertise I was
a Vietnam veteran. I knew a lot of
people were divided on the sub-
ject. The war itself divided the
country down the middle,” said
Merchant. “It has been just in the
last 15 years that people started to
realize it wasn’t something that
we wanted to do. We were told to
go someplace and do a job, so we
did.
“We didn’t want to go over there

any more than anyone else wanted
us to go over.”
Merchant, who became involved

with the VFW about 10 years ago,
has seen a shift in attitude towards
Vietnam veterans.

“Over the last 15 years, people
have been more supportive of
Vietnam veterans. They are start-
ing to appreciate us,” he said.
“Fighting in a war is hard. Unless

you have done that, a person has
no idea what it is like. Killing
someone — even though they are
trying to kill you — is very diffi-
cult to live with.”

Aside from wrestling with the
hellish memories of tours in an-
other country, there were the un-
welcoming receptions stateside
when those veterans came home.

Please turn to page 7.

Cass clean-up
set Saturday
in the Thumb

Please turn to page 12.

Please turn to page 6.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The 10th annual Cass River
Greenway clean-up event is
scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 18.

Volunteers are needed to walk
the Cass River, removing debris.
The clean-up will kick off at 8
a.m. at Kappen Tree Service, 2799
S. Hurds Corner Rd., where vol-
unteers and organizers will gather
for a safety orientation meeting.
The volunteers will then begin the
task at hand, removing trash and
other items from the river until
noon.
Volunteers should be able to lift,

bend and maneuver on uneven
surfaces, and should wear com-
fortable clothing that can get wet,
as well as shoes or waders to walk
in the river. They should also
bring their own life vest.

“This is a continuation of where
the clean-up of the river that
started in Cass City left off last
year. The clean-up ended at the
Dean Little residence. This clean-
up will start there on Elmwood

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Despite having a dairy process-
ing facility in Cass City that was
built five years ago, Glanbia Nu-
tritionals, Dairy Farmers of Amer-
ica (DFA) and Select Milk
Producers Inc., announced plans
Thursday to develop a new facil-
ity in another part of the state.

The city of St. Johns, located
north of Lansing, was selected as
the preferred location for the new
joint venture — a large-scale
cheese and whey production facil-
ity — which is expected to be
commissioned in the fourth quar-

ter of 2020 at a cost of $470 mil-
lion.

According to a joint press re-
lease, the new facility will process
eight million pounds of milk per
day into a range of cheeses, which
equates to 300 million pounds per
year, along with whey products
for U.S. and international markets.
The facility will employ approxi-
mately 250 staff when in full pro-
duction.

In addition, the partners con-
firmed that an agreement has been
reached with Proliant Dairy Ingre-
dients to process the whey perme-
ate. Proliant will invest $85
million in an adjoining facility ex-

pected to create about 38 jobs.
The announcement does not

mean there will be no further ex-
pansions to the DFA’s $40 million,
33,000-square foot milk plant at
4105 N. Division St. in Cass City.

“Dairy Farmers of America
(DFA) continues to work with
local agencies to potentially im-
prove the facilities at our Cass
City plant,” said Kim O’Brien
with DFA Corporate Communica-
tions.

“As a cooperative owned by
dairy-farm families, we continue
to evaluate how we can maximize
the value that this facility brings

Please turn to page 5.

Lessons learned during active
shooter drill at Hills and Dales

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Deputy Ryan Robinson’s con-
vincing portrayal of an angry,
out-of-control husband bent on
violence provided Hills and
Dales General Hospital staffers
with plenty of realism as they
conducted an active shooter
drill on the Cass City hospital’s
second floor last week.
The use of firearm blanks, and

the skills of a moulage team
that created life-life mock gun-

shot wounds on a trio of “victims”
added to the tense scene.

The drill, staged on the second
floor of the hospital, also known
as the medical/surgical floor, in-
volved about 30 hospital staff
member, including representatives
of the hospital’s safety committee,
along with several members of the
Cass City Police Department and
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Overseeing the exercise was
Deputy Steve Anderson, who also
serves as Tuscola County Emer-
gency Services coordinator.

The scenario involved the
husband of a patient who is
angry over medical bills. He
confronts a hospital staff mem-
ber in his wife’s hospital room.
He becomes increasingly agi-
tated and the situation escalates
until he loses control, shooting
two staff members in the room
before he heads out into the
hallway in a violent rampage,
seeking other victims.

Law enforcement teams then
entered the hallways, searching
for the perpetrator and, eventu-
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THE LOCAL Knights of Columbus council, represented above by the council’s

scholarship chairman, Chris Pawloski (third from left), presented scholarships

this year to Cass City High School seniors (from left) Claire Kausch, Lauren

Fernald and Eric Peters.

Senior Movies slated at the library
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City will host its
next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, Aug. 17, at 1:30 p.m.
Films slated to be shown are:

*”Dinosaurs in the Outback” –
This documentary is about the ev-
idence, scientific and often dra-
matic, which proves that the
Outback of Australia was once a

place where dinosaurs roamed in
vast numbers.
Using live action and 3D anima-

tion, compelling reconstructions
tell the story of these grand crea-
tures that roamed the land (43
minutes).

*”Germany’s Black Forest and
Cologne” – After visiting Ger-
many’s greatest Gothic cathedral
in Cologne, join Rick Steves and

enjoy the good life German-style
at a top mineral spa and try your
luck at the Versailles of casinos in
Baden-Baden, then crank some
old-time music and explore an
open-air museum in the romantic
Black Forest (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.

Wheat trial results now available
Michigan wheat farmers working

through the Michigan Wheat Pro-
gram (MWP) partnered again this
year with Michigan State Univer-
sity to include, for the sixth year,
a high-management component as
part of the MSU Wheat Perform-
ance Trials.
The results of that research have

been compiled and were recently
released to the public.

Farmers will certainly want to
study results of the 110 different
varieties tested in plots across
Michigan before making seed pur-
chasing decisions for planting this
fall, said Dennis Pennington,
MSU wheat specialist.
Michigan wheat farmers out-per-

form the nation when it comes to
yields per acre.

This year, the USDA’s NASS-
Great Lakes office has forecast a
record yield of 90 bushels per acre
and a total production of 44.1 mil-
lion bushels. The national average
yield is 48 bushels per acre.

“We’d like to think that the
Michigan Wheat Program’s focus
on high-management research and
extension outreach, along with
Michigan’s unique environmental
conditions, and especially these

high-management plot compar-
isons, help drive increased pro-
ductivity and quality in the state,”
said Dave Milligan, chairman of
the Michigan Wheat Program
board and a wheat farmer from
Cass City.

“Every wheat farmer in Michi-
gan should be looking at their
farm management and how the
various varieties respond to high
management to make the decision
as to what is the best variety for
them on their farm,” Milligan
added.
This year’s performance trials in-

clude 61 commercial wheat vari-
eties.  In addition, 49 experimental
wheat lines were evaluated – up
significantly from the 26 experi-
mental seed lines tested last year.
The seed lines were developed by
13 organizations, including MSU,
the Michigan Crop Improvement
Association, and several seed
companies.

“When selecting varieties, it’s
important to look at multi-year
data from locations that are closest
to the soil type and conditions you
have on your farm,” Pennington
said. “Farmers should study indi-
vidual varieties across all the pa-

rameters evaluated in the trials in-
cluding yield, test weight and dis-
ease ratings.

“This report is an unbiased, sci-
entifically-based evaluation of va-
rieties in various Michigan
regions,” he added. “It’s also a
valuable tool to help farmers
make decisions about which vari-
eties to plant on their farms.”

MSU’s wheat research team has
planted wheat trial plots for more
than 17 years.  During the 2017-
2018 growing season, trials were
held on private farmland in six
counties:  Allegan, Clinton,
Huron, Lenawee, Sanilac and Tus-
cola.
This year’s trials were planned to

have two farms that had both con-
ventional and high-management
plots to create a “same farm”
comparison.  While this compari-
son is available for review in Tus-
cola County, the Clinton County
site received an extra 90 pounds of
nitrogen and is less comparable.
Farms hosting the trials included

Stuart Bierlein of Reese  (Tuscola
County — two sites), Darwin
Sneller of Owendale  (Huron
County), and JGDM Farms of
Deckerville (Sanilac County).

“The check-off board will again
consider supporting high manage-
ment treatments for the 2018
Michigan State Wheat Perform-
ance Trials at their meeting in a
couple of weeks,” said Jody Pol-
lok-Newsom, the program’s exec-
utive director.  “There is such a
wealth of knowledge in this nine-
teen-page report, that I am sure
the board will continue its support
and remain proud to play a role in
advancing knowledge about the
future of high management wheat
production in Michigan.”
To see the results of the 2018 tri-

als, go to www.miwheat.org and
click on the “Just out! 2018 MSU
Variety Trials” tab at the top of the
“What’s Hot” box.  The Michigan
Wheat website also includes links
to high-management Performance
Trials data from 2013-2017, and a
link to data from 2012 and prior
years.  MSU researchers and the
Michigan Wheat Program recom-
mend reviewing at least three
years of trial research when mak-
ing decisions for your farm.
The MWP is a check-off organi-

zation funded by nearly 8,000
wheat farmers who grow wheat in
50 of Michigan’s 83 counties.
Michigan wheat farmers plant
500,000 acres of red and white
winter wheat annually, resulting in
a crop of 40 million bushels on av-
erage.
Michigan’s wheat crop has a total

economic impact of about $388
million annually.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Lest We Forget -- memories

18) will finally do that for Vietnam veterans, and will
show them the appreciation they should have re-
ceived decades ago.

It is long, long overdue. Thank you for your serv-
ice.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I was in high school during part of the Vietnam War,
so I remember it well.

At that time, the main news updates about the war
were aired when everyone was sitting down to dinner
at 6 p.m. The news showed clips of the fighting and
of the protests.

Whenever I think of that time and the news broad-
casts, I recall the monk dressed in orange that set
himself on fire. It is surreal watching documentaries
about that war that I saw for the first time on televi-
sion. It seems like all of the documentaries included
the clip of the monk going up in flames. 

Then, in about 1970, was the lottery using birth
dates to determine who would be drafted in a certain
order. I was a year out of high school and starting to
make plans to be married. With a great deal of anxi-
ety, we watched the drawing. The farther down on
the list a guy’s birth date, the longer it would take for
him to be drafted. My boyfriend’s birthday was to-
wards the end, so the wedding plans were made.
I remember the protests in America against the war,

the violence, and the shameful way returning veter-
ans were treated. They were spit on and called mur-
ders or baby killers. It was shameful.
Whenever I write anything about veterans and hol-

idays honoring veterans, the phrase, “Lest We For-
get,” always comes to mind. After using it a few
times in my writings, I wanted to learn more how that
phrase came about.

I discovered it is from a poem written by Rudyard
Kipling called “Recessional.” And, it was actually
written in honor of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Ju-
bilee in 1897. Say what? I didn’t see the connection
in the way the expression is used today with its roots
honoring an English queen. So, I did more research.
One website stated the poem expresses the pride in

the British Empire and also the sadness that through-
out history of empires/nations that have fallen, and
for those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
I read the poem several times. Afterwards, I felt the

wording cautions about zealous patriotism and ex-
cessive pride. It warns there is a “higher power” than
earthly government that rules the world, and political
conflicts end in death.
The phrase started to be commonly used after World

War I, and linked with Remembrance Day, which be-
came Memorial Day. Lest we forget is a plea not to
forget past sacrifices:

Lest we forget

God of our fathers, known of old—
Lord of our far-flung battle line—
Beneath whose awful hand we hold
Dominion over palm and pine—
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget - lest we forget!

The tumult and the shouting dies—
The Captains and the Kings depart—
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice,
An humble and a contrite heart.
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget- lest we forget!

Far-called our navies melt away—
On dune and headland sinks the fire—
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre!
Judge of the Nations, spare us yet,
Lest we forget - lest we forget!

If, drunk with sight of power, we loose
Wild tongues that have not Thee in awe—
Such boastings as the Gentiles use,
Or lesser breeds without the Law—
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget - lest we forget!

For heathen heart that puts her trust
In reeking tube and iron shard—
All valiant dust that builds on dust,
And guarding calls not Thee to guard.
For frantic boast and foolish word,
Thy Mercy on Thy People, Lord!
Amen.

Everyone who serves their country should be rec-
ognized. The two events planned to honor Vietnam
veterans in Cass City this weekend (Saturday, Aug.

Survivors of cancer
can improve outlook

Battling cancer can have a significant impact on
families, and as part of the recent National Cancer
Survivors Day, June 3, Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (MDHHS) officials
shared physical and mental health strategies to im-
prove survivors’ quality of life.

A person is considered to be a cancer survivor
from the time of diagnosis through the remainder of
their life.  In Michigan, it is estimated that there are
526,100 cancer survivors.

“Due to advances in screening and early detec-
tion, as well as treatment, many people are living
longer after a cancer diagnosis,” said Dr. Eden
Wells, MDHHS chief medical executive. “Having
support during treatment and living as healthy as
you can during and after treatment are vital to sur-
vivorship.”

With many different types of cancer and cancer
treatments, cancer survivorship is different for each
survivor.

While many survivors are living longer, they may
still experience effects of their cancer and its treat-
ment for years to come. This can include physical,
emotional and financial impacts on survivors and
their families.

Quality of life is important in survivorship for
those who are free of cancer, continue to live with a
manageable cancer or face end of life issues. Sur-
vivorship care means looking after peoples’ mental
and physical health.

Cancer survivors can address their quality of life
by working with their health care providers to man-
age side effects or long-term effects they experience.
Making healthy choices can improve quality of life

and reduce the chance of a cancer recurrence or de-
veloping second cancer type.

Healthy choices can include increased physical
activity, good nutrition, limited alcohol intake and
tobacco cessation. Mental health can be addressed
through participation in a cancer support group or
speaking with a counselor.
To improve health, survival and quality of life after

a cancer diagnosis, health care officials recommend
that patients:

*Quit tobacco. Smoking and other tobacco prod-
ucts increase your risk for cancer recurrence and
additional cancers.

*Be active and strive to maintain a healthy diet
and weight.

*Discuss a follow-up care plan with your health
care provider.
*Get help for depression or anxiety related to can-

cer or its treatment.
According to officials at the National Cancer In-

stitute, there were 15.5 million cancer survivors
across the United States in 2016, and that figure is
expected to increase to 20.3 million by 2026.

For resources about survivorship and life after
cancer treatment, visit the American Cancer Society
website or call 800-227-2345.
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Great Start Tuscola Imagination Library is a pro-
gram that sends free books to children from birth
through age 5, at which point they graduate from
the program and receive a certificate encouraging
them to get a library card at their local library, ac-
cording to Great Start Tuscola Director, Rachael
Koepf.

This program is fully funded through the support
of donors and sponsors. March 8th, 2018 we held
our annual fundraiser and raised over $25,000 to go
towards the purchase of books for the over 2,000
children we have receiving them each month in Tus-
cola County, she added. 
The Cass City football team generously donated a

day of labor as a live auction item. Mr. Gary and
Rebecca Mohr won that bid of almost $400 and the
team completed their project this past weekend. 

The Imagination Library team so appreciates the
support of the community in getting books into the
hands of children. Anyone with a child under the
age of 5 can go to:
www.imaginationlibrary.com and sign your child up
for free books today.

**********   

A fundraiser for Revive & St. Agatha Food Pantries
is in the works.

The Knights of Columbus 5K run and walk “To
the Cass River” is slated for Saturday, Sept. 15, at
9:00 AM, beginning at the Saint Pancratius Church
– 4292 S. Seeger St., Cass City.
Promoter Dale Churchill says the event will include
a kid’s exercise fun run/walk.

For more information on how you can help call
989-415-5626 or text
centralthumbkofc@gmail.com.

You can register for the event on the web at: run-
signup.com/kofc5krunwalk.

**********   

Red Hawk football fans can get an early peek at
this year’s varsity squad tomorrow.
Thursday’s scrimmage at Saginaw Carrolton High

School is scheduled for an 11:00 AM start and will
include the hosts, Cass City, Valley Lutheran, Flint
Beecher, Michigan Lutheran Seminary and Merrill.

By the way, Cass City faces Montrose – on the
road – for their season opener Thursday, Aug. 23.
Facing a new, and highly respected, foe is sure to be
a crowd pleaser. Another welcome change is the ad-
dition of Caro to the Greater Thumb West.
I don’t think it will take the Tigers long to turn their

program around. After getting pounded by the likes
of Millington and Frankenmuth in the Tri-Valley
year after year, a little success in the Greater Thumb
West could help our neighbors return to glory.

**********    

Did you know these facts about Michigan Apples?
* John Chapman, (a.k.a. Johnny Appleseed) really
did exist and is one of the reasons why we have so
many Michigan apples today. Chapman owned
many tree nurseries in the Midwest and sold and
traded apple trees.
* Average apple harvest is about 25.2 million
bushels (1.058 billion pounds) per year. In 2017,
Michigan harvested an estimated 20 million bushels
(840 million pounds) of apples.
* Michigan is the third largest apple producing state
in the U.S.A. There are more than 11.3 million apple
trees in commercial production, covering 35,500
acres on 825 family-run farms in Michigan. Apples
are the largest and most valuable fruit crop in Michi-
gan.
Gosh, I sure am in the mood for a Shabbona United

Methodist Church pie.

**********       

Right now, the Red Cross faces an emergency
blood shortage. When many donors are on vacation
and fewer blood drives take place, patient need
doesn’t end. Take an hour of your time ASAP to en-
sure the availability of lifesaving treatments in times
of crisis – donate blood. 

Don’t let your blood type go missing! Come in to
give blood by Aug. 30 and The American Red Cross
will send you a $5 Amazon.com Gift Card**via
email.** It’s their way of saying thanks for helping
end this emergency shortage. And it’s just one small
part of the larger reward of donating blood.

Schedule your appointment today.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for verifica-
tion, but won’t be used in the newspaper. Names will be withheld from publication
upon request, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves the right to edit letters
for length and clarity.
We will not publish thank you letters of a specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes for a raffle.



PAGE FOUR CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2018

Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Michael B. Raymond, 37, Stan-

dish, pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
April 29 in Denmark Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Qonte L. Works, 31, Saginaw,
pleaded guilty to absconding or
forfeiting bond Nov. 18 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$30,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Timothy M. Marker, 40,
Unionville, pleaded guilty to three
counts of larceny by conversion
involving property valued at
$1,000 to $20,000 between Jan. 1,
2016, and Oct. 31, 2017, in Caro
and Cass City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Daniel J. Bollon, 39, Lapeer,
pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle with a high BAC
(blood alcohol content), third of-
fense, April 22 in Indianfields
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the Michigan Department of
Corrections. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Floyd R. Schoenknecht Jr., 45,
Vassar, pleaded guilty to three
counts of illegal use of a financial
transaction device between May 1
and May 24 in Vassar. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$25,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
*Dennis J. Gardner, 59, Milling-

ton, pleaded guilty to possession
of marijuana or a synthetic equiv-
alent, second offense, Feb. 3 in
Millington. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Heather R. Bouck, 44, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to three counts of
illegal use of a financial transac-
tion device between May 1 and
May 24 in Vassar. She was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was set at $2,000
and the defendant was remanded
to the custody of the sheriff’s de-
partment. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:
*Brittany Alicia-Kali Ponder, 34,

Cass City, pleaded guilty to as-
saulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer April 11 in Cass
City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Alyssa G. Gonzalez, 28, Lake
Orion, pleaded guilty to attempted
absconding or forfeiting bond
Feb. 26 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Terry D. Scott II, 38, Caro,
pleaded guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by
failing to comply with reporting
duties Aug. 1, 2017, in Caro. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*James K. Wiechert, 38,
Muskegon, pleaded guilty to lar-
ceny of property valued at $1,000
to $20,000 between Sept. 18 and
Oct. 12, 2016, in Unionville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Nashia L. Harp, 24, Elkton,
pleaded guilty to illegally using a
financial transaction device July
11, 2016, in Cass City.
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Hills and Dales earns accreditation
Hills and Dales General Hospital

in Cass City has been awarded a
three-year term of accreditation in
nuclear medicine following a re-
cent review by the American Col-
lege of Radiology (ACR).

Nuclear medicine is a branch of
medical imaging that uses radio-
pharmaceuticals to diagnose and
treat a variety of diseases, includ-
ing many types of cancers, heart
disease, and certain other abnor-
malities within the body.

“The ACR gold seal of accredi-
tation represents the highest level
of image quality and patient
safety. It is awarded only to facil-
ities meeting ACR Practice
Guidelines and Technical Stan-
dards after a peer-review evalua-

tion by board-certified physicians
and medical physicists who are
experts in the field,” explained
Danielle Blaine, community rela-
tions director at Hills and Dales.

“Image quality, personnel quali-
fications, adequacy of facility
equipment, quality control proce-
dures and quality assurance pro-
grams are assessed,” she said.
“The findings are reported to the
ACR Committee on Accredita-
tion, which subsequently provides
the practice with a comprehensive
report they can use for continuous
practice improvement.”
“This accreditation is very excit-

ing for us. We work very hard to
keep our patients safe and provide
them high quality care,” said

Peggy Davidson, director of radi-
ology at Hills and Dales. “This
shows us that we are doing a great
job.  Our nuclear medicine staff
— Marty Hembrough and Mike
Davidson – (is) outstanding, and
I’m very proud of them for
achieving this accreditation.”

The ACR is a national profes-
sional organization serving more
than 36,000 diagnostic/interven-
tional radiologists, radiation on-
cologists, nuclear medicine
physicians, and medical physicists
with programs focusing on the
practice of medical imaging and
radiation oncology and the deliv-
ery of comprehensive health care
services.

13th Gypsy Ride on tap Sunday
The 13th annual Gypsy Ride hits

the road Sunday, Aug. 19, and the
staff and residents at Northwood
Meadows in Cass City have been
busy preparing for the event.

Motorcyclists are invited to the
senior living community for a fun-
filled day that benefits the resi-
dents of Northwood Meadows.
Registration begins at 10 a.m.,
with the ride leaving the facility at
11 a.m.

Participants will travel roughly
100 miles along the Lake Huron
shoreline, and the funds they raise
will go towards a generator for the
building.

“This is a project near and dear
to our hearts after the recent wave
of power outages we have had
here in Cass City,” said Kelly
Richmond, director of Northwood
Meadows.  “The past 12 years’
projects have ranged from small
to large — i-Pods to gazebos.
Whatever the project, it is always
resident-driven.
Those interested in riding should

meet at Northwood Meadows,
6086 Beechwood Dr., Cass City.
All motorcycles are welcome. The
registration fee is $25 per bike and
an additional $10 if you have a
passenger.

The riders will return to the com-
munity for a meal and door prizes.
The ride itself usually concludes
around 4 p.m.
“We are grateful to the riders for

helping us raise money for our
projects. We have a number of
participants who return year after
year.  We look forward to seeing
them each year,” Richmond said.
“Our residents love looking at all
the motorcycles in the parking
lot.”

More information is available by
contacting Richmond at (989)
872-8131.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

What score? How
good is the band?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Joe Rule, a former Cass City
student and now Northern Michi-
gan University honor graduate,
hopes to eventually make a ca-
reer out of creating his own ani-
mations and films. He recently
walked away from the Young
Michigan Filmmakers Festival in
Leland with Best Animation hon-
ors for his short film entitled,
“Eat Your Vegetables”.

Air Force Airman Shane R.
Raymond graduated from basic
military training at Joint Base
San Antonio-Lackland, San An-
tonio, Texas. The airman com-
pleted an intensive, eight-week
program that included training in
military discipline and studies,
Air Force core values, physical
fitness, and basic warfare princi-
ples and skills. Airmen who com-
plete basic training earn four
credits toward an associate in ap-
plied science degree through the
Community College of the Air
Force. Raymond is the son of
Ronald Raymond of Cass City.
He is a 2008 graduate of Cass
City High School.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Alan Leslie sold a steer at the
Sanilac County 4-H Fair for
$2.80 per pound to Jeff’s Market.
Leslie won honors of Grand
Champion Market Steer, First
place Overall Medium Weight
Steer and First place 12-13 year
old Showmanship. 
The 2008 Kally Maharg Memo-

rial Golf Tourney winners are
Matt Ender, Derik Bellew, Fran
Bellew and Frank Bellew. 

During a special school board
meeting last week, Supt. Ron
Wilson reported that all 3 schools
in the district have achieved Ad-
equate Yearly Progress (AYP),
based on year-to-year student
achievement on the Michigan
Education Assessment Program
(MEAP) test. 

In addition, the Michigan De-
partment of Education reports on
Education Yes! – a yardstick for
Excellent Schools, the state
school accreditation system
under which letter grades are as-
signed for academic achievement
and indicators of school perform-
ance to determine state accredita-
tion of Michigan schools.

Wilson stated that both the ele-
mentary and middle schools
earned A grades, while the high
school received a B grade, but
only a few percentage points
short of an A grade.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
Mr. and Mrs. Don Donaghy,

Sandusky, and Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Brigham, Bay Port, an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Deirdre Brigham,
granddaughter of Mary Lou
Spencer and the late Bernard
Spencer, to John Repinski, son of
John and Ronnie Repinski, of
Port Huron. An Oct. 29 wedding
is planned.

Tanya Muntz, Cass City, per-
formed at the Michigan All Star
Football Game with the 115-
member all star band Aug. 7.
This was the third all star band
appearance for Muntz, who
played cymbals and clarinet.
Also representing Owen-Gage
were Jennifer Jaworski, who
played saxophone, and Brent
Fritz, a member of the East All
Star Football Team.

This year’s Grand Champion
Hog was raised by Jana Herron,
Snover, a member of the Lucky
Stars 4-H Club.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  
Mrs. Ronald Geiger and her

granddaughter, Lori Hyzer, ac-
companied by Mrs. Geiger’s sis-
ter, Dorothy Harvey of Sterling
Heights went Thursday to Haslett
to see Mrs. Harvey’s new grand-
daughter, Laura Ann. She was
born July 8 to Mrs. Harvey’s son
and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Harvey. Before returning home
they visited Mrs. Geiger’s daugh-
ter, Mrs. John Spencer at
Williamston.

Born Aug. 10 to Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Trzemzalski of Deford, a
daughter, Elizabeth Irene, in Hills

Faithful readers of the Chronicle, especially sports fans, have probably
noticed I’m not exactly talented when it comes to predicting winners
of area high school sporting events.
You may have also come to the conclusion, judging by my past record,

that my picks of the winners tend to stink consistently — I typically
end up in the basement following both the football and basketball sea-
sons. You would be correct, but I make it look easy, right?
In all my years at the Chronicle, I think I’ve won our local sports fore-

cast perhaps twice — in football, including last fall’s tie between Geoff
Morgan and myself — and I took first place in a friendly March Mad-
ness contest once, by the slimmest of margins.
Truthfully, I guess my lack of success has a lot to do with the fact that

I really don’t follow sports on a regular basis (and let’s face it, that’s a
blessing more often than not in Michigan). Perhaps it’s also because
I’ve never been all that athletic, unless you count hauling in a 20-pound
king salmon with gusto.

Nah, it probably has everything to do with the fact that I really don’t
care all that much.
That’s not to say I’m not enthusiastic about the upcoming season, how-

ever.
No offense to football fans, but while many of my friends on Facebook

are posting a game update just about every three seconds on a Friday
night or Saturday afternoon, I’m over here, like, where’s the marching
band? How good is the band?!
Okay, laugh if you want to, but back in the day, I was a hardcore band

geek in a large, Class A school district in western Michigan where
marching band was a sport in its own right. Even back in the early
1980s, we marched nearly 150 kids every fall, and while we entertained
during football games, we also had our own competitions during the
season.

To this day, when I hear a marching band approaching, especially a
potent college band such as Michigan State, I can’t wait to get a close
up look (and listen).
Sure, some of the jocks at my high school enjoyed poking fun at kids

like myself, but that’s okay. The way I figure it, I can still play the drums
and enjoy doing so on occasion. How many of the jocks I graduated
with are still dunking basketballs or flying over tacklers into an end
zone?

It’s not that I don’t respect athleticism. I do. In fact, my passion for
drum and bugle corps has proven to me time and time again that some
of the most finely tuned athletes are musicians. If you doubt that, check
out www.dci.org and watch the members of any world class corps
marching drill at up to 205 beats a minute or more while maneuvering
AND playing music (by the way, during their summers, these kids put
in eight or more hours of rehearsal every day, rain or shine, blistering
heat or cold).

Out here in the Thumb, where schools are smaller and there aren’t
nearly as many kids to go around when it comes to activities, the stu-
dents get to enjoy the fun of both worlds.

I’ll never forget the first time I saw cheerleaders and football players
picking up instruments at halftime to march with their band. How cool
is that? I’d wager these students are some of the most well-rounded kids
out there. It’s certain they know a thing or two about teamwork.

Of course, none of these observations is likely to improve my sports
picks the next time I’m drafted to participate in local high school contest
prognosticating, a fact that won’t surprise my fellow prognosticators.
That’s okay. I can still march circles around those other guys.

Grand Rapids. Present were Rev.
and Mrs. Joel Hurley and family
of Albion, Mr. and Mrs. Keith
O’Dell and daughter Bonnie of
Owosso and Mr. and Mrs. Jack
O’Dell and daughter Pamela of
Grand Ledge. Also present were
Mrs. William Miller and Mr. and
Mrs. William c. O’Dell who were
overnight guests, returning home
Sunday. The missing members
were William Miller, serving
with the Navy, and David
O’Dell, who railed from Central
City, Nebraska, during the after-
noon.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Miss Sara Agnes Cooley,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Cooley of Owendale, will be
graduated from St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital, Pontiac, on August 26.
Graduation exercises will be held
Thursday, August 26, at 2:30 p.
m. in the Book Cadillac Hotel,
Detroit. A Banquet and dance fol-
low at the hotel that evening.
Miss Cooley is a niece of Mrs.
Fred Maier of Cass City.
Lieut. Cornelius A. McIntosh of

the United States Coast Guard is
at presently stationed at St. Au-
gustine, Florida. Before entering
the service, Lieut. McIntosh was
a sailor on the Great Lakes and
currently holds an unlimited first
class pilot’s license covering all
of the Great Lakes and their con-
necting and tributary waters as
far east as Quebec as well as the
Hudson River from Albany to
New York. Lieut. McIntosh is a
graduate of the Bad Axe High
School. In November, 1942, he
was married to Miss Flora
McLeod, daughter of the late Mr.
and Mrs. Angus McLeod of
Greenleaf. His twin brother,
George J., is a member of. the U.
S. Merchant Marine who, when
last heard from, was located
somewhere in the Southwest Pa-
cific area. They are the only sons
of Capt. and Mrs. A. J. McIntosh
of Sheridan Township.

Village President and Mrs. W.
C. Downing of Gagetown have
received word that their son, Pfc.
James Downing had been sent
overseas. He had been stationed
at Salt Lake City, Utah.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)
Mr. Earl Heller, Cass City,

Michigan. Dear Brother Earl:
Your letter telling me that mother
and father were well, has surely
taken a load from my mind. I
have had little experience as yet
with the Huns. On our way over
we were attacked by two sub-
marines but they did not have
any luck. They were after the
boat I was on, and fired two tor-
pedoes, one passing forward and
one astern. The one aft came very
much too close for comfort, but
our gunners were right on the
job, and were shooting at them
before we were aware that there
was a sub within a thousand
miles, and our destroyers— it
sure is a pleasure to see them
work. They dropped two depth
bombs. The first one missed but
the second found the mark, for
there was oil and debris enough
in the air for a couple of minutes
to make one think that there was
a full sized battle ship there in-
stead of a small sub. That is all of
the actual warfare I have experi-
enced as yet. I do not think that I
will ever get over being surprised
at their customs. They do all of
their work with cows, and you
can imagine how odd it seemed
at first to see a team of cows
pulling a load that would make
four of our horses get at their best
to move along. Well, will close
for this time and will try and do
better my next. Give my love to
mother and father and you can
rest assured that I will never wait
as long again to write. VERN
HELLER, Co. F., 116th Ammu-
nition Train A. E. F., France.

The new threshing machine of
Wm. Holtz is a “blinger” think
all of those who have seen it
work. It not only has all the latest
methods of cleaning grain, but a
hustling crew that keeps all time
improved. At the farm of Frank
Hegler, 108 bushels of oats were
threshed in 15 minutes.

and Dales General Hospital. She
weighed Seven pounds, 11-1/2
ounces and was 21” long. She
joins a sister, Anna Rose, 1-1/2
years old.

Grand champion steer at last
week’s Huron Community Fair
belonged to Lisa Hagen, daugh-
ter of Wallace and Sonia Hagen
of E. Atwater Road, Ubly, shown
here with trophy donor Lowell
McDonald of Bad Axe. The
Angus-Chianina weighed 1,360
pounds and was purchased for
$1.18 a pound by the Production
Credit Association of Bad Axe.
Lisa is a member of the Roarin’
Rustlers 4-H Club.

Reserve champion lamb at the
Huron Community Fair belonged
to Lisa LeCureux, 14, who also
had the reserve champion pen,
the reserve champion, 135
pounds, was purchased by Kids’
Kastle of Bad Axe for $3.10 a
pound. Cubitt Realty of Bad Axe
bought the other half of the pen,
130 pounds, for $2.10 a pound.
Lisa is the daughter of Jim and
Eileen LeCureux of S. Ubly
Road, Ubly, and a member of the
Roarin’ Rustlers.
Sweepstakes showmanship win-

ner at the Huron Community Fair
was Tom Cook, son of Paul and
Marjorie Cook of Bay City
Forestville Road, Ubly. The
Roarin’ Rustlers member had to
show beef, sheep, swine, horse
and dairy to win the contest.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 
Mrs. Jim Young and daughters,

Barbara and Lori, of Caro and
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Guinther and
sons, Brian, Randy and Ronnie,
vacationed at Sleeper Park from
Tuesday until Sunday. Joining
them there for the weekend were
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Doerr and son
Mike.

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Wayne
Brown, his wife and children of
Cocoa Beach, Fla., are visiting
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Willis
Brown.

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Tracy re-
turned home Sunday from sev-
eral days of vacation. They left
Aug. 9 and visited her brother-in-
law and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Em-
mett O’Dell at Pentwater. They
spent some time at Sault Ste.
Marie and visited Mr. and Mrs.
William Ritter at Alpena. On
their way home Sunday they vis-
ited Rev. and Mrs. Willis Braun
at Hale and Rev. and Mrs. Harold
Bakin at Loon Lake.

The Beardsleys are only the
third generation to live on their
recently designated centennial
farm on Cedar Run Road, south
of M-81. Beardsley is 78; his
wife, 77. The couple was married
in December, 1920. The farm
was 40 acres when William Ware
bought it from Robert and Sarah
McFarlan in April, 1878. Ware, a
Civil War veteran from Erie,
Penn., homesteaded in Tuscola
county and decided to buy the
farm on Cedar Run Road.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  
Arthur Atwell received a stand-

ing ovation from members of the
Cass City Rotary Club Tuesday
noon when he was presented
with his plaque for 37 years of
outstanding service. The presen-
tation was made by President
Richard Drews, at the New Gor-
don Hotel.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Roberts and
children of Center Line came
Tuesday, and Wednesday Mr. and
Mrs. Roberts left for a few days
in northern Michigan. Brenda
Kay and Kevin Roberts are
spending the rest of the week at
the Arthur Little home and Craig
and Diane Roberts are with their
paternal grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Glen Roberts, near Argyle.

M/Sgt. Graydon Agar and chil-
dren, Holly and Graydon, left
Friday morning to return to
Bossier City, La., where he is sta-
tioned at Barksdale AFB, after
spending a week with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Max Agar, and
other relatives here. He attended
the reunion of the class of ‘53 at
Sherwood Forest Saturday
evening, Aug. 10.
Mr. and Mrs. David Johns (Judy

O’Dell) entertained at a family
reunion Saturday at their home In

to our farmer families and complement the new cheese and whey pro-
duction facility, which is also being developed in Michigan, in partner-
ship with Glanbia and Select Milk Producers.”
Officials said the St. Johns site meets key selection criteria in terms of

strategic location relative to milk supply, strong transport links, a pos-
itive business environment and labor availability.
“The finalization of the preferred location is a critical step on our jour-

ney to deliver a new ultra-modern dairy facility in Michigan,” said Brian
Phelan, chief executive officer of Glanbia Nutritionals.

The partners in the venture have worked with state and city officials
as well as community leaders to address issues such as cost, infrastruc-
ture and planning in order to finalize the decision. The Michigan Eco-
nomic Development Corporation approved a package of incentives that
address those areas.

The Michigan Strategic Fund approved about $27.6 million worth of
incentives Thursday to support the project, including grants, invest-
ments and tax abatements from the Strategic Fund, Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development and the Michigan
Department of Transportation.

“The construction of this plant in St. Johns will not only address a
growing industry need for Michigan plant capacity, but it also adds
value and supports our local dairy farm families in this area,” said Greg
Wickham, chief financial officer at DFA.

Continued from page one.

Milk plant goes to St. Johns

Following recent cases of measles acquired overseas and brought into
Michigan, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) is urging residents to make sure their families are protected
against vaccine-preventable illnesses.
Traveling abroad during the summer is a great opportunity for families

and individuals to have fun and possibly even learn something new. Un-
fortunately, it can also increase your exposure to diseases that you may
not be exposed to in the comfort of your own home. It is important to
know how to keep yourself and others healthy during trips.

Dr. Eden Wells, MDHHS chief medical executive, suggests making
sure you’re up to date for all routine vaccines as well as ones that may
be recommended for travel outside the United States because of higher
risk for certain diseases.
“Several countries in western Europe, including France, Italy, England

and Germany, are currently having measles outbreaks,” Wells said. “Im-
munizations are the best way to protect our families and communities
from the harmful, sometimes deadly consequences of vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases. Vaccinating your child is one of the safest and most
effective things you can do to protect them.”
Measles vaccination is recommended for all children before they start

school, so most people are protected, but Wells suggests adults review
their medical records and their children’s records to make sure before
getting on a plane.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) may recom-
mend additional inoculations depending on the traveler’s destination.
Examples include vaccines for yellow fever, typhoid, Japanese en-
cephalitis Hepatitis A and diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis.

Measles raise concerns
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A VARIETY OF recreational activities can be enjoyed on the Cass River. The

37.5-mile waterway provides for canoeing and kayaking as well as fishing and

bird watching. To improve the quality of the waterway, volunteers clean up a

section of the Cass River each summer, and this year’s effort will focus on a

stretch just outside of Cass City. Pictured above are some of the volunteers

who took part in the clean-up just south of Cass City last June.

Continued from page one.

Cass clean-up planned for Saturday

Road,” explained Cass City Vil-
lage Trustee and Greenway Com-
mittee member Nancy Barrios,
who participated in last year’s
event and expects to join the effort
again this year. “From there, we

will work west to Hurds Corner.
This clean-up will cover about
four miles,” she added.

In 2017, volunteers met at the
Cass City wastewater treatment
plant, 3998 Doerr Rd., where
crews were sent both upstream
and downstream to remove junk
along a four-mile section of the
river south of the village.

Some of the items routinely
fished out of the river are tires,
furniture, appliances and toys.

The first 50 volunteers will re-
ceive a 2018 Cass River Clean Up
T-shirt.

“Over the years, access to the
river has been blocked off. You
can’t easily get to it. We are trying
to get enough interest and support
to get a canoe and kayak launch
here (Cass City) to bring the Na-
tional Water Way Trail designa-
tion to the upper Cass River that
Greenway has worked so hard to
do in the lower Cass River re-
gions,” Barrios said.
A decade ago, a grassroots group

formed the Cass River Greenway
Committee. The volunteers have
worked to clean up the Cass River
and to develop recreational sites
along the river.

The annual clean-up day started
as part of that effort near Birch
Run, then was moved to Vassar,
Tuscola, and Caro. Last year it
was Cass City’s turn to host the
activity.
“The hope is to be able to get the

Cass River developed and recog-
nized as a National Water Trail,”
Barrios said.

As a result of the Cass River
Greenway effort, the Cass River
Water Trail was developed, creat-
ing a series of canoe and kayak
launch sites built on public prop-

erty in Caro, Vassar, Tuscola and
Frankenmuth. Aside from the
launch sites, the water trail project
includes parking and restroom fa-
cilities, along with distribution of
promotional materials and inform-
ative signage along the river.

In addition, Tom Lounsbury, a
veteran Cass City outdoors
columnist, produced several seg-
mented canoe trips down the river
this spring as part of a documen-
tary to showcase the waterway’s
beauty, and the accomplishments
of the grassroots group dedicated
to its water quality and recre-
ational opportunities.
“Timing (of) the filming coming

out is in the hands of the photog-
rapher, so I don’t know when it
will be ready. I’ve been asked to
be the narrator,” said Lounsbury.
“I consider it an honor, for sure.”

The Cass River Water Trail is
37.5 miles long and features some
rest stops and picnic areas,
wildlife, maps and brochures with
information on wildlife and plants
in the area.

The goal of the Cass River
Greenway Committee is to de-
velop recreation opportunities
along the Cass River corridor, to
preserve and enhance wildlife
habitat, improve water quality,
promote good environmental
stewardship practices and develop
ecotourism opportunities.
Some Cass City officials, includ-

ing Barrios, hope to eventually de-
velop a boat launch next to the
local wastewater treatment plant.
The Cass River is in the Saginaw

Bay Watershed, which runs
through Saginaw, Tuscola, Sanilac
and Huron counties.
More information is available on

the website www.cassriver.org.
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Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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News briefs
On drugs? Then don’t drive!
THUMB — The Michigan State Police Caro Post will be enforcing a
traffic initiative starting today (Wednesday) and continuing through
Monday, Sept. 3.

Like drunken driving, drugged driving is impaired driving, which
means it is dangerous and illegal in all 50 States, Puerto Rico, and
Washington, D.C. Whether the drug is obtained legally or illegally, driv-
ing while drug-impaired poses a threat to the driver, vehicle passengers
and other road users.

Troopers urged motorists who are impaired by drugs and thinking
about driving to pass their keys on to a sober driver.
The campaign slogan, “Play It Safe: Pass It On”, includes the follow-

ing messages:
*If a driver has ingested an impairing substance, such as prescription

drugs, sleep medication, marijuana, or any form of illegal drug, he or
she should not drive, and if you think a driver may be impaired, do not
get in the car with them.

*If you are drug-impaired, pass the key to a sober driver who can
safely drive you to your final destination. It is never okay to drive while
impaired by any substance.

*Have a friend who is about to drive while impaired by drugs?  Take
the keys away and arrange to get them home safely.  Don’t worry about
offending someone—they’ll thank you later.

*If you see an impaired driver on the road, call 911.

Free family movie scheduled
CASS CITY – The Thumb Center for the Arts (TARC) is sponsoring a
free back-to-school movie at the Cass Theatre. The film, The Goonies,
will be shown Saturday, Sept. 15, at 2 p.m.

Upcoming events to honor Vietnam vets

Continued from page one.

David Graham

John Giddings

“I didn’t get much of a welcome
home because I came home by
medical-vac (medical evacuation).
I went to a hospital in the Philip-
pines, to a hospital in Okinawa,
and the Valley Forge Hospital,”
said Nick Pink.

He was wounded twice. He was
shot in the hand and arm, and has
shrapnel in both knees. “I had
problems like that the first time I
left Valley Forge Hospital to go
home on leave. They gave me a
hard time…yelling baby killer and
stuff like that.”
Among the medals Pink received

was a Silver Star, the third highest
honor awarded.

Pink served in the U.S. Army
1968 to 1970, and he said he had
an advantage of serving with sol-
diers he knew.
“I had an advantage of being de-

ployed as a unit, rather than as re-
placements. That wasn’t how
most went over there,” he ex-
plained. “Most were sent as a re-
placement. My group went over as
a unit. It was a nice way to go over
when you had to. That way you
knew most everyone and knew
each other before we got into
combat. After you were in com-
bat, you know most in your pla-
toon and company, but beyond
that didn’t get to meet anyone
else.

“The replacements that came in
got off at Saigon. A couple of
thousand replacements were sent
a week,” he continued.

Soldiers completed a one-year
tour of service in Vietnam, so
there was a constant rotation of
soldiers in and out.

“I was a machine gunner. The
gun weighed about 20 pounds and
the bullets for it weighed 5 pounds
a hundred, so it was all pretty
heavy,” said Pink, a U.S. Army
SPC4.

While Merchant and Pink were
fortunate to return home, 58,272
Vietnam veterans did not.
The War Memorial located at the

Cass City Municipal building at
the corner of Main and Seeger
streets lists those from the com-
munity who were killed in action
during the various wars. Those
whose names are engraved on the

wall who were killed in action
during the Vietnam War are Sgt.
E/5 David Graham, and SPC4
John P. Giddings.

Both Merchant and Pink said
they appreciate the recognition
Vietnam veterans are receiving
now.
Besides the two local events hon-

oring Vietnam veterans, there will
be a display of war memorabilia
from that era at Rawson Memorial
District Library in Cass City, and
there will be a Cass City Histori-
cal Society presentation on the
war Wednesday, Aug. 22, starting
at 7 p.m. in the library’s meeting
room.

Thumb men made the

greatest sacrifice of all

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Lest we forget…The Vietnam
War, which started in 1955 and
ended in 1975, touched every-
one’s life in one way or another.
During the war, 58,272 U.S. ser-

vicemen and women were killed.
It is estimated more than 1.1 mil-
lion North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong soldiers died along with
about 250,000 South Vietnamese
soldiers and more than two mil-
lion civilians.
The war memorial located at the

Cass City Municipal building lists
those from the community who
were killed in action during the
various wars. Among those who
died in action during the Vietnam
War were Sgt. E/5 David Graham,
and SPC4 John P. Giddings.

Those men were more than
names on a wall; they were some-
one’s son, brother, father, hus-
band, uncle, or friend.

Graham, 21, was killed May 11,
1968. He graduated from Ubly
High School in 1965 and entered
the Army May 9, 1967. He was
born Aug. 18, 1946, in East De-
troit.

He served with the 9th Infantry
Division, 3rd Battalion, 60th In-
fantry. He went overseas April 15,
1968, and had been in Vietnam for
less than a month when he was
killed.
Giddings, 19, who was born July

19, 1948, in Marlette, was killed
in action March 26, 1968, in Viet-
nam. He was gunner stationed
with the 1st Cavalry Division,

U.S. Army at the time of his death.
Giddings entered the Army in

December 1966, and arrived in
Vietnam May 23, 1967.

School open house on tap
CASS CITY — The Cass City School District will host an open house
Wednesday, Aug. 22, from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Parents are encouraged to bring their children to meet their teachers,
bring in any school supplies (including medications) they have, and ask
any questions they may have about bus routes, immunizations wand
other topics.
Those in attendance can also enter to win prizes and check out various

community resources available that support local families.

“Walk for a cure” scheduled
CARO — There will be a “United We Walk for a Cure” event Saturday,
Aug. 18, from 10 a.m. to midnight at the Caro High School track.
The event is being hosted by Relay for Life of Tuscola County to raise

money for the American Cancer Society.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Ear, Nose, 
Throat 
Specialist

Starting 
August 14th! 
Seeing patients
at Hills & Dales
ENT Clinic

Call to schedule 
an appt today 
989-912-6112

Also performing 
surgery at 
Hills & Dales  
General Hospital

Dr. Brian Perry
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THE “SUSPECT” in last week’s active shooting

drill at Hills and Dales General Hospital exits his

wife’s room and “shoots” a third hospital staff

member (below) before heading down the hallway.

Roughly 30 hospital staff members participated in

the drill, which was made even more realistic with

the use of blanks and mock wound make-up applied

by a moulage team.

CASS CITY Police officers Bill Strasz (left) and Jim

Freeman back-up the first team of officers sent in

to the hospital to search for the “suspect” during

last week’s active shooter exercise, which was held

on the second floor of the Cass City hospital.

Continued from page one.

Lessons learned during active shooter drill
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ally, confronting the suspect.
“Overall, the feeling was that it

was a very beneficial drill both for
us as an institution and for the po-
lice officers,” Danielle Blaine,
community relations director for
the Hills and Dales, commented
Friday.
“We haven’t completed a formal

plan (to better prepare for such an
emergency),” she added, “but
these are what are a priority based
on how things went:

“*We need to test the overhead
paging system for appropriate vol-
umes in all areas of the hospital.

*Look at options for door stops
that could be used in a situation
like this that would keep a patient
room door closed even with force.

*Discuss the importance of
checking in with base when vacat-
ing the facility, and not getting
into your vehicle and leaving.

*Staff need to be prepared to
fight if they have to; have a plan
and get creative with what you
can use as a weapon.

*You do not have to open the
door if you aren’t sure it’s the po-
lice – always ask for identifica-
tion.
*Don’t be nervous to call 911. If

anyone is making you uneasy with
their tone or in a situation, call.”

Although the drill did not inter-
fere with patient care and appoint-
ments, Hills and Dales President
and CEO Jean Anthony and her
staff put in considerable time and
effort prior to the exercise inform-
ing the community about would
be happening on that day.
“We know that seeing the police

at the hospital can be concerning,
so we (wanted) the public to know
about the drill,” Anthony said.

Among the goals of organizing
emergency exercises on a regular

basis is to encourage members of
the hospital staff to put some
thought into what could happen
and how they would respond. It
also gives local enforcement offi-
cers the opportunity to train.

“We’ve never done an active
shooter training and know the im-
portance of having our staff pre-
pared. The hospital continues to
focus on patient safety, as well as
the safety of employees and visi-
tors, and this drill is just one more
way to do this,” Blaine said.

Craig Bellew, vice president of
Outpatient Services and Hills and
Dales Safety Committee member,
added, “Hills and Dales has al-
ways worked diligently on patient
safety, and the safety of the hospi-
tal in its entirety.

“In the world we live in today,
we can never be too prepared for
a situation like this.  While we
hope that we will never encounter
an active shooter, we want to
make sure we are prepared if we
do,” Bellew said.
Anderson agreed. Preparation, he

said, is a key to reacting to active
shooter situations, which have oc-
curred in small towns and urban
areas alike across the nation.

Drills are important, he indi-
cated, because they have a way of
opening people’s eyes. “A lot of
people have the mentality that it’s
never going to happen ‘here’,” he
said.

Editor’s note: Some photos used
with this story were courtesy of
Hills and Dales General Hospital.
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Continued from page one.

ter, Mayville, said he had spoken with 14 other businesses that sell spir-
its, and they were all in favor of being allowed to begin offering Sunday
liquor sales.
Wingert estimated the loss of sales for just his store – due to the legal

restrictions — at about $300,000 a year.
Tuscola’s ban impacts businesses that are near the border with other

counties, including Huron and Sanilac, which both allow Sunday liquor
sales.
Although commissioners have the authority to make the change, they

voted three to two in December not to due to liability concerns.
In 1994, a similar ballot issue was placed before Tuscola County vot-

ers, who defeated the measure on a vote of 9,460 to 7,387.
Prior to last week’s vote, according to the Michigan Liquor Control

Commission, Tuscola and Hillsdale counties were the only counties,
along with a few individual municipalities across the state, that prohib-
ited Sunday packaged liquor sales.

Medical care

Voters also overwhelmingly approved another countywide proposal
— renewal of .25 of a mill for the next 10 years to help fund operations
at the Tuscola County Medical Care Facility in Caro.
The vote was 7,876 to 3,618.
The tax generates an estimated $434,465 annually and costs the owner

of an $80,000 home roughly $10 a year.

State races

In other election results last week, Republican Attorney General Bill
Schuette moves on to square off against Democrat Gretchen Whitmer
in November. Schuette emerged the victor in the Republican primary
over Lt. Gov. Brian Calley, Patrick Colbert and Jim Hines. Whitmer de-
feated Shri Thanedar and Abdul El-Sayed in the Democratic primary.
In a U.S. Senate race, incumbent Debbie Stabenow (D) will face John

James (R) in November, while incumbent Dan Kildee (D) will face
Travis Wines in the fall in the U.S. House race in District 5, and Re-
publican Paul Mitchell will square off against Kimberly Bison in No-
vember in the District 10 Congressional race.

Closer to home, Republican Phil Green edged out Matthew Bierlein
and Dean Smith in the race to represent the 84th District (Tuscola and
Huron counties) in the Michigan House of Representatives. Green will
face Democrat William Shoop in the general election.
In another hotly contested race, Republican Kevin Daley emerged vic-

torious and will face Democrat Cynthia Luczak in the race for the 31st
District Senate seat representing Bay, Tuscola and Lapeer counties.

Mary Drier contributed to this report.

Election 2018

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It was a busy – and for a host of area townships, successful – primary
election day in Tuscola County.
Roughly 30 percent of the county’s registered voters turned out to cast

ballots. And they were generous, approving a slew of funding requests
— most of them special millages for specific purposes – including 21
local measures submitted by various units of government.

In addition, voters in the Cass City area supported renewal of a tax
levy of .35 of a mill for four years, through 2022, to continuing funding
services provided by Rawson Memorial District Library.

The final vote was 895 to 303, with Elkland, Elmwood and Novesta
townships all supporting the request.
The tax is expected to raise about $57,000 next year. For the owner of

a home with a market value of $80,000, the millage costs roughly $14
annually.

Elkland Township

Among the local units of government asking for and receiving citizen
support for road funding was Elkland Township, where voters approved
a one-mill increase for road construction, improvement and mainte-
nance over the next six years. The vote was 477 to 207.
“After years of seeing township revenues decline, and the cost of our

road work increase, the Elkland Township Board decided that we need
to join (other) Tuscola County townships in putting a road millage on
the…ballot,” said Elkland Township Clerk Ed LaBelle.

“Resurfacing of our existing paved roads has increased substantially
in the past few years (along) with gravel work that is needed to keep
our roads in good condition,” LaBelle added.
The tax will raise roughly $80,000 in the first year and cost the owner

of an $80,000 home roughly $40 annually.

Other townships

In Ellington Township, voters approved a pair of millage renewal re-
quests, including three mills for five years to fund construction, preser-
vation, improvement, repairs and maintenance of township roads. The
measure passed, 180 to 140.
Three mills generates about $115,000 annually and costs the owner of

an $80,000 home roughly $120 annually.
In addition, Ellington Township voters said “yes” by a vote of 220 to

113 to the proposed renewal of one mill for five years for fire protection
services provided via contracts with other area municipalities, including
Elkland Township and the city of Caro.

The tax adds up to about $38,000 a year, costing the owner of an
$80,000 home $40 annually.

Elmwood Township residents, meanwhile, supported two millage re-
quests. A proposed one-mill increase for 10 years for the construction,
preservation, improvement, repairs and maintenance of township roads
passed, 136 to 104.

The tax will raise an estimated $41,000 a year and cost the owner of
an $80,000 home about $40 annually.

Township officials also asked residents to support renewal of 1.4985
mills for 10 years, also for road construction, repair and maintenance.
The renewal, approved on a vote of 151-90, generates about $62,500
annually, costing the owner of an $80,000 home roughly $60 a year.

Also in the Cass City area, residents in Novesta Township approved
renewal of one mill for four years to fund ditching, grading, graveling
and paving of township roads. The request passed, 221 to 95.

The millage raises roughly $35,800 annually and costs the owner of
an $80,000 home about $40 a year.

Area voters support millage for

library, township road upgrades

Voters approve Sunday sales 

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Gary Bader 
989-553-0236

Still needs a new family!         Stately home in 
Cass City 4 bedroom, 2 bath, large family room 

with gas fireplace, central air.  
Immediate possession $124,900
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CASS CITY photographer Cheryl Viney Osentoski has a knack for capturing

the beauty nature has to offer residents in the Thumb – from insects to wildlife

to picturesque rural landscapes — and this photo is a great example. Osentoski

says she spotted the swallowtail butterfly in a field next to her home.

NRC addresses CWD,
asks the DNR to move
ahead on APR survey
of Thumb sportsmen
The Michigan Natural Resources Commission last week approved new

deer hunting regulations – including a ban on baiting and feeding across
the Lower Peninsula starting next year — aimed at slowing the spread
of chronic wasting disease (CWD).

During its meeting Thursday in Lansing, the commission also asked
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to move forward
with a pair of mandatory antler point restriction proposals, including a
hunter-submitted plan for mandatory antler point restrictions in Huron,
Tuscola, Sanilac, St. Clair and Lapeer counties.

If hunter surveys support this regulation and specific department
guidelines are met, it would be implemented in 2019.

A previous effort by quality deer management enthusiasts to impose
mandatory point restrictions in Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties
failed in 2001. A grassroots group calling itself the United Sportsmen’s
Alliance (USA) organized in response to the effort. The group’s position
doesn’t oppose volunteer APR efforts – only mandatory restrictions.
The NRC’s focus last week was primarily on measures to combat the

spread of CWD in the state. The action came after months of commis-
sion members and DNR staff hearing from hunters, residents and others
interested in the long-term health of Michigan’s deer population.
“We hope that by setting these specific CWD regulations we can limit

the movement of this disease in Michigan,” said Vicki Pontz, NRC
chairperson. “We appreciate all the comments we have received from
across the state. Michigan hunters are very passionate about deer and
deer hunting, and I look forward to working with them as we continue
to confront this threat to wildlife and our valued hunting tradition.”
CWD is a fatal neurological (brain and nervous system) disease found

in cervids – deer, elk and moose. The disease attacks the brains of in-
fected animals and produces small lesions that result in death. There is
no cure; once an animal is infected, it will die.
The disease first was discovered in Michigan in a free-ranging deer in

May 2015. To-date, more than 31,000 deer in Michigan have been
tested for chronic wasting disease, and CWD has been confirmed in 60
free-ranging deer in six Michigan counties: Clinton, Ingham, Ionia,
Jackson, Kent and Montcalm.
The approved deer hunting regulations, which will be in effect for the

2018 deer seasons unless noted otherwise, include:
*Reduced the four-point-on-one-side antler requirement on the re-

stricted tag of the combination license in the 16-county CWD Manage-
ment Zone. Under the new regulation, a hunter in the CWD
Management Zone can use the restricted tag of the combination license

to harvest a buck with antlers as long as it has at least one 3-inch antler.
*Created a discounted antlerless license opportunity in the CWD Man-

agement Zone on private land; if purchased, the license will expire Nov.
4, 2018.
*Effective immediately, a statewide ban on the use of all natural cervid

urine-based lures and attractants, except for lures that are approved by
the Archery Trade Association.
*An immediate ban on baiting and feeding in the 16-county area iden-

tified as the CWD Management Zone. This area includes Calhoun, Clin-
ton, Eaton, Gratiot, Hillsdale, Ingham, Ionia, Isabella, Jackson, Kent,
Mecosta, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, Ottawa and Shiawassee
counties.

*A ban on baiting and feeding in the Lower Peninsula, effective Jan.
31, 2019, with an exception to this ban for hunters with disabilities who
meet specific requirements. The start date on this regulation is intended
to allow bait producers and retailers time to adjust to the new rule.

*Effective immediately in the CWD Management Zone and four-
county bovine tuberculosis area (in Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency and
Oscoda counties), hunters with disabilities who meet specific require-
ments can now use 2 gallons of single-bite bait, such as shelled corn,
during the Liberty and Independence hunts.
*Allowance of all legal firearms to be used in muzzleloader season in

the CWD Management Zone.
*A purchase limit of 10 private-land antlerless licenses per hunter in

the CWD Management Zone.
*Restrictions on deer carcass movement in the five-county CWD Core

Area (Ionia, Kent, Mecosta, Montcalm and Newaygo counties) and the
CWD Management Zone.

*Antlerless options on deer licenses/combo licenses during firearms
seasons in the five-county CWD Core Area.
*Expansion of early and late antlerless seasons in select counties.
*Changes to regulations regarding wildlife rehabilitators.
NRC officials said the new regulations come after much collaborative

work to better understand the scope and pathways of CWD and best
management actions. In October 2017, Michigan hosted a CWD sym-
posium that brought together roughly 200 wildlife scientists and other
experts from across the country.

Shortly after the symposium, the DNR and NRC announced the cre-
ation of a nine-member Chronic Wasting Disease Working Group. This
group was charged with developing recommendations on additional
steps and actions to substantially mitigate CWD in Michigan, and in
January presented initial recommendations centered around messaging,
partnership funding, regional management, and the importance of con-
tinuing a solid science-based approach.

Throughout April and May of this year, the DNR hosted a series of
public engagement meetings in Bay City, Cadillac, Detroit, DeWitt,
Gaylord, Houghton, Iron Mountain, Kalamazoo, Marquette, Newberry
and Rockford.

During this outreach period, more than 650 peopled attend public en-
gagement meetings, and the DNR received comments and suggestions
via 361 hard-copy surveys and 135 online surveys.


