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William Audley and Mary Lena RawsonPlease turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

If you’ve visited the library in
Cass City, you’re probably famil-
iar with the Rawson family name,
but you may not be aware of the
depth of the Rawson family
legacy, both within Cass City and
far beyond the community’s bor-
ders.
It’s a legacy of generosity dating

back nearly six decades, one that
is still giving back today and is ex-
pected to benefit thousands of
lives for many years to come.

“The Rawson Foundation is
coming up on 60 years of helping
Cass City, students of Cass City
and assisting special child impov-
erished programs throughout the
world,” said Ken Micklash, exec-

utive director of the Tuscola
County Community Foundation,
which has maintained the Rawson
Foundation since 2009.
In just the past decade, the foun-

dation’s contributions have in-
cluded more than $70,000 in
college tuition costs for a host of
Cass City High School seniors,
more than $20,000 to assist im-
poverished children throughout
the world through charitable or-
ganizations such as Childfund In-
ternational, a $75,000 pledge over
five years to support the expan-
sion/upgrades now underway at
Hills and Dales General Hospital
in Cass City, and a $3,000 gift for
renovations to the Cass City
Playscape.

“The Rawson Foundation is an
endowment fund which will con-

tinue to support these needs
now and into the future – for-
ever,” Micklash said.

William Audley Rawson and
is wife, Mary Lena Rawson, es-
tablished the foundation in De-
cember 1959 to benefit
religious, charitable and educa-
tion purposes.

The Rawsons also served on
the foundation’s original board
of directors as president and
secretary, respectively, along
with their son Dr. Delbert E.
Rawson, vice president, and
Fred Auten, treasurer. Later, a
number of others would serve,
including Art Holmberg, Doug
Herringshaw and Robert
Tuckey.

Originally from Marlette,

Giving back: Rawson family
legacy spans nearly 6 decades

Cass City man, 22,
killed in accident
while changing tire 

Thumb woman charged
with stabbing son-in-law

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A 22-year-old Cass City man lost his life when he and another Thumb
resident were struck by a vehicle while changing a tire in Sanilac
County’s Lamotte Township last Wednesday night.
Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies identified the victim as 22-year-old

Tristan Kuntz.
Deputies said the accident was reported on West Sanilac Road, near

Germania Road, shortly after 11 p.m.

“Preliminary investigation indicated that a westbound 2005 Ford Ex-
plorer driven by a 33-year-old male from Sandusky struck two male
subjects that were changing a tire on the shoulder of the westbound
lane,” said Sanilac County Undersheriff Brad Roff, who identified the
two men as Kuntz and Devan Kluger, 21, of Bad Axe.
“It does appear the two male subjects were in the roadway when they

were struck. A third subject — 19-year-old Logan Schank of Cass City
— was standing behind the vehicle while the other two were changing
the tire and was not injured,” he added. “The 2010 Ford Fusion with
the flat driver’s side rear tire also had a defective tail light and did not
have its four-ways (flashers) on when the accident occurred.”
Roff said deputies began administering CPR when they arrived at the

scene. However, Kuntz was later pronounced dead.

Kluger was transported to Marlete Regional Hospital by Marlette EMS
and later transferred to Lapeer McLaren Hospital, where he was still
listed as a patient Monday.
Investigators, who have not released the name of the driver from San-

dusky, said alcohol was not a factor in the crash, which remains under
investigation.
“It was reported at the time of the crash there was an eastbound vehicle

that met the westbound Explorer at the point of impact with the pedes-
trians,” Roff said. “Anyone with information is asked to contact Sgt.
Shelly Park at (810) 648-2000 (ext. 2).”

Assisting deputies at the scene were a Michigan State Police (MSP)
Accident Investigation Team, troopers from the MSP post in Caro, San-
dusky police and the Lamotte Township Fire Department.

Fundraising underway for pool

Please turn to page 2.

City earlier this summer were
only temporary, and while village
officials are looking at long-term
solutions, a pair of trustees are
forging ahead with a plan of ac-

tion focused on securing dona-
tions for the project.

Village Manager Debbie Powell
has suggested a number of possi-
ble options regarding the 42-year-
old community pool, including
doing nothing and closing the
pool, committing to renovations
that would cost an estimated
$250,000, constructing a new pool
at a cost of $600,000 to $700,000,
and renovating the pool as well as
adding a “splash pad”.

The cost of the splash pad is es-
timated at about $150,000, and the
project would be eligible for grant
funding.
The pool closed June 1 following

complaints of scrapes and cuts to
swimmers’ feet. The pool was
drained, the liner patched, stairs
re-covered and paint applied to the
tiles to keep them from further de-
teriorating. The pool staff resumed
normal operations in mid-June.

During a recent village council
meeting, Erica Martin, pool man-
ager, urged officials to take other
issues at the pool into considera-
tion when making their decision.

“The pool is not only in bad

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies say a woman allegedly assaulted
her son-in-law with a knife during a reported family dispute in the

county early last week.
Undersheriff Brad Roff said the suspect, iden-

tified as the victim’s mother-in-law, 61-year-old
Suzanne Pond, has been arraigned on felony
charges of assault with intent to murder and as-
sault with a dangerous weapon (felonious as-
sault) in connection with the attack.
Bond for Pond was set at $500,000 cash/surety

during her arraignment in Sanilac County Dis-
trict Court. She remains in custody, and her next
court appearance was scheduled for Tuesday,

Aug. 14.

Sanilac woman dies in
three-vehicle accident

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A three-vehicle collision in Sanilac County’s Evergreen Township
claimed the life of a Deckerville woman last Wednesday.

Troopers from the Michigan State Police post in Caro responded to
the scene – the intersection of Deckerville and Germania roads – at
about 4:40 p.m., according to Special First Lt. David Kaiser, public re-
lations officer for the MSP Third District Headquarters in Flint.

“A 57-year-old female from Deckerville was traveling north on Ger-
mania Road when she failed to stop at a signed intersection,” Kaiser re-
ported. “The female’s vehicle collided with a vehicle traveling west on
Deckerville Road. That vehicle was operated by a 65-year-old female,
also from Deckerville.”
Following the impact, Kaiser said, one of the vehicles collided with a

third vehicle — driven by a 22-year-old male from Snover — that was
stopped at the intersection.

“The 57-year-old female was transported by EMS to Covenant Hos-

MSP TROOPER Nicole Dhooghe offers a wristband to four-year-old Oliver Pearcy,

who along with his sister, Maggie, 6, and mom, Angie Pearcy, Caro, were among

dozens of Tuscola County residents who attended the annual Night Out event Thurs-

day in Caro. The free, three-hour event is an open house of sorts that gives citizens

an opportunity to interact with the local law enforcement and other emergency re-

sponse personnel that serve them 24/7, 365 days a year. See story, more photos, page

16.

Suzanne Pond

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The repairs completed at Helen
Stevens Memorial Pool in Cass
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West Nile virus confirmed
in Sanilac Co. blood donor

Fundraising underway for village pool

Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS)
officials and the Sanilac County
Health Department have con-
firmed the first human West Nile
virus (WNV) infection for 2018
after a blood donor in Sanilac
County tested positive for the
mosquito-borne virus.
“This is an important reminder to

stay vigilant and protect against
mosquito bites throughout the
summer and into the fall,” said Dr.
Eden Wells, MDHHS chief med-
ical executive. “Residents should
use insect repellent, drain standing
water around the home and take
extra care during peak mosquito-
biting hours between dusk and
dawn.”
Blood donations are screened for

West Nile prior to distribution to
ensure that the blood supply is
safe from the virus. Blood dona-
tions that test positive for West
Nile virus are discarded and not
used for transfusions.
Currently, the donor is not report-

ing any illness, health officials
said.

Most people who become in-
fected with West Nile virus will
not develop any symptoms. How-

ever, some become sick three to
15 days after exposure. About one
in five infected persons will have
mild illness which may include
fever, headache, body aches, joint
pain, vomiting diarrhea or rash.
About one in 150 infected people

will become severely ill. Severe
symptoms of WNV are associated
with encephalitis or meningitis,
and may include a stiff neck, stu-
por, disorientation, coma, tremors,
muscle weakness, convulsions
and paralysis. People 60 and older
are more susceptible to severe
WNV disease symptoms.

Bites from Culex pipiens, or the
northern house mosquito, are the
primary cause of WNV human in-
fections in Michigan.
The mosquitoes become infected

with WNV when they bite an in-
fected bird. Hot weather is favor-
able for mosquitoes, shortening
the time for them to develop from
egg to adult, and small pools of
stagnant water provide the perfect
habitat for Culex mosquitoes to
lay eggs.

To-date, 20 birds and 24 mos-
quito pools have tested positive
for WNV in Michigan. Visit
Michigan.gov/westnilevirus to

find maps of current WNV activ-
ity in Michigan by county.

Residents can stay healthy by
using simple, effective strategies
to protect themselves and their
families.  The following steps are
recommended to avoid WNV and
other mosquito-borne diseases:

*Apply insect repellents that
contain the active ingredient
DEET, or other EPA-approved
products to exposed skin or cloth-
ing, and always following the
manufacturer’s directions for use.

*Wear light colored, long-
sleeved shirts and long pants
when outdoors. Apply insect re-
pellent to clothing to help prevent
bites.

*Maintain window and door
screening to help keep mosquitoes
outside.

*Empty water from mosquito
breeding sites around the home,
such as buckets, unused kiddie
pools, old tires or similar sites
where mosquitoes lay eggs.

For more information and sur-
veillance activity about West Nile
virus and other mosquito-borne
viruses, visit Michigan.gov/west-
nilevirus.

Continued from page one.

shape…we need a new liner and
cement fixed. The girls’ lockers
need attention. Their locker room
is looking rough. The boys’ lock-
ers room was done this summer,”
said Martin. “I think it would be a
good idea at the end of summer to
take a tour to look things over.”

Martin also pointed out that the
pool’s key uses are recreation,
lessens and exercise.

“A slash pad would be nice, but
at the same time parents are going
to take their kids to bigger and
better places as well — Franken-
muth and Bay City — so keep that
in mind. Unless we are going to
do something of a decent size, will
it (splash pad) be worth it?” she
asked.

“Our main thing is lessons and
time in the water. While it (a
splash pad) would be nice, you
have to think about maintenance.
Are we going to have the money
to fix it?”

Trustee Rob Piaskowski, a mem-
ber of the village’s parks and
recreation committee, says repairs
should be the main concern.

“We had a meeting of parks and
rec, and it was decided to move
forward with repairs of the pool as
phase one, and a second phase for
the splash pad,” said Piaskowski.
“We will have to do fundraising
(for the pad). The pool needs to be
fixed first.”

During discussion, Trustee
Nancy Barrios noted that when
the city of Marlette constructed its
splash pad, officials were able to

include the cost of pool repairs in
a grant, and that should be taken
into consideration.

“It is hard to get grants for just
pool maintenance,” said Powell,
who indicated adding another
component – such as a splash pad
– could open the door for other al-
locations and grants.

“We definitely want to repair the
pool and then move forward with
the splash pad,” said Piaskowski,
who made that a motion, which
the council unanimously sup-
ported.

Powell said she is exploring
DNR grants as well as funding
that could be available from local
foundations, and she contacted
Hills and Dales General Hospital
officials to learn more about how
the hospital has secured funding
for projects.

Council members agreed to form
a committee to work on fundrais-
ing for the pool. However, Pi-
askowski and fellow Trustee Tom
Herron have decided to take their
own approach to the issue.

“The pool was built in 1976. It
has served the community well. It
is an asset. It is up to us to pre-
serve it. Three generations of
some families have used it, so it’s
a big part of families, the commu-
nity and the Thumb,” Herron said
in an interview with the Chroni-
cle.

“Grants are great and they help,
but there are only certain times
they can be applied for and re-
ceived, and even then, there is no
guarantee you get them,” he
added. “The pool can’t wait. It

needs repairs now and the money
is needed now to do them.”
Herron and Piaskowski indicated

they feel now is the time to col-
lect.  

“The pool is open now and being
used. When people hear that it
could be closed, they are going to
want to save it,” said Piaskowski.

He and Herron are asking resi-
dents from throughout the area to
consider making a donation now.
Checks can be made out to the vil-
lage of Cass City and designated
for the “pool fund” and mailed to
the village of Cass City, 6506
Main St, Cass City, MI 48726, or
they can be dropped off at the mu-
nicipal building, located at the
corner of Main and Seeger streets.

“My kids and grandkids and my
nephew’s kids have used the pool.
There are a lot of other families
who have used the pool for multi-
generations. They come from as
far away as Harbor Beach,” said
Piaskowski. “I think once the
word gets out about how badly the
pool repairs are needed, people
will help.”

The estimated cost to stabilize
the pool is about $250,000. The
pool was originally built with a
cement base, and when that
started to age, a vinyl liner was in-
stalled. Now, the liner is starting
to fail.

“There is water getting behind
the liner and it has to be pumped
out every few days,” Herron ex-
plained. “The idea of a splash pad
is nice, but the pool is the most
important.”

Herron and Piaskowski welcome
calls from residents interested in
donating or learning more about
the project. Herron can be reached
at (989) 670-9281 and Piaskowski
at (989) 872-4335.

The Tuscola County Parks and
Recreation Commission have
passed a resolution of support for
grants if Cass City submits a re-
quest for structural repairs and
physical improvements for the
Cass City pool, according to com-
mission Chair Robert McKay,
who says the facility’s value
reaches beyond the village’s bor-
ders.

The resolution says the commis-
sion “strongly supports and fully
endorses the village of Cass City’s
Helen Stevens Memorial Pool re-
pair and modernization initiative,
an effort that will not only con-
tribute noticeably to the quality of
life in Cass City, but serve as the
regional center of swimming in-
struction for youth from Tuscola,
Huron, and Sanilac counties.”

Aside from the independent
fundraising plan developed by
Herron and Piaskowski, donations
for the reconstruction and repair
of the Cass City pool can be sent
to the Tuscola County Community
Foundation in care of the Friends
of Cass City Park. Residents who
are willing to volunteer to help
with fundraising efforts are asked
to call the Cass City Municipal
Building at (989) 872-2911.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

What would Jimmy Buffet do?

I’m hoping that if he won’t come to Caseville, he
will build one of his Margarita Villages in Caseville.
That would be great.

I can’t help but wonder if the signs for his condos
say: “Put your toes in the water, keep a cold drink in
your hand while your butt sits in the sand.” So, if you
are getting older, come on over for some fun where
you grow older but you don’t have to grow up.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The annual Cheeseburger in Caseville festival will
mark its 20th anniversary this year, Aug. 10-19.

Seeing as how this celebration will be a milestone
for the event, will this be the year Jimmy Buffet stops
rebuffing the festival that embraces his sand-and-surf
motto?

The celebration is based around Jimmy’s Cheese-
burger in Paradise song’s theme. It’s a festival that
celebrates cheeseburgers with fun in the sun. There
are a wide variety of events: arts and crafts of all
kinds, a variety of entertainment, events for children,
a unique parade, lots of cheeseburgers, and much
more.
I’m sure if Jimmy ever did show up he would have

a good time. I know I have.
Jimmy was right about cheeseburgers being, indeed,

heaven on earth with a slice of onion, lettuce and
tomato.

I’ve always admired his carefree lifestyle of being
a beach bum, soaking up the sun. I have always
wanted to live on an island. Back when I used to
work full time, each weekend I would dream of the
island life along with native boys to serve me food
and drink. Despite my dreams, Monday would arrive.
On Monday it was back to reality — no change in
latitude of where I was and no changes in my attitude
of wanting to be somewhere else and doing some-
thing different.

I’ve sung Jimmy’s songs with gusto and lived out
some of his lyrics.

Back in the day, I would get a call in the middle of
the night from a friend. No words were spoken. There
was just the sound of a blender running. That sound
would send me running to her place for “midnight
margaritas” when she couldn’t sleep, and we needed
a girls’ night of talking because there really was
“some man to blame.”

Besides being the king of Parrot-heads, James
William Buffett is also an author, actor and business-
man. He owns restaurants. He is also into building
condos. He is building his own Margarita Villages
that are, of course, Jimmy Buffett-themed resorts,
from what I have heard.

Foster parents play
key role in kids’ lives

Making the decision to become a foster parent isn’t
an easy one, considering the responsibility and
change the role brings, but the impact adults have on
the little ones and teens they care for can make a pos-
itive difference that will last a lifetime.

That’s the message officials with the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Services (MDHHS),
continue to share week in and week out as they work
to meet the demand for foster parents by inviting area
residents to explore the idea of getting involved.

The prospect of accepting responsibility for young-
sters in need can seem intimidating, but the MDHHS
is standing by, ready and willing to guide qualified
adults through the process of becoming licensed fos-
ter parents.
“When children are unable to stay with their families

because of safety concerns, foster parents step up to
provide love, consistency and support,” said Nick
Lyon, MDHHS director.

“Foster parents play a critical role in communities
across the state, and by adding additional licensed
foster families we have a greater opportunity to match
a child with the best possible family and keep them in
their community with their familiar school and sur-
roundings,” he added.

In Michigan, MDHHS needs foster parents to pro-
vide care and safety to a wide array of children of all
ages. MDHHS encourages those who love children
and have a big heart, to consider these four reasons
to become a foster parent:

*Transform a child’s life — Welcoming a child into
a safe and loving home environment can improve
well-being, help with separation and brighten a
child’s future.

*Receive support along the way — Foster parents
are not alone when they become licensed. In fact, they
receive training, support services, foster care pay-
ments and support from an entire community.

*Keep children in their community — In Michigan
alone, there are thousands of children in the foster
care system.
When children enter foster care, they face many un-

certainties. They have to leave their homes and fam-
ilies, and they may have to move to an unfamiliar
community. By becoming a foster parent, you can help
keep children in their community and school.
*Strengthen the foster care system — The foster care

system relies on strong, good-hearted, responsible
foster parents. With each licensed foster parent or
family, we add greater options and diversity to best
serve children in care.

In Michigan, there are approximately 13,000 chil-
dren in foster care and 300 children who still need an
adoptive family. MDHHS needs foster parents to pro-
vide a safe, nurturing home for these children until
they can be safely returned to their families.
The first step to becoming a foster parent is contact-

ing a “foster care navigator” — experienced foster
parents who can answer questions, help individuals
find an agency that’s right for them and provide guid-
ance along their journey to becoming a foster parent.
They can be reached at 855-MICHKIDS.

To learn more about foster care, visit www.michi-
gan.gov/hopeforahome.
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Spruce up your landscape by joining the Arbor Day
Foundation
in August.

Everyone who joins the non-profit Arbor Day
Foundation with a $10 donation will receive 10 free
Colorado blue spruce trees or 10 white flowering
dogwood trees through the foundation’s Trees for
America campaign.

The trees will be shipped postpaid between Oct.
15 and Dec. 10, depending on the right time for
planting in each member’s area. The 6- to 12-inch
trees are guaranteed to grow or they will be replaced
free of charge.

“Colorado blue spruce trees truly provide year-
round beauty for any landscape,” said Matt Harris,
chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Dog-
wood trees will add color and beauty to your yard
throughout the year, with their showy spring flow-
ers, scarlet autumn foliage, and red berries that at-
tract songbirds in the winter.”

New members of the Arbor Day Foundation will
also receive The Tree Book, which includes infor-
mation about tree planting and care, and a subscrip-
tion to Arbor Day, the Foundation’s bimonthly
publication.

To receive the free Colorado blue spruce trees,
send a $10 membership contribution to: Ten Free
Blue Spruces OR Ten Free Dogwood, Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE
68410, by August 31, 2018, or join online at arbor-
day.org/august.

**********   

ASSE International Student Exchange Programs
(ASSE), in cooperation with Cass City Schools, is
looking for local families to host boys and girls be-
tween the ages of 15 to 18 from a variety of coun-
tries, including Norway, Denmark, Spain, Italy and
Japan.
The exchange students have pocket money for per-

sonal expenses and full health, accident and liability
insurance. ASSE students are selected based on ac-
ademics and personality, and host families can
choose their students from a wide variety of back-
grounds, countries and personel interests. 
To become an ASSE host family or to find out how

to become involved with ASSE in our community,
please call the ASSE Eastern Regional Office at 1-
800-677-2773 or go to www.host.asse.com to begin
your host family application.

**********

With the Affordable Care Act remaining in effect
and the CDC reporting that over 88 percent of the
population has a regular place to go for medical
care, the personal-finance website WalletHub today
released its report on 2018’s Best and Worst States
for Health Care.
In order to determine where Americans receive the

highest-quality services at the best prices, Wal-
letHub compared the 50 states and the District of
Columbia across 40 key measures of health care
cost, accessibility and outcome. The data set ranges
from average monthly insurance premium to physi-
cians per capita to share of insured population.

Topping the list was Vermont, while Louisiana
ranked last. Also in best versus worse comparisons:

* Massachusetts has the lowest average monthly
health-insurance premium, $290, which is 3.6 times
lower than in Alaska, the highest at $1,041.
* California has the highest retention rate for med-

ical residents, 70.4 percent, which is 4.3 times
higher than in the District of Columbia, the lowest
at 16.4 percent.

* Vermont has the lowest number of infant mor-
talities (per 1,000 live births), three, which is three
times lower than in Alabama, the highest at nine.

* West Virginia has the lowest share of at-risk
adults without a routine doctor visit in the past two
years, 9 percent, which is 1.9 times lower than in
Oregon, the highest at 16.9 percent.

**********

If you walk, run, bike or anything else on Cass City
Public Schools property, Ruth Fluegge advises to
take notice:  a pesticide application, 41%
Glyphosate, similar to Roundup, is scheduled for
the entire Cass City Public Schools district Monday
- Wednesday, August 13-15, 2018.  We will be
spraying for weed control in parking lots, sidewalk
edging and fencing.  Any questions call (989) 872-
2200. 

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Amen to grocery column

To the editor of the Cass City Chronicle,
Tom – I have one word to say about your column

on the grocery store: Amen!

Mick Kirn
Cass City  
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Deputies investigating shots fired
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment investigators are continuing
their probe into a recent incident
in which an unknown suspect
fired shots at and hit a motor ve-
hicle in Huron County’s Grant
Township.

The incident was originally re-
ported during the late evening
hours of July 27, according to
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson. He re-
ported deputies responded to a
residence at 4693 Kilmanagh
Road, where they met with the

victim, 52-year-old Susan Weiss.
“Weiss reported that her back

window was broken out, by what
she believed to be beer bottles
being thrown at her vehicle as she
drove by her neighbors,” Hanson
said. “She didn’t know who was
doing it, but left the immediate
area, then decided to return home
because her boyfriend was there.
“Sgt. Kadar arrived on scene and

determined that it wasn’t beer bot-
tles that had been thrown, but in-
stead the back window had been
shot out. He retrieved evidence
from the vehicle, which included
bullets,” Hanson added, noting

deputies along with the Elkton
Village police officers went to the
neighbor’s and contacted the oc-
cupants.

“Handgun bullet casings were
found at the end of the driveway,
and other circumstances allowed
for a search warrant to be ob-
tained.  That warrant was exe-
cuted on the neighbor’s house, but
no suspect weapon was found,”
Hanson said.

“Evidence is being sent to the
crime lab. Further investigation
has continued and will be ongo-
ing.”

Pigeon man arrested on drug charge
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
last week arrested a Thumb man
wanted on charges that include
drug trafficking.

Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said the
arrest took place Tuesday, when

officers arrested Kristopher L. Os-
entoski, 28, of Pigeon, on a felony
warrant for selling/delivery of
heroin in Huron County.

“This warrant was the result of
an investigation conducted by our
office, which involved heroin
being sold in Caseville in June,”
Hanson explained. “He was also

arrested on two other non-related
felony warrants for uttering and
publishing. These warrants were
the result of an investigation con-
ducted by our office involving
checks in May of this year.”

The suspect was lodged in the
Huron County Jail, and bond was
set at $5,000 cash.

Investigators did not release the
name of the victim, who was seri-
ously injured in the attack. He was
identified only as a 43-year-old
Peck area man.

According to Roff, the July 30
assault was reported shortly after
12 a.m. in the 6500 block of Paldi
Road in Speaker Township after a
witness called 911 regarding a
family dispute involving a male
subject who had just been stabbed
at that residence by his mother-in-
law.

Continued from page one.

Sanilac Co. woman charged in knife attack

“Deputies responded to the resi-
dence and were advised that the
male victim was being transported
to Marlette Regional Hospital by
private vehicle for treatment,”
Roff said.

“It was determined through the
initial investigation that the vic-
tim’s 19-year-old daughter pro-
vided life-saving first aid by
applying pressure to the stab
wound. Sheriff’s deputies secured
the scene and contacted sheriff’s
detectives, who responded to the
scene and Marlette Hospital to in-
terview the victim and witnesses,”

he added.
The victim was later transported

to a Saginaw area hospital for fur-
ther treatment, according to re-
ports, but information related to
his condition was not available.

Detective Sgt. Nate Smith said
that Pond was arrested at the scene
and the weapon was recovered
without further incident.

The incident remains under in-
vestigation.

Roff noted deputies were assisted
at the scene by the Croswell and
Marlette police departments.
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Fire fighter injured in accident
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

An Elkland Township fire fighter
suffered minor injuries in a two-
vehicle crash in Cass City last
week that ended in the arrest of
the other driver.

The collision was reported at
about 11:45 p.m. Tuesday, accord-
ing to the Cass City Police Depart-

ment.
Reports state Kevin L. Gotwalt,

30, Cass City, told officers he was
eastbound on Main Street, on his
way to the Elkland Township Fire
Hall, responding to a fire call,
when a northbound vehicle failed
to stop at the intersection of
Brooker Street, pulled into his
path and collided with his vehicle.

The other driver was identified

as Leonel Martinez-Munoz, 26,
Dallas Texas, according to reports,
which state officers arrested him
on suspicion of operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence
of liquor.

Gotwalt was transported to Hills
and Dales General Hospital,
where he was treated and later re-
leased.

Cyclist suffers multiple injuries
in Saturday afternoon collision

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A motorcyclist suffered serious
injuries in a collision with another
vehicle late Saturday afternoon at
the intersection of Cass City Road
(M-81) and VanDyke Road (M-
53).

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies were dispatched to the
scene at about 5 p.m., according to
Undersheriff Brad Roff.
“A 2006 Harley Davidson motor-

cycle being driven by 59-year-old

Suzanne Browne of Royal Oak
was traveling southbound on M-
53. The motorcycle pulled onto
the shoulder of the roadway be-
fore making a U-turn in front of a
2014 Buick Enclave, which was
being driven southbound by 27-
year-old Stacy Binelli of Or-
tonville,” Roff said.
Browne, who was ejected during

the collision, suffered multiple in-
juries, Roff added, noting she was
treated at the scene by Marlette
EMS personnel and then airlifted
by FlightCare Helicopter to St.

Mary’s Hospital in Saginaw. The
driver of the Buick Enclave was
not injured in the accident.

Deputies were assisted at the
scene by the Cass City Police De-
partment, troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in
Caro, and the Elkland Township
Fire Department.

“Alcohol was not a factor in the
accident, and the driver of the mo-
torcycle was not wearing a helmet
at the time of the accident,” Roff
said.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Media the enemy
of people? Nope

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Cass City native son and former
Astronaut Brewster Shaw re-
turned to his hometown over the
weekend to attend the 50th re-
union of the Cass City High
School Class of 1963, held Sat-
urday at Rolling Hills Golf
Course. Shaw was presented a
copy of the recently-published
local history book for children,
by the Cass City Area Historical
Society, represented by Tyler
Perry. During his government ca-
reer, Shaw served as a combat
fighter pilot, test pilot and Space
Shuttle astronaut and program
manager. He flew three shuttle
missions; as pilot (November
1983) and commander (Novem-
ber 1985 and August 1989). He
also played a key role in return-
ing the shuttle to light following
the Challenger tragedy, leading
the Space Shuttle Orbiter Return-
to-Flight Team.

Jacob Ballard of Cass City was
recently named to the dean’s list
at Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, Terre Haute, Ind. A
Cass City High School graduate,
Ballard is the son of Anne and
Steve Ballard, 

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Alan Leslie sold a steer at the
Sanilac County 4- H Fair for
$2.80 per pound to Jeff’s Market
Place of Port Sanilac. Leslie, the
13-year-old son of Al and Dawn
Leslie, won honors of Grand
Champion Market Steer, First
place Overall Medium Weight
Steer and first place Showman-
ship (in the 12-13 age group_).
Leslie is pictured with Jeff
Durecka of Jeff’s Market Place
and 4-H Royal Court member
Jessica Barber.
Jeff Hosky, 43, the artist behind

the new Red Hawk mural show-
cased on the Cass City High
School gym floor, which has
been repaired, sanded, painted
and refinished as part of the dis-
trict’s $6.8 million capital im-
provement plan.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Katelyn Marie McDonald and
her parents, Carol and Mark Mc-
Donald of Grand Rapids, an-
nounce the arrival of a
sister/daughter, Rebecca Ann,
Monday, Aug. 2, at Metropolitan
Hospital. She weighed 10
pounds, one ounce and was 21
1/2 inches long. Grandparents are
Bud and Jeannette McDonald of
Owendale and Glenn and Ethe-
lyn Mills of Flushing.

Jason L. Hulburt, a 1992 grad-
uate of Cass City High School
and the son of Josephine and
Gene R. Hulburt of Cass City,
has enlisted in the U.S. Army for
a three-year tour of duty as a
heavy-wheel vehicle mechanic.
He is scheduled to report for ac-
tive duty in October 1993.

Tim Ruggles of Kingston was
recently honored as Young Cat-
tleman of the Year. 

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. (Sally)
Sweeney, Ubly, announce the
birth of their son: Roger James,
Thursday, July 28. He was born
at 1:42 p.m. at Huron Memorial
Hospital in Bad Axe and weighed
seven pounds, 12-9’2 ounces and
is 19 inches long. Paternal grand-
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Martin
Sweeney, Ubly. Maternal grand-
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Young, Elkton. Awaiting his ar-
rival at home are two sisters, Jan-
ice, 5, and Paula, three years old.
Jeff Healy, 16, a Cass City High

School Future Farmers of Amer-
ica member, entered the Tuscola
County Fair for the first time this
year and won top honors in 4-
H/FFA judging Tuesday for his
Guernsey heifer, grand champion
and junior champion. He is the
son of Delbert and Dorothy
Healy of Daus Road. 

Marilyn Jane Walsh, Ubly, has
been awarded a master’s degree
in teaching from Saginaw Valley
State College. A 1973 graduate of
Ubly High School, she received
her bachelor of science degree,

The American media has taken a pounding from the Trump adminis-
tration, and rightly so in many instances.

From what I’ve seen, the networks and cable “news” shows, along
with many newspapers across the country, are frequently failing when
it comes to the mission of reporting the facts as they are, without mas-
sive editorializing in their news columns and in broadcast studios. News
and entertainment have become blended to the point where it’s nearly
impossible to decipher where opinion ends and efforts to report the
news begin.

On the other hand, far too many of us (citizens) are willing to take
everything we read or hear at face value without lifting a finger to con-
firm what we’re being told – a problem made far worse by social media
sites that have created generations of gullible sheep hanging on every
word they read.

Having said all of that, however, Donald Trump is dead wrong when
he says the majority of media outlets in this country are the enemy of
the people.
It’s a common theme in the president’s attacks of a free press – “They

are so dishonest.” “Fake news.” “Bad people.”
Those were among Trump’s descriptions of the media just one week

after five employees were killed at a newspaper 30 miles from Wash-
ington.
I find it difficult to take the president’s criticisms seriously, in part be-

cause his definition of “fake” news appears to be virtually any report
that questions his words or actions, or otherwise fails to shine a positive
light on his administration. The problem is, disliking a fact doesn’t make
it any less a fact.

I also have a hard time believing that Fox News — jokingly referred
to by some as the State News Network because of its unwavering sup-
port of Trump across the board in its news coverage – is just about the
only outlet that can be trusted (in the president’s opinion).
Truth is, Fox News shares the same sort of blame shouldered by other

media outlets accused of slanted coverage.
Of course, this country boasts a long tradition of its chief executives

finding themselves at odds with the nation’s media.
But it’s irresponsible – and dangerous – to repeatedly encourage citi-

zens to view a free press as the enemy. Just my two cents, but it’s be-
come painfully obvious that our president is confusing “bad for me”
with “bad for America”.
There’s a big difference.
Freedom of the press is not just important for the media; it’s important

for every American citizen. The people have the right to know the hap-
penings in government. The press serves as a watchdog — the people’s
check on government, and if there’s something the people should know,
it’s the journalist’s responsibility to objectively report on it.
Thomas Jefferson thought it was so important that he said, “The basis

of our governments being the opinion of the people, the very first object
should be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide whether
we should have a government without newspapers or newspapers with-
out a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”

Jefferson also observed, “The only security of all is in a free press.
The force of public opinion cannot be resisted when permitted freely
to be expressed. The agitation it produces must be submitted to. It is
necessary, to keep the waters pure.”
America’s free press has survived countless attacks by those in power

over the decades, and I believe it will be here long after Trump has left
the White House.
What troubles me is that media bias isn’t anything new under the sun

– it certainly didn’t magically appear when the voters put Trump in of-
fice – and it’s a serious issue we, as journalists, must address. If we
don’t get this right, the American people have every right to distrust
what we report.
If we do get it right, maybe the people will file away Trump’s “enemy

of the people” rubbish and again see journalists as defenders of truth.

while serving in any capacity
with the Army of the United
States is wounded in action
against an enemy of this nation.
Sgt. Gray has a 30-day furlough,
is recovering from his injuries in
Cass City while visiting his fa-
ther, Hugh Gray, sister, Miss
Gertrude Gray, and brother, Ar-
lington Gray, and will report
again to Army officials late this
month at Seattle, Washington.
Sgt. Gray was wounded on the
last day of a 21-day battle of
ceaseless fighting with the Japs
at Attu, most westerly of the
Aleutian Islands. He described
Attu as anything but an ideal
place to live. While, it might be
paradise for a trout fisherman for
a day or two, for the streams are
abundantly filled, there are few
other attractions. There is no veg-
etation, rain and fog are constant,
valleys are muddy and in the
higher altitudes there are very
heavy snows. Fog is often so
dense that a man cannot recog-
nize another if more than five
feet apart. Nights are short. It
grows dark at 12:30 and daylight
comes again at 4:30. Sgt. Gray
said that. the Red Cross deals
most efficiently in administering
to the comforts of service men,
that the Army men are well
equipped and well fed in the Attu
territory. The Japs are described
as a very treacherous enemy. He
has been in the army one year
and hopes to be returned to Attu
and is anxious to see Gaylord
Wright of Cass City again, who
is stationed there. 

Texas Sand Storm. “This is
Texas, sure enough,” writes Sgt.
Paul Anthes. “We had our first
sand storm a few minutes ago but
it only lasted 30 minutes. We
couldn’t see out the windows and
now our bedclothes and every-
thing is covered with sand. “Sun-
day a group of us who came here
from Camp Robinson, Ark., went
to church at the Baptist center.
“We may open our mess hall on
Thursday. It is new so we’re busy
cleaning it up and building
shelves. Our kitchen is in the
center with a dining room on -
each side. Each dining room will
seat 1,600 so we are able to feed
3,200 at one time. Our steam
cookers will hold four or five
bushels of vegetables at a time.
“Our barracks is behind the mess
hall and has 24 double deck
bunks. All the cooks are moved
in here. Tyler is a nice sized town
with two service centers. They
sell no beer or whiskey in the
town but they have bus service to
where it can be bought. Oh, yes!
We have plenty of watermelons
weighing 25 to 35 pounds. “My
address now is: Sgt. Paul Anthes,
Mess Co., B. I. R. T. C. No. 2,
Camp Fannin, Texas.”

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Clement Tyo has received the
following letter from his brother-
in-law, Lieut. Wm. Ward: France,
July 5, 1918. Dear Brother and
All: I received two letters from
you while in the trenches, and be-
lieve me it is some treat to re-
ceive mail up there. We were in
about three weeks, but it was
very quiet, all except one night
and that was the second night we
were in, when Fritz laid down a
hell of a barrage on us and fol-
lowed up with a raid but he did
not get by with it for we were
there to meet him, and gave him
the hottest reception he had re-
ceived in some time, so I guess
he made up his mind that he was
up against the wrong bunch for
he left us alone after that. We are
back to the rear now for a rest.
We did not have a man killed
during” the whole trick and only
four wounded. Well Clem, I have
to close for this time and I am re-
ceiving the Cass City paper O.K.
Your brother Bill. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Schwaderer,

granddaughter, Genevieve
Schwaderer, Curtis Hunt and
Mrs. J. E. Seed and two little
daughters left Thursday for
Canada to visit in Newberry,
Wardsville and Lake Erie. They
are making the trip by automo-
bile.

magna cum laude, from Central
Michigan University in 1976
with majors in mathematics and
English The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Dolan Sweeney, Ubly, is
married to Rod Walsh and has a
daughter, Alicia. Walsh is a math-
ematics teacher at Cas City High
School.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Becky Kettlewell, 25, of Gay-
lord, granddaughter of Mrs.
Emma Kettlewell, was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant Aug.
8 at Columbus, Ga., where she
has been in Army officer’s train-
ing. Her mother, Mrs. Shirley
Kettlewell of Gaylord flew to at-
tend the ceremony. She will go to
Indianapolis, Ind., for three
months, after which she will be
stationed at Fort Mead, Md.
Becky is the daughter of Mrs.
Shirley Kettlewell and the late
pale Kettlewell.
Sunday afternoon, Aug. 6, Bon-

nie Reid, bride-elect of Paul
Wheeler, was guest of honor at a
shower in their new home on
Deckerville Rd. Hostesses were
Paul’s sister, Miss Emma
Wheeler and Mrs. Roger King.
There were 30 guests present.
Games were played. Winners
were Mrs. Grant Riehl, Mrs.
Duncan McLean and Mrs. Wal-
lace McLean, Mrs. Clarence Bul-
lock and Mrs. Charles King. The
door prize went to Mrs. Evans.
Navy Machinist’s Mate Fireman

Frederick J. Ondrajka, son of
Mabel Ondrajka of Riskey Road,
Gagetown, is currently partici-
pating in Exercise “Unitas XIX”
in the Southern Hemisphere. He
is assigned to the frigate USS
Bowen, homeported in
Charleston, S.C. This marks the
19th consecutive year for the se-
ries of combined U.S. and South
American naval exercises called
“Unitas XIX.” These operations
are designed to promote a high
state of preparedness and cooper-
ation between the various naval
and air forces that protect the
southern sea lanes of the Western
Hemisphere. Participating U.S.
forces will circumnavigate South
America and join navies of
Venezuela, Brazil, Uruguay, Ar-
gentina, Chile, Peru, Ecuador and
Colombia for the scheduled
training. Operations ‘will include
antisubmarine and antiaircraft
warfare, plus surface gunnery
and communications exercises.
Units will visit some 20 cities in
eight different countries during
the four and one-half month de-
ployment. Ondrajka joined the
Navy in April, 1978.

50 YEARS AGO (1968) 

Miss Sheila Williams became
the bride of Sgt. Carl L. Louns-
bury July 15. The couple were
united in marriage in a doubler-
ing ceremony performed by Rev.
Mr. Bingamon at the United
Methodist Church in Evart. The
bride is the daughter of Mr.
Lyle G. Clarke, vocational agri-

culture teacher from Cass City,
participated in the program of the
49th annual Conference for
Teachers of Vocational Agricul-
ture, July 22-25, at Michigan
State University. Attending the
conference at The Kellogg Cen-
ter for Continuing Education
were some 225 teachers, princi-
pals, superintendents, directors of
Vocational education and coun-
selors.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Gulnther,
Cass City, announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Christine
Janu, to Pvt. Ronald O. Weippert,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Weip-
pert Sr. of Cass City. Both are
graduates of Cass City High
School. Miss Guinther la an of-
fice employee at General Cable
Corp. Weippert is stationed at
Fort Knox, Kentucky. A fall wed-
ding is planned.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Sgt. Norman Gray, wounded
three times at Attu while giving
first aid to a superior officer, is
wearing a Purple Heart, a deco-
ration awarded to a person who,
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pital in Saginaw with non-life-threatening injuries,” Kaiser said. “The
65-year-old female was transported to Hills and Dales (General) Hos-
pital in Cass City, where she was pronounced deceased. The male did
not sustain any injures.”

Kaiser, who did not release any names, indicated investigators con-
cluded that alcohol and/or drugs were not a factor in the accident.

The crash remains under investigation by a MSP Third District acci-
dent reconstructionist.

Troopers were assisted at the scene by the Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department, Sanilac County EMS, Mobile Medical Response, Argyle
Fire Department and the Sanilac County Road Commission.

Continued from page one.

Master plan
Cass City officials seeking input on future planning

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A carefully-crafted master plan
can make all the difference when
it comes to a community’s vitality,
economic health and develop-
ment.
The village of Cass City is in the

process of updating its master
plan, and officials are looking for
the community’s input as part of
the process.

“The misconception is input is
only being sought from those who
live in the community. That isn’t
true. We want input from those
who just visit here also,” said vil-
lage council Trustee Nancy Bar-
rios.

That includes Thumb residents
who visit Cass City to shop, eat,
use any of the wide range of med-
ical services available locally, and
those who make good use of the
parks and recreation facilities
along with other programs and
services the village offers.

“Having input from those who
are not village residents will give
(us) an understanding on how oth-

ers see the community,” explained
Barrios.

The survey can be found on the
village of Cass City’s website at
www.casscity.org. A hard copy of
the survey can also be obtained at
the village municipal building,
6505 Main St., or by calling (989)
872-2911.
The survey has 30 questions in a

multiple choice and comment for-
mat. Completing the survey takes
about 10 minutes. Questions range
from demographics to recreation
and land use, to how the commu-
nity should look in the next five to
10 years.

The deadline to take the survey
is Friday, Aug. 17.

The village’s planning commis-
sion has been working on updat-
ing the existing master plan with
consultants from McKenna Inc.,
of Northville. The agency will
help the village craft a plan that
will be used to guide the commu-
nity’s development for the next
five years.
McKenna is experienced in mas-

ter plan development, zoning or-
dinances, urban design plans, and

Redevelopment Ready Communi-
ties, which Cass City is also work-
ing on.

“Our master plan is out of date
and in need of revision. We need
to develop a new plan to stay cur-
rent with state law,” said planning
commission Chair Russ Biefer. “It
will be essential for us to evolve
effectively.”

Updating the master plan was
one of the goals in the village’s
strategic planning, according to
village Manager Debbie Powell,
who noted having an updated
master plan is also a key compo-
nent to being able to apply for and
receive grant funding.

Also, as part of planning for the
future, the village is participating
in the Michigan Economic Devel-
opment Corporation’s Redevelop-
ment Ready Communities
certificate program, which in-
volves strategies for redevelop-
ment that are designed to benefit
the economic vitality of commu-
nities.

More information about the vil-
lage survey is available by calling
(989) 872-2911.

DTE upgrades, DFA on EDC agenda
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

A variety of topics were dis-
cussed during a recent meeting of
the Cass City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC) meeting.

Among the topics were new
power lines to be installed for
Dairy Farmers of America (DFA)
by DTE that will take an esti-
mated year to complete, and news
that that DFA could be making an
announcement about the dairy ex-
panding, according to the meeting
minutes.

Several EDC committee mem-
bers either declined to discuss the
information that was provided by
the Tuscola County Economic De-

velopment Commission, or didn’t
return phone calls.

However, Cass City Village
Trustee Nancy Barrios, who does
not serve on the EDC board, of-
fered some insight.

“I asked what is going on be-
cause we (council members) don’t
hear everything. I get questions
from people, but I hadn’t heard
any updates recently, so I asked if
there was,” said Barrios. “It is my
understanding that the talks had
not been doing well between what
the DFA needs and DTE, but they
were now progressing. And that
they (DTE) would be looking at
the whole surrounding area power
needs over the next year.”

Jon Ligrow, who is a village
EDC board member, said it’s his
understanding the lines to be in-
stalled for the DFA are designed
“to provide a backup power
source because the village has lost
power several times over the last
few months.”
DTE officials provided some ad-

ditional information.
“As far as the work DTE Energy

is looking to do in the Cass City
area, we’re in the midst of an elec-
tric infrastructure improvement
plan. DTE Energy will invest
nearly $4.2 billion in electric in-
frastructure upgrades over the
next five years,” said DTE Energy
Distribution Operations Senior
Communications Specialist
RoNeisha Mullen.
“The plan calls for upgrading and

replacing equipment throughout
our Southeast Michigan service
territory.”

That service territory includes
47,000 miles of power lines,
nearly 800 substations, some
4,000 circuits, more than one mil-
lion utility poles and three million
smart meters.

“These upgrades will improve
the quality of power our cus-
tomers receive, positively impact
Michigan’s economy and prepare
communities for the future with
safe, high quality, more reliable
energy,” Mullen said.

At this point, it isn’t clear if the
power upgrades will herald any
expansion of the dairy facility op-
erations.
“DTE has not been authorized to

speak on the DFA project. DFA
would have to be contacted for
more information,” noted Mullen.

DFA officials did not return the
Chronicle’s phone calls by press.
“When I asked…about power for

the (DFA) plant at the June meet-
ing, Rep. Glenn was in the audi-
ence. He sent me a message that
he knew a company in Florida that
does private installation of power
plants for facilities like the DFA,”
said Barrios. “So, if DTE couldn’t
help there was a potential oppor-
tunity for another option for the
company to do the power plant
themselves, like when they built
their own waste water treatment
plant, but it would be expensive.”

When the $40 million, 33,000-
square foot DFA milk plant at
4105 N. Division St., Cass City,
was built in September 2013, the
original plan was to have two
other dairy processing facilities
next to the DFA facility. But in
order for the other proposed
phases to move forward, addi-
tional power is needed. As plans
for a possible expansion were
being explored in mid-2017, it
was determined more power
would be needed, but it would
take DTE about three years to run
the necessary power line about
four miles to the plant.

“I haven’t heard about any kind
of an update for the plant, but I
know they can’t do anything until
they get the electric,” said Barrios.
“That’s the big hold-up.”

Also during the village EDC
meeting, it was noted that Camp
Tuscola in Caro will be torn down,
and officials plan to break ground
this fall for construction of the
new Caro Center, which is ex-
pected to create 150 jobs.
In addition, Tuscola Area Airport

officials reported plans to replace
all the runway lighting and con-
trols with LED medium intensity
at the Caro area airport.
The overall cost of the project is

$444,480. Of that amount,
$400,032 is a federal entitlement,
$22,224 will come from the state,
and $22,224 will be local invest-
ment.

The project is scheduled to begin
next month.

Sanilac woman dies in crash

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Rawson legacy spans decades

William Rawson was one of four children born to William and Effie
Rawson, and he grew up surrounded by agriculture and farm life in the
Thumb.
After graduating from Marlette High School, he enrolled in Michigan

Agriculture College – today Michigan State University – where he was
among the first students to graduate from the school’s agricultural short
course.

Rawson and his wife were wed in December 1914 in Caro, making
their home on the family farm just north of Cass City, where they had
five children.

Public service

Rawson believed strongly in public service, prompting him to serve
as Elkland Township supervisor for five years in the early 1930s. He,
along with other area township supervisors, approved the contract for
the then-new county courthouse in Caro.

In 1935, Rawson was selected as a state representative, and when his
last term expired in 1943, he was elected a state senator representing
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties. Also a member of the Senate
Ways and Means Committee, he sponsored a bill during his tenure – at
the request of a Marlette resident – that eventually led to the state law
requiring motorists to stop while children are boarding and exiting
school buses.

Even after Rawson left the Legislature in 1947, he continued to pro-
mote his community. As a lobbyist for the Michigan Association of In-
surance Companies, he arranged a loan from the Citizens Insurance
Company for the then-Cass City Development Corporation to finance
construction of Cass City’s first Walbro factory building.

Three years after establishing their foundation, the Rawsons began
awarding an annual scholarship to a Cass City High School senior plan-
ning to attend Central Michigan University. The couple established the
scholarship fund in honor of their late daughter, Marie, who died at the
age of 15 due to complications from the measles.

The Rawson selected CMU, in part, because of William Rawson’s
friendship with then-CMU President Charles Anspach. In addition,
three of the Rawson’s children attended CMU, and the couple felt the
campus in Mount Pleasant was a reasonable commute for local students.
The scholarship fund continues to award a scholarship annually – val-

ued at $2,500 per year for four years – to one Cass City senior.
To-date, the foundation’s scholarship fund has given dozens of students

an estimated combined $250,000, according to Dan Derfiny, a former
Cass City resident – now residing in Kalamazoo – who has served on
the Rawson Foundation Board of Directors since 1991. And, Derfiny
noted, nearly 90 percent of the students receiving the scholarship have
gone on to complete their chosen degree program.

Derfiny, a retired veteran educator whose career includes teaching
drafting at Cass City High School for six years, plus another 19 years
at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro, said the foundation estab-
lished a second scholarship fund three years ago, this one benefiting
Cass City seniors who choose to attend Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity.

The SVSU scholarship also totals $2,400 per year for four years, ac-
cording to Derfiny, who explained the decision to establish the schol-
arship was based on an increasing number of students attending the
university.

A host of projects

Aside from scholarships, the Rawson Foundation has awarded grants
to a host of local projects and facilities over the years, including Hills
and Dales General Hospital, Cass City Recreational Park, the Cass City
Veterans Memorial (at the corner of Main and Seeger streets), Rawson
Memorial Library, and the Cass City United Methodist Church. 

The Rawson family’s support of building a library in Cass City
stemmed from Lena’s passion for reading and her involvement in the
local women’s study club in Cass City.
Years later, after her death in 1968, William Rawson and his children

donated $50,000 Lena had left in her will – plus another $10,000 – to
be used for construction of what is known today as Rawson Memorial
District Library.

Named Cass City’s “Citizen of the Year” in 1970, William Rawson
was also active in the community as a member of the former Trinity
United Methodist Church, Rotary Club, Farm Bureau, grange and East-
ern Star. He died in September 1981 at the age of 88.

But the philanthropic legacy left behind by the Rawsons – adding up
to hundreds of thousands of dollars over the years — continues to
thrive, quietly, in the community they called home for so many years,
according to Derfiny, who continues to serve on the Rawson board
along with Mary Jane VanVliet, Robert Green and Morris Powell.

“If there’s a need, and we’re approached (for funding), we like to be
able to help, and that ranges anywhere from the (community) Thanks-
giving dinner in Cass City to helping rebuild the tennis courts at the
park,” Derfiny said, adding the Rawson family shied away from noto-
riety, instead wishing to let their contributions speak for themselves.

“We’ve provided a lot of these funds low-key, because that’s our na-
ture,” he said. “We’re kind of in the background…and we’re okay with
that.”

“THE COMMUNITY foundation has grown so

much over the last 10 years. Back when I started,

we were at about $4 million worth of assets in 23

funds. Now, there is over $13 million in assets in

over 90 funds,” said Ken Micklash, who is retiring

as executive director of the foundation after 12

years of service.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The Tuscola County Community Foundation is looking for a new
leader to take over the reins from a former longtime Cass City educator
who has overseen substantial growth in the organization since taking
on the role as its executive director a dozen years ago.

“I’m retiring… again,” said Ken Micklash, executive director of the
Tuscola County Community Foundation.

“It is time to hand off the baton to someone else to take over,” Mick-
lash added. “I want to spend more time with my family and not work
so much. My wife and I want to travel,” he said.

Micklash’s replacement is being sought, with applications due Tues-
day, Aug. 7. 
“The community foundation has grown so much over the last 10 years.

Back when I started, we were at about $4 million worth of assets in 23
funds. Now, there is over $13 million in assets in over 90 funds,” said
Micklash.
“The foundation has grown tremendously. The best part of that is how

it benefits the community. We have tripled our assets and, because of
that, more people benefit from it.”

The Tuscola Community Foundation was established in 1994. It is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit, publicly-supported corporation.

“We are giving out now about a half-million dollars a year in grants
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Micklash leaving role as foundation director

and scholarships from the various funds the foundation has,” he ex-
plained “We are so grateful to the donors for the funds they have en-
trusted us with, and watching it grow.

“It’s been enjoyable working with so many people who want to do
good. It’s been a wonderful experience to do that,” Micklash said.

Before joining the foundation, Micklash was employed by the Cass
City School District for about 20 years. He was principal there for 18
months before taking over as superintendent, a role he spent 18 years
in before his retired from the district.

“It has been rewarding being part of all of this, working with people
who want to do good, and also to see the people who receive the grants
and scholarships,” he said. “It’s been a rewarding experience. I don’t
call it work. It’s so enjoyable it is more like a hobby.

“This hasn’t been a job because it has been a joy to be part of this.”
The foundation’s funds have gone to a broad spectrum of interests

ranging from education to health and human services, to scientific re-
search, religion and youth activities.
The grants and scholarships the foundation distributes have impacted

many lives over the years. As part of the process, the grant committee
listens to reports on how the funds were used and the impact they have
had.

“There have been so many rewarding memories, but the one (grant)
that stands out for me was a grant that we gave a medical emergency
program. In their report, they said a grant given to them to purchase
emergency equipment was used to save two people’s lives,” Micklash
said. “We sat back and were like, wow! It was moving to hear that the
grant money that was given saved lives.”
The foundation also gives out about a quarter-million dollars in schol-

arships.
“That money helps students and families. They are so appreciative and

grateful for them,” Micklash noted. “We give out dozens and dozens of
scholarship checks. It’s enjoyable to see the happy people who have
benefited from the donations.
“It’s the fund donors that are the most important ones in what the foun-

dation does,” he added. “They entrust us with their money that will be
here and doing good forever.”

Micklash said he made the decision to retire last November, but he
will mentor the next person who is hired for a few months. He expects
to officially retire in October.
The duties of the next executive director of the Tuscola County Com-

munity Foundation will include donor development, fundraising, mar-
keting, grants/scholarships coordination and community outreach,
working 25 to 30 hours a week, and reporting to the foundation’s board
of trustees.
The Tuscola County Community Foundation is overseen by a 15-mem-

ber volunteer board.
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Ear, Nose, 
Throat 
Specialist

Starting 
August 14th! 
Seeing patients
at Hills & Dales
ENT Clinic

Call to schedule 
an appt today 
989-912-6112

Also performing 
surgery at 
Hills & Dales  
General Hospital
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Milligan re-elected chairman of 
Michigan Wheat Program Board

In the last wheat check-off ap-
pointments of his career, term-
limited Gov. Rick Snyder’s office
has announced the 2018 appoint-
ments for the three expiring seats
on the board of directors for the
Michigan Wheat Program.

The board also elected officers
for the coming year, with Cass
City farmer Dave Milligan re-
elected chairman of the board.
“We have appreciated the gover-

nor’s support for continuity on the
board of the Michigan Wheat Pro-
gram, which was voted into exis-
tence early in the governor’s first
term by the state’s wheat farm-
ers,” said Milligan.

“Having a handful of board
members that were on the wheat
exploratory committee, and then
having re-appointments of many
of our original members has
helped us establish a clear vision
and a successful track record for
the program in these early years.
“With that said,” Milligan added,

“we are also pleased to welcome
another new, well-qualified board
member in Jason Dunning of Fre-
mont. The continuity in the pro-
gram early on has been very
important to get the program up
and running. Now that we have
been through two strategic plan-
ning sessions and have our pro-
grams established, we look
forward to adding new ideas
through new board members.”

Dunning is an acting partner in
Dunning Farms, LLC, a fifth-gen-
eration family farm with 1,200
acres of feed and cash crops, in-

cluding 200 acres of wheat.
In addition, two wheat board

members were re-appointed. They
are William Hunt, Davison, who
has owned Hunt Farms, Inc., for
42 years, and Art Loeffler, CPA,
Frankenmuth, who serves as pres-
ident of Star of the West Milling
Company, one of five major
milling organizations in Michi-
gan.

Each of the three seats on the
nine-member wheat check-off
board expires May 31, 2021.

Following the announcement of
Snyder’s appointments, the
Michigan Wheat Program board
re-elected Milligan as chairman,
elected Hunt as vice chairman, re-
elected Loeffler as board secre-
tary, and re-elected Frank
Vyskocil as board treasurer.

Milligan owns Milligan Farms,
LLC, Cass City, where he has
farmed for 47 years. He grows

wheat, soybeans, corn and dry
beans.

Milligan was named Cass City
Citizen of the Year in 2013, serves
as a member of the board and was
most recently elected treasurer of
the National Association of Wheat
Growers. He previously served on
the American Farm Bureau Wheat
Committee. Milligan has served
as chairman of the Michigan
Wheat Program board since its in-
ception.

The Michigan Wheat Program
was created and voted in by the
state’s wheat farmers in 2011, and
re-authorized in 2016, as a com-
modity check-off organization to
advance the interests of wheat
grown in the state.  The program
is authorized by Michigan Public
Act 232, which allows farmers
who grow and sell wheat to assess
themselves to support the check-
off program.

Wheat program funds are used
on behalf of the industry for re-
search, education, communication
and market development.
The Michigan Wheat Program is

funded by nearly 8,000 farmers
who grow wheat in 50 of Michi-
gan’s 83 counties. The Michigan
Wheat Program board seeks to
promote the state’s wheat industry
by funding and supporting the
strategic priorities of wheat farm-
ers working with input suppliers,
seed producers, millers, end users
and consumers.  Research on
wheat production practices and
grower education has been a pri-
ority for the organization.

Dave Milligan

Marine patrol rescues man
SAGINAW BAY – The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department Marine
Patrol conducted a successful search and rescue mission last week fol-
lowing a reported missing boater. The incident unfolded Tuesday at
about 6:20 a.m.
“Tuscola County Central Dispatch received a call concerning an over-

due boater on Saginaw Bay,” Sheriff Glen Skrent reported on the de-
partment’s Facebook page. “A 74-year-old Caro resident went out on
the bay yesterday (Monday) at 6:30 p.m. but didn’t return. His wife
began calling him but received no answer, so she called 911 and the
sheriff’s office responded.

“The boater had launched his 20-foot pontoon boat off a cut near
Thomas Marina, but experienced engine trouble,” Skrent said. “To
make matters worse he left his cell phone in his vehicle and did not
have any signal flares.”
Deputies located the man, whose name was not released, at 7:30 a.m.

in 14 feet of water, two miles off of Kirk Road. “The marine patrol
towed the boater back to his launch point. (He) was wearing his life
jacket and had his anchor deployed when he was located,” Skrent noted.

Suspect identified in blazes
HURON COUNTY – Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson is asking
the public to continue reporting any information they have regarding
recent suspicious grass fires, in spite of having identified one suspect
believed responsible for some of the blazes.

“Tips generated from media coverage of several grass fires that have
occurred over the last two months help lead us to a female suspect,”
Hanson said. “This individual then cooperated with deputies, which that
led to the disposition of six roadside fires in the Bad Axe and Kinde
area fire districts (that) required response from those departments.”

Those fires occurred over a 45-day period between June 1 and July
15, “but, unfortunately, did not account for all of the suspicious roadside
fires that have occurred in our county so far this summer,” the sheriff
said.

“The investigating deputies will be meeting with the prosecutor’s of-
fice in the future to discuss options on charging the suspect,” he noted.
“In the meantime, we ask that anyone who may have information on
any other suspicious grass fire occurring after July 15 to contact our of-
fice or Huron Central Dispatch.”

Event to feature Kevin Hines
CARO – Kevin Hines, an award-winning global speaker, best-selling
author, documentary filmmaker and suicide and mental health advocate,
will be the guest at a “Living Mentally Healthy” program slated for
Tuesday, Sept. 11, at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.

Registration will start at 8 a.m., with the program scheduled to run
from 8:30 to 10 a.m.

Two years after being diagnosed with bipolar disorder at the age of
19, Hines attempted to take his own life by jumping from the Golden
Gate Bridge. He has since dedicated his life to saving lives by spreading
a message of hope.

The upcoming program is being sponsored by Tuscola Behavioral
Health Systems and funded, in part, by Chemical Bank.

Sprucing up Huron community
OWENDALE - The village of Owendale recently installed a new flag-
pole, with plans to add landscaping around the flagpole base.

Festival will honor loved ones
KINGSTON - Remembering and honoring a loved one will be part of
this year’s Kingston Days Celebration.
At 12:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26, there will be a balloon release and a

prayer in front of Beagio’s. For a $3 donation, participants can decorate
a memory bag and get a balloon to release. Proceeds will be used to
benefit the village park.

Lagoon cleaning bill approved
OWENDALE - Owendale Village residents will see a new $8 charge
on their November bill for sewer lagoon cleaning.

Because coontail weeds are growing in the lagoon, they need to be
controlled. Consultant Steve Corrion recently distributed information
on how NuSystems, LLC, which is the same company used by the vil-
lage of Pigeon, can help.

The cost of doing that is $4,326 a year, and the eradication process
will take three to four years. That cost will be passed on to customers
this fall and over the next few years.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Germaine Thompson

Germaine “Gerry” McGladdery Thompson passed away
peacefully in the home of her son, Guy,
and daughter-in-law, Dawn
McGladdery Thursday, Dec. 7,
2017, in Big Bay.

She was born April 15,
1927 as a French citizen in
Oran, Algeria, North
Africa, to Francois and
Francisca (nee Sanchez)
Manzanera, and she had a
remarkable life. 
A memorial service will

be held at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 11, at Kranz Fu-
neral Home, Cass City,
with Debra L. Kranz, funeral
service celebrant, officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass

City.

Robert McPhail, Sr., 

Robert Dean McPhail Sr., 73, of Cass City, died Thursday,
Aug. 2, 2018, following a lengthy illness in Covenant Med-
ical Center Cooper Campus, Saginaw.

He was born Aug. 20, 1944, in Cass City to Archie and
Martha (Brown) McPhail.  He married Katherine Wright
Feb. 21, 1970, in Caro.

Bob was raised in Detroit and came back to Cass City to
work for General Cable.  He was drafted in the U.S. Army
during Vietnam where he was stationed in Germany.  Fol-
lowing his military service, Bob went back to work at Gen-
eral Cable, later for Evans Products in Gagetown and
finally retiring from Deckerville Metal Systems.
He worked alongside his brother Charlie at the Owendale

Speedway during the 1970’s and 80’s.  Bob loved
NASCAR racing, and Dale Earnhardt Sr. and Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. were his favorite drivers.
Bob enjoyed taking long walks
with his dog, Tootsie.  He al-
ways looked forward to
spending time with his
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.     

Bob is survived by his
wife, Kathy; their children:
Pam (Richard, Jr.) Brooks
of Cass City; William
(Debbie) McPhail of Cass
City; Sarah (David) Lewis
of Peabody, KS; Robert D.
McPhail, Jr. of Cass City; 14
grandchildren; 12 great-grand-
children; his sister, Grace Stuart of
Deford; many nieces and nephews.
Bob was preceded in death by his parents; and brothers:
Morris McPhail and Charlie McPhail. 
Visitation was held Aug. 6 and 7, 2018, at Kranz Funeral

Home in Cass City; and a funeral service was scheduled
for 11 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2018, at Kranz Funeral Home,
Cass City, with Brad Speirs, pastor of tjhe Novesta Church
of Christ, Cass City officiating.  Interment will be in Elk-
land Township Cemetery. Military honors conducted by
Cass City VFW Post # 3644 and the U.S. Army.

Memorials may be made to Family Discretionary Fund.
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and sto-
ries with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass

City.
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THE TUSCOLA County Sheriff’s Department

Humvee being used to collect school supplies for

students in need will be parked at Team One in

Caro Friday, Aug. 10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dona-

tions can also be dropped off at the sheriff’s depart-

ment.

DOZENS OF residents attending the Night Out gathering in Caro Thursday

did their part to help “Stuff a Humvee” – a project organized by the Tuscola

County Sheriff’s Department in cooperation with Great Start Tuscola to collect

school supplies for needy youngsters. Above, Penny Turner (right), a former

Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department lieutenant and jail administrator who

retired four years ago, and her daughter, Tina Hendershot, drop off their con-

tribution to the cause.

THE TUSCOLA County Sheriff’s Department

Humvee being used to collect school supplies for

students in need will be parked at Team One Credit

Union in Caro Friday, Aug. 10, from 10 a.m. to 2

p.m. Donations can also be dropped off at the sher-

iff’s department.

Dozens on hand for a “Night Out”
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

In spite of threatening skies,
dozens of Tuscola County resi-
dents turned out for the annual
Night Out event Thursday in the
former Farmer Jack’s parking lot
in Caro.

The gathering featured a host of
local, county and state law en-
forcement and other emergency
response agencies, with the per-
sonnel offering displays and infor-
mation while visiting one-on-one
with the citizens they serve 24/7,
365 days a year.
Among the participants were the

Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Michigan State Police, area
fire departments, various emer-

gency response teams and other
organizations such as Tuscola Be-
havioral Health Systems and
McLaren.

The free, three-hour family-
friendly event included free hot-
dogs grilled up by Tuscola County
Sheriff Glen Skrent, along with
dessert – ice cream sandwiches –
donated by the United Dairy In-
dustry of Michigan.
Visitors also had the opportunity

to donate school supplies in con-
junction with the sheriff’s depart-
ment’s “Stuff a Humvee”
collection, organized through a
partnership with Great Start Tus-
cola.
Skrent said the goal of the project

is to collect school supplies for
needy children in the county.

“(Tuscola County) school dis-
tricts identified and served 216
homeless students in the 2017-18
school year between our nine
local school districts,” the sheriff
reported. “Keep in mind the fed-
eral definition of homeless stu-

dents includes those that are dou-
bled-up living two or more fami-
lies per household, those living in
shelter, campgrounds, hotels/mo-
tels and living literally on the
street.

“The ‘Stuff the Humvee’ pro-
gram is small step in helping to
ensure these kids get a good start
to the school year. The more we
can do to help our youth the better
for the community,” Skrent added.

The sheriff’s department’s
Humvee will be parked at Team
One Credit Union in Caro Friday,
Aug. 10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Residents are invited to drop off
donations of pencils, Crayons,
erasers, binders, Kleenex, mark-
ers, scissors, glue sticks, back-
packs, notebooks, hand sanitizer
and other items then.

Residents are also welcome to
drop off donations at the sheriff’s
department. More information is
available by calling (989) 673-
2144 (ext. 30325).


