
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A 64-year-old Sanilac County man is dead and his wife is behind bars
on a $1 million cash bond after being charged in his death last week.
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department inves-

tigators were calling the death of Richard
Rager “suspicious” after officers discovered
his body Wednesday while conducting a wel-
fare check at a residence in the 4500 block of
Cooper Road in Sanilac County’s Marlette
Township.
Investigators reported their suspicions were

confirmed later in the week.
Sanilac County Sheriff Garry Biniecki said

Friday that the death has been ruled a homi-
cide.
“The victim, who has been identified as 64-

Shelter re-opens,
search for director on
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Spam a big pain;
dangerous, too!

Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

Shagene barn quilt
makes the cover
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CASS CITY’S Jim Baker, who

along with his sons constructed

the Cass City Rotary Club’s

Little Free Library, cuts the

ribbon during last week’s dedi-

cation ceremony in Deford. Also

pictured are (from left) Rotari-

ans Carrie Luana, Bert Al-

thaver, Dave Milligan, Val

Hartel and Kevven Dorland.

See story, page 11.

A Little Library...

Pair charged after
stabbing in village

Victim recovering

School delays lay-off
after union protest

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A late-night confrontation between two acquaintances in Cass City
turned violent last Wednesday in Cass City, with one of the men al-
legedly stabbing the other multiple times.

Both the attacker and his girlfriend were subsequently arrested and
charged in Tuscola County District Court. The victim, meanwhile, was
transported to a hospital where he underwent surgery and was report-
edly listed in stable condition.

Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene issued a news release re-
garding the incident Friday, stating Cal Bradley Richards, 31, Cass City,
was formally arraigned on several charges, including assault with intent
to murder and assault with intent to do great bodily harm, both felonies
punishable by up to life in prison or any term of years, and up to 10
years in prison, respectively.

Richards also faces charges of tampering with evidence and lying to
a peace officer involved in a violent crime investigation, which carry
maximum penalties of up to four years incarceration.

Richards’ bond was set at $500,000 cash. A preliminary examination
in his case has been scheduled for Monday, Aug. 6, at 8:30 a.m. in dis-
trict court.
Also charged in connection with the investigation was Ashley Eliza-

beth-Michelle Smith, 31, who faces five counts of lying to a peace of-
ficer involved in a violent crime investigation.
Smith, whose bond was set at $25,000 cash, was also scheduled for a

preliminary examination Aug. 6.
Investigators identified the victim only as a 37-year-old Cass City man.
The confrontation took place just after 11 p.m. in the area of Pine and

Brooker streets. “It actually occurred out in the street,” said Cass City
Police Chief Craig Haynes, who said the assault was not a random act
of violence. “They knew each other. They live a block apart.”

Investigators are still working on determining the motivation behind
the attack, according to Haynes.

“The ‘why’ part has been troubling,” he said, adding it appears the
suspect (Richards) felt the victim had allegedly taken something that
belonged to him some months ago.
Haynes said police believe alcohol was involved in the confrontation,

which escalated to a point in which Richards pulled out a small folding
knife with a three- to four-inch blade and stabbed the victim multiple
times in the upper torso – in front and behind.

Both the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department and troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in Caro assisted the Cass City Police De-
partment at the scene. 
Haynes noted Cass City Police Officer Kevin Jimkoski is the lead in-

vestigator in the case, and anyone with information related to the assault
is encouraged to contact him at (989) 872-2911.

Sanilac Co. man found
dead, his wife charged

Please turn to page 2.

Please turn to page  11.

Donna Rager

It’s only a drill
Hospital gearing up for “active shooter” exercise

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital
officials are hoping for the best,
but preparing for the worst.

That’s the philosophy behind
various emergency drills the Cass
City hospital has organized over
the years in an effort to rehearse
emergency response protocols and
procedures. And it’s the motiva-
tion behind an upcoming exercise.

In an effort to keep employees,
patients and visitors safe, Hills
and Dales General Hospital will
be conducting an active shooter
drill Tuesday, Aug. 7, at about 1
p.m.

“The drill will take place on the
second floor of the hospital, also
known as the medical/surgical
floor, said Danielle Blaine, com-
munity relations director for the
hospital. “Hills and Dales will re-
main open during this time and
will provide all normal services.”

“We want to make the commu-
nity aware of the drill so that they
are not alarmed or confused about
what is happening and can plan
accordingly for their appoint-
ments, though there will not be
any disruptions to patient care,”
Hills and Dales President and
CEO Jean Anthony said. “We
know that seeing the police at the
hospital can be concerning, so we
want the public to know about the
drill.”

The active shooter drill will in-
volve the Cass City Police Depart-
ment and Tuscola County
Emergency Services Coordinator
Steve Anderson.

“The purpose of the drill is to
practice staff response in the event
that there was an active shooter,”
Blaine explained. “We’ve never
done an active shooter training
and know the importance of hav-

ing our staff prepared. The hospi-
tal continues to focus on patient
safety, as well as the safety of em-
ployees and visitors, and this drill
is just one more way to do this.

Similar exercises are being con-
ducted at healthcare facilities
across the state, according to
Blaine, who said the local police
department along with Anderson
will be providing Hills and Dales
with valuable feedback to con-
sider and incorporate into the hos-
pital’s emergency preparedness
plan.

Craig Bellew, vice president of
Outpatient Services and Hills and
Dales Safety Committee member,
added, “Hills and Dales has al-
ways worked diligently on patient
safety, and the safety of the hospi-
tal in its entirety.

“In the world we live in today,
we can never be too prepared for
a situation like this.  While we
hope that we will never encounter
an active shooter, we want to
make sure we are prepared if we
do,” Bellew said.

“This drill will provide the op-

portunity for our staff members to
go through the motions of what
they would do and it will also
allow us to make changes if
needed.  This is especially impor-
tant with the newly renovated
areas of the hospital.”
Anderson, who is also a Tuscola

County Sheriff’s deputy, agreed
preparation is a key to reacting to
active shooter situations, which
have occurred in small towns and
urban areas alike across the na-
tion.
“I think it kind of opens people’s

eyes,” Anderson said. “A lot of
people have the mentality that it’s
never going to happen ‘here’.”

Details of the scenario planned
next month at Hills and Dales
won’t be released ahead of time,
but Anderson said the organizers
will be simulating shots fired uti-
lizing blanks, and a moulage team
is being brought in to apply mock
injury make-up to the “victims”.

“It’s going to be a realistic sce-
nario that could easily happen at a
hospital,” he added.

Please turn to page 10.

Co-defendant in Quaker
Maid burglary enters plea

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

One of two local residents who were formally charged in the break-in
of the Quaker Maid Dairy Store in Cass City in February, and the at-
tempted break-in of the same business a month later, has entered pleas
to three felony charges.

RC L. Smith, 43, Cass City, appeared last week in Tuscola County
Circuit Court, where he pleaded no contest to charges of breaking and
entering a building with intent to commit larceny and possession of bur-
glar’s tools – both felonies punishable by up to 10 years in prison – and
larceny of $1,000 to $20,000, which carries a maximum penalty of up

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A teachers union representative’s protest prompted the Cass City
Board of Education to temporarily delay the lay-off of an instruc-
tor during a regular monthly meeting Monday night.

The dispute arose after school Supt. Jeff Hartel asked the board
to approve a resolution laying off teacher Ron McCollum as a re-
sult of a proposed downsizing in the district’s Great Start Readi-
ness Program (GSRP) for the 2018-19 school year.
“Currently, our number’s at 26 (students), which doesn’t give us

enough to have two sections,” Hartel said of the program that
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Kingston announces honor roll
The following students have

been named to Kingston High
School’s second semester honor
roll, they are:  

7th Grade

Cortney Acker*, Logan Cloyd,
Emily Coffey, Ethan Green*,
Ethan Harrington, Deirra Jenkins,
Madison LaFond, Lawson Lyons,
Emily McGee, Aryanna Miller*,
Ashley Miller, Brooke Retan, Ste-
fannie Robinson, Autumn Russell,
Conner Seaman, Wesley Sholes,
Riley Smith, Rachel St. George*,
McKenzie Taylor*, Destiny
Traster, Hunter Trovillion, Leah
Westover, James Wilson, and
Coryn Zyrowski.

8th Grade
Madison Coyer, Joseph Cryder-
man, William Cumper, Collen
Dibble*, Gaven Dibble*, Joshua
DuRussell, John Egan, Kristen
Ensign, Carter Geister*, Mariea
Haag, Zachary Hayost, Isabel
Hurd, Summer Jenkins, Alex
Kotsch, Madilyn McMaster, Kali
Norris, Owen Phillips, Jacob
Rayl*, Angel Shiel, Nicholas St.
George*, Ethan Ulewicz*, Skyler

Waite, Brooklyn Walker*, and
Libbie Whitmore

9th Grade 
Thomas Barrett, Hailey Bitterle,
Jason Dibble, Kealsie Dinsmore,
Katelyn DuRussell, Elanor Gaiser,
Colten Gildner, Morgan Green*,
Rayann Harp, Kayla Hobson,
Hannah James*, Paige Klupp*,
Lillian LaFave, Joslyn Lupa,
Dustin Peter*, Ella Retan*,
Alexandra Sherman, Jessica Stoll,
Makayla Thompson, Olivia
Ulewicz*, Trayton Wenzlaff*,
Madison Wieland, and Samantha
Wood*

10th Grade 
Anna Ahern*, Elissa Bicego*,
Danielle Crisman, Jake DeLong,
Collin Geister*, Caleb Goss,
Johnathan Green*, Katelyn Iseler,
Aaron Koehler*, Payton Kolacz,
Anastasia Krych, Jalen Little
Thunder, Ryan McGarvie*,
Braden Mosher, Wren Murdoch,
Isaac Muxlow*, Evan Neff*,
Madison Nickens, Tristen Skin-
ner, and Joseph Snover*

11th Grade 
Sophia Allen, Maisey Bigelow,

Gerilyn Carpenter, Cheyenne
Claypool, Nathan Cloyd, Brian
Coltson, Randy Crisman, Levi
Cryderman*, Ashtian Davis,
Kendra DeLong, Jamie
Dibble,Jillyan Dinsmore*, Dakota
Distelrath, Kerra Elling, Connor
Henry, Hunter James, Lilliana
Kakowski, Lily Lyons*, Camryn
MacGuire*, Carley Smith*,
Colton Stadler, Morgan Tallieu*,
Gunnar Thompson, Amira Varvel,
Emily Warrington*, and Roman
Wood

12th Grade
Mariah Andrews*, Dezerick
Carter, Abigail Chappel, Grace
Dinsmore*, Kasia Giddings, Gar-
rett Green*, Emily Hetzer, Noah
Hetzer, Riley Kinel, Hailey
Kowalski, Juliana Krych, Court-
ney Mallory, Samantha Moore,
Madisyn Pennington, Haley
Pohlod*, Zachary Rayl, Daniel
Schwarck*, Caitlyn Sherman*,
Jada Shiel, Madisyn Spencer,
Quinlan Western, Alayna lams*,
and Cassidy Zyrowski*
*Denotes all A’s

Wife charged

Continued from page one.

year-old Richard Rager, under-
went an autopsy Friday afternoon
and the preliminary results con-
firmed the ruling,” Biniecki said.
“The 54-year-old female suspect

in the case was arrested Wednes-
day, following the sheriff’s office
detective’s response to the resi-
dence, and was arraigned Friday
afternoon in 73A District Court in
front of Magistrate Myla Ford,”
he added.

Biniecki identified the suspect –
and spouse of the victim – as
Donna Rager, who was arraigned
on felony charges of homicide –
open murder, tampering with evi-
dence, possession of a firearm in
the commission of a felony, and
concealing the death of an individ-
ual.

She remains in custody on a $1
million cash bond, and her next
court appearance is scheduled for
Tuesday, July 31.

Defendant pleads 

to five years incarceration and/or
a fine of up to $10,000.

Under a plea agreement, prose-
cutors agreed to dismiss charges
of conspiracy to commit breaking
and entering, attempted breaking
and entering, larceny in a building
and conspiracy to commit larceny
in a building.

In addition to the charges stem-
ming from the Quaker Maid bur-
glary, Smith was convicted of
being an habitual offender (having
two previous felony convictions),
which could provide for even
stiffer penalties when he is sen-
tenced.

In the meantime, a pre-sentence
investigation was ordered in his
case, bond was continued at
$8,000 and Smith was remanded
to the custody of the sheriff’s de-
partment.

Smith’s co-defendant, Sonya L.
Teller, 45, of Cass City, faces the
same charges as Smith. Her case
is scheduled to go to trial Tuesday,
July 31, in circuit court, although
she could also enter into a plea
agreement with prosecutors be-
fore then.

Teller, who shares a residence
with Smith in Cass City, also faces
a charge of obtaining money by
false pretenses in a separate case.

The investigation unfolded after
police were alerted to a “smash
and grab” burglary at Quaker
Maid during the early morning
hours of Feb. 26. Cass City Police
Chief Craig Haynes reported the
suspects allegedly used a blunt ob-
ject to smash the glass in the front
door of the business, then entered
the building, grabbed an unknown
amount of cash and fled.

About one month later, during
the early morning hours of March
27, business owner Kareem
Khoury discovered a second bur-
glary attempt, although the cul-
prits were unable to gain entry
through a glass door before flee-
ing the scene.

Haynes lauded Officer Ken
Miller’s work on the case, noting
his efforts in obtaining enhanced
digital images of the suspects
from a surveillance camera
marked a turning point in the in-
vestigation.

Continued from page one.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

No lip service here

ing a tire for someone etc., etc., etc.”
In my opinion, truer words were never spoken…

and they aren’t lip service.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I totally love a wide variety of music, and desper-
ately wish I had a voice that could carry a tune rather
than sound like a screeching owl.

I enjoy attending lip sync contests, so I have at-
tended several. I guess that is why I’m so totally
blown away by Facebook posts featuring  people lip
syncing.
I enjoy seeing the postings of police officers break-

ing it down to songs. The first such video I noticed
about a year ago was one of a deputy singing along
with Taylor Swift’s song, “Shake it Off.” The guy
was even asked to be on the television show Good
Morning America.

Since then, there have been many more such post-
ings here and there. Now, the gauntlet has been
thrown down in the form of a lip sync challenge to
those who wear brown and blue uniforms. One by
one, various police departments across the nation
have accepted the challenge.

One of the departments that took on the challenge
was the Slidell Police Department. They did an
amazing performance of Dirty Dancing’s “Hope you
had the time of your life”.

As I watched and enjoyed a couple more law en-
forcement agencies do amazing lip syncs, I decided
I would like to see departments in Tuscola and Huron
counties join in on the lip sync, so on Facebook I is-
sued a challenge to them.

Shortly after that, Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent posted this on the department’s Facebook
page:

“I keep getting requests for our agency to join the
lip sync contest,” he wrote. “A local funeral home
called me to thank whoever the deputy was that as-
sisted them spontaneously during a funeral proces-
sion. The deputy had not been called there but when
he saw that people were disrespecting the process he
became involved and directed traffic.

“I told the staff that my feeling is that these small
things that assist the community are what brings us
respect and admiration,” Skrent continued. “It isn’t
about making a lip sync video and expecting the pub-
lic to support us.

“I can’t even add up all the times I have heard one
of our staff giving some money to someone in need,
helping handicap persons cross a busy street, chang-

A few simple tips
to cut energy bills

Blistering temperatures this summer have area resi-
dents not only feeling the heat, but also digging deeper
into their pockets to keep up with monthly energy bills.
The good news, according to Michigan Agency of En-

ergy (MAE) officials, is customers can trim those bills
a bit if they simply make an effort to be “summer wise”
about their energy use as temperatures climb.

“There are many practical ways to cut your energy
usage while also staying cool in the summer months,”
says Anne Armstrong Cusack, executive director of the
Michigan Agency for Energy. “If everyone does just a
little bit, it will make a big difference in demand for
power, lessening the strain on utilities to meet high de-
mand on the hottest days.”

Moderating usage will be important as demand for
electricity is expected to increase in Michigan, accord-
ing to MAE’s Summer Energy Appraisal.

Even if the weather is near normal for the summer,
electricity usage is expected to rise about 1.5 percent
compared to a year ago. The report projects that resi-
dential electricity usage increasing 2.7 percent, with in-
dustrial sector usage up 1.5 percent and commercial
usage, up 0.6 percent. 
Electricity use in Michigan traditionally climbs along

with summer temperatures, according to annual figures
tracked by the federal Energy Information Administra-
tion (EIA), which also reports that nearly 60 percent of
homes in the state have central air conditioning, with
more than 20 percent using a window or wall unit.
EIA officials note that 56 percent of household energy

use is air conditioning and space heating.
To keep a lid on bills this summer, the MAE offers these

10 simple tips:
*Check with your electric or natural gas utilities about

energy waste reduction programs.
*Sign up for a budget billing plan that can spread out

your peak energy bills throughout the year.
*Install a programmable thermostat and save an esti-

mated 10 percent annually on cooling and heating.
*Seal air leaks to make your home more comfortable.
*Use a ceiling fan to lower your home’s temperature

by up to four degrees.
*Keep area around air vents clean. Blocked vents

make air conditioners work harder.
*Unplug cell phones, TVs, video games, and other de-

vices when not in use so they don’t continue to use en-
ergy in standby mode.
*Close window curtains and shades during the day to

keep the heat from the sun outside.
*When possible, use big-energy items such as electric

ovens, dishwashers, clothes washers and dryers, and
other large appliances or office equipment in the early
morning or late evening. Shifting the time of use will re-
duce the potential stress on Michigan’s electric system
at peak times.
*Schedule a home energy assessment to determine en-

ergy usage, where energy is being lost, and problem
areas to fix.
Want more ways to save? Log on to the Michigan Pub-

lic Service Commission (MPSC) website and click on
the “Consumer Information” link to learn about using
energy wisely, available energy assistance and weath-
erization programs, and preparing for and surviving
power outages.
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Rain or shine, the 10th Annual Cass River Clean-
Up day is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 18th, in our
area.

Cass City Village Council Trustee Nancy Barrios
says the 2018 Clean-Up project picks up where it
ended last year, and moves west to Hurds Corner
Road. The site host this year is Kappen Tree Service
at 2799 Hurds Corner Road, Cass City, she said,
adding, light refreshments will be available at 8:00
a.m. and the first 50 volunteers will receive a 2018
Cass River Clean-Up shirt. The event is generally
completed by noon. 
As a reminder, volunteers must be able to bend, lift

and maneuver on uneven surfaces. Please wear
comfortable clothing (no flip flops) that can get wet
and soiled. Also, Barrios encourages helpers to
bring their own life vest, and waders or shoes.
Safety orientation begins at 8:30 a.m.
For more information call Barrios at 810-358-5755.

**********     

I wouldn’t want my Wolverine pal Jim Hillaker to
miss out, so please make sure to let him know
there’s a golden opportunity to meet Michigan State
University’s Sparty just around the corner.

In Bad Axe, Sparty will visit the Huron County
fairgrounds on Monday, July, 30. The MSU mascot
is scheduled for a meet and greet at the 4-H building
from 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.
Actually, you can spend the day there, Jim, as the

4-H building opens at 11 a.m. to view exhibits,
while vendors will provide fun engaging educa-
tional activities from noon to 2 p.m. 

What the heck, take the Superintendent at Cass
City Schools along for the ride.

**********   

I attended the Bob Hirn Estate Auction Saturday
just south of Cass City. It was a huge sale that lasted
over eight hours, with two separate auctioneering
booths running simultaneously most of the after-
noon. 
The crowd in attendance was estimated at over 500

and of that total, to my surprise, over 1/3 of the bid-
ders were Amish. 

People came from near and far, said auctioneer
Marty Osentoski, because of the variety of items
Bob had and as
a tribute to the
Hirn family.

Hope you
enjoy the col-
lage below from
the sale.

Let’s consider proposed

medical marijuana plant

Editor,

Considering the proposal at hand – regarding the
proposed marijuana growing facility – I think per-
haps the smart idea would be to get some opinions
from our local police force. I’m sure they can explain
some of the pluses and minuses of such an endeavor.
Hopefully, they have an unbiased opinion on the
topic. Also, our town could use some money pumped
into streets, the pool, etc.

So, I ask the council/powers that be, are you going
to have your minds made up again and not vote for
what the taxpaying citizens of this community want?
I realize it could open somewhat of a “can of
worms”, but as with laws/ordinances, with some
good forethought and insight into this, and ideas
from the citizens, and voted upon, it could be a safe,
great, wonderful, healthy windfall to this village and
the county, which cannot stand to lose any more
jobs.

I say healthy because, to me, this medicine is way
better than any opiate. Some say that corporate
pharma is trying to oppose such alternatives to their
addictive cash cow. That may be true, and I think the
DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration) and some
companies and doctors realize they may have made
mistakes in the past.

On the subject of CBDs (cannabidiol, a naturally
compound in the cannabis plant) and alternatives to
opiates, such as kratom, they need to be more fully
utilized, in my opinion. I am no expert on this, so
maybe someone with more knowledge could step up
and inform all of our voting public.

I want to say that I do respect Mr. Schneeberger’s

Please turn to page 7.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Scot M. Jacobs, 44, Bay City,
was sentenced to 19 months to 15
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to charges of home
invasion, second degree, and con-
spiracy to commit home invasion
last October in Unionville, and
home invasion, second degree,
and conspiracy to commit home
invasion Nov. 9, 2016, in Wisner
Township.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $652 plus
combined restitution of $1,988.

*Nathaniel J. Jock, 33, Birch
Run, was sentenced to 365 days in
the county jail, with worksite priv-
ileges, following his pleas of
guilty to assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer, and
assaulting or obstructing a public
officer Feb. 6 in Caro. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for 24 months
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $708 plus attorneys fees
of $250.

*Chadwick P. Romain, 44, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, following his
pleas of no contest to two counts
of receiving and concealing stolen
firearms and possession of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony April 1 in Caro, and to lar-
ceny from a motor vehicle be-
tween March 24 and April 1,
2017, in Almer Township.

Aside from jail time, Romain,
who is listed as being homeless,
was placed on probation for 60
months and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,084.

*Matthew J. Hemmen, 33, Vas-
sar, was sentenced to 25 to 60
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to three counts of
criminal sexual conduct, first de-
gree, involving a victim under the
age of 13 years and a defendant
who was 17 years of age or older
when the crimes took place be-
tween Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2015, in
Vassar.
*Tony J. Emmons, 39, Caro, was

sentenced to two to 15 years in
prison following his plea of guilty
to tampering with an electronic
monitoring device Feb. 15 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $198.

*Drew A. Franko, 22, Milling-
ton, pleaded guilty to a charge of
possession of a controlled sub-
stance April 8 in Millington
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.
*Kevin W. Urban, 48, Caro, was

sentenced to one day in jail fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to
committing a fraudulent insurance
act in July 2014 in Indianfields
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $458 plus attorneys
fees of $100.
*Keith R. Johnson, 48, Caro, was

sentenced to two days in jail fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to pos-
session of marijuana or a synthetic

equivalent, subsequent offense,
July 6, 2017, in Indianfields
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $458 plus attorneys
fees of $100.

*Lisa G. LaBair, 40, Cass City,
pleaded guilty to receiving and
concealing property or cash val-
ued at more than $100 July 23,
2016, in Elkland Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*John A. Hamilton, 29, Caro,
pleaded no contest to attempted
fleeing and eluding, and guilty to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor April
22 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $1,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Andrew J. Klotzhuber, 24,
Otisville, pleaded no contest to
charges of breaking and entering
a building with intent to commit
larceny and assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer be-
tween March 23 and March 26 in
Tuscola Township; and to home
invasion, second degree, March
23-24, also in Tuscola Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at a
combined $16,000 and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.

*Duane N. Metro, 37, Milling-
ton, pleaded no contest to home
invasion, second degree, operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor, and do-
mestic violence March 23 in
Millington Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony convic-
tions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Brian L. Whisnant, 53, Gage-
town, pleaded no contest to carry-
ing a concealed weapon Sept. 14
in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Douglas W. Dubois, 35,
Mayville, pleaded no contest to
assault with intent to do great bod-
ily harm less than murder Jan. 7 in
Mayville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$25,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Dillan P. Pierce, 28, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to attempted
malicious destruction of fire/po-
lice department property, and op-

erating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, sec-
ond offense, April 8 in Vassar
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Chad R. Anderson, 37, Flint,
pleaded no contest to malicious
destruction of personal property
valued at $1,000 to $20,000, and
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor
March 28 in Kingston.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Gary M. Keyes, 50, Saginaw,
pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
March 24 in Reese. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Bobbi Jo Jacobs, 39, Bay City,
was sentenced to two to 15 years
in prison following her pleas of no
contest to possession of a con-
trolled substance last October in
Columbia Township; larceny of
$1,000 to $20,000 last July in Ju-
niata Township; home invasion,
second degree, and conspiracy to
commit home invasion Nov. 9,
2016, in Wisner Township; lar-
ceny in a building Oct. 26 in
Unionville; and home invasion,
second degree, and conspiracy to
commit home invasion last Octo-
ber in Unionville.

In addition to prison time, she
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,410 plus combined
restitution of $8,040.33.

*Donnell L. Wright Jr., 21, Sag-
inaw, was sentenced to 94 days in
jail (delayed for one year) follow-
ing his plea of delivery/manufac-
ture of cocaine, heroin or another
narcotic (less than 50 grams), sub-
sequent offense, April 13 in
Reese. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,258.
*Daniel J. Gebhardt, 32, Min-

neapolis, Minn., pleaded no con-
test to charges of uttering and
publishing involving a $348.74
check drawn on Exchange State
Bank, and identity theft April 4,
2016, in Caro. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$25,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections (MDOC).
Sentencing is to be scheduled.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Spam a big pain;
dangerous, too!

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

The grand opening of the VIP
Salon’s new coffee shop took
place last Thursday. Tyler Perry
was in attendance at the cere-
monies promoting, selling and
penning his signature on his
newly published book that offers
a kid friendly look into Cass City
and its past.

Ryan Douglas Symonds and
Julie Provins would like to an-
nounce their engagement. Ryan is
the son of Carol Ann Hewitt of
Cass City. Julie is the daughter of
Grant and Mary Provins of Men-
tor, Ohio. The couple will be mar-
ried in November.
Overall cavy showman and sen-

ior cavy showman were awarded
to Libby Venema and her market
rabbits. Venema is the daughter of
Martin and Lisa Venema. The rab-
bits were sold for $160.

Grand champion pen was
awarded to Mackenzie Chateuvert
and her market duck. Chateuvert
is the daughter of Nickolas Kloss.
The ducks were sold for $220 to
Mayville State Bank.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Cass City track coach Scott
Cuthrell announced last week that
2 of his Red Hawk thinclads have
earned 2008 Michigan Inter-
scholastic Track Coaches Associ-
ation (MITCA) Academic All
State honors. Named to the Divi-
sion 3 MITCA first team as jun-
iors were Jennica Richards and
Lukas Varney. Cuthrell said that
both Red Hawks “placed in the
top 8 in the state finals meet and
maintain a GPA of 3.5 or better.”
According to the MITCA,
Richards, placed 8th in the 1OO-
meter hurdles, and has a 3.979
GPA, while Varney, who finished
5th in the 1,600-meter run, has a
3.947 GPA.  

Lee and Bonnie Sweet of Deck-
erville, Michigan, recently held a
dispersal sale of their entire herd
of Angus cattle. They donated lot
number one, a yearling, registered
Angus heifer, Sweet Design Fron-
tier 703, to the Paul DeLong Me-
morial Scholarship of the Thumb
Jackpot Educational Program and
the Michigan Angus Auxiliary
Junior Scholarship Program.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Leann Deering received 1st
Place Medium Weight honors for
her steer at the Tuscola County
Fair last week. Chemical Bank of
Cass City bought the animal from
the Cass City 4-Her for 91 cents a
pound. 

Born to Debb and Gary Leasher
of Mt. Pleasant, a baby girl,
Devon Marie, July 12 at Central
Michigan Community Hospital.
She weighed 7 pounds, 15 1/2
ounces, and was 20 inches long.
Maternal grandparents are Keith
and Norma Rabideau of Gage-
town, and paternal grandparents
are William and Mary Leasher of
Mt. Pleasant. 

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class
Amy M, Kostanko, daughter of
John and Asteria Kostanko of
Kingston, was recently promoted
to her present rank while serving
with 3rd Medical Battalion, 3rd
Force Service Support Group,
Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan.
The 1990 graduate of Kingston
High School joined the Navy in
June, 1990.
Kate DeLong, Cass City 4-H’er,

earned Reserve Champion Home
Grown and Reserve Champion
Pen honors. Her Reserve Cham-
pion Home Grown sheep sold for
$1.70 a pound to Vita-Plus, and
her pen was purchased by Cass
City Oil and Gas for $1.30 a
pound.
Marie Russell, Cass City, earned

the Grand Champion Individual
and Grand Champion Home
Grown awards for her sheep. Bea-
gio’s of Kingston bought the ani-
mal for $3.75 a pound.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Renee Hugo celebrated her ninth
birthday Sunday at the home of
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Hugo. Her guests were Jenny
Gonzales of Mt. Clemens, Jen-

The Internet has certainly made my work as a journalist easier, but it’s
also created some annoying tasks.

For example, I spend far too much time sifting through my email ac-
counts at both work and home, separating the junk or “spam” from the
legitimate notes, news releases, photos, etc., although “spam catcher”
programs have slowed down spammers a bit.

It isn’t uncommon for me to receive a couple hundred unsolicited
emails over the course of a weekend.

I don’t know about you, but I follow some basic rules when it comes
to dealing with spam.

First, if I don’t know you, or your subject line has nothing to do with
an agency or topic I’m familiar with — or otherwise raises my suspicion
— your message is going into the dumpster.  The same goes for folks
who try to scam me (my first recommendation to most of these morons
is to learn how to spell and maybe try to use a little punctuation now
and then to throw me off).

Most of the time, I just answer spam in my head and then delete, as
in:
*”Is your wardrobe ready for fall?”  Ummm...I guess so.
*”Try sobriety today!”  Done.
*”Your urgent attention is needed (thanks) — Omar.”  Sorry, Omar,

deadlines are calling my name.
*Sell your timeshare!  Did you even use it this year?”  Nope.  Didn’t

get my yacht out, visit our summer place in the Hamptons, or get back
to the islands this year, either.
I once tried to get a better understanding of spam and how it works by

searching the Internet, but my eyes glazed over while working my way
through the second sentence (pretty much the same way they do when
my computer-guru son insists on explaining anything high-tech to his
old man).

“Email spam, also known as junk email or unsolicited bulk email
(UBE) is a subset of electronic spam involving nearly identical mes-
sages sent to numerous recipients by email.  Clicking on links in spam
email may send users to phishing websites or sites that are hosting mal-
ware.  Spam email may also include malware as scripts or other exe-
cutable file attachments.”
Thanks for nothing, Wikipedia.
By the way, spam was named for Spam luncheon meat via a Monty

Python sketch in which Spam is depicted as ubiquitous and unavoid-
able.
Unfortunately, email spam is not only a pain in the butt, it can also be

dangerous.
I’m not talking scams or viruses here.
Case in point: I occasionally receive invitations from various legiti-

mate dating agencies offering me a free weekend to search for “my
match”.  I’ve even received a couple emails from one infamous website
that caters to married folks looking to, shall we say, expand their rela-
tionship horizons — in secret.  “Life is short.  Have an affair,” the
emails state.

Yeah, right.  If I were to ever even think about having an affair, life
would be short alright.

drew, Tuesday, July 16, at Caro
Hospital. The baby weighed
seven pounds, and five ounces.
Mrs. Rockwell returned from
Saginaw General Hospital Tues-
day.

William Kitchin of Van Dyke
Road is the owner of a 30-year-
old Christmas cactus, which
blooms in the summer. According
to Kitchin, the plant belonged to
his wife’s stepmother before he
acquired it.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

At a church ceremony some-
where in Australia at eleven o’-
clock Saturday morning, June 26,
Miss Ena Esther Ashmore, daugh-
ter of Mr. John Ashmore of Aus-
tralia, became the bride of Sgt.
Robert Knight, son of Mrs. Ed-
ward Knight of Cass City. The
bride wore a lavender frock and
carried a bouquet of sweet peas.
Her bridesmaid was Mrs. Grace
Howard of Australia. Sgt.
Knight’s best man was Sgt.
Wilburt Gilligan, Madison, Wis.
Sgt. Knight is a member of a
United States Army quartermaster
unit now at an Army training
camp in Australia.
Secretary of War Henry L. Stim-

son placed the Congressional
Medal of Honor, the highest
award that America can give a
soldier for conspicuous gallantry
in action, upon Sgt. Maynard H.
Smith of Caro. The presentation
was made at a U.S. air station in
England Thursday morning, July
15. Sgt. Smith saved the lives of
six crew-mates on a Flying
Fortress raid of St. Nazaire,
France.

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Walrod,
LeRoy Armstead, Mr. and Mrs.
Roy Armstead and family and Mr.
and Mrs. Lee Hazard and family
celebrated the birthdays of Mr.
Walrod on July 19, Mr. Hazard
July 16, and Mrs. Armstead
whose anniversary is July 22,
with a potluck dinner at the State
Park. In the afternoon, Mr. and
Mrs. Walrod and Mrs. Armstead
and son, Erwin, called on their
aunt, Mrs. Mary Ellen Cobb, at
Caseville. Mr. and Mrs. L. Hazard
and family and nephew, Donald
Lackie, of Detroit, visited Mr.
Hazard’s sister and family of Ca-
seville. In the evening Mr. and
Mrs. Armstead and family visited
their old friends, Mr. and Mrs.
Leslie Simmons, and family, east
of Caseville.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

George E. Moore of South
Windham, Maine, has been in-
ducted into the Spruce Division of
the United States Forestry Service
and is now stationed at the Van-
couver Barracks, Washington.
Mrs. Moore and son, George
Everett, came Friday night to re-
main with the former’s mother,
Mrs. Isabella Miller, during the
war.

James Doerr met Capt. Ernest
Perkin, a former resident at Cass
City, while on liberty making a re-
turn trip from Washington to
Quantico, Virginia. They had both
been in the same camp but had
never met before. Capt. Perkins
expects to go across with the ma-
chine gun sections. At the present
time he is an instructor in a gun
school. Capt. Perkins wished to
be remembered to “all the Cass
City folks.”

About 40 friends and neighbors
gathered at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Wm. Ball in Ellington town-
ship Tuesday evening in honor of
their son, Wm. H. Ball, who
leaves today with the Tuscola
county contingent for Camp
Custer. The party was a complete
surprise to the young man who
was presented with a complete
soldier’s kit as a remembrance
from his many friends. Ice cream
and cake were served and all
spent a pleasant evening together.

Russell Gillies was presented
with a Masonic ring at a luncheon
and short program which fol-
lowed the special session of Tyler
Lodge Monday evening at which
time he received the Master
Mason’s degree. Mr. Gillies left
Wednesday morning to begin
training in the U. S. Navy.

nifer Hoard and Beth Bonkowski
of Cass City. The girls enjoyed a
scavenger hunt, also a pond party
and pajama party.

Josephine Bartnik of Cass City
was the winner of the quilt raffled
by the Elmwood Missionary Cir-
cle during sidewalk days last
weekend in Cass City. The raffle
was a highlight of the quilt show.

Marine Cpl. Philip M. Jerome,
son of Tom and Nancy Miller of
Krueger Road, Snover, has been
meritoriously promoted to his
present rank while serving with
Third Marine Division in Oki-
nawa. He received the accelerated
promotion in recognition of out-
standing performance, duty profi-
ciency and demonstrated
professional abilities. The 1981
graduate of Sandusky High
School joined the Marine Corps
in June 1981.
Marine Sgt. Benjamin R. Finley,

son of Betty and Raymond Finley
Sr. of English Road, Kingston,
has reported for duty at Marine
Corps Air Station in Cherry Point,
N.C.

Randy Ferris was named to the
dean’s list for the past quarter at
Cedarville College in Cedarville,
Ohio. A senior, he will graduate in
August. He is the son of Rev. and
Mrs. Gerald Ferris of Cass City
and a 1980 graduate of Cass City
High School.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Murphy and
sons, Scott and Patrick, attended
the Tiger-Angels baseball game in
Detroit Sunday and were callers
at the William Evo home in Royal
Oak.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Butler of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Mari, to
Kenneth Lowe, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Lowe of Snover.
Miss Butler is a 1975 graduate of
Cass City High School and her fi-
ancé is a 1976 Cass City graduate.
She is employed with Walpole
and Holmes, attorneys, in Caro
and he is a tool and die apprentice
at Walbro Corporation in Caro.
The couple plan to be married
Dec. 9.
William S. VanAllen of the U.S.

Navy was recently promoted
from the rank of seaman to
boatswains mate third class. The
sailor is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Douglas VanAllen of 6386 Sever-
ance Road, Cass City. He is now
serving as assistant craft master
on an 85-foot missile retriever
stationed at Point Mugu, Calif. 

Helen Collins of Rochester and
Mrs. Delbert Gracey returned
home from a two week trip to Fort
Collins, Colo., where they visited
Miss Vicky Collins. While there
they visited President and Mrs.
Gerald Ford’s home at Vail and
were at Aspen. They drove to the
top of Mount Evans and Pike’s
Peak, through Royal Gorge, Mesa
Verde National Park and went to
the Indian Cliff dwellers where
they went through their dwelling
and also went to Cheyenne,
Wyoming, and Missouri.

Steven W. Batts, Paula D.
Decker and Beth A. Shagene, all
of Cass City, and Gregory J.
Downing of Gagetown have been
named to the academic honors list
at Ferris State College for the
winter and spring quarters. Roy P.
Pierce and David M. Romig made
the list for the winter quarter and
Karen S. Krug was named for the
spring quarter. All are from Cass
City. To be named to the honors
list at the Big Rapids school, a
student must earn at least a 3.25
grade point average (B+) and
carry at least 14 credit hours for
the quarter.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Mr. and Mrs. William Berlin of
Detroit announce the engagement
of the latter’s sister, Miss Monica
Lutzen, Detroit, daughter of the
late Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester
Lutzen, Detroit, to Ernest E.
Bouck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Olin
Bouck, Cass City. The couple will
both begin their senior year at
Central Michigan University in
the fall. Wedding plans are indef-
inite.
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ron Rock-

well of Snover, a son, Rodney An-
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4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121

www.hdghmi.org

Ear, Nose, 
Throat 
Specialist

Starting 
August 14th! 
Seeing patients
at Hills & Dales
ENT Clinic

Call to schedule 
an appt today 
989-912-6112

Also performing 
surgery at 
Hills & Dales  
General Hospital

Dr. Brian Perry
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IT’S OFFICIAL — a Cass City area barn was selected to be featured on the

cover of the 2019 Barn Quilts Calendar. The barn is owned by William and

Andrea Shagene, 6760 N. Cemetery Rd. (Photo courtesy of Terry Klein)
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Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A Cass City area barn is in the national spotlight.
The barn, owned by William and Andrea Shagene, 6760 N. Cemetery

Rd., was selected to be featured on the cover of the 2019 National Quilt
Calendar because of its unusual quilt sign.

“The quilt sign that is on this barn is the largest barn quilt square in
Michigan. It is 16 by 16. Plywood sheets are painted with a variety of
quilt designs and placed on barns as part of the Thumb Quilt Trail in
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties,” explained Thumb Quilt Trail
President Pamela Stillwell-Binder, noting the other 99 quilts on the trail
measure eight by eight feet.
The quilt came to the attention of Author Suzi Parron, who publishes

the National Quilt calendar, when a photographer submitted a photo of
it to her.

“Because I have written two books on barn quilts, I have plenty of
photos.  On a whim, I posted a note a few years ago asking for photos
to be submitted for the upcoming calendar,” Parron recalled. “The re-
sponse was so amazing that I now do that every year.
“Terry Klein, who photographs the barn quilts in the Thumb area, has

contributed for a few years now.”
The name of the Shagene quilt is “Roll Away Fly Away.” 
According to Parron, there were a variety of reason’s the Shagene barn

was selected for the cover of the national quilt trail calendar.
“The cover photo needs to be one that has a lot of visual impact — a

large beautiful barn photographed nicely on a beautiful day,” she said.
“It is a stunning barn quilt. As soon as I saw that photo I knew it was
exactly right.

“The photographer used just the right angle to show the unique char-
acter of the barn, and because the barn quilt is larger than most, it really
stands out.”

Residents can order a copy of the 2019 Barn Quilts Calendar by vis-
iting the website www.barnquiltinfo.com/store. The calendars are $12
each.
This is not the first Cass City area quilt to receive special attention re-

cently.
Earlier this month the village of Cass City hosted a celebration recog-

nizing the 100th quilt on the Thumb Quilt trail, mounted on the village
DPW building.
The quilts are designed and painted by several volunteers.

National spotlight

Shagene barn quilt selected
for cover of 2019 calendar 

Contamination issues
hinder recycling move

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The planned relocation of Tuscola County Recycling from 1123 Mertz
Rd. to a site less than a mile away has hit a snag.

The issue involves contamination at the former Riverview Auto and
Recycling site, which had operated as a salvage yard since the early
1980s.

Answers are being sought as to why the problem wasn’t discovered
and addressed before county officials agreed to purchase the property.
At the time of the purchase in early 2017, it was believed there were no
issues.

As a result of the reported contamination, there have been meetings
involving county officials, the county’s attorney, the former owner of
the salvage yard, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) officials, and AKT Peerless Environmental Services, which con-
ducted the environmental study of the property.
“It (some contamination) was missed. We want to know why, and what

is going to be done,” said Tuscola County Administrator/Controller
Mike Hoagland.
Barrels with contamination were discovered and, along with more than

a dozen other areas of contamination, need to be cleaned up before the
recycling center can be relocated.

Previous DEQ findings indicated areas of contamination that did not
come to light before the agreement to purchase the property.

“The purchase agreement on the property said the site would be
cleaned before the county took it. An environmental study (was) done
and our attorney helped with the deal that said the site was clean,” said
Tuscola County Chief Accountant Clayette Zechmeister, who coordi-
nated the last county meeting in the absence of the county controller.
She noted the county will be seeking an independent counsel as the
issue moves forward.
Initially, the county had a difficult time finding contractors willing to

take on small projects to fix up the 7,000-square foot building for recy-
cling operations. So, it was decided the county’s building and grounds
department would handle some of the work, while contractors would
be hired to take care of the technical work.

In April, commissioners approved Keys’ bid of $19,642 for steel
$8,150 for masonry work. The contract for roof replacement went to
Rickwalt Building Solutions, LLC, for $26,505, and the contract for
plumbing/mechanical work was awarded to Burkhard Plumbing and
Heating for $28,794. Now, all of that is on hold.
The next meeting of the commissioners has been rescheduled to 8 a.m.

Tuesday, July 31.
Although the current recycling center is on a site totaling just one acre,

it handles a significant amount of recyclables according to a 2017 re-
port, which revealed the center’s mission has kept some 1,460,011
pounds — 730 tons — of recyclable material out of landfills.
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opinion on the subject. Sometimes
people are led down the wrong
path into temptation.

Please, the citizens of this town,
let bygones be bygones and let’s
move forward to the future before
the opportunity is not there.

Respectfully, a soon-to-be-

former resident,

Brian Seeley
Cass City

Kevin Daley deserves area residents’ vote

Let’s consider medical marijuana proposal 

Editor,

The values and foundation of
Tuscola County lie in our agricul-
tural roots and heritage.  I grew up
on a family farm right here in Tus-
cola County, and understand from
firsthand experience, the require-
ments of having to be on call and
available 24/7 to deal with every
aspect of farming.
Whether it’s tilling and grooming

ground, planting, harvesting, cul-
tivating, cutting, hauling, birthing
or repairing equipment, the obli-
gations and work of farming re-
quire commitment, dedication,
planning and old-fashioned hard
work.
Kevin Daley is a fifth-generation

farmer who, along with his wife,
Deb, has nurtured the values of
hard work, commitment to com-

munity and strong family values.
Having lived and raised my fam-

ily in the rapidly expanding
Lapeer County area for nearly 37
years, I came to know, serve and
work with individuals who con-
tributed to the success of the
county.   Kevin Daley was one of
those people. He served in local
government as a trustee, planning
commission member and Arcadia
Township supervisor for many
years.  He went on to serve six
years as a state representative.

He is a Farm Bureau member,
Right-to-Life member, serves on
Lapeer-Tuscola Habitat for Hu-
manity, is a board member on the
Human Development Commis-
sion (serving Tuscola, Huron,
Sanilac and Lapeer counties),
third degree Knight and active

member of Immaculate Concep-
tion Church along with many
other civic and charitable organi-
zations.

Kevin believes and supports
local government and is pro-job,
pro-life, pro-2nd Amendment and
is supported and endorsed by
Congressman Paul Mitchell,
among others.

Kevin has an unfaltering com-
mitment to public service, com-
mon-sense family values and the
hard work it takes to get the job
done.   Elect someone who is in-
volved in, serves and knows our
county. Make your vote count for
Tuscola County. Elect Kevin
Daley to represent us as our state
senator.

Nancy Barrios 
Cass City

Elect Matt Bierlein state representative 

Editor,

Senator Mike Green’s son, Phil,
is following in his father’s foot-
steps and running for his first
elected office – that of state repre-
sentative. What Phil has going for
him is his father’s name recogni-
tion, and the icon GREEN elec-
tion signs made popular by his
dad, Senator Mike Green. But re-
member - you’re not voting for his
dad.
What Phil Green doesn’t have is

experience. He’s a courteous, re-

spectful young man who can call
his dad to find out what to do, or
how to handle an issue. But, what
we don’t need in Lansing is a nice
young man in training.  What we
need is a seasoned representative
who can do the job.

Matt Bierlein has not only served
Tuscola County residents as a
county commissioner since 2012,
he has also earned the trust, repu-
tation and skills that allowed him
to be selected to serve as the 110th
president of the Michigan Associ-

ation of Counties.  Matt has the
hands on, tried and true, experi-
ence and knowledge required to
serve Tuscola County residents as
our state representative.
When you go to the polls Aug. 7,

don’t vote based on the color of a
sign. Vote for the person who is
best equipped to serve Tuscola
County residents.

Vote Matt Bierlein for state rep-
resentative.

Nancy Barrios 
Cass City

LARA expands use of medical marijuana
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

As the Cass City Village Council
continues to wrestle with whether
or not to allow a medical mari-
juana growing plant to operate in-
side a factory in the local
industrial park, Michigan Licens-
ing and Regulatory Affairs
(LARA) officials recently ex-
panded the scope of illnesses that
qualify for cannabis use.

There are now nearly a dozen
more illnesses that qualify indi-
viduals to obtain a Michigan Med-
ical Marijuana Program Registry
Identification Card.

The new medical conditions
added to the physician certifica-
tion form in the updated applica-
tion packet include arthritis,
autism, colitis, inflammatory
bowel disease, obsessive compul-
sive disorder (OCD), Parkinson’s,
rheumatoid arthritis, spinal cord
injuries, Tourette’s Syndrome and
ulcerative colitis. Those condi-
tions qualify for a medical mari-
juana card immediately.

“This just shows there is a need
for what we want to do,” said Gus

Ploss, president of Millennium In-
dustries Sales and Marketing, who
along with the company President
Gary Vollmar have been trying to
convince Cass City officials to
allow development of a medical
marijuana growing operation
within the company’s factory at
6285 Garfield Ave.
“To me, this is just the beginning

of the medical benefit...of
cannabis,” Ploss added.

He and Vollmar have presented
their proposal to use 25,000-
square feet of unused space at
their facility for a Class C opera-
tion – allowing for the growing,
cultivation, and curing of up to
1,500 marijuana plants — to the
council three times since April.
And, they hosted a public forum
last month to solicit public input.

During the forum, the majority
of the roughly 80 people in atten-
dance expressed support for the
venture.

To legally use medical mari-
juana, a person must apply for and
obtain a card issued by a licensed
medical physician.

Aside from pain management,
proponents of medical marijuana
say the drug helps with ALS, can-

cer, glaucoma, Crohn’s disease,
nausea, seizures, acquired im-
mune deficiency, hepatitis C, and
many other illnesses.

In June, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) approved the
first prescription drug made from
marijuana to treat epilepsy.

“As more research is done with
cannabis, there could be more ill-
nesses helped,” said Ploss. “The
list of medical issues cannabis
helps keeps expanding.”

The laws regulating medical
marijuana changed last year.
There are licensing procedures for
growers, processors, transporters,
testing facilities and dispensaries.

If a special-use permit is ap-
proved by the village council,
Millennium Industries would de-
velop a state-of-the art secure fa-
cility with H/Vac to control any
odor, and 24/7 security with cam-
era monitoring. The mature mari-
juana plants would be transported
to an independent licensed provi-
sioning center by an independent
licensed transporter, and the facil-
ity would not be a direct sale op-
eration that would draw
customers.

Johnson: remember to “move over” in traffic

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson
is reminding motorists to follow
Michigan’s “move over” law that
protects the lives of emergency re-
sponders who have stopped their
vehicle on a roadway.

“Twenty-four hours each day,
emergency personnel are on duty
working to protect us from harm,”
Johnson said. “We ask motorists

to return the favor — and follow
the law — by moving over a lane
when they see police and fire ve-
hicles, ambulances, tow trucks or
other emergency responders
stopped on the road or the edge of
the road.”

Michigan’s Emergency Vehicle
Caution Law, which went into ef-
fect in 2001, requires that when

drivers see a stationary emergency
vehicle or tow truck pulled over
with its flashing, rotating or oscil-
lating lights on, passing motorists
must move over at least one lane
or two vehicle widths. If moving
over cannot be accomplished, mo-
torists must slow down and pass
with caution. Violators face fines
or jail.

According to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, the Number one cause of law
enforcement deaths is traffic acci-
dents.
A report cited by the Pew Center

revealed that each year, six to
eight fire rescue and emergency
medical service personnel are
killed in or near moving traffic, as
are 10 to 12 police officers.

The Emergency Responder
Safety Institute estimates that a
tow operator is killed every six
days in the United States while
providing roadside or towing
services.
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News briefs
Caro company bags grant
LANSING – The Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment recently voted to approve Food and Agriculture Investment
Fund grants for five food and agriculture projects in Michigan, includ-
ing one in the Caro area.
Quality Roasting, LLC, of Caro, will receive a $75,000 performance-

based grant to support the construction and operation of a new 33,000
square-foot soybean processing facility in Indianfields Township.

Quality Roasting is a joint-venture formed by Quality Roasting, Inc.
(QRI) and the DeLong Co. Inc. (DeLCo) to process soybeans into crude
soybean oil and Exceller Meal, an expelled high bypass soybean meal
that uses no chemicals or solvents in the manufacturing process. Quality
Roasting will utilize roughly 2.2 million bushels of soybeans, or about
two percent of Michigan’s annual soybean yield. The project will re-
quire a $10 million investment and is expected to create eight jobs.

The grant-funded projects are designed to help grow companies fo-
cused on processed fruit, dairy, and soybean operations, as well as sup-
port the expansion of consumer-demand driven, value-add Michigan
products.

“Michigan’s place as a national leader in the food and agriculture in-
dustry is undeniable,” said Gordon Wenk, director of the Michigan De-
partment of Agriculture and Rural Development. “Not only do we
produce some of the most diverse and highest quality products, but
we’re also quick to adopt new technology and respond to consumer
trends around the world. These grants are an effective way of acceler-
ating development and creating jobs that may otherwise take years or
not happen at all.”

Lock in winter fuel prices
LANSING — Michigan’s propane customers are advised to lock in fuel
prices now, well ahead of the heating season, says the Michigan Agency
for Energy (MAE).

“While U.S. propane stocks are slightly higher than last year’s levels
at this time, they are 27 percent below levels seen in 2016,” said Anne
Armstrong Cusack, MAE executive director. “It is wise to sign contracts
soon – instead of waiting until the winter when demand is higher. Acting
now can result in significant savings.”
More than eight percent of Michigan households use propane as their

primary heating fuel, and the state leads the nation in total residential
propane consumption.

2018 National 4-H Congress
MICHIGAN — 4-H Congress November 23 to 27 in Atlanta, Georgia!
Michigan 4-H youth ages 14 to 19 are invited to apply for this year’s
National 4-H Congress, scheduled for Nov. 23-27 in Atlanta, Ga.

During this capstone leadership, citizenship and community service
event, 4-H youth from across the country come together to experience
an exciting program featuring educational, service and leadership op-
portunities as well as local cultural tours and experiences, and presen-
tations by community leaders, speakers and educators.

The exact cost will be determined based on the number of delegates
and airfare, but it’s estimated it will be roughly $1,500 per youth. Fees
include registration, hotel, airfare and most meals.
For more information, contact Patti Errer, Huron County 4-H program

coordinator, at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 609) or email errerpat@msu.edu
before Wednesday, Aug. 1.

Special meet for site plan
CASS CITY — The Cass City Planning Commission will host a special
meeting today (Wednesday) at 7 p.m. to review the site plan for a pro-
posed grocery store.

Kingston Days Aug. 24-26
KINGSTON — The Kingston Days celebration is scheduled for Friday
through Sunday, Aug. 24-26, but there is plenty to do until then.
Kingston Days T-shirts are on sale now for $15. The shirts are available

at the Kingston Corner Store, the village hall, Tri-County Bank and
Kimberly’s Styles.
Proceeds from the sales go to help support the festival.

Tuscola “night out” on tap
CARO — Tuscola County’s annual “Night Out” event will get under-
way at 4 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 2.

The three-hour event will be at a new location this year — 1085 E.
Caro Rd., in the parking lot of the former Farmer Jack’s, which is adja-
cent to Walmart in Caro. In past years it was held in the parking lot at
the Tuscola Technology Center/Highland Pines School.

The free, family-friendly event features fire and police department
equipment and demonstrations along with displays and information.

The evening gives citizens the chance to interact with local first re-
sponders. Those attending will see police cars, fire trucks, ambulances
and equipment demonstrations. Free food will also be available while
it lasts.
The event is hosted by the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department, Caro

Fire Department, Elmwood Township-Gagetown Fire Department, and
the ACW-Unionville Fire Department.
In addition, Camp 911 will be taking place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thurs-

day and Friday, Aug. 2-3, at Highland Pines School, 1381 Cleaver Rd.,
Caro. The free, two-day safety camp is for kids ages five to 10 years
old.
Registration is necessary. Forms can be found on the Tuscola County

Sheriff’s Department’s Facebook page.

Senior lunch, seminar set
UBLY — The Human Development Commission (HDC) will host a
“lunch and learn” seminar for seniors Wednesday, Aug. 8, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at Ubly High School.
There will be a lunch, informational workshops on nutrition, elder law,

Medicare/Medicaid and more. There will also be prizes awarded.
Pre-registration is required. Call HDC at 1-800-843-6394 for more in-

formation.

HHW recycling is available
CARO — The Tuscola County Recycling Facility will host a household
hazardous waste and latex paint collection Saturday, Sept. 8, at 1123
Mertz Rd., (M-24).
Collection is done by appointment only. Call (989) 672-1673 for more

information.
This collection is for toxic, poisonous, flammable, caustic, latex paint,

oil-based paint, pool chemicals, pesticides, herbicides and mercury.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Tuscola County Animal Shelter
re-opens, search on for director

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Although the Tuscola County
Animal Shelter still doesn’t have
a director, the facility is back in
operation following a brief clo-
sure.

“The shelter opened (last week)
Tuesday with its regular hours,”
said Tuscola County Chief Ac-
countant Clayette Zechmeister,
who coordinated the last county
meeting in the absence of the
county controller. “There is
enough staff now to operate the
shelter while a director is being
sought.

“We will be scheduling inter-
views to fill that position soon,”

Zechmeister added.
Tuscola County is in the process

of transitioning from contracting
with Sanilac County for animal
control services to operating its
own independent shelter. In the
process, Tuscola County officials
have faced some minor issues.

For example, the shelter closed
July 13 because there were not
enough personnel to fully operate
the facility at the time. The glitch
stemmed from the resignation of a
newly-hired shelter director.

In the meantime, the shelter’s
other positions have been filled.
The full-time person, Tyler Ray,
was hired along with Kristina
Beckman, who is part-time.

Beckman took care of the ani-

mals housed in the shelter over the
weekend, according to Tuscola
County Clerk Jodi Fetting.
Until a director is hired, Building

and Grounds Director Mike Miller
will serve as interim director of
the animal shelter.

Tuscola County commissioners
decided to take over management
of the local shelter because the
contract they’ve had for the last 14
years with Sanilac County’s Ani-
mal Shelter Director James Mat-
son ended when he retired in June.

The shelter is open Monday
through Friday from 9:30 to 11
a.m. and from 2 to 4 p.m., and on
Saturdays from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
More information is available by
calling (989) 672-3863.

Naloxone doses in high demand
Naloxone has been in high de-

mand across Michigan over the
past three months, with the state’s
pharmacies dispensing 3,174 or-
ders between April and July 1.
“The addiction epidemic contin-

ues to impact every community in
our state, and I’m glad that Michi-
ganders are taking preventative
action in having naloxone on-
hand to prepare for potential over-
doses,” Lt. Gov. Brian Calley said.

“While we have made progress,
we have a long way to go and
equipping people with naloxone is
a great step. Together we can con-
tinue to fight this epidemic and
ensure more second chances and
fewer funerals.”
This increase is more than double

the number of orders filled in the
prior reporting quarter.
Of those orders filled, 1,068 were

under a standing order by
MDHHS Chief Medical Execu-
tive Dr. Eden Wells, with the re-
maining 2,106 orders filled
through prescriptions from physi-
cians. Between January and April
1 of this year, 1,462 orders were
filled; 468 through the standing
order and 994 through other
physician prescriptions.
“This increase illustrates the im-

portance of the standing order and
ready access to naloxone,” Wells

said. “In the case of an overdose,
seconds count. Those in danger of
an opioid-related overdose or their
loved ones need immediate access
to this life-saving drug.”

The standing order, in effect
since May, is part of the state’s
strategy for addressing the opioid
epidemic in Michigan that came
out of a special task force created
by Gov. Rick Snyder and chaired
by Calley.
The order allows registered phar-

macies to dispense naloxone to
those at risk of an opioid-related
overdose, as well as family mem-
bers, friends and other persons
who may be able to assist a person
at risk of overdose. Registered
pharmacies are required to track
the amount of naloxone dispensed
and report these numbers to
MDHHS on a quarterly basis.

More than 60 percent of the
state’s 2,797 pharmacies with con-
trolled substance licenses in
Michigan are registered to dis-
pense naloxone under the standing
order for a total of 1,690. Since
May 2017, pharmacies across the
state have dispensed 10,328 or-
ders of naloxone; 3,374 through
the standing order and 6,954
through prescriptions from physi-
cians.

Similar to the rest of the nation,

Michigan has seen a dramatic in-
crease in opioid-related deaths.
From 1999 to 2016, 7,300 people
have died from an opioid over-
dose with more than 60 percent of
those deaths occurring since 2010.

Previously, naloxone was avail-
able only to individuals who re-
ceived a prescription from their
doctor. In recent years, law en-
forcement and other first respon-
ders have increased their capacity
to administer naloxone to address
opioid overdoses – the majority
which occur due to prescription
painkillers, fentanyl and heroin.
Through the standing order, indi-

viduals can receive naloxone from
a registered pharmacy without
having to see a healthcare
provider. People who obtain
naloxone from pharmacies also
receive information on steps for
responding to an opioid overdose
and important information about 
where to go for further treatment.

Calley says the state is using
every available tool to combat the
opioid epidemic. The collabora-
tive efforts of state agencies am-
plifies Michigan’s efforts related
to prevention and treatment of pa-
tients, education of health profes-
sionals and enforcement of
over-prescribers.
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 y     
8u schedule       

Friday, July 27th 
North Field  6:00pm  Cass City  vs Marlette 
Saturday, July 28th  
North Field 8:30am  Mayville  vs  Sandusky 
South Field 9:00am  Saginaw  vs  Reese 
North Field 10:15am  Kimball  vs  Mayville 
South Field 10:45am  Sandusky  vs  Saginaw 
North Field Noon   Reese  vs  Cass City 
South Field  12:30pm  Marlette  vs  Kimball   
          (Single elimination tournament) 
South Field  2:00pm  7th seed vs  2nd seed 
North Field  2:00pm  6th seed vs  3rd seed 
South Field  3:45pm  5th seed  vs  4th seed 
Sunday, July 29th 
North Field  11:00am  7th/2nd winner  vs  6th/3rd winner 
South Field  11:00am  5th/4th winner  vs  1st  seed 
North Field  1:00pm   Final   
 
 
 
 
 

      
10u schedule 

             
Saturday, July 28th  
Field 1  8:00am  Cass City  vs  Deckerville 
Field 2  8:00am  Caro  vs  Marlette 
Field 1  9:45am  Kimball  vs  Reese 
Field 2  9:45am  Richmond  vs  Bad Axe 
Field 1  11:30am  Brown City vs  Cass City 
Field 2  11:30am  Davison  vs  Richmond 
Field 1  2:00pm  Deckerville  vs  Kimball 
Field 2  2:00pm  Bad Axe  vs  Caro 
Field 7  2:30pm  Reese  vs  Brown City 
Field 1  4:00pm  Marlette  vs  Davison 
Field 2  4:00pm  Kimball  vs  Cass City 
Field 7  4:30pm  Caro  vs  Richmond 
Sunday, July 29th 
Field 1  9:00am    Reese  vs  Deckerville 
Field 2  9:00am  Marlette  vs Bad  Axe 
Field 6  9:00am  Brown City  vs  Kimball 
Field 7  9:00am  Davison  vs  Caro 
Field 1  10:45am  Reese  vs  Cass City 
Field 2  10:45am  Marlette  vs  Richmond 
Field 6  10:45am  Brown City  vs  Deckerville 
Field 7  10:45am  Davison  vs  Bad Axe 
Field 7  1:00pm  Pool A#1  vs  Pool B#1 

 
 
 
 

       
12u schedule 

 
Saturday, July 28th  
Field 6  8:00am  Cass City  vs  Sandusky 
Field 7  8:00am  Bad Axe   vs  Hawks 
Field 6  9:45am  Cass City  vs  Hawks 
Field 7  9:45am  Sandusky  vs  Bad Axe 
Field 6  12:30pm  Cass City  vs  Bad Axe 
Field 7  12:30pm  Sandusky  vs  Hawks 
Sunday, July 29th 
Field 6  1:00pm  #1 seed    vs  #2 seed 

 
 
 
 
 

 y     
14u schedule 

 
Saturday, July 28th 
H.S. Field  8:00am  Cass City vs Deckerville 
Field 5   8:30am  Bay County Blue vs Caro 
H.S. Field  9:45am  Bay County #3 vs Marlette 
Field 5   10:15am  Reese vs North Branch 
H.S. Field  11:30am  Deckerville vs Bay County Blue 
Field 5   Noon  Cass City vs Caro 
H.S. Field  1:30pm  Reese vs Marlette 
Field 5   2:00pm  Bay County #3 vs North Branch 
H.S. Field  3:15pm  Caro vs Deckerville 
Field 5   3:45pm  Cass City vs Bay County Blue 
H.S. Field 5:00pm  North Branch vs Marlette 
Field 5   5:30pm  Reese vs Bay County #3 
Sunday, July 29th 
H.S. Field  11:00am  Pool A #1 vs Pool B #2 
Field 5   11:00am  Pool B #1 vs Pool A #2 
Field 5    1pm     Final 
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PICTURED ABOVE are the 2018-19 4-H Cloverbud Ambassador Delegates

(front row) along with the 2017-18 4-H Ambassadors (back row). They are

(front row, from left) Ethan Yackle, Sydney Protzman, Ava Morell, Elianah

Shupe, (back row, from left) Clara Tait, Dori Battel, Evelyn Daskam, Royce

Daskam and McKenzie Stomack.

Four 4-H Cloverbuds recently took part in the Huron County 4-H Am-
bassador interviews and a dinner at held at the Huron Expo Center (fair-
grounds) in Bad Axe.
The young ambassador candidates interviewed were:
*Ava Morell, the daughter of Darren and Jaclyn Morell of Ubly, and

Ed and Shelda Crosby. The eight-year-old attends Laker Elementary
School and is a member of Growing Go-ers 4-H Club.

*Sydney Protzman, the daughter of Carrie Lewis of Elkton and Nick
Protzman of Caseville.  She is seven years old, attends Laker Elemen-
tary School and is a member of the Laker 4-H Club.
*Elianah Shupe, the daughter of Christopher and Angelique of Elkton.

She is seven years old, home schooled and is a member of Boots and
Bling 4-H Club.
*Ethan Yackle, the son of Kyle and Vicki Yackle of Pigeon.  He is also

seven years old, attends Cross Lutheran School and is a member of
Country Kids 4-H Club.

This year’s announcement of the 2018-2019 4-H Cloverbud Ambas-
sadors is scheduled to take place Monday, July 30, at 6:00 p.m. at the
Hagen Show Barn/Arena after the 4-H Club Explosion during the
Huron Community Fair.

Huron County 4-Hers
vying for Ambassador
positions for 2018-19

“We are thankful the police department and emergency manager have
agreed to assist us with our drill,” said Bellew, who noted once the ex-
ercise has been completed, members of the hospital administration and
employees, and emergency response officials, will participate in a de-
briefing and create an action plan based on what they learn during the
exercise.

Continued from page one.

Hospital gearing up for drill

Charles Carpenter

Charles William Carpenter, 81, of Deford, passed away on Thursday, July 19, 2018 at Covenant Medical
Center – Harrison in Saginaw. 
Charlie was born July 22, 1936 on the family farm in Caro, the son of the late Merrill & Alice (Cutler) Car-

penter. 
He graduated from Caro High School with the class of 1954 and later attended Michigan State University

for an agricultural short-course. 
He was united in marriage with the former Marilyn Cargill on September 19, 1959 in Marlette. 
Charlie was drafted to the U.S. Army in 1959, where he was stationed in Germany, serving until his hon-

orable discharge in 1962. Upon his return from the service, he and Marilyn moved to Deford and spent the
remainder of his life there. Charlie was a lifelong farmer and farrier and served as a weighmaster at several

stockyards in the Thumb area. He always enjoyed being around children and he
adored his grandchildren. Charlie was a 4th generation horseman and was a char-

ter member of the first horse club in Tuscola County. He could also be found
at several coffee groups around town where he enjoyed socializing and rem-

iniscing. Charlie was a great story-teller to anyone willing to listen, as he
believed some stories were worth repeating.

Left to cherish his memory are his wife of fifty-eight years, Marilyn Car-
penter of Deford; three children and their spouses, Carrie & Darren Ox-
ford of Parrish, Florida, Julie & Brian Moore of Deford and Mike &
Tracy Carpenter of Caro; six grandchildren and their spouses, Jessica &
Jason Schmidt of North Branch, Nicholas & Kristin Moore of Saginaw,
Andrea Oxford and her fiancé, Drew, of St. Petersburg, Florida, Ryan Ox-
ford and his special friend, Becky, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Stephanie Car-

penter of Davison and Mandy Carpenter of Caro; six great-grandchildren,
Madelynn, Braelynn, Abigail, Lennon, Kaitlynn and Jacob; sister- and broth-

ers-in-law, Jean & Ron Weirauch of Flushing and Lee Cargill of Wesley
Chapel, Florida; and several nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his parents, Charlie was preceded in death by his sisters-in-law, Al-
berta O’Dell and Patricia Cargill.
Funeral services were held on Sunday, July 22, at the Ransford Collon Funeral Home in Caro with the Rev.

Brad Speirs officiating. 
Burial followed at the Indianfields Township Cemetery on Walk Road in Caro. 
Those planning an expression of sympathy may wish to consider memorial contributions to the Tuscola

County 4-H. 
The family was assisted with these arrangements by the Ransford Collon Funeral Home of Caro.  Friends

may share memories, thoughts, and prayers online at www.RansfordCollon.com.  

Larry Peters

Larry Virgil Peters, 80, of Cass City, died unexpectedly Thursday, July 19, 2018 in Hills and Dales General
Hospital, Cass City.  
He was born September 9, 1937 in Tyre, the fifth of nine children born to Virgil and Sophie (Konkel) Peters.  
He married Harriet Marie Young April 28, 1967 in Verona.

Larry graduated from Cass City High School in 1955.  He worked in his father’s
sawmills is Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola counties.  Larry served in the U.S. Army,

stationed in Korea and later in the Merchant Marines patrolling the Great
Lakes.  He delivered snack foods and pizzas to various area bars and party

stores.  Larry owned and operated a carwash in Cass City.  He was well
known for the huge rocker chair that he built, that sits in his yard.  Larry
enjoyed supporting the Detroit Tigers and Detroit Lions.  He loved to tin-
ker with his collection of antique cars.   

Larry is survived by his wife, Harriet; brothers:  Dwaine (Helen) Peters
of Cass City and Randy (Julie) Peters of Sherwood; sister, Mary Lou Kerr
of Bay City; sister-in-law, Judy peters of Allegan; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins.  
He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers:  Ron Peters, Gordon

Peters, LaVerne Peters and Roger Peters; and sister, Patricia Kelley.   
A graveside service was held at 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, July 25, in Elkland

Township Cemetery.  Military honors were conducted by Cass City V.F.W.
Post #3644 and the U.S. Army.  

Memorials may be made to Cass City V.F.W. Post #3644. Family and friends
may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneral-

home.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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CASS CITY Rotary Club members and friends attending last week’s ribbon-

cutting ceremony at the club’s Little Free Library in Deford included (from

left) the Rev. Steve Bagnall, Jim Baker, Amy Peters, Jim Kranz, Carolyn Soren-

son, Carrie Luana, Bert Althaver, Deborah Kranz, Val Hartel, Dave Milligan

and Kevven Dorland.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

About a dozen Cass City Rotary
Club members and friends gath-
ered in Deford last week for a
brief ribbon-cutting ceremony
dedicating the local club’s Little
Free Library, located at 5846
Bruce St., next to Deford Country
Grocery.

Little Free Libraries have be-
come a global phenomenon, with
an estimated 60,000-plus of the
small, front-yard book exchanges
popping up around the United
States and across the globe in
more than 70 countries.
Sharing good books and bringing

communities together is the idea
behind the Little Free Library
project, according to Cass City
Rotary Club President Debra
Kranz.

Local Rotarians installed the Lit-
tle Free Library – the Cass City
club’s first – late last year, thanks
in part to the skills of Cass City’s
Jim Baker and his sons — Austin,
Lucas, Brad and Brent, all Eagle
Scouts – who constructed the
miniature library structure.
“It is bigger, nicer and better than

anything we could have hoped
for,” Kranz commented during
Tuesday’s dedication ceremony.
Kranz noted Baker chose a barn
design in homage to the many
area farms in the Cass City and
Deford areas.

“Our Little Free Library doesn’t
just belong to us; it belongs to the
whole Deford area,” Kranz said.
“It’s our hope that this Little Free
Library will bring a little more joy,
a little more connection and a
whole lot more books to this com-
munity.

“We are grateful to Rebecca
Walker’s third grade class for
making book marks and donating

Cass City Rotary Club dedicates
its first Little Library in Deford

books for the library. Also Raw-
son Memorial District Library and
the many area friends (who) have
made donations of books for the
library,” she added.

In addition, D and D Quality
Roofing and Siding and Deford
Country Grocery donated the
roofing materials and space for the
book receptacle, respectively.
“The motto here is ‘Take a Book.

Leave a Book.’ We hope many
people find this useful in the De-
ford area,” Kranz said.

The original Little Free Library
was established about nine years
ago.

In 2009, Todd Bol of Hudson,
Wis., built a model of a one room
schoolhouse as a tribute to his
mother, a teacher who loved to
read. He filled it with books and
put it on a post in his front yard.
His neighbors and friends loved it,
so he built several more and gave
them away.

“Rick Brooks of UW-Madison
saw Bol’s do-it-yourself project
while they were discussing poten-
tial social enterprises. Together,
the two saw opportunities to
achieve a variety of goals for the
common good,” the Little Free Li-
brary website states. “They were
inspired by community gift-shar-
ing networks, ‘take a book, leave
a book’ collections in coffee shops
and public spaces, and most espe-
cially by the philanthropist An-
drew Carnegie.”
Around the turn of the 20th cen-

tury, Carnegie set a goal to fund
the creation of 2,508 free public
libraries across the English-speak-
ing world.

That goal inspired Brooks and
Bol to set their own goal of sur-
passing 2,508 Little Free Libraries
by the end 2013. They wound up
exceeding that goal in August of
2012, a year and a half before
their target date. By 2010, the

name Little Free Library was es-
tablished and the purpose of these
Little Free Library book ex-
changes became clear: to share
good books and bring communi-
ties together.

The first official Little Free Li-
brary outside of the Hudson area
was placed near a bike path in
Madison in the summer of 2010.
Within a few months, thousands
of people had seen the library. As
Bol and Brooks continued to give
away Little Free Libraries with
wooden charter signs, engraved
with official charter numbers, cu-
riosity and demand for more li-
braries grew.

The year 2011 brought national
media attention, and by the end of
the year there were nearly 400 Lit-
tle Free Libraries in existence.
That number would skyrocket to
over 4,000 libraries by the end of
2012.

In 2013, the non-profit Little
Free Library project was pre-
sented with the Innovations in
Reading Prize from the National
Book Foundation. Bol and Brooks
were also bestowed with the
Movers and Shakers award from
the American Library Association,
and Reader’s Digest named them
one of the “50 Surprising Things
We Love About America.”

The organization has continued
to grow and receive national
media attention, with features in
prestigious publications such as
the New York Times, Washington
Post, NBC Nightly News, USA
Today, The Chronicle of Philan-
thropy and Reader’s Digest.

In 2017, the organization sur-
passed 60,000 registered Little
Free Libraries in all U.S. states
and in more than 80 countries.
Each year, nearly 10 million
books are shared in Little Free Li-
braries.

Continued from page one.

serves four-year-olds. He added
the plan is to go from having two
sections – one full day and two
half days – to two sections, each
of them half days. “That way we
can accommodate everybody.”

The alternative, he explained,
would be to turn students away,
because state law prohibits more
than 18 students in a class.
Unfortunately, the action also re-

quires the district to eliminate one
teaching position, and McCollum
was selected based on evaluations,
again in accordance with state
law, according to Hartel, who said
McCollum was notified of the
pending action via registered mail. 

Burt Burleson, UniServe direc-
tor, Michigan Education Associa-
tion (MEA), requested that the
board discuss the matter in closed
session, and he asked that McCol-
lum be granted a due process
hearing before school officials
take any action.
Board President Alice Zaleski in-

dicated she would entertain the
possibility of a due process hear-

School delays lay-off after protest
ing. However, she pointed out dis-
cussion of a lay-off is not an ex-
emption for a closed meeting
under the Michigan Open Meet-
ings Act.
State law allows public bodies to

meet behind closed doors to dis-
cuss a complaint targeting an em-
ployee, after that employee has
been notified that a complaint ex-
ists, Zaleski noted, “(But) this is
not a discipline issue. They can’t
request a closed session just for a
lay-off,” Zaleski said. “There is a
difference between a lay-off and
termination.”

“I think it’s baloney, myself,”
commented Hartel, who said the
state has outlined the procedure
for laying off a teacher, and school
officials have followed that proce-
dure by selecting the employee af-
fected by that decision based on
evaluations.

Zaleski and fellow board mem-
bers Dave Osentoski and Janie
Meeker all encouraged Hartel to
contact the district’s legal counsel
during the meeting for clarifica-
tion on the issue, but Hartel was
unable to reach an attorney.

The board then agreed to call a
special meeting for Thursday,
Aug. 16, at 5 p.m. to conduct a
due process hearing for McCol-
lum.

In other business Monday, the
board approved Athletic Director
Don Markel’s recommendation to
add the Laker and Bad Axe school
districts to Cass City’s cooperative
gymnastics program. Cass City
currently has an identical agree-
ment – which allows students
from other communities to partic-
ipate in the Cass City gymnastics
program – with the Ubly Commu-
nity Schools.

The board also briefly heard
from a parent who expressed her
displeasure with the district’s de-
cision to start the next school year
before Labor Day. A number of
Thumb districts, including Cass
City, are starting classes in late
August after securing waivers
from the Michigan Department of
Education. Cass City students are
scheduled to attend their first
classes Tuesday through Thurs-
day, Aug. 28-30, but will have the
following Friday and Monday off.
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