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TIME IN A
CAPSULE

Kingston School officials plan to

open 1930 time capsule in August

PICTURE-PERFECT weather greeted this year’s 40th annual Freedom

Festival crowds over the weekend, which included the community’s tra-

ditional fireworks display. Above left, Harlie Browne, four, daughter of

Davon and Harlan Browne of Owendale, was all smiles on the mechanical

bull. At right, Fire in the Sky Three-on-Thee Tournament action Saturday

was fast and furious in all age groups. See story, related photos, page 8 &

17.

Fore Kylie

KINGSTON SCHOOL Supt. Matt Drake (right)

and elementary school Principal Justin Diegel are

pictured above with the time capsule discovered

inside the 1930 cornerstone of the old elementary

school during demolition work last week.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Voters in the Kingston Community School District gained more than
the promise of upgraded school facilities when they approved a nearly
$5 million bond extension last year.
Turns out they also ended up on the receiving end of a mystery dating

back to 1930.
School officials say that mystery – in the form of a time capsule un-

covered during recent demolition at the old elementary school – will
be revealed next month for the entire community to see.
“The rumors were true! There was, in fact, a time capsule in the middle

of the 1930 cornerstone at the elementary school,” Kingston School
Supt. Matt Drake announced last week on the district’s Facebook page.

Drake noted school officials have not opened the time capsule and
don’t plan to until the community’s annual Kingston Days Celebration
in August.
“The ‘big reveal’ will take place during Kingston Days on Friday, Aug.

24, under the pavilion at Memorial Park,” Drake said, adding officials
are hoping to locate anyone from the community who would have been
a student in the district back in the 1930s, in order to include them in
the ceremony.
School officials suspected their might be a time capsule in the corner-

stone of the building, which at one time also served as the high school.
Those suspicious proved true last week, months after voters approved

a $4.8 million bond extension in November to generate the funding
needed to pay for a host of major capital improvement projects.
“Part of that bond was demolishing the old 1930, two-story section of

the elementary,” Drake noted.
“Every Tuesday we have a construction meeting to talk about projects

Commissioners

honor Severance

for contributions

Please turn to page 6.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A well-known leader in both Tuscola and
Sanilac counties was honored recently by
the Sanilac County Board of Commission-
ers.
Arthur Severance was honored with a res-

olution from the commissioners for his 24
years of dedicated service on the Sanilac
County Parks and Recreation Board.
The resolution also recognized several of

Severance’s other contributions to Thumb
area boards and organizations.
He has served on the Cass City Board of

Education and as a 4-H leader and super-
intendent. In addition, he was a longtime
Michigan Milk Producers Association
(MMPA) member, chairman of the former
Cass City New Year’s Eve Gospel Sing,
District United Methodist Men’s secretary

KYLIE MCKEE took part in a U-M study that

recently led to the FDA’s approval of a new

high-tech insulin monitor/pump for children

ages seven to 13. The 10-year-old Cass City girl

was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes when she

was just four.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kylie McKee lives with a potentially life-threatening disease every
day of her life, although you wouldn’t know it by looking at her.
The Cass City girl is a typical 10-year-old; full of energy and always

on the go. She loves to swim and enjoys gymnastics, softball and
basketball.
But looks can be deceiving. McKee, the daughter of Earl and Becky

McKee, was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes at the age of four.
The McKees noticed some troubling health issues with Kylie early

on and were quick to seek medical attention, enabling them to begin
the challenging task of successfully managing their daughter’s dia-
betes.

Please turn to page 4.

Annual golf tourney, set for
July 28 in Cass City, benefits
kids facing diabetes challenge
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Senior Movies scheduled July 20
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City will host its
next monthly Senior Citizen
Movies Friday, July 20, at 1:30
p.m.
Films slated to be shown are:
*”Charlie and the Curious Ot-

ters” – Otter conservationist and
wildlife filmmaker Charlie Hamil-
ton James follows the story of

three inquisitive river otter or-
phans in Wisconsin, and visits ot-
ters all over the globe. He captures
never-seen-before behavior of cu-
rious otters and uncovers the se-
crets to their survival (60
minutes).

*”Russia and Estonia” – Join
Rudy Maxa, public radio’s origi-
nal Savvy Traveler and contribut-

ing editor for National Geo-
graphic Traveler magazine, for an
unforgettable tour of St. Peters-
burg, Russia, and Estonia’s
Tallinn and the Islands (45 min-
utes).

This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge. Refreshments
will be served.

989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Dr. Robert
Van Howe

MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT

TODAY!

Dr. Van Howe 
is seeing 
patients 

at Thumb 
Pediatrics in 
Cass City and  

Millwood 
Street 

Primary Care
in Caro.

THUMB PEDIATRICS 989-872-8503 
MILLWOOD STREET PRIMARY CARE 989-672-1555
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Would-be  scam artist  uses the
Comcast name in Huron County

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
are telling residents to beware of
a telephone scam involving an al-
leged representative of Comcast.

“A Caseville Township resident
contacted our deputies after it was
realized they had almost been a
victim to a scam,” Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson reported.

“The complainant had received a
call earlier that day, with the caller
ID indicating “Comcast” and a
number of 1-800-934-6489. The
call was answered and a believed
Indian-accented caller from Com-
cast advised someone from Nige-
ria had hacked into their computer
and he had to access that com-
puter in order to fix it,” Hanson
explained.

“The complainant was then di-
rected to log in and go to

www.helpsupport.com with a
code the alleged Comcast caller
could use to check the computer.
This code apparently gave access
to the caller, as the screen flashed
several times on the computer and
pornographic material appeared,”
the sheriff said.

“The caller said that the com-
plainant’s computer was damaged
and that a Sonicwall TZ300 was
needed to fix it. The complainant
was further advised Comcast
doesn’t have that product on hand,
but he could make arrangements
for the complainant to get one.
However, $500 would be needed
and Comcast would reimburse the
complainant once protocol was
followed.”

When the caller asked for credit
card information, the would-be
victim suspected the caller was a
scam artist.
“The complainant questioned the

caller’s legitimacy and eventually

hung up to call an 800 number on
an old Comcast bill,” Hanson
said. “Comcast advised they don’t
handle situations that way and to
unplug the computer that had been
hacked into immediately, so sen-
sitive information like banking
isn’t obtained. Our deputy further
advised to cancel all credit cards
and get new ones, as well as mak-
ing contact with all of the com-
plainant’s banks.

“Scams reports are called into
our office daily,” Hanson said.
“Unfortunately, though…some of
the complainants have already
fallen prey.
“Never give personal or financial

information over the phone. We
advise that anyone who is unsure
whether they’ve received a legiti-
mate call or letter to call their
local police, or our office so help
can be given in determining the
validity.”
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Standing for what’s right

lives, their fortunes and sacred honor when they did
so, and it was not an idle pledge.
Of those who signed, nine died of wounds sustained

during the Revolutionary War.
There were five who were captured or imprisoned,

and their wives and children were killed, jailed, mis-
treated or left penniless.

There were 12 of those who signed who had their
houses burned down.

There were 17 other signers who lost everything
they owned.
Yet, despite all of that that befell that group because

of their bold action, no one who signed defected.

Their honor, like their nation, remained intact. But
there was a cost for freedom before there was free-
dom.

Let us think about those facts as we clean up after
celebrating the Fourth of July and the Freedom Fes-
tival in Cass City. 

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

“When in the course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another, and
to assume among the powers of the earth, the sepa-
rate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that they should de-
clare the causes which impel them to the separation.
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men

are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

—Preamble to the Declaration of Independence.

The declaration is an amazing document created by
a group of colonial upstarts against a mighty military
nation. That is what most people know about the doc-
ument that has guided this nation.

I have never stopped to think about what happened
to that group of men after they signed it.

Although I was not able to verify the following in-
formation, I found it interesting and worthy of shar-
ing.
According to what I came across, those 56 men who

signed the Declaration of Independence pledged their

Our local business
owners give back

Another Cass City Freedom Festival is now in the
books, and by most accounts, it was another big suc-
cess, with the young and young at heart gathering to
share a weekend packed with great food and fun ac-
tivities.
It’s a holiday that reminds us all that individual free-

dom still prevails in this nation and is the envy of peo-
ple across the globe.

Hopefully, we’re also reminded that it came at a
dear cost to many of our friends and families.

If you enjoyed Cass City’s brand of Independence
Day celebration, we’d like to encourage you to offer
a simple “thank you”, when the opportunity presents
itself, to those whose contributions of time, skill and
money have made the Freedom Festival a staple of
summer fun in the Thumb for decades.
We frequently don’t stop to express our appreciation

to others when they step up to make life a little more
enjoyable for all. But we should.

Start with the organizers who made countless con-
tacts with various groups, from food vendors and
crafters, to prospective parade entries, classic car en-
thusiasts and service clubs. These are the folks in the
trenches shortly after the new year begins, planning
events and soliciting donations to fund what is largely
a free festival – but doesn’t happen free of charge by
any stretch of the imagination.
Consider, too, the source of those donations of cash

and merchandise.
Local business owners give out of their own pockets

to help bankroll community celebrations, and we’re
not just talking about the Freedom Festival. Christ-
mas in the Village is another great example – Cass
City businesses do more than their fair share when it
comes to making sure this popular holiday extrava-
ganza remains a largely free attraction for area resi-
dents.
Of course, the best way to thank them is to patronize

them. Show you appreciate their many contributions
to their (and our) town by shopping locally.

Here are a few other good reasons:
*Several studies have shown that when you buy from

an independent, locally-owned business, rather than
a nationally-owned business, significantly more of
your money is used to make purchases from other
local businesses, service providers and farms, contin-
uing to strengthen the economic base of the commu-
nity.
*Non-profit organizations receive more support from

smaller business owners than they do from large busi-
nesses.
*Small local businesses are the largest employer na-

tionally, and in many communities, provide the most
jobs to residents.
*Local businesses often hire people with a better un-

derstanding of the products they are selling and take
more time to get to know their customers.

Local businesses not only help to make community
celebrations happen, they are owned by many people
who live here, are less likely to leave and are more
invested in the community’s future.

We can’t think of a better reason to not only thank
them, but to do business with them.
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Little Free Libraries are a global phenomenon.  The
small, front-yard book exchanges number over 50,000
around the world in over 70 countries – from Iceland
to Tasmania to Pakistan.  Now, a new Little Free Li-
brary at 5846 Bruce Street, Deford, right next to the
Deford Country Grocery, will join the movement to
share books, bring people together and create commu-
nities of readers.  

Cass City Rotary will host a dedication and ribbon
cutting for their Little Free Library on Tuesday, July
17, 2018 at 12:30 p.m. 

“Our Little Free Library doesn’t just belong to us, it
belongs to the whole Deford area,” says Debra Kranz,
Cass City Rotary President.  “It’s our hope that this Lit-
tle Free Library will bring a little more joy, a little more
connection and a whole lot more books to this com-
munity. We are very grateful to Rebecca Walker’s third
grade class for making bookmarks and donating books
for the library.  Also Rawson Memorial District Library
and many area friends have made donations of books
for the library.”

The Little Free Library nonprofit organization has
been honored by the Library of Congress, the National
Book Foundation, and the American Library Associa-
tion, and Reader’s Digest named them one of the “50
Surprising things We Love about America.”  
Each year, nearly 10 million books are shared in Little

Free Libraries.  To learn more, please visit littlefreeli-
brary.org.  

**********    

Although the deadline to register to vote in the Aug.
7 primary has passed, voters who qualify can choose
to cast an absentee ballot anytime.
As a registered voter, you may obtain an absentee bal-

lot if you are age 60 or older; physically unable to at-
tend the polls without the assistance of another;
expecting to be absent from the community in which
you are registered for the entire time the polls will be
open on Election Day; in jail awaiting arraignment or
trial; unable to attend the polls due to religious reasons
or will be working as an election inspector in a precinct
outside of your precinct of residence. Applications for
an absentee ballot should be submitted to the voter’s
local clerk.

Voters with absentee ballots are encouraged to put
those ballots in the mail by Tuesday, July 31 to ensure
timely delivery. Those who wish to receive their ab-
sentee ballot by mail must submit their application by
2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 4. Absentee ballots can be ob-
tained in person anytime through 4 p.m. Monday, Aug.
6. Voters who request an absentee ballot in person on
Monday, Aug. 6, must fill out the ballot in the clerk’s
office. Emergency absentee ballots are available under
certain conditions through 4 p.m. on Election Day.

**********

The Lions Club’s fried chicken at Saturday’s Freedom
Festival in Cass City was a hit, to say the least.
Club member Curtis Strickland reports the local civic

organization served 400 meals in 75 minutes before
running out of the poultry delight that also included a
roll, cheesy potatoes, cole slaw, drink and an ice cream
bar – all for just $9 bucks (kids $5).

If you would like to try next year’s dinner, it would
be a good idea to visit the community-minded group’s
pavilion immediately after the parade ends, reports
Krysta Boyce.
“By 1:00 the chicken was sold out,” she said.

Medical marijuana

plant Pandora’s Box

Dear editor,

On Monday, June 25, I addressed the Cass City Vil-
lage Council with some of my concerns about the
proposed marijuana grow operation at the Millen-
nium Industries site. I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to express those concerns here, to add my
views to the current community discussion on the
topic, a topic with complex implications that we
need to consider before taking action.

I would like to begin by stating that I am not alto-
gether opposed to the use of medical marijuana. I
personally believe that there are many medicinal
properties to marijuana that could and should be de-
veloped and made available. I’ll also say that I am
for very small government, in almost any situation,
and I am glad to see these types of issues being dealt
with at the local level, where they should be dealt
with. With that being said, I would like to urge the
council and the community, as a whole, to take cau-
tion with this issue.

According to what I have been reading in the
Chronicle, it appears to me that Mr. Vollmar and Mr.
Ploss have given the council, and therefore the peo-
ple that the council represents, an ultimatum: Either
sanction their plans for a pot operation or else watch
Cass City fold up and blow away.

And if I am reading and understanding correctly
this article in the June 6 edition of the Chronicle, the
village leaders, according to Mr. Vollmar and Mr.
Ploss, should be somewhat ashamed of themselves
for not putting the best interests of the village, by
way of licensing fees, job opportunities, and various
other economic gains for the community, ahead of
whatever “moral convictions” they may need to con-
sider, and that Mr. Ploss was “a little disappointed
with the council’s response”.

I would like to respectfully state that, to the con-
trary, putting economic benefits ahead of moral con-

Please turn to page 16.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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More recently, Kylie was a par-
ticipant in a national study
through the University of Michi-
gan that just last month success-
fully led to the FDA approving
use of a new artificial pancreas for
young patients ages seven to 13.

In spite of advances in the treat-
ment of diabetes, the McKees are
hopeful researchers will eventu-
ally find a cure for the disease.
Towards that end, three years ago

the McKee family organized a
golf fundraiser to generate money
for the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation (JDRF).

This year’s fourth annual Fore
Kylie Charity Tournament at
Rolling Hills Golf Course in Cass
City is slated for Saturday, July
28, with a four-person scramble
format and a shotgun start at 10
a.m.
The cost is $65 per person ($260

per team), which includes 18
holes with a cart, hotdogs at the
turn, steak dinner, 50-50 raffle,
silent auction and Chinese auc-
tion. The tournament offers a first-
place prize of $500. Residents are
also welcome to participate in the
meal only ($30 per person), and
organizers are still looking for
hole sponsors ($100) and cart
sponsors ($50).

Space is limited. Register by
contacting Earl McKee at (989)
912-5412. Checks should be made
payable to Earl McKee (with the
memo of JDRF) and sent to 4243
Seeger St., Cass City, MI 48726.

All proceeds from the tourna-
ment go to the JDRF, the leading
global organization focused on
type 1 diabetes research.  The goal
of the organization’s research is to
discover, develop and deliver ad-
vances that will ultimately elimi-
nate the disease.

Type 1 diabetes, also known as
insulin-dependent diabetes melli-
tus – IDDM – occurs when the
pancreas does not make enough
insulin because the cells that pro-
duce insulin have been destroyed
by the immune system.  Without
insulin, sugar is not able to move
into cells, resulting in sugar re-
maining in the blood and leading
to hyperglycemia (high blood
sugar).

People with diabetes are at risk
for a myriad of related, serious
health problems affecting their
eyes, kidneys, heart, brain, feet
and nerves, which is why a
healthy lifestyle and tight manage-
ment of blood sugar levels are
vital.

More than 100 million U.S.
adults are now living with dia-
betes or prediabetes, according to
a 2017 report released by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC). The report found
that, as of 2015, 30.3 million
Americans – 9.4 percent of the
U.S. population – have diabetes.
Another 84.1 million have predi-

abetes, a condition that if not
treated often leads to type 2 dia-
betes within five years.

The CDC report noted that in
2015, an estimated 1.5 million
new cases of diabetes were diag-

Continued from page one.

Fore Kylie golf tourney benefits
juvenile diabetes research efforts

nosed among people ages 18 and
older. Nearly one in four adults
living with diabetes – 7.2 million
Americans – didn’t know they
had the condition.

The report confirmed that the
rate of new diabetes diagnoses re-
mains steady. However, the dis-
ease continues to represent a
growing health problem: Diabetes
was the seventh leading cause of
death in the U.S. in 2015.

In the beginning

The McKees, who have three
other children – Kylie’s twin, Bri-
anna, Alexa, 19, and Ayden, 15 –
recalled excessive thirst and uri-
nation were the first signs that
something was wrong with Kylie.
When she downed three drinks at
McDonald’s and then couldn’t
make it home just a few blocks
away in time to go to the bath-
room, Becky – a registered nurse
— became alarmed.

“I decided to check her (blood
sugar) here and it was too high for
the meter,” she said, adding the
blood sugar range for a youngster
should be in the neighborhood of
80 to 200 milligrams per deciliter
– Kylie’s reading was 623.
“They’re (diabetics) not produc-

ing any insulin at all, so it can
cause death,” Becky noted.
“There are a lot of kids who aren’t
diagnosed and die.”
The couple wasted no time, tak-

ing Kylie to the emergency room
at Hills and Dales General Hospi-
tal.  They were then sent to
Covenant Hospital in Saginaw.
The family returned home to
begin the process of implement-
ing a strict regimen of blood sugar
monitoring and diet limitations
for Kylie.
At first, the couple was checking

Kylie’s blood sugar a dozen times
a day. In those early months, she
was also having to undergo at
least four insulin injections a day,
a practice made easier when the
McKees began using a device that
conceals the syringe so their
daughter wouldn’t see the needle
coming.
After a year of injections, Kylie

began utilizing a glucose pump
and a continuous blood sugar
monitor, which gave her more
freedom, according to Becky,
who explained Kylie wore both
the pump and monitor, which uti-
lized permanent ports or inserts
under her skin.

While the glucose pump made
life easier, it was far from being a
“set it and forget it” device, ac-
cording to the McKees, who had
to program the pump to deliver a
certain amount of insulin every
time Kylie ate (the dose is based
on the number of carbohydrates in
any given meal or snack). One of
the biggest challenges was keep-
ing a close eye on how quickly
the doses can change due to
growth, activity and other factors
when you’re dealing with a
youngster, they noted.
Since November 2016, Kylie has

been using a new insulin pump
system – the Medronic 670G in-
sulin delivery system. Kylie was

one of 104 children from across
the nation who took part in a
three-month study that led to the
FDA’s approval of the system last
month for diabetes patients ages
seven to 13.

Mimics a pancreas

“If it detects a low blood sugar,
it gives less insulin or will stop
giving insulin, and if it detects
high blood sugar, it gives her
more insulin. It’s all automatic, so
it mimics a pancreas,” Becky ex-
plained.

The McKees still have to moni-
tor Kylie’s disease, but the pump
ensures their daughter receives
the proper amount of insulin
when she needs it.
“This is, I would say, really easy

for her,” said Earl, who added
Kylie still monitors her blood
sugar a half-dozen times a day,
and it’s necessary to notify the
pump when she eats. Other than
that, the site where the insulin en-
ters Kylie’s body must be
changed every three days to pre-
vent infection, the location of her
monitor needle must be changed
once a week, and fresh insulin is
loaded into the pump regularly.

The result of all of the monitor-
ing and attention to insulin doses
and diet is a brighter future when
it comes to Kylie’s long-term
health.
The only frustration, Earl said, is

spreading the word that diabetes
is a serious condition, one that
makes fundraisers to support re-
search every bit as important as
any other life-threatening disease.

The challenge, Earl noted, “is
you can’t look at her (Kylie) and
see something’s not right.  She
does everything that all the other
kids do.”

Casual observers also have no
idea of what the McKees have
had to do to keep their daughter’s
diabetes under control since she
was diagnosed at age four, includ-
ing manually monitoring her
sugar levels around the clock
when she younger. 

“This new technology is great,
but it’s not 100 percent,” Earl
said. “The only thing 100 percent
is a cure, and that’s why we are
fundraising.

The Fore Kyle tournament has
generated $5,000 in each of the
first three years – the second most
successful such fundraiser in the
Great Lakes Bay Region — and
the McKees are hoping to see that
figure grow as they work to make
it possible for Kylie and thou-
sands of others to live each day
without having to keep tabs on
blood sugar levels or doses of in-
sulin.

In the meantime, Kylie seems to
be taking everything in stride, fo-
cusing on the things she should be
at this age: having fun and simply
being a kid.

“I think it’s (new technology)
just given her more freedom,”
Becky said.

Earl agreed, adding, “I don’t
think it’s (diabetes) ever held her
back.”
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Go ahead, get
your hands dirty

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Navy Seaman Recruit Joseph C.
Flores, son of Kim D. Flores of
Cedar Springs and Joseph F. Flo-
res, of Cass City, recently com-
pleted U.S. Navy basic training at
Recruit Training Command, Great
Lakes, Ill. During the 8-week pro-
gram, Flores completed a variety
of training which included class-
room study and practical instruc-
tion on naval customs, first aid,
firefighting, water safety and sur-
vival, and shipboard and aircraft
safety. An emphasis was also
placed on physical fitness. The
capstone event of boot camp is
“Battle Stations”. This exercise
gives recruits the skills and confi-
dence they need to succeed in the
fleet. “Battle stations” is designed
to galvanize the basic warrior at-
tributes of sacrifice, dedication,
teamwork and endurance in each
recruit through the practical appli-
cation of basic Navy skills and the
core values of honor, courage and
commitment. Its distinctly “Navy”
flavor was designed to take into
account what it means to be a
sailor.
The Kenny/Freddy golf scramble

held Monday, July 8, at Rolling
Hills Golf Course in Cass City
was captured by the team of Dan
Caister (captain), Patrick Davis,
Daryl Iwankovitsch and David
House. The winners carded a
score of two-under-par 33 during
the Monday night league memo-
rial tourney honoring Ken Zdro-
jewski and Fred Leeson. 

The Owendale Lions Club re-
cently presented its “Citizen of the
Year Award” to Edna and Gordon
Kujawski. “Mrs. Kujawski had
been serving the community with
her activities in the clothing drives
and the making of little dresses,
which have been sent to several
continents,” said Lions Club
spokesman Fred Sullivan. “Edna
is very involved in the local food
pantry, which is run from St.
Agatha Catholic Church. The
Owendale Lions recognize the
similarity in what Edna does with
what the Lions do in serving the
community,” Sullivan added.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Joseph Lounsbury recently grad-
uated from Ferris State University
with bachelor’s degrees in both
Print Management and New
Media Printing and Production.
While at Ferris, he was on the
football team, and a member of
the Graphic Arts Association. He
received the Michigan Print Week
Association Scholarship, and the
Ann Arbor Graphic Arts Memo-
rial Foundation Scholarship.
Lounsbury has accepted job with
Rogers Printing in Ravenna. A
2003 graduate of Cass City High
School, he is the son of Tom and
Virginia Lounsbury of Cass City.

Jim Boyce, Cass City, recently
recorded a hole-in-one at Rolling
Hills Golf Course. He aced the 5th
hole measuring 113 yards.

Petty officer third class, Dennis
J. Bowen, 19, graduated from
Navy Boot Camp Feb. 29 in Great
Lakes, IL. The 2007 Cass City
High School graduate, son of Jack
and Elizabeth Bowen completed
Nuclear Field A School on June
13 and will now be stationed at
Nuclear Field Power Prep in
Groosecreek, Sc.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
Mr. and Mrs. Al Wright of Cass

City announce the engagement of
their daughter, Tina Ann to Alan
Warren Wismer, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Daryl Wismer of Saranac,
Mich. The bride-elect is a gradu-
ate of Michigan Christian College
in Rochester, Mich., and Saginaw
Business Institute. Her fiancé is a
graduate of Oakland University in
Rochester. An October wedding is
being planned.

The new president of Cass City
Rotary is Jim Bolton, who takes
over from Matt Prieskorn, who led
the club for the last 2 years.
Bolton conducted his first meeting
Tuesday.

Lora L. Stahl of Cass City has
been named to the University of
Tulsa’s dean’s honor roll for earn-
ing a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher during the spring 1993 se-
mester. Stahl is an accounting
major. 

Randy LaPeer visited Mr. and

Most folks don’t blink an eye when I tell them I love to fish and hunt,
but when I share my passion for gardening, some people look at me
like I have horns growing out of my head.

I’m not sure why. Maybe it’s because gardeners get their hands dirty
– at least that’s why my information technology savvy son has never
wanted anything to do with the hobby. Perhaps some folks just can’t
understand why someone would want to till, plant, weed and harvest
under the summer sun, when you can generally pick up fresh vegetables
at a grocery store without all the hassle.
Well, if you have a grocery store, but that’s another column altogether.
Of course, those who can’t understand why anyone would want to

waste time on a garden are the same people who don’t truly appreciate
the difference between tomatoes, cucumbers, etc., that were picked days
ago and the ones harvested 10 seconds ago.
There’s just no comparing the two in flavor.
I learned that as a youngster, watching my mom labor on her garden.

I guess her enthusiasm rubbed off on me, as did an appreciation for the
simple pleasure of taking a salt shaker out to the garden, picking a red,
vine fresh tomato, and making an amazing snack out of it. 
Aside from the satisfaction of growing my own food, I enjoy the chal-

lenges a garden brings – no two years are exactly the same, thanks to
Mother Nature, pests and my level of determination (in any given year)
to stay ahead of the weeds that flourish regardless of Mother Nature or
the pests.
Most years, gardening is like a box of chocolates.
Gardening is also an ongoing learning experience. For example, did

you know:
*Watermelons are actually vegetables and are related to squash, cu-

cumbers, and pumpkins.
*Sir Francis Bacon described gardens as the “purest of human pleas-

ures.”
*The scientific name for the tomato is Lycopersicon lycopersicum,

which means “wolf peach”. There are at least 10,000 varieties of toma-
toes, and more than 60 million tons of tomatoes are produced each year,
making it the world’s most popular fruit. The second most popular fruit
is the banana.
*Dandelions were used as a food source and as a medicine for at least

1,000 years. European immigrants purposely carried seeds to America,
where greens were used for salads and teas. Dandelion roots were
served as a vegetable course, or were dried and used as a coffee substi-
tute. The flowers were used to make dandelion wine and to make a yel-
low dye for wool.

*An herb is from the leaf of a plant. A spice is from the seed, bark,
root, berry, or bulb.

*There are more than 20,000 species of edible plants in the world.
However, just 20 species provide 90 percent of human food.

*The secret to a great garden is the soil, not necessarily the plant.
Adding large amounts of organic materials, such as crushed leaves,
grass clippings, or homemade compost will help feed and nourish a gar-
den.

*There are more microorganisms in one teaspoon of soil than there
are people on earth.
And, did you know that World Naked Gardening Day is celebrated on

the first Saturday in May? I’ve never personally participated in the ob-
servance, but I’m told the day aims to promote harmony and peace with
nature.
And frostbite, in some years, if you live in Michigan.

N.C., where he has been assigned
to automotive mechanics for fur-
ther training.

Mrs. Marge Peterson had a sur-
prise birthday party for her son
Chuckie. Those who attended
were Mrs. Duane Holcomb and
daughters, Bonnie, Cathy, Carole
and Lynn of Detroit, Mrs. Mary
Holcomb and Patty.

Four area high school graduates
are participating in the second pre-
registration and orientation period
at Central Michigan University.
Becoming acquainted with col-
lege living and registering for fall
classes from Cass City are Joan
Cole, Richard Lorentzen, Jack
Selby and Elizabeth Smentek.
Taking part in the program from
Gagetown is Daniel Rabideau.
This second of eight orientation
periods is scheduled for July 11
and 12.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Carl Reagh, seaman first class,
has finished a four weeks’ course
at the Edgewood Arsenal for
Chemical Warfare in Maryland.
Mr. Reagh was one of five chosen
from the fifth naval district be-
cause of high tests to attend the
school. He is now at Ft. McKen-
ley, Maryland, where he is en-
rolled in a two-week advanced
course.

Carmon Root, who recently cel-
ebrated his 18th birthday writes
his father, Clare Root, of Deford,
from the Army Air Base at Lin-
coln, Nebraska: “I finally arrived
at my basic training base and now
I quit playing and get down to
work. There were only 77 of us
out of 700 who got to come here.
We had high scores on our me-
chanical aptitude tests. I have a
chance for officers’ candidate
school after I get in 56 days here.
I received a high score on my I. Q.
test also. If I don’t make it, I will
be in some branch of the Air
Corps. The one I will be in de-
pends on tests I take in the future.
So far I like it fine with the Army.”

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

John Dickinson left Monday for
Bad Axe where he commenced his
duties as assistant manager of the
Consolidated Telephone Co. and
Mrs. Dickinson went to her new
home at the Huron county seat the
following day. Their son, Ivan,
will spend the summer with his
uncle, Mr. Delong, in Novesta
township.

Mr. W. A. Lamb, Cass City,
Mich. Dear Dad: Well, I received
my first letter from home marked
A. E. F. and was sure glad to get
it. I had a funny experience today.
A bunch of us were at the docks
with trucks and while I was wait-
ing for a load I happened to notice
that the horn was coming loose. I
noticed a man near a plumbing
shop and went over and asked him
for a screw driver. I didn’t get one
but we got to talking and he asked
me where I was from. I told him
and he asked me if I knew a man
there by the name of Bill Lamb. I
said he was my father. We had a
great talk. His name was John A.
Hickey. He used to be a tombstone
man and said he lived three miles
from Jeddo. He said the last time
he saw you was at Flint. We had a
dandy talk. I still like France as
usual and am having a good time.
We get a lot of driving. Mother
asked me what we did with the
trucks. All I can say is that we do
nearly everything that a person
could think of. We have all kinds
of them, but will tell you more
when I come home after the war.
I haven’t seen the Spencer boy for
quite a while. We sure had some
great talks about old times back
home. Be sure and don’t worry
because I am well and like this
over here. We have very warm
weather here now. The boys who
are on their way over here will be
surprised at the amount of English
the French children can speak. It’s
give me this or that, etc., all the
time until one gets used to them,
but they are a swell bunch of peo-
ple just the same. I am still barber-
ing and do quite a lot of work. I
can say three franc just as easy as
Chester G. can say $1.35 please.
Love to all. Your son, PRT.
JAMES E. LAMB. 23rd Engi-
neers, Truck Co. No. 7, Amer. Ex.
Forces via New York.

Mrs. Gaylord LaPeer Friday, and
Debbie and Patti Timmons were
4th of July lunch guests. Mrs.
Dorothy Smith and her brother,
Bruce Stine of Seattle, Wash.,
were Monday evening guests.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Lt. Col. Ronald Bila, Mrs. Bila,
their son Brad and a friend, Paul
Myers, all of Savannah; Ga., came
Sunday and are spending a week
with Mrs. Bila’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Leslie Lounsbury.
Rainell Lynn Bilicki recently re-

ceived an associate degree of ap-
plied science in medical record
technology from Belleville Area
college, Belleville, Ill. 
Bud and Jeannette McDonald of

Owendale were weekend guests
of the Greater Michigan FDAF
annual Monte Carlo night at the
Sheridan Inn, Creyts Road, Lans-
ing. The itinerary for the weekend
included prime rib dinner in the
main dining hall and gaming in
the Monte Carlo Room. Prizes
were later awarded and the Mc-
Donalds were winners of a
portable television.

Two Cass City students have
been awarded music scholarships
for summer student Fine Arts
study at Camp Blue Lakes Fine
Arts Camp near Muskegon. They
are Paul Asher, an intermediate
school student and the son of
David and Sharon Asher, and An-
nette M. Stachura, a high school
student who is the daughter of
Raymond and Antoinette
Stachura. The Lansing firm
awards the scholarships to stu-
dents based on musicianship, citi-
zenship and musical achievement,
as determined by the school music
staff and administration. Each
scholarship is for $150. 

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Cynthia Susan Doerr graduated
May 12 from the Hurley Medical
Center School of Nursing in Flint.
She is a 1974 graduate of Cass
City High School and the daugh-
ter of Shirley Doerr of Cass City.
She is currently living in Davison
and is employed at Lapeer County
General Hospital as a graduate
nurse. She will be taking her state
board examinations this month to
become certified as a registered
nurse.

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Buehrly had
as Saturday supper guests, Mr.
and Mrs. Lawrence Buehrly, Don
Buehrly and Esther Buehrly. The
family was celebrating the 49th
wedding anniversary of Mr. and
Mrs. Lawrence Buehrly and also
the birthdays of Lawrence and
Dale Buehrly.
Miss Renee Erla, who will leave

Aug. 13 to spend a year in South
America as an exchange student,
was guest of honor at a party June
25 at the White Creek Club, given
by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Erla.
Miss Erla will live in Oruro, Bo-
livia. A buffet dinner was served
to 150 guests, attending from Cass
City, Ubly, Fair Haven, Reese,
Bad Axe, Orchard Lake, Deford
and Caro. Renee is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Erla.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hill of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Bunny to
Randy Kline, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Kline of Saginaw. A May
wedding is being planned.
For Laurie Enos and Teresa Scol-

lon, the rest of summer vacation
will all be downhill. The two re-
turned last Thursday from a trip to
Japan, where they played with the
Michigan Lions Clubs all-state
band at the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional convention in Tokyo. Lau-
rie, 15, who plays baritone horn,
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Enos. She will be a junior
at Cass City High School this fall.
Teresa, 16, who plays flute, is the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Edward
Scollon. She has been accepted
for her junior year at the Inter-
lochen Arts Academy, but hasn’t
yet decided whether to go there or
continue at the high school.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Pvt. Larry Guilds, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Guilds of Cass City,
has completed basic training at Ft.
Knox, Ky., and has been home on
a 13-day leave. Friday morning
Guilds will leave for Ft. Bragg,
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News briefs

Blood drive slated at library
CASS CITY – Michigan Blood will be hosting a blood drive Friday,
July 13, from one to 6 p.m. in the meeting room at Rawson Memorial
District Library.
Residents can make an appointment at the desk or by calling the library

at (989) 872-2856.
For every person who attempts to donate, Michigan Blood will donate

$10 to Rawson Memorial District Library’s children’s programming.

Agri-men’s gathering on tap
SANDUSKY — There will be an Agri-mens Gathering at the Sanilac
County Fairgrounds in Sandusky Saturday, July 14.
Doors open at 4 p.m., with appetizers and dinner follow by a program

at 7 p.m. Guest speakers will include Dave Armstrong, president and
CEO of Greenstone Farm Credit Service, and Trey Hancock, missionary
and pastor.

Organizers hope to rally local farmers and encourage them. More in-
formation is available by calling (989) 670-4079.

Road work underway on M-24
TUSCOLA COUNTY — Resurfacing of M-24 from Caro to Unionville
was scheduled to get underway this week.

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) will resurface
14.6 miles of M-24. The work will include ramp improvements com-
pliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and installation
of a portable intermittent truck weigh station (PITWS).

The project is part of an overall $3.9 million investment to resurface
more than 22 miles of M-24 and M-53 in Tuscola and Huron counties.
The project is expected to be completed in September.

Appointment to state board
MICHIGAN — Tuscola County Medical Care Community Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Brenda Kretzschmer of Owendale has been named sec-
retary of the 2018-19 Michigan County Medical Care Facilities Council.

Snover Days fest scheduled 
SNOVER — Snover Days this year will be Thursday through Friday,
July 12-14, with plenty of activities planned for the entire family.

There will be a garden tour at 6 p.m. Thursday at Veteran’s Park and
a cruise night at 7 p.m. Friday. On Saturday, there be a pancake break-
fast at the Moore Township Fire Hall from 8 to 11 a.m., a parade at 11
a.m., a tractor show at the fire hall, kids’ games at Heritage Methodist
Church at 12:30 p.m., a flea market 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., a corn hole contest
at 2 p.m., and music and dancing at 8 p.m. in Veterans Park.

Statistics in Tuscola County
TUSCOLA COUNTY – Because state officials require counties to de-
velop their own dashboard of statistics, Tuscola Controller Mike
Hoagland compiled the following facts:
*Although national statistics show a population increase of 5.5 percent

over the past seven years, the county has seen a decrease in population
of 5.3 percent.
*Tuscola County has an aging population, with more than 19 percent

of the county’s residents over the age of 65. The national average of
those over age 65 is 15.2 percent, and the statewide the average is 16.2
percent.

Green endorses his son, Phil
MILLINGTON — Senator Mike Green has announced his endorsement
of his son, Phil Green, to serve as a state representative from the Thumb.

“Paula and I are excited to support our son, Phil, on in his candidacy
for the 84th House District (seat). Phil will represent the residents of
Tuscola and Huron counties with the honesty, dignity and conservative
values they deserve,” said Green.

Green, who currently represents the Senate’s 31st District — com-
prised of Tuscola, Bay and Lapeer counties — is a former state repre-
sentative and Tuscola County commissioner. He is not seeking
reelection to his senate seat this year due to term limits.

“Having the endorsement of my dad…is an honor to me,” said Phil
Green. “I intend to legislate in the same fashion as my dad.  His com-
mon sense, compassionate, conservative example is an inspiration to
me.”
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Continued from page one.

School officials discover time capsule

and progress,” he said. “Our dem-
olition crew has local roots, LJ
Construction. Two weeks ago,
while in the meeting, Larry
Jocham from LJ Construction
asked, ‘What’s the deal with the
time capsule?’ No one at the table
knew what he was talking about.
He said he had heard there was a
time capsule in the cornerstone.
“We had planned all along to sal-

vage the ‘Kingston School’ mar-
quee and incorporate it into the
new north facing wall on the ele-
mentary. We also wanted to sal-
vage the 1930 cornerstone,”
Drake continued. “Booms Con-
struction from Bad Axe took on
the task of removing both items.
They did an excellent job pulling
out both (of them).

“If you have lived in Kingston,
you know Richard and Jan Peters,
our local historians,” he said.
“They have written books on the
history of Kingston, (and) though
I have not confirmed it with them,
their names were mentioned as
having knowledge of the time
capsule or maybe just having the
thought that people in that time
did things like that.”

Drake learned the time capsule
had been found when he received
a call from site foreman, Bob
Smith, whose mother graduated
from Kingston High School in
1947.

“He said the cornerstone was
hollow, and the guys hit the bot-
tom with a hammer and it opened
up to reveal a box,” added Drake,
who along with Kingston Elemen-
tary School Principal Justin
Diegel ran over to the elementary
to make sure no one opened the
box and to take custody of it.

“It took a while to chisel out the
concrete and the old two-by-four
that wedged the box in the cavity
of the cornerstone,” he said,
adding the box is made of a thin
copper or brass and has no clasp.

Drake and Diegel taped the box
shut and removed it from the work
site, with plans to open it during
next month’s community celebra-
tion.

Interestingly, the bond that
Kingston area voters approved to
build the addition that included
the time capsule back in 1930
marked the third attempt to secure
funding for the project. It also
took three elections to convince
voters to approve the district’s
bond extension in late 2017, al-
though the amount of money in-

volved was considerably more
than what school officials sought
back in 1930.
According to stories published in

the Cass City Chronicle in June
1930, voters initially rejected the
proposed $50,000 bond “to repair
the school building in Kingston
Village and build an addition to
the school” by a vote of 80 to 62.

The second attempt at the polls
also failed, 85 to 62.
In the Chronicle’s June 20, 1930,

edition, the headlines included the
following: Kingston School bond
carried by one vote.” The story,
reporting the final vote was 96 to
95, noted, “This is the third elec-
tion on this proposition since May
14.”

THE TIME CAPSULE, made of a thin copper or brass,

had no clasp, so school officials taped it shut with plans

to unveil the mystery during this year’s annual Kingston

Days celebration. The “big reveal” will take place dur-

ing the community picnic, which is slated to get under-

way at 6 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, under the pavilion at

Kingston’s Memorial Park. Drake said plans call for the

box to be opened at about 6:30 p.m.

and a member, council chairman and Sunday school teacher for the
Shabbona United Methodist Church, and former veteran clerk for Sani-
lac County’s Evergreen Township.
“Arthur always had a special place in his heart for Evergreen Park and

was an important part of the development of the park. Arthur cared
about all the parks and wanted to do the very best for the taxpayers of
Sanilac County,” the resolution states.
“The Sanilac County Board of Commissioners does hereby extend to

Arthur Severance its heartfelt appreciation for his dedicated efforts and
many accomplishments during the years of county service on the Parks
and Recreation Board.”

Sanilac County Park Board Chairman Roger Ballard noted that the
work to upgrade Evergreen Park is now complete.

The latest improvements created 13 additional sites to bring the total
number of campground sites to 161.
The 103-acre county park is located along M-53. The recreation, which

includes frontage along the Cass River, features handicap accessible
camping and bathroom/shower facilities, modern pull-through sites —
some with 30 and 50 amp service — free Wi-Fi, sewer hookups, a bas-
ketball court, a beach area, hiking, pavilions, cabins with heat/air and a
cooking area.

The park hosts a number of special events each year, including this
year’s fourth annual Evergreen Park Craft and Flea Market.

The event will be Friday through Sunday, July 27-29. The hours on
Friday and Saturday are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Sunday 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. The cost is $15 per day for a 15-foot by 15-foot space, or $40 for
all three days. For more information, call (989) 325-6501.
Proceeds from the craft and flea market goes towards funding activities

at the park.

Continued from page one.

County board honors Severance
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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Last week’s celebrating started early in Cass City – the day before the
Fourth of July — with the dedication of the 100th block on the Thumb
Quilt Trail.

The eight-by-eight plywood block featuring stars and a rocket was
hung on the village’s DPW building so those entering Cass City Recre-
ational Park can see it from the Scotty McCullough Drive.
According to Thumb Quilt Trail President Pam Stillwell-Binder, every-

one worked hard to get the quilt done to have it up before the village’s
40th annual Freedom Festival celebration, which draws thousands of
people from around the area.
There was a special ribbon cutting ceremony Tuesday to dedicate the

placement of the 100th quilt of the Thumb Quilt Trail, which winds its
way through Huron, Tuscola and Sanilac counties. 
Cass City’s quilt, entitled “Up, Up, and Away,” has a significant design

for the community. The quilt was created to honor Cass City native and
former NASA Astronaut Brewster H. Shaw. Shaw graduated from Cass
City High School in 1963, and joined the United States Air Force in
1969.

Shaw went on to pilot the STS-9 Skylab, Orbiter Shuttle Atlantis in
1985, and the Columbia Space Shuttle in 1989. He retired with the rank
of colonel and was inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame May
6, 2006.
Designing and painting the quilts was a community effort.
The wooden quilt blocks are painted by students as well as community

volunteers at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro. Between a dozen
and 18 quilt blocks are completed over a couple of weeks. This last quilt
construction effort consisted of doing 14 blocks.
Aside from the students, Cass City residents Dottie Scollon, Marlene

Donaldson and village Trustee Nancy Barrios all took a special interest
in working on the quilt for Cass City to get it ready.
The concept of the quilt trail was inspired when Donna Groves of Ohio

bought a farm that had an ugly barn. She painted a quilt block design
to enhance the barn’s look, and the quilt trail movement took off from
there.

THE 100TH QUILT of the Thumb Quilt Trail was dedicated with a ribbon-cutting

ceremony. Above, helping to cut the ribbon were (from left) quilt trail committee

member Rose Putnam, President Pam Stillwell-Binder, village President Carl Palma-

teer and village Manager Debbie Powell.

CASS CITY’S quilt block was installed on the village’s

DPW building, facing the park. Those who helped hang

the quilt block, measuring eight feet by eight feet, were

(from left) Bob Frazer, Brady Kappen, Cody Orban and

Jacob Ferrell. Kappen Tree Service of Cass City volun-

teered a bucket truck and workers to mount the block.

Quilt trail’s 100th quilt
celebrated in Cass City 
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Picture-perfect weather,

plentiful crowds combine

for another great festival
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

The weather and turnout for the 40th annual Freedom Festival were
picture-perfect, with the extreme heat breaking just before the four-day
festival, making participation in the festival’s events more enjoyable.
“The weather was just beautiful. You could not have asked for better,”

said Cass City Chamber of Commerce Administrator Judy Keller. “We
had a lot of crafters come out. The inflatables were a big hit with the
kids. There was good participation in the ball games with a lot of spec-
tators, so that was a win-win for everyone. I’ve heard a lot of good
things about the festival.”

At first, Keller said she was a little worried the parade turnout was
down, but as time for step off neared, more people arrived, filling the
sidewalks along Main Street.

“I think there were more parade entries in the grand parade than nor-
mal. It was a really nice parade,” commented Carolyn Sorenson. “There
was a great turnout for that.”

Jim and Cheryl Luth, who own the McDonald’s restaurants in Cass

Please turn to page 17.

KURT PANKAU of Filion polishes up his 1970 Ford

during Friday night’s classic car show in the park-

ing lot behind Rotary Park.

IN KEEPING with Freedom Festival tradition, Cass City area veterans pre-

sented the colors at the head of the grand parade Saturday morning.

EIGHT CONTESTANTS entered the Young

Miss Firecracker catergory in this year’s Pag-

eant in the Park. The young misses were aged

from 6 to 8 years old. 

SANDUSKY resident Cody Gueldenzopf, 26, puts everything he’s got into

the lightweight truck pull during the strongman competition held in the for-

mer Baker College campus parking lot Saturday.

THE MYSTERIANS, famous for their 1960s

hit, “96 Tears”, rocked the Rotary Park

crowd Friday night with their renditions of a

host of classic tunes. A few concert-goers, in-

cluding Aubrey Boyce, 5, Cass City, couldn’t

resist the urge to dance.

GORDON THE MAGICIAN entertained area

youngsters Saturday durning the Freedom Fes-

tival. The new comedy/magic event was a delight

to the crowds. 
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Continued from page three.

Marijuana plant a Pandora’s Box

victions is a cowardly thing to do,
and something for which we
should all be ashamed, if we were
to do it. Chasing the dollar, while
losing moral integrity never ends
well; and essentially says that the
fleeting benefits of the present are
more important than the long-last-
ing consequences of the future.
So, no, we should not put eco-
nomic matters ahead of moral
convictions. That would be
wrong.

The primary concerns I would
like to address, however, are not
about moral issues; they are of an
intensely practical nature, the first
being the new ordinance the vil-
lage would need to pass in order
to allow the pot industry. This ob-
viously will be in-depth, compli-
cated, and, I would assume, very
costly, and certainly not some-
thing that is to be done in haste.

My second concern is that with
the marijuana issue being such a
complex and divisive one, the vil-
lage may find itself open to law-
suits, which will be both costly
and time-consuming.
There seems to be a great deal of

determination behind the pro-pot
agenda. This council may end up
face-to-face with folks from this
pro-pot camp, who are seeking a
“no-prohibitions-on-marijuana-
use-of-any-kind” ideology and
you can bet they know their topic
and strategies very well. Remem-
ber, “Oh, I guess we didn’t think

of that” and loopholes equal law-
suits!

In drafting this aforementioned
ordinance, there will be many
questions that will need to be an-
swered, such as: What license
types will be allowed? How many
of each of these licenses will be
available? By what means will a
license be granted so that it is fair
to all applicants? How will zoning
be dealt with? Does the village of-
fice have the staff to handle the
extra load of work that will doubt-
less be required? Can the village
put on or train staff to understand
the complex rules and regulations
of the cannabis industry? By the
way, these rules and regulations
are practically impossible to un-
derstand, much less enforce, con-
sidering that marijuana is still
illegal at a federal level. And on
and on…
In the June 6 article in the Chron-

icle, it was reported that Mr. Voll-
mar and Mr. Ploss stated that their
“main goal” would be to grow and
process marijuana for medical use
and medical research.

While this sounds like a noble
endeavor, come November, adult
recreational use of marijuana in
Michigan is to be put on the ballot
and stands a very good chance of
passing. Will this “main goal” of
medical use of marijuana change
if that is the case? Is the village
prepared for this?

We are being told that an eco-
nomic opportunity to gain a good
portion of the medical marijuana

market is only a few steps away.
I’m not sure, but I would say that
the sky’s the limit if you already
have an established facility, going
far beyond medical purposes for
the drug. The Pandora’s box
would have already been opened.

In closing, I believe this is a
topic—and industry, really— that
has very vague guidelines; ques-
tionable money accountability,
due to the federal government not
recognizing marijuana as legal;
and a “Cheech and Chong” view
of the use of marijuana under the
false guise of “legitimate medi-
cine”. Until these things change, I
would rather see Cass Cityans put
their heads together and become
the resourceful, innovative, opti-
mistic community that many of us
remember growing up in.

Cass City does not need the pot
industry, and all the problems and
crime it brings with it. We are bet-
ter than this. We can do better than
this. And I urge this council and
this community to take the high
road, to look beyond the immedi-
ate—the vague promises of pot
being the panacea to all of our
medical and economic problems;
and instead, to consider what a
Pandora’s box we will be opening,
if we, in our well-intentioned ef-
forts to do something positive,
sanction the entrance of the drug
industry into our community.

Respectfully,
Randy Perry

House passes a long overdue bill

Gary Glenn

deserves our

support Aug. 7

Linda Barnes

Linda K. Barnes of Snover, age 61, passed away at home on Friday,
July 6, 2018.  She was born November 27, 1956 in Yale, the daughter
of the late Edmund and Roberta (Phillips) Moyer.  Linda married Harold
Barnes in Shabonna on March 1, 1975.  Family was important, and
Linda spent her life managing the family home, raising three sons, and
spending time with her grandchildren that meant the world to her.  Linda
also enjoyed her flower gardens and wood crafts.  
Linda is survived by her loving husband of forty-three years, Harold;

three sons, Harold, Jr. of Snover, James and his partner, Dee of Marlette,
and Travis and his wife, Jenny of Argyle; six grandchildren, three broth-
ers, and her puggleston, Babe.  

In keeping with Linda’s wishes, cremation has taken place and a pri-
vate memorial gathering will take place at a later date.  Those planning
an expression of sympathy may wish to consider memorial contribu-
tions to United Hospice Service, 2770 Main Street, P. O. Box 307, Mar-
lette, MI 48453 in memory of Linda.

A LENGTH of old fire hose can be slid over a hy-

draulic-door arm as a safety measure to prevent an

intruder from opening a door from the outside. De-

commissioned fire hoses cut into six- to eight-inch

lengths can withstand a lot of pressure.

Anderson: recycled fire
hoses can be used as
door security devices

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

As Tuscola County Emergency Management Director, sheriff’s Deputy
Steve Anderson is also involved in all aspects of security.
Which is why Anderson, after coming across an unusual low-cost idea

for a security measure, forwarded the idea to schools and fire fighters
in the county.
His suggestion was for firemen to cut up fire hoses that are no longer

used by the fire department into six- to eight-inch sections. The sections
can be used to slide over hydraulic-door arms to prevent the doors from
being opened by a would-be intruder from the outside.
“The hoses can withstand a tremendous amount of pressure,” said An-

derson. 
Instead of just pitching old hoses, most fire departments keep them

around for training to demonstrate, for example, how to properly deploy
a hose or connect sections of hose together.

Anderson pointed out he can’t take credit for the idea of using fire
hoses to improve security.

“I saw it on a video from Glendale, Ariz., where a fire department
there used old hoses for door security,” he explained. “I thought it was
a great idea and forwarded it on.
“With schools, fire departments, and everyone being on tight budgets,

this is a good way to provide security for free.”
The first school and fire department to use the idea pitched by Ander-

son is in northern Tuscola County.
ACW-Unionville Fire Department members spent several hours cut-

ting decommissioned hoses into six- to eight-inch lengths to fit over
door arms in the Unionville-Sebewaing Area School District. The low-
cost security measure worked on nearly all of the school’s doors.

The hoses will also work as a security measure on most hydraulic-
door arms in other facilities, Anderson noted.

Here we go again. No need to tell
you that elections are just around
the corner. We have been blasted
for months already.

Are you aware that the U.S.
House of Representatives has
passed a bill requiring able-bodied
adults ages 18 to 59 to participate
in job training for 20 hours a week
in order to receive food stamp
benefits that average $450 a
month for a family of four?

I am not opposed to people who
need it, but most definitely the
able-
bodied free-loafers need to get off
their butts, and 20 hours a week is
a small return. The training can
provide employment training to
help people find and keep good
jobs.
We need carpenters, electricians,

mechanics, plumbers, etc. These
jobs cannot be filled. Could it be
due to drugs and able-bodied peo-
ple sitting on their butts, doing
nothing? An old saying was, “God
bless those that help themselves.”
Seems like that should apply in
today’s world, too!

Our representative, Paul

Mitchell, voted in favor of the bill
– good for him. Anyone with chil-
dren under the age of six would
not be required to work. That part
is good. Plus, there is money to as-
sist with childcare and a tax credit.
Guess who opposed the bill? Our

very liberal Debbie Stabenow, De-
mocrat. She wants no work re-
quirements for food stamps. Why
not? The usual liberal stand of
“Let the government take care of
you.” Wrong. Very wrong.

So, when you go to the polls,
vote for the person, most defi-

nitely not for the party.
Also, vote for no one over 60.

They probably have been in office
too long already. Am I opposed to
older people? Heck no. I am a sen-
ior citizen in my 70’s. It is time for
younger people, new blood, new
ideas. Debbie Stabenow, Nancy
Pelosi, Diane Feinstein all need to
retire.

An independent forever, 

Virginia “Ginna” Gentner
Cass City

Dear editor,

I am voting for Gary Glenn for
the state Senate in the Republican
primary Tuesday, Aug. 7. Gary re-
flects my values, and I can trust
him to fight for my rights in Lans-
ing.

Gary was endorsed in his last
race two years ago by the NRA
with an A-plus and 100-percent
rating. Kevin Daley was not en-
dorsed in his last race four years
ago by the NRA and received a B-
minus and a 57-percent rating.

Kevin Daley voted for Proposal
One and higher taxes. On June 27,
Mr. Daley wrote a letter to an area
newspaper and denied he voted
for it. That was a lie. Gary Glenn
voted against Proposal One.

Senator Mike Green has en-
dorsed Gary Glenn to replace him
for the Senate seat that he is retir-
ing from.

These are just a few of the rea-
sons that I will vote for Gary
Glenn. I hope you will consider
voting for him, too. The Senate
district includes Tuscola, Lapeer
and Bay counties.

Colleen McLoskey
Caro
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Fest another big success

City and Caro, were the parade’s grand marshals.
“There was a great turnout for the music in Rotary Park. The Mysterians, Iron

Fist and all the other performers were great,” said Sorenson. “The Rotary Club’s
50-50 drawing was a success. We thank the Rotary Club for all of their help.

“Thumb Bank and Trust’s ice cream social sold out, and sold out early. The
money goes to the Cass City Band program,” she noted.

A segment of the festival honored those who love automobiles. For several
years, the classic car show has been a big draw and it was again this year.

“There were over 100 cars and the new location for the show behind Rotary
Park was well attended,” said Sorenson.
Keller estimated some 140 cars were showcased during the show.
And, the fireworks display was amazing as always.
“It was a really nice (fireworks) display,” said Brenda Spencer of Roseville,

who was visiting friends in Caseville. “I’ve heard about the festival during the
times I’ve been up here, but it was always after the festival. This is the first time
we’ve gone to it, and it was nice.”

Sports are also a big part of the festival, with the annual Fire in the Sky Bas-
ketball Tournament topping the list.
“There were 36 teams. It was a great turnout. They came from all over the area

to participate,” said Justin Ketterer, who coordinated the event. “First-place win-
ners in the different categories received a trophy, while the second-place team
members received medals. T-shirts were also handed out.

The winner of this year’s tourney was Bit Coin Baller Brand from Huron
County.

Another popular event was the strong men and strong women competitions
hosted by Jon Ligrow, owner of Ligrow’s 24-hour Fitness, Cass City.
There were nearly three dozen participants. The competition included log press,

a yoke carry, farmer’s carry and Atlas stone, and instead of the deadlift, there
was a harness pull where contestants had to pull a pick-up truck.

“It drew a good crowd to participate and to watch,” said Ligrow. “There were
competitors from Lansing, from Ohio, and up North,” he said. “There were a
lot from the area also, and several of the winners were locals.”
This was the third year for the event.
“Each year it keeps growing,” added Ligrow. “This competition lasted for four

hours. Next year I may have to put a limit on the number of (competitors).”
Trophies were given for first place and plaques for second place. A list of win-

ners will run in the next edition of the Cass City Chronicle.
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DANIELLE CURTIS performed a solo dance routine Friday

night while spectators waited in Rotary Park for pageant judges

to announce winners.

ABOVE M/T POCKET PULLERS spent the after-

noon in Cass City Park near the hill on Saturday,

putting on a show of power and endurance with their

tractor pull. 

ABOVE CASS CITY’s Tom Fulcher joined The Mys-

terians on stage to belt out a few classic oldies. 

NEW ON THE schedule this year was DJ Mike Wil-

son. Wilson played a variety of music for area fami-

lies to enjoy while they waited for the fireworks at

dusk. Above, area youngsters and their families

danced along to the ever popular “Chicken Dance”

in Cass City Elementary School parking lot.
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