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Ready to serve...

Hospital welcomes donation of Baker campus 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The closure of the Baker College
campus in Cass City won’t leave
another empty building on Main
Street after all.
Hills and Dales General Hospital

officials last week said they’ve de-
cided to accept Baker College of-
ficials’ generous offer to donate
the local campus, including the
13,816-square-foot building, to
the Cass City hospital.

“When the Baker College build-
ing became available…we de-
cided to tour it, and it really is a
great space. We will be able to uti-
lize almost all of it and look for-
ward to seeing the building not be
vacant,” said Jean Anthony, pres-
ident and CEO of Hills and Dales
General Hospital.

“We continue to experience
growth in our clinics and in the
hospital, seeing more patients than
ever before. With growth, we also
continue to employ more people,”

noted Anthony, who said Hills and
Dales now boasts more than 300
employees – full-time, part-time
and casual. “The number of spe-
cialty physicians we have has in-
creased, as well as the number of
our own physicians and nurse
practitioners, which has resulted
in more patients and an increased
number of clinic staff members.

“We also offer new programs,
like the Swing Bed Program,
smoking cessation, pulmonary re-
habilitation, etc., which requires

additional staff to be within the
hospital to offer these services,”
she added.
“We have outgrown our available

office space almost everywhere on
our campus,” Anthony continued.
“We have been talking for quite
some time about what the next
step would be.”

Hills and Dales will move some
of its non-clinical staff to the
building, where they will utilize
the office space, according to An-
thony, who said the hospital will

also use the larger conference
rooms for meeting space and for
educational training such as CPR
courses, SafeSitter courses, sup-
port group meetings and other
groups that meet at the hospital on
a routine basis.
“Our plans right now for the non-

clinical area to move (to the col-
lege campus) would be our
finance department, as we are cur-
rently leasing off campus,”  An-
thony explained.

Please turn to page 7.

HILLS AND Dales General Hospital of-

ficials in Cass City last week announced

they have accepted Baker College’s gen-

erous offer to donate its Cass City cam-

pus, which has been closed, to the

hospital. Hills and Dales will initially uti-

lize the additional space to house its fi-

nance department as well as offer

various training courses.
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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

As part of the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw’s spiritual growth,
Bishop Joseph Cistone announced several parish changes in May
that take effect in July.

The Rev. Christian Tabares will go from pastor of Our Lady Con-
solata Parish in Cass City, formerly known as St. Pancratius Catholic
Church, to pastor at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Saginaw. He will
begin his new assignment July 2.

“It is hard leaving. The parish is a family and a community. You
create bonds and friendships. They are not just individuals who come
to church; they become your friends and family,” said Tabares. “So,
leaving a family is always difficult, but you look forward to meeting
new people and serving the Lord where He wants you to serve.”

Tabares is from Columbia, South America. He attended Saint
Thomas Aquinas Seminary and was ordained in 2011. He has been
in the United States since 2008 when he left Greece.

The newly-ordained Rev. Adam Maher will take on the role of
parochial administrator of Our Lady Consolata Parish when Tabares
leaves.

Maher is from Port Sanilac. He graduated from Carsonville-Port
Sanilac School and earned a degree in education from Saginaw Val-
ley State University.

“I taught in Marlette Schools for a couple of years, but as I kept
growing in my relationship with the Lord, I became convinced that
the Lord wanted me to keep teaching — teach about Him,” said
Maher. “I prayed about it for a while and felt I was being called to
do it.”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials say the district’s finances are looking
healthy for now, but they’re planning to hold the line financially over
the next 12 months just the same.

The local board of education this week reviewed and adopted a new
spending plan that projects spending will dip slightly — by roughly
$88,300 out of a nearly $10 million budget – in 2018-19.

The board also approved a revised 2017-18 general fund budget,
which ends the fiscal year June 30 in the black.

In reviewing the revised 2017-18 spending plan, Cass City Schools
Chief Financial Officer Allison Zimba noted the current budget is ex-
pected to end with total revenues of $9,994,041 and expenditures of
$9,975,932 in revenues, leaving a difference of $18,109 that will be
rolled over into the fund balance.
Cass City’s fund balance remains healthy at nearly $1.7 million, or an

amount equal to nearly 17 percent of the general fund budget.
Meeting in regular session, following a special 30-minute budget ses-

sion Monday night, the school board formally accepted both the old and
new spending plans in compliance with state law, which requires
schools to have new budgets in place by July 1.
Zimba said revenues and expenditures were both higher – by $66,164

and $61,600, respectively — than originally budgeted in 2017-18 due

Rev. Adam Maher eager to serve

the Our Lady Consolata Parish

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Law enforcement agencies in
Tuscola County are facing an up-
hill climb in their effort to keep
impaired drivers off area roads
and highways if the numbers re-
leased in the latest Michigan Of-
fice of Highway Safety Planning
(OHSP) report are any indication.

According to the OHSP 2017

Michigan Traffic Crash Facts re-
port, the number of traffic crashes
involving drivers under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs in Tus-
cola County continued to climb
last year.

The numbers have Tuscola
County Sheriff Glen Skrent con-
cerned.

“I like to see the most current
stats to see where we are right

now,” Skrent said of the report. “I
feel some of the public doesn’t see
using marijuana and driving as a
problem, much like alcohol was
30 years ago. It’s important for the
public to educate themselves on
what is going on around them.

“The marijuana and its deriva-
tives has increased the potency
dramatically from previous
decades,” Skrent said. “When you

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

If the opinions shared by a cou-
ple of citizens during the regular
monthly meeting of the Cass City
Village Council Monday night are
any indication, the proposed med-
ical marijuana growing facility in-
side a Garfield Avenue factory
could face plenty of opposition.

The proposal, boasting a $1.5
million initial investment, calls for
a 25,000-square-foot operation in-
side the current Millennium In-
dustries building. The facility
would have 24/7 security, and all
employees would undergo strin-
gent background checks. Also in
place are safeguards for waste dis-
posal and odor control, according
to Gary Vollmar, president of Mil-
lennium Industries, and longtime
business partner Gus Ploss, who
are requesting a special-use permit
to launch the business.
They indicated operations at Mil-

lennium Industries, which special-
izes in the design, development,
manufacture, and distribution of
automotive fuel systems and en-
gine component parts, would re-
main unchanged.

They also estimate the medical
marijuana growing operation
would create up to 35 permanent
jobs with an annual payroll of
more than $1.2 million in the first
year and over $2 million by year
five. They say the new company
would generate an estimated
$40,000 in property taxes annu-
ally.

Those benefits notwithstanding,
Cass City residents Randy Perry
and Sharon Dunn indicated Mon-
day they don’t believe Cass City

needs a cannabis shop located in
the community.
“I would like to begin by stating
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Ubly Jr/Sr High School recently
announced the 2017-2018 Honor
Roll Marking Period 4 honor stu-
dents.

Grade 12

Dustin Arter, Levi Block, Danielle
Briolat, Justin Briolat*, Chantelle
Burk, Delanie Candela, Rachel
Cook*, Dylan Crickon, Evan
Franzel*, Kendra Franzel, Shelby
Fulton, Andrew Gilbert, Lauren
Gillig*, Emily Gosdzinski*, Alex
Grifka, Chelsey Halifax, Jacob
Halifax, Emma Hembrough*,
Erin Inbody, Ariana Kaczor, Macy
Knoblock*, Emily Kubacki, Ash-
ton Lemke*, Matthew Maikrzek*,
Josilynn McCoy, Peyton McLel-
lan, Jason Mierop*, Tori Osan-
towski, Trent Osantowski, Brent
Osentoski*, Mary-Christine Osen-
toski*, Shaquala Rich, Emelia Ro-
driguez*, Izabel Rodriguez, Kacie
Roggenbuck, Joseph Sieradzki,
Madelyn Smalley, David Soren-
son, Katrina Stevenson, Nicholas
Swanson*, Anthony Sweeney,
Ryan Sweeney, Samantha
Sweeney, Jacob Uhl, Madeline
Ulfig, Savannah Walker*, Janelle
White*, Todd Wollin II, Amber
Wolschleger

Grade 11

Mirela Araujo, Isaac Booms,
Joshua Brandel*, Jaelynn Burton,
Eli Emming, Amber Essen-
macher*, Bethany Gornowicz*,
Anna Greyerbiehl*, Haili Gusa*,
Payten Heleski, Cheyenne Janik,
Kelsey Knoblock*, Ethan Lemke,
Parker Lipskey, Jaleesa Mattox,
Anna Messing, Nolan Murray,
Kylie Ogryski, Arisa Osentoski*,
Natalie Pallas, Rebecca Particka,
Madelyn Peplinski*, Alexis
Pionk, Cheyenne Porzondek*,
Ashley Puvalowski, Brooke Rit-
ter, Ryche Roggenbuck*, Sabrina
Schumacher, Jason Smalley, Sadie
Souva*, William Spicer, McKen-
zie Stomack*, Mackenzie Uhl,
Mikaela Van Erp*, Mikkayla
Verellen, Amanda Weaver,

Nicholas Wright

Grade 10

Olivia Brown, Austin Cregeur,
Kali Dutcher, Grant Geiger*, An-
drea Grifka, Rachel Leppek*,
Shelby May, Claire Melnik, Han-
nah Melnik, Ellie Peruski, Caleb
Powers, Isle Roggenbuck, Isabelle
Rutkowski, Hannah Schroeder,
Jaiden Schulte, Abigail Sorenson,
Katelyn Sweeney*, Danielle
Tschirhart, Alexia Vogel, Sierra
Walker*

Grade 9

Alivia Bischer*, Kylee Brandt,
Kendra Glaza, Josephine Gusa*,
Katie Heilig, Amanda Hill, Kalli
House, Haley Klama*, Haley
Krueger*, Shelby Kuntze*, Alli-
son Lautner*, Erin McCarty*,
Reese McLellan*, Cole Messing,
Shelby Messing*, Madison
Michalski, Sarah Peplinski*,
Samantha Souva*, Gabriel
Sweeney, Nolan Van Erp*, Eliza-
beth Weber*, Hally Ziehm

Grade 8

Jenna Arntz*, Matthew Brandel,
Alexander Foote, Nora Franzel*,
Trinity Franzel*, Ethan Gillig,
Katelyn Grifka*, Tess Grifka*,
Alexiss Guigar, Lindsey Guza,
Theron Harris*, Ryan Hill, Carter
Hughes, Lily Kieliszewski*,
Kylie Maurer, Hailey Mausolf,
Logan Mueller*, Colin Oberski,
Myah Schulte*, Emma Smalley,
Annisa Smith, Leah Stringer,
Alexander Susalla, Kyle Sweeney,
Coleton Taylor, Dallas Hunter
Walker, Emma Widger

Grade 7

Haylee Arlitt, Joy Auman, Jeanna
Bischer*, Gabrielle Bukoski,
Michael Cook, Alex Fleming,
Christopher Gosdzinski, Maze
Gusa*, Abigail Guza*, Carly
Guza, Mark Heilig, Jalyn Kolar,

Adrianna Learman-Essenmacher,
Anthony McCarty*, Abigail
Michalski, Jarrett Nast, DeLaney
Peruski, Taylor Peruski, Jenna
Stambaugh, Jace Susalla, Logan
Volmering*, Samantha Warczin-
sky, Mercedes Wolschleger
*Denotes all A’s  

Ubly announces honor roll students

Ubly Jr/Sr High School recently
announced the 2017-2018 Honor
Roll for the second sememster, the
following students earned all A’s
and B’s they are:

Grade 12

Danielle Briolat, Justin Briolat*,
Chantelle Burk, Delanie Candela,
Rachel Cook*, Dylan Crickon,
Evan Franzel*, Kendra Franzel,
Andrew Gilbert, Lauren Gillig*,
Emily Gosdzinski, Alex Grifka,
Chelsey Halifax, Jacob Halifax,
Emma Hembrough*, Erin Inbody,
Ariana Kaczor, Macy Knoblock*,
Emily Kubacki, Ashton Lemke*,
Matthew Maikrzek*, Josilynn
McCoy, Peyton McLellan, Jason
Mierop*, Tori Osantowski, Brent
Osentoski, Mary-Christine Osen-
toski*, Shaquala Rich*, Emelia
Rodriguez, Izabel Rodriguez*,
Kacie Roggenbuck, Madelyn
Smalley, David Sorenson, Katrina
Stevenson, Nicholas Swanson*,
Anthony Sweeney, Ryan
Sweeney, Samantha Sweeney,
Madeline Ulfig, Savannah
Walker*, Zackary Walker, Janelle
White*, Todd Wollin, Amber
Wolschleger

Grade 11

Mirela Araujo, Isaac Booms,
Joshua Brandel*, Jaelynn Burton,
Amber Essenmacher*, Bethany
Gornowicz*, Anna Greyerbiehl*,
Haili Gusa*, Kelsey Knoblock*,
Ethan Lemke, Parker Lipskey,
Jaleesa Mattox, Anna Messing,
Nolan Murray, Kylie Ogryski,
Arisa Osentoski*, Rebecca
Particka, Madelyn Peplinski*,
Alexis Pionk, Cheyenne Porzon-
dek*, Ashley Puvalowski, Brooke
Ritter, Ryche Roggenbuck*, Sab-
rina Schumacher*, Sadie Souva*,
McKenzie Stomack*, Mackenzie
Uhl, Mikaela Van Erp*, Mikkayla
Verellen, Nicholas Wright

Grade 10

Olivia Brown*, Austin Cregeur,
Grant Geiger*, Andrea Grifka*,
Rachel Leppek*, Hannah Melnik,
Ellie Peruski, Caleb Powers, Isle
Roggenbuck, Hannah Schroeder,
Jaiden Schulte, Abigail Sorenson,
Katelyn Sweeney*, Danielle
Tschirhart, Alexia Vogel, Sierra
Walker

Grade 9

Alivia Bischer*, Kylee Brandt,
Kendra Glaza, Josephine Gusa*,
Katie Heilig, Amanda Hill, Kalli
House, Haley Klama*, Haley
Krueger*, Shelby Kuntze*, Alli-
son Lautner*, Erin McCarty*,
Reese McLellan*, Shelby Mess-
ing*, Sarah Peplinski*, Dawson
Schumacher, Samantha Souva*,
Gabriel Sweeney, Nolan Van
Erp*, Elizabeth Weber*, Hally
Ziehm 

Grade 8

Jenna Arntz*, Matthew Brandel,
Bryce Essenmacher, Alexander
Foote, Nora Franzel*, Trinity
Franzel*, Ethan Gillig, Katelyn
Grifka*, Tess Grifka*, Alexiss
Guigar*, Lindsey Guza, Theron
Harris*, Carter Hughes, Lily
Kieliszewski*, Kylie Maurer, Hai-
ley Mausolf, Logan Mueller*,
Colin Oberski, Myah Schulte*,
Emma Smalley, Annisa Smith,
Leah Stringer, Alexander Susalla,
Kyle Sweeney, Coleton Taylor,
Dallas Hunter Walker, Emma
Widger

Grade 7

Haylee Arlitt, Joy Auman, Jeanna
Bischer*, Gabrielle Bukoski,
Michael Cook, Christopher Gos-
dzinski, Maze Gusa*, Abigail
Guza*, Carly Guza*, Mark Heilig,
Jalyn Kolar, Adrianna Learman-
Essenmacher, Anthony McCarty*,
Abigail Michalski, Jarrett Nast,
DeLaney Peruski, Taylor Peruski,
Jenna Stambaugh, Jace Susalla,
Seth Sweeney, Andrew Vogel,
Logan Volmering*, Samantha
Warczinsky, Mercedes
Wolschleger
*Denotes all A’s  

Ubly semester
honor students
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

When monkeys fly...

a cloud of smoke. Her stand-in and stunt double,
Betty Danko, was also injured during the skywriting
sequence.

*The now famous song “Over the Rainbow” was
almost cut from the movie, because executives
thought it made the movie too long.

*After the Scarecrow gets his brain, he states the
isosceles Pythagorean Theorem – but incorrectly.

*The shabby coat that Frank Morgan’s Professor
Marvel/The Wiz wore was a thrift store find. It was
discovered later that it used to belong to Oz author
L. Frank Baum (his name was sewn into the gar-
ment). Baum’s widow and tailor confirmed the find.
*Chrysotile asbestos fibers (the carcinogenic stuff)

were used to create the snow in the poppy field
scene.
*Ray Bolger’s Scarecrow prosthetic face created an

intense impression of lines on his face. It took about
a year for them to disappear.
*The film was nominated for six Academy Awards,

but lost Best Picture to “Gone with the Wind.”
When I hear or see a tornado warning notice, I can-

not help but think of that movie, and wonder if the
expression of skepticism – “when monkeys fly” —
comes from that movie.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Jerry Maren, who was the last of the surviving
“Wizard of Oz” munchkins, died this month at age
99.
Whenever there is a tornado warning issued, I think

of the movie The Wizard of Oz and the first time I
saw it on television when I was a child.

The idea of being swept away by a storm to a far-
away land with characters – including witches and
little people – isn’t what makes me apprehensive
about storms. The idea of being swept away by a
storm to a land where there are flying monkeys is
what has stayed in my mind even as an adult — that
aspect of the movie gave me nightmares for several
years.

When I learned of Maren’s passing, I went on-line
to look up more information about the movie. I came
across the website http://flavorwire.com/411724/50-
things-you-didnt-know-about-the-wizard-of-oz,
which outlines 50 little-known things about the
movie.
The following are a few of the facts about the movie

I found interesting:
*Bert Lahr’s Cowardly Lion costume weighed al-

most 100 pounds and was made with real lion pelts.
*The early Technicolor process required more light

than a normal film production, so the set tempera-
tures often exceeded 100 degrees.

*In L. Frank Baum’s 1900 novel, “The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz”, Dorothy’s slippers were silver. They
were changed to “ruby” because of Technicolor.
*The special effects crew used flavored Jell-O pow-

der to color the horses for the Emerald City scenes.
It had to be a fast shoot since the horses attempted to
lick themselves clean.
*Buddy Ebsen (a.k.a. Jed Clampett on “The Beverly

Hillbillies”) was the first choice for the Tin Man, but
the actor suffered from an extreme allergic reaction
to the aluminum dust in his makeup. Jack Haley took
over the role, and makeup artists switched to an alu-
minum paste, which gave him an eye infection.

*The Wicked Witch of the West’s makeup was
toxic, so the actress – Margaret Hamilton — lived on
a liquid diet to avoid accidental ingestion. Her face
stayed green for weeks after shooting finished due to
the copper-based ingredients. Also, Hamilton was se-
verely burned in the scene where she disappears into

Measles still a threat,
vaccinations still key

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices (MDHHS) has confirmed a second case of measles
in Michigan for 2018.
Officials say the latest case is unrelated to Michigan’s

first incidence of measles in 2018, which occurred in
March – and both cases were the result of exposure out-
side of the country. However, they underscore the im-
portance of being protected against the disease by
vaccination.
Measles is a vaccine-preventable respiratory infection

that can result in hospitalization, pneumonia, en-
cephalitis and death.

The illness begins with a high fever, red eyes, cough,
runny nose, and is followed by a red, raised body rash
starting on the head and face that then spreads to the
rest of the body. Measles patients often experience eye
pain and sensitivity to light. Cases can be contagious a
few days before the rash appears, which increases the
possibility of unknowingly exposing others.

“Immunizations are the best way to protect our fami-
lies and communities from the harmful, sometimes
deadly consequences of vaccine-preventable diseases
like measles,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical exec-
utive with the MDHHS. “If you have questions about a
child’s vaccination status or your own vaccination his-
tory, talk to your doctor right away to ensure your fam-
ily has optimal protection.”

Because measles is easily spread, vaccination is the
best protection against the disease. Successful preven-
tion and control of measles requires high levels of im-
munity in all communities.

The measles vaccine is highly effective and very safe.
Adults who do not have evidence of immunity against
measles should get at least one dose of the vaccine. The
first of two routine childhood measles vaccine doses is
given at 12 months of age. A second vaccine dose is
given before the start of kindergarten.

For international travel, infants as young as six
months should be vaccinated against measles. Measles
vaccine, or other acceptable documentation of immu-
nity to measles, is recommended for all persons travel-
ling internationally.
Measles is a rare disease in the United States as a re-

sult of inclusion of the measles vaccine in routine child-
hood immunization since the 1960s.  However, measles
continues to be common in other countries.

This year, several countries in Europe are reporting
significant measles outbreaks, including France, Italy,
Germany, England, Romania, and Ukraine, among oth-
ers. Recent outbreaks have also been reported in
Venezuela, Colombia and Brazil.

From 2001 through 2012, the average number of
measles cases reported nationally per year was about
60. But in recent years there have been more, which is
of great concern to public health authorities.
In 2017, there were 118 cases in the United States, in-

cluding two cases in Michigan. And the majority of peo-
ple who contracted measles were not vaccinated.
In an effort to help parents protect their children from

serious vaccine-preventable diseases, MDHHS has
partnered with the Franny Strong Foundation in
launching the “I Vaccinate” campaign. I Vaccinate pro-
vides vaccination facts for parents to make informed de-
cisions about vaccinations.

For more information, visit IVaccinate.org.
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The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Don’t forget that next week trash pickup for village
residents in Cass City will be a day later than usual
- taking place on Friday following the 4th of July
holiday.
Other useful information regarding trash pickup in-

cludes: trash should be out at the curb by 7:00 a.m.
and is limited to one large item (washer, stove,
couch, etc.) per week. Also, approved containers are
not to exceed 50 pounds, while no tires, concrete or
free liquids will be accepted.
Further, carpet must be dry and cut in 4 foot lengths,

tied and bundled.

**********    

With this year’s Cass City Freedom Festival annual
parade just around the corner, Cass City Rotary Club
member Carolyn Sorenson is reminding everyone to
consider purchasing a raffle ticket before the festiv-
ities kick into high gear. 
“On Saturday, before the Freedom Festival parade,

Rotarians will be selling 50/50 tickets as one of our
fundraisers, so that we can continue giving back to
our local and global community,” said Sorenson.
“Some of our projects include donating to our local

Boy Scouts, Cass City Chamber, Hills and Dales
Foundation, Christmas for Kids, Rotary college
scholarships, inbound and outbound exchange stu-
dents, Rotary Park, disc golf, literacy projects, Fi-
nancial Peace seminars and sending kids to Rotary
Camp, just to name a few,” she added.
As usual, the winning number of this 50/50 will be

on the last entry in the parade.

**********    

Please remember that next week’s Chronicle edition
will arrive a day later than usual, as our office will
be closed Wednesday in observance of Independence
Day. We hope the holiday allows for time to be spent
with family, and we caution folks about the hazards
associated with the use of fireworks.

According to the personal-finance website Wal-
letHub, Americans will spend over $825 million on
fireworks this year and 68 percent of firework in-
juries occur within a month of July 4.

**********

WalletHub also reports, Americans plan to spend
$6.9 billion on 4th of July food, consuming 150 mil-
lion hot dogs each 4th of July. Americans are ex-
pected to spend $1.6 billion on 4th of July beer and
wine.

Finally, WalletHub says 49.5 million people will
travel 50+ miles from home for the 4th of July.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for
multi-year subscription. Rates & Policies

The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to
edit any and all copy for content and size re-
strictions.  Final editorial judgement lies with
the Chronicle management and staff.    Dead-
line for classified advertising is Monday, noon
and deadline for display advertising is Friday,
5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name, ad-
dress and telephone number. The latter is in
case it is necessary to call for verification, but
won’t be used in the newspaper. Names will
be withheld from publication upon request, for
an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a spe-
cific nature, for instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes for a raffle.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish
social news  free of charge.  Social  news in-
cludes: engagements, weddings, anniversaries,
college graduations, birth announcements and
similar items.  There is a $4 fee to include a
photo.

We support Glenn

Tuscola County residents,
It is time to elect someone who actually does what

he says he will. Gary Glenn is true to his convictions.
He will not change once elected to be our next state
senator.
Gary Glenn for state senator!

Susan and Melvin Campbell
Vassar
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Johnathan A. Show, 30,
Millington, pleaded no contest to
a charge of child abuse, second
degree, between Nov. 27 and Dec.
7 in Vassar Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $20,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Daniel S. Haney, 18, Bay City,
pleaded no contest to unlawfully
driving away an automobile Aug.
30 in Denmark Township; assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a po-
lice officer Aug. 31 in Caro; four
counts of fleeing and eluding a po-
lice officer, carrying a concealed
weapon and operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the influence of
liquor Aug. 30 in Denmark Town-
ship; and three counts of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a
police officer Feb. 19 in Caro. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond in the cases was
continued at a combined $108,000
and the defendant was remanded
to the custody of the sheriff’s de-
partment. Sentencing is to be

scheduled.
*James A. Daniel, 56, Cass City,

was sentenced to 90 days in the
county jail and 60 months proba-
tion following his plea of guilty to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Feb. 8 in Novesta Town-
ship.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $1,258.
*Timothy W. Flynn, 55, West

Branch, was sentenced to 30 days
in jail, with work release and
worksite privileges, following his
plea of no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Feb. 3 in Arbela Township.
He was also placed on 60 months

probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Cody R. Fyvie, 21, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to child abuse,
second degree, and child abuse,
fourth degree, March 19 in Tus-
cola Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Brett N. Duenas, 32, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to attempted
child abuse, second degree, Dec.
19 in Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jeremy W. Cook, 38, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to carrying a
weapon with unlawful intent, as-
sault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault), lying to a
peace officer, possession of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony, and two counts of domes-
tic violence March 14 in Vassar
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$25,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
*Justin R. Ruth, 31, Silverwood,

pleaded no contest to charges of
assault with intent to do great bod-
ily harm less than murder, and do-
mestic violence, second offense,
Feb. 24 in Dayton Township.

*James R. Rowbotham, 48,
Mayville, pleaded guilty to pos-
session of marijuana, second of-
fense, July 19, 2016, in Fremont
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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get the THC level way up there by
modifying the plant, I think it
makes it a whole new ballgame,
along with the ‘dabbing’ and
‘medibles’ and the other (methods
of ingesting marijuana).”

The annual OHSP report in-
cludes traffic crash data for indi-
vidual counties from 2017 along
with statistics showing five-year
trends, all gleaned from accident
reports submitted by local police
departments, sheriff’s depart-
ments and the Michigan State Po-
lice. Some data was also obtained
from the Michigan departments of
transportation, state and commu-
nity health.
The numbers revealed there were

2,117 drivers involved in 1,738
traffic accidents in Tuscola
County in 2017. Of those crashes,
13 were classified as fatal, result-
ing in 14 deaths. Another 358 per-
sons were injured.

The fatal accidents occurred in
the following townships: Colum-
bia (one), Dayton (one), Elkland
(one), Ellington (one), Elmwood
(one), Fremont (one), Indianfields
(one), Millington (two), Tuscola
(two), Vassar (one) and Wells
(one). 

Among the total number of
crashes last year, 41 were classi-
fied as involving drugs – more
than twice the number of such ac-
cidents in each of the previous
four years.

Four of the 13 fatal accidents
recorded in 2017 involved drugs.
In comparison, there were six fatal
crashes in 2016 (one involved
drugs), five fatal accidents in 2015
(one involved drugs), 10 fatal
crashes in 2014 (one involved
drugs), and five fatal accidents in
2013 (none were classified as in-

Continued from page one.

Crashes involving impaired drivers on rise
volving drugs).

The number of personal injury
accidents involving drugs were
also the highest they’ve been in
five years, both in terms of
crashes that resulted in serious and
minor injuries.

The numbers were no better in
the category of accidents involv-
ing drivers under the influence of
alcohol.
In 2017, there were 85 drivers in

alcohol-involved crashes; 78 (91.8
percent) of those drivers were
coded as “had been drinking” by
the investigating officer.  Forty-
one of the 78 drivers had a BAC
(blood alcohol content/concentra-
tion) of .08 or higher, and 13 of
the drivers had a BAC of .17 or
above.

The total number of “had been
drinking” crashes was 77 last year,
10 more than in each of the three
previous years and nearly 20 more
than in 2013. More than half of
the fatal crashes (seven) involved
a driver who had been drinking,
compared to none in 2016 (out of
six fatal crashes), one in 2015 (out
of five fatal accidents) five in
2014 (out of 10 crashes) and one
in 2013 (out of five crashes). Last
year also marked the highest num-
ber of injury accidents involving a
driver who had been drinking.
Among the statistics included in

the annual OHSP are traffic acci-
dent totals for individual munici-
palities.
The village of Cass City reported

19 accidents in 2017, with two in-
volving injures and the rest classi-
fied as property damage accidents.
Two of the crashes involved deer.
There were no fatalities.

In the city of Caro, meanwhile,
the number of traffic accidents to-
taled 103 last year, with 25 involv-
ing injuries and 78 classified as

property damage crashes. None of
the accidents involved fatalities.
There were four traffic accidents

in the village of Gagetown, with
only one involving injuries, and
the village of Kingston reported
seven crashes, with one involving
injuries.

The following are the numbers
reported for several townships in
the Cass City area:

*Elkland – 57 accidents that re-
sulted in one death and seven in-
juries, plus 51 property damage
accidents.

*Ellington – 73 accidents, in-
cluding one death and 10 injuries
(63 of the crashes involved prop-
erty damage only).

*Elmwood – 85 accidents, in-
cluding one death and 13 injuries
(73 of the crashes involved prop-
erty damage only).
*Kingston – 38 accidents involv-

ing five injuries (33 crashes in-
volved property damage only).

*Koylton – 61 accidents involv-
ing 11 injuries (53 crashes in-
volved property damage only).

*Novesta – 54 accidents involv-
ing 27 injuries (40 crashes in-
volved property damage only).
*Wells – 107 accidents involving

one fatality and 11 injuries (97
crashes involved property damage
only).

The number of vehicle-deer col-
lisions in Tuscola County last year
totaled 864, more than in each of
the past three years, but 10 fewer
than in 2013, when the county re-
ported 874 vehicle-deer crashes.
However, 2017 marked the first
fatal vehicle-deer collision in at
least five years.
The number of crashes involving

deer in 2016, 2015 and 2014 were
806, 825 and 763, respectively.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Just divide...
and conquer

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
Former longtime Elkland Town-

ship Clerk Norma Wallace of Cass
City was recently honored during
the Huron County-Tuscola
County Lincoln Day Dinner, held
at the Thumb Octagon Barn near
Gagetown. Tuscola County Re-
publican Chairman Mike Slocum
presented Wallace with an award
in recognition of her service to the
Tuscola County Republican Party
and the Thumb TEA Party.

Congrats Kyle Reif, Cass City
Class of 2007. Kyle qualified for
next year’s Boston Marathon over
the weekend with an impressive
performance in northern Michi-
gan. Reif competed in the
Charlevoix Marathon Saturday –
a qualifying race for the Boston
Marathon – and finished in 12th
place with a time of 3:03:53. The
qualifying time for the Boston
Marathon is 3 hours and 5 min-
utes. Chronicle readers may recall,
Kyle ran 4 years of high school
cross country under Coach Amy
Cuthrell before heading to Spring
Arbor University, where he was a
member of the cross country and
track teams for the next 4 years.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Kyle Ruggles, Justin Ruggles
and Chelsea Ruggles, all of
Kingston, will exhibit Angus cat-
tle at the 2008 National Junior
Angus Show at the Iowa State
Fairgrounds, Des Moines, Iowa,
July 13-19. All 3 area residents are
junior members of the American
Angus Association, headquartered
in Saint Joseph, Mo. They are
among 755 young Angus breeders
who have entered a total of 1,595
head in the show. The National
Junior Angus Show is the largest
single-breed registered beef cattle
show in the world. This year’s
event will include a beef cookoff,
team sales competition, public
speaking, photography, graphic
design, writing and poster contests
in addition to the traditional cattle
show.

Leah L. Schuman of Ubly was
recently named to the dean’s list at
Northern Michigan University,
Marquette, for the winter 2008 se-
mester.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Ted Peasley recently graduated
from Davenport College, Lansing,
with a bachelor’s degree in gen-
eral business with minors in com-
munications and social studies. It
was the second degree received
this spring by the 1989 Cass City
High School graduate, who in
May graduated from Great Lakes
Christian College, also in Lansing.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in
religious education with a minor
in business. 

Kirt Merchant has successfully
completed the technical training
program in lawn care/athletic field
management at Michigan State
University, East Lansing. A 1991
Cass City High School graduate,
Merchant recently graduated with
honors and is now employed with
Trugreen -Chemlawn, Rochester
Hills.

Deanna C. Merchant, Cass City,
recently received a Bachelor of
Business Administration degree
from Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity’s College of Business and
Management. She is a 1988 Cass
City High School graduate. 
The 1993 Cass City Village Pool

staff is composed of Jennifer Fru-
endt, Dan Sherman, Greta Coston,
Heather Kelly, Andrea Cooper,
Scott King, Scott DeRoche, Bobbi
Fischer and Ben Hobbs.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Kritzman of
Millersburg, Ind., Rev. and Mrs.
Bill Dornbush of Lansing and Mr.
and Mrs. A.J. Murray of
Williamston were here over the
week end to attend on Saturday
afternoon, the open house for Jef-
frey, son of Mr. and Mrs. David
Loomis, a member of the recent
high school graduating class. The
gathering was held poolside at the
Donald Loomis farm home.
Crystal Adkins, daughter of Vern

and Rosemary Gallaway of Cass
City, has been named to the dean’s
list at Michigan State University
for the 1982-83 academic year.
Mrs. Adkins, who studies at

Ever feel so overwhelmed with a list of tasks, no matter how menial,
that you ended up just sitting down and accomplishing nothing?
I’m sure the experts have assigned a name to this sort of mental paral-
ysis, but I couldn’t say for sure.  What I am certain of is that just about
every time I sit down to write a column – because I have to, not because
I’m ready to – it’s like pulling teeth; the ideas don’t flow and it feels
like I’ll never get it finished.

My mind wanders all over the place, from the stories I need to wrap
up and the photos still not taken for the front page, to whether or not to
put the effort into cutting two acres of grass when only an eighth of that
is really green thanks to days of dry weather, to figuring out what I want
to prepare for dinner (I’m chief cook and bottle washer at home).

Tons of things to keep me occupied and then some, but I just can’t
seem to get busy on any of them.

It doesn’t help that my stellar multi-tasking skills are at war with my
OCD tendencies, but that’s an entirely different column (which I hope
I never get around to writing).

Anyway, I’ve felt this way before, and it always shut me down pro-
ductivity-wise, especially when it comes to writing.  Which makes just
about every little stress seem much worse than it really is, because each
one is a reminder of all that I need to get done but hadn’t yet.  It’s a
pretty vicious circle, you know?

It’s the sort of frustration that used to make it easy to pick up a drink
– and, of course, that always made me much more productive and cre-
ative.  Not.

These days I make a more concerted effort to break free of this syn-
drome by doing the same thing that helped me stay on the straight and
narrow back when I was really struggling to hang onto my sobriety: I
simply pick a task – any task, but typically a small one – and just get it
done. Period.

Okay, so it isn’t rocket science.  But it does lighten the “list of things
to do”, gives me a sense of accomplishment and encourages me to move
on to the next job at hand.  You might also be surprised at how the stress
level starts to fade.
Bottom line?  It’s a simple matter of learning to divide and conquer.
The problem is what Aaron Lynn describes as “analysis paralysis” in

an article posted on the website asianefficiency.com.
“No matter how many anti-procrastination tips and tricks you know,

or how much mental discipline or self-control you have,” Lynn says,
“when you’re faced with too many projects and tasks…it’s hard to tell
what’s important, and what you’re supposed to be working on next.”

Lynn says reducing the number of tasks – say to three at a time – is
the key, because when you have only a few things to focus on, you
pretty much know if you’re being productive (by doing it) or making
excuses (by not).  And, once you’ve accomplished those three, go to
three more.
His other suggestions include avoiding multitasking (okay, so that one

will never work for me), wrap up all your small tasks first, and change
your work environment.
Sound advice and worth considering.  And I will, just as soon as I can

get past these other 19 things on my plate.

ton, Justice of Peace, officiated at
a double wedding Saturday, June
15, at two o’clock In her home
when twin sisters were the brides.
Miss Denise Michels of Cass City
became the bride of William
Knowlton of Weberville and Miss
Veronica Michels was married to
William Thompson of Detroit.
Present at the ceremony were the
parents of the brides and the
mother of Mr. Knowlton.

Dick Drews received the presi-
dent’s gavel from Tom Proctor,
who completed his year as the
head of the Cass City club Tues-
day. Drews presented Proctor with
a past president’s pin. Other offi-
cers of the club are: Lambert Al-
thaver, vice president, Ken
Eisinger, secretary and Arthur
Atwell, acting treasurer. Proctor
reviewed the year for Rotary
members at the meeting at the
New Gordon Hotel and Drews
outlined his aims for the club for
the new year.
An area student, Miss Ruth Ann

Johnson, has been named to the
Dean’s List for outstanding aca-
demic achievement at Bethel Col-
lege. Miss Johnson was among
the students honored for maintain-
ing at least a 3.2 grade point aver-
age during the second semester of
the academic year. This is equiva-
lent to a B plus average. Miss
Johnson, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred II. Johnson, Cass City,
is a sophomore at Bethel. Bethel
College is a Christian liberal arts
college founded in 1947 by the
United Missionary Church.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Staff Sgt. Kenneth Nowland,
with the U.S. Army Corps at
Davis Monthan Field, Tuscon,
Arizona, came last Thursday to
spend several days with relatives
and friends here.

Tech. Sgt. Horace Pinney, who
entered the service on June 12 two
years ago, is spending a ten-day
furlough with his mother, Mrs.
Edward Pinney, and friends in
Cass City. He is located at In-
diantown Gap Military Reserva-
tion, Pennsylvania.
A simple but pretty wedding was

solemnized at eight o’clock Fri-
day evening, June 18, at East min-
ster Presbyterian, Church in
Detroit when Miss Wilma Jean
Galley, daughter of Mrs. Earl Jay
Galley of Detroit, became the
bride of Lt. John D. Wright, son of
the Rev. and Mrs. John A. Wright
of Scotia, N. Y.
A quiet wedding took place at the

Baptist parsonage in Cass City
Saturday afternoon, June 12,
when Miss Shirley McComb,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Philip
McComb, became the bride of
Justus Ashmore, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Wm. Ashmore of Grant. The
ceremony was performed by Rev.
Frank B. Smith. They were at-
tended by Mrs. Lula Kozan, sister
of the groom, and Donald Mc-
Comb, brother of the bride.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Duane
Wood June 17 at Pleasant Home
Hospital a seven pound baby girl.
The name is Lola Blanche. Mrs.
Alfred Rocheleau is caring for her
daughter and grandchild at her
home
Mrs. Edward Pinney entertained

on Sunday Mr. and Mrs. E. Grant
Pinney, son, Darien, of Lenox, Dr.
and Mrs. L. C. Pinney, children,
Dick and Jerilyn, of Saginaw, Mr.
and Mrs. Frederick Pinney,
daughter, Annette, Tech. Sgt. Ho-
race Pinney of Indiantown Gap,
Pa., and Miss Betty Pinney.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture urges hunters not to shoot pi-
geons in air, for they may be
homing pigeons being trained in
many sections by the Signal Corps
of the United States Army, to
carry messages across battlefields.
Farmers and other breeders who
allow their birds a few hours of
liberty each day are liable to loss
from shooting.

Dr. L. E. Aldrich of Camp Custer
whose wife was formerly Miss
Ora McKim of Cass City, became
a captain on June 21 and has been
assigned to the 337th Infantry. He
is in charge of the dental outfit of
that regiment and as such will go
overseas.

James-Madison College within
the university, has maintained an
average above the required 3.5
necessary to make the list.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Rumptz
returned home from a five-day
bus trip to Nashville with Parrott
Tours where they attended “The
All Star Country Music Fan Fair
and Grand Ole Opry” at Opryland.

Navy Fireman Apprentice Eu-
gene K. Kady, son of Eugene K.
Kady of Gagetown, has reported
for duty aboard the tank landing
ship USS La Moure, homeported
in Norfolk, Va.
Mary Jo Lockwood of Cass City

has been named to the dean’s list
for the spring semester at Spring
Arbor College near Jackson. She
received all A’s. Spring Arbor is a
private, four-year Christian liberal
arts college.

Francis Withey, Howard Kelley
and Pat Rabideau have attended
the Indianapolis 500 a total of 41
years. Going each year is some-
thing special. “Really, I don’t
think we’d care if we watched the
race or not,” Rabideau said.
Withey joked they only watch the
race because some persons always
ask them afterwards who won. “I
think the idea behind our group is
comradery, like (going) deer hunt-
ing,” he explained seriously.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Stilson had
their family home with them for
Father’s Day and a chicken barbe-
cue. Present were Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer Parrish Jr. and children,
Jamie and Kristie, of Gagetown,
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Stilson of
Caro, Mary Stilson from Delta
College, Jerri, who is at home, and
a friend of Jerri, Bob Kitchen of
Caro.
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Joos were

supper guests Thursday of her sis-
ter and husband, M.S.G. Gerald
Decker and daughter Jennifer in
Bay City. In the evening they at-
tended the second annual Miss
Holly’s Follies, presenting Holly
Bills dance and gymnastics acad-
emy students. Jennifer partici-
pated in the program, “Promenade
With Nature”.

Mrs. Roy Tuckey and children,
Carolyn and Paul, Mrs. Robert
Tuckey and children, Christine
and Steven, Mrs. Margo Isard and
children, Matthew and Andrea and
Mrs. Donald Tuckey and children,
Elizabeth and Nances, of Franken-
muth and Mrs. William Tuckey
and children, Michael and Lisa, of
Caro spent the week end at Sea
World at Cleveland, Ohio.

Kay Ellen Sullivan graduated
April 30 from Purdue University
in West Lafayette, Ind., with an
associate degree in nursing. She is
a 1974 graduate of Cass City High
School. Her mother, Ilene
Kendall, lives at 4580 Hill Street.
Mrs. Sullivan and her husband,
Joseph, live in Cedar Lake, Ind.
She is employed at the Methodist
Hospital in Merrilville, Ind., and
in July will be taking her state ex-
aminations to be certified as a reg-
istered nurse.
Interlochen Arts Academy in In-

terlochen, has announced the ac-
ceptance of Teresa Jean Scollon,
4849 Seeger Street, Cass City, as
a student for the 1978-79 aca-
demic year. She has been attend-
ing Cass City High School. She
will pursue special studies in
music (piano, with flute as a
minor). Teresa is the daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Scollon,
Cass City.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Toner and
children, Mrs. Edith Toner, Miss
Gladys Toner and Mr. and Mrs.
Dean Toner and children were in
Detroit Sunday, June 16, at the
William Toner home to attend
open house for Gail, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. William Toner, who
was being graduated from high
school.

Miss Carol Ann Seeley whose
marriage to William Ehrlich, U. S.
Navy, will take place July 6, was
guest of honor at a miscellaneous
shower June 10 in the home of
Mrs. Hollis Seeley. Co-hostesses
were Mrs. Charles Seeley of
Grand Blanc and the Misses Sher-
ryl and Janise Seeley. Thirty-six
relatives and friends attended.

The Honorable Lucille R. Wot-
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Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

School budget holding the line 

Residents air concerns

regarding pot business

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ELKLAND TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

COUNTY OF TUSCOLA, MICHIGAN 
 

TUESDAY, July 17, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 
 

AT TOWNSHIP HALL 

6691 Church St., Cass City, MI 
 

The Elkland Township Planning Commission will hold a meeting on Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 

7:00 P.M., at the Township Hall, 6691 Church St., Cass City, MI.  

 

At this meeting, the Planning Commission will consider and hold a public hearing on proposed 
amendments to th

wind energy conversion systems in the Township.  The proposed amendments would, among 

other things, update terminology associated with wind turbines and wind energy conversion 

systems and amend the site plan requirements for wind energy conversion systems.     

 

The Planning Commission is receiving written comments concerning the proposed amendments.  

Comments must be received by the Township prior to the start of the public hearing. A complete 

copy of the proposed amendments is available at the Township Hall and the Rawson Memorial 

regular 

business hours.   

 

This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act and published in compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 

110. 

       Edward LaBelle 

       Township of Elkland Clerk 

 

 

Individuals with disabilities 

requiring auxiliary aids or services 

who are planning to attend the 

meeting should notify the Clerk, 

Edward LaBelle, at (989) 872-3786 

within a reasonable time in advance 

of the meeting. 

84848:00001:3712446-1 
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“Once they move, we will look at patient flow, and who can be moved
off-site opens up square footage for more services to be offered within
the hospital. It is easier for the patients if they can get numerous services
done while in one building, compared to getting in their car and going
to another building,” she added.

“The college building is set for classrooms, including one end of the
building that can open up and seat probably more than 80 people. We
can offer certification classes for nurses – both our own and other or-
ganizations – and other educational courses as needed,” Anthony said.

“We are thrilled that this valuable asset will continue to benefit the
community through Hills and Dales General Hospital,” commented
Baker College of Flint President Wen Hemingway. “That the facility
will continue to house training among other operations is an added
plus.”

“With Phase One of our renovation and expansion project coming to
completion, this comes at an opportune time to get everyone settled into
their new spaces,” Anthony said. “We hope to start utilizing the Baker
College building very soon.”

Continued from page one.

Hospital accepts Baker donation

to a number of unforeseen circum-
stances.

On the revenue said, the district
received $7,500 donations from
the Pinney Foundation and the
band boosters for new drums, an-
other $9,250 came in the form of
ag science grants, and $16,000 in
delinquent taxes were paid. There
were also insurance reimburse-
ments for a damaged truck, a bus
garage door and an awning at the
daycare.

On the expenditure side, Zimba
added, school officials purchased
bleacher boards, dead bolts for all
classroom doors, new wall panels
for the elementary school gym
and outdoor LED lights, and the
district sustained higher utility and
fuel bills.

Looking ahead at 2018-19,
Zimba told the board she again
followed the conservative projec-
tion of a continued downward
trend in student numbers, which
has averaged about 25 kids annu-
ally over the past several years.
The good news, she added, is the
state has come through with an
additional payment of $240 per
student for the coming year, so
even if Cass City does lose 25
more kids, the financial impact
should not be significant.
Last fall, school Supt. Jeff Hartel

reported the loss of only a couple
students, but he pointed out it was
the first time in a decade that the
district hadn’t lost 25 of 30 stu-
dents.

Enrollment plays a key role in
school funding from the state,
which makes up schools’ largest
funding source. State officials
“blend” student counts conducted
twice a year by districts; once in
February and again the following
fall.  The state’s blending formula
places the greatest emphasis on
the fall count, which is worth 90
percent of the total.

The blended enrollment number
is multiplied by schools’ founda-
tion allowances to determine how
much revenue they will receive
for the year.  Cass City, for exam-
ple, is slated to receive $7,841 per
student for the 2018-19 school
year.

Over the past 15 years or so,
Cass City officials have watched
local student numbers fall by hun-
dreds of youngsters – losing an

that I am not altogether opposed to the legitimate use of medical mari-
juana. I personally believe that there are many medicinal properties in
marijuana that could and should be developed and made available,”
Perry told trustees and a small crowd gathered at the village municipal
building.

However, Perry added, “Cass City does not need the pot industry to
stay afloat and even to prosper again. We can do better than this and I
urge the council members and this community to take the high road, to
look beyond the immediate – to consider what a Pandora’s box we will
be opening.”
Perry indicated he’s concerned about the expense of drafting an ordi-

nance to allow the proposal to move forward, as well as potential legal
ramifications for the village.

Perry ended his 5-minute allotted time slot by asking if the proposal
on the table is the only licensed grow operation that will be allowed,
and would this promote other types of marijuana-related businesses to
want to set up shop elsewhere in town?

Vollmar pointed out that the new business would not be a point-of-
sale operation and would involve marijuana used strictly for medical
purposes.
“We will not market (our product) and no one will come into town to

buy it,” he said, noting the final product would be directly transferred
to a provisioning center by a secured independent license transporter.

Despite around-the-clock security, Dunn expressed concern about
safety.

“I am concerned that this endeavor will end up costing the village
money. We will certainly have to increase our village police force to
have more coverage, especially at night when I think we currently have
one officer on duty. How will we pay for this? Will are taxes have to be
raised?” Dunn asked.

“I understand wanting to keep jobs in town, but this is not in the best
interests of the community and the people residing here. I think a gro-
cery store would be more of a priority and helpful at this time.”

Perry and Dunn both feel more information is needed to make an in-
formed decision on the matter.
Vollmar and Ploss are hoping to provide the community with just that

during a public information meeting scheduled for this week.
Residents are encouraged to attend and express their opinions during

the open forum, scheduled for Tuesday, June 26, starting at 7 p.m. at
the Cass City VFW Hall on Weaver Street, just north of Main Street.

average of 3.7 percent of the dis-
trict’s student population annually
since the 2005-06 school year,
when the district boasted 1,500
students.  In 2001-02, Cass City
had more than 1,600 kids en-
rolled.

Enrollment isn’t the only “un-
known” factor in the new budget.
Zimba pointed out school and
union representatives are currently
negotiating a new teacher’s con-
tract.
A raise of one percent was incor-

porated into the 2018-19 spending
plan for the district’s administra-
tion and non-certified teaching
staff.
Aside from the past and new gen-

eral fund budgets, the board ac-
cepted the district’s revised
2017-18 and proposed food serv-
ice budgets. The current budget
revealed a loss of $11,500 this
year, but that figure is expected to
rebound in 2018-19, with esti-
mated revenues of $541,600 and
expenditures of $538,600, leaving
an anticipated surplus of $3,000
and an end-of-the-year fund bal-
ance of about $106,300.
Zimba explained this year’s food

service deficit was due largely to
the retirement of two or three em-
ployees and the subsequent pay-
out of sick day liabilities, and
revenue losses stemming from
nine snow days.

One change approved for the
coming school year will be elimi-
nation of free breakfasts for all
students, a plan that was imple-
mented in hopes of drawing more
students who qualify for free and

reduced meals. The desired out-
come didn’t materialize, accord-
ing to Zimba, who noted free
breakfasts will continue to be of-
fered to students who qualify for
free and reduced meals.  

In a related financial matter, the
board approved a routine motion
requesting bids for a state aid
funding loan — $1 million this
year. School officials use the
money to maintain cash flow until
state aid payments resume in the
fall.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

In other business during the reg-
ular monthly meeting, the board:
*Added an additional one year to

the revolving two-year contracts
of administrators Chad Daniels,
Aaron Fernald and Don Markel
following a brief executive ses-
sion to discuss the principals’ per-
formance evaluations. Hartel said
all three administrators were rated
as being effective.

*Accepted the resignation of
food service employee Sharon
Delong.

*Noted district residents inter-
ested in running for a seat on the
board of education must file the
necessary paperwork by Tuesday,
July 24. Current board members’
whose four-year terms are expir-
ing are President Alice Zaleski,
Treasurer Dave Osentoski and
Trustee Stacey Bliss.

*Approved a routine resolution
renewing Cass City’s membership
in the Michigan High School Ath-
letic Association (MHSAA).

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Dr. Robert
Van Howe

MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT

TODAY!
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Pediatrics in 
Cass City and  

Millwood 
Street 

Primary Care
in Caro.
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As part of his renewed spiritual
awakening, he started out helping
more in church and eventually
was asked if he ever thought about
becoming a priest.

“When I was asked that, my re-
action was like. ‘no.’ All I ever
thought about was being a teacher,
but then when I went to a Francis-
cans University Conference for
young Catholics, I saw a bunch of
young priests there,” he said.
“That was when I thought I could
do this.
“I prayed about it for a while and

felt I was being called to do it. I
felt my relationship with the Lord
growing. I read scriptures and did
a lot of praying.”
In 2012, he decided to attend the

Sacred Heart Major Seminary. He
was there for six years, becoming
an ordained pastor about three
weeks ago.
“This assignment will be my first

parish. I’m super excited and I
know the Lord will give me the
grace to do all that I need to do,”
said Maher. “It’s awesome to be
joining this church family.”

His pastoral duties cover more
than the Our Lady Consolata
Parish in Cass City. Our Lady
Consolata Parish also ministers to
the Holy Family Church in Sebe-
waing, which is an additional-use
church; and St. Agatha Church in
Gagetown, which is an occa-
sional-use church, and to St.
Michael Church in Wilmot, which
is also an occasional use church.

Holy Family, as an additional-
use church, offers weekend
masses, while St. Agatha and St.
Michael, as occasional-use
churches, are utilized only with
the permission of the diocese for
activities such as wedding cere-

CATHOLIC DIOCESE of Saginaw Bishop

Joseph Cistone (RIGHT) presents the newly-or-

dained Rev. Adam Maher. Maher’s first parish

will be Our Lady Consolata Parish in Cass City,

formerly known as St. Pancratius Catholic

Church.

Continued from page one.

Rev. Maher eager to serve new parish 
monies and funerals for current
members, and occasional masses.
As part of the Saginaw Catholic

Diocese’s Planning Tomorrow’s
Parishes restructuring program
that began in 2013, some churches
closed or were combined with
others.
As part of that plan, the names of

some churches were changed.
That’s was when St. Pancratius
became Our Lady Consolata
Parish, and also when Holy Fam-
ily in Sebewaing, St. Agatha in
Gagetown, and St. Michael in
Wilmot merged to form a new
parish under the umbrella of Our
Lady Consolata effective July 1,
2014.

“I will be living in Cass City. I
want to be with the people. I’m a
town boy,” said Maher. “I enjoy
football, hockey and exercising.”

Although Maher is an ordained
priest, his title is “parochial ad-
ministrator.”
“I’m a priest, but the title the dio-

cese gave me is parochial admin-
istrator,” he explained. “I still
have all of the responsibilities of
a pastor, but without the title.

They are doing that now because
I’m so new. In a year or two I’ll
have the title. It is all kind of com-
plicated.”
As part of the transition, the two

priests have met several times to
discuss blessings, challenges,
what has been accomplished, and
what needs to be done.

“To all my parishioners, I say I
have been very blessed to be in
this spiritual community who has
been so spiritually and emotion-
ally supportive. It is my blessing
that I feel I can leave a church
community where I was part of a
family,” said Tabares. “I will keep
them all in my prayers and my
thoughts. I ask them to forgive
whatever needs to be forgiven. I
hope I helped them spiritually and
emotionally.
“I ask they pray for me and with

me. They will always be in my
heart and my thoughts and
friends.”

Tabares will say mass at 5 p.m.
Friday, June 29, in Cass City, and
at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in Sebe-
waing.
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News briefs

Free CPR class on tap July 23
CASS CITY – Hills and Dales General Hospital will host a free Amer-
ican Heart Association Family and Friends CPR class.

This class is intended for anyone who wants to learn CPR, but does
not need a course completion card for a job or other requirements. The
class will be offered Monday, July 23, from 6 to 8 p.m. in Conference
Room One at the hospital.

Participants are asked to register by calling the hospital’s education
department at (989) 912-6365.

Petroglyphs program slated
CASS CITY — A special free program entitled “Community Cultural
Teaching and Feast” will be offered at the Sanilac Petroglyphs Saturday,
July 23, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

There will be two guest speakers, Stacy Tchorzynski and Isaac Mur-
doch, the event is open to the public, and a lunch will be provided.
Guests are asked to bring law chairs and place settings.

The Sanilac Petroglyphs Historic State Park – home of Michigan’s
only known rock carvings attributable to Native American Indians –
consists of 240 acres and is located in Sanilac County’s Greenleaf
Township at 8251 Germania Rd., Cass City.
The historical site is open Wednesdays through Sundays from 10 a.m.

to 5 p.m., May 25 through Sept. 2.

Farmers welcome at event
SANDUSKY – A group of Thumb area farmers will host an “Agri Mens
Gathering 2018” event Saturday, July 14, at the Sanilac County Fair-
grounds in Sandusky. The doors will open with appetizers at 4 p.m. and
the event will end sometime around 7 p.m.
This gathering is being organized to encourage all area men with farms

of all sizes and commodities, as well as agri-businessmen, as it takes
faith to farm in today’s economic environment. The organizers say they
would like to rally local farmers and encourage them, as well as be en-
couraged by what Jesus Christ has done for them.
There will be two guest speakers; Dave Armstrong, president and CEO

of Greenstone Farm Credit Service, and Trey Hancock, missionary and
pastor.
Dinner will be provided. All are welcome. More information is avail-

able by contacting Randy at (989) 670-4079.

Bean queen sought in Huron
BAD AXE — The Huron County Bean Board is looking for young
ladies who are interested in participating in the 2018 Bean Queen Con-
test.
To qualify, entrants must be unmarried, the daughter or granddaughter

of a farmer who has grown dry beans within the past five years, and be-
tween 17 and 25 years of age.
Applications can be picked up at the MSU Extension Office in Huron

County, and the deadline to register is Friday, July 13. Participants will
be interviewed at a special dinner held in their honor Monday, July 23,
with the queen being crowned at the Huron Community Fair Monday,
July 30.

More information is available by contacting Shelly Sowles at (989)
269-9949 (ext. 602).

Garden club planning show 
CARO — the Caro Garden Club is gearing up to host its first flower
show in four years. The free event is slated for Saturday, July 14, from
noon to 4 p.m. at the St. Christopher Parish Center, 910 W. Frank St.,
Caro (corner of Frank and Hooper streets).
Set up time for displays will be Friday, July 13, from 4 to 7 p.m., and

Saturday from 7 to 9 a.m.
To participate, or for more information, contact Linda Mason at (989)

325-1261 or via email at timeflies1213@gmail.com, Sue Nearing at
(989) 823-3607 or via email at bookwoman72@yahoo.com.

THE RENOVATION and expansion project at Hills and Dales General Hos-

pital in Cass City is progressing. Hospital officials say the major facelift is on

schedule for completion by the end of the year.

M-46 work slated to begin
TUSCOLA COUNTY — The Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) will invest $3.9 million to resurface more than five miles of
M-46, from Sheridan Road to M-24 in Tuscola County.

The project is expected to get underway July 9 and be completed in
November. The work will include joint repairs, intersection improve-
ments, drainage and guardrail installation.

FFA offers to help in Ubly
UBLY — During a recent Ubly Village Council meeting, Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA) members Bethany Gornowicz, Cheyenne Por-
zondik and Kylie Ogryski addressed the council, offering to help with
the village planters.

The council accepted FFA’s offer to plant 15 of the village’s cement
planters at a maximum cost of $1,600.

O-G okays loan proposal 
OWENDALE —The Owendale-Gagetown Board of Education re-
viewed finances during a recent monthly meeting and voted to borrow
$136,000 against anticipated state aid money to meet cash flow needs
until state payments resume in the fall.
Because of the difference in budgeting calendars — state’s budget year

starting in October and school districts starting in July — there is a gap
in the summer when there are no state aid payments. To address that,
school districts routinely borrow money for operating expenses and then
repay the loans in the fall when payments resume.

End of year wrapping up
UBLY – The Ubly Board of Education recently accepted “with regret”
the resignation of Sue Weber, who is retiring. The board also hired Bri-
ana Deacons as preschool director. 
In addition, a lay-off notice was given to Valerie Kneffel, and the board

approved participating in the state Schools of Choice program.

Sanilac road work on tap
SANILAC COUNTY — The Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) will be tackling some chip and seal work on M-19 in Sanilac
and St. Clair counties.

The work is scheduled to start July 9 and be completed in early Au-
gust.
The project, which will improve six miles of M-19 at a cost of roughly

$526,000, will require a single-lane closure under flag control.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Local hospital’s expansion and
renovation project on schedule

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A major expansion and renova-
tion project underway at Hills and
Dales General Hospital in Cass
City is on schedule for completion
later this year, according to hospi-
tal officials.

Groundbreaking for the $6 mil-
lion facelift took place in April
2017.

“CIE workers are putting up
metal panels on the front of the
hospital, while Marlette Roofing
does the roof work,” said hospital
President and CEO Jean Anthony.
The project is the latest in a series

of renovations that have taken
place over the years since Hills
and Dales was built in 1960.

The renovation/expansion in-
volves both the first and second
floors of the existing facility, rang-
ing from major upgrades to a
dozen patient rooms to the cre-
ation of space to host both the hos-
pital’s specialty and after-hours
clinics, now housed in office

buildings located across from the
hospital.

The renovated patient rooms on
the inpatient (second) floor will
transform them into private rooms
each with a bathroom and shower.
Hospital officials say the renova-

tions will allow Hills and Dales to
offer patients brand new, larger
rooms with private bathrooms and
showers.  It will also incorporate
a family area into the rooms so
that visitors feel welcome and
have the space to stay overnight if
they desire.
A change in the layout of the in-

patient floor, meanwhile, will in-
clude updates to the physical
therapy area, as well as the nurse’s
station, activities room, offices,
and storage for the second floor.
A 25-foot expansion to the front

of the hospital will become clinic
space for two of Hills and Dales’
physicians, as well as the hospi-
tal’s specialty physician clinic and
after-hours clinic.  These clinics
will be directly accessible from
the main entrance of the hospital.

The renovated registration area,

meanwhile, will centralize the
hospital’s emergency room and
outpatient registration areas,
which will be manned 24 hours a
day. The area has been designed to
provide a more private registration
process for the patient and also en-
sures someone is always available
to greet and direct patients and
visitors, according to hospital of-
ficials.
The plans also call for a new gift

shop for the Hills and Dales Gen-
eral Hospital Auxiliary; an expan-
sion to the existing cafeteria on
the lower level, providing more
dining options, additional seating
capacity and a friendlier environ-
ment for patients and visitors; and
a new main entrance canopy and
lobby area for the hospital, which
will allow for more protection
from the elements of the weather,
as well as an inviting seating area
in the lobby for patients and visi-
tors.

“The project is about 60 percent
done and on schedule to be com-
pleted at the end of the year,” said
Anthony.
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WORKERS FROM LJ Construction were recently

in Kingston to install a fence in preparation for

when a portion of Kingston Elementary School will

be razed.

ALTHOUGH part of Kingston Elementary School

will be razed, officials hope to be able to save the

keystone with the school’s name engraved on it.

A SECTION of the school that was built in 1930 will

be demolished, but the plan is to try to save the cor-

nerstone, which might have a time capsule buried

behind it.

Kingston officials trying to save bit
of history during construction work

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The demolition of part of
Kingston Elementary School –
scheduled to get underway early
last week – has been postponed.
However, when the work begins,

school officials are hoping to save
the keystone above an entrance
that reads “Kingston School”, as
well as the cornerstone that has
the construction date.

“The section that says Kingston
School is not a load-bearing wall,
so we hope to save that and relo-
cate it,” said Kingston Schools
Supt. Matt Drake. “I’ve heard
from some of the area historians
there might be a time capsule
(place) behind the cornerstone.

Putting in a time capsule was a
tradition back then when a build-
ing was completed, from what I
understand.”

Saving those two key pieces of
history may prove to be a chal-
lenge.

“The company that is doing the
work is used to doing demolition,
and besides trying to save those
stones, taking down just three
walls inside of four could be
rather difficult,” Drake noted. 

The section of the school that
will come down was built in 1930.
The cost of razing part of that
structure is estimated at $306,373.
That is only part of the work that

will be done at the school this
summer. Some of the other proj-
ects planned include replacing the

50-year old gym floor in the high
school, replacing the bleachers,
installing new LED lights, parking
lot work, installation of new boil-
ers, and refinishing the elementary
gym floor.
Funds for the work come from a

$4.8 million bond extension vot-
ers approved in November 2017.
The bonds will also pay for tech-

nology upgrades, new security
systems at Kingston Junior-Senior
High School and Kingston Ele-
mentary School, new bleachers at
the school football field, and new
boilers at the junior-senior high
school.

Kyle B. Walsh, MD, MS, a 2003
graduate of Ubly High School, re-
cently completed postgraduate
fellowship medical training at the
University of Cincinnati.
Walsh graduated with a Bachelor

of Science in Human Biology De-
gree in 2007 and a Doctor of Med-
icine Degree in 2011, both from
Michigan State University.  He
then completed a four-year emer-
gency medicine residency training
program at the University of
Cincinnati, graduating in 2015,
and became Board Certified by
the American Board of Emer-
gency Medicine in 2016.

Following residency, Walsh
began a three-year fellowship
training program in neurocritical
care, stroke and research, also at
the University of Cincinnati.

In 2017, he graduated with a
Master of Science in Clinical and
Translational Research Degree
from the University of Cincinnati.
His fellowship research training
was supported by a T32 grant
from the National Institutes of
Health (NIH).

Walsh has been an investigator
for a number of research studies in
the field of stroke, including those
sponsored by the NIH, industry
and local institutions. He has pub-
lished many research articles in
peer-reviewed journals, with top-
ics including protein and lipid
stroke biomarkers, neuroinflam-
mation following intracerebral
hemorrhage, and stroke epidemi-
ology.

Following graduation from his
fellowship in June 2018, Walsh
accepted a faculty position at the
University of Cincinnati as an at-
tending emergency medicine
physician, neurointensivist, a
member of the institutional stroke
team, and an assistant professor of
emergency medicine.
Walsh is the son of Roderick and

Marilyn Walsh of Ubly and the
grandson of the late Leo and Rita
Walsh, and Dolan and Beatrice
Sweeney, all of Ubly. He resides
in Villa Hills, Ky., with his wife,
Katie, and son, Luke.

Dr. Walsh
completes
training in
Cincinnati

Dr. Kyle Walsh, MD
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