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A HOST OF area businesses are once again sponsoring Cass City’s pop-

ular Music in Rotary Park concert series this summer. The series is slated

to get underway Friday, June 29, with a concert by Tom & Jerry featur-

ing local duo Jerry Lamoureux (above left) and Tom Guinther. See story,

page 8.

CASS CITY Village Trustee Tom Herron (far right) makes a point during a

discussion involving repairs at the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool during a parks

and recreation committee meeting Friday morning. Also pictured above are

village Manager Debbie Powell and Trustee Rob Piaskowski.

Village to re-open
pool, raise cash in
effort to start over

No free lunch? Wrong!
Local school officials gearing up for 10th year of

serving free summer meals in Cass City and Caro

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Unlike the students she feeds
throughout the school year in the
Cass City Public Schools, Shari
Bock doesn’t get to enjoy much of
a summer vacation.

After coordinating the prepara-
tion of thousands of meals for kids
from fall through spring and early
summer, Bock gets only a short
break before starting all over
again with the district’s popular
summer meal program.  

Bock, food service director for
the Cass City District, has been
coordinating the preparation of
free meals for Thumb area young-
sters during the summer months
over the past several years.  And
she’s gearing up to get started all
over again this month.

It’s no secret this time of year is
exciting for area children waiting
for the last bell of the school year.
Summer vacation marks the be-
ginning of activities such as play
dates with friends, time on the ball
field, a week at camp, or a family

vacation.  But for many children
who receive free and reduced-
price meals at school, summer can
mean hunger.

“Just as learning does not end
when school lets out, neither does
a child’s need for good nutrition,”
said Bock, who along with her
staffers and a crew of volunteers
provide free meals to kids during
the summer as part of the USDA
Summer Food Service Program.
For the 10th year, local school of-
ficials are sponsoring the feder-

Please turn to page 16.

U.S. News lists

Cass City High

in ‘18 rankings

by Tom Montgomery
Editor  

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School has again earned national
recognition as a top-performing
school.
U.S. News and World Report re-

cently released its 2018 edition of
Best High Schools, and for the
second consecutive year, Cass
City was listed as a bronze medal
school district.

The rankings evaluated more
than 20,500 public high schools
nationwide to identify schools that
best serve all of their students –
including historically underserved
populations – and assess the de-
gree to which students are pre-
pared for college-level
coursework.
Top-performing high schools re-

ceive gold, silver and bronze
medal recognition from U.S.
News, with gold medals indicat-
ing the greatest level of college
readiness.

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School was ranked 120th among
Michigan schools, based in part
on test scores that have consis-
tently topped state averages, the
opportunities local students have
to take advanced placement (AP)

Please turn to page 8. Please turn to page 7.

Farmers market to open
this month downtown

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

While an experimental indoor-outdoor farm market won’t be returning
to Cass City this summer, lovers of fresh vegetables may be in luck all
the same.
“We are going to give it a try,” area resident Carolyn Sorenson said of

plans to pursue an informal farmers market with the backing of Thumb

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Village officials expect to complete temporary repairs that
will enable them to re-open the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool in time
for the start of swimming lessons June 18.
But the long-term prognosis for the pool isn’t promising.
That’s according to village Manager Debbie Powell, who updated the

Cass City Parks and Recreation Committee during a meeting Friday
morning.

“We’re looking at getting repairs done this week,” said Powell, who
ordered the pool closed a week earlier after swimmers complained of
minor injuries to their feet.

“After opening the pool, staff and lifeguards received complaints of
scrapes and cuts to the feet of swimmers,” Powell explained in a news
release. “The pool was checked for foreign objects, cleaned and care-
fully inspected. There have been subsequent complaints, which makes
it necessary to close the pool for cleaning and repairs.”
Powell said Friday that workers drained and inspected the pool again,

and they believe the problems could be related to one or more issues
stemming from the age of the facility.

Black “grip strips” on the stairs are deteriorating, she noted, and the
pool liner is bunching up along the seams in some places. In addition,
she said, the glaze on the tiles around the pool is flaking off, releasing
tiny but sharp particles that could be getting into the water, where it
would be circulated by the pumps.

“We consulted with Bluewater Pools and Spas out of Bad Axe, and
what we’ve decided to do, as a plan of action, is to address the stairs,”
Powell continued, adding workers will also use some patching material
as well as power wash the tiles, vacuum out the gutter system and seal
the tiles with a heavy pool paint.

Unfortunately, the facility has additional maintenance needs that will

Battel awarded

$5,000 grant to

support ‘meating

the need’ project

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Addy Battel wasn’t old enough
to drive, but that didn’t stop the
Cass City area teen from joining
forces with friends to fight hunger
in her community.

Battel’s efforts — focused on
providing
q u a l i t y
protein to
those in
n e e d
t h r o u g h
farming –
caught the
attention
of offi-
cials at
S o d e x o ,
w h o
awarded
Battel the Stephen J. Brady Stop
Hunger Scholarship, which in-
cludes a $5,000 grant and a
$5,000 scholarship.

The Stephen J. Brady Stop
Hunger Scholarship program rec-
ognizes student innovation and
youth-led solutions to fight hunger
in America by creating awareness
and mobilizing peers in their com-

Addy Battel
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Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in Cass City will host its
next monthly Senior Citizen
Movies Friday, June 15, starting at
1:30 p.m. 
Films slated to be shown are:
*”Naledi: One Little Elephant” –

Born inside an elephant sanctuary
in the wilderness of Botswana,
Naledi the baby elephant loses her
mother and faces the world alone.
It is now up to a team of guardians
to help save her life, urge her to
survive, and help find her place in
the herd. Join Nature on a heart-
warming journey from tragedy to
triumph (55 minutes).
*”Berlin: Resilient, Reunited and

Reborn” – A tumultuous 20th cen-
tury left Berlin filled with power-
ful sights, from evocative
memorials, to surviving bits of its
communist and fascist days, to its
glass-domed Reichstag. Enjoy its
now-trendy east side, its people-
friendly riverfront, and its vibrant
social scene. Reunited Berlin, per-
haps the fastest changing and
most happening city in Europe, is
entertaining more visitors than
ever (30 minutes).

Cass City teen in running
for Michigan Sugar Queen

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The 54th annual Michigan Sugar
Festival runs Thursday through
Sunday in Sebewaing.

The highlight of the event is the
crowning of the sugar queen at 7
p.m. Friday. Fourteen women are
vying to be ambassadors for
Michigan Sugar Company, includ-
ing Sayge Cuthrell, 19, of Cass
City.

Cuthrell is a senior at Cass City
High School and plans to study
nursing at Ferris State University.
She is the daughter of Scott and
Amy Cuthrell.

In addition, there will be a
crowning of teen queen and junior
teen queen, and prince and
princess.

The festival has always been a
family-friendly event, and this
year’s celebration will be even
more so. The usual beer tent with
its music venue has been trans-
formed into more of an entertain-
ment tent featuring a variety of
activities.
There will be wine available dur-

ing the Lushes and Brushes (Paint
Party) and beer available during
the corn hole tournament and
events like that, but there won’t be

bands like there used to be,” said
festival Chairman Melvin Kuhl.
“The tent is now referred to as
‘under the beet top.”
The paint party will be Thursday

at 7 p.m. Wines from Dizzy Daisy
Winery will be served during the
event, with the first glass free. All
materials are supplied. The ad-
vance fee is $35, or $40 at the
door.
The corn-hole tournament is Sat-

urday at 4 p.m. The entry fee is
$30 and it’s limited to the first 35
teams. Participants must be over
21 to participate.
Registration sheets for those two

events are available at the Sebe-
waing Light and Water Depart-
ment or can be printed from
https://www.sebewaingchamber.c
o m / i n d e x . p h p / s u g a r -
festival/sugar-festival-forms.
A new event is the Tri-City Bub-

ble Fun, Saturday from one to 6
p.m.

“They are big plastic bubbles
where a person’s head and feet
stick out and the body is inside the
bubble,” explained Kuhl. “You
can play soccer in them or just
bump into each other… kind of
like sumo wrestling.”

The Skerbeck Family Carnival
will provide the midway rides for

$1 per ticket or $18 for a day arm-
band ($15 in advance at area busi-
nesses).
Other events slated for Friday in-

clude a petting zoo, bark party
events for dogs at 10 a.m., and a
children’s parade at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a candy drop. The
evening tops off with a youth
“foam string party” with a DJ in
the tent from 8 p.m. to midnight.

Saturday will include a chicken
barbecue starting at 10 a.m., a
grand parade 10:30 a.m., and fire-
works at dusk. Sunday’s slate of
activities includes a kiddie pedal-
tractor pull 1 p.m. and a motorcy-
cle show from 1 to 4 p.m.

Senior Movies
on tap Friday

The Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) recently issued
$500,000 in grants to 25 local
health departments to help combat
Michigan’s hepatitis A outbreak.

The health departments, includ-
ing those in Tuscola and Huron
counties, were issued $20,000
each to increase vaccination out-
reach to high-risk populations.

Individuals with a history of in-
jection and non-injection drug
use, homelessness or transient
housing, incarceration, and men
who have sex with men are
thought to be at greater risk of
contracting the disease.

“This has been the largest per-
son-to-person hepatitis A outbreak
in Michigan’s history, with more
than 780 cases,” said Dr. Eden
Wells, MDHHS chief medical ex-
ecutive. “Increasing vaccination
outreach to high-risk populations
across the state is essential to stop-
ping the spread of hepatitis A in
Michigan.”

Hepatitis A is a serious, highly
contagious liver disease caused by
the hepatitis A virus (HAV). HAV
is found in the feces of people
with hepatitis A and spread by eat-
ing contaminated food or water,
during sex or by living with an in-
fected person.

Hepatitis A symptoms can in-
clude nausea and vomiting, belly
pain, feeling tired, fever, loss of
appetite, yellowing of the skin and
eyes, dark urine, pale-colored
feces and joint pain.

Getting vaccinated, practicing
good hand washing and avoiding
sex with infected partners are
ways to prevent getting infected.
The hepatitis A vaccine is avail-
able at local pharmacies, through
healthcare providers and at local
health departments.
For more information about hep-

atitis A, including a calendar of
vaccination clinics, visit the web-
site Michigan.gov/hepatitisAout-
break.

Grants target
outbreak of 
Hepatitis A
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Remembering Flag Day

power to live one’s own life without threats, fear, or
some sort of retaliation.
AND JUSTICE: The principle or quality of dealing

fairly with others.
FOR ALL: For all, which means, boys and girls, it’s

as much your country as it is mine.
Long live the red, white and blue.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Every once in a while, a kernel of truth can be found
in unusual places.

My parents always watched the Red Skelton show
on the television. As an 18-year-old, I found most of
his program boring and hated sitting through family
time to watch it.
Yet, there is one segment of his program that I still

remember. Red said that one day the Pledge of Alle-
giance might someday be considered a “prayer” and
eliminated from public schools. That created a heated
debate in the family on how that could be. I still re-
member that, and time has shown that could be true.

Gov. Rick Snyder signed bills to ensure youths in
public schools in Michigan have the opportunity to
recite the “Pledge of Allegiance,” and those who
don’t want to participate don’t have to. That directive
went into effect in 2013.
The legislation also called for a U.S. flag to be hung

in each classroom where the pledge would be recited.
The “Pledge of Allegiance of the United States” was

originally composed by Francis Bellamy in 1892 and
formally adopted by Congress as the pledge in 1942.
The pledge has been modified four times since it was
written. The last revision, which has now become the
most controversial one, was done in 1954 to include
the words “under God.”
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States

of America, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”
For most of us, saying the pledge is recited by rote.

However, during Red’s program, he explained the
pledge of allegiance to the flag, which I think is ap-
propriate to use in honor of the upcoming Flag Day
observance, Thursday, June 14.

I: Me, an individual, a committee of one.
PLEDGE: Dedicate all of my worldly goods to give

without self-pity.
ALLEGIANCE: My love and my devotion.
TO THE FLAG: Our standard, Old Glory, a symbol

of freedom. Wherever she waves, there’s respect be-
cause your loyalty has given her a dignity that shouts
freedom is everybody’s job.

UNITED: That means that we have all come to-
gether.

STATES: Individual communities that have united
into states. States are individual communities with
pride and dignity and purpose. They all are divided
with imaginary boundaries yet united to a common
purpose, and that’s love for country.
AND TO THE REPUBLIC: A state in which sover-

eign power is invested in representatives chosen by
the people to govern. And government is the people,
and it’s from the people to the leaders, not from the
leaders to the people.

FOR WHICH IT STANDS, ONE NATION: One
nation, meaning “so blessed by God.”
INDIVISIBLE: Incapable of being divided.
WITH LIBERTY: Which is freedom, the right of

Motorcycle safety
awareness is vital

Motorcycle safety is every motorist’s concern, espe-
cially with the arrival of warm weather.

It’s a campaign promoted every year by a host of
groups and officials, including Michigan Secretary of
State Ruth Johnson, who is encouraging baby boomers
who ride a motorcycle or are thinking about it to take a
returner-rider safety course, even if they rode in their
younger days.
“Riders in their 50s and 60s who are getting back into

motorcycling are strongly encouraged to take one of the
rider education refresher courses we offer,” Johnson
said. “People joke about never forgetting how to ride a
bike, but operating a motorcycle is different. It requires
constant practice to develop the judgment and skills nec-
essary to identify and avoid hazardous situations on the
road.”
Johnson noted that male motorcycle riders aged 50-69

were involved in 34.1 percent of all two-vehicle crashes
involving a motorcycle and 33.6 percent of all single-
vehicle crashes (crashes just involving the motorcyclist).
Female riders aged 40-59 are at the greatest risk of
being involved in either a multiple vehicle or single ve-
hicle crash.

“Our goal is to keep everyone safe on the road,” she
added. “Motorcyclists should take a rider education
safety course, always wear the proper gear and make
sure they have the motorcycle endorsement before they
ride.”

There are roughly 489,000 Michigan residents with a
motorcycle endorsement on their driver’s license. The
endorsement is required to ride legally on public roads.

Johnson noted motorists also have a responsibility to
share the road safely with motorcyclists. She encourages
drivers to:
*Be extra cautious on weekends, when more motorcy-

clists take to the road. 
*Provide motorcyclists adequate room to maneuver.

Follow at least three to four seconds behind them.
*Look carefully for motorcycles, especially at intersec-

tions or when making a left turn, two of the most com-
mon denominators in vehicle-motorcycle crashes.
*Allow extra maneuvering room in areas with potholes,

pavement transitions and railroad crossings. Motorcy-
clists may need to slow down, stop or adjust their lane
position.

*Never try to share a lane with a motorcycle. Motor-
cycles have the same right to lanes as any other vehi-
cle.
*If a motorcycle is nearby, check your mirrors carefully

before changing lanes. Motorcycles may be in your
blind spots or difficult to see because of their smaller
size.
Michigan traffic deaths fell slightly from 2016 to 2017,

but there was an increase in serious injuries.
According to statistics released by the Michigan State

Police and the Office of Highway Safety Planning,
Michigan’s total traffic deaths declined by three percent,
from 1,064 fatalities in 2016 to 1,028 in 2017. Accidents
involving serious injuries were up by eight percent, from
5,634 in 2016 to 6,084 in 2017.

Motorcyclist fatalities decreased from 141 in 2016 to
137 in 2017, down three percent.

That’s a step in the right direction, but Michigan mo-
torists – whether they drive a pickup truck or a Harley
Davidson motorcycle — can do better.
Let’s all do our part to “bring ‘em back alive.”
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It’s an epidemic many people are still afraid to talk
about, and yet the death toll from suicide continues
to rise.

In an effort to encourage anyone thinking about
harming themselves to reach out for help, the Tus-
cola County Sheriff’s Department posted the follow-
ing on its Facebook page Friday:
“Every day in Tuscola County and across the coun-

try, emergency responders deal with suicidal individ-
uals. According to the CDC (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention), suicides have increased in
nearly every state over the past two decades, and half
of the states have seen suicide rates go up more than
30 percent.
“Suicide is a major public health issue, accounting

for nearly 45,000 deaths in 2016 alone. That is why
the CDC decided to take a comprehensive look at
suicides from 1999 to 2016.

“’Suicide in this country really is a problem that is
impacted by so many factors. It’s not just a mental
health concern,” says Deborah Stone, a behavioral
scientist at the CDC and the lead author of the new
study. “There are many different circumstances and
factors that contribute to suicide. And so that’s one
of the things that this study really shows us. It points
to the need for a comprehensive approach to preven-
tion.”
If you know someone that needs help, help is avail-

able through various sources in Tuscola County, in-
cluding: List Psychological Services, (989)
673-5700; Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems
(TBHS) (989) 673-6191; and Thumb Area Psycho-
logical Services, (989) 872-1800. In addition, the
National Suicide Prevention Line is 1-800-273-8255.

**********

Joe Leeson and the Cass City Gavel Club are at it
again.

Leeson, who spearheaded a similar drive for Todd
Toner, reports donations are needed for the Cindy
Opanasenko Memorial Project.
“An account has been made in her behalf at Chem-

ical Bank, 6303 Main Street, Cass City,” says Leeson
noting about $390 has been raised so far and about
$1,000 is needed for a park bench honoring
Opanasenko.
“She was an honorary life guard, we’ll probably put

the bench near the pool,” he said.
Call Leeson at 989-450-2487 with any questions

concerning the Cindy Opanasenko Memorial Proj-
ect.

**********   

Attended the Cass City Booster Club spring sports
award ceremony last week and came away im-
pressed.

Making me take notice was the number of Red
Hawks earning all-conference scholar/athlete recog-
nition, which requires a G.P.A. of 3.0 or above in ad-
dition to earning a varsity letter.

They are, from the boys track team, Jamison
Biskner-Kruse, Zachary Brunke, Sandyn Cuthrell,
Pavel Gordok, Brendan Hamilton, Cameron Kaake,
Drew Markel, Leevy Matthews, Nick McArdle,
Gavin Medere, Jarod Naegele, Krisofer Nika, Alex
Perry, Eric Peters, Jacob Shantz, CarLee Stimpel,
Colby Sutton, Lucas Swiderski, Brandon Wither-
spoon and Collen Wruble.
Named from the girls track team are Tiara Anthony,

Madison Beckrow, Haven Bouverette, Riley
Copeland, Taylor Cumper, Anna-Lena Domer, Brit-
tany Hamilton, Layna Mathewson, Marla Muter,
Mary Muter, Marissa Petiprin Ball, Hailey
Schmotzer, Sierra Spry, Brittany Stilson, Tasha Tage-
son and Tiana Tageson.

Cass City softball team members earning praises
included Sayge Cuthrell, Lauren Dickinson, Kacey
Haire, DeeDee Haley, Brittany Hamilton, Dawson
Klein, Jalene Krol, Baylee Murphy, Bailee Ross,
Konnar Warren and Macey White, while from the
baseball team Kendall Anthes, Zack Beecher, San-
dyn Cuthrell, Luke Stern, Tristan Swiderski, Kenton
Wiseman and Collen Wruble round out the
scholar/athletes from the diamonds.
Red Hawk golfers Kalean Boynton, Garrett Deiter-

ing, Lukas Hayes, Darren Hutchinson, Mariah Mel-
lendorf, Nick Perry, Taryn Pisarek, Joseph Skiles,
and Reed White, along with soccer players Carolina
Denadae, Arrianne Hoyt and Emilee Steely complete
the list of local student honorees. 

We support medical
marijuana proposal

R.E. Medical marijuana in Cass City.

Dear editor,
I, as a resident of Cass City, am in favor of medical

marijuana and say “yes” – let’s do it. My husband
agrees.

Here’s why:
*It brings jobs and revenue to a city that needs both

and would be legal.
*The building is already there and does need some

updating, which is what the owners of Millennium
Industries is willing to pay for.
*24/7 surveillance is an excellent idea, which they

plan on installing.
*The only increased traffic would be big trucks to

pick up the medical marijuana and deliver to places
that distribute to patients or people that qualify.

*We have all those sugar beet trucks driving
throughout town to Michigan Sugar during harvest
time. We need farmers and could not survive without
them. May God bless them all. We have bulk tanker
semis in Cass City seven days a week. Look at the
jobs the milk industry has brought, and now Hunt
Trucking has built its own truck repair shop.

Please turn to page 11.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Genaro Ramirez, 38,
Unionville, was sentenced to 21
months to 96 months in prison fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to ab-
sconding or forfeiting bond Oct.
23 in Caro. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $258.
*Dennis J. Gardner, 32, Milling-

ton, was sentenced to 270 days in
the county jail, with worksite priv-
ileges, following his pleas of
guilty to operating a motor vehicle
with a high BAC (blood alcohol
content), third offense, and fleeing
a police officer. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony
conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 60 months probation
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,576 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Brian A. Kratz II,40, Caro, re-
ceived a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his pleas of guilty
to possession of marijuana or a
synthetic equivalent, second of-
fense, and operating a motor vehi-
cle with the presence of a
controlled substance in his body
Aug. 23 in Fremont Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,008 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Floyd R. Schoenknecht, 45,
Caro, was sentenced to 30 days in
jail, with worksite privileges, fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to failure
to return rented property valued at
$1,000 to $20,000 April 21 in
Caro.

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 24 months probation
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $858 plus restitution of
$2,906.66 and attorneys fees of
$500.

*Troy A. Harris, 45, Mayville,

was sentenced to 180 days in jail
and 24 months probation follow-
ing his pleas of no contest to at-
tempted assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) May 6,
2017, in Fremont Township, and
to operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, May 7, 2017, in Fremont
Township.

In addition to jail time and pro-
bation, he was ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,556
plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Cameron M. Smith, 37, Vassar,

pleaded no contest to a charge of
possession of ammunition by a
felon Nov. 29 in Vassar. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Robert S. Faulk, 48, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to delivery/manu-
facture of five to 45 kilograms of
marijuana or a synthetic equiva-
lent Nov. 14 in Vassar Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Robert J. Bunnell, 55, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
March 14 in Vassar Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Robyn S. Crump, 39, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to three counts of
welfare fraud – failure to inform
department of human services of-
ficials of income information be-
tween November 2013 and July
2016 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $15,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Kenneth W. Hart Jr., 42, Mon-
trose, pleaded no contest to home
invasion, second degree, between
Aug. 31 and Sept.1 in Arbela

Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

Damian G. Izydorek, 39, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
interfering with electronic com-
munications and assault or assault
and battery Feb. 16 in Kingston
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Kenneth D. Schultz, 56, Vassar,

pleaded no contest to assault with
a dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) Oct. 16, 2016, in Vassar.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Andria A. Kern, 38, Vassar, was

sentenced to 13 months to 15
months in prison following her
pleas of guilty to three counts of
embezzling $50,000 to $100,000
Sept. 24 in Vassar Township.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $394 plus resti-
tution of $355,570.50.

*Joshua A. McGill, 33, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 24 months probation follow-
ing his plea of no contest to mali-
cious destruction of a building
totaling $1,000 to $20,000 Feb. 5,
2017, in Caro. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony
conviction).

In addition to jail time and pro-
bation, he was ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008
plus restitution of $1,090 and at-
torneys fees of $500.
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����		�� Huron County woman bilked
out of $500 in telephone scam

by Tom  Montgomery
Editor

Any unexpected phone call could
easily turn out to be an attempt to
scam someone out of their hard-
earned money.

It’s a warning Thumb law en-
forcement officials repeat on a
regular basis, year in and year out,
and Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson is again pleading with cit-
izens to be beware of scam artists
after a Huron County woman was
bilked out of $500 while trying to
pay for a bond her grandson didn’t
need.

“Many police agencies nation-
wide often receive reports of
scams on a daily basis. This is cer-
tainly the case at our sheriff’s of-
fice. Normally the people
reporting them have already real-
ized someone is trying to scam
them. However, there are others
who unfortunately fall prey,” Han-
son said last week.

“This was the case last week
when a local grandmother pur-
chased a $500 Google Play Card
to get her grandson out of jail. She

did this after she was told to do so
by a person identifying himself as
her grandson’s out-of-town, ap-
pointed attorney.

“This individual also told her she
could not speak to anyone about
her grandson’s predicament,”
Hanson added. “He then called
her back later that night to tell her
she needed another $500 to com-
plete the total bond.

“Fortunately, she then contacted
a family member who insisted that
we be called,” the sheriff contin-
ued. “One of our deputies got in
touch with the grandmother and
then called the scammer. After a
brief conversation with the scam-
mer, the deputy was hung up on.”

As is the case in many scams,
Hanson pointed out, the chances
of recovering what a victim loses
are slim to none.

“In the case referred to, the
Google Play Card had been pur-
chased with a credit card. Some-
times credit card companies can
help in situations like these, so the
victim was advised to contact
them,” he said.
“On an average, our office likely

receives two or three calls per day
about scams. However, there are
days where we may receive as
many as ten. It cannot be stressed
enough that money or other meth-
ods of payment should never be
sent to individuals, companies or
agencies that an unsuspecting vic-
tim might not be aware of, or ex-
pecting to hear from,” Hanson
said.
“As far as the sweepstake related

letters or calls that one might re-
ceive, remember that if it sounds
too good to true, it probably is,”
he added. “When any doubt ex-
ists, we strongly recommend that
your local police or our sheriff’s
office be contacted. That way
someone can help authenticate a
situation or identify it as a scam.
“Although hard to say for sure, it

is believed that tens of thousands
— or maybe even hundreds of
thousands — of dollars are
scammed from Huron County res-
idents every year. Taking the time
to make a simple phone call to law
enforcement before you send any
money, or give any information,
can ultimately be well worth it be-
fore it’s too late.”

New state hospital still coming
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Although officials are still on
track to build a new state hospital
in Tuscola County, it is not a fast
track.

It’s been a year since state offi-
cials decided a new psychiatric
hospital would be built in Caro at
2000 Chambers Rd. in Indian-
fields Township.

“There is no date for a ground-
breaking yet. The schematic de-
sign is still being done,” said
Project Manager David Sprul of
the Michigan Department of Tech-
nology and Management. “The
schematic design is expected to be
completed this summer.”

The state has budgeted $115 mil-
lion for the new, 200-bed hospital,
which will include hiring 100 new
employees. But planners say it
will take time to design the ap-
proximate 200,000-square-foot fa-
cility set to be constructed on the
same grounds where the current
105-year old Caro Center is lo-
cated. Then, construction can
begin.

“It is expected to be completed
in the spring of 2021,” Sprul said.

When Tuscola County officials
were faced with the possibility of
the new psychiatric hospital being
built elsewhere in the state, they
launched an informational cam-
paign that garnered support from
the Tuscola Intermediate School

District, Caro City officials and
area residents.

Keeping the hospital local is a
boon for the Thumb area.

About 349 people are employed
at the Caro Center, and 398 indi-
viduals indirectly make a living
from the center. It’s estimated the
overall economic benefit of the
Caro Center locally is $54 million.

Studies have shown that more
than 80 percent of the center’s pa-
tients come from bordering coun-
ties, and about a third of the
facility’s employees live in a Caro
ZIP code, with more than 70 per-
cent of those workers residing
within 30 miles of the Caro Cen-
ter.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

You have to
admire him

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Cass Theatre owner Dick Hen-
drick and friend Bob Mont-
gomery worked on the new
digital projection system now up
and running at the Cass City the-
atre — the Thumb’s first theatre
to switch to the high-tech equip-
ment.

Laura Osantowski recently
graduated from Delta College
with highest honors, which is a
3.90 – 4.00 cumulative grade
point average, in sonography.
Osantowski recently has taken
one of her national board exams
and is presently employed at
DuPont Hospital in Fort Wayne,
Ind. Her son Christopher Fifer,
who is attending 7th grade in
Cass City Junior/Senior High
School, will move with her when
the school year ends in June.
Osantowski is the daughter of
Thomas and JoAnn Osantowski.

Cub Scouts Logan Severance,
Payton Bock and Zachary Jam-
mer, all members of Cub Scout
Pack 3594, Cass City, were re-
cently named this year’s winners
of the coveted “Cub Scout of the
Year” award. Also pictured is
Cass City Eagle Scout Austin
Baker, holding the plaque that in-
cludes the names of past winners.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Krista Homakie of Cass City
and Courtney Hacker of Ubly
were recently named to the
dean’s list at Hope College, Hol-
land, Mich., following the second
semester of the 2007-08 school
year. Homakie, a senior, is the
daughter of Michelle Homakie.
Hacker, a sophomore, is the
daughter of Brian and Melissa
Hacker. To be named to the
dean’s list, a student must
achieve a minimum 3.5 grade
point average.

Scouting has been something
Thomas LeValley has known al-
most all of his life. LeValley, the
son of Richard and Paula LeVal-
ley, joined Cub Scouts when he
was in first grade. Now, at age
15, LeValley has almost reached
the elite level of an Eagle Scout.
LeValley finished his Eagle
Scout project on April 26, appro-
priately on opening day of little
league season. His project was to
refurbish the flagpole at the little
league fields. LeValley will also
be adding a light to the pole. “Jim
Baker and Matt Prieskorn gave
me the idea and we thought it
would make the park look bet-
ter,” LeValley said. He also said
he enjoys playing baseball, so the
project was a good fit for him.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Five area residents are among
4,137 students named to the
spring semester honors list at
Michigan State University. The
students, who achieved a mini-
mum 3.5 grade point average,
are: Angie M. Hennessey, an ac-
counting major, and Timothy J.
Rutkoski, a physiology major,
both of Cass City; Debbie M.
Timmons, a chemistry major
from Owendale; Jeremy M. Pe-
ruski, an engineering major from
Snover; and Daniel M. Kubacki,
an electrical engineering major
from Ubly.
Laura Miller, Cass City, is a new

junior member of the American
Angus Association, reports Dick
Spader, executive vice-president
of the national organization with
headquarters in St. Joseph, Mo.
Junior members of the associa-
tion are eligible to register cattle
in the American Angus Associa-
tion and take part in association
sponsored shows and other na-
tional and regional events.

Cass City Student Ed Nizzola
was recently selected Mechanic
of the Year in the auto mechanic
program at the skill center in
Caro. Standing with Nizzola are
instructors Paul Battel and Terry
Tuckey.  

Honored for their achievement
in spring sports were Owen-Gage
athletes Eric Susalla (MIP Bas-
ketball), Jill Susalla (Co-MVP
Volleyball), Shane Kady (MIP
Track), Michelle Tkacz (MIP
Volleyball, MVP Softball and

When you’ve been reporting on news and features in one community
for more than three decades, it’s easy to occasionally feel like you’ve
covered it all.

And then a faithful source drops an interesting story idea in front of
you, and it’s obvious this will probably be one of those pieces that’s
going to stay with you for a long time, because you end up walking
away from an interview feeling genuinely amazed at another human
being’s willingness and determination to face a big challenge head-on
and rise above it.
Such was the case with Richard “Dick” Gentner, whose story was fea-

tured on the front page of last week’s edition of the Chronicle.
I hadn’t really talked with Gentner before we met for an interview at

Rawson Memorial District Library. I knew his wife, Ginna, was a reg-
ular contributor to our “letters to the editor” section, and I had been told
Dick struck up a conversation with a Cass City Literacy Council tutor
while running an errand at the library three years ago, and that the meet-
ing prompted him to begin a journey – at 80 years young — that would
change his life.
You see, Dick Gentner couldn’t read or write.
It’s not an easy topic to approach, even in an interview scheduled to

talk about it. But Dick didn’t flinch a bit when I eventually brought the
subject up.

In fact, he was more than willing to share a struggle that most would
consider embarrassing, not to mention frustrating. I suspect the same
gentle sense of humor he’s known for among the library staff has served
him well on this journey of literacy.
What struck me most, as we visited, is how full a life Gentner has lived

and enjoyed, in spite of his inability to read.
The Gentners, who will mark 63 years of marriage in the fall, have

four grown children, nine grandchildren and five great-grandchildren,
and they enjoy giving back to their community by helping out area food
pantries when they can. And Dick’s talents as a mechanic enabled him
to provide for his family as well as build a reputation for being a skilled
and valued employee over the years.

I can think of a host of individuals I’ve met in this lifetime who can
read just fine, but who never really put in the effort required to make a
relationship last – or to keep a job long enough to prove they’re serious
about making their own way in the world.
Too many able-bodied folks seem to look at employment as an occa-

sional pursuit rather than one of those pesky responsibilities inherent
in adulthood, especially when you have obligations to fulfill.

That’s too bad, because they’ll never know the satisfaction Gentner
must have felt as he turned a natural curiosity and skill into the ability
to tear down an engine and rebuild it without batting an eye – or reading
a set of instructions.

Now, he’s taken on another challenge and emerged with a certain
amazement of his own at the world reading has opened up for him.
That’s impressive, almost as impressive as his willingness to talk about

his own experiences and struggles – not because he enjoys listening to
himself talk, but because he hoped sharing his story might encourage
others in the community who might be in the same boat he was three
years ago.

is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Mocan of Elmwood Road, Cass
City. He presently is debating
whether to continue his education
or seek employment, according
to his father.

50 YEARS AGO (1968) 

The newly formed retail com-
mittee of the Cass City Chamber
of Commerce organized this
week when Paul O’Harris was
named president and other offi-
cers elected. Assisting O’Harris
will be Mike Weaver, vice-presi-
dent; Clarence “Bud’ Schnee-
berger, secretary-treasurer, and
blockmen Cliff Ryan, Lloyd
Bryant, Bill Kritzman and Gerald
Prieskorn. Plans are being formu-
lated to hold a general retail com-
mittee meeting to focus attention
on upcoming special events to be
sponsored by the retailers.
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Seamon

of Marietta, Ga., announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Jeanne Marie, to Gary Duane
Bartle, son of Harvey L. Bartle of
Cass City and the late Mrs. Bar-
tle. Miss Seamon is a graduate of
Emory University, with a B.A.
degree in French. The prospec-
tive bridegroom is a graduate of
Cass City High School and re-
ceived his B.A. in psychology
from Michigan State University.
He is currently serving in the
mental hygiene clinic with the
U.S. Army at Kitzingen, Ger-
many. An early July wedding is
being planned, to be held in Ger-
many.

Luke Tuckey and son, J.D.
Tuckey, and Dr. Paul Lockwood
of Cass City, Watson Spaven of
Mayville and his son, Fred
Spaven of Marlette, Dr. Donald
Tuckey of Saginaw and his fa-
ther-in-law, Walter Gabbard of
Capac, and Carl Mantey of Fair-
grove are on a 10-dayfishing trip
to Lake Oboe, Ontario.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Mrs. C. L. Robinson has sold
the Cass City Laundry property,
both real estate and laundry
equipment, to Lester Ross of
Lansing. The laundry, closed for
several weeks during the serious
illness and since the death of C.
L. Robinson on May 15, was
opened again on Monday morn-
ing. Mr. Robinson conducted the
laundry here for 45 years. Mr.
Ross, who has one more week to
teach in Eastern High School at
Lansing, will come here to man-
age the business at the comple-
tion of the school year. He is well
and favorably known in Cass
City, having taught for several
years in the high school here.
Mrs. Ross is a daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Herman Doerr.

Miss Elsie Willy, daughter of
Mrs. Esther Willy, was recently
graduated from the Hurley Hos-
pital School of Nursing in Flint.

Robert, Boughan, 13, was the
most surprised student at the
county eighth grade graduating
exercises at Caro Friday when he
was called to the platform to read
a letter from Dr. Eugene B. El-
liott, state superintendent of pub-
lic instruction, in which he was
commended for his attendance at
school. Robert had not missed
one day of school in eight years.
He is a pupil in the Donaldson
School in Indianfields Township
and the son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Boughan.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Thumb Creamery Co. will open
a cash cream buying station in the
rear of Wood’s drug store build-
ing on Monday, June 10th, and
will be pleased to receive the pa-
tronage of our old customers and
all those having cream to sell.
Our motto is a square deal and
prompt service.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Hooper cele-
brated their 22nd wedding an-
niversary on Monday and in
honor of the occasion the follow-
ing enjoyed a pot luck supper that
evening: Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Tin-
dale, Mrs. Richard Clark, Mr. and
Mrs. T. L. Tibbals and Mrs. Clara
Drew of Detroit.  

Track), Shana Adkins (MIP Soft-
ball), Nathan Forro (MIP Base-
ball), Mike Tkacz (MVP
Baseball), Curtis Garza (MVP-
Track), and Carli Salcido (Co-
MVP volleyball).

Spec. Grant Hulburt has de-
ployed to the National Training
Center (NTC), Fort Irwin,
Barstow, Calif., to participate in
desert warfare training. The
NTC, located in the Mojave
Desert, is one of the Army’s 4
combat training centers. It pro-
vides mid- to high-intensity train-
ing, primarily mechanized
infantry and armor battalions,
and brigades. Hulburt, a heavy
anti-armor weapons infantryman,
is the son of Gene R. and Joanne
Hulburt of Cass City. His wife,
Amy, is the daughter of Howard
and Neda Hoffman of Caro.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Julie Groth returned home Sun-
day night after spending the
weekend in Norfolk, Va., with
her friend, Jim Mulligan. While
there she toured the USS Nimitz
and visited Sue Kady and son,
formerly of Cass City. Julie also
spent time in Virginia Beach.

Born May 31 to Mr. and Mrs.
Chuck Richardson (Diane Gin-
grich) of Mulberry, Fla., a seven-
pound son, Charles Paul, 19
inches in length. Grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Veron Gingrich
of Cass City and Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Richardson of Mayville.
The new baby joins a 2-year-old
sister, Amy Lynn, Mr. and Mrs.
Veron Gingrich left June 3 for
Mulberry to spend three weeks
with their daughter and family.
Richard Erla, president of Erla’s

Food Center and Packing Inc. for
30 years, has sold his stock in the
company to other family mem-
bers and retired. He was presi-
dent of the firm since it began.
His last day with it was May 27.
“I just felt it was time to enjoy
life a little bit,” said Erla, 59. Fu-
ture plans for him and his wife,
Christine, include traveling. The
Erla’s live on Huron Street. Erla
said the new president will be se-
lected by the stockholders in the
family owned corporation, but
that “the company will be run as
it has been.”

Harold Prich of Gagetown was
one of 332 students inducted into
Sigma Iota Epsilon May 7 at
Central Michigan University, Mt.
Pleasant. SIE is a scholastic busi-
ness and management honorary.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mark W. Lockwood was one of
more than 300 students receiving
degrees in the 65th annual com-
mencement May 29 at Olivet
Nazarene College, Kankakee, Ill.
He attended Cass City High
School through the 11th grade
and graduated from Bradley-
Bourbonnais High School in
1973. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Lockwood of Bour-
bonnais, ILL. Lockwood re-
ceived a bachelor of science
degree in chemistry. Now living
in Hammond, Ind., he has been
employed since January as a
chemist for Lever Bros.
Mrs. Doris Hurd announces she

has a new granddaughter, born
May 26 to Mrs. Margaret Lynch
at Hills and Dales Hospital. The
baby is named Jenny Rebecca.
She weighed seven pounds and
seven ounces. She joins two
brothers and one sister. She is
Mrs. Hurd’s tenth grandchild.

Floyd and Madeline Ziehm ex-
amine the plaque presented to
them at the Owendale-Gagetown
athletic banquet last Thursday
night for their contribution to the
district. The couple has 11 chil-
dren, the oldest of whom started
school in the then Owendale dis-
trict in the 1940’s. Their
youngest, Roger, just graduated.
The photograph on the plaque
shows the Ziehm family.

Jon P. Mocan has received an
associate degree in forest tech-
nology from Michigan Techno-
logical University in Houghton.
Commencement ceremonies
were held May 20. A 1976 grad-
uate of Cass City High School, he
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Continued from page one.

Bank and Trust, where she works, along with End of the Lane Greenhouse and the
Cass City Chronicle.
“Especially because fresh veggies and fruit are not available in a grocery store here,

we want to give an opportunity to producers and growers to promote their produce
and help residents to buy local and enjoy the garden fresh taste and goodness of lo-
cally-grown produce,” Sorenson added. “Other items may be sold as well, as space
permits.”
The market, which has received the blessing of both Cass City Village officials and

the local chamber of commerce, will be offered on Thursdays and is scheduled to
debut Thursday, June 28.

Sorenson noted vendors will generally be setting up on the sidewalk in front of the
Antique Mall building and/or the former Fairway store on Main Street, adjacent to
Rotary Park.
She said it will be free to register, and anyone interested in participating can register

by contacting her, Stacy or Hayley at Thumb Bank and Trust at (989) 872-4311.
Sorenson, who serves as vice president of the Cass City Rotary Club and organizes

the club’s Music in Rotary Park summer concert series, initially thought it would be
nice to pair the farmers market with the Friday night concerts, “but speaking with
some of the vendors, they liked Thursday nights, so we wanted to accommodate them
and let them have the opportunity to sell their produce and give an opportunity for
our residents to buy local.”
Sorenson credits the event sponsors with getting the project off the ground.
For example, she said, End of the Lane Greenhouse is helping to sponsor advertising,

and Krysta Boyce – who serves as executive advertising sales manager at the Chron-
icle, “has been a great resource for me this year in helping produce the flyers for Music
in Rotary Park. She had the contact info with the vendors, and without her help, it
wouldn’t have come together, either.”

Sorenson added, “Thumb Bank has always been an encourager for community in-
volvement, and they are more than willing to help with the registration process.”
The latest effort to lure vendors and customers in search of fresh vegetables in town

follows an unsuccessful venture last summer at the former Campbell Elementary
School, where Thumb Market Center officials organized a farmers market —believed
to be the first indoor and outdoor farmers market in Tuscola County.
The venture included support from and a shared space arrangement with the owners

of Thumb Area Psychological Services. However, the struggle to attract enough ven-
dors and customers proved to be too much to revive the operation this spring.

add up, according to the village manager, who has estimated the initial tab at more
than $100,000, “more than the small village of Cass City taxpayers can bear.”

Powell suggested that it might not be wise to tackle a long list of repairs. It would
be like installing a new engine and applying a fresh coat of paint to a car with 300,000
miles on it – you would still end up with a chassis and other components that are old
and worn, Powell told committee members Tom Herron, Carl Palmateer and Rob Pi-
askowski.
“For right now, we will be able to hobble along,” Powell said, adding it may be time

to consider fundraising in order to plan for construction of a new community pool,
which would cost something in the neighborhood of $600,000 to $700,000.
It would be a shame to lose the pool, commented Herron, who also made it clear he

doesn’t believe village officials should ask taxpayers to shoulder that financial burden.
“We’ve got to raise the money for this separately,” he added.

Herron recommended exploring grant possibilities and forming a committee of in-
terested residents from the community, including representatives of townships outside
the village, to spearhead fundraising.

For many years, the regional nature of the pool’s service area has prompted village
officials to repeatedly discuss looking at ways to secure supplemental funding in the
form of higher fees for swimmers who reside outside the village, but enjoy the benefits
of a recreational facility fully funded by the village. However, those discussions
haven’t netted an effective solution.  
Powell reported she has already looked into the limited grant opportunities available

through the Tuscola County Community Foundation and the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources (DNR). Even if grant funding is approved, those dollars would
cover only a small percentage of building a new pool, she pointed out.
Fortunately, Powell said, the village isn’t in a position where it must make a decision

immediately.
“We have a little bit of breathing room,” she added. “We have the ability to plan, so

that’s a good thing.”
The pool, now 42 years old, was constructed in honor of Helen Stevens, an Iowa na-

tive who brought her nursing skills to Cass City after working as a manager of nurses
at a Detroit hospital, where she met her husband, Detroit attorney Albin Stevens.
After the couple moved to Cass City, Albin practiced law in the community, and they

owned and operated Stevens Nursing Home on South Seeger Street. Helen, who also
served as school nurse in Cass City, died in 1973, and it was revealed that she had be-
queathed a large sum of money to the village for construction of a community swim-
ming pool.

Donations for the reconstruction and repair of the pool can be sent to the Tuscola
County Community Foundation in care of the Friends of Cass City Park. Residents
willing to volunteer for fundraising are asked to call the Cass City Municipal Building,
6506 Main St., at (989) 872-2911.

Village to re-open pool

Continued from page one.

Farmers market set to open
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News briefs
Historical society meet set
CASS CITY — The Cass City Area Historical and Genealogy Society
will host a meeting and strawberry and ice cream social Wednesday,
June 20, starting at 6:30 p.m. at Rawson Memorial District Library in
Cass City.

The guest speaker will be Mark Battel of Battel’s Sugar Bush Pure
Maple Syrup. Battel’s Sugar Bush is a well-known farm in the Thumb
(Cass City area), where family members have been producing delicious
maple products since 1882. Mark and his wife, Diane, are the fourth
generation to continue the family tradition.

Everyone is welcome to attend this free program

Candidates invited to forum
VASSAR — There will be a political candidate forum Sunday, June 24,
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Charis New Testament Church, 125 Division St.,
Vassar.

The event is being described as a forum – not a debate – that will be
open to the public and aired live on Facebook. Questions will be the
same for each candidate, who will have a set amount of time to respond,
depending on how many candidates attend. 
The goal of the event is to help inform the public about the candidates

who will be on the August primary election ballot for the 31st District
State Senate seat, which represents Bay, Tuscola and Lapeer counties.
The seat is currently held by veteran state Senator Mike Green, who
cannot run again due to term limits.

Candidates vying for the post are Joni Batterbee, Kevin Daley, Gary
Glenn, Bill Jordan, Cynthia A. Luczak and Chuck Stadler.

Vet fishing tourney slated
SEBEWAING — The Sebewaing Harbor Marina will host its first
American Sportsman for Veterans Walleye Fishing Tournament Satur-
day, June 30, at 6 a.m.

The entry fee is $100 per boat with four persons. The payout will be
dependent on the number of participants.

The event will include a 50/50 raffle. More information is available
by calling (989) 882-6117 or sending an email to
farnsworthbryan@yahoo.com.

Blood drive scheduled July 13
CASS CITY — Michigan Blood will host a blood drive in the meeting
room at Rawson Memorial District Library in Cass City. The event is
scheduled for Friday, July 13, from 1 to 6 p.m.
Participants can just stop by or make an appointment by calling the li-

brary at (989) 872-2856.
For every person who attempts to donate, Michigan Blood will donate

$10 to Rawson Memorial District Library’s children’s programming
budget.

Fair day for special needs kids
BAD AXE — The Huron County Fair will provide an opportunity for
those with special needs to have a fun day at the fair.
Organizers have set aside Thursday, Aug. 2, from 10 a.m. to noon, for

children with a physical or mental disability and their families. One
caregiver is required to attend with each child.
The event will feature a limited number of rides, games, animals, tents

and more. This event is free. To participate, use the Fair Street entrance
at the Huron Community Fairgrounds in Bad Axe.

More information is available by calling Carol at (989) 670-2003.
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Tuscola County sheriff offers
update on K-9 unit addition

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent is in the process of adding
a canine crime fighter to his de-
partment, as promised during a
successful 2017 millage campaign
to fund department programs and
the addition of deputies.

“After interviewing canine offi-
cers from other agencies, I have
chosen Deputy Ryan Robinson as
our K-9 deputy,” said Skrent.
“We are also purchasing the spe-

cialized vehicle and equipment
that is required to hold the dog.
Once that is done, we are sending
Deputy Robinson to a canine
training academy,” he added.
“There he will obtain the dog and
be ready to roll once that is com-
pleted.”

The sheriff’s department has re-
quested a “dual purpose” canine.
The dog will have both patrol and
explosive detection-certified train-
ing. The canine candidate must be
a German Shepard, should not be
more than two years old, and the
training must be Michigan Com-
mission on Law Enforcement
Standards (MCOLES) approved.

“We have the vehicle, which is
being prepped,” said Undersheriff
Robert Baxter. “Canine officer

Deputy Robinson and the canine
will be in school in mid-Septem-
ber,” Skrent noted.

Undersheriff Bob Baxter said
having a local canine unit will be
a benefit to the Tuscola County
Sheriff’s Department and to the
residents of the county.

“Sanilac and Lapeer counties,
and the MSP (Michigan State Po-
lice) Tri-County have a canine,”
said Baxter. “It takes about 45
minutes to an hour to have the ca-
nine respond if we need one.”

The dog candidate has to meet
certain specifications related to
obedience and agility, aggression
and control, and apprehension.
Although voters approved a sher-

iff’s department tax levy of 1.33
mills for eight years in August
2017, which included funding for
a canine unit, there are reasons it
has taken so long to start the
process of securing that addition
to the department, according to
Skrent.

“Since the revenue does not
come in until this year, it is taking
a bit of time,” he explained. “We
are first adding several road
deputies to get our road patrol
staffing levels back up.”
In addition to the funding gener-

ated by the millage, the Tuscola

County Office of Emergency
Management received a Home-
land Security grant.

“Tuscola County has been
awarded $23,500. This will pay
for a portion of the project, as it is
a costly endeavor when starting
from scratch. The grant will pay
for the dog itself and the training
for the canine and deputy. The
grant is also paying for some of
the equipment for the vehicle,
specifically the containment cage
and sensor system,” said Tuscola
Emergency Management Director
Steve Anderson. “The sheriff’s of-
fice has purchased a Tahoe for the
dog and some of the vehicle
equipment for the canine patrol
unit.”

“To start the canine up, it costs
about $50,000,” Baxter said,
adding the canine vehicle has to
be specially equipped, including
installation of the special emer-
gency release button and a cage
partition.

It’s been years since the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Department had
a canine unit.
“There was a canine for a while,

several years ago, back when
Hugh Marr was sheriff, but I don’t
know for how long,” said Baxter.
Marr was a sheriff during the
1970s.

Village awarded website funding
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Although the village of Cass City
has had a website for several
years, it is about to get some
changes.
During an April 11 committee of

the whole meeting, the council
discussed its desire to upgrade the
village’s website, noting there was
a I-69 Thumb Region Community
Website grant available that would
pay for the digital facelift. Offi-
cials subsequently submitted an
application for the funding.

“We had received a quote from
Abadata in the amount of $700. A

grant application was submitted
which required no in-kind funding
match,” explained village Man-
ager Debbie Powell.

“I am excited to report we have
been awarded the Community
Website Grant, which will pay for
our website update. That is good
news!”
Cass City was one of nine appli-

cants selected to receive such a
grant.  In order to secure the
money, village officials have to
sign a memorandum of agreement
by late Friday afternoon.
Shortly after Powell took over as

village manager, she had addi-
tional information added to the

website to include council packets
and informational updates.
Abadata Computer Corporation,

Sebewaing, started in 1981 as the
Michigan Distributor of U.S. Ro-
botics modems and equipment,
and then branched out to network
integration, selling, servicing and
installing network equipment.

The I-69 Thumb Region, which
is comprised of Genesee, Huron,
Lapeer, Sanilac, Shiawassee, St.
Clair, and Tuscola counties, col-
laboratively developed a shared
and unified economic vision for
its region as part of the state of
Michigan’s Regional Prosperity
Initiative.

munities to be catalysts for
change.

The scholarship awardees com-
prise a wide variety of students,
ages five to 25, who are recog-
nized at the national and regional
level and hail from across the
country. Since the program’s in-
ception in 2007, the Sodexo Stop
Hunger Foundation has awarded
more than $770,000 in grants and
scholarships.

With no grocery stores in the
community, Cass City has become
a “food desert”, making it tough
for many families to find food, ac-
cording to Battel, who recruited
three friends to raise and donate
animals, providing much needed
protein to families in the commu-
nity through an effort they called
“Meating the Need for Our Vil-
lage Hunger Project.”
“Erla’s (Food Center) had closed,

so we were concerned about how
elderly people and people without

Continued from page one.

Local teen awarded grant to fight hunger
transportation would get food,”
Battel said of the effort that started
in 2015.

“We are farm kids and we know
how to raise meat,” added Battel,
15. “I organized presentations to
local community groups and busi-
nesses to ask for more funding.
Through doing that we doubled
the amount of money, and even
had bags of feed donated.”

Her efforts and those of her
friends have generated donations
of 7,380 pounds of meat (worth
over $22,000) and 554 gallons of
milk (valued at $1,500), making it
possible to distribute more than
2,200 family food boxes through
their local food pantry – Revive
Ministries in Cass City.

The youths’ involvement has
gone far beyond organizing and
fundraising; aside from raising the
animals that are donated, they
keep records and monitor the ani-
mals’ health, manage nutrition and
calculate expenses. They also
arrange for processing and, when
it comes to distributing the food,
several of them volunteer at Re-
vive.

Battel, who is finishing up her
sophomore year in high school –
she is both home schooled and at-
tends Cass City High School part-
time — also organizes hunger
fighting workshops for youth and
adults, and has engaged 100 kids
in fundraising and donating farm
products. Through their work, the
food pantry has not had to buy
meat for the past three years.

In addition, Battel earlier this
year secured a $2,500 grant from
the American Egg Board after
winning a national FFA contest.
The money is being used to start a
flock of laying hens, which will
provide eggs to be sold to the
community as well as being do-
nated to low-income families.

Battel, whose $5,000 Sodexo
grant will help to further fund the
“Meating the Need” project,
hopes to expand the program into
other communities.

“I believe this is the generation

that will end hunger for good. We
are proud to invest in these young
leaders who are inspiring both
their peers and adults with their
innovative ideas,” said Gerri
Mason Hall, CEO, Stop Hunger
Foundation.

To support the 2018 Stephen J.
Brady Scholars’ innovative solu-
tions toward zero hunger, the
Boost the Youth initiative was un-
veiled at the 19th Annual Sodexo
Stop Hunger Foundation Dinner,
where Battel and other scholars
were honored Monday in Wash-
ington, D.C.  Boost the Youth’s
goal is to raise $10,000, and the
foundation will triple every dollar
donated through Thursday, June
14 at midnight, EDT. Visit
www.tiny.cc/BradyScholars to
learn more and donate.

The Sodexo Stop Hunger Foun-
dation works to ensure that every
child in the United States, espe-
cially those most at risk, grows up
with dependable access to enough
nutritious food so they can learn,
play and thrive.

Sodexo North America is part of
a global, Fortune 500 company
with a presence in 80 countries.
Sodexo is a leading provider of in-
tegrated food, facilities manage-
ment and other services that
enhance organizational perform-
ance, contribute to local commu-
nities and improve quality of life
in corporate, education, health-
care, senior living, sports and
leisure, government and other en-
vironments daily.

The company employs 133,000
people at 13,000 sites in all 50
U.S. states and Canada and indi-
rectly supports tens of thousands
of additional jobs through its an-
nual purchases of $9.2 billion in
goods and services from small to
large American businesses.

In support of local communities
across the U.S., the Sodexo Stop
Hunger Foundation has con-
tributed close to $32 million over
the past 20 years to help feed chil-
dren in America impacted by
hunger.
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4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121

www.hdghmi.org

Hills & Dales Offers  
Comprehensive Pediatric Care!

Dr. Nancy Wade
Pediatrician

Dr. Robert Van Howe
Pediatrician

Darcy Schlund-Tenbusch
FNP-BC

Andrea Mosher
CPNP

Thumb Pediatrics
6190 Hospital Dr., Suite 105 • Cass City • 989-872-8503

Dr. Afonso Ferreira
Internal Medicine

Millwood Street Primary Care
130 Millwood Street • Caro • 989-672-1555

Dr. Robert Van Howe
Pediatrician

Norma Abbott
FNP-BC

Call today to
schedule an

appointment!

Welcoming
New Patients

& Parents!
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DESIGNING AND painting quilts to add to the Thumb Area Quilt Trail started

this week. The wooden quilt blocks are painted by students at the Tuscola Tech

Center in Caro (above). Each year between a dozen and 18 quilts are designed,

painted and hung with the assistance of Kappen Tree Service of Cass City,

which supplies a bucket truck and workers to mount the eight-foot-by-eight-

foot blocks.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Cass City’s request to be included in the Thumb Area Quilt Trail has
been approved, as was the village’s proposed “Up, Up and Away” de-
sign created to honor Cass City native and former NASA Astronaut
Brewster H. Shaw.

According to Thumb Quilt Trail President Pamela Stillwell-Binder,
Cass City’s quilt was accepted by the four-member quilt committee “be-
cause it is a beautiful design and will be in a beautiful location.”
When the quilt is done, the plan is to put it on the DPW building so it

faces the village’s main park.
“The committee loved that we will be able to put a quilt inside of the

village of Cass City. We have a few quilts around the outskirts, out in
the country,” said Stillwell-Binder. “The park gets a lot of traffic, so a
lot of people are going to see it there.
“We like to try to get a quilt in a small town, but often there isn’t any

place inside of a town to do that. If a community wants a quilt in their
town, we love that idea.”

During the two-hour meeting to review quilt designs and proposed
placement of them, the quilt committee took several factors into con-
sideration in making its decision.
“I think the biggest motivator was the block they proposed honors the

astronaut that came from Cass City. That was really exciting to us, and
the committee was unanimous on approving it,” she noted.
By the end of summer, the quilt trail that winds through Huron, Tuscola

and Sanilac counties will have 100 quilts.
As for when Cass City’s quilt will go up, Stillwell-Binder isn’t sure,

but it will be sometime this summer or early fall.
“Kappen Tree Service volunteers the cherry-picker bucket and workers

to mount the blocks on the barn. As for when the quilts will go up, that
depends on their schedule,” she explained.
“It takes about 30 minutes to mount a quilt. When the Cass City quilt

goes up, it shouldn’t take too long. The building is low so it will be
rather quick.”

For more information about the Thumb Area Quilt Trail or a map
where they are located, visit the website www.thumbquilttrail.com or
the group’s Facebook page.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

From bluegrass to rock, Cass
City’s Music in Rotary Park has
built a reputation of offering
something for just about every-
one, and this summer is expected
to continue that tradition with a
variety of music acts scheduled to
perform on Friday nights.

This year’s free summer con-
certs, which start at 6:30 p.m., are
once again being sponsored by
area businesses and other groups,
including the Cass City Rotary
Club, Knights Insurance, Inde-
pendent Bank, Thumb Bank and
Trust, Chemical Bank, Franken-
muth Credit Union and Cass City
Parks and Recreation.

The series kicks off Friday, June
29, with the Tom and Jerry Show

featuring local duo Jerry Lam-
oureux and Tom Guinther, and
there will be a free “picnic in the
park” sponsored by Knights Insur-
ance.

Taking the stage Friday, July 6.
as part of Cass City’s Freedom
Festival will be The Mysterians, a
band best known for its single,
“96 Tears”, which was released in
1966 and became a number one
hit on the Billboard Hot 100.
New this year is a Saturday Free-

dom Fest concert July 7, featuring
an opening act at 5 p.m., followed
by local band Iron Fist, featuring
members Mike Rule, Dr. Scott
Harding, Rachael Rule and Frank
Nawrot. “This is rock and roll and
should be a fun addition to our
festival,” said Carolyn Sorenson,
Cass City Rotary Club member
and organizer of Music in Rotary

Park.
Random is scheduled to perform

Friday, July 13. Band members
Don Childs, John Merz, Mike Sat-
telberg, Dennis Longuski and
Greg Planck play a mix of classic
rock and country.

New to the concert series will be
The Mercurials, with members
Anthony Lee, Sam Clements,
Cody Ruthko and Matt Strong
hailing from Cass City, Caro and
Saginaw, and performing a variety
of piano rock Friday, July 20. The
opening act will feature local mu-
sician Justin Sorenson. “Clements
Boarding, from Cass City, is spon-
soring the evening with free hot
dogs for everyone,” Sorenson
noted.

Rounding out the July concerts
will be Sonos, delivering a variety
of Irish-Celtic music. Band mem-
bers are Tom Krause, Dee Dee
Tibbits and Bruce MacCartney,
who reside in the Thumb and Tri-
Cities.

Muzyka!, a group from the Tri-
Cities that performs bluegrass,
folk, pop and gospel, is scheduled
to perform Friday, Aug. 3.
“This…is a multi-talented group
from the Tri-Cities and has per-
formed at corporate events,
churches, senior centers and festi-
vals all around Michigan since
2005,” said Sorenson, who added
Revive Ministries, Cass City, will
be sponsoring snacks in the park
that evening.

Classic rock and country music
will be featured during the final
concert, Friday, Aug. 10, when
Leftovers takes the stage. Band
members are Don Childs, Tim
Omstead, Kerry Penland, Jerry
Pavia and Kory Batschke.

course work (Cass City has a par-
ticipation rate of 23 percent), and
its graduation rate (94 percent).

Overall, the rankings emphasize
student outcomes, incorporating
data on graduation rates and state
assessments. Students at the 5,948
schools that receive national
recognition from U.S. News grad-
uate at rates that are 12 percentage
points higher, on average, than
students at other schools through-
out the country.

“Top-ranked schools succeed in
three main areas: exceeding ex-
pectations on state proficiency
tests, offering challenging course-
work and graduating their stu-
dents,” said Anita Narayan,
managing editor of Education at
U.S. News. “We encourage par-
ents to use the ‘best high schools’
rankings and data to research
which schools in their state and
nationwide are ensuring students
are well-equipped for the future.”

The rankings feature data on a
number of factors, including en-
rollment, graduation rates, diver-
sity, participation in free and
reduced-price lunch programs and
the results of state assessments, as
well as AP and International Bac-
calaureate test data.

Summer concerts returning to Rotary Park

Continued from page one.

U.S. News ranks

Cass City High

It’s official: Cass
City joining the
Thumb Quilt  Trail
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2017-18 NORTH GIRLS SOCCER ALL CONFERENCE 
 

FIRST TEAM 
Paige McIntyre  Bad Axe  Junior  Keeper 
Josie Fitzpatrick  Bad Axe  Junior  Defense 
Sara Wehner   Bad Axe  Senior  Midfield 
Claudia Fitzpatrick  Bad Axe  Senior  Midfield  
Alayna Engler   Bad Axe  Freshman Midfield 
Jenna Krug   Bad Axe  Junior  Forward 
Megan Pawlowski  Harbor Beach  Junior  Forward 
Alicia Booms   Harbor Beach  Junior  M/F 
Hallie Essenmacher  Harbor Beach  Junior  M/F 
Emily Hentschl  Harbor Beach  Senior  Forward 
Halle Keim   Laker   Senior  M/F 
Kaitlin Brown   Laker   Sophomore Forward 
Lauren Henry   Laker   Freshman M/D 
SECOND TEAM 
Mandy Arnott   Laker   Freshman Keeper 
Hannah Hammond  Laker   Senior  Defense 
Hannah Penfold  Laker   Freshman Midfield 
Dana Weitenberner  Bad Axe  Junior  Defense 
Olivia Britt   Bad Axe  Junior  Defense 
Cait Ruth   Bad Axe  Junior  Forward 
Annika Kirsch   Harbor Beach  Sophomore M/F 
Kara Maurer   Harbor Beach  Senior  Defense 
Alexis Kilburn   USA   Junior  Midfield 
Alley Southgate  USA   Senior  Striker 
Ashlyn LaPratt  USA   Freshman Defense 
 
HONORABLE MENTION 
Rebecca Zurek  Harbor Beach  Senior  Keeper 
Haylie Essenmacher  Harbor Beach  Junior  M/F 
Kaira Ocomen   Harbor Beach  Senior  Defense 
Jessica Viers   Laker   Sophomore Defense 
Sarah Hammond  Laker   Senior  Defense 
Hailey Eremia   USA   Freshman Midfield 
Emma Trischler  USA   Freshman Keeper 
Emily Steely   Cass City (USA) Sophomore Defense 
Danielle Cubitt  Bad Axe  Freshman Midfield 
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*People are worried about abuses. Name me any industry that does
not. Yes, that does not make it alright.
*It would appear to be safer growing the marijuana in a secure business

location than in a residence.
*We in Cass City are fortunate to have an excellent police department,

and now that the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department has hired more
officers, with an officer and a canine in the near future, we have back-
up protection.
*Another reason is my husband is currently in pain management, and

“if” his procedure is not successful, then the next step could be medical
marijuana. Even if it is a success, who knows how long it would last.

*No, neither of us has ever tried recreational marijuana, and we are
senior citizens.
*We both plan to vote “no” on recreational marijuana.
*Nothing ventured, nothing gained.
*Last but not least, we, the residents of Cass City, need to express to

the people in charge how we feel about this issue. A phone call or a note
would not take that long.
This is my opinion. Let’s hear yours.

Sincerely, 

Ginna Gentner
Cass City

Continued from page three.

We support proposal for
medical marijuana  plant

Fuel forecast: this
won’t be a cheap
summer in state
Michigan drivers this summer will pay more at the pump for a gallon

of gasoline, but they’re still expected to use more of the motor fuel for
the sixth year in a row, according to the Summer Energy Appraisal re-
leased by the Michigan Agency for Energy (MAE).
Demand for other forms of energy is also forecast to increase this sum-

mer over last year, with electricity up 1.5 percent, natural gas expected
to jump eight percent, and diesel fuel likely to rise 2.6 percent, accord-
ing to the annual MAE analysis of trends in the state’s fuel and power
sectors.

Nationally, gasoline prices are expected to be 20 percent higher this
year than they were in 2017, with motorists paying an average of $2.90
per gallon during the April through September summer driving season,
according to the federal Energy Information Administration. That’s up
from $2.41 last summer.
Due to higher per gallon prices, the annual household cost for gasoline

will increase an average of $377 compared to the same period in 2017,
according to MAE.

Gasoline demand in Michigan is expected to hit 4.76 billion gallons,
up 2.7 percent from 2017.

National inventories are near the top of the five-year range for this
time of year. However, unforeseen refinery outages, political unrest, ad-
verse weather conditions, or other national or world disruptions to sup-
ply could influence the price and supply of gas.
Key facts from MAE’s Summer Energy Appraisal:
*The largest increase in electricity use is expected in the residential

sector (2.7 percent), followed by industrial (1.5 percent), and commer-
cial (.6 percent).
MAE predicts normal to slightly higher temperatures throughout 2018,

but should summer temperatures spike higher, electricity use would in-
crease, mainly to meet the demands for increased air conditioning of
homes and buildings.
*The increase in natural gas use is driven mainly by Michigan’s grow-

ing demand in the power sector. Natural gas use in the power sector has
increased by 9.7 percent annually between 2010 and 2017.
Lower natural gas inventories nationwide – 35 percent below storage

levels of one year ago and 25 percent below the five-year average for
the month of May – could lead to higher summer prices.
An estimated 171.6 million barrels of petroleum products, used mostly

as motor fuel, were consumed in Michigan in 2016, up 1.4 percent com-
pared to 2015.
Demand for distillates, most of which is used as diesel fuel for trucks

and trains, is projected to rise 2.6 percent this year to 1,211 million gal-
lons. It would be the third consecutive year of distillate demand growth,
mainly due to a strengthening industrial sector.
One of the issues driving long-term changes in the state’s energy sector

is the construction of the Rover Pipeline in southeast Michigan. The
pipeline will help to replace declining in-state natural gas production
and feed the electric power sector’s growing appetite for the fuel
Michigan’s aging natural gas wells are expected to produce 91.3 billion

cubic feet in 2018, down 4.8 percent from last year and continuing a
production decline trend.
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Milligan: wheat meet an
opportunity for growers

The Michigan Wheat Program’s 2018 Summer Field Day is set for
today (Wednesday) at the MSU Saginaw Valley Research and Extension
Center, 3775 S. Reese Rd., Frankenmuth.

On-site check-in and a continental breakfast will begin at 8:15 a.m.,
and wagons pull out for the plot tour presentations at 9 a.m.

“Every year, nearly 200 of the state’s wheat farmers take time out of
our fields to view research results firsthand and talk with researchers
about what they see and how we can apply their results on our farms,”
said David Milligan, chairman of the nine-member Michigan Wheat
Program Board and a wheat farmer from Cass City.

“The board sees the summer field day as one of the ways we report
back to the growers,” Milligan added.  “Those who attend can see the
results for themselves, ask questions and share ‘best practices’ with
other farmers and the researchers. It is a very worthwhile event.”
Morning wagon tours on June 13 will feature the following topics and

presenters, who are funded in part by the Michigan Wheat Program:
*Wheat variety improvements – MSU wheat breeder Dr. Eric Olson.
*Weed control research – Dr. Christy Sprague.
*Wheat disease control topics – Dr. Marty Chilvers, Dr. Frances Trail

and Martin Nagelkirk, MSU wheat educator.
*Soil fertility considerations – Dr. Kurt Steinke.
*Starter phosphorous treatment – Dennis Pennington, MSU wheat spe-

cialist.
*Precision planting – Dr. Manni Singh.
Dr. Jan Byrne of the MSU Plant Diagnostics Center will be evaluating

and accepting any ailing wheat specimens brought in by growers for
either on site diagnostics or to be taken back to the university for further
evaluation. The diagnostics service cost continues to be covered through
the Michigan Wheat Program.

After lunch, guest speaker Dale Nellor will take the stage to present
“Wheat: The National View.”

Nellor is vice president of government and technical affairs for the
North American Millers’ Association of Washington, D.C. 
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THE CASS CITY School District is once again sponsoring the federally-funded

Let’s Do Lunch! program, which will offer free nutritious breakfasts and

lunches to area youths, Monday through Friday, starting Monday, June 25.

ally-funded Let’s Do Lunch! program.
Starting Monday, June 25, nutritious meals will be served Monday

through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Cass City Elementary
School.  In addition, breakfast will be served each day from 8:30 to 9
a.m.
The program will run throughout the summer – with the exception of

July 4-6 – and conclude Aug. 10.
There are no income requirements, according to Bock, who says any-

one ages 18 and younger is welcome to participate.
“We are excited to provide this opportunity for Cass City’s children,”

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel said.  “The summer feeding program
reflects our school’s mission statement of all school personnel will ac-
cept the responsibility to provide the opportunity for all students to be
productive in a global society. Nutrition plays a key role in helping stu-
dents learn and prepare to compete globally.”
Cass City School officials will again be partnering with other districts

to provide free meals for children in the surrounding area, according to
Bock.

Breakfast will be served from 7 to 8:30 a.m. and lunch from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Small Wonders Day Care, 1381 Cleaver Rd., Caro;
and at Grandview Estates (community room), 154 E. Deckerville Rd.,
Caro, with breakfast from 10 to 10:30 a.m. and lunch from noon to
12:30 p.m. each Monday through Friday.
Small children should be accompanied by an adult.  More information

regarding the meal sites is available by contacting Bock (989) 872-
5729.
In 2016, the Cass City Public Schools prepared more than 9,300 meals

in the summer for area children, up from 8,000 meals the summer be-
fore. Last year’s total was roughly 8,000 meals. However, the program
started two weeks later than usual because of a late school dismissal
date, and the program had one less meal site.

“Overall, the program was very well received. Both sites in Caro did
really well. We were pleased with those,” Bock said, adding those sites
saw 50 to 60 youths in attendance each day. In Cass City, attendance,
the food service crew fed 70 to 100 kids each day.
“I think there’s (still) a need, and as long as there is a need, we’ll keep

meeting,” she said.
More than half of Cass City students qualified for free or reduced

meals during the 2017-18 school year, according to Bock.
“We are currently at 55 percent district-wide,” she said. “This is up

from last year. Last year we had, as a district, 52 percent. The biggest
increase is at the junior-senior high level. The elementary remains about
the same at 55 percent, but the junior-senior high is now at 54 percent.”

Bock along with one or two other food service personnel prepare all
the food in Cass City. The U.S. Department of Agriculture reimburses
the district for the meals, some of which are then transported to the
satellite summer meal sites.

Continued from page one.

Free summer meals back


