
by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Cass City Village officials want to be part of a unique trail, “The
Thumb Area Quilt Trail,” that winds through the Thumb area.

“By the end of summer, the 100th quilt square is expected to be
hung on barns along the trail that goes through Huron, Sanilac and
Tuscola counties,” said Thumb Quilt Trail President Pamela Still-
well-Binder.

Village Trustee Nancy Barrios suggested the village join the trail
with a quilt of its own, and the council was receptive to it.
The design the council approved was entitled, “Up, Up and Away”

to recognize and honor Cass City High School graduate and NASA
Astronaut Brewster H. Shaw. Shaw was born May 16, 1945, in Cass
City, and graduated from Cass City High School in 1963. He joined
the United States Air Force in 1969.

Shaw piloted the STS-9 Skylab, Orbiter Shuttle Atlantis in 1985
and the Columbia Space Shuttle in 1989. He retired with the rank
of colonel and was inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame
May 6, 2006.

“Although the council approved the quilt’s design, it is up to the
Thumb Area Quilt Trail committee to have final approval and to ap-

Lowthian hails from
family of pharmacists 
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Novesta looking at
township hall options
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Thumb road work
underway this week
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DICK GENTNER spends some time at Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City, where a chance meeting with a Cass City Literacy

Council tutor three years ago changed his life. Gentner, now 83, has since

learned how to read and write, thanks to what he describes as caring tu-

tors who welcomed him as a student.

Pair seek public opinion on medical pot plan

THE VILLAGE of Cass City would like to be part of

the Thumb Area Quilt Trail. This design has been sug-

gested for the community’s quilt in honor of Cass City

native and NASA Astronaut Brewster H. Shaw, a for-

mer space shuttle pilot and commander who was in-

ducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame in 2006.

Foundation gearing up
for spring distribution 

Council okays

street paving,

plant upgrade

Please turn to page 8.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The Cass City Village Council
approved some street work and an
upgrade at the local wastewater
treatment plant during a special
meeting last week.

The council approved Astec
Paving to handle the Northwood
Circle street project for $126,067.
Resurfacing will be completed on
a 1,880-foot section of Northwood
Circle. The roadway was selected
for repairs because it’s among the
streets considered to be in the
poorest condition in the commu-
nity.

The project will include milling
and removing three inches of
blacktop, as well as curb repair
where necessary.
“Northwood Circle street is a vil-

lage (owned) street that goes (into
a) subdivision, but the streets in
the subdivision are private,” Cass

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Tuscola County Community Foundation (TCCF) is gearing up to
distribute roughly $127,260 in grants plus more than $180,000 in schol-
arships from various funds this spring.
Community Foundation Executive Director Ken Micklash announced

the details last week, noting that nearly $100,000 of the grant awards
will be presented this week.
“Checks for the grant awards from the William and Ruth Janks Fund,

Claude and Etta Andrews Fund, Future Youth Involvement Fund,
Founders Fund, Greater Millington Area Fund and the Anne S. Laethem
Fund for Historic Buildings will be distributed (today) Wednesday at
12:30 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology Center located on Cleaver Road
in Caro,” Micklash said.
“TCCF maintains over 90 funds, most endowed,” he added. “Current

assets are over $13 million, and over $4.5 million has been awarded
from the various funds, to-date, for the purpose of helping to make Tus-
cola County a better place to live.”

Checks will be presented from the following funds to various recipi-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

You’re never too old to learn.
Just ask Richard “Dick” Gen-

tner, who managed to enjoy a
long and successful career as a
mechanic without ever having
learned how to read or write.

That all changed about three years
ago, when at the age of 80 he
found himself at the right place at
the right time.
The place was Rawson Memorial

District Library in Cass City,
where Gentner was making some
copies for his wife, Ginna. The
time was the end of a tutoring ses-

sion in a nearby study room,
where former Cass City resi-
dent and tutor Lisa Karwowski
was finishing up with a student
and had to make a few copies
herself.

Gentner guessed Karwowski
was a tutor with the Cass City

Please turn to page 8.

Gentner: literacy program has
“opened up new world for me”

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A proposal to establish a medical
marijuana operation inside a Cass
City manufacturing facility re-
mains in limbo.
The businessmen pushing for the

plan, meanwhile, have turned
their attention towards seeking

public input in an effort to gauge
community support for their pro-
posal.

Millennium Industries represen-
tatives Gary Vollmar and Gus
Ploss have addressed Cass City
officials three times in an effort to
explain their proposal to create a
medical marijuana grow operation
in an unused, 25,000-square-foot

area inside their Millennium In-
dustries factory at 6285 Garfield
Ave.

Most recently, the pair attended
the May village council meeting.
Two trustees indicated they’re op-
posed to the plan, and a third sug-
gested that Vollmar and Ploss
directly address the community
via a public forum or by providing

citizens with an information pack-
age of some sort.

Vollmar indicated failure on the
part of the village to support the
plan could result in the loss of fac-
tory jobs downs the road.

“We need some feedback. We
have a couple of other options if
you don’t approve this,” Vollmar
told the council last month. Please turn to page 2.

He and Ploss say the Millennium
building is underutilized and in
need of repairs, including a
$500,000 roof. But with fuel sys-
tems going to electric systems
(Millennium engages in the de-
sign, development, manufacture
and distribution of automotive
fuel systems and engine compo-

Please turn to page 8.

Cass City officials are
looking to become part
of Thumb Quilt Trail

Closed
Village officials shut down 
pool to investigate problems

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City officials announced Friday their decision to close Helen
Stevens Memorial Pool after swimmers complained of minor injuries
to their feet.
Village Manager Debbie Powell says she’s hopeful to have the facility

back up and running in time for swimming lessons later this month.
Powell also encouraged area residents to consider making a donation

towards the pool, saying the village cannot afford to shoulder the entire
cost of future maintenance and repairs.
The pool was opened for the season in late May for the Memorial Day

holiday.
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SOME TUSCOLA County officials are also leaders

at the state level. Above (from left) County Commis-

sioner Matthew Bierlein is president of the Michi-

gan Association of Counties, Clerk Jodi Fetting is

president of the Michigan Association of County

Clerks, Prosecutor Mark E. Reene is the immediate

past president of the Prosecutors Association of

Michigan, and Friend of the Court Sandy Erskine

is president of the Friend of the Court Association.

County leaders, state leaders...

nent parts) and employment num-
bers shrinking, keeping the doors
open at the 120,000-square-foot
facility may be in jeopardy.

“The landscape is changing.
Small communities are dying,”
Vollmar said. “We will find a
place, but we would like to keep
the jobs here. I believe it is an eco-

Continued from page one.

Medical marijuana facility plan in limbo

Thumb road projects
underway this week

Crews were scheduled to begin resurfacing sections of M-53 and M-
24 in the Thumb early this week.
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is investing $3.9

million to resurface nearly 22 miles of M-53 in Huron County and M-
24 in Tuscola County.

The work includes resurfacing M-53 from Port Austin to Kinde, and
M-24 from Unionville to Caro, as well as ramp improvements compli-
ant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and the installation
of a portable intermittent truck weigh station (PITWS) along M-24.

Traffic will be maintained under flag control on M-53 through July 2,
and on M-24 through Sept. 14. The projects are expected to be com-
pleted in September.

MDOT officials say the work will extend the life of the roadway and
improve the driving surface. The additional of the PITWS, meanwhile,
will provide law enforcement personnel with a safer location to weigh
trucks off the main roadway.

nomic decision, not a moral deci-
sion.”

“We were a little disappointed
with their response,” Ploss com-
mented last week. “We thought
they would take some kind of ac-
tion, but they didn’t, and then
turned it back on us.”
“I think they would like us to get

a feel if the public is receptive to
the project or not. We don’t have

an answer to that right now. We
are trying to figure out how to do
a poll,” he said. “We are in the
process of how we are going to do
that. Do we take out an ad? Do we
hold a public forum?

“I’m in the process of writing a
response e-mail to the council. It’s
disappointing.”

Vollmar and Ploss, who esti-
mated their initial investment at
$1.5 million, stressed their opera-
tion would involve growing mari-
juana for medical use only. They
presented detailed information
during the village council’s April
village meeting, during a commit-
tee of the whole meeting in early
May, and again during a May 21
rescheduled monthly meeting.

Ploss said that if the grow oper-
ation were allowed to move for-
ward in the unused section of the
plant, the electrical, heating and
cooling, as well as other much
needed upgrades would also help
the manufacturing side of busi-
ness in the main part of the plant.

In making the case for the pro-
posal, Ploss cited a recent Date-
line NBC television show that
featured a segment on the merits
of medical marijuana and CBDs
(Cannabidiol) in helping with pain
management. “There have been
preliminary studies showing
cannabis would help control the
opioid epidemic in this country.
Use (of) cannabis to control pain
instead of opioids is non-addic-
tive.”

According to village Manager
Debbie Powell, the village does
not have an ordinance for the pro-
posal, meaning moving forward
would require approval of a new
ordinance.

Powell said comments on the
grow operation could be made
during public meetings or sent in
writing to the village council at
P.O. Box 124, Cass City, MI
48726, or delivered to the munic-
ipal building at 6506 Main St.,
Cass City.
The proposal set forth by Vollmar

and Ploss is for a Class C opera-
tion, which would allow for the
growing, cultivation, and curing
of up to 1,500 plants. If approved,
the main goal of the facility would
be to grow and process marijuana
for medical use and medical re-
search.

The laws regulating medical
marijuana changed last year.
There are licensing procedures
with fees. A licensing board will
issue licenses in five categories:
growers, processors, transporters,
testing facilities and dispensaries.
It will be overseen by the Depart-
ment of Licensing And Regula-
tory Affairs (LARA).
Millennium Industries’ proposed

operation would be a state-of-the-
art secure facility with H/Vac to
control any odor, have 24/7 secu-
rity with camera monitoring, be a
hydroponic system, and would be
transported to an independent li-
censed provisioning center by an
independent licensed transporter,
and it would not be a direct sale
operation that would draw cus-
tomers, according to Vollmar and
Ploss.

In 2008, Michigan voters ap-
proved the medical marijuana act
by a margin of 63 percent to 37
percent.
While voters supported the meas-

ure, however, a number of law en-
forcement and other criminal
justice officials in the Thumb say
the law is confusing and is being
abused.
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark

E. Reene, who took an active role
in helping to draft the Prosecuting
Attorneys Association of Michi-
gan position paper last year op-
posing legalization of recreational
marijuana use in Michigan, says
that while the state’s medical mar-
ijuana law was promoted as nec-
essary for end-of-life situations
and grave illnesses such as cancer,
AIDS and glaucoma, what Michi-
gan received “was a confusing,
contradictory, litigious and poorly
written ballot initiative (that) has
taken years to understand what it
means with considerable negative
consequences experienced by
those on all sides of the issue.

“The whole medical marijuana
scheme was obviously a bill of
goods,” said Reene, who cited sta-
tistics that show, for example, that
the bulk of individuals with med-
ical marijuana cards are classified
as having “severe and chronic
pain”. In contrast, the percent of
patients with cards and suffering
from AIDS in 2015 was .38. Can-
cer patients made up 4.47 percent
of the total number of cardholders,
and glaucoma, 1.45 percent.

Editor Tom Montgomery con-
tributed to this story.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

To printed page from pigs

for students in grades five through 12, and that
youths could even win money for their efforts. Au-
thor’s Day was May 19 and the winners of the con-
test were announced then, and there were several.

Who knows? The contest could create another
Steven King, J. K. Rowling, a journalist or a colum-
nist.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The list of the recent winners of the seventh annual
Young Writers Creative Writing Contest brought
back some childhood memories, and all of them were
not pleasant.

My fifth-grade teacher gave us an assignment to
write a short story. I was excited about the task. I was
so excited it turned into a novel that would make the
authors of “War and Peace” and “Gone with the
Wind” proud of its length.

I poured my little heart into my writing. I wasn’t
good at sports and I struggled to get passing grades.
In writing, I felt I had finally found my niche!

I was so proud when the teacher asked to keep the
book I wrote, but that all came crashing down when
I overheard my teacher telling another teacher he
wanted to keep what I wrote as the “worse example
of writing he had ever seen.”

My fragile ego and heart were ripped out. I was
numb and hurt for a long time. Until one day, I real-
ized writing had made me happy. So, although I con-
tinued to write, I never showed my work to anyone.

My sequestered literary life hit a wall when I was
attending Jordan College when it was in Huron
County in the 1980s.
I only needed one more class to graduate. The prob-

lem was the only class that fit in my schedule was
Linda Boyington’s creative writing class. If I didn’t
take that class, I would have to come back the next
semester for just one class. I grudgingly took the
class and spent the first few weeks doing nothing
until the teacher told me if I didn’t start writing she
would flunk me.
So, I finally started writing in hopes to at least get a

passing grade. I was shocked when Linda told me I
was the best creative writing student she had taught.
That was a turning point in my life.
Her encouragement rekindled my love of writing.

However, she cautioned me that no matter how good
a creative writer I was, only a few make a living from
it. She directed me to writing for newspapers. One
by one, I contacted newspapers about writing for
them. Within a few months, I was a freelance writer
for nine newspapers and two radio stations.

I was stunned I was earning money from my writ-
ing. This is it! This is my destiny, I figured. And, my
determination to make a living writing was also fu-
eled by the fact that I worked seven days a week
feeding 1,500 pigs to earn gas money to drive to col-
lege.

I was determined I was going to make writing my
goal to earn enough where I could give up feeding
pigs for extra cash. Once I determined I could earn a
steady income from being a free-lance writer, I quit
the pig barn and never looked back.
Eventually, I became a staff writer for several years

before retiring and going back to being a freelance
writer.
Anyway, I was encouraged to see the writing contest

Hepatitis testing
key to protection

More than four million Americans are living with
chronic hepatitis; however, more than 50 percent of
them don’t know it.

Hepatitis is the inflammation of the liver caused by a
virus. The most common types of viral hepatitis are hep-
atitis A, hepatitis B and hepatitis C

“People can live for decades without symptoms, but
over time chronic hepatitis can cause serious health
problems,” said Dr. Eden Wells, MDHHS chief medical
executive. “Michigan residents are urged to learn the
facts about hepatitis, particularly the steps they should
take to protect themselves and how to identify their risk
of the disease.”

The Hepatitis A Virus (HAV) is found in the feces of
people with hepatitis A. HAV can spread through con-
taminated food or water and through close contact with
a person who has the virus.
Michigan has been experiencing an outbreak of hepa-

titis A since August 2016. As of May 16, 2018, there have
been 836 reported cases, 671 hospitalizations and 27
deaths.

Hepatitis A is a vaccine-preventable disease and
MDHHS encourages HAV vaccination for at-risk indi-
viduals, including those with history of injection and
non-injection drug use, homelessness or transient hous-
ing, incarceration and men who have sex with men.
The Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) is transmitted from person

to person through contaminated blood or body fluids.
HBV can spread from infected mothers to their infants
at birth, through unprotected sex or through contact
with blood or body fluids of a person who has the virus.
In Michigan, new HBV diagnoses have declined, likely

as a result of HBV vaccination efforts, with 1,301 newly
reported cases in 2017. However, there remains a large
burden of HBV in developing countries and immigrant
populations.

Although they make up only three percent of Michi-
gan’s population, persons of the Asian race represented
nearly 30 percent of all new HBV diagnoses reported in
2017.

Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) is a blood-borne pathogen;
however, unlike hepatitis A and B, there is no vaccine
available for HCV. HCV is transmitted from person to
person through the contaminated blood of an individual
who is infected. The primary risk factor for HCV trans-
mission is sharing needles, syringes or drug preparation
equipment.

Michigan has seen HCV cases increase along with a
rise in drug poisoning deaths involving prescription and
non-prescription opioids.

In 2016, there were 1,733 opioid-overdose deaths re-
ported compared to 639 in 2010. These numbers mirror
a similar increase in HCV infections among adults aged
18-29 years old. In 2017, 1,985 persons aged 18-29
were newly diagnosed with HCV, compared to 882 in
2010.

People can live with hepatitis B and C for decades
without experiencing any symptoms or feeling sick. The
only way to know if you are infected is with a blood test.
Early detection, linkage to care and treatment can help
slow disease progression. HCV treatments cure more
than 90 percent of persons living with HCV.

Get tested if you are at risk. Ask your healthcare
provider for the test or find a hepatitis B or C testing
and treatment site near you using the CDC’s testing site
locator Gettested.cdc.gov.
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The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Who, besides me, can recall where Cass City’s first
village pool was located? If you guessed under the
municipal park’s basketball courts, you would be
correct.

I can also remember being part of the Cass City
swim team in the late 1960s or early 1970s, which
was coached by my sister Lynn. Two of the better
swimmers on the team were twin brothers Donald
and Daniel Lowe.

**********    

Marlette Schools has boasted a pair of Michigan
High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) state
champion hurdlers since 2016.

In fact, Red Raider Andrew Storm was a double
winner in the hurdles at the MHSAA Finals in Com-
stock Park 3-years ago, while Emily Schaub finished
in first place in both the 100 meter hurdles and the
300 meter hurdles at this year’s closing meet. 

**********   

Here’s a little more information from around the
track. Erin Zdrojewski finished her season at Central
Michigan University (CMU) by setting a new per-
sonal best time in the 5K on the track. The former
Cass City distance standout recorded a time under
19 minutes, finishing in 18:56. 
Zdrojewski is looking forward to her senior year at

CMU and will be competing on the Chippewa Cross
Country team and in all likelihood will be a varsity
scorer for the team.  She will also focus on the 5k
and 10k for both indoor and outdoor track next
spring.   
Erin has had awesome experiences at CMU and has
continued to improve and has a greater love for the
sport as a result, reports her dad, Jon Zdrojewski,
Cass City cross country and track coach.

**********   

As local clerks finalize ballots for the statewide pri-
mary, Secretary of State Ruth Johnson recently de-
tailed how new voting equipment, $11 million in
new federal security grants and the extensive prepa-
rations her office has made will better protect Michi-
gan’s elections system for the 2018 election cycle.

“Most importantly, every voter across Michigan
still will use a good, old-fashioned paper ballot to
mark their choices,” Johnson said three weeks before
the August primary ballots will be sent out. “Then
they’ll feed the ballot into a new next-generation vot-
ing machine designed with security in mind. But
buying all new election equipment isn’t all we’ve
done to safeguard our election system.”
“We carefully reviewed and improved our systems,

and we’ll be putting $11 million of federal security
grants toward further strengthening them against at-
tack. Plus, we’re adding required cybersecurity train-
ing to our local clerk education programs.”

This year’s Aug. 7 primary will be the first
statewide election in which every city and township
will use all new voting equipment that includes op-
tical-scan ballot tabulators, accessible voting devices
for voters with disabilities, and election-management
and reporting software. 
Better keep our fingers crossed.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for
multi-year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to
edit any and all copy for content and size re-
strictions.  Final editorial judgement lies with
the Chronicle management and staff.    Dead-
line for classified advertising is Monday, noon
and deadline for display advertising is Friday,
5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name, ad-
dress and telephone number. The latter is in
case it is necessary to call for verification, but
won’t be used in the newspaper. Names will
be withheld from publication upon request, for
an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a spe-
cific nature, for instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes for a raffle.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish
social news  free of charge.  Social  news in-
cludes: engagements, weddings, anniversaries,
college graduations, birth announcements and
similar items.  There is a $4 fee to include a
photo.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Donnell L. Wright Jr., 21, Sag-
inaw, pleaded guilty to
delivery/manufacture of cocaine,
heroin or another narcotic (less
than 50 grams). Wright was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was con-
tinued at $100,000 and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.

*Scot M. Jacobs, 44, Bay City,
pleaded no contest to home inva-
sion, second degree, and conspir-
acy to commit home invasion,
second degree, Oct. 17 in
Unionville, and to home invasion,
second degree, and conspiracy to
commit home invasion, second
degree, Nov. 9, 2016, in Wisner
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at a combined $50,000. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*David C. Scott, 56, Fostoria,
was sentenced to five to 10 years
in prison following his pleas of no
contest to two counts of assault
with intent to do great bodily harm
less than murder between January
and July 2017 in Watertown
Township.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $326.
*Tony J. Emmons, 39, Mayville,

pleaded guilty to tampering with
an electronic monitoring device.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$20,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Thomas L. Fuller, 55, Vassar,
was sentenced to 90 days in the
county jail (deferred) and 12
months probation following his
pleas of guilty to possession of
marijuana or a synthetic equiva-
lent April 6, 2017, in Vassar
Township, and to possession of a
controlled substance Nov. 6 in In-
dianfields Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions)

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-

taling $516.
*Jammie L. Valleriani, 33, Cass

City, was sentenced to three years
probation following convictions
on charges of fleeing and eluding
a police officer, being a prisoner
in possession of contraband, pos-
session of a controlled substance,
and operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of a
controlled substance – with an oc-
cupant under the age of 16 years
April 28 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $544.
*Bobbi J. Jacobs, 39, Bay City,

pleaded no contest to charges of
home invasion, second degree,

and conspiracy to commit home
invasion, second degree, last Oc-
tober in Unionville; larceny of
$1,000 to $20,000 last July in Ju-
niata Township; possession of a
controlled substance last October
in Columbia Township; home in-
vasion, second degree, and con-
spiracy to commit home invasion,
second degree, Nov. 9, 2016, in
Wisner Township; and larceny in
a building Oct. 26 in Unionville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at a
combined $95,000 and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.
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����		�� Novesta Township officials taking
another look at building new hall

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Novesta Township officials are
taking a closer look building a
new township hall of their own.
The township has been using the

Cass City Gun Club, 2676 Engle-
hart Rd., since August 2010 to
conduct meetings.

The former Novesta Township
Hall, which has no indoor rest-
room, is located just outside of the
unincorporated community of De-
ford on Deckerville Road. That
building was put up for sale in
January 2011 and township oper-
ations were relocated to the gun
club.

Later, the board purchased 12
acres of land with two structures
at 3320 Cemetery Rd. for $5,971
during a tax sale for possible use
as a township hall site.

The plan was to remodel one of
the structures to use as a township

hall, but township officials learned
the proposal was cost prohibitive,
prompting the township to ap-
prove selling the property in
March 2017.

Last month, the township board
contracted with W.T. Architect to
create a proposed site plan for a
township hall. Because having a
full site plan done costs about
$20,000, it was decided to do just
part of the proposed plan to give
officials a rough idea of the best
location and the approximate cost
of the building. The cost to have
that aspect of the work done is
about $4,000, which was ap-
proved.

In other business, the board se-
lected Pennie Rienas as the new
township clerk. She replaces
Joann Peters, who resigned after
serving as clerk for nine years. 

As part of Rienas taking over
clerk duties, she reorganized
records and coordinated files.

The board had talked about

record storage needs several times
and was considering renting
space, but Rienas requested a
delay on that decision until she
had time to organize the paper-
work and sort out papers that no
longer needed to be saved.

Rienas and Supervisor Chad
Daniels spent several hours sort-
ing records stored in boxes into
folders.

Also, the board reviewed pro-
posed gravel work for roads.

Although six roads were on the
list that need gravel, four were se-
lected to have work done. They
are: Warner Road from Delong
Road to Severance Road at a cost
of $12,960; Gilford Road from
Engelhard Road to Severance
Road at a cost of $13,020; Elm-
wood Road from Lampton Road
to Crawford Road at a cost of
$12,360; and Elmwood Road
from Crawford Road to Engelhard
Road at a cost of $11,000.

Ubly appoints Coddington to council 
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

There have been more changes
on the Ubly Village Council.
At the last meeting, Lola Brown

stepped down as president be-
cause of health reasons, but she
asked to remain on the council as
a trustee. Her resignation as pres-
ident was accepted “with regret”. 

Brown was appointed as presi-
dent in March to fill a vacancy
created when David Jaroch re-
signed. The council then ap-

pointed President Pro-Tem Susan
Schrader as president to replace
Brown, and reappointed Brown as
a trustee. And, Trustee Jason Nicol
was named the new president pro
tem.
In addition, the council reviewed

“letters of interest” submitted by
individuals interested in filling the
vacant trustee seat that belonged
to Victoria Rutkowski, who re-
signed from the council in April
because she moved out of the vil-
lage limits.

Those who submitted letters of

interest are Joe Coddington and
Jennifer Roestel.  The council ap-
proved appointing Coddington as
a trustee.

There have been other changes
on the council over the last few
months.

When Jaroch resigned, so did
trustees Larry Gornowicz and
Larry Western. Appointed to fill
those open trustee seats were
Gabriel Turner, Jeffrey Rubin and
Brandon Zdrojewski. They are all
scheduled to serve until the next
election.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

We’ll always need
some good nurses

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
Seth Kappen celebrated his 9th

birthday recently with friends and
family as a special guest at Dow
Diamond in Midland. During the
game he met team mascots Lou E.
Loon and Rall E. Camel, along
with several of the Great Lake
Loons players. As part of the bash
a “Happy Birthday Seth Kappen”
message was posted on the score-
board and he was presented with
a baseball themed birthday cake.
Seth was escorted out onto the ball
field by Dow Diamond staff mem-
bers who led the stadium crowd in
singing happy birthday.

The Owendale Lions Club, rep-
resented by member Fred Sullivan
recently presented its first schol-
arship to Eric Rievert, who plans
to attend Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity to pursue a career as a col-
lege mathematics professor. In
order to qualify for the scholar-
ship, a student had to submit an
application and meet several cri-
teria, including need, academic
achievements and community
service. The club selected Rievert
from among 5 applicants from the
Owen-Gage School following an
extensive review of the applica-
tions and personal interviews.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Vicki Scasny has learned skills
ranging from metal finishing to
welding to painting in her auto-
body class at the Tuscola Technol-
ogy Center in Caro. The
17-year-old Cass City resident is
among 34 students statewide who
were recently honored with
Michigan Department of Educa-
tion “Breaking Traditions”
awards. She will start her senior
year at Cass City High School in
the fall, but plans to stick with the
autobody class.

Star Struck. Cass City’s Ali
Smith poses with Kid Rock during
Friday’s Detroit Pistons game
with the Boston Celtics. Although
the Pistons were eliminated in
Game 6 of the Eastern Conference
finals, meeting the celebrity made
the night memorable for the 14-
year-old.

Red Hawk Chris Zawilinski
clears 6’ 3” in the high jump to
earn all state honors at the Divi-
sion 3 track and field state finals.

We occasionally receive flyers in the mail from various colleges and
distance learning companies specializing in helping folks earn regis-
tered nurse credentials by attending just one class per week.

Really?
After looking at the photos in some of these glossy brochures, it’s easy

to come to the conclusion that my wife, Deb — then a dialysis techni-
cian — blew it when she approached me some years ago about going
back to school to become a nurse.

One of the flyers depicts a gal riding a bike along a walkway next to
a beach — presumably carefree and happy because she was finally an
RN.  Then there’s a photo of three nurses standing together, big smiles
and wearing freshly pressed, matching blue scrubs, every hair in place.
Finally, there’s a mom sitting in a lounger on the beach, hugging a little
girl and captioned, “Love spending a day off with my daughter!”
Frankly, I can’t remember my wife doing any of those things once she

enrolled.  However, I do remember her working hard, very hard, to
reach her career goal.

I don’t know much about the RN program in the brochure, but I’m
pretty sure that if you’re planning to be a nurse, you’d better enjoy that
day off on the beach. The reality is, you’re probably not going to get
many of those, at least not right away.
In all fairness, the small print on the flyer notes that the company pro-

vides test preparation materials and professional tutoring of students,
who must enroll in a college or university to receive their degree.
Deb started out as an emergency room clerk at Hills and Dales General

Hospital in Cass City many years ago.  Later, she landed a job as a dial-
ysis technician and, after becoming a licensed practical nurse, went to
work for the county medical care facility in Caro.  She went on to earn
her RN and now works as an acute dialysis nurse and clinical coordi-
nator for DaVita Dialysis.

It’s a great job, but the hours are often grueling, and like any other
nursing position, the work is extremely demanding.

Having watched her put literally hundreds of hours into her studies
and training (for many months her books traveled with us everywhere,
from campsites to family trips), I gained a real admiration for what it
takes to become a nurse.
I’ve since learned more than I ever really wanted to about the profes-

sion (and watched more episodes of “Dr. G, Medical Examiner” than
most husbands).

But I’m here to tell you nurses are pretty special people.  I believe
most, like Deb, truly enjoy making a difference in the lives of those
they care for, though I’d bet many tire of all the charting, regulations
and inspections.
If you have your sights set on being a nurse, I can guarantee it’ll take

far more than one day a week to get there, but from where I’m sitting,
it’s worth it.  After all, how can a career spent taking care of others be
anything but rewarding?
The world can always get by without another broken down old news-

paper editor, but we’re always going to need good nurses.

Don Galbraith, Henry Cooklin,
Manager Maynard Helwig, Elwyn
Helwig, Rob Alexander, Craig
Helwig, Jeff Hartel, Mike Mur-
phy, Dale Auslander, Ken Lowe,
Jerry Toner and Scott Hartel.
Biggest perch - Gary Ricker re-

cently received a certificate from
the state Department of Natural
Resources for having caught the
biggest perch in the state last year,
3 lbs., 1 oz. 
Mary Lenhard, a senior at Owen-

dale-Gagetown High School, has
been awarded an athletic assis-
tance grant at Saginaw Valley
State College starting this fall. She
will play swing guard and forward
on the women’s basketball team.
This past season, under coach
Archie Robinson, the team com-
piled a 21-6 record. Robinson de-
scribed his recruit as a “good
hustler” and a “fundamentally
sound player in addition to being
an outstanding rebounder and
shooter.”

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Mr. and Mrs. George H. Seamon
of Marietta, Ga., announce the en-
gagement of their daughter,
Jeanne Marie, to Gary Duane Bar-
tle, son of Harvey L. Bartle of
Cass City and the late Mrs. Bartle.
Miss Seamon Is a graduate of
Emory University, with a B.A. de-
gree in French. The prospective
bridegroom is a graduate of Cass
City High School and received his
B.A. in psychology from Michi-
gan State University. He is cur-
rently serving in the mental
hygiene clinic with the U.S. Army
at Kitzingen, Germany. An early
July wedding is being planned, to
be held in Germany.
Tuesday an open student council

meeting (one that takes place in
front of the student body) was
held for the purpose of electing
next year’s student council presi-
dent. Mary Sue Burns handed the
gavel down to new student coun-
cil president, Gary Vollmar, in the
swingout assembly.

Army Private First Class Grant
L. Merchant, 20, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Merchant of Cass
City, Mich., was assigned as a ri-
fleman in the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion near DakTo, Vietnam.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Glenna Lee Asher, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley A. Asher,
will be a 1943 graduate of Central
Michigan College of Education,
Mt. Pleasant. Glenna will receive
a bachelor of science degree and
secondary provisional certificate
on Saturday morning, June 12.
Pvt. Clarence Wright, son of Mr.

and Mrs. Fred Wright, has re-
cently proved to be an excellent
marksman. In a group of over 400
men scooting on a rifle range,
Clarence was third from the top, a
sergeant and a corporal being the
only ones with a higher record.
Clarence is stationed at Camp
Wheeler, Ga., and is in the med-
ical corps.

The annual birthday party honor-
ing Frederick D. Hemerick was
held Saturday evening at the
Hemerick cottage at Rose Island.
A potluck lunch was served. The
evening was devoted to playing
cards. Guests from Saginaw, De-
troit and Marlette were present.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Lyle and Leslie Koepfgen sons
of Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Koepfgen of
Cass City, had a happy meeting in
France recently. Both young men
are in the aviation service, but in
different companies and each has
hoped to meet the other since they
went overseas. One of the aviators
from the camp where Leslie is sit-
uated became lost, and after trav-
elling some distance, sighted a
camp and alighted. In the conver-
sation which followed he learned
that his brother-in-law and Lyle
Koepfgen were both located in
this camp which was 40 miles dis-
tant. The “lost” aviator informed
Leslie of their good fortune on his
return and they arranged to make
their brothers a visit the following
Saturday. Starting that afternoon,
they made the trip in 20 minutes,
remained over night and Sunday
the four men enjoyed an auto trip
and dinner together.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

More than 1,350 students, in-
cluding 8 area residents, have
been named to the Ferris State
University’s spring quarter aca-
demic honor list. The local stu-
dents are Jamie L. Sweeney, R.
Charles Hall and James N. Kritz-
man, all of Cass City; Christina L.
Gaeth and Michael F. Kausch,
both of Owendale; and Chris E.
Kiehl of Ubly, Jennifer A. Bradley
of Snover, and Brady C. Barden of
Kingston. To be eligible for the
honor, a Ferris student must have
compiled a minimum 3.5 grade
point average while carrying at
least 12 quarter hours of work.

The Elmwood Quilting Circle
has chosen 2 seniors to receive
scholarships this year. They are
Tanya Muntz of Gagetown and
Stazha Izydorek. This is the fourth
year the Quilting Circle has given
scholarships.
Debra Lee McClorey and Donna

Lee Finkbeiner, mother and
daughter, are among 18 people
who have earned their high school
diplomas this year through the
Cass City Adult Education pro-
gram. 

Airman Nathan S. Bryant has
graduated from Air Force basic
training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas. During
the 6 weeks of training the airman
studied the Air Force mission, or-
ganization and customs and re-
ceived special training in human
relations. In addition, airmen who
complete basic training earn cred-
its toward an associate degree
through the Community College
of the Air Force. Bryant is the son
of Mike L. and Janet E, Bryant.
He graduated from Cass City
High School in 1992.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Five members of the high school
graduating class and Kathy Kirn,
who is graduating from college,
and their parents were guests at a
breakfast in Salem United
Methodist Church Sunday morn-
ing. During the morning worship
service, they were presented with
a gift. The graduates are Scott
Geiger, Kay Loomis, Laura
Richards, Tammy Stimpfel and
Lisa Wilson.

The Gagetown Women’s Study
Club has awarded its 1983 schol-
arship to Mary Margaret Kappen.
The Cass City High School grad-
uate is the daughter of Gerald and
Catherine Kappen of Bay City-
Forestville Road, Cass City. She
plans to attend Saginaw Valley
State College. The club holds
bake sales during the year and a
June rummage sale to provide
funds for the annual scholarship.
Jack Esau, master of ceremonies

for the Memorial Day service in
the Elkland Township Cemetery
for 24 straight years, kept his
record intact Monday. During
those years, it has never rained
during the service. There have
been some close calls, and the del-
uge that followed Monday was
one of them. (from Rabbit Tracks)

Retiring Campbell Elementary
School teacher Leola Retherford
was reunited Saturday evening
with Dr. Gumecindo Salas, presi-
dent of the State Board of Educa-
tion, whom she taught at
Crawford School. Salas was guest
speaker at the banquet given in her
honor by the Cass City Education
Association. CCEA President Don
Shelke presented him with its first
Cass City School Alumni Honor
Award, to be presented annually to
one individual “for outstanding
achievement as a graduate of Cass
City schools,” Each recipient’s
photo will hang in Cass City High
School.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Paul Kerbyson and Barbara
Tuckey, who graduate from Cass
City High School this Thursday,
were recipients Sunday of the
Julia Murray scholarship, pre-
sented by Father Joseph Morales
Sunday following Mass at St. Pan-
cratius Catholic Church. Each will
receive $250. This is the third year
the scholarships have been pre-
sented.
Champions of the Memorial Day

fastpitch tourney held over the
Memorial Day week end in Cass
City were Bat boy Mike Ware,
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ents throughout the county:
*Janks (William and Ruth)

Fund – Rawson Memorial Dis-
trict Library ($600 to support the
cultural – Manhattan Short –
world festival cinematography
event); Watrousville-Caro His-
torical Society ($500 to update
lighting at Watrousville Mu-
seum); The Good Samaritan
Fund ($5,000 to provide assis-
tance to area needy with utility,
housing and emergency food
costs); Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department ($4,000 to purchase
six Lifeloc Preliminary Breath
Testers and six evidence quality
Canon digital cameras); city of
Caro ($1,000 to support summer
Music at Atwood Park); Caro
DDA-city of Caro ($10,000 to
construct music shelter at At-
wood Park); Human Develop-
ment Commission (HDC)
($1,000 to purchase mobile hot
spot and portable scanner); Tus-
cola County Fair Association
($5,000 to support phase one of
retrofitting bleachers for safety);
Frank E. Schall Elementary
School ($2,850 to purchase sup-
plies for engineering enrichment
program); Anka Akron Veteran
Program ($5,000 to purchase
new beds); Great Start Tuscola
Imagination Library ($5,000 to
support literacy preschool book
program); and Great Start Tus-
cola ($5,000 to support parents
by offering the resources and
items for newborns).

*Andrews (Claude and Etta)
Fund – Anka Akron Veteran Pro-
gram ($1,200 to purchase new
beds); Frank E. Schall Elemen-
tary School ($1,000 to support
engineering enrichment pro-
gram); 211 Northwest Michigan
($2,000 to support 211 resource
call program for Tuscola
County); Tuscola County Fair
Association ($5,000 to support
bleacher retrofitting project); and
Tuscola Technology Center/nurs-
ing careers ($5,000 to purchase
classroom computers).

*Future Youth Involvement
(FYI) Fund – Millington High
School ($500 to purchase music
for band library and for spring re-
wards SAT testing program);

Continued from page one. Vassar High School ($250 to as-
sist with ceramics program);
McLaren Caro Region Hospital
($3,410 to purchase 500 teddy
bears for children in emergency
room); Kirk Elementary School
($3,239 to update technical assort-
ment of reading/math materials);
Muscular Dystrophy Association
($4,000 to support county youth to
attend MDA summer camp);
Christ the King School ($250 to
support chess club); Child Advo-
cacy Center of Tuscola County
($2,500 to support sexually/phys-
ically abused children); Reese
track and field ($4,500 for new
high jump pit); Reese High
School ($4,000 to support weight
training facility upgrades, and
$191 to purchase wireless micro-
phone to promote student partici-
pation in English class);
Akron-Fairgrove High School
($250 for yearbook project, and
$724 to purchase portable runway
and steel vault for indoor track
pole vault training); and Vassar
High School robotics ($5,000 to
support robotics team).

*Cass City HOPE Fund —
$500 to support medical/daily liv-
ing support for a Cass City area
child.
*Connections Human Services

Fund — $2,049 to support area
guardianship program.

*Founders Fund — $500 to
support engineering costs for Safe
Routes to School program; village
of Reese Fire-Rescue ($500 to
support purchase of protective
gear); and Tuscola County Fair
Association ($2,000 for bleacher
retrofitting project).
*Great Start Tuscola Imagina-

tion Library Fund — $24,847 to
provide thousands of free books to
preschool children in the county.
*Anne S. Laethem Fund – Tus-

cola County Fair Association
($500 to purchase and install Her-
itage Hall security system).

*Millington Area Fund –
Millington Helping Handz Min-
istry ($2,000 to purchase supplies
for needy children); and Kirk El-
ementary School ($3,000 to im-
prove student learning
environment with standing desks).

*Millington Community Cen-
ter Fund — $500 to improve
entry sidewalk area.

*Love for Lexie Fund — $500
to provide medical/daily living
support for a Cass City area child.

*Dr. Ed and Dorothy Scollon
Family Foundation — $1,100 to
assist with purchase of drums for
Cass City High School Band Pro-
gram.

*Jerry W. Zuercher Endow-
ment Fund for the Arts – Caro
Music Boosters ($500 to support
drum major camp).

Scholarships

Among the scholarships ap-
proved were the following from
Cass City area funds:

Allison Emmert Scholarship
($500 for one Cass City senior),
Allison and Marjorie Green Me-
morial Scholarship $2,700 for one
Kingston High School student),
Ben Hobart Memorial Scholarship
($200 for one Cass City senior),
Cass City AAUW Scholarship
Fund ($11,250 for seven women
returning to school), Cass City
Junior Citizen of the Year Schol-
arship Fund ($1,000 for one Cass
City senior), Cass City Rotary
Scholarship Fund ($2,000 shared
by two Cass City seniors), Cory
Merz Endowment Fund $1,000
for one Cass City senior), Judy
and Bonnie Weippert Memorial
Scholarship ($500 for one Cass
City senior), Kingston High
School Scholarship ($1,600 for
one Kingston senior), Kally Ma-
harg Endowment Fund ($1,000
shared by two Cass City sen-
iors),Kenna Lynne Peet Memorial
Scholarship ($1,000 for one Cass
City student), Patricia Krol Me-
morial Scholarship ($1,000 for
one Cass City senior), Paul De-
Long Memorial Scholarship
(amount information not avail-
able), Ralph and Marceline
Bublitz Scholarship for Regis-
tered Nurses ($500 for one Cass
City senior), Rawson Foundation
(amount information not avail-
able), Robert and Barbara Tuckey
Scholarship ($250 for one Cass
City senior), Robert and Marjorie
Zander Memorial Scholarship
($5,000 shared by two Cass City
seniors) and the Wallace and
Helen Zinnecker Memorial Schol-
arship ($1,000 for one Cass City
senior).

Foundation set to distribute spring grantsNews briefs
Kingston board has vacancy
KINGSTON — The Kingston Community School District is looking
to fill a vacancy on its board of education.

The appointment will run through November of 2018, when a new
board member will be elected to a full, six-year term. 

Interested persons must apply in writing to school Supt. Matt Drake
at mdrake@kingstonk12.org by Friday, June 15, at 3 p.m. Candidates
will be interviewed during a special board meeting slated for Monday,
June 18, starting at 7 p.m.

Fly-in slated in Caro June 9 
CARO — The Tuscola Area Airport, 1750 Speirs Dr., Caro, will host a
fly-in Saturday, June 9, at 11 a.m.
Along with the fly-in of various airplanes, there will be a car and mo-

torcycle show, plane rides and activities for the entire family.

Project Fresh coming here
CARO — The Tuscola County Health Department is offering Project
Fresh starting this month.
Project Fresh is open to active WIC clients who are pregnant, children

ages one to five, breastfeeding moms with infants up to the age of one,
and non-breastfeeding moms with infants up to age six months.
Also known as the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (FMNP), Proj-

ect Fresh is administrated by the WIC (Women, Infants, and Children)
program, helping to provide healthy and nutritious produce to Michigan
WIC participants, while fostering economic development by promoting
the state’s diverse agricultural products.
The program provides low-income, nutritionally-at-risk WIC partici-

pants with eligible, locally grown, fresh, unprepared fruits and vegeta-
bles from authorized farmers, farmers’ markets and roadside stands
throughout Michigan
Call (989) 673-3199 for more information or to make an appointment.

Shelter proposal considered
CASS CITY – Recent power outages in the Cass City area, including
one in April that resulted in a 25-hour interruption of service, has
sparked discussion focused on emergency shelter locations in the com-
munity.
Cass City Village officials have approached Rawson Memorial District

Library regarding the possibility of the library serving as an emergency
shelter. The issue is being studied.

In addition, the village is working with Tuscola Emergency Services
officials on how to obtain an electrical generator.

Free rec events in Michigan
MICHIGAN – Michigan officials are hosting special events this month
that offer residents an opportunity to enjoy various recreational activi-
ties free of charge.

On two back-to-back days, June 9-10, the Michigan DNR is inviting
residents and out-of-state visitors to enjoy Free Fishing Weekend, Free
ORV Weekend and free entry into state parks. All fishing license, ORV
license, trail permit and Recreation Passport fees are waived those two
days, though all other regulations apply.

Dairy Odyssey set June 16
DECKERVILLE — The next Thumb Dairy Odyssey of 2018 will be
held Saturday, June 16, at Deluur Dairy in Deckerville.

Registration is now open for this event, which will begin with a farm
tour, followed by three educational sessions. The topics on this day will
include what a milk-coop field rep does on farms, fitting, and how a
cow views the world. Participants will investigate what field reps do
on a farm and how they evaluate milking operations. They will learn
what type of equipment is used and how to evaluate the equipment.
The program is designed for ages 9 to 19, but all youth — farm kids,

city kids, country kids, FFA, or 4-H members as well as non-4-Hers —
are invited to attend. The program will begin at 10 a.m. and conclude
at 2:30 p.m. with lunch included. The cost is $5 per child with accom-
panying adults attending for free.

To register, visit the website
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=425183137CACD074,
or stop by the Huron County Extension Office, 1142 S Van Dyke Rd.,
Suite 200, Bad Axe. More information is available by calling (989) 269-
9949 or emailing mbuza@anr.msu.edu.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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THE THUMB Octagon Barn and Agriculture Museum

at 6948 Richie Rd., Gagetown, is part of the Thumb

Area Quilt Trail. There is a map that identifies the loca-

tion of each barn featuring quilts in the Thumb’s three

counties.

Continued from page one.

City Village Manager Debbie
Powell noted.

Northwood Circle street is the
primary street accessing the sub-
division, so the upgrades will have
to be completed in a way that al-
lows residents to access their
homes. The work is expected to be
completed by early October.

Turning to the wastewater treat-
ment plant, plans to replace the
old grit system at the facility are
moving forward.

“It was determined the grit was
getting old and could fail, so it
was decided to replace that before
it happens,” said Powell. “The
cost of that is $141,000.”

The original grit system was in-
stalled in 1981. A grit system is
designed to remove mineral mat-
ter that will not decompose or
break down.
The replacement grit will be pur-

chased from Walker Process Grit
System from Dubois-Cooper, and
Platinum Mechanical will remove
the old grit system and install the
new one.

Also last week, a clerical error
transposing millage levies for
landfill testing and for community
promotions was corrected and will
be forwarded to the Tuscola
County Equalization Department.

Continued from page one.

Council okays
road project,
plant upgrade

prove the location,” said village
Manager Debbie Powell, noting
she has been waiting to hear back
if the placement of the quilt is ac-
ceptable.

The village would like to put
Cass City’s quilt on the DPW
Storage Building so it faces the
village park.
One of the goals of the quilt trail

is tourism to bring visitors through
small towns via both highways
and country roads.

And, another quilt may put the
Cass City area in the national
limelight.

William and Andrea Shagene’s
barn quilt at 6760 N. Cemetery
Rd., Cass City, is being consid-
ered for the cover of the National
Quilt calendar for 2019 because of
the unusual quilt sign. That quilt

Village hopes to join quilt trail
sign on that barn is the largest
barn quilt square in Michigan,
measuring 16 feet by 16 feet.

The concept of putting quilts on
barns started in 2013 when a com-
mittee was formed in Tuscola
County, and the first block was
placed in 2014. The concept of the
quilt trail was inspired when
Donna Groves of Ohio bought a
farm that had an “ugly barn,” so
she painted a quilt block design to
enhance the structure’s look.

The Thumb Area Quilt Trail is a
community effort. The wooden
quilt blocks are painted by stu-
dents at the Tuscola Technology
Center in Caro. The students paint

between a dozen and 18 quilt
blocks during the summer.
Most plywood quilt blocks are 8-

feet by-8 feet and are installed on
barns using a pulley system. Kap-
pan Tree Service of Cass City has
volunteered use of its cherry-
picker bucket truck and workers
to mount the blocks.

A $300 donation is accepted to
cover the costs of creating the
quilt and installing it.

More information can be found
on the website www.thumbquilt-
trail.com. The Thumb Area Quilt
Trail group also has a Facebook
page.

Gentner is sold on Cass City
community’s literacy council

Continued from page one.

Literacy Council, and he struck up a conversation.
“I said, ‘Do you teach old people?’” he recalled. “I said, ‘Legally, I

cannot read’.”
A few minutes later, the pair had scheduled Gentner’s first tutoring

session, and he hasn’t stopped working on his reading and writing skills
since, typically meeting with a tutor a couple times a week.

“And I plan on going (to tutoring sessions) as long as I’m alive, and
as long as someone is willing to put up with me,” he joked during an
interview Saturday at the Cass City library.

“I can’t say enough about the library and the girls (who tutor). I call
them angels,” Gentner added. “And I have a wife at home that really
pushes me. She’s not afraid to help me out a lot.”

Gentner, who has lived in Cass City for the past 13 years, grew up
learning the mechanical skills that would enable him to get by without
reading.

His varied career – involving work ranging from stints in a machine
shop and on an assembly line, to repairing heavy equipment at airports
– took him all over, from Royal Oak to Chicago to Denver, Colo. 

Before retiring in 2000, he worked as a ground equipment mechanic
for United Airlines. “I worked mostly on the big tractors that push the
airplanes. I did mostly brake work,” he explained.
Gentner said he spent 14 years on that job, “but I worked heavy equip-

ment all my life – construction equipment, farm equipment.”
He got his first taste of engine repair at his father’s side on the family

farm in Harbor Beach.
“My dad overhauled farm tractors in the winter time, so that’s how I

got my hands wet,” said Gentner. He attended a country school for
grades K through eight, but as one of 40 to 50 students, he found him-
self completing an eighth-grade education and still not being able to
read. It was a challenge he found too great when he entered high school,
prompting him to leave school for good.

However, the lack of a high school diploma didn’t keep him out of
the workforce. Gentner landed his first part-time job installing tires for
Sears and Roebuck. Eventually he was handling oil and lube tasks, ex-
haust work, tune-ups and brake repairs.
Over the years, Gentner never passed a written exam for employment,

although he found some success in guessing on multiple-choice ques-
tions. “I guessed mostly. It was hit and miss, I guess.

“But when I went out into the shop…they passed me on hands-on
(skills), and the guys that were passing the written part, they weren’t
passing the hands-on.
“It was (frustrating),” Gentner said of looking at a page full of words

and not recognizing more than a “the” or an “and”. “It was terrible.
None of it made sense to me. Before this, if you gave me a newspaper,
I would go to the (comics) and I could figure out what was funny about
them.”
Although he relied on diagrams, drawings and pictures when it came

to reading, Gentner did a convincing job of avoiding the written word,
even around his wife of more than 62 years. “We were married five,
six years before she realized I couldn’t read,” he recalled. “She thinks
it’s (decision to learn how to read) wonderful.”
The Gentners, who have four grown children, nine grandchildren and

five great-grandchildren, have a reputation for giving back to their com-
munity. The couple lend a hand when they can to both the Revive Min-
istries and Gagetown food pantries, and Dick is also a familiar face at
the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro, where he’s been known to vol-
unteer various repair projects for students to utilize in their mechanics,
electrical and construction classes – and he always tries to make it a
point to encourage those young people to take in as much education as
they can, while they can.
It’s a life lesson he knows something about first-hand.
Gentner’s inability to read wasn’t unique, nor is the success he’s en-

joyed through the Cass City Literacy Council, according to Connie
Iwankovitsch, who has served as director of the organization since
2010. Just the same, he’s a good example of how learning to read can
change someone’s life.

“I give his tutors credit for that, and his own desire, and the support
of his wife,” Iwankovitsch said.
The local literacy council was formed in the mid- to late-1980s, thanks

largely to the efforts of former longtime Cass City resident Jane Hittler,
whose passion for helping both the young and young at heart to read
changed a number of lives in the community.

Since the literacy group was established, its offerings have been ex-
panded considerably. Iwankovitsch said examples include GED (gen-
eral educational diploma) prep, education credit recovery, English as a
second language, and reading assistance for the dyslexic learner, as well
as reading and math tutoring in the school system.

The literacy council currently has a half-dozen tutors working with
roughly 20 students in various programs.
Those tutors’ efforts are often unseen in the community, but the impact

they’ve had is life-changing, Iwankovitsch indicated.
“If you have not been a reader, it’s like a person who is color blind”

and is able to see color for the first time, she said. “It is a different
world.”
Gentner couldn’t agree more, although he acknowledged he was a lit-

tle apprehensive at first about asking for help, not to mention the
prospects to trying to learn something that had seemed alien to him
throughout his adult life.
“Thanks to the library – thanks to the people who (tutor) – I just can’t

praise these people enough. The (staff) at the library has been super
with me, too. They did wonders for this old goat,” he joked.
“It’s not easy, but they’re not afraid to back up if they see I’m not get-

ting something,” he said. “They don’t make you feel embarrassed. They
encourage you.

“It opened such a big world for me.”

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Members of the Lowthian family of Unionville have a long history of
pursuing medical careers.
Timothy “Tim” Lowthian is a staff pharmacist at Hills and Dales Gen-

eral Hospital. He is the fifth generation of his family to choose that ca-
reer.

“There is a long list of doctors and pharmacists in my family. Most
recently, my father and grandfather were pharmacists. They owned
Lowthian’s Pharmacy in Unionville,” said Lowthian. “My father died
when I was 16, and my mother wanted me to continue the pharmacy
tradition.”
However, when he was younger, the idea of being a pharmacist didn’t

appeal to him.
“I wanted to work outdoors and work for the Department of Natural

Resources. After some persuasion, though, I entered pharmacy school,”
he said. “It was a great career choice.”

Lowthian has been a pharmacist
for about 36 years. He earned his
license in 1981, attending Ferris
State College. 
“I interned at Bay Medical Center

in Bay City. Then, I was hired there
as a pharmacist upon graduation. I
worked there for eight years before
I went to work for Scheurer Hospi-
tal in Pigeon,” he noted. “I worked
there for 26 years as the director of
pharmacy. I learned so much about
rural healthcare under (Director)
Dwight Gascho.”
In September 2016, Lowthian joined the staff at Hills and Dales Gen-

eral Hospital in Cass City.
Medical careers in the family date back to the late 1800s, with Dr.

Timothy Lowthian also a pharmacist. After his passing, his son, DeMont
Lowthian, was the next pharmacist in the family after graduating from
Ferris College in 1900. His son, Timothy Lyle Lowthian, opened the
pharmacy on Bay Street in downtown Unionville in 1904, which con-
tinued to operate until 1975.

DeMont’s son was the third generation to take over the family busi-
ness. Jack was a fourth-generation pharmacist. He passed away in 1975.
At that time, the pharmacy closed after 71 years of operation. Although
the pharmacy in the heart of Unionville closed, the family tradition of
medical careers continued.

“I have three children. They are all girls - Erin, Sara and Emily. Erin
is in the medical field and works for Scheurer Hospital. Sara and Emily
have chosen different fields,” Lowthian said.
Lowthian says his career is rewarding.
“The best part is being able to work with the entire healthcare team to

make a difference in our patients’ lives and be able to provide quality
healthcare to the patients we serve in a rural setting,” he said. “As for
the hardest part, regulations probably are number one.  The other might
be when we are unable to help someone.”
Although initially he wasn’t interested in becoming a pharmacist, he

doesn’t regret his decision to carry on the family tradition, and he en-
courages others to consider it as a career choice.
“It is a lot of hard work. You must develop good study habits,” he said.

“There are many opportunities in the pharmaceutical industry, and it
can be very rewarding.”

Aside from pharmacists, there are several members of the Lowthian
family who chose nursing as a career.
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Pharmacy family
Hills and Dales’ Lowthian 

comes from a long line of 

pharmacists in the Thumb

Tim Lowthian

A COTTONTAIL rabbit stretches out on the grass in a shady area near Deford

Thursday as temperatures continued into the mid-80s. Cottontail rabbits can

be found throughout most of Michigan, preferring a summertime menu of

grasses, clover, and garden vegetables. The rabbits, meanwhile, are on the

menu for a variety of predators, including coyote, fox, hawks and owls.
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“After opening the pool, staff and lifeguards received complaints of
scrapes and cuts to the feet of swimmers,” Powell said Friday. “The
pool was checked for foreign objects, cleaned and carefully inspected
this week.  There have been subsequent complaints, which make it nec-
essary to close the pool for cleaning and repairs.

“I have asked that the pool be closed in order to make repairs,” she
added. “The pool will be vacuumed and drained (this) week in prepa-
ration for investigating why we are having problems with something
sharp in the pool this year.  After the pool is fixed, we will need two
days to refill the water and test prior to re-opening.

“It is my hope that we can be open in time for the start of swimming
lessons on June 18.”

While the pool was donated to the community 42 years ago as a me-
morial to Helen Stevens, Powell noted the gift did not include an en-
dowment for maintenance and equipment replacement.

“Sadly, repairs needed for this beloved community pool exceed
$100,000, 
more than the small village of Cass City taxpayers can bear,” she said.
“We are actively fundraising to keep our community pool.

“The Cass City park and Helen Stevens Memorial Pool are a recre-
ational destination for fun events and activities, athletics, swimming
lessons and cooling off in the summer heat.  Adults and children alike
need a sense of place to enjoy and make memories, and for many in the
Thumb, that has been the Cass City pool and park,” Powell said. “If
(anyone) would like to support this regional pool and restore it for future
generations, fundraising efforts are already underway.”

Donations for the reconstruction and repair of the pool can be sent to
the Tuscola County Community Foundation in care of the Friends of
Cass City Park. Residents willing to volunteer for fundraising are asked
to call the Cass City Municipal Building, 6506 Main St., at (989) 872-
2911.

Continued from page one.

Village officials close pool
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