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Clerk: August ballot loaded with local proposals
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

It’s going to be a busy election
year in Tuscola County.

County Clerk Jodi Fetting re-
cently released the list of requests
– most of them special millages
for specific purposes — approved
for the Tuesday, August 7, elec-
tion, including two county-wide
proposals and 21 local questions

submitted by various units of gov-
ernment.

In the Cass City area, Rawson
Memorial District Library is ask-
ing voters to support renewal of
.35 of a mill for four years,
through 2022.

If approved, the tax would raise
about $57,000 next year. For the
owner of a home with a market
value of $80,000, the millage
costs roughly $14 annually.

“The library is, in essence, sim-
ply asking for a renewal of the
current operating millage, in order
to continue current operations,”
Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary Director Kate Van Auken
said.

“Property taxes and penal fines
(make up) 86 percent of the oper-
ating budget,” she noted. “Penal
fines — 13 percent of the budget
— are an unstable source of fund-

ing and have consistently gone
down for the past three years. The
library needs these funds for day-
to-day operations.”
In 2017, local library patrons had

access to more than 26,000 phys-
ical items plus 10,500 virtual
items in the Rawson Memorial
District Library collection. More
than 350 patrons are using the li-
brary’s virtual services to check
out downloadable audio, ebooks

and emagazines.
In addition, the library’s 11 pub-

lic computers were used more
than 5,000 times for word pro-
cessing or to access the Internet
for job searches, research, etc.

Patrons borrowed more than
1,280 items from other libraries
through Rawson Memorial, and a
combined 6,448 residents partici-
pated in 454 programs held in the
library’s meeting/study rooms.

Township requests

Among the local units of govern-
ment asking citizens to support
funding requests is Elkland Town-
ship where voters will decide a
proposed one-mill increase for
road construction, improvement
and maintenance over the next six
years.

The tax would raise roughly
$80,000 in the first year and cost
the owner of an $80,000 home
roughly $40 annually.

Ellington Township officials
have a pair of millage renewal re-
quests on the August ballot, in-
cluding three mills for five years
to fund construction, preservation,
improvement, repairs and mainte-
nance of township roads.

Three mills generates about
$115,000 annually and costs the
owner of an $80,000 home
roughly $120 annually.

In addition, Ellington Township
voters will decide the proposal re-
newal of one mill for five years
for fire protection services pro-
vided via contracts with other area
municipalities, including Elkland
Township and the city of Caro.
The tax adds up to about $38,000

a year, costing the owner of an
$80,000 home $40 annually.

Elmwood Township residents,
meanwhile, will decide two mill-
age requests, including a proposed
one-mill increase for 10 years for
the construction, preservation, im-
provement, repairs and mainte-
nance of township roads.

If approved, the tax would raise
$41,000 a year and cost the owner
of an $80,000 home about $40 an-
nually.

Township officials are also ask-
ing residents to support renewal of
1.4985 mills for 10 years, also for
road construction, repair and
maintenance. The renewal amount
generates about $62,500 annually,
costing the owner of an $80,000
home roughly $60 a year.

Also in the Cass City area, offi-
cials in Novesta Township are
asking their citizens to approve re-
newal of one mill for four years to
fund ditching, grading, graveling
and paving of township roads.

The millage raises roughly
$35,800 annually and costs the
owner of an $80,000 home about
$40 a year.

Please turn to page 2.

Click it or ticket this
month in the Thumb

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The annual two-week “Click it or Ticket” campaign is under-
way, with Thumb law enforcement agencies, including the Tus-
cola County Sheriff’s Office, stepping up seatbelt enforcement
as a way to increase seat belt use, save lives and reduce injuries.

The campaign focusing on increased enforcement kicked off
Monday and is scheduled to continue through the end of May.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-

tion (NHTSA), nearly half (48 percent) of the 196 passenger ve-
hicle occupants killed in crashes in 2016 were unrestrained.

Among young adults ages 18 to 34 killed in crashes in 2016,
more than half (57 percent) were unrestrained — one of the high-
est percentages for all age groups.

Please turn to page 6.

HONORING THEIR SACRIFICE – Cass City area residents joined local VFW members and

others in observing Memorial Day with the traditional parade and service at Elkland Township

Cemetery, where World War II veterans (in photo above, right) Bruce Sherman (right) and Earl

Schember placed a wreath at the monument dedicated to the unknown dead.

No veterans to be forgotten in Tuscola County

Please turn to page 2.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

An article in the Cass City
Chronicle last year spurred a
movement to make sure no de-
ceased veteran in Tuscola County
is forgotten.
The newspaper published a story

reporting that Gagetown is be-
lieved to be the final resting place
of one of the cavalrymen in a

group that avenged the murder of
former U.S. President Abraham
Lincoln 153 years ago.
That’s according to Steve Miller,

a Civil War historian from Lake
Villa, Ill., who has conducted ex-
tensive research into what hap-
pened to the 29 Union soldiers
who caught the man responsible
for Lincoln’s death – John Wilkes
Booth.
Miller identified the name of the

Gagetown soldier as John Meyers
— or Myers — Co. C, 16th New
York Cavalry. “I have some infor-
mation about him that was
gleaned from his service record
and from newspapers. There was
an obituary for him in the Cass
City Enterprise in April 1892,”
Miller said in an interview last
year. “I understand that Meyers is
buried in the Gagetown cemetery
under a government headstone,

but I have never seen a photo of
the marker.”

Long-time veterans advocate

Diocese announces parish assignments

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Joseph Cistone, bishop of the
Catholic Diocese of Saginaw, re-
cently announced some parish as-
signments that will impact
churches in the Thumb.

The Rev. Christian Tabares will
go from pastor of Our Lady Con-
solata Parish in Cass City, for-
merly known as St. Pancratius
Catholic Church, to pastor at St.
Francis of Assisi Parish in Sagi-

naw. And, newly ordained the
Rev. Adam Maher will be the
parochial administrator of Our
Lady Consolata Parish.

Our Lady Consolata Parish also
ministers to the Holy Family
Church in Sebewaing, which is an
“additional-use” church; St.
Agatha Church in Gagetown,
which is an “occasional-use”
church; and to St. Michael Church
in Deford, which is also an occa-
sional-use church.

Holy Family, as an additional- Plase turn to page 2.

use church, hosts weekend masses
only, while St. Agatha and St.
Michael, as occasional-use
churches, are generally used only
to host marriage ceremonies and
funerals for current members with
permission of the diocese.
However, because of the histori-

cal significance of the Gagetown
church, Tabares continued to say
mass there one day per week.
St. Agatha was the first Catholic

church in Tuscola County. The
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TUSCOLA County Sheriff Glen Skrent swore in

Emily Cockerill as a new, part-time corrections

deputy. “To be a corrections deputy anywhere in

Michigan, you must pass a physical agility test, a

written test plus a psychological clearance,” Skrent

explained. “After achieving that, she has now

started working here.”

New deputy on duty...

Countywide proposals

All registered voters in Tuscola
County will have the opportunity
to have their say on the issue of
packaged liquor sales on Sundays,
which are currently prohibited.
A group of retailers and others in-

terested in changing the law suc-
cessfully collected enough
signatures to put the question to a
vote, according to Fetting, who
confirmed the group did obtain at
least the minimum 1,399 signa-
tures to place the issue on the Au-
gust ballot.
Some retailers, including Kareem

Khoury, owner of the Quaker
Maid Dairy Store in Cass City, say
the local prohibition on packaged
liquor sales on Sundays proved to
be especially costly last year,
when both Christmas Day and
New Year’s Eve fell on Mondays.

“We really felt the loss of sales
this year the way Christmas and
New Year’s fell. Our sales were
cut in half,” Khoury commented.
“And it is felt especially in the
summer when someone wants to
buy. We have to turn them away
and say that we can’t sell on Sun-
days.”

The debate over packed liquor
sales on Sundays in Tuscola
County was reignited back in De-
cember when some retailers asked
commissioners to make a change.
At that meeting, Tim Wingert of
Wingert’s Food Center, Mayville,
said he had spoken with 14 other
businesses that sell spirits, and
they were all in favor of being al-
lowed to begin offering Sunday
liquor sales.

Wingert estimated the loss of
sales for just his store – due to the
current law — at about $300,000
a year.
Tuscola’s ban impacts businesses

that are near the border with other
counties, including Huron and
Sanilac, which both allow Sunday
liquor sales.

Although commissioners have
the authority to make the change,
they voted 3 to 2 in December not
to do so based on liability con-
cerns.

According to the Michigan
Liquor Control Commission, Tus-
cola and Hillsdale counties are the
only counties, along with a few in-
dividual municipalities across the
state, that prohibit Sunday pack-
age liquor sales.

In 1994, a similar ballot issue
was placed before Tuscola County
voters, who defeated the measure
on a vote of 9,460 to 7,387.

Medical care

Another countywide proposal
will ask voters to approve renewal
of .25 of a mill for the next 10
years to help fund operations at
the Tuscola County Medical Care
Facility in Caro.

The tax generates an estimated
$434,465 annually and costs the
owner of an $80,000 home
roughly $10 a year.

Mary Drier contributed to this
story

Continued from page one.

Clerk: August
ballot loaded

church celebrated its 135th an-
niversary in July 2014.

The first priest there was Father
Krebs, who helped to establish all
of the Catholic churches in Tus-
cola County as well as several
churches in Huron and Sanilac
counties.

“I am optimistic that St. Agatha
Church will continue to be utilized
as an important part of Our Lady
Consolata,” said parishioner
Wayne Dillon, who was among
those who spearheaded to have St.
Agatha recognized as an historic
site.
As part of the Saginaw Catholic

Diocese’s Planning Tomorrow’s
Parishes restructuring that began
in 2013, some churches closed or
were combined with others.
As part of that plan, the names of

some churches were also changed.
That was when St. Pancratius be-
came Our Lady Consolata Parish,
and when Holy Family in Sebe-
waing, St. Agatha in Gagetown,
and St. Michael in Deford merged
to form a new parish under the
umbrella of Our Lady Consolata
as of July 1, 2014.

The parish assignments will be
effective July 2.

Continued from page one.

Assignments

Gail Lesoski attempted to find that soldier’s grave. Although she didn’t
find it, she made another discovery.

“While looking for that grave, I saw so many veterans’ graves that
didn’t have that bronze marker to hold a flag,” she said. “That’s not
right. They all, and I mean all, deserve to be recognized and honored
and have the marker to hold a flag on Memorial Day.”

As part of her mission to have that done, Lesoski contacted Tuscola
County Veterans’ Affairs Director Mark Zmierski.

Thanks to their efforts, there will be more flags and special markers
placed on veteran graves. It’s estimated there could be as many as 7,000
veteran gravesites in the county, and only a small percentage have mark-
ers and/or flags.

This was the first time the veteran affairs office has distributed flags
and markers. The money for the project is coming from a special tax
levy for veteran affairs operations.

“It has been an extensive undertaking to do this,” said Zmierski, re-
ferring to this first year of the project. “As it progresses, it should get
easier to do, involve more volunteers, and keep the list of (deceased)
veterans up-to-date.”
Each veteran’s grave is supposed to have a special metal marker with

the inscription U.S. veteran that holds a flag.
“Michigan Public Act 63 of 1915 provides for the furnishing of suit-

able flag holders and United States flags for the graves of veterans for
memorial purposes, and includes a penalty for the removal or destruc-
tion of the flag holders and the flags when placed,” stated Lesoski, a
widow of a Vietnam veteran who died from Agent Orange complica-
tions.

Previously, making sure a veteran had a marker was normally up to
the family. The veteran affairs office will now take care of that.
Because keeping track of the veterans as they pass is a substantial un-

dertaking, Zmierski and Lesoski contacted veteran organizations, town-
ships officials and some volunteers regarding providing that information
for a database of deceased veterans in Tuscola County Veterans’ Me-
morial Book.
And, Memorial Day was a perfect time to help with that.
“While visiting family cemetery plots in the county, if you notice that

there are veterans’ graves with no American flag and flag holder on
them, call the veteran affairs office with the veteran’s name and ceme-
tery,” said Lesoski. “This is a huge project to make sure there are flags
and flag holders, provided by the county, on every veteran’s grave.

“We don’t want to miss any of them. We know we have in the neigh-
borhood of 7,000 deceased veterans, with Tuscola County connections,
and we have not located burial information for some of them.”

The effort is to honor each veteran from the Revolutionary War for-
ward.

There used to be a book in the early 2000s that listed each deceased
county veteran and burial location, but that effort fell by the wayside
over the years. Volunteers are needed to help with the project. Anyone
interested in lending a hand is asked to contact the Tuscola County Vet-
erans Affairs office at (989) 673-8148.

Continued from page one.

No veterans to be forgotten

872-5114
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Stars and Stripes

After the flag is folded and then tucked in, the flag
takes on the appearance of a triple-cornered hat. It is
to remind us of the soldiers who served under Gen-
eral George Washington, and the sailors and marines
who served under Captain John Paul Jones, who
were followed by their comrades in preserving for us
the rights, privileges and freedoms we enjoy today.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Over the years I’ve attended several events where
the American Flag was raised or lowered, and
watched the intricate folding of the flag to put it
away.

There are several steps to folding a flag — which
takes two people to do properly — to put it away
until its next use.
From time to time, I’ve thought about that, but never

really looked into it. This year, as the flags were
rolled out for Memorial Day I decided I was going
to look at why a flag is folded into a triangle shape,
so I did some research on it. 

The following is some of the information I found
on why the American Flag is folded exactly 13 times
into a pyramid shape.
The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.
The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal

life.
The third fold is in honor and to remember the vet-

erans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their
lives for the defense of our country to attain peace
throughout the world.
The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as

American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we
turn in times of peace as well as in time of war for
His divine guidance.
The fifth fold is a tribute to our country.
The sixth fold is for our heart. It is with our heart

that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America.

The seventh fold is a tribute to our armed forces.
Because of the armed forces, we protect our country
and our flag against all her enemies.
The eighth fold is a tribute to those who entered into

the “valley of the shadow of death,” that they might
see the light of day.
The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood. A tribute

especially for mothers because it has been through
their faith, their love, loyalty and devotion that the
character of the men and women who have made this
country great has been molded. 

The tenth fold is a tribute to fathers, for they, too,
have given their sons and daughters for the defense
of our country.

The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen
represents the lower portion of the seal of King David
and King Solomon, and glorifies in their eyes, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen,
represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in
their eyes, God the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. 

The flag is folded in such a way that the stars are
uppermost to remind us of our nation’s motto, “In
God We Trust.”

Remember to ACT,
prevent a tragedy
The heat is on in Michigan, and although temperatures

were expected to level off a bit, it’s important to remind
all parents and caregivers to be diligent and never leave
children alone in vehicles.

To-date, the lives of seven children have already been
claimed in the United States from heatstroke in vehicles.

The death toll in 2017 was 42 children, and the total
number of U.S. pediatric vehicular heatstroke deaths
from 1998 to the present is 749. On average, there are
37 deaths a year in America due to these circumstances.
Studies show that of the roughly 700 pediatric vehicu-

lar heatstroke deaths that occurred between 1998 and
2017, more than 50 percent of the young victims (400)
were forgotten by a caregiver. Another 27 percent (200)
involved children playing in unattended vehicles.
“We know from past experience that these fatalities can

happen anytime, anywhere, including in moderate tem-
peratures,” said Nick Lyon, Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services director. 

“We don’t want to see this kind of tragedy happen to
any family. That’s why we are asking everyone to help
protect kids from this very preventable danger by never
leaving your child alone in a vehicle, not even for a
minute.”

It doesn’t have to be the middle of the summer for a
child to get overheated.

Even with seemingly mild temperatures outside, the
temperatures inside a vehicle can rise 20 degrees in as
little as 10 minutes. A child’s body heats up three to five
times faster than an adult, making them more suscepti-
ble to heatstroke. Temperatures inside a vehicle can eas-
ily be double the temperature outside.
Too many children have lost their lives to this prevent-

able, heartbreaking tragedy. Together, we can cut down
the number of deaths and near misses by remembering
to ACT:
*A: Avoid heatstroke-related injury and death by never

leaving your child alone in a vehicle, not even for a
minute. And make sure to keep your car locked when
you’re not in it so kids don’t get in on their own.
*C: Create reminders by putting something in the back

of your vehicle next to your child such as a wallet, a
purse or a cell phone that is needed at your final desti-
nation. This is especially important if you’re not follow-
ing your normal routine.

*T: Take action. If you see or hear a child alone in a
car, call 911. Emergency personnel want you to call.
They are trained to respond to these situations.
Several state agencies and organizations have commit-

ted to sharing this important message throughout the
warm weather season. Secretary of State Ruth Johnson
has been a longtime partner in the effort to remind fam-
ilies and caregivers about this easily preventable dan-
ger.

“As in previous years, we’re running awareness mes-
sages in our branches every day during the summer
months to keep this kind of tragedy from happening,”
Johnson said. “There’s no reason a child should ever be
left alone in a car and that’s the message we’re commit-
ted to sharing.”
In addition, Michigan State Police community service

troopers and Safe Kids Coalitions across the state are
working hard in their communities to increase aware-
ness.
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Sanilac County Sheriff Garry Biniecki reports that
the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office kept busy over
Memorial Day weekend.

Sanilac Central Dispatch received 689 calls for
service, according to Biniecki, who said deputies
handled 87 complaints, made 18 arrests and per-
formed 161 traffic stops with 42 citations issued, in-
cluding 133 verbal warnings.

“Sanilac County correction’s deputies booked 17
subjects into the Jail stemming from arrests by
deputies and other police agencies from throughout
the county and the courts,” the sheriff added. “The
marine division was on the water this holiday week-
end in Lake Huron waterways in both Port Sanilac
and Lexington Harbors.  They conducted marine pa-
trols and responded to several boater assist calls and
made several vessel stops.  No water related injuries
were reported and no citations were issued.”
The sheriff’s department also conducted additional

seatbelt enforcement using grant funding, and the
volunteer Aero Squadron conducted safety patrols
from the air along the shores of Lake Huron.

**********

Noting their disproportionate involvement in
crashes, Secretary of State Ruth Johnson recently en-
couraged baby boomers who ride a motorcycle or are
thinking about it to take a returning-rider safety
course, even if they rode in their younger days.

“Riders in their 50s and 60s who are getting back
into motorcycling are strongly encouraged to take
one of the rider education refresher courses we
offer,” Johnson said. “People joke about never for-
getting how to ride a bike, but operating a motorcy-
cle is different. It requires constant practice to
develop the judgment and skills necessary to identify
and avoid hazardous situations on the road.”

Boomers interested in refreshing their riding skills
should look into the department’s Returning Rider
Basic Rider Course and the Advanced Rider Course.
The department also offers a class for three-wheeled
motorcycles, and a Basic Rider Course designed for
those who are new to or wish to review the funda-
mentals of motorcycling.
Johnson noted that male motorcycle riders aged 50-

69 were involved in 34.1 percent of all two-vehicle
crashes involving a motorcycle and 33.6 percent of
all single-vehicle crashes (crashes only involving the
motorcyclist). Female riders aged 40-59 are at the
greatest risk of being involved in either a multiple
vehicle or single vehicle crash.
“Our goal is to keep everyone safe on the road,” she

added. “Motorcyclists should take a rider education
safety course, always wear the proper gear and make
sure they have the motorcycle endorsement before
they ride.”

Johnson made her remarks at a news conference
celebrating May as Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month. Johnson, on a 883 cc Harley-Davidson
Sportster, rode to the news conference with a group
of riders, starting from parking lot of the Capital Area
SUPER!Center, 3315 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing,
and ending at the State Capitol. Speakers at the event
were Special 1st Lt. Jim Flegel, Michigan State Po-
lice, Eric Larson, state director for the Gold Wing
Touring Association, and Steve Lick, a Motorcycle
Safety Foundation RiderCoach, trainer and coordi-
nator for the motorcycle safety program at Grand
Rapids Community College.

The month-long motorcycle awareness campaign
will promote the importance of taking motorcycle
rider safety training, having a motorcycle endorse-
ment, wearing high visibility gear and sharing the
road.

The Michigan Rider Education Program first of-
fered a three-wheeled vehicle safety course through
a public sponsor in 2015. Since then, 33 students
have taken the class. This year, in a pilot program
with Can-Am, 12 Can-Am Spyders have been loaned
to three-wheeled vehicle rider education courses at
Grand Rapids Community College and Schoolcraft
College. Three-wheeled vehicle safety courses are
also available through select private sponsors listed
on the Michigan Rider Education Program training
locator Web page. 
“Three-wheeled vehicles offer another exciting pos-

sibility for riders,” Johnson said. “But whether you
are on two wheels or three, the most important thing
you can do is make sure you have the skills and train-
ing required to ride safely.”
Visit www.michigan.gov/motorcycling for a list of

motorcycle safety training programs across the state.
To learn more about motorcycling and the Michigan
Rider Education Program, go to
www.michigan.gov/mi-rep.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Randy J. Guilds, 58, Caro, was
sentenced to 266 days in the
county jail and 60 months proba-
tion following his plea of guilty
but mentally ill to a charge of sec-
ond degree arson Aug. 29 in Juni-
ata Township.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $1,008
plus restitution of $182,749.83.

*Donald J. Karpuk Jr., 27, Vas-
sar, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail, with worksite privileges, fol-
lowing his pleas of no contest to
three counts of child abuse, sec-
ond degree, last June in Vassar. In
a separate case, he pleaded no
contest to surveilling an unclothed
person Feb. 28 in Tuscola Town-
ship.

In addition to jail time, he was
also placed on 60 months proba-
tion and ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,842 plus attor-
neys fees of $1,000.

*Brent W. Geesey, 26, Milling-
ton, was sentenced to 20 years to
100 years in prison following his
plea of no contest to armed rob-
bery involving serious injury to
the victim July 12, 2016, in
Millington. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $258. A hearing to deter-
mined restitution is to be
scheduled.

*Dillin Jacob-Cole Lewis, 26,
Cass City, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following his plea
of no contest to possession of a
controlled substance Oct. 29 in
Elkland Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,008 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Quinnton J. Phipps, 24, Sagi-
naw, pleaded no contest to a
charge of criminal sexual conduct,
third degree (involving force or
coercion) Jan. 6 in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was con-
tinued at $50,000 and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.
*Thomas W. Perkins, 46, Reese,

pleaded no contest to two counts
of assaulting, resisting or obstruct-
ing a police officer Dec. 17, 2016,
in Reese.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Nathaniel J. Jock, 33, Caro
pleaded guilty to charges of as-
saulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer and assaulting or
obstructing a public officer Feb. 6
in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Stephen C. Dubay, 27, Bay

City, pleaded guilty to larceny in
a building between Sept. 20, 2015,
and Jan. 15, 2016, in Wisner
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Justin S. King, 32, Deford, re-
ceived a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his pleas of guilty
to two counts of falsely reporting
a felony (larceny of a motor vehi-
cle) Nov. 19 in Novesta Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,326 plus restitu-
tion of $500 to the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Department.

*Mickey D. Thompson, 37,
Unionville, was sentenced to 365
days in jail and 36 months proba-
tion following his pleas of no con-
test to child abuse, third degree,
and domestic violence Dec. 8-15
in Unionville.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,308.

*Andrew C. Cobb, 21, Milling-
ton, pleaded guilty to charges of
possession of marijuana or a syn-
thetic equivalent, second offense,
and the purchase/consumption of
alcohol by a minor Sept. 15 in
Millington.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,500. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Sarah M. Phelps, 34, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to domestic vio-
lence, third offense, Dec. 15 in
Tuscola Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Danay R. Herman, 22,
Unionville, received a one-year
delayed sentence following her
plea of no contest to unlawful use
of a motor vehicle Feb. 26 in
Akron Township.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $858 plus attorneys
fees of $500.
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Tuscola County hires director 
for animal control department

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A new Tuscola County Animal
Control director was on the job
two days after he was hired last
week.
Michael Forster was hired as the

new director, pending a satisfac-
tory physical. His starting salary
is $43,793.

Three candidates were inter-
viewed for the position. The inter-
view team recommended hiring
Forster, who comes to the position
with experience, according to Tus-
cola County Controller/Adminis-
trator Mike Hoagland, who noted
he has worked as an animal con-
trol officer in Huron County and
assists at the Thumb Animal Shel-
ter in Elkton.

In addition, Forster is CEO of a
private animal control service,
Echelon Abatement Solution,
L.L.C, but he will have to relin-
quish that position in order to take
on his new role in Tuscola County.

Forster is a member of the Michi-
gan Association of Animal Con-
trol Officers and, as such, is
certified in animal euthanasia.

And, because of his work expe-
rience, he is familiar with working
with animal rescue groups.
Aside from hiring their own ani-

mal control director, county offi-
cials will have to purchase trucks
and containment equipment for
the back of the trucks for when an-
imals are picked up. The esti-
mated cost of the equipment is
$85,000 the first year.
Tuscola County was forced to es-

tablish its own animal control pro-
gram due to changes in Sanilac
County’s animal shelter program.

In 2004, Tuscola County started
contracting with Sanilac County
to have its animal control program
provide services. Although the
arrangement has benefited both
counties, the partnership is ending
because Sanilac Animal Control
Director James Matson, who over-
saw operations in both counties, is

retiring June 25, and two other an-
imal control personnel are leav-
ing.
About 18 years ago, Tuscola of-

ficials stopped funding the shel-
ter’s operation to save money. For
a brief time, the shelter was oper-
ated by a non-profit animal rescue
agency. However, the arrange-
ment didn’t work out, so the
county closed the shelter.

Because there was no longer a
local animal shelter, animals were
routinely abandoned to fend for
themselves, which created prob-
lems.

The arrangement with Sanilac
County to provide the service al-
lowed Tuscola’s shelter to reopen.

Under Matson’s leadership, dog
licensing was at the forefront,
which helped pay for the Tuscola
shelter’s operation expenses.
Under the mutual agreement, Tus-
cola paid Sanilac County about
$148,000 a year, but about
$120,000 of that amount was cov-
ered by license fees.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Wonder if 30
is the new 18

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
The new digital cinema equip-

ment for the Cass Theatre in Cass
City arrived Tuesday morning.
Theater owner Dick Hendrick is
in the process of replacing the
standard system of a reel projector
and film platters to an all digital
format, a trend theatre owners —
large and small — are faced with.

Dameo Jeske of Reese would
like to announce the birth of his
sister Laine Kaylynn Yax. Laine
was born May 15, 2013 at
Covenant Harrison in Saginaw at
1:57 a.m. to Trista Jeske and
Stephen Yax, both of Reese. Laine
weighed 7 pounds and 4 ounces
and was 20.5 inches long. Grand-
parents are Linda Damm Frost of
Reese, Ed Damm of Millington
and Don and Sandy Yax of Cass
City. Great-grandparents are Ar-
lene Frost of Reese, Wilford
Smith of Baldwin and Herbert and
Valirie Yax of Deford.

The former Joy Lynn Steffens
and Randall Lee Perry were mar-
ried June 4, 1988 at the First
United Methodist Church in Vas-
sar. The Rev. Allen DeGraw per-
formed the ceremony. They have
2 children, Tyler Randall and Lau-
ren Grace.

Porter was welcomed home by
his parents Evan and Whitney
(Ganley) Laurie of Cass City. He
was born May 2 at 10:24 p.m. at
Bad Axe Memorial Hospital,
weighing 7 pounds and 8 ounces
and was 21 inches long. Paternal
grandparents are Doug and
Tammy Laurie of Cass City, Ma-
ternal grandparents are Mark and
Sue Copeland of Deford. Paternal
great-grandparents are Jack and
Betty Laurie of Gagetown and
Arnold and Esther Wissner of Se-
bewaing. Maternal great-grand-
parents are Leigh and Janice
Ganley of Caro and Marcia and
the late Robert Copeland of Cass
City. Paternal great-great-
grandfather is Stanley Morell of
Cass City.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)
Army Private Richard C. Lesti-

enne Jr. has graduated from basic
combat training at Fort Jackson,
Columbia, S.C. During the 9
weeks of training, the soldier stud-
ied the Army mission, history and
tradition, and completed physical
fitness requirements. He also re-
ceived instruction in basic combat
skills, military weapons, chemical
warfare, bayonet training, drill
and ceremony, marching, rifle
marksmanship, map reading, field
tactics, first aid, and military cour-
tesy and military justice. Lesti-
enne is the son of Sharon Duke of
Snover and Richard Lestienne Sr.
of St. Clair Shores.

Meets of Champions are de-
signed to pit the best against the
best. And Cass City showed it had
several of the finest 2008 thin
clads at last week’s Huron County
Meet of Champions. Juniors
Lukas Varney and Austin Babich
highlighted the Red Hawks’ pre-
sentations at the elite invitational
and were named Co-Male Ath-
letes of the Meet for their efforts.
“At the end of the meet I wasn’t
sure who was going to get the
award. The Cass City boys of Var-
ney, Babich and (Chris) Childs all
had top performances,” Coach
Amy Cuthrell said.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Salcido of

Owendale announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Susan
Kristi, to Brian Scott Schember,
son of Lyle Schember of Grand
Rapids and Marcia Schember of
Cass City. Susan is a 1988 gradu-
ate of Owendale-Gagetown High
School. She received a Bachelor
of Social Work degree from Sagi-
naw Valley State University in
1992. She is currently employed
at Hillcrest, a Mercy Living Cen-
ter in Detroit. Brian is a 1982
graduate of Cass City High
School. He received a degree in
civil engineering from Wayne
State University in 1987 and is
currently employed as a jobs esti-
mator for Ric-Man Construction
in Sterling Heights.
The U.S. Achievement Academy

recently announced Josh Little has
been named an All-American
Scholar. All-American Scholars
must earn a 3.3 or better grade
point average. Only those selected
by a school instructor, counselor

I have to admit, while watching television news these days, it takes
some doing for a story to make me shake my head, but the Rotondo
family definitely won last week’s prize.
If you didn’t see it, Mark and Christina Rotondo have tried for months

to get their 30-year-old son, Michael, to move out of their home in
Camillus, NY. He has refused, leading to a legal battle that made its
way to New York’s highest court, where the judge sided with the parents
and told junior to pack his bags.

Yes, we’re talking about a 30-year-old man, who argued with the
judge, saying he wasn’t ready to move out yet, and asserting that he
was entitled to six months’ notice before having to vacate the premises.
This, according to a host of news sources, after his folks reportedly have
asked their son to leave in a series of letters earlier this year that offered
him everything from a formal eviction notice to cash ($1,100 to find a
new place) to some good advice (“There are jobs available even for
those with a poor work history like you. Get one.”)
Although Michael Rotondo doesn’t contribute to household expenses

or do chores (according to his parents), he appeared amazed that the
court would side with mom and dad. He told reporters that he moved
back home several years ago after losing a job and/or custody of his
son. In televised interviews, he alluded to some sort of ability to earn
an income, but indicated it would take time.
Take time?  Seriously?
I don’t get it. I mean, I’m aware of some studies indicating more young

people are choosing to live at home for longer periods of time these
days. A Pew Research study conducted a few years ago, for example,
showed an estimated 36 percent of the nation’s young adults ages 18 to
31 (the so-called millennial generation) lived in their parents’ home in
2012, the most in four decades.

But what I don’t understand is why.
Of course, there’s no way to draw any conclusions from this story. We

don’t know if the Rotondos encouraged their son to return home ini-
tially, or if they didn’t put any effort into pushing their son to consider
and prepare for a future while he was still in school. Of if their son is
just lazier than a pet coon.

And, in all fairness, I’m coming from an older generation that fre-
quently shakes its head at a few of this generation’s representatives, the
same way, I suppose, that our parents and grandparents shook their
heads when they looked in our direction.

Still, when I was 19, 20 years old, I couldn’t wait to get out on my
own. I knew I would struggle, but there was something about the chal-
lenge of finishing my education and jumping head first into a career I
had been preparing for since I was a high school junior. And I knew
many peers who were in the same boat.

It was an exciting time.
Now, there’s nothing wrong with adult children living in their parents’

homes, as long as they’re using their time wisely – like working at a
job or pursuing a career that will enable them to be independent when
the time comes. Hopefully, they also contribute to the household in
some way. It some cases it may be the best arrangement for everyone
involved.

But if a kid (in his 30s) is chronically unemployed, rarely helps out
around the house, and is simply enjoying the free ride, I wouldn’t blame
mom and dad a bit for giving them the boot.
I suspect the Rotondos (referred to as “those people” by their son), did

Michael Rotondo a favor.
Clearly nothing else he’s done so far in his life has forced him to grow

up.

representatives who will attend a
citizenship short course in Wash-
ington, D. C. July 20 to 27. Also
attending are Ron Ellis of Mar-
lette, Kathy Pohl of Palms and
Phyllis Shinn of Croswell.
Kennedy will also compete in the
Danforth Leadership Training
scholarship. The award is based
on the 4-H members record ac-
cording to scholastic standing,
leadership in 4-H work and char-
acter. The scholarship is awarded
to the most outstanding “4-
square” 4-H boy and girl in each
of the 50 states and in five Cana-
dian Provinces.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)
Dr. Delbert Rawson who has

been an instructor in the dental
school at the University of Michi-
gan since his graduation there sev-
eral months ago, spent the week
end with his parents, State Senator
and Mrs. Audley Rawson. He left
here for Great Lakes, Ill., where
he will enter the naval service. He
is a lieutenant, junior grade.

The medal of Marksman in rifle
shooting is now being worn by
Pvt. Russell D. Pangman, for-
merly of Decker, because of his
accuracy on the range at the West
Coast Ordnance Training Center
at Camp Santa Anita, California.
In compiling the score that en-
ables him to wear the medal, Pvt.
Pangman fired for record from
four positions, standing, sitting,
kneeling and prone. Half of the
record shooting was done at slow
fire, half at rapid fire.

According to an announcement
made on Monday, Cpl. Charles A.
Doran, Jr., 22, of Deford was one
of three Michigan servicemen
who were cited for gallantry. Cpl.
Doran was presented with a Ma-
rine Corps letter of commendation
for heroic action in the Pacific.
The two other servicemen were
from Grand Rapids.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)
A daughter was born to Mr. and

Mrs. Alex Milligan on Tuesday,
May 28. The lassie has been
named after her grandmother,
Marion McCaw. She will be
called Maisie, the Scotch name for
Marion.

M. B. Auten, Burt Mead and
Hugh Gardner have been trans-
ferred with other members of the
officer candidates of the training
camp at Camp Custer to Camp
Lee, Virginia. The boys left for
Camp Lee the first of the week.

John Dickinson, who has been
the efficient electrician of the Cass
City Telephone Co. for 11 years,
has accepted the position of assis-
tant manager of the Consolidated
Telephone Co. at Bad Axe, having
charge of the Telephone centrals
in Bad Axe, Caseville and Ubly.
Mr. and Mrs. Dickinson expect to
make their home in Bad Axe and
then move to that city the latter
part of June.

Somewhere in France. April 24,
1918. Dear Father: Just a few lines
to let you know that I am still well
and feeling fine and I hope this
finds you just the same. We ar-
rived here at the end of our trip
last Saturday and have just got set-
tled and started to drill again. We
are in a little town way back in the
hills where they don’t hardly
know there is a war I guess, but
it’s here just the same. We had a
fine trip all the way here and I en-
joyed it all the way, saw a lot of
things that I never expected to see
at all and I’m glad I came over
too. The only thing I don’t like is
drilling again I’m stiff as a rail
tonight but will soon get over it I
guess. It rains nearly all the time
here and it’s muddy as the dickens
all over. We are camped right in
town and our quarters are in the
houses and barns around town. All
the buildings are made of brick or
stone and you never see a wooden
building” at all. Wood is very
scarce around here. We can’t buy
anything we want to like we could
in the U. S., and it’s very hard to
get tobacco and I guess they don’t
know what candy looks like at all.
I wish I was where I could get
hold of some right now. I could
eat five lbs. I believe. The only
place we can get anything is at the
Y. M. C. A. and can’t get much
there. Well, dad, as I haven’t any
more paper I will close for this
time and write again Saturday, so
good-bye, with love, Orrin Powell

or other qualified sponsor are con-
sidered. Josh, who attends Cass
City Middle School, was nomi-
nated for this national award by
Mrs. Anscomb. He will appear in
the All-American Scholar Direc-
tory, which is published nation-
ally. Josh is the son of Dennis and
Christine Little. His grandparents
are Keith and Wanetta Little of
Cass City and Stanley and the late
Faye VanVliet of Decker.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  
The third birthday of Douglas

Ball was celebrated Sunday with
a family dinner at the Donald Ball
home. Guests were Roger Parker
and sons Barry and Kevin of Caro,
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Parker, Mrs.
Grant Ball and Mr. and Mrs. Dick
Hunt, Brian and Cari.

Born May 17 to Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Klinkman, a seven-pound,
15-ounce son, in Hills and Dales
General Hospital. Jeremy Robert
joins a 2-year-old brother, Shawn,
at home.

Mr. and Mrs. John LaPeer of
Decker announce the engagement
of their daughter, Susan Ann
Smith, to Norbert Joseph Pruss Jr.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Nor-
bert Pruss of Algonac. Susan is a
1977 graduate of Marlette High
School. Her fiancé is a 1975 grad-
uate of Algonac High School. The
couple is planning an Aug. 29
wedding at St. Catherine’s Church
in Algonac.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 
Rev. Byron Hatch officiated Sun-

day at the christening of five-
week-old Erin Kristine O’Dell,
during the worship service in Trin-
ity UM church. She is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
O’Dell. Family members attended
a buffet luncheon in the Keith
Murphy home after church.

Cornet player Kathy Kirn was
the recipient of this year’s Harold
Ferguson award, presented at the
band concert last Thursday night
by band director George Bushong.
The award is voted by fellow
members to the outstanding senior
member in the Cass City High
School band. Kathy, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kirn, will at-
tend Saginaw Valley State College
in the fall.
Paul Battel finished second in the

Thumb B Conference shot but Fri-
day it was a different story as he
was the winner in regional compe-
tition with a toss of 48-4. Among
the boys’ track squad qualifying
for the State were Chuck Mid-
daugh, 330 low hurdles; the 440
relay team of Chuck Middaugh,
Rick Hollis, Max Morrish and
Phil Hartsell; the mile relay team
of John Tuckey, Steve Richards,
Scott Richards and Rusty Hoag;
Paul Battel, shot put; Rick Hollis.
discus, and Clarke Haire, high
jump.

50 YEARS AGO (1968) 
Mrs. Arthur Little attended an

open house at the John Homakie
home north of Caro Sunday after-
noon in honor of her grandniece,
Karen Jean Homakie, who was
graduated this week from Fair-
grove-Akron High School. She
later visited her uncle and aunt,
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Metcalf, near
Caro.

The Rev. Richard Canfield offi-
ciated at the 4 p.m. double ring
wedding ceremony May 18 in the
First Baptist Church which united
Mrs. Ruth Finkbeiner and George
S. Fisher Sr. Attendants were Mr.
Fisher’s niece and husband, Mr.
and Mrs. Maurice Taylor. Rela-
tives of the couple attended the
ceremony. A dinner was served in
the church dining room following
the ceremony. Upon their return
May 25 from a week’s wedding
trip through the North.

Mrs. Irvin Kritzman and chil-
dren, Jane, Heidi, Mark, Matt and
Gretchen, spent from Thursday
until Friday afternoon with Mrs.
Kritzman’s mother, Mrs. Howard
Loomis. Sunday Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Loomis and family and
Mrs. Howard Loomis took Jane,
Heidi, Mark and Matt, who had
been here since Thursday, back to
Kawkawlin and were dinner
guests in the Kritzman home.

Ken Kennedy, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Emerson Kennedy of Cass
City is one of four Sanilac County
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With the busy summer vacation
season here, Tuscola County Sher-
iff Glen Skrent is reminding driv-
ers and their passengers that doing
one simple thing can save them in
a crash.

“Michigan law requires drivers,
front seat passengers and passen-
gers 15 and younger in any seat-
ing position to be buckled up,” he
said. “Children must be in a car
seat or booster seat until they are
eight years old or four feet nine
inches tall. Children under four
years old must be in the back
seat.”

“(This) mobilization is about
saving lives, not just writing tick-
ets, which is why it is widely pub-
licized,” Skrent added.

Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki agreed, noting that using
a seatbelt reduces the risk of in-
jury or death in a traffic crash by
45 percent.
“Vehicles are safer than ever, but

seatbelts remain the primary
safety device,” Biniecki said. “As
the saying goes, seatbelts only
work if you wear them.  This em-
phasis on enforcement is meant to
remind motorists just how impor-
tant that quick click is.”

During the 2017 Memorial Day
holiday period, 10 people died in
traffic crashes.
The Michigan Office of Highway

Safety Planning is coordinating
the Click it or Ticket campaign,
which is supported by federal traf-
fic safety funds.

Grant-funded seat belt enforce-
ment is part of Michigan’s Strate-
gic Highway Safety Plan signed
by Gov. Rick Snyder in 2013.

Continued from page one.

Seatbelts
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News briefs
4-H plant workshop slated
BAD AXE – Huron County 4-H youth are invited to participate in a 4-
H plant workshop slated for Saturday, June 2, at 10 a.m. at Errer’s
Greenhouse, 283 W. Pigeon Rd. (M-142), Bad Axe.

Plants and soil will be provided. Participants are asked to bring an 8-
inch planter pot or larger, or they can purchase a 12-inch planter pot at
Errer’s Greenhouse.

There is no charge, unless you are purchasing a 12-inch planter. One
planter per youth; and youth must be present (parents will not be al-
lowed to plant for other youth).
This will be the last 4-H project workshop offered for the 2017-18 4-

H year prior to the Huron Community Fair. Registration is required by
contacting either Patti or Kari at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 609 or 604).

Area students set to save
KINGSTON – Kingston students are prepared to save a life.

Last year a law was passed that all seniors have to know how to per-
form CPR (cardio pulmonary resuscitation) as well as complete AED
(automated external defibrillator) training. And, over a two-day period,
more than 200 Kingston School District students were taught those live
saving methods.

Teacher Matt Fields and Kingston Fire Chief Jeff Mallory, who also
works in the school district’s maintenance department, provided the stu-
dents with the training.

“The training was done in the same room where an AED had to be
used to save a student two years ago,” said school Supt. Matt Drake.
“A high school student was in the weight room when he dropped. They
hooked the AED up to him and literally brought him back from the
dead.”

Festival offers cars, crafts
CARO – The Caro’s Chamber of Commerce’s 29th annual Cars and
Crafts celebration will be Friday, June 1, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sat-
urday, June 2, from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.

The festival will feature a car and bike show in the downtown area.
Other events include bounce houses, peddle car races, face painting,
craft and food vendors galore, and much more.

School officials moving on
KINGSTON – Kingston School teacher Matt Ferguson recently re-
signed, effective at the end of the school year, to pursue a job opportu-
nity in the private sector, and board of education Vice President Anthony
Goss resigned effective immediately due to a move to closer work.
The school board accepted both resignations “with regret.”
In other school news, students who made the honor roll two out of

three marking periods during the year will get to go to Bay Shore Camp
for a day of fun Monday, June 4. And, sixth grade students will be head-
ing for the high school to undergo orientation Wednesday, June 6, and
there will be a ceremony Thursday, June 7, to wish those students the
best of luck.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

A SMALL GROUP of turkey hens forage in an unworked garden near Cass

City. A number of area hunters have reported success during this year’s hunts.

In the spring of 2017, more than 90,770 Michigan hunters harvested 30,386

turkeys, making the state’s turkey harvest the eighth highest in the country.
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THE TUSCOLA County Treasurer’s Office recently lost more than 50 years

of experience following a pair of retirements. Deb Young, at right, retired after

29 years of service to the county, while Karen Haslett Hopp retired after 22

years of service. Patricia Donovan-Gray has served as treasurer for 46 years.

Ubly farm market makes debut,
Cass City market won’t return

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle 

It’s that time of year when farm-
ers’ markets are starting, while
others from the past have fallen by
the wayside.

Among the newest markets is
one in the village of Ubly in Vet-
erans’ Memorial Park. The market
is open now and will remain open
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each Satur-
day through Sept. 15 (except for
July 14 during the community’s
annual Homecoming celebration).
Aside from produce, vendors are

offering woodworking and craft
items. More information is avail-
able by calling (989) 315-1225.
There is one farmers’ market that

opened last year in Cass City that

will not be returning this year.
“There will be no farmers’ mar-

ket this year. The EDC (Economic
Development Corporation) from
Caro sponsored the one held at the
old Campbell Elementary School
last year. They are not doing it this
year,” said Cass City Chamber of
Commerce Administrator Judy
Keller.  

“There were a group of four of
us who tried to put one together
for this year to be held at Rotary
Park, but we were not able to get
anyone to commit to it.”

However, some interest was ex-

pressed in the possibility of rent-
ing the former Antique Mall in the
downtown Cass City for a farm-
ers’ market operated by the Amish
during the April meeting of the
local downtown development au-
thority.
The authority’s chairman, James

Kranz, requested that the Amish
present a written rent proposal for
consideration.

There are about 300 farmer mar-
kets operating in the state, accord-
ing to the Michigan Farmers’
Market Association.

Kingston brick funderaiser on

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Fundraising is underway in the Kingston School District to help pay
for construction of a new outdoor concession stand/ticket booth.

The district’s athletic department wants to update the entrance to the
football, baseball and softball fields, and the track.

“In the original bond issue last year, a new outdoor concession stand
with water and sewer connections for a bathroom facility (was in-
cluded), but that was one of the items we heard from the community
that we shouldn’t spend money on, so in the revised bond issue, which
was approved, we took the concession stand out,” explained school
Supt. Matt Drake.

“However, we still have a need for a ticket/concession stand, so we
are working on fundraisers and contacting community foundations.”
The engraved bricks that are being sold will fill the walkway leading

up to the new concession stand/ticket booth.
“We are thinking about putting the stand up a little closer to the school.

Nothing is 100 percent sure because we don’t have the money yet or a
design for the building,” Drake said. “We are thinking about having a
few picnic tables near the concession, and some port-a-potties.”
The standard four inch by eight inch brick size comes with options to

choose from. There are also eight inch by eight inch brick options avail-
able.

“Buying a brick would be a nice way to commemorate current and
past students, friends or businesses,” Drake noted.

A link to the Kingston High School Brick Project can be found at
http://www.brickmarkersusa.com/donors/kingston.html.
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Pancake Supper 
Friday June 1st 

4-7:30pm 
Cass City Gun Club 

2676 N. Englehart Rd. 
 

Adult Price: $6  
(Suggested Donations) 

 
Take Outs Available Call: 

Place your order at 989-872-5395 
 

All proceeds go toward Relay for Life 

Relay Team: Crusaders 
Please join us in the  

fight against cancer!!!  
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FOR THE FIRST time in 15 years, there was a blessing of the fleet at the Bay

Port Fish Company. The ceremony included presentation of a state resolution

to the Williams family, which has owned and operated the business for four

decades. Above, accepting the resolution are (from left) Lakon Williams and

Tod William from State Rep. Dr. Edward Canfield (R-Sebewaing).

2018 plat book sales
on to benefit Tuscola
County 4-H programs
The biggest fundraiser for the Tuscola County 4-H program is under-

way.
The 2018 Tuscola County Plat Books are now available to purchase at

the Michigan State University Extension - Tuscola County Office in
Caro, as well as at some area banks.

The cost of the book is $35, and proceeds go to support the 4-H pro-
gram.

Tuscola County Board of Commissioners had a hand in helping get
the plat book together.

In late 2017, commissioners approved the request of 4-H officials to
buy the information from the county’s geographic information system
(GIS). GIS is a framework for gathering, managing and analyzing prop-
erty data. 

The commissioners approved the agreement because it provides 4-H
with a better opportunity to maximize their fundraising goals.

Plat books are only printed every four years.
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Health officials: warm weather
brings tick bites, risk of disease

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Now that the weather is finally
cooperating so the outside can be
enjoyed, state and local health of-
ficials are reminding residents to
be aware of tiny insects that can
present a big health risk.
Health departments in the Thumb

have issued a warning about ticks
and the diseases they can carry.

“The tick that is responsible for
carrying Lyme’s Disease has been
found in the Thumb,” said Ann
Hepfer, who serves as health offi-
cer for both the Tuscola County
and also the Huron County health
departments.

Although ticks can spread multi-
ple illnesses, Lyme disease is the
most commonly reported tick-
borne disease in the state. Lyme
disease is caused by the bacterium
Borrelia burgdorferi and is trans-
mitted by the blacklegged/deer
tick.

In 2017, there were more than
300 human cases of Lyme disease
reported, and approximately two
out of three cases reported expo-
sure in Michigan. Lyme disease
infected ticks have currently been
identified in 34 of Michigan’s 83
counties.

Information about Lyme disease
risk by county is available at

Michigan.gov/lyme.

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) re-
ported diseases spread by mosqui-
toes, ticks and fleas tripled in the
U.S. from 2004 to 2016. The re-
port also concluded that Lyme dis-
ease is an increasing concern for
Michigan.
“We highly advise you to follow

the recommendations put out by
MDHHS (Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services),”
said Hepfer.
Those recommendations include:

*Avoid tick-infested areas. Walk
in the center of trails to avoid con-
tact with overgrown grass, brush
and leaf litter at trail edges.

*Protect your pets too! Dogs and
cats can come into contact with
ticks outdoors and bring them into
the home, so using tick prevention
products on pets is also recom-
mended.

*Use insect repellent, and apply
repellent containing DEET (20-30
percent) or Picaridin on exposed
skin. Also, treat clothes (espe-
cially pants, socks and shoes) with
permethrin, which kills ticks on
contact or buy clothes that are pre-
treated. Do not use permethrin di-
rectly on skin. Always follow the

manufacturer’s instructions when
applying repellents.

*Always check for ticks on your-
self and your animals after being
outdoors, even in your own yard. 

*Inspect all body surfaces care-
fully, and remove attached ticks
with tweezers. To remove a tick,
grasp the tick firmly and as
closely to the skin as possible.
With a steady motion, pull the
tick’s body away from the skin.
Cleanse the area with an antisep-
tic.

*Bathe or shower as soon as pos-
sible after coming indoors (prefer-
ably within two hours) to wash off
and more easily find ticks that are
crawling on you. Washing cloth-
ing in hot water and drying on
high heat will kill ticks in cloth-
ing.

“If you do need assistance with
tick identification, you can call or
visit your local health department
or submit ticks to MDHHS for
identification and possible Lyme
disease testing, free of charge,”
Hepfer noted. “Or residents can
send electronic photos of ticks to
the MDHHS for identification to
MDHHS-Bugs@michigan.gov.”

For more information on how to
submit tick and/or photos, visit
Michigan.gov/lyme.


