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Memorial Day observances set

A SMALL ARMY of volunteers, including members of the local historical so-

ciety, high school students and area home schooled students and parents, rolled

up their sleeves last year to ensure the graves of veterans buried at Elkland

Township Cemetery were properly marked with American flags in preparation

for Memorial Day weekend. Pictured above doing their part are (from left)

Marissa Linzner, Hailey McArthur and Dori Battel.

New mental health court program
slated to launch inTuscola County

THE WILLIAM and Andrea Shagene barn at 6760 N.

Cemetery Rd., Cass City, is being considered for the

cover of the 2019 National Quilt calendar because of its

unusual quilt sign, which is the largest barn quilt square

in Michigan at 16 feet by 16 feet. Plywood sheets are

painted with a variety of quilt designs and placed on

barns as part of the Thumb Quilt Trail in Tuscola,

Huron and Sanilac counties. By the end of summer, 15

new quilts designs will be going up on barns, bringing

the number of barn quilts to 100, according to Thumb

Quilt Trail President Pamela Stillwell-Binder. (Photo

courtesy of Terry Klein) 

THE DEFORD Dazzlers 4-H Club Rocketry Team ac-
cepts this year’s first place award in the Team Amer-
ica Rocketry Challenge (TARC) presentation
competition in The Plains, Va. Team members are
(second from left) Ethan Thane (from left), Mia
Wright, Alexander Hansen, Teresa Tomasino and Sam
Gordon. See story, page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Circuit Court
officials are gearing up to imple-

ment a second “problem-solving
court” – this one targeting defen-
dants struggling with mental
health issues that have resulted in
repeated brushes with the law.

“Tuscola County is making an-
other leap forward with the imple-
mentation of the Tuscola Mental
Health Court (TMHC),” an-
nounced Melissa Caister, who will
be serving as program coordinator
for the new court.
“In October 2017, we announced

we were awarded a grant in the
amount of $24,500 from the
Michigan Mental Health Court
Grant Program Planning Grant ad-
ministered by the State Court Ad-
ministrative Office (SCAO),”
Caister noted.
Over the past seven months, Tus-

cola County Chief Judge Amy
Gierhart along with Caister, Tus-
cola Behavioral Health Systems
(TBHS) officials and the rest of
the Tuscola Mental Health Court
Team have been working to create
the TMHC program.
According to Caister, the TMHC

will provide and oversee intensive
supervision combined with treat-
ment for individuals accepted into
the program due to their involve-
ment in various felony crimes.
The goal, she explained, is to as-
sist offenders in achieving long-
term stability, becoming
law-abiding citizens, and becom-
ing successful in their communi-
ties, thereby reducing recidivism

Please turn to page 2.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City area residents will
honor the nation’s fallen heroes
this month just as they have for
many decades; with Memorial
Day observances designed to
demonstrate the community’s re-
spect, gratitude and desire to
honor those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for freedom.

The traditional Elkland Town-
ship Memorial Service will kick
off Monday at about 10:30 a.m.
next to the cemetery chapel fol-
lowing the annual parade, which
is scheduled to get underway at 10

a.m. at the corner of Main and
Seeger streets in Cass City.

Line-up for the procession will
begin at 9:30 a.m., according to
Joe Merchant, commander, VFW
Post 3644, who noted local VFW
members will continue the tradi-
tion of placing a wreath at the
downtown veterans’ memorial be-
fore proceeding to the Elkland
Township Cemetery.

Of course, those planning to at-
tend can look forward to viewing
the VFW Post’s impressive “Av-
enue of Flags”, a display of
roughly 120 flags posted along the
main drive at the cemetery.

The flag display is an integral

part of the day’s observance, serv-
ing as a powerful reminder of
what the holiday is all about –
honoring the memory of men and
women whose service to their
country paved the way for the
freedom their fellow citizens
enjoy to this day. 

This year’s service at the ceme-
tery will again be led by Master of
Ceremonies Mark Zmierski, sen-
ior chief, U.S. Navy retired.
“It’s an event we look forward to

every year. It’s nice to see the dif-
ferent generations that come out,”
said Zmierski, referring to a cere-
mony that typically draws an esti-

Local barn in national spotlight...

Please turn to page 7.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Representatives of a proposed medical marijuana facility in Cass City
say there’s a time crunch related to the local council’s decision on
whether or not to allow a licensed cannabis growing and cultivation
business to set up shop in a Garfield Avenue factory. 

Gary Vollmar, president of Millennium Industries, and his longtime
business partner, Gus Ploss, asked trustees Monday at the regular
monthly meeting of the Cass City Village Council for an update on the
request they submitted last month for a special-use permit to grow med-
ical marijuana in town.

The $1.5 million initial investment calls for a 25,000-square-foot fa-
cility to be located inside the current Millennium building. The facility
would have 24/7 security, and all employees would undergo stringent
background checks, according to Vollmar and Ploss. They also assured
village officials there would be safe guards in place for waste disposal
and odor control.
Operations at Millennium Industries, which engages in the design, de-

velopment, manufacture, and distribution of automotive fuel systems
and engine component parts, would remain unchanged, they said.

The requested Class C grower license allows for up to 1,500 plants,
and the project is expected to create up to 35 permanent jobs with an
annual payroll of more than $1.2 million in the first year and over $2
million by year five, according to Vollmar and Ploss. In addition, the
business would generate an estimated $40,000 in property taxes, and

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Public School District’s newly-formed school security
committee is wasting no time in making recommendations to implement
measures designed to increase student safety.
During Monday night’s rescheduled monthly board of education meet-

ing, school Supt. Jeff Hartel reported the committee has met twice so
far. “We’ve been having good discussions on just tightening things up,”
he said of the group, composed of about a dozen school officials, board
members and citizens.

The committee has looked at a number of measures to better secure
classroom doors, and while a number of those options are expensive,
the committee is recommending purchasing and installing barrel locks
for all classroom doors, enabling teachers to secure doors from the in-
side, he said, noting the cost is only about $15 per lock.
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������������Cass City seniors again  awarded
thousands in college scholarships 

Members of the Cass City High
School Class of 2018 have se-
cured thousands of dollars in
scholarships, to help cover the
cost of pursuing their college ed-
ucations.

The total includes more than
$37,000 awarded by area service
clubs, organizations, school
groups and scholarship funds es-
tablished by families in the Cass
City community.

The following is a list of student
recipients and the local scholar-
ships presented to them during last
week’s annual Cass City High
School Senior Honors Night:

*Jamison Biskner-Kruse –
Robert and Marjorie Zander
($2,500), Leone Lee Shaw
($1,000), Cass City Lions Club
($500) and Mt. Moriah Lodge
($500).

*Kelsey Bouverette – Ben Ho-
bart (no amount available).

*Dakota Cook – Judy and Bon-
nie Weippert ($500).

*Sayge Cuthrell – Cass City
High School Student Council
($200), Kally Maharg ($500),
Cass City Athletic Boosters (no
amount available) and Cass City
Gavel Club ($800).

*Lauren Dickinson – Cass City
PTO ($300) and Kiebler Insur-

ance ($200).  
*Lauren Fernald – Cass City

PTO ($300) and Cass City Gavel
Club ($800).

*Megan Graham – Cass City
High School Student Council
($200), American Red Cross
($500), Anna Marjorie MacRae
($546), and Covenant Healthcare
($2,000).

*Brandon Hamilton – Cass City
Athletic Boosters (no amount
available).

* Claire Kausch – Mt. Mariah
Lodge ($500).

*Riley Klein – Wallace and
Helen Zinnecker (no amount
available) and Ed Jagosz (no
amount available).

*Haley Leppert – Cass City
Lions Club ($500).
*Baylee Murphy – Cass City Ro-

tary Club ($1,000).
*McKenna Nye – Tuscola

County Sheriff’s Mounted Divi-
sion (no amount available),
Clydesdales Breeders of USA
($750) and Michigan Drafthorse
($500).

*Jaclyn Palmer – Mt. Moriah
Lodge ($500).

*Nicholas Perry – Mt. Moriah
Lodge ($500).

*Eric Peters – Cass City Fire-
fighters (no amount available),
Thumb Bank ($500), Kally Ma-
harg ($500) and Cass City Gavel

Club ($500).
*Seth Roggenbuck – Mt. Moriah

Lodge ($500).
*Bailee Ross – Rawson Founda-

tion ($1,200 annually), Allison
Emmert (no amount available)
and Mt. Moriah Lodge ($500).

*Ben Sanders – Mt. Moriah
Lodge ($500).
*Sami Stern – Ralph and Marce-

line Bublitz ($500) and Barb and
Robert Tuckey ($250).

*CarLee Stimpfel – Cass City
Firefighters (no amount avail-
able).

*Brittany Swiderski – Patricia
Krol ($1,000) and Rawson Me-
morial ($1,200 annually).

*Robert Weaver – Cass City
School Board ($500), Cass City
Rotary Club ($1,000), Robert and
Marjorie Zander ($2,500), Olaf
Goodell ($1,000) and Kiwanis
Club of Caro ($500).
*Ryllie Weiler – Cass City Lions

Club ($500).
*Reed White – Cass City Lions

Club ($500), Mt. Moriah Lodge
($500) and Cass City Gavel Club
($800).

*Kaitlin Witherspoon – Cass
City Lions Club ($500).

*Zane Wright – Cass City Fire-
fighters (no amount available).

*Nicolette Younglove – Kenna
Lynne Peet ($1,000) and Cory
Merz ($1,000).

and jail expenses to the commu-
nity.
“We are pleased to announce that

TMHC is currently accepting re-
ferrals — defendants with severe
and persistent mental illnesses,
who are facing felony charges in
Tuscola County,” Caister said. “If
eligible, referrals can start partici-
pating in the TMHC program as
of July 2.
“Referral forms can be submitted

by attorneys, probation officers,
judges, therapists, family and
friends or self-referral,” she said.
All referral forms will be sent to

Caister, who will determine legal
eligibility with the assistance of
the Tuscola County Prosecutor’s
office.

“Once legal eligibility is con-
firmed, the referral will be sent to
TBHS to complete an assessment
for program eligibility,” Caister
continued. “After all assessments
have been completed, the TMHC
team will review and determine
whether the referral is appropriate
for TMHC. Ultimately, the refer-
ral will have to be sentenced to the
TMHC…prior to starting the pro-
gram.

“The length of this program per
participant is 15 to 18 months
long. Each participant will work
with MDOC (Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections) Probation
(and) Tuscola Behavioral Health
for treatment and case manage-
ment, while working through var-
ious program requirements based
on their needs,” she said.

The new TMHC will work
closely alongside TBHS in this
venture to plan and develop a pro-
gram that will improve the safety,

Continued from page one.

Mental health court to launch in county
health, and outcomes of those in
our community, according to
Caister.
“The mission of the TMHC is to

enhance public safety and reduce
recidivism of criminal defendants
who suffer from serious mental
illness by connecting these defen-
dants with mental health treatment
services, and to connect them with
appropriate community services
to get back on track,” she said.
Mental health courts in Michigan

have been in place since the late
2000s, according to the SCAO,
which funded eight pilot mental
health court programs from fiscal
year 2009 through 2013.
In 2014, mental health courts ex-

panded, totaling 20 active pro-
grams (17 adult and three
juvenile), with several other juris-
dictions in the planning stages.

Mental health court programs
have reported favorable outcomes,
according to SCAO officials, cit-
ing the Michigan Problem-Solv-
ing Courts Performance and
Outcomes Report, which con-
cluded that 46 percent of partici-
pants had successfully completed
the program.
Of those that completed the pro-

gram, 36 percent improved their
employment status, 47 percent im-
proved their educational level, 95
percent improved their quality of
life, 97 improved their mental
health, and 84 percent were com-
pliant with medication, according
to the report.

In addition, mental health court
participants had a lower recidi-
vism (repeat offense) rate 12
months after admission into the
program, compared to comparison
group members. The recidivism
rate for the mental health court
participants was four percent,

compared to a recidivism rate for
the comparison group of 22 per-
cent.
Mental health courts are modeled

after drug courts and were devel-
oped in response to the overrepre-
sentation of people with mental
illnesses in the criminal justice
system. Mental health courts di-
vert select defendants with mental
illness into judicially-supervised,
community-based treatment.

In general, defendants are invited
to participate following a special-
ized screening and assessment,
and they may choose to decline
participation. For those who agree
to the terms and conditions of
community-based supervision, a
team of court staff and mental
health professionals work together
to develop treatment plans and su-
pervise participants in the com-
munity.

Tuscola County’s trial courts
along with those in Huron and
Sanilac counties entered into a
partnership in 2013 to establish
another problem-solving court —
the Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court (TRSC) — which utilizes a
similar approach in providing as-
sistance to repeat offenders con-
victed of alcohol- and drug-related
driving offenses.

The goal has been to provide
support that enables eligible de-
fendants to overcome their addic-
tions, and the program has proven
effective.
In fact, the TRSC hosted its ninth

“graduation” ceremony last
month, acknowledging 10 individ-
uals who have successfully com-
pleted the intensive treatment
court program. To-date, the court
has successfully graduated more
than 70 individuals.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

God’s house of cards

So, when I want to talk to God and thank Him, I just
pull out this old deck of cards and they remind me of
all that I have to be thankful for.

The sergeant just stood there and after a minute,
with tears in his eyes and pain in his heart, he said,
“Soldier, can I borrow that deck of cards?”

This is a reminder to take the time to pray and ap-
preciate our soldiers who put their life on the line
fighting for us, to appreciate those who served, and
to especially remember the fallen on Memorial Day.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

My mother had a silver jewelry box where she kept
jokes and sayings she liked. When she passed, I in-
herited that box.
One of the keepsakes in the box was a slip of paper

that explained how a deck of playing cards could be
connected to the Bible.

The meaning behind a deck of cards has a special
meaning for me. When my oldest son was growing
up, we played a lot of cards, and because he gave his
life for his country when serving in the U.S. Army. 
So, this keepsake that explained how a deck of cards

is connected to religion makes me think of him.
The keepsake note explained:

A young soldier was in his bunkhouse all alone one
Sunday morning. It was quiet that day, the guns and
the mortars, and land mines for some reason hadn’t
made a noise.

The young soldier knew it was Sunday, the holiest
day of the week. As he was sitting there, he got out
an old deck of cards and laid them out across his
bunk.

Just then an Army Sergeant came in and asked,
“Why aren’t you with the rest of the platoon?”
The soldier replied, “I thought I would stay behind

and spend some time with the Lord.”
The sergeant said, “Looks like you’re going to play

cards.”
The soldier said, “No sir, you see, since we are not

allowed to have Bibles or other spiritual books in this
country, I’ve decided to talk to the Lord by studying
this deck of cards.”

The sergeant asked in disbelief, “How will you do
that?”
“You see the Ace, Sergeant; it reminds that there is

only one God.
The Two represents the two parts of the Bible; Old

and New Testaments.
The Three represents the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Ghost.
The Four stands for the Four Apostles: Matthew,

Mark, Luke and John.
The Five is for the five virgins. There were ten, but

only five of them were glorified.
The Six is for the six days it took God to create the

Heavens and Earth.
The Seven is for the day God rested after working

the six days.
The Eight is for the family of Noah and his wife,

their three sons and their wives, in which God saved
the eight people from the flood that destroyed the
earth for the first time.
The Nine is for the lepers that Jesus cleansed of lep-

rosy. He cleansed ten but nine never thanked Him.
The Ten represents the Ten Commandments that

God handed down to Moses on tablets made of stone.
The Jack is a reminder of Satan. One of God’s first

angels, but he got kicked out of heaven for his sly and
wicked ways and is now the Joker of eternal hell.
The Queen stands for the Virgin Mary.
The King stands for Jesus, for He is the king of all

kings.
When I count the dots on all the cards, I come up

with 365 total, one for every day of the year.
There are a total of 52 cards in a deck, each is a
week, 52 weeks in a year.
The four suits represent the four seasons: spring,
summer, fall and winter.
Each suit has thirteen cards. There are exactly thir-

teen weeks in a quarter.

Remember those
who have served

Memorial Day has increasingly become a holi-
day weekend devoted to family gatherings, trips
to the beach, barbecues and fireworks, with some
folks giving very little thought to the men and
women who have died while serving their coun-
try.

We’re proud to say, however, that a host of citi-
zens in Cass City and in our surrounding com-
munities still give Memorial Day the respect it
deserves.
Sure, our families enjoy outings, camp fires and

cookouts over the holiday weekend, but there is
a sense of deep appreciation that coincides with
what the members of our armed services —
specifically those who have paid the ultimate
price — stand for: patriotism, honor, dedication
and sacrifice.
In the Cass City community, folks still remember

to remove their hats when they recite the Pledge
of Allegiance or hear the first note of the Star
Spangled Banner.
You can see that same demonstration of patriot-

ism in each and every one of the 600 or so flags
volunteers with the Cass City Area Historical and
Genealogy Society place on the graves of veter-
ans resting at Elkland Township Cemetery a week
prior to the Memorial Day holiday.  You can also
see it in the faces of members of Cass City Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 3644 as they set up
their impressive “Avenue of Flags” in honor of
their comrades.
These folks aren’t teenagers, and yet regardless

of age, they go about placing this tribute with a
sense of purpose.  And respect.

Memorial Day, formerly known as Decoration
Day, originated after the American Civil War to
commemorate the Union and Confederate sol-
diers who died in the Civil War.  By the 20th cen-
tury, Memorial Day had been extended to honor
all Americans who have died in all wars.

Many people visit cemeteries and memorials,
particularly to honor those who have died in mil-
itary service — a practice that continues in the
Thumb as area residents gather at cemeteries in
Elkland, Novesta and Grant townships, among
others.

Memorial Day typically marks the start of the
summer vacation season, and we wish all area
residents a safe holiday weekend.

We also encourage everyone, in their own way,
to take a moment to remember the many service-
men and women who are not here today because
of their sacrifice for the freedoms the rest of us
enjoy to this day.

It’s the very least we can do.  It’s the right and
honorable thing to do.
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The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Cass City Junior-Senior High School was recently
profiled in a national publication for a story show-
casing schools that stand head and shoulders above
their peers when it comes to preparing students for
additional education as they pursue careers after
graduating from high school.

That should be no surprise to local parents, whose
sons and daughters have earned a reputation for se-
curing a boatload of scholarships over the years to
help pay for higher education.

And members of the Cass City Class of 2018 are
no different, according to Ruth Fluegge, Cass City
Junior-Senior High School guidance secretary.
Fluegge reports that colleges and universities have

awarded a combined $387,700 in scholarships to
local seniors this year. In addition, nearly 30 soon-
to-be-graduates have raked in a total of $37,350 in
scholarship awards from area service clubs, school
groups and families who have established their own
funds to benefit Cass City seniors headed for college.
Congratulations and the best of luck to all of the re-

cipients!

**********

The Cass City Area Historical & Genealogy Society
is purchasing nine benches to put in the Elkland
Township Cemetery. Four were requested by the
McCoy family, two by the Prosowski family and
three in memory of Kathleen Jackson.  Each bench
will have a plaque stating in whose memory the
bench was purchased. 

**********

On June 15, 16 the Michigan High School Athletic
Association softball semis and state final contests
will be played at Michigan State University.
After many years of coaching softball, former Red

Hawk teacher and Coach Dave Hoard never reached
his dream of having Cass City’s softball team play
in the finals. However, his lifelong dream will be
reached this year – but in a slightly different manner.
He will be at 2018 games, but as an umpire.
Congratulations to one of Cass City finest.

**********  

Speaking of Cass City finest, Michigan State Uni-
versity (MSU) and umpires - I attended MSU’s base-
ball game Friday against Ohio State to watch 2016
Red Hawk grad Mason Erla, who started on the
mound for the Spartans.
Erla gave up a run in the first inning, before settling

down to throw three scoreless innings in the home
team victory. In his final frame, Ohio State loaded
the bases, but Erla recorded the final out on strikes
to end the threat.
After the strike out, Erla stared down the final Buck-

eye batter…so I thought.
Nope, explained Mason’s dad Chuck Erla, he was

staring down the umpire, he didn’t think the guy be-
hind the plate was being consistent with his strike
zone. I can see why, Erla’s fast ball was clocked at
92 MPH with plenty of movement.   

**********

Please remember the Chronicle office will be closed
Monday in observance of Memorial Day. Deadlines
will remain unchanged, but newsstands and sub-
scriber copies will be delivered a day later than usual
next week.   From our family to yours, have a safe
and happy holiday.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for
multi-year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to
edit any and all copy for content and size re-
strictions.  Final editorial judgement lies with
the Chronicle management and staff.    Dead-
line for classified advertising is Monday, noon
and deadline for display advertising is Friday,
5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name, ad-
dress and telephone number. The latter is in
case it is necessary to call for verification, but
won’t be used in the newspaper. Names will
be withheld from publication upon request, for
an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a spe-
cific nature, for instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes for a raffle.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish
social news  free of charge.  Social  news in-
cludes: engagements, weddings, anniversaries,
college graduations, birth announcements and
similar items.  There is a $4 fee to include a
photo.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Brett A. Wilber, 20, Millington,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail and 36 months proba-
tion following his pleas of no con-
test to charges of
delivery/manufacture of five to 45
kilograms of marijuana or 20 to
200 marijuana plants, and deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana July
12 in Millington Township.

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,826.

*Matthew J. Hemmen, 33, Vas-
sar, pleaded no contest to three
counts of criminal sexual conduct,
first degree (involving a victim
under the age of 13 years and a de-
fendant who was 17 or older at the
time of the crime) between Jan. 1,
2015, and Dec. 31, 2015, in Vas-
sar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was con-
tinued and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Keith R. Johnson, 47, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of
marijuana or a synthetic equiva-
lent, subsequent offense, July 6 in
Indianfields Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled. 

*Raymond A. Coon, 23, Alger,
pleaded no contest to assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
officer Feb. 3 in Millington Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Cody J. Booth, 29, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to intimidating
or bribing witnesses Jan. 16 in
Caro, and in a separate case
pleaded no contest to domestic vi-
olence, third offense, and assault
with intent to do great bodily harm
less than murder Jan. 1 in
Kingston. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at a
combined $55,000 and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.
*Eugene J. Kata, 69, Unionville,

pleaded no contest to a charge of
embezzlement of more than
$100,000 from a vulnerable adult
June 14, 2016, in Akron Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Christopher A. Kawa, 33, Gil-
ford, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail and 60 months probation fol-
lowing his pleas of no contest to
three counts of attempted criminal
sexual conduct, second degree,
Dec. 24 in Gilford Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $894 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Elizabeth C. Waggoner, 54,
Gagetown, received a six-month
delayed sentence following her
pleas of no contest to falsely re-
porting a felony (unlawfully driv-
ing away and automobile), driving
without insurance and allowing an
individual with a suspended or re-
voked license to operate her vehi-
cle Aug. 19 in Gagetown.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $658 plus restitution
of $500 to the Tuscola County
Sheriff’s Department.

*Raymond L. Popp, 30, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 60 months probation follow-
ing his pleas of no contest to three
counts of domestic violence and
three counts of assault with intent
to do great bodily harm less than
murder Nov. 8 in Almer Town-
ship.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $2,094 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.
*Gary H. Jaster, 48, Deford, was

sentenced to 180 days in jail and
24 months probation following his
pleas of no contest to possession
of a firearm by a felony, posses-
sion of ammunition by a felon and
interfering with electronic com-
munications Dec. 13 in Kingston
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,194 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

Matthew R. Humes, 27, Caro,
was sentenced to 18 months to 30
years in prison following his pleas
of guilty to delivery/manufacture
of cocaine, heroin or another nar-
cotic (less than 50 grams) between
Oct. 1 and Dec. 7 in Caro, and to
possession of a controlled sub-
stance June 27, 2016, in Indian-
fields Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $516.
*Jeremy A. Langenburg, 43, Vas-

sar, was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $1,008, plus at-
torneys fees of $500, following
his plea of no contest to one count
of possession of marijuana or a
synthetic equivalent, subsequent
offense, June 29 in Vassar.
*Raymond J. Crittenden, 57, De-

ford, was sentenced to 90 days in
jail and 60 months probation fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Dec. 3 in Dayton Town-
ship.
He was also ordered to complete

480 hours of community service
and pay costs and fines totaling
$1,258.

*Timothy J. Manetta, 20, Fair-
grove, was sentenced to 90 days in
jail following his plea of guilty to
assaulting, resisting or obstructing
a police officer Nov. 25 in Fair-
grove. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $758 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Kimberly D. Hughes, 46, Ma-
rine City, was sentenced to 365
days in jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following her plea of con-
test to home invasion, second
degree, June 17 in Koylton Town-
ship.

She was also placed on 60
months probation and ordered to
pay costs and fines totaling $1,008
plus attorneys fees of $500.
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Motorcyclist hurt in deer collision
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson is urging motorcyclists to
exercise extra caution on Thumb
area roadways following another
collision involving a motorcycle
and a deer early last week in
Huron County’s Sheridan Town-
ship.

“For the second time within two
weeks, our office has investigated
accidents where motorcyclists
have been injured after hitting
deer just before dawn,” said Han-
son, who noted the latest crash oc-
curred at about 5:55 a.m. Monday.

“Sgt. James Hunt responded to
the area of Atwater Road and Bar-

rie Road, where a 24-year-old
Ubly man had struck a deer. In-
vestigation concluded that Bryan
M. Bland and a companion on an-
other motorcycle were westbound
when Bryan struck a deer,” the
sheriff reported. “Upon impact,
the deer virtually exploded, injur-
ing him, but he was able to main-
tain his balance. When he did
stop, his companion had to help
him off of the motorcycle and
onto the ground.

“Both (drivers) were covered in
fecal, as well as other inner matter
from the deer, along with their
motorcycles,” Hanson said.
“Fortunately, the companion was

able to avoid the deer,” he said.
“The injured rider was transported

to the Huron Medical Center for
treatment by the Bingham Ambu-
lance Service. The Bingham
Township Fire Department also
responded and assisted at the
scene.

Hanson, who did not release the
name of the other driver, added,
“For the last several weeks, deer
have been out and visible more so
than usual, basically being seen all
hours of the day and night. With
this abnormal activity has been a
slight increase of accidents in-
volving deer.

“Drivers need to exercise ex-
treme caution, especially motor-
cyclists because of the increased
risks of serious injuries, or even
worse, death,” he said.

Cass City man struck by vehicle,
escapes serious injury last week

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Troopers from the Michigan
State Police post in Caro say a
pedestrian-car accident that
sparked numerous rumors on the
social networking site Facebook
was just that – a pedestrian-car ac-
cident that left a local man suffer-
ing only minor injuries.

Special First Lt. David Kaiser,
public information officer, MSP
Third District Headquarters in
Flint, confirmed the mishap oc-
curred just south of Cass City

Monday night.
“Around 8:15 p.m., an intoxi-

cated subject ran out of a wooded
area and into the path of a vehicle,
on Cemetery Road near River
Road — four of his buddies were
running after him,” Kaiser said.
“The vehicle struck the intoxi-
cated man.   The man then ran
back into the woods with his
friends chasing after him.
“The call came (in) as kids play-

ing chicken — jumping into traf-
fic — with one person hit,” added
Kaiser, who did not release the
name of the driver and identified

the victim only as a 26-year-old
Cass City man.

“He received medical treatment
from MMR for scrapes, cuts and
bruises, but refused further treat-
ment,” Kaiser said.

Multiple emergency service
agencies responded, apparently
leading some area residents to be-
lieve police were searching for
suspects related to the accident.
Numerous Facebook posts also re-
peated rumors indicating there
had been a deadly shooting in or
near the community, but none of
the reports were true.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Guess what
I heard!?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
The former Joy Lynn Steffens

and Randall Lee Perry were mar-
ried June 4, 1988 at the First
United Methodist Church in Vas-
sar. The Rev. Allen DeGraw per-
formed the ceremony. They have
2 children, Tyler Randall and Lau-
ren Grace.

Dameo Jeske of Reese would
like to announce the birth of his
sister Laine Kaylynn Yax. Laine
was born May 15, 2013 at
Covenant Harrison in Saginaw at
1:57 a.m. to Trista Jeske and
Stephen Yax, both of Reese. Laine
weighed 7 pounds and 4 ounces
and was 20.5 inches long. Grand-
parents are Linda DammFrost of
Reese, Ed Damm of Millington
and Don and Sandy Yax of Cass
City. Great-grandparents are Ar-
lene Frost of Reese, Wilford
Smith of Baldwin and Herbert and
Valirie Yax of Deford.
Cass City speedster Katie Hacker

has been named the Schnee-
berger’s Athlete of the Week
award winner. The Cass City
sophomore recently enjoyed a
night she won’t soon forget at the
Huron County Meet of Champi-
ons. There, she recorded her best
performance of the year, winning
the 100-meter dash in 13.32.
Hacker also helped earn Cass
City’s 400-meter relay record vic-
tory on the night, running legs
with Victoria Mathewson, Erin
Zdrojewski and Miranda Spry.
Hacker also earned a second place
medal as a member of the Lady
Red Hawk 800-meter relay team
that also consisted of Kendra
Kerkau, Victoria Mathewson and
Miranda Spry.   
“This meet is made up of the best

times in the upper Thumb,” said
Coach Jon Zdrojewski. “The con-
ditions were fantastic and we were
very happy with the performances
from our athletes.”  

10 YEARS AGO (2008)
Meets of Champions are de-

signed to pit the best against the
best. And Cass City showed it had
several of the finest 2008 thin-
clads at last week’s Huron County
Meet of Champions. Juniors
Lukas Varney and Austin Babich
highlighted the Red Hawks’ pre-
sentations at the elite invitational
and were named Co-Male Ath-
letes of the Meet for their efforts.
“At the end of the meet I wasn’t
sure who was going to get the
award. The Cass City boys of Var-
ney, Babich and (Chris) Childs all
had top performances,” Coach
Amy Cuthrell said. Cass City, the
2-time defending Division 3 re-
gional champ, came out on top in
11 events at the county-wide
event, which included a pair of in-
dividual wins by Babich and Var-
ney. 

Tom Kern couldn’t look more
comfortable in his office at the
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment as he recalls his early days
as a deputy, and his decision to
end a law enforcement career
spanning nearly 4 decades. The
Reese native, now a resident of
Novesta Township, should be at
ease in these surroundings; with
nearly 20 years in as the depart-
ment’s top officer, Kern is the
longest-serving sheriff in the his-
tory of Tuscola County. 

It seems like only a few short
years ago that Lloyd Schinnerer
arrived in Cass City fresh from the
University of Michigan. Actually,
his teaching career at Cass City
started 31 years ago. He said that
in all of those years, the 2008
school year marks the earliest that
school has been out for the sum-
mer.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Five area residents are among
4,137 students named to the
spring semester honors list at
Michigan State University. The
students, who achieved a mini-
mum 3.5 grade point average, are:
Angie M. Hennessey, an account-
ing major, and Timothy J.
Rutkoski, a physiology major,
both of Cass City; Debbie M.
Timmons, a chemistry major from
Owendale; Jeremy M. Peruski, an
engineering major from Snover;
and Daniel M. Kubacki, an elec-
trical engineering major from
Ubly.

Two area students have recently
been selected by the board of

I thought I had heard just about everything the Cass City rumor mill
had to offer until evening fell on an otherwise quiet Monday night last
week.

Police and fire department units were called out south of town near
the Cemetery Road bridge at River Road, where a pedestrian had been
struck by a vehicle. Not really all that unusual, although there were re-
ports of helicopters being dispatched as well.
And then Facebook lit up like a Christmas tree, and at breakneck speed,

the rumors started flying.
One report had a bunch of young people playing “chicken” and one

of them being struck by an elderly driver, another Facebooker reported
she had “heard” police were looking for suspects who had fled the
scene. Then the rumor mill really picked up speed, with area residents
carelessly passing on what they had heard about a “shoot-out” at the
Cass City Gun Club and, later, shots fired at a gravel pit south of town.
“One dead,” reported a couple of Facebook posts, while others urged
residents to close their windows and lock their doors.

Really, folks?  What is this, junior high?
It’s no secret that social networking sites like Facebook have been a

huge boon for web users, enabling even the least technology literate of
us to keep in touch with family and friends, share important moments
in our lives, etc.
However, it’s also created some headaches, thanks in part to a handful

of folks who would probably shy away from spreading silly rumors –
or other information they’ve made no effort to confirm – but are other-
wise pretty brave when it comes to finding their voice with a keyboard
and Internet connection in the privacy of their home or on their cell-
phone.

I wonder if these individuals have ever taken even a moment to con-
sider the consequence of spreading rumors. I also wonder why so many
are willing to spread rumors across the Internet when, in the real world,
they would likely be more skeptical.

The problem is, rumors can be damaging, distressing and even dan-
gerous to the people they target. That’s particularly true when passing
rumors about specific individuals.

Falsehoods can also have a generally negative impact on groups of
people – say a community, for example, that may be labeled as being a
dangerous place to live based on reports of alleged violent crime.

Just because a rumor is shared in the digital world doesn’t make the
consequences of it any less real, you know?

For example, most people are not familiar with mass media law, and
those who are often don’t see social networking as “publishing” worthy
of such contemplation. However, Facebook is very much a public place,
meaning what you post on a Facebook or another social network site
can easily come back to haunt you if you aren’t careful, especially if
you casually drop names.

In short, if you post things on Facebook that are materially untrue
about others and that information unfairly tarnishes their reputation,
you can be sued for libel.
Of course, I realize rumors tend to be way juicier than plain old reality

(well, usually), and I know not everyone thinks like a newspaper re-
porter.

But in the end, spreading unverified content on the Internet is never
responsible or acceptable.
And, really, when you think about it, would it really hurt to take a cou-

ple of minutes and check your information – or at least consider the
source – before spreading “what you heard?”

Sattelberg, 23, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Sattelberg of N.
Colling Road, Unionville, was as-
signed to the 4th Infantry Division
in Vietnam, May 10, as a supply
specialist. The Sattelberg family
are former residents of Cass City.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)
Mrs. Mary Holcomb has re-

ceived the announcement of the
engagement of her niece, Miss
Margaret Jean Hittle, and Major
Charles Alfred Rigaud of the U.S.
Marine Corps. Miss Hittle is the
daughter of State Senator and
Mrs. Harry F. Hittle of Lansing.
Major Rigaud is on duty at Quan-
tico, Va. The marriage is set for
June 11 in the Marine Chapel at
Quantico.

Gerald Bliss, 19, son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Bliss, Gagetown, is re-
ceiving the basic training that will
prepare him for sea duty as a
fighting Bluejacket in the Navy, at
the U.S. Naval Training Station at
Great Lakes, Ill. For the next eight
weeks he will be put through a pe-
riod of “boot” training stressing
physical conditioning, military
drill, and the fundamentals of sea-
manship, Naval customs and pro-
cedure.

Charles Keen, who was recently
inducted into the Army, is sta-
tioned at Camp Crost, South Car-
olina. Mr. Keen was formerly the
music supervisor of the Cass City
High School. Mrs. Keen is com-
pleting his unexpired term.  

According to an announcement
made on Monday, Cpl. Charles A.
Doran, Jr., 22, of Deford was one
of three Michigan servicemen
who were cited for gallantry. Cpl.
Doran was presented with a Ma-
rine Corps letter of commendation
for heroic action in the Pacific.
The two other servicemen were
from Grand Rapids.

Pvt. Clayton B. Kendall, whose
home is in Gagetown, writes from
California to the Chronicle as fol-
lows: “I have been in San Diego
with the Marines for about six
months and would like the Chron-
icle to keep up with the news back
home. Give me Michigan over
California any time.”

100 YEARS AGO (1918)
Missing Saturday morning’s

train out of Owendale did not
keep Miss Catherine McLarty, an
Owendale school teacher, from
making her weekend visit with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John
MeLarty. She determined that
there were other ways besides the
Polly Ann in which to reach Cass
City and she at once chose the
sure though somewhat slower
method of walking to her home
town. The distance between the
two villages is 13 miles and she
was none the worse for her long
walk, arriving here about eleven
o’clock. It is hardly necessary to
add that Miss McLarty made sure
to reach the Grand Trunk depot in
time that evening to catch Train
No. 51 for the return trip to Owen-
dale.

Somewhere in France. April 29,
1918. Dear Brother Henry:
Thought I would drop you a line
to let you know I am well and
hope this letter finds you the
same. Well, Henry, I suppose you
have started in the mason work by
this time while I am enjoying the
fine scenery of France. There is no
way to get around it, France sure
is a pretty place. I suppose around
home it is just like summer by this
time, it rains once in a while but
what in the world do we care
about a little thing like that. It is
all in a life time so it doesn’t make
any difference. Our major said “to
Hell with the rain, it is sunshine
we want” and I am telling you he
is the sunshine of our battalion.
Have you received my mail from
March yet? I ought to write often
and it’s a shame that I am so neg-
lectful. I have got to settle down a
little and write oftener, Well,
Henry, I don’t hardly know what
to write ~bout, the only thing I can
say is that I am feeling fine and
have good health, so what more
could I write. The major said tell
about the beautiful flowers here
and things like that but they are
just starting to come up. There are
some out in bloom but the best are
yet to come. Well, Henry, I guess
I have told you all this time so will
close with lots of love to all, from
GEO. HERR.

trustees to be added to the elite list
of Anthony L. Rapes Memorial
Scholarship winners. Local stu-
dents receiving the $250 scholar-
ship for the 1992-93 school year
are Amanda Barry of Elkton and
Paul LeCureux, Ubly.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  
Mrs. Howard Loomis and Mrs.

Bruce Kritzman returned home
May 9 from Millersburg, Ind.,
where they spent nine days with
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Kritzman.
While there they attended a bridal
shower for Diane Kay, bride elect
of Mark Kritzman, grandson of
Mrs. Kritzman and Mrs. Loomis. 

Top sellers this spring of Girl
Scout cookies from each troop in
the Cass City-Deford area were,
from left, Linda Rands, 106
boxes, Troop 414; Deedra Ol-
sway, 158, Troop 644; Sharie De-
Long, 304, Troop 221; Lynette
Allen, 226, Troop 826, and Janet
Koch, 236, Troop 239. Missing
are Christin Joos, 203 boxes,
Troop 958; Lynette Veldman, 121,
Troop 875, and Jennifer Rutkoski,
217, Troop 929. The scouts sold a
total of 8,580 boxes.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 
Two area students were among

60 University of Michigan-Flint
students honored for superior
scholarship at the honors convo-
cation dinner May 11 at the Sarvis
Food Center. Among those hon-
ored were Linda Carol Morawski
of Decker, a Capac High School
graduate, and Nancy Cameron
Schillman, a Kingston High
School graduate. She now lives in
Davison.

Brent Szarapski, 11, a fifth
grader at Cass City Intermediate
School, was one of three area win-
ners out of 15,000 entries from
five counties in the safety poster
contest sponsored by the Detroit
Edison Co. He received his trophy
Monday from Robert E. Sheehy,
the utility’s marketing services
representative in Caro. Theme of
his poster, now on display in De-
troit, was the danger in touching
electrical wires.

Paul Kerbyson and Barbara
Tuckey, who graduate from Cass
City High School this Thursday,
were recipients Sunday of the
Julia Murray scholarship, pre-
sented by Father Joseph Morales
Sunday following Mass at St. Pan-
cratius Catholic Church. Each will
receive $250. This is the third year
the scholarships have been pre-
sented.  

James Baker II, an Eagle Scout
of Troop 594, sponsored by the
Cass City Rotary Club, has earned
the new World Conservation
Award, announced Robert R.
Parker, Scout Executive of the
Lake Huron Area Council. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Baker of Garfield Avenue, Cass
City. His father and grandfather
are also Eagle Scouts. The award
is made by the World Wildlife
Fund of Washington, D.C.
through the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and recognizes achievement in
environmental improvement, nat-
ural resource conservation, and an
understanding of world conserva-
tion problems. Purpose of the
award is to point out to young
people that countries of the world
are closely interrelated through
natural resources and that people
in this country are interdependent
with the world environment. To
win the award, Baker earned envi-
ronmental and conservation skill
awards, merit badges in environ-
mental science, soil and water
conservation, fish and wildlife
management, and citizenship in
the world.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Lynn Searls, an Albion College
junior from Cass City, is one of
five coeds who spend several
hours each week assisting at the
Albion Day Care Center. Miss
Searls receives hourly pay under
the work-study program to help
with community children using
the Center facilities. Tasks range
from preparing snacks to reading
stories with the children. Miss
Searls is the daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Robert J. Searls, 4632 Oak,
Cass City. She is a 1965 graduate
of Cass City High School. She
plans to major in sociology.

Army Specialist Four Arnold C.
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News briefs

Ellington seeking assistance
CASS CITY — The Ellington Township Board is looking for people
to serve the township.
There is an opening for a township trustee. To apply, a person must be

at least 18 years of age, a registered voter in the township, and also
needs to be able to attend meetings. The township meets at 7:30 p.m.
on the second Tuesday of each month. 

There is also an opening for someone to serve on the planning com-
mission. The planning commission will be meeting at 7 p.m. June 19,
Sept. 18 and Nov. 20.

Those interested can send a resume to township Supervisor Russell
Speirs, 4794 Akron Rd., Cass City, Mi 48726, or via email at ellington-
supervisor@gmail.com by Monday, June 4.

New Kingston coaches hired
KINGSTON - - The Kingston Board of Education recently approved
the hiring of some coaches.
Those who were hired include Rob St. George and Bob Moore as jun-

ior varsity baseball coaches, and Justin Marquardt as assistant junior
high track coach.

Free fishing weekend slated
MICHIGAN — There will be a free fishing weekend in the state Sat-
urday and Sunday, June 9 and 10. 
Twice a year, residents and non-residents can enjoy a weekend of free

of fishing without having to purchase a license. However, all other fish-
ing regulations apply.

School board grants tenure
KINGSTON  — The Kingston Board of Education recently approved
tenure for some teachers.
Tenure was granted to Jessie Gornowich, and fourth-year probationary

status was approved for Tricia Cooper and to Nikki Tibbits. Second-
year probationary status was granted to Nichole Maurer and Valerie Kn-
effel.

In addition, third-year probational status was granted to Emily Baur,
Nick Moyer and Samantha Leslie.

Youth rifle events scheduled
BAD AXE — All Huron County 4-H youth ages 8 to 18 on or prior to
Jan. 1, 2018, are invited to participate in the 4-H Youth Rifle Shooting
SPIN Club, sponsored by the Bad Axe-Port Austin-Kinde Memorial
VFW Post 116 in partnership with Thumb Sportsman’s Club in Bad
Axe.
In order to participate, youth must be enrolled in the 4-H program and

have their annual $20 4-H participation fee paid to the MSU Extension
Office by Friday, June 1. There is no additional cost to the participants
in the program.

The shooting schedule dates are June 10 and 24; July 8 and 22; Aug.
5 and 19; Sept. 2, 16 and 30; and Oct. 14 at the Thumb Sportsman’s
Club, Minnick Road, Bad Axe.
No prior experience required. Instruction will focus on firearms safety

and basic shooting positions. Youth will also trap shoot. Participants
are asked to bring hearing and eye protection if available.
More information is available by calling Dan Little at (989) 269-8993

or Pete Goniwicha at (989) 269-8747.

House okays Canfield bill
LANSING — The Michigan House last week overwhelmingly ap-
proved a proposal from Rep. Dr. Edward J. Canfield D.O. (R-Sebe-
waing) designed to improve access to health care in rural areas of the
state.
The measure calls for providing at least $26 million for rural hospitals

to help care for Medicaid patients – money some hospitals need to re-
main open, Canfield said. Some of the money would be dedicated
specifically for baby delivery and related services.
Canfield’s plan increases funding for the rural hospital access pool and
gives it more permanency.

“Many rural hospitals need this money simply to keep their doors
open. And they are in areas where we simply can’t afford to lose hos-
pitals and health care providers,” said Canfield, a long-time Thumb
physician. “These funds are too important not to have some perma-
nence.”

License plate law updated
LANSING — drivers will no longer receive a ticket for removable ob-
jects blocking their license plate under legislation signed last week by
Gov. Rick Snyder.

House Bill 5100 amends the Michigan Vehicle Code to establish that
removable bicycle racks, trailer hitches, tow balls or similar devices
used to carry objects on the back of a vehicle are not included in the
code’s definition of “foreign materials that obscure or partially obscure”
vehicle license plates, which is a civil offense.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Physician escapes jail time 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The embattled Ann Arbor physi-
cian who once served as chief of
urology at the University of
Michigan Medical Center but has
faced two rounds of criminal
charges in the Thumb escaped jail
time when he was sentenced last
week in Tuscola County Circuit
Court.
Dr. Joseph E. Oesterling, 61, ear-

lier this year entered pleas of no
contest to five counts of intention-
ally placing false information on

medical records
charts. He was
also convicted
of being an ha-
bitual offender
(one prior
felony convic-
tion).

Under a plea
agreement in
the case,

Oesterling will be required to pay
$51,140 in restitution to Blue
Cross-Blue Shield and the state of
Michigan.

He was also placed on one year
of probation and ordered to pay
court costs and fines totaling
$13,500.

In exchange for the physician’s
pleas, the Tuscola County Prose-

cutor’s Office agreed to dismiss
23 other felony charges, including
one count of conducting a crimi-
nal enterprise, which is punishable
by up to 20 years in prison and/or
a fine of $100,000.
Also dismissed were 14 counts of

making false Medicaid claims and
eight counts of fraudulent acts in-
volving insurance.

The latest charges stem from acts
that allegedly took place between
February 2016 and November
2016 while Oesterling was associ-
ated with Midwest Prostrate and
Urological Institute and/or the
Caro Medical Group, according to
court records.

Oesterling has been free on a
$100,000 personal recognizance
bond, but he has been prohibited
from practicing medicine since his
license was suspended by the state
when he was first charged.

And, the Tuscola County Prose-
cutor’s office is pursuing civil for-
feiture proceedings targeting the
physician’s assets.
When he was practicing, Oester-

ling saw patients at his practice in
Caro, Saginaw, and Mount Pleas-
ant. His Tuscola County practice
included working out of the Caro
Medical Group, 206 Montague
Ave., in Caro, formerly known as
Caro Family Physicians P.C.

Oesterling was originally
charged in 2017 with running a
criminal enterprise, delivery of a
controlled substance and main-
taining a drug building following
a multi-county investigation that
led prosecutors to allege the doc-
tor was guilty of over-prescribing
drugs such as Norco (hy-
drocodone), methadone, amphet-
amines, oxycodone and
alprazolam (Xanax). However, a
Tuscola County jury disagreed, re-
turning verdicts of not guilty to all
of the charges following a four-
week trial that concluded last Oc-
tober.

He joined Caro Family Physi-
cians P.C. in the fall of 2014. His
resume at the time included train-
ing at John Hopkins University in
Baltimore, Md., before joining the
staff at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minn. After serving as
the chairman of urology at the
University of Michigan for five
years, he joined a practice with Dr.
Joseph Aquilina in in Saginaw in
1998.
Oesterling is credited with being

the urologist who discovered the
prostate cancer tumor marker,
prostate-specific antigen (PSA),
and has conducted extensive re-
search in defining the role of PSA
in the diagnosis and treatment of
prostate cancer.

Dr. Oesterling

Continued from page one.

Memorial Day observances on tap in area

mated 500 people. “It’s maybe
even more (than that) – it’s a fan-
tastic crowd we get.
“We want to continue to remem-

ber those that gave the ultimate
sacrifice and never came home,”
Zmierski said. “We can never for-
get that sacrifice. This is how we
honor them.

“We have the freedoms we have
today because of those” men and
women who have served and died
defending this nation, Zmierski
added.  “I am just in awe of that
commitment to duty.  I don’t be-
lieve we can honor our veterans
enough.”

The Rev. Steve Bagnall, pastor
of the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, will be the guest speaker
and will also lead the invocation
and benediction.  Also featured
will be the Cass City Junior-Se-
nior High School Band.  VFW
members will be placing another
memorial wreath, and the post’s
firing squad will present its tradi-
tional salute.

Zmierski noted volunteers are
being sought to assist this week in
placing new flag holders and
American flags on the graves of

all veterans buried at the ceme-
tery.

“We will meet May 23 at 4:45
p.m. to put the U.S. veteran flag
holders and flags on around 640
veterans’ graves,” he said, adding
a rain date of Thursday, May 24,
at 4:45 p.m. has been scheduled in
case of inclement weather.
“The flag holders will stay out in

the cemetery year-round, and Tus-
cola County Veterans Affairs will
supply the flags going forward
and replace any broken holders,
and supply new ones for future
deceased veterans,” added Zmier-
ski, who serves as director of the
county veterans department. “We
are also hoping to find community
members who would walk the
cemetery to ensure we did not
miss any veterans.”
More information is available by

contacting Zmierski at the Tuscola
County Veterans Affairs Office at
(989) 673-8148.
Members of Cass City VFW Post

3644 are also looking for volun-
teers to assist with taking down
and storing the larger flags that
make up the post’s Avenue of
Flags, following Monday’s Me-
morial Day ceremony at the Elk-
land Township Cemetery. Anyone

interested in helping can learn
more by contacting Joe Merchant,
post commander, at (989) 912-
5218.

Novesta Township

Zmierski will also serve as mas-
ter of ceremonies for the Novesta
Township Memorial Day cere-
mony, which will also take place
Monday, starting at 1 p.m.

Zmierski, who will also be the
speaker, took over the role of mas-
ter of ceremonies for the Novesta
Township observance from World
War II veteran Lawrence Engle-
hart, a longtime Novesta Town-
ship resident and VFW Post 3644
member, in 2008.  Englehart died
in 2010 after playing a key role in
the annual Memorial Day pro-
gram for many years.

Grant Township

In Huron County’s Grant Town-
ship, meanwhile, residents will be
hosting their 79th annual Memo-
rial Day service at the Grant
Township Cemetery, located on
Bach Road, Sunday, May 27, be-
ginning at 2 p.m.  Everyone is
welcome to attend.

Local elementary named ‘healthy school’
The Michigan Department of

Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) and Gov. Rick Snyder
recently recognized 46 Michigan
schools for fostering healthy eat-
ing, physical activity habits and
tobacco-free lifestyles among

more than 17,000 students.
Among those recognized was

Cass City Elementary School.
“Schools are in a unique position

to encourage young people to de-
velop healthy lifestyles by provid-
ing regular opportunities for

physical activity and encouraging
healthy eating,” said Nick Lyon,
MDHHS director. “Our partner-
ships, collaborative efforts and
programs like the School Wellness
Awards Program are helping to
promote a healthier Michigan.”

The Michigan School Wellness
Award program is part of the
Michigan Health and Wellness 4 x
4 Plan, and a collaboration with
the Michigan Department of Edu-
cation, the United Dairy Industry
of Michigan, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan, Michigan Ac-
tion for Healthy Kids and the
Healthy Kids, Healthy Michigan
Coalition.

All of the state’s award-winning
schools were recognized May 10
during a special ceremony in
Lansing.

The Michigan School Wellness
Award program aims to engage
schools statewide in creating
healthy school environments by
establishing school wellness
teams, completing the Healthy
School Action Tools (HSAT) and
implementing sustainable policy
and environmental changes.

Schools are honored with
bronze-, silver- and gold-level
awards, with schools achieving all
of these elements being recog-
nized with gold awards.

Cass City Elementary School
was named a silver-level award
winner.

This year’s winners posted
achievements such as increasing
the amount of time each week that
students participate in physical ed-
ucation; farm to school programs;
and engaging students to lead
healthy lifestyles.
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Legal marijuana sales to reach

$7 billion nationally in 2018

Another proposal receiving strong support is the purchase of an alarm
system – utilizing a push-button control on a necklace or lanyard —
that would enable all instructors to instantly alert 911 in the event of an
emergency. No cost estimate was available on the system. 

Hartel said the group, formed last month, has also discussed the pos-
sibility of employing an armed security/resource officer to patrol school
buildings.

“That’s taking a big step,” Hartel acknowledged, adding there is no
formal proposal on the table. However, he indicated that if the commit-
tee makes such a recommendation, the district would probably suggest
contracting with the Cass City Police Department to employ an officer
who would patrol school facilities 180 days a year.

The local school system isn’t the first to consider placing an armed
officer in school buildings. Earlier this spring the Laker Board of Edu-
cation approved a recommendation from its student safety committee
to hire a part-time school security officer.
Laker officials plan to fund the position with general fund dollars, and

if all goes well, they may expand the program next fall, with the goal
of having a full-time security presence on their campus.

While the cost of employing an officer is significant, Hartel pointed
out state officials are planning to earmark additional funding for schools
to upgrade security, although it isn’t known just how much money at
this time.

Turning to other matters, Hartel noted the district’s calendar for the
2018-19 school year will include starting classes before Labor Day.
The board gave its nod of approval for the change in December as the

district joined a growing number of Thumb schools planning to get a
head start on classes before the Labor Day holiday.

In Cass City, that means students will attend their first days Tuesday
through Thursday, Aug. 28-30, before getting a head start on the holiday
weekend. Staff will begin the new year with a three-day week Aug. 21-
23.
While some officials say an earlier start addresses the impact of a long

summer vacation – specifically, students having to re-learn information
they’ve forgotten from the previous school year – Hartel has suggested
that kicking off the school year in August simply makes sense.

“The feeling is, three months is too long to be off,” he said, adding
athletic teams already have a couple weeks of practice in by then. “Why
are we not getting kids back in class when they’re probably ready to
come back?”

Legislation enacted during Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s administration
prohibited a pre-Labor Day school start in order to boost tourism in the
state. However, more recently, Michigan Department of Education
(MDE) officials have been authorized to issue waivers to districts that
wish to start in August.
In other business Monday, the board:
*Hired Christopher Kimble as the new junior-senior high school sci-

ence teacher.
*Endorsed the Tuscola Intermediate School District’s (TISD) proposed

2018-19 budget, presented last month by TISD Supt. Gene Pierce. All
local boards of education within the ISD are asked to endorse the spend-
ing plan.

Pierce presented a proposed 2018-19 general fund budget with pro-
jected revenues of $4,649,739 and expenses of $4,668,069, leaving a
deficit of $18,330 – an amount equal to less than half of one percent of
the total spending plan.

The TISD has a combined budget of roughly $34.6 million, special
education ($23.1 million funded by 2.45 mills), career and technical ed-
ucation ($6.5 million funded by 1.649 mills), and general education
($4.95 million funded by a tax of .141 mills).
*Approved an annual resolution welcoming Schools of Choice student

enrollment in grades K-10.
*Authorized the high school band to participate in a parade in Franken-

muth on the weekend of June 16.
*Acknowledged letter from Steve Goodman, director of Michigan In-

tegrated Behavior and Learning Support Initiative (MIBLSI), who
lauded the Cass City Schools for its work in implementing the Multi-
Tiered System of Supports (MTSS), which is designed to provide read-
ing and math support for all students.

“We have been impressed with your dedication and passion to make
effective learning environments that are safe and predictable for each
and every student,” Goodman said.

Security on school agenda

state tax benefits from regulatory fees are estimated at $58,000 annu-
ally.
“We need some feedback,” Vollmer told the council, adding, “We have

a couple of other options if you don’t approve this.”
Ploss and Vollmar contend the current Millennium building is under-

utilized and in need of some repairs, including a $500,000 roof. But
with fuel systems going to electric systems and employment numbers
shrinking, keeping the doors open at the 120,000-square-foot facility
may be in jeopardy.

“The landscape is changing. Small communities are dying. We will
find a place, but we would like to keep the jobs here. I believe it is an
economic decision, not a moral decision,” Vollmar said.
Trustees’ reactions varied on the request, but they agreed more infor-

mation on the controversial subject is needed.
“I do not feel it is the right fit for this community on a number of lev-

els,” commented Trustee Nancy Barrios.
Trustee Mick Kirn said the citizens he has talked to in the community

are against the plan to allow marijuana to be grown and cured for sale
to a processor or provisioning center only.

Last month, Vollmar explained that the new business proposal is not
a point of sale operation and would be strictly for medical purposes.
Trustee Tom Herron, who believes in the benefits of medical marijuana

use, also feels it would be political suicide to vote in support of grow
plant because of all the negative connotations related to pot. Herron
suggested holding a public forum or supplying an information package
to educate the public on the matter.
“Turning this opportunity down without looking into it would be a big
mistake. We have to get the people behind this,” he added.
Proponents for medical marijuana use say it’s an effective alternative

medicine for persistent muscle spasms, cancer, glaucoma, hepatitis C,
and Crohn’s disease, among others.
Michigan has approximately 220,000 registered patients, which is the

second highest in the county for states with medical marijuana program.
Legal marijuana sales are expected to total some $7 billion this year.
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MARK Hansen, who along with his wife, Patri-
cia, serve as leaders of the Deford Dazzlers, ac-
cepts the 2018 Outstanding Mentor of the Year
Award.

Deford 4-Hers shine at TARC
event in spite of weather issues 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Deford Dazzlers 4-H Rock-
etry Team recently returned home
from this year’s Team America
Rocketry Challenge (TARC) in
the The Plains, Va., without a top
25 finish, but the Tuscola County
youths did their hometown proud
just the same.

Aside from claiming one of just
100 coveted available spots in the
national competition, the team
claimed first place in the 2018
TARC Presentation Contest, and
Mark Hansen – who along with
his wife, Patricia, have served as
mentors of the Dazzlers since the
4-H club was established in 2009-
10 – was named this year’s Out-
standing Mentor of the Year.

The TARC National Finals
proved to be a busy weekend full
of ups and downs for the contin-
gent from Deford, according to
Patricia Hansen.
“We had a wonderful trip to Vir-

ginia. We took the team to the
Smithsonian Air and Space Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C. (on the
first day), and then to the Udvar-
Hazy Center at the Dulles Airport
where the large military planes
and the shuttle is housed,” Patricia
Hansen said.
“On day 2, they attended Rockets

on the Hill, a Congressional
breakfast hosted by Senator Jean
Shaheen. Afterward they visited
the offices of Senators Stabenow
and Peters, and were interviewed
by the staff,” she added. “This was
a great opportunity for them as the
education directors for our sena-
tors were very supportive and in-
terested in the team and their
accomplishments.”

Later that evening, the team at-
tended the TARC Briefing Meet-
ing, where they learned Mark
Hansen had been nominated by
team member Sam Gordon for the
Outstanding Mentor of the Year
Award.

“The write up that Sam submit-
ted was read aloud, and I think it
brought both of us to tears. It was
an amazing moment!” Patricia re-
called.
Then came competition day, and

it was clear Mother Nature wasn’t
going to cooperate this year.
“It had been announced the night

before that the (Deford Dazzlers’)
launch window was not going to

be very good because thermals —
which carry the rocket, preventing
it from descending in a timely
manner — and high wind gusts
above the tree line (were) going to
pick up. Wind gusts were pre-
dicted to be 18 to 19 miles per
hour, which is pretty bad for such
lightweight rockets,” she ex-
plained.

This year’s challenge involved
building a rocket weighing less
than 650 grams, carrying two raw
hen’s eggs weighing between 55
and 61 grams each, using two dif-
ferent body tube dimensions. The
target altitude was 800 feet and
the total flight time, 41 to 43 sec-
onds.

“Though we had no way to
measure the winds up there, visu-
ally it looked like they were defi-
nitely strong. The organizers even
admitted at the briefing meeting
that the teams that were assigned
– randomly via software — an
early launch window had a huge
advantage,” Patricia continued.
“The team was only off altitude by
12 feet, which was actually quite
competitive. But, it was the fall
time. Their parachute caught a
thermal and hung up for about 10
seconds before beginning to de-
scend well. This caused them to
have a huge time penalty, which
knocked them out of contention
for a second launch or top 25 fin-
ish.”

This was the Dazzlers’ sixth trip
to the TARC finals, which just two
years ago saw the local rocketry
team finish in second place in the
nation.
Although this year’s results were

disappointing in comparison,
“They handled all of that very
well, and then simply focused on
their presentation,” she said.

The presentation competition is
a public speaking, judged event in
which teams have six minutes to
present a program on the design,
construction, specifications and
unique qualities of their rockets,
as well as flight statistics, design
modifications, season results,
safety procedures, and lessons
learned from participating in the
TARC competition. This is fol-
lowed by two minutes of ques-
tions and answers.
“One of the things that really im-

pressed the judging panel…was
that our students provided a cross
section — a dissected rocket — to

show the internal construction of
their through-wall fin design,” Pa-
tricia said. “Another aspect the
judges liked was that their original
design — a hollow fin design —
was demonstrated, including why
that set of fins was prone to warp-
ing in our extreme weather condi-
tions, thus resulting in a change
from four hollow fins, to three
solid fins before qualifications
were due.

“They also provided drift analy-
sis data, and showed that their
math was highly accurate by pro-
viding the data for the approxi-
mate distances their rocket
actually landed from the launch
pad,” she added.

“The organizer of the competi-
tion told Mark and I that it was the
interactive equity of their presen-
tation that really made them stand
out.

“They did an impressive job,”
Patricia continued. “They won the
presentation competition, and that
is the accomplishment above all
others that we value, because
while there is a lot of skill in get-
ting to the finals — once in the top
100 out of 801 teams, a top finish
in the competition involves a lot
of luck,” Patricia said. “But the
presentation competition is all
skill, every bit of it, and it’s a life
skill that they can take with them
to college and future employment.
So, we are immensely proud of
them for their hard work for that
competition.”

The group is also already looking
ahead to next year’s competition.

“The 2019 TARC Launch Day
will commemorate the 1969 moon
landing, so for the first time ever,
teams will have to launch three
eggs to represent the three astro-
nauts on the Apollo 11 mission,”
Patricia said.

“The team is hoping to flesh out
an initial design and order a pack
of motors for testing before Labor
Day in order to take advantage of
hot weather and humidity which,
causes the thermals,” she added.
“Normally they never get to
launch in the weather conditions
that they experience in Virginia
since our spring is so much cooler.

“As mentors, Mark and I are al-
ready looking forward to the
2018-19 TARC season.”
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Huron Medical now known
as McLaren Thumb Region 

Officials last week announced
that Huron Medical Center in Bad
Axe has officially become a sub-
sidiary of McLaren Health Care,
one of Michigan’s largest inte-
grated health systems.

Huron Medical Center will now
be named McLaren Thumb Re-
gion.

The decision to join the 14-hos-
pital system comes as a result of
Huron Medical Center’s goal to
expand services to the community,
according to Michael E. Johnston,
president and CEO of McLaren
Thumb Region, who said that goal
includes providing improved ac-
cess to physicians, expanded serv-
ice offerings for patients and
enhancements to the facility’s in-
frastructure and equipment.
The 58-bed acute care hospital in

Bad Axe serves residents of
Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola coun-
ties.

“Becoming part of McLaren
Health Care is an extremely posi-
tive development for our commu-
nity,” Johnston said. “We are
excited to offer residents of the
area the services of McLaren
Health Care while maintaining
our commitment to the local com-
munity that has always been our
mission.”
One of the key benefits of the ac-

quisition, he noted, is the shared
belief that the provision of health
care should principally stay local.

McLaren Thumb Region will
continue to be governed by their
local board of trustees, and all
funds raised by the foundation
will remain local, he said. As in
the past, McLaren Thumb Region
will make business decisions
based on the needs of the commu-
nity and, at the same time, will
gain the support of a large, suc-
cessful healthcare system.

“We are honored to welcome
McLaren Thumb Region as the
newest member of our growing
health system,” said Philip A. In-
carnati, president and CEO of
McLaren Health Care. “I want to
personally thank the members of
leadership and governance for the
trust they have placed in
McLaren.   Together, we will con-

tinue to provide the level of pa-
tient care excellence that this re-
gion of the state has come to
expect.”
McLaren Thumb Region is a not-

for-profit provider of integrated
healthcare.  Founded in 1906 as
Hubbard Hospital, it is a full serv-
ice acute care hospital.
McLaren Health Care, headquar-

tered in Grand Blanc, is a fully in-
tegrated health network
committed to quality, evidence-
based patient care and cost effi-
ciency.
The McLaren system includes 14

hospitals, ambulatory surgery cen-
ters, imaging centers, a 490-mem-

ber employed primary and spe-
cialty care physician network,
commercial and Medicaid HMOs
covering more than 620,000 lives
in Michigan and Indiana, home
health and hospice providers, re-
tail medical equipment show-
rooms, pharmacy services, and a
wholly owned medical malprac-
tice insurance company.

McLaren operates Michigan’s
largest network of cancer centers
and providers, anchored by the
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer
Institute, one of only 49 NCI-des-
ignated comprehensive centers in
the United States.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The main order of business during the last Ubly Board of Education
meeting focused on some coaching changes.

The board accepted “with regret” the resignations of Terry Messing,
Dave Kaufman, Charles Wright, Bill Sweeney, and Charles Wright from
their coaching positions.
The board then approved hiring Jim Becker as the head varsity football

coach, and Jim Wencel as assistant varsity football coach.
Wencel is well known throughout the Thumb. He spent 37 years as a

teacher, coach, athletic director, principal, business manager and super-
intendent at schools in the area. He was superintendent in the  Owen-
dale-Gagetown School District and principal in the Mayville School
District. He also coached football at Owendale-Gagetown High School
and wrestling at Mayville High School.
In other business, the board went into closed session to discuss a “letter

of understanding” with the Ubly Education Association, but took no ac-
tion when it returned to open session.

Also, school officials noted plans are moving forward on renovation
for a preschool building. The following contractors were selected:
Booms Construction for general trades construction for $79,000, Thumb
Cooling and Heating for mechanical for $25,756, and Wright Choice
Electrical for the electrical work for $44,000.
The total project cost will not exceed $175,631, which includes a con-

tingency fund of
10 percent, a management fee of three percent and general conditions
of five percent.
In February, the district bought the Re-Store Shabby Chic store at 4454

N. Washington Street to convert into a preschool facility. When the re-
modeling is done, the plan is to offer a tuition-based preschool starting
in the 2018-2019 school year.

Ubly board hires coaches,
addresses preschool work
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You might be a thinker, scientist, athlete, artist, inventor or 
musician. No matter your gifts, our faculty and programs 
will shape you in ways that unleash incredible opportunities.
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