
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Slowly but surely, Cass City area resident Cheryl Laming is getting
back on her feet after a fire ripped through the home she shared with
her 10-year-old daughter in northwestern Sanilac County last week.
“It’s getting better day by day. People have been so generous,” Laming

commented Friday, referring to donations of toiletries, food and clothing
that have poured in since the fire gutted her mobile home Tuesday.

Friends are or-
ganizing a bowl-
a-thon for Laming
and her daughter.
The event has
been scheduled
for Friday, April
27, at the Char-
mont in Cass City.
Details are avail-
able by calling
(989) 872-4321.
Donations can
also be dropped
off at the Cass
City Post Office.

Elkland Town-
ship fire fighters
were called to
Laming’s resi-
dence at 7612
VanDyke Rd. (M-
53), about a quar-
ter-mile south of
Ritter Road, just

before noon.
Fire Chief Glenn Guilds reported the blaze started near an LP gas fur-

nace, but a specific cause was not determined.
Laming, who was home when the blaze ignited, but escaped unharmed,

said she had just brewed a pot of coffee and sat down when she smelled
smoke inside the trailer. She walked down a hallway to investigate, and
saw flames through a closet door grate in her daughter’s bedroom. She
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Two injured in
Sanilac collision
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THIS YEAR’S Tuscola Stars winners included the Cass River Greenway,

represented above left by Bob Zellinger (left) and Joe Toth with presenter

Jodi Fetting, and Beagio’s Pizza, Kingston, represented by owner Bill

Herron, also pictured with Fetting, who is Tuscola County’s clerk and

also serves on the Tuscola Stars Planning Committee.

FIRE GUTTED the mobile home

Cheryl Laming shared with her daugh-

ter in northwestern Sanilac County last

week. Laming was home at the time but

escaped unharmed.

Fire guts Laming home

Security focus of
new committee
formed at school

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 8.

MEMBERS OF THE Deford Dazzlers 4-H Club Rocketry

Team – (from left) Mia Wright, 14, Sam Gordon, 14,

Ethan Thane, 14, Alexander Hansen, 17, and Teresa

Tomasino, 16 – prepare to test launch one of their rockets

at Jim and Sue Baughman’s White Creek Farm on Dodge

Road Saturday in preparation for this year’s national

Team America Rocketry Challenge, May 12 in The Plains,

Va.

Two thumbs up

Please turn to page 16.

Stars shine
brightly in
Tuscola Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“This is the celebration of be-
longing, being part of something
beyond ourselves – family,
friends, our neighborhood, and
the larger community. Shared val-
ues and faith bolster the feeling of
belonging and reinforce the solid
relationships that define our lives.
Community makes us part of
something that was there before
us and will outlast us.”

Tuscola County honored its own
last week, focusing the spotlight
on the spirit of volunteering – cit-
izens giving of their time and tal-

Please turn to page 8.

Class “hosts” soldier who was in Benghazi

Lounsbury
plans canoe
expedition
of the Cass

Please turn to page 6.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Well-known outdoor writer
Thomas Lounsbury is planning to
document his canoe trips down
the Cass River to showcase the
waterway’s beauty and the accom-
plishments of a grassroots group
dedicated to its water quality and
recreational opportunities.

The Cass River Greenway
(CRG) Committee was formed in
2007 by a group of local citizens
who were assisted with profes-
sional resources and by municipal
leaders, all working to enhance
recreational and water quality to
create the Cass River Water Trail.

Lounsbury plans to launch his
canoeing expedition Saturday,
April 28, at about 8 a.m.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

If any students figured teacher
Bill Hartzell might have run out of
interesting ideas to incorporate
into his popular History-Based
Movies Class at Cass City Junior-
Senior High School, they proba-
bly found themselves re-thinking
that idea last week.

Who could blame them after
spending more than an hour con-
versing with Kris “Tanto” Paronto
– one of the security team contrac-
tors who was involved in the
Benghazi fight — via monitor in
their classroom?

The Skype meeting took place
Tuesday, leaving both the students
and their teacher feeling is if they
had really taken an in-depth look
into what happened in Benghazi
back in 2012.

“The students at the end of last
year and the beginning of this year
wanted to watch the movie ‘13

Hours: The Secret Soldiers of
Benghazi’.  I told them at that
time I would get the movie and we
would try to do something special
with this film,” Hartzell ex-
plained.

“For months I (had) been work-
ing on trying to get a guest
speaker,” he said. “I finally got in
touch with one of the members of
the security team in Benghazi,
Kris ‘Tanto’ Paronto.  His sched-
ule was swamped with events and
lectures and he was traveling all
around the country.  Finally, we
got a commitment from him to do
a Skype with my classes on April
17 for 90 minutes during our
third- and fourth-hour classes.”
Paronto is a former Army Ranger

from the 2nd Battalion 75th
Ranger Regiment and a private se-
curity contractor who has de-
ployed throughout South America,
Central America, the Middle East
and North Africa. He also worked
with the U.S. government’s global

response staff, conducting low-
profile security in high-threat en-
vironments throughout the world.

Paronto was part of the CIA
annex security team that re-
sponded to the terrorist attack on
the U.S. Special Mission in Beng-
hazi, Libya, Sept. 11, 2012, help-
ing to save more than 20 lives
while fighting off terrorists from
the CIA Annex for over 13 hours.

As part of the Benghazi study
unit, each of Hartzell’s students
received an autographed copy of
the book, “13 Hours: The Inside
Account of What Really Hap-
pened in Benghazi”, from
Paronto.

“This book was a New York
Times Best Seller that he helped
create,” said Hartzell, who noted
students read the book, authored

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials agreed Monday to form a committee
charged with reviewing existing security measures in place in the dis-
trict, and to look at options that would further ensure student safety now
and in the future.
School Supt. Jeff Hartel recommended the action during an hour-long

regular monthly meeting, noting he believes the Cass City Schools al-
ready offers students a safe learning environment, “but I don’t think,
with society the way it is, we can just continue to do what we’ve been
doing and expect the same results.”
The goal of the committee, Hartel explained, would be “to talk about

what we have in place, what are some of the products out there, what
are some of the things (other districts) are doing.”

Hartel will serve on the committee along with fellow administrators
Chad Daniels, Aaron Fernald and Don Markel; board members Alice
Zaleski, Stacey Bliss and George Batty; a representative of the Cass

Dazzlers aiming high...
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The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-
dents of the month for March is
being a “Critical, Creative
Thinker”.  A student who is a crit-
ical, creative thinker identifies
problems, collects information,
and organizes, compares and con-
trasts data.  The student also forms
opinions, develops strategies to
solve problems, and evaluates

their conclusion.  The following
students have been chosen: Beni-
cio Torrez, first grade (elementary
level), son of Juan and Shannon
Torrez; Madelyn Haldane, eighth
grade (junior high level), daughter
of Robert and Patty Haldane; Jade
Androl, eleventh grade (high
school level), daughter of Eric and
Samantha Hunt; and Luke Ret-
ford, twelfth grade (senior stu-
dent), son of John and Gina
Retford. 

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Luke Retford.  Retford has been
very active in sports throughout
high school, including football,
basketball, baseball and golf.  He
also has been a member of the
band each year, in which he plays
the trumpet and currently serves
as band treasurer.  As a sopho-
more, Retford was inducted into
the Owen-Gage Chapter of the
National Honor Society.  He’s
been a member of the 3.0 Honors
Club each year and has been on

the honor roll all through high
school.

Retford served as class treasurer
his freshman and senior years.  He
was a homecoming representative
his freshman year and was chosen
as this year’s homecoming king.
As a junior, he was a snowball
representative and a member of
the prom committee.  For three
years, Retford has served as an
election official for Brookfield
Township.  The past two years he
has been a dual-enrollment stu-
dent with Mid-Michigan Commu-
nity College.  Retford is an active
member of the Owendale United
Methodist Church.  He has been a
member of the Michigan Youth
Sugar Beet Grower Program all
through high school.  His hobbies
include duck hunting, fishing,
farming and snowmobiling.   
Retford plans to attend Michigan

State University to pursue a de-
gree in crop and soil science
(agronomy).

Benicio Torrez

Madelyn Haldane Jade Androl
Luke Retford

Owen-Gage announces “students of month”
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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Hills and Dales General Hospital
officials recently announced Dr.
Candelaria Castaneda is retiring at
the end of the month.

There will be a retirement party
in her honor today (Wednesday)
from 3 to 6 p.m. at Ubly Heights
Golf and Country Club, Ubly.

With her newly-acquired free
time, Dr. Castaneda says she plans
to travel
and spend
time with
her family.

“During
her time
with Hills
and Dales,
she has
been the
provider at
Ubly Med-
ical Clinic.   She is known for her
compassionate care and for al-
ways going above and beyond for
her patients,” said Danielle
Blaine, Hills and Dales General
Hospital’s director of marketing
and foundation.

Castaneda earned her Bachelor
of Science in Social Work Degree
from Centro Escolar University in
Manila, Philippines, and her Mas-
ter of Social Work Degree from
Smith College School for Social
Work in Northampton, Mass.

She then earned her Doctor of
Medicine Degree from Far East-
ern University, Nicanor Reyes
Medical Foundation in Manila,
Philippines.

Dr. Castaneda did her residency
at Huron Road Hospital in Cleve-
land, Ohio, and her fellowship at
the Cleveland Clinic. 

Prior to working at Hills and
Dales, she worked in private prac-
tice for a majority of her career.

“We know she will be dearly
missed after providing 24 years of
compassionate medical care in the
Thumb,” said Blaine. “She put
much heartfelt consideration into
this decision.  “We can appreciate
that this will afford her some
much deserved time with her fam-
ily.”

Although Dr. Castaneda is retir-
ing, Angie Weber, nurse practi-
tioner, will continue to see
patients at the Ubly Medical
Clinic.

“We are looking at options for
which physician will also see pa-
tients in Ubly,” Blaine noted.

Gathering to
honor area
physician’s
retirement

Dr. Castaneda
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Pussy willow legend

And, that reaching out to help others benefits
everyone in making the world a better place to
live.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The sighting of the red-breasted robin is sup-
posed to be the first sign of spring.

I bet the robins that have been here for a while
are wondering why the heck they made the trip,
with the kind of weather we’ve been having dur-
ing the first half of April.

I, personally, do not put much stock in robins
being a season predictor.

For me, the first signs of spring are seeing yel-
low dandelions popping up in my lawn, and es-
pecially pussy willows along ditch banks.

Most homeowners wage chemical warfare
against dandelions. I use more of a live-and-let-
live approach to the weed, which I found out is
actually a good approach. According to a news
article I read, dandelions are an important food
source to sustain bees. And, for some people,
dandelions are a food source.
My mother would look forward to spring so she

could turn the dandelion leaves into a salad.
Yuck! I never tried that. My father would make
wine out of the weed’s flowers. That was a good
use for it; the wine was pretty good.

Plus, I loved the dandelion bouquets my sons
would gather for me. I miss those days.

Moving on to memories of pussy willows,
whenever I see pussy willows, I think of my
grandmother Covieo and the legend she told me
about them. The legend says a batch of kittens fell
in a pond when they were chasing butterflies, and
they were drowning. All the mother cat could do
was sit on the bank and cry as she watched the
fate of her offspring.
According to the legend, the willows that grew

along the pond’s edge were so moved by the
mother cat’s grief, they wanted to help. The wil-
lows bent their branches to reach into the water
to save the little kittens. 
The kittens swam to the branches and were able

to climb them safely to shore. The legend goes
that every spring since then, the branches on wil-
lows sprout little fur-like buds where the little kit-
tens had clung.
She explained the legend was told to her by her

grandmother and handed down from one genera-
tion to the next. She said the legend taught several
life lessons. One was not to focus on chasing
something pretty to the point of ignoring the
world – and dangers – around you. The second
point was that plain things — like willows — are
often taken for granted, but they are substantial
and compassionate.

All victims of sexual
assault need support

Stories detailing cases of sexual assault have inun-
dated the media in recent years. The sheer numbers
are shocking, but it’s important to remember that be-
hind each name is a person who needs the support of
those around them.

“Survivors of sexual assault have experienced an
unimaginable trauma,” said Michigan Attorney Gen-
eral Bill Schuette, who recently recognized April as
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
“As attorney general I have made it a top priority to

get justice for the men and women who survive these
horrific crimes,” he added. “But there is something
each and every person can do to help stop this crime:
We must all speak up and say something when we be-
lieve a friend, family member or acquaintance has ex-
perienced sexual assault. It is only by working
together (that we) can truly make a difference.”
Schuette’s office has tackled a number of high-profile

cases – most recently charging and prosecuting Larry
Nassar, a convicted serial child molester who was the
USA Gymnastics national team doctor and an osteo-
pathic physician at Michigan State University.
In addition, Schuette has worked with the Michigan

State Police, The Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office
and the Detroit Police Department to investigate and
prosecute cases arising from the testing of sexual as-
sault kits found in Wayne County in 2009, testing on
those kits was finished in 2015.
In May of 2016, the Department of Attorney General

secured its first conviction from the testing of those
abandoned kits.

The Department of Attorney General also collected
and tested more than 1,000 untested sexual assault
kits from around the state. Most kits were untested due
to a confession or a victim knowing their attacker.
However, testing the kits could possibly aid in con-
necting someone to another unsolved case.
Those cases are prosecuted by the Attorney General

Cold Case Sexual Assault Project.  The project is
funded by a U.S. Department of Justice grant
awarded by the Office of Violence Against Women, to
combat intimate relationship violence.
Sexual assault is any type of forced or coerced sexual

contact or behavior that happens without consent,
and can take place in the form of rape and attempted
rape, child molestation, and sexual harassment or
threats.
Sexual violence happens to people of all ages, races,

genders, sexual orientations, religions, abilities, pro-
fessions, incomes and ethnicities. It happens every
day in communities, schools and workplaces.

About 85 percent of sexual assaults are committed
by someone the victim knows – a friend, acquain-
tance, or partner; one out of four women and one out
of 10 men will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime;
79 percent of female victims of rape report that they
were first raped before age 25; and 28 percent of male
victims of rape report that they were first raped at age
10 or younger.
Michigan victims of sexual violence are encouraged

to call the national sexual assault hotline toll-free at
800-656-HOPE. All calls are confidential, and will be
answered by a local counseling center affiliated with
the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network.

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY
AT 6550 MAIN STREET, CASS
CITY, MICHIGAN, by Clarke Haire,
publisher.

Periodical postage paid at Cass City,
Michigan 48726. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to CASS CITY CHRONICLE, P.O.
BOX 115, CASS CITY, MI 48726.

National Advertising Representative,
Michigan Weekly Newspapers, Inc.,
257 Michigan Avenue, East Lansing,
Michigan.

For information regarding newspaper
advertising and commercial and job
printing, telephone: (989) 872-2010.

(USPS 092-00)

6550 Main Street

P.O. Box 115

Cass City, MI 48726

Phone: (989) 872-2010 

Fax: (989) 872-3810

Email: chronicle@ccchronicle.net

Website: www.ccchronicle.net

News Staff
Clarke Haire

Publisher
clarke@ccchronicle.net

Tom Montgomery
Editor

tom@ccchronicle.net
Krysta Boyce

Sr. Sales Executive
sales@ccchronicle.net

chronicle@ccchronicle.net
Deb Severance

Composition
Mary Drier

Freelance Writer, Columnist
Tina Pallas
Columnist

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Last week I enjoyed what some would claim to be
a once in a life time experience – twice.

On Wednesday, I made my way over to the west
side of the state to fish the Muskegon River near
Newaygo. With the help of guide Chad Schaub, I
was able to hook a dozen fish and land eight, in-
cluding three steelhead, north of 10 pounds each. 

Using a bait caster reel and 11’ rod, and floating
beads that imitated eggs under a bobber, was the
method used while jumping from hole to hole on
Schaub’s aluminum boat powered by a 80 horse jet
engine.
Over the weekend, I attended what was explained

to be a European Hunt at Deford area Walkiewicz
Pheasant Farms. There, approximately 500 birds
were launched Saturday to the delight of more than
60 participants gathered from all parts of the state
that filled hunting shacks that circled the elevated
blind from where the birds were released.

If that wasn’t enough, after nearly four hours of
blasting, guests were treated to an all-you-could-eat
buffet in the nicely appointed club house.  

**********

The Sanilac County Drug Task Force is proud to
continue sponsorship of what will be the 27th An-
nual Junior High Invitational Track Meet on Thurs-
day, May 3, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. at the Brown City
School High School Track & Field. All Sanilac
County Schools will again participate in both the
boys’ and girls’ division track events.  The public is
invited to attend free of charge.  As a community
leader, we look to your presence as a positive sup-
port of our youth.
The D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education)

Program or acronym also being used as (Define /
Assess / Respond / Evaluate) is in its 25th consec-
utive year of presentation in all seven Sanilac
County School Districts.  The goal of the D.A.R.E.
program is to prevent substance abuse and violence
(bullying) among children.  Emphasis is placed
upon assisting students in recognizing and resisting
the pressures that influence them to experiment
with drugs, alcohol, gangs, and abuse of bullying
by others.

The D.A.R.E. “Core” program has been ongoing
since 1990 and has moved to evolve with the
changes and challenges that face our children.
Sanilac County is fortunate to have its citizen’s sup-
port for the Drug Task Force Millage that directs
full D.A.R.E. funding towards our children in our
school systems, not only with the D.A.R.E. pro-
gram, but also providing important financial fund-
ing for school counseling services for those youths
in need.

It is the sincere hope of the Drug Task Force
Board, that the D.A.R.E Track Meet will reinforce
and support the message of a “DRUG FREE” envi-
ronment for our youth in a positive and enjoyable
day.  A good day for them is a great day for all of
us..
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Dori J. Barber, 40, Millington,
was sentenced to 90 days in the
county jail and 60 months proba-
tion following her plea of guilty to
a charge of operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, March 2 in
Millington.
She was also ordered to complete

480 hours of community service
and pay court costs and fines to-
taling $1,258 plus attorneys fees
of $500.
*Dennis J. Gardner, 58, Milling-

ton, pleaded guilty to charges of
operating a motor vehicle with a
high BAC (blood alcohol content)
and fleeing a police officer Jan. 18
in Millington Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$50,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Troy A. Harris, 45, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to attempted
assault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) May 6 in Fre-
mont Township, and to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
May 7, also in Fremont Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at a combined $13,000. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*Joshua A. McGill, 33, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to malicious
destruction of property totaling
$1,000 to #20,000 Feb. 5, 2017, in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Charles J. Taylor II, 29, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of
marijuana or a synthetic equiva-
lent, subsequent offense, Oct. 3,
2016, in Millington.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jason L. Elder, 36, Mayville,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 60 months probation follow-
ing his plea of no contest to do-
mestic violence, third offense,

Nov. 6 in Mayville. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time and pro-
bation, he was ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,008
plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Wyatt Martinez, 24, Sebewaing,

pleaded guilty to charges of deliv-
ery/manufacture of five to 45 kilo-
grams of marijuana or a synthetic
equivalent, delivery/manufacture
of marijuana or a synthetic equiv-
alent, and tampering with evi-
dence July 27 in Gilford

Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Anton J. Szep IV, 27, Saint
Clair Shores, pleaded no contest
to attempted maintaining a drug
vehicle, driving while his license
was suspended or revoked, and
impaired driving Dec. 14 in Ar-
bela Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

Two injured in Sanilac crash 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Two motorists, including a Cass
City man, suffered injuries early
last week in a traffic crash in Sani-
lac County’s Evergreen Township.

The accident was reported at
about 12:15 p.m. Monday on M-
53, south of Deckerville Road.

According to Sanilac County
Sheriff’s deputies, a 2018 Chevro-
let Silverado pickup truck driven

by Greg Biddinger, 58, of Cass
City, was northbound and crossed
the road centerline, striking a
southbound 2016 Mack fuel
tanker driven by 45-year-old
Robert Mullins of Riverview.
“The fuel tanker wasn’t loaded at

the time of the crash,” Undersher-
iff Brad Roff reported. “The driver
of the fuel tanker saw the truck
crossing the centerline and was
able to avoid a head-on collision,
however the truck still struck the
driver side and trailer.”

Cass City MMR personnel re-
sponded to the scene, Roff said,
adding it didn’t appear either
driver suffered serious injuries.

“The accident remains under in-
vestigation by the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Office. Alcohol was not
a factor in the crash,” Roff noted.

The Elkland Township Fire De-
partment and troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in
Caro assisted deputies at the
scene.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Trout opener brings
back the memories

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Cass City School officials re-
cently recognized the latest recip-
ients of the district’s coveted “Red
Hawk Award of Excellence”.
They are seventh grade student
Riley Klein, the daughter of Keri
and Jason Klein, and third grade
student Olivia Graff, the daughter
of Barbara and Chris Graff.  Klein
was nominated by the district’s
seventh grade teaching team.
“Riley is a pleasure to have in
class as she models the PRIDE
(Personal responsibility, Respect,
Integrity, Discipline, Enthusiasm)
character traits that we look for in
our students,” stated the team’s
nomination letter. “Olivia was
nominated for the Red Hawk
Award of Excellence for many
reasons,” Linda Stec said. “To
begin with, Olivia is a hard work-
ing third grader who takes her
school work seriously, always
completing her assignments while
doing her best.”

Eric Rievert has been named
Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
April. Rievert has been very ac-
tive in sports. He has been a mem-
ber of the football, basketball and
baseball teams each year through-
out high school. He’s also been a
member of the golf team the past
2 years. Academically, he has
been on the honor roll and a mem-
ber of the 3.0 Honors Club each
year. During his sophomore year,
he was inducted into the Owen-
Gage chapter of the National
Honor Society. Rievert is the son
of Edward and Ame Rievert of
Gagetown. His future plans in-
clude attending Eastern Michigan
University to earn a mathematics
degree.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Highlighting Cass City’s Annual
Community Dinner gala Saturday
night at Northwood Meadows was
the presentation of the citizens of
the year awards. The 2008 Citizen
of the Year honors went to broth-
ers Marty and Dave Osentoski,
while Rebecca Doerr was the Jun-
ior Citizen of the Year winner. 
Information Systems Technician

First Class Petty Officer Brian
Guinther of Cass City is currently
deployed to Baghdad, Iraq, and is
assigned to Information Systems
Division, Multi-National Corps-
Iraq at Camp Victory. Guinther,
the son of Jim and Joann Guinther,
Cass City, has served in the U.S.
Navy for the past 15 years.
Guinther, a 1991 Cass City High
School graduate, is expected to re-
turn to his home duty station in
Norfolk Va., in September. 

Jennica Richards established a
new school record in the 100-
meter hurdles with a time of
15.82. Her winning time erases
Jennifer Romstad’s 1992 mark of
16.3. With Jennica it was never a
question whether she would break
the record, but rather when,”
Coach Scott Cuthrell said. “With
this milestone now under her belt
the season is hers to enjoy.”

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Mr. and Mrs. Don Bullock of
Decker and White Lake announce
the engagement of their daughter,
Lynette, to Matthew Waligora, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Waligora,
of Quincy, Mich. Lynette is a 1992
graduate of Taylor University and
is employed at Dun & Bradstreet,
South Bend, Ind. Matthew will be
a January 1994 graduate of Taylor
University. Lynette is the grand-
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
Gross of Port Austin, and Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Bullock.
A multitude of things took place

at the last Cub Scout meeting of
Pack 3594. Four of the second
year Webelos, Travis Eyer, Jalal
Khoury, Matt Perry and Aaron
Volz, all received their “Arrow of
Light” award. The “Arrow of
Light” is the highest award in Cub
Scouting, These 4 boys, along
with Matt Hillaker, advanced to
the level of Boy Scouts.

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Wilson
of Gagetown announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, Lon-
nie, to William Nicosia of Las
Vegas, Nev. He is the son of Betty
Nicosia of Gladwin and the late
Thomas Nicosia.

Note:  The following is a reprint of a column I wrote several years ago
in honor of my late grandfather, whose memory I carry every day, but
especially this time of year.

Remember when your GPS and fish finder were rolled into one trusty
unit called grandpa?
I do.
Memories of years gone by, when I was a youngster at my grandfa-

ther’s side, learning the art of fishing for trout in streams throughout
northern Michigan, are as strong as ever for me, although it feels like a
lifetime since he passed away.

I still have trouble getting to sleep the night before opening day.
The last Saturday in April — which marks the regular trout season

opener in Michigan — has always been a special tradition.
Anyone fortunate enough to have been introduced to the art of stream

fishing (or any other type) by a father or grandfather, who knew the
value of time invested in a youngster, knows what I mean.
It’s been decades since my grandfather, Ray Miller, and I tramped any

of those northern Michigan streams during the years I was growing up.
A Kentucky native who stood all of about five feet five inches, he suc-
cumbed to Alzheimer’s disease many years ago.  My grandmother,
Lorena — his wife of more than 50 years — died less than a year after
he did.

Grandpa introduced me to trout fishing when I was about eight, the
beginning of an opening day tradition he and I would share for a decade.

“Ray, guess who’s
here?” grandma
would say as my
mom drove up into
my grandparents’
driveway.  Grandpa
greeted me the same
way each time I es-
caped Grand Rapids’
north side for a fish-
ing trip, which was as
often as I could man-
age.  “Hello fishin’
partner, ready to get
your limit tomor-
row?”
Our opening day rit-

ual would begin Fri-
day evening, when
we’d go outside,
flashlights and empty
soup cans in hand, in
search of night
crawlers.

The thought of pay-
ing 50 cents for
crawlers back then
irked my grandpa, who year after year used the same old seven-foot
steel fly rod and closed face reel.  I think he won the antique equipment
sometime in the 1940s.

Saturday would begin at 5 a.m. with the trip up to White Cloud.  The
journey there somehow always seemed much shorter than the trip back.
Once at the stream, we would part — he would head upstream, while

I’d go downstream.  “Remember to fish that big log,” he’d remind me
as he headed off into the brush at a surprisingly quick pace.
His earlier instruction always came back to me as I prepared to tempt

a native brook trout out from under that big log.
“Edge up to the stream slowly now,” he’d say.  “Just drop your bait in

and work it down.  Drift it along the sand until it slides into that hole.”
A distinct tug on my line would pull me from my daze and I’d reel in

a hefty 10-inch brookie.  I usually picked up a couple more before head-
ing back to the car for a lunch of bologna, cheese and crackers.
The day would end after visiting another stream or two, and soon we

would be pulling into my grandparents’ driveway.
“You all are home kind of early, aren’t ya?” were my grandmother’s

first words as we entered the kitchen.  She would glance down at the
trout in the cooler.  I would always grin, knowing what she would say
next.
“Is that all you got?  They look kind of puny,” she’d say.
“Is that so?” grandpa would reply.  “Well, next time we’ll take you so

you can show us how it’s done,” he’d say with a chuckle and a wink at
me.
When I return to some of those same old streams, I relive past opening

days.  I can’t help but feel grandpa’s presence when I step from my car
into a forest alive with chattering birds and squirrels, the rhythmic
drumming of a ruffed grouse and the soft gurgling of a nearby brook.
His legacy is still very much a part of my life.  He never gained fame

or fortune, but this grandson couldn’t be richer for having known him
and benefiting from his time and patience.

I can think of no finer tribute to the man.

a picture of McConnell taken the
day he was wounded, praised Mc-
Connell’s actions during duty. The
letter stated in part, ”He and the
other man in the picture single
handed knocked out two enemy
bunkers while myself and the rest
of the platoon were pinned down.
Even after he was hit he continued
to function by calling in the Medi-
vac helicopter and coming to my
position and letting me know the
whole situation.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Grant Ball were
surprised Saturday evening when
their son, Donald Ball, arrived
home unexpectedly. He had spent
two years in Rota, Spain. He was
met at Tri-City airport by his
brother and wife, Mr. and Mrs.
Wesley Ball of Reese, who were
also Saturday supper guests of the
Grant Balls. After 30 days leave,
Donald will be stationed at Nor-
folk, Va.

Genelle Renee, infant daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Generous
(Barbara Bliss) was baptized Sun-
day in St. Agatha’s church at
Gagetown. Godparents were Jack
Generous and Miss Renate Con-
nolly. Mr. and Mrs. William Bliss
and sons, David, Paul and
Charles, were dinner guests in the
Generous home following the
christening. Mr. and Mrs. Elger
Generous joined them in the after-
noon.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Mrs. Wm. J. Ashmore, Jr., re-
ceived a letter from her cousin,
Arthur W. Burnham, who is sta-
tioned somewhere in Alaska. Fol-
lowing are parts taken from his
letter and sent to the Chronicle by
the Rescue correspondent: “I have
been promoted to a staff sergeant
now and what a difference it is to
what it was two years ago. I re-
ceived $21 a month then and
thought it was quite a jump when
I started to get $30 a month. “Now
I am getting $115.20 a month,
more than five times as much as I
got at the start.”

Leonard Urquhart of Cass City
has been appointed deputy sheriff
by Sheriff Homer Hillaker. Julius
H. Goslin of Gagetown has been
promoted from chief deputy to un-
dersheriff, and Everett Starkey of
Fairgrove has been named chief
deputy.

Recently inducted into the U. S.
Navy as an apprentice seaman at
Great Lakes, Ill., Louis G. O’Con-
nor, 19, son of Mr. and Mrs. Den-
nis O’Connor, Cass City, has
reported to the U.S. Naval Train-
ing Station for a period of basic
training. In the 12 weeks of train-
ing to follow, he will be trans-
formed from a civilian into a trim
Bluejacket. His program will con-
sist of instruction in seamanship,
military drill, an indoctrination
into Navy customs and proce-
dures, and participation in a phys-
ical hardening program. 

100 YEARS AGO (1918)
Mr. and Mrs. Levi E. Dickinson

have received word from their
son, Lieut. Harold Dickinson, of
his appointment as captain.
Harold enlisted two years ago and
is now stationed at Mercedas,
Texas, with A Troop, 16th Cav-
alry.
Dear Father, Elbert Bearup: I am

in France and like it here fine. I
think France is lots more up-to-
date than England is. There are
buildings in England over a thou-
sand years old and the people
there are nearly as old-fashioned
as the buildings are. You would
laugh to see the box cars they have
here and in England. I think I will
take one home for a suitcase. To
tell the truth France is fifty years
more up-to-date than England is.
They have engines here about
twice as large as they have in Eng-
land and our engines are twice as
large as French engines; but I
think the country here is prettier
than it is in the states. Well, father,
those insurance papers are mixed
up in Washington you will get
them before long. I am well and
happy, no kick coming, every-
thing fine; of course, I am very
busy. I am not blue or lonesome or
afraid. Am looking on the best
side of things. Will write again
when I have more time. MYRON
R. BEARUP; 139 Aero Squadron,
A E F

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Scott and Henrietta Shaw of
Marlette announce the birth of a
son, Ryan Scott, born April 8 in
Huron Memorial Hospital, Bad
Axe. He weighed eight pounds,
eight ounces, and was 21 inches in
length. He joins a two-year-old
sister, Stacie Jo, at home. Grand-
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Allan
Shaw of Marlette, Mrs. Toshiko
Chii of Deford and Alfred G.
Cooklin of Cass City.

Bobbi MacKay has been named
to the dean’s list for the winter
term at Ferris State College, Big
Rapids. A minimum 3.2 grade
point average was required. A
freshman, she is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert MacKay of
Cass City.
Two Cass City High School stu-

dents won first place ribbons and
five won place ribbons in the
Michigan Industrial Education
Society regional fair Friday and
Saturday at Hemlock High
School. Winning blue ribbons and
qualifying for the state competi-
tion April 28-30 in Grand Rapids
were Jay McCluskey in mechani-
cal drawing and Brent Szarapski,
whose electric guitar was judged
best in class in woodworking.
Winning ribbons in mechanical
drawing were Pete Martin, Mike
Carpenter and Beth Tuckey, all
fourth place, and Andy Nichols,
sixth. Dave Parrish received a
fourth place in woodworking

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Cindy Ware of Cass City finished
in first place at the end of the
Bible quiz season, in the Saginaw
Valley Truth For Youth associa-
tion. Around 45 teenagers, com-
prising seven teams, have been
competing on both an individual
and team basis since last October.
The top seven quizzers from Sag-
inaw Valley will enter the state
competition in Grand Rapids May
6. Comprising the team, in addi-
tion to Miss Ware, are: Sheila
Grant of Caro, who was only 10
points behind, Robin Williams
and Bill Phelps of Caro, Steve
Cottle and David Wright of Mid-
land and Colleen Crooks of Bay
City. As a team, Cass City finished
in third place. Members of the
local team are: Cindy Ware, Paula
and Lori Ewald, Sally and Laurie
Ware, Jane Hutchinson, Sarah Bo-
stick, Blake Fisher, Jim Woods
and Dan LaPonsie. All are mem-
bers of First Baptist Church.
Coaches are Mrs. Rona Hillaker
and Mrs. Lynn Sherman. Cindy is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fer-
ris Ware and is a junior at Cass
City High School.

Navy Fireman Apprentice Scott
L. Atkin, son of Joan J. Hendricks
of Walnut Trailer Court, Cass
City, recently departed for an ex-
tended deployment in the Western
Pacific. He is assigned to the am-
phibious transport dock USS
Ogden, homeported in San Diego
and operating as a unit of the U.S.
Seventh Fleet. During deploy-
ment, Ogden is scheduled to par-
ticipate in various training
exercises with other Seventh Fleet
units and those of allied nations.
Port visits are scheduled in several
Far Eastern countries. The Ogden
is 570 feet long, displaces 16,900
tons and carries a crew of 490 of-
ficers and enlisted men, plus more
than 800 Marines for amphibious
operations. Atkin joined the Navy
in July, 1977.

Junior Citizen of the Year Ross
Ridenour accepted the plaque be-
stowing the honor from Phil Keat-
ing, vice-president of the Cass
City Chamber of Commerce.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  
Sgt. Randy L. McConnell, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Leigh McConnell,
Mt. Clemens, formerly of Cass
City, was wounded in the chest
and chin during combat in Viet-
nam. He is recovering in the hos-
pital at Cam Ranh Bay. Sgt.
McConnell, a paratrooper with the
101st Airborne Division, has been
wounded four times since arriving
in Vietnam on December 6, 1967.
He has been awarded the Purple
Heart with three oak leaf clusters,
the Bronze Star, and will soon be
awarded the Silver Star. Lt. Kevin
Beaton, McConnell’s platoon
leader, wrote to Mr. and Mrs. Mc-
Connell. His letter enclosed with

The author and his grandfather in

the early 1970s.



PAGE SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2018

Security focus of school committee

Continued from page one.
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“I am planning on launching from either the Elmwood Road Bridge
or from the Cemetery Bridge south of Cass City,” said Lounsbury, of
Cass City. “I haven’t determined which site yet.

“The end destination will be
Chippewa Landing off M-24 south
of Caro.

He estimates the trip from Cass
City to the city of Caro to end
about 4 p.m.
“I have a feeling we’ll have a real

good current,” Lounsbury said. “I
will figure out a couple stops en
route.”

Besides being a prolific writer,
Lounsbury enjoys history and has
a book about Elkland Township
and Tuscola County.

“The book ‘Diary of a hunter
from Ohio’ was written by
Oliver Hazard Perry. He was named after the Naval hero of 1812, but
no relation. He would come up by steamboat from Ohio to Port Huron
and travel into the Thumb to hunt,” explained Lounsbury. “He would
follow the Cass River to Indian Fields — that was before Caro came
about.

“There were a couple of Indian tribes there. He would get a canoe
from the Indians and come back up to Cass City to the forks to hunt.
Before there was a Cass City, the area was known as the Forks.”

Perry’s area to hunt was in Elkland Township.
“He loved the Thumb wilderness. He wrote how he would have to

climb trees to get a compass reading because the forest was so dense,”
Lounsbury said.
Perry documented his hunting trips in 1852 to 1854.
“That’s how Elkland Township got its name. There were so many elk

back then, hunters like Perry would travel there,” he said.
“His book mentions the communities of Vassar, Millington, and

Frankenmuth at that time was called Dutch Town. There was a trading
post at Bridgeport in 1853.”

The canoe trip from Cass City to Caro is only the first leg of Louns-
bury’s planned expedition down the Cass River.

“I am also planning on launching from Caro’s Indianfields Park on
Saturday, May 5. The destination is Frankenmuth, with stops in the Vas-
sar and Tuscola area,” he explained. “I’m planning other canoe trips
from there on down to Bridgeport after that.”
Accompanying him on the trip will be John Scollon, who will be film-

ing the outdoor-writer’s adventures.
And, Lounsbury is inviting others to join him on his trips on the river.
“I would like others to come with me to see what the Cass River Water

Trail has to offer,” he said. “Those coming with me should be sure to
have life-vests, which I highly recommend to be adorned throughout
the journey. I’ll be wearing mine. Springtime waters with fast currents
are very cold and unforgiving, and the river has a few areas of rapids.”
He would like to know how many will join him on his adventure, and

their contact information in case the trip has to be cancelled due to
weather or water conditions.

Lounsbury can be reached at (989) 872-2398 or via email at tlouns-
buryoutdoors@gmail.com.

For those who do not own a kayak, they can still participate in the
river trip. Eric Fielbrandt’s Frankenmuth Fun Ship’s branch business,
Frankenmuth Kayak Adventures, offers rentals. He is working with
Lounsbury and will deliver a kayak to the launch site that is selected
for the trips down the river for a nominal fee. For more information,
visit the website kayakfrankenmuth.com or call (989) 652-3400.

The Cass River Water Trail is 37.5 miles long. Along the trail there
are boat, canoe and kayak launch sites. There are also rest stops and
picnic areas, wildlife, maps and brochures detailing information about
the wildlife and plants in the area.
CRG officials are working towards developing the Cass River for eco-

tourism tourists and outdoor enthusiasts.
The CRG Committee received an assistance grant from the U.S. Na-

tional Park Service to help implement the organization and manage-
ment practices necessary to qualify for National Water Trail
Designation status. A new website about the CRG Committee and the
Cass River is expected to be functional by this summer at www.cass-
riverwatertrail.org.

Since 2008, CRG Committee has partnered with volunteers to clean
up sections of the river. Last year the clean-up effort started at the Cass
City Village Wastewater treatment plant and extended downstream to-
wards the city of Caro for about six miles.

So far, about 45 miles of the river has been cleaned up. Volunteers
have removed tires, furniture, truck, car and farm parts, cans, bottles
and more from the local waterway.

The possibility of developing a water trail extending from Cass City
to Caro was discussed last June after the clean-up.

Continued from page one.

Lounsbury plans canoe trips

Tom Lounsbury

City Police Department; and two
or three members of the commu-
nity, yet to be named.

Hartel said he isn’t promoting
any particular changes at this
point, but he cited measures being
taken by other schools, including
Lakers, where the board of educa-
tion in March unanimously ap-
proved a recommendation from its
student safety committee to hire a
part-time school security officer.

Laker officials plan to fund the
position with general fund dollars,
and if all goes well, they may ex-
pand the program next fall, with
the goal of having a full-time se-
curity presence on their campus.

Upgrades in school security
measures is among the improve-

ments on tap in Cass City should
voters approve a proposal millage
extension slated to go before vot-
ers in a special election scheduled
for Tuesday, May 8.
Residents are being asked to sup-

port an extension of an existing
three-mill tax that originally gen-
erated funding for a host of capital
improvement projects at what is
now Cass City Elementary
School.

That tax is slated to expire in
2021 but would be levied for ad-
ditional 16 years if voters approve
the extension and would raise an
estimated $8.68 million for repairs
and upgrades to the high school as
well as the elementary building.
While the debt would be ex-
tended, district residents would
not see an increase in the annual

tax amount they currently pay.
School officials have spent the

past several months prioritizing
needed repairs and upgrades they
hope to pay for with the bond ex-
tension money.

Those improvements target two
aging buildings, including the
high school, which was built in
1966. The district’s newest build-
ing – the former middle school,
now Cass City Elementary School
– was constructed about 20 years
ago.

If approved, the millage exten-
sion would provide funding for
projects ranging from school
building security, climate control
and electrical service upgrades, to
boiler replacement, school bus
purchases, technology upgrades,
science and STEM lab renova-
tions, and parking lot paving.

In other business Monday, the
board:
*Approved the recommendation

of tenure for Susanne Forester, al-
gebra teacher. The board also
granted a second year of probation
to Wendy Guinther, part-time
math teacher and daycare director;
Jane Ignash, social studies
teacher; Leigh Osentoski, ag sci-
ence and FFA; and Karen
Sweeney, Great Start Readiness
Program.

*Approved the appointments of
Evan Laurie and Keri Kempisty to
the district’s ag advisory board.
They were appointed to two-year
terms and will fill vacancies left
by board member Dave Milligan
and Jim Brown, who have opted
to step down. In addition, the
board approved the recommenda-
tion of Sue Battel to serve a one-
year term on the advisory board.
*Heard from Tuscola Intermedi-

ate School District (TISD) Supt.
Gene Pierce, who presented the
TISD’s annual budget proposal.
All local boards of education
within the ISD are asked to en-
dorse the spending plan.

Pierce presented a proposed
2018-19 general fund budget with
projected revenues of $4,649,739
and expenses of $4,668,069, leav-
ing a deficit of $18,330 – an
amount equal to less than half of
one percent of the total spending
plan.
The TISD has a combined budget

of roughly $34.6 million, special
education ($23.1 million funded
by 2.45 mills), career and techni-
cal education ($6.5 million funded
by 1.649 mills), and general edu-
cation ($4.95 million funded by a
tax of .141 mills).

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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News briefs

Drug “takeback” April 28
CARO – The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department will again be par-
ticipating in a national Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Pre-
scription “Takeback” event Saturday, April 28, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
in the lobby of the department in Caro.
The collection is designed to enable residents properly dispose of old

and/or unwanted prescription medications, while at the same time keep-
ing them out of landfills and out of the hands of individuals who might
abuse the drugs.

For those unable to participate Saturday, the sheriff’s department has
a 24-hour drop-off receptacle located in the vestibule. In addition, sev-
eral communities have “Big Red Barrel” receptacles available to drop
off old prescriptions. Locations include the Cass City Municipal Build-
ing, Michigan State Police post in Caro, Huron County Sheriff’s De-
partment in Bad Axe, and some pharmacies.
Items not accepted include liquids, syringes and fentanyl patches.
A Michigan Prescription Drug and Opioid Task Force study revealed

more than 54 million people ages 12 and older have abused prescription
drugs at some point in their lives. The survey also showed more than
70 percent of people who abused prescription painkillers obtained them
from friends or relatives.

Canfield lauds budget plan
LANSING — State Rep. Dr. Edward J. “Ned” Canfield, D.O., who
chairs the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human
Services, recently announced the committee has finalized its budget
recommendations.

Canfield (R-Sebewaing) said he’s especially pleased that the agreed
upon budget proposal includes increased funding to enhance opioid test-
ing. With Michigan’s steadily increasing opioid addiction and overdose
epidemic, research is needed to improve prescribing practices and treat-
ment programs, he said.

“As a physician, I know the solution to our state’s opioid epidemic
isn’t to simply lock up abusers,” added Canfield, who represents citi-
zens in the 84th District (Tuscola and Huron counties). “Abuse and
overdose are avoidable, but we must tackle the issue at the source by
doing all we can to prevent addiction before it happens.”

The budget also allocates $11 million for incentive programs to in-
crease the state’s ability to recruit, train and retain primary care physi-
cians in underserved areas throughout Michigan. The state will provide
partial student loan repayment for physicians who commit to working
in areas of the state that don’t currently have enough medical profes-
sionals to serve the number of residents in that community.
“It’s unfair and impractical that so many people across Michigan have

to travel extreme distances just to see a doctor,” said Canfield, who
helped spearhead one of the loan repayment programs. “These incentive
programs are a unique and innovative method of encouraging critically
needed specialties to serve those areas of highest need, urban and rural
underserved communities throughout the state.”
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Justice Clement set to speak
CARO – Michigan Supreme Court Justice Elizabeth T. Clement and
Dr. Linda Hesson will be the keynote speakers at the Thumb Regional
Sobriety Court’s ninth graduation ceremony, slated for Friday, April 27,
at 10 a.m. in the Tuscola County Circuit Courtroom, Caro.
The ceremony will recognize individuals who have successfully com-

pleted the multi-county intensive treatment court program.
Justice Clement was appointed to the Michigan Supreme Court by

Gov. Rick Snyder in November 2017. She is the 113th Justice and the
11th woman to serve on Michigan’s Supreme Court bench.  She previ-
ously served as chief legal counsel for the governor, cabinet secretary,
deputy chief of staff, and deputy legal counsel in the governor’s office.
Dr. Hesson is clinical director for New Light Consultants. She started

working as a clinical therapist in 1977, received her certification in ad-
diction counseling in 1989, and has been involved with the Thumb Re-
gional Sobriety Court since 2015.

Kingston Coach recognized
KINGSTON – The Michigan High School Football Coaches Associa-
tion recently honored Kingston Coach Brandon Jones for the outstand-
ing performance of his eight-man team on the field and in the
classroom.
According to the criteria for that honor, Kingston’s eight-man football

team had the highest grade point average in the state for an eight-man
team.

Annual walk/run cancelled
CASS CITY — This year’s Hills and Dales General Hospital’s 22nd
annual 5K Walk/Run, 8K Run and Toddler Trot, held in conjunction
with the Cass City Freedom Festival celebration, has been cancelled.
The cancellation is due to a change in scheduling, and the inability to

put all the logistics together, according to hospital officials, who say
the event is expected to return in 2019.

Jurors slated to earn more
TUSCOLA COUNTY — The mileage and compensation rate for jurors
has been increased.
The juror rate of mileage is now 20 cents were mile, up from 10 cents

per mile. Juror compensation for the first day or half day of actual at-
tendance at the court will be not less than $30 per day and $15 per half
day, and for each subsequent day or half day of actual attendance, the
pay will not be less than $45 per day and $22.50 per half day.

Basketball camp scheduled
CASS CITY — There will be a Thumb Pride Basketball Camp this
summer in Cass City.

The event is slated for June 18-21 at Cass City Junior-Senior High
School. Tickets to participate in the event are available at cramerbas-
ketball.com.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Dairy Odyssey returns to farms
in Thumb April 28 and June 16 

Young people interested in dairy
or animal science are invited to
spend a couple Saturdays – April
28 and June 16 — exploring dairy
cattle operations in the Thumb.
The Thumb Dairy Odyssey, now

in its third year, is a series of fun
and educational hands-on work-
shops being offered in Huron and
Sanilac counties this year. How-
ever, youths do not have to be
from one of those counties to at-

tend, according to Kari VerEllen,
4-H administrative assistant at the
Huron County MSU Extension
Office.

“This hands-on youth program
teaches young people about the
dairy industry, introduces youth to
career options in agriculture, and
strengthens skills used in FFA and
4-H competitions,” VerEllen ex-
plained.

“In the past two years, Thumb
Dairy Odyssey reached over 80
youth participants along with par-
ents and community volunteers,”
she said. “The program resulted in
more participants in local fairs and
a Thumb area dairy quiz bowl
team. Participants also said they
learned about new career options
in agriculture and were interested
in a career they learned about.”

The first of the 2018 programs
will take place Saturday at the
Leipprandt Dairy near Pigeon.

“The day will kick off with a
farm tour and three educational
stations,” VerEllen said, adding
participants will have the opportu-
nity to learn the finer points of
showmanship with members of
the Junior Holstein Association.
Other topics of discussion will in-
clude utilizing feed to unlock a
heifer’s genetic potential, and ex-
ploring how veterinarians identify
sick animals and how they narrow
down problem areas with a phys-
ical exam.

“On Saturday, June 16, Dairy
Odyssey Days will take place at
Deluur Dairy near Deckerville,”
VerEllen continued. Participants
will investigate what field reps do
on a farm and how they evaluate
milking operations; learn some of
the details of getting their cow
ready to show, including the de-
tailed work to make a show cow
or calf shine; and uncover how a
cow sees, thinks, and perceives
the world and them.

“This program is designed for
ages nine to 19, but all ages are
welcome,” VerEllen noted. “(It’s)
for all youth — farm kids, city
kids, country kids, FFA or 4-H
members as well as non- 4-H.

“Each day will be equally bene-
ficial as a stand-alone event, or
you can attend both days. Pro-
grams will begin each day at 10
a.m. and conclude at 2:30 p.m.
with lunch included,” she said.
“The cost is $5 per child, with ac-
companying adults attending for
free.”

To register, visit the website
https://events.anr.msu.edu/Thumb
DairyOdyssey2018/ or stop by the
Huron County MSU Extension
Office, located at 1142 S Van
Dyke Rd., Suite 200, Bad Axe.
For more information, call (989)
269-9949 or send an email to
mbuza@anr.msu.edu.

Griffith new
controller in
Sanilac Co.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle 

The new year started with a new
administrator at the helm in Sani-
lac County.

Tara Griffith was hired as the
county’s controller-administrator,
filling a vacancy left by the retire-
ment of Kathy Dorman.

Before taking on her new role,
Griffith served as finance director
at the Sanilac County Health De-
partment for about four years.

County commissioners honored
Dorman for her 30 years of serv-
ice to the county with a resolution
highlighting her career with the
county, which began May 1977 in
the treasurer’s office. Her tenure
included serving as treasurer and
later being hired as the county ad-
ministrator in 2005.

“Throughout her career as a pub-
lic servant, Kathy has provided
excellent service and quality, and
gained the respect and admiration
of her colleagues,” the resolution
states. “Kathy has demonstrated
her extensive knowledge of
county government with character
and integrity.”
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VETERAN CASS City School teacher Jeni Green

(right) was among the nominees for this year’s Tuscola

Stars awards in the above and beyond category.

AMONG THE nominees for this year’s Tuscola Stars

awards in the above and beyond category was Michigan

State Police Community Service Trooper Mark Swales

of the Caro post, pictured above with presenter Jodi Fet-

ting.

THE CHILD Advocacy Center of Tuscola County, a

unique program that assists law enforcement in investi-

gating child abuse and neglect cases via a staff that is

specially trained to interview children, was among the

Tuscola Stars nominees in the business category. Above,

Jodi Fetting presents a certificate of appreciation to cen-

ter Director Kathy Sweeney (left).

Continued from page one.

Tuscola County “stars” recognized

ents to benefit others and, in the
end, make Tuscola County a better
place to live and work for every-
one.
The 16th annual Celebrating Tus-

cola’s Stars awards breakfast drew
an attendance of roughly 150 peo-
ple Thursday morning at the Tus-
cola Technology Center in Caro,
where a host of individuals,
groups and agencies were recog-
nized for their contributions to
residents throughout the county.

This year’s winners in four dif-
ferent categories are:

*Individual category –
Mayville resident and retired edu-
cator Cindy Coxe was named this
year’s individual “star” for a host
of contributions, including found-
ing the “We Can Read” initiative
at Mayville Schools, providing
books to children and helping
them learn literacy skills.

“Cindy is passionate about the
Mayville community and takes
pride in the Mayville Museum and
its 100-year-old building. She
works with the Sunflower Festi-
val, the Lions Club, the chamber
of commerce and the American
Legion,” noted Gene Pierce, Tus-
cola Stars Planning Team co-
chairman.

Also nominated in the category
were Jennifer L. Alksink, Becky
Anderson, William Bushaw, 84th
District state Rep. Dr. Edward

*Business category – Also win-
ning a Tuscola Stars award this
year is Beagio’s Pizza, Kingston,
and owners Bill and Ann Herron
and family.
“Small towns owe a huge debt of

gratitude to the small businesses
that form the core of their commu-
nity. When there are not many
businesses in the area, it seems the
same ones get tapped time after
time to assist with numerous proj-
ects,” Pierce said. “This local
business steps up to the plate on a
regular basis to assist those in
need.

“When there is a local citizen in
need, this business is quick to re-
spond by hosting a spaghetti din-
ner. When the holidays come
around this business is there…
with contributions to the cause,”
he added. “The owners of this
business go far beyond financial
or food contributions to the local
community; they give of them-
selves. For over 20 years, one of
the owners has served as a cross-
ing guard for the local school chil-
dren. She is not on the school
payroll – rather she does this as a
volunteer.”

Other nominees in the business
category were the Patriot Party
Mart, Child Advocacy Center of
Tuscola County, Countryside
Transportation, Mayville State
Bank, Millington Pizza, The Oven
Restaurant and Club 24, Pompei
Pizza, Sports First Magazine and
Wingert’s Food Center.
*Above and beyond category –

Caro resident Cathy Mumby took
home this year’s above and be-
yond honor.

“Often our elderly citizens de-
pend on their neighbors to assist
them with everyday activities. It
becomes even more difficult for
the elderly when medical issues
add to the challenges,” McLoskey
said. “This volunteer has taken it
upon herself to go above and be-
yond by helping a neighbor with
stage four cancer.
“She has assisted neighbors who

could not come up with rent
money. When some in the com-
munity have been without food,
this volunteer stepped up with a
warm meal. She has brightened
the holidays for families with gifts
and food,” he added..”

Other nominees in the category
were Spring Coleman, Rikkii
Clarent, Taylor Dantinne, Jeni
Green, Josh Hahn, Lisa Hauben-
stricker, Krista Hirschman, Dan
Johnson, Gary Libka, Suzann Pe-
terson, Sheryl Piche, Diana
Slough, Michigan State Police
Trooper Mark Swales, Caro Po-
lice Officer Paul Strasz, Dan Sur-
gent and Nancy Zuzula.

noted the closet is adjacent to her furnace.
“I was panicked. It was scary,” said Laming, who attempted to put the

fire out, “but I realized there was nothing I was going to be able to do,
and I called 911.”

Laming was insured, according to Guilds, who estimated the loss at
$50,000 to $60,000. He also noted representatives of the American Red
Cross were contacted to assist the family.
Laming, a Cass City native who is employed as a rural mail carrier out

of the Cass City Post Office, said she and her daughter are currently
staying with her mom, who also lives in the area.

In spite of the loss of their belongings, she acknowledged the blaze
could have ended in tragedy. “I’m just very thankful it didn’t happen in
the middle of the night,” she said.

“It’s (community support) been overwhelming, wonderful. It’s just
been amazing,” Laming said. “I love this community.”

Cass City firemen, who remained at the scene for about two hours,
were assisted by members of five other area fire departments – Argyle,
Elmwood Township-Gagetown, Bingham-Ubly, Bad Axe and Elkton-
Oliver.
Multiple agencies were dispatched due to ongoing issues with having

enough volunteer fire fighters available during regular business hours,
according to Guilds, who said it’s a growing trend among departments
across the region.
“You might get two guys from this department and two guys from that

department, (but) a lot of people are working out of the area,” he said.
“I have 22 guys, and I think I have two guys that work in Cass City. At
one time it was the opposite of that.”

“Ned” Canfield, Chuck Fabbro,
Mary Gettel, Russ Hubbard, Mar-
garet LeValley, April Newsome,
Sue Steffek and Deva Weber.

*Group category – The Cass
River Greenway took home Tus-
cola Stars honors in the group cat-
egory.

“Natural Resources and recre-
ational opportunities are ex-
tremely important to the entire
Thumb region. It takes a dedicated
group to ensure the safety and
long-term health of our local wa-
terways,” Jim McLoskey, stars
planning team member, said in
making the announcement.

“In 2011 this organization re-
ceived a grant for a two-year study
of the Cass River. The findings of
this study would become the foun-
dation of making plans to improve
the local treasure,” he added.
“Every year since 2008, this or-
ganization…has sponsored a river
clean-up event. An average of
over 50 volunteers dedicate their
time and energy to this project,
which benefits the entire region.”

To-date, volunteers have col-
lected trash and junk while wad-
ing through roughly 43 miles of
the river, including sections just
south of Cass City during a clean-
up event held last summer.
Also nominated in the group cat-

egory were the Caro Community
Schools Athletic Boosters, Caro
Interact Club and the Reese Public
Schools Middle School Team.

Continued from page one.

Blaze destroys Laming residence
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STUDENTS IN Bill Hartzell’s History-Based Movies Class at Cass City Jun-

ior-Senior High School Skype with Kris “Tanto” Paronto last week. Paronto,

a former Army Ranger, was part of the CIA annex security team that re-

sponded to the terrorist attack on the U.S. Special Mission in Benghazi, Libya,

Sept. 11, 2012, helping to save more than 20 lives while fighting off terrorists

from the CIA Annex for over 13 hours.

Continued from page one.

Cass City students Skype with member of Benghazi security team

by Mitchell Zuckoff. Paronto is
portrayed in the movie that was
based on the book.

Not a political debate

“Even though Benghazi was a
hot topic in the 2016 campaign,
we (were) not discussing it as a
political piece,” Hartzell pointed
out. “We focused on the facts of
the story, and the primary
source/first-hand account of the
brave security team.”
The class followed its typical for-

mat by first reading their copies of
the book, and incorporating dis-
cussions and quizzes after each
chapter, according to Hartzell.
“We then watched the movie ‘13
hours’ and wrapped it up on Tues-

day with our Skype.”
Hartzell utilized an innovative

online resource called Peardeck to
facilitate class discussions.

“I could ask questions (and) stu-
dents could type their responses,
and we could review their re-
sponses as a class,” he said. “The
nice thing is that the responses are
anonymous…so students can
share their true thoughts ideas
without any social pressure. I am
able to get immediate feedback to
gauge if students understand their
content, and then I can adjust to
student needs on the fly.  It was a
fun way to do a book discussion
and at the same time highlight the
main ideas.”
Hartzell has proven himself to be

a creative educator, not only by
selling school officials on the idea

of offering a history class based
on sorting fact from fiction in
films three years ago, but by also
bringing those stories to life by in-
troducing his kids to some real-
life heroes, either in person or
through the high-tech magic of
meetings via Skype.

Past guests have included Cass
City native and former Astronaut
Brewster Shaw, who Skyped with
some of Hartzell’s students in con-
nection with the movie “Apollo
13”; and the late Bob Stickle, a
former longtime Cass City educa-
tor and veteran who was among
the military forces that partici-
pated in the D-Day invasion of
Normandy, France.

“We are now in the third year of
this class,” said Hartzell, who also
teaches civics/economics, an ad-

vanced colloquium history course
and seventh grade technology.

The movies class is geared to-
wards sophomores, juniors and
seniors, and this year’s lineup of
topics included studying the assas-
sination of President John F.
Kennedy.

“We watched the film ‘JFK’ in
class, read some theories of what
some people say who and what
was responsible for the death of
Kennedy,” he explained. “Then, in
groups, students created a closing
argument to a ‘jury’ for them to
hear their theories.  Jeff Hartel,
Amy Tamlyn, Wayne Dillon were
a few people who came in to be
our jury members and give feed-
back to our students about their
theories.

“This year we (also) Skyped
Bobby Plump, who is a legend in
the state of Indiana for making a
game-winning shot in their state
tournament, which is the premise
for the movie Hoosiers (Plump
was portrayed as the character
Jimmy Chitwood in the film).  We
got to have a great discussion with
him.

“I have been really happy with
how this class progressed over
these three years.  We started out
with one class of 18 (students), to
two classes of about 45, to two
classes of 53 this year,” said
Hartzell, who believes the offer-
ing has been a valuable addition to
the curriculum.

Separating fact, fiction

Hartzell noted both he and his
students contribute ideas when it
comes to selecting study unit top-
ics.
“Then I sit down and put time in

to figure out a fun innovative way
to get the history to the kids, how
to compare and contrast real his-
tory to Hollywood history,” he ex-
plained. “We use a lot of online
research, articles, interviews and
documentaries to build on stu-
dent’s knowledge.  We also work
in some projects to show knowl-
edge, and have lots of discussions.
Then, occasionally, we use tradi-
tional assessments, quizzes, tests
and essays.

“I (also) try to focus on making
students better writers in class by
explaining themselves thoroughly
and using details in their writing
to expand their points.

“I use movies to get the students
interested in history.  The movie is
a tool I use in the teaching of the
class,” Hartzell said. “I feel if stu-
dents can relate to a topic emo-

tionally or mentally, they will be
more willing to do research on the
events and people involved in the
history.  But by no means is this
only a class where we just watch
movies every day.  I try to make
the work rigorous and meaningful
to the students.”

Mission accomplished, accord-
ing to senior Lauren Dickinson.

“I have been in the history
movies class for three years and
it’s been my favorite class,” Dick-
inson commented. “We have done
Skypes, field trips, met with expe-
rienced people from events we’ve
covered, and have done lots of
projects.

“I enjoy this class so much be-
cause it’s such an interesting and
interactive way to learn about his-
tory. Our recent Skype with Kris
Paronto was a great experience
and opportunity, since it’s not
every day that you get to have a
first-hand account of a major
tragedy that our country experi-
enced,” she added.

Sophomore Hailey Beckrow
agreed.

“I have learned a lot this year
through the activities we do and
the movies we watch. My favorite
subject that we’ve covered this
year would be the attacks on
Americans in Benghazi. It was
very interesting learning about
such an event, especially because
you don’t really hear people talk
about it,” Beckrow said. “This
book allowed us to better under-
stand the dangerous situations and
obstacles that Americans faced
during a fatal night in Benghazi.”
Added senior Sayge Cuthrell, “I

never truly had a passion for his-
tory until I enrolled myself into
the History-Based Movies Class. 

“When we studied ‘13 hours’, I
was so intrigued, I told everyone I
could about the soldiers left in
Benghazi. I even followed most of
the men on social media,”
Cuthrell said.

“Mr. Hartzell has always gone
out of his way to make this class
not just a read-a-book-and-write-
an-essay type of curriculum. It is
a class where you actually get ex-
cited to come to, and you begin to
develop a passion for...history.”

“The attendance of students in
that class is great — they don’t
miss,” Hartzell said. “I had kids
rush back from a field trip this
past week so they wouldn’t miss
the end of this movie.  And about
ten juniors that had testing last
week got together this weekend to
re-watch the movie ‘13 Hours’.
Now, as a teacher, that is cool to
hear.”


