
Williams is scheduled to be sen-
tenced Friday, May 4.
“I think it’s really…such a tragic

case, such an unconscionable act,”
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark
E. Reene commented following
the trial.

Reene was quick to laud a host
of witnesses – from police officers
to emer-
gency re-
s p o n s e
pe r sonne l
and doctors,
to forensics
lab experts
– whose ac-
counts on
the stand
helped to
c o n v i c t
Williams, and whose response to
the scene of the crime is credited
with saving the life of the victim.

“They never get enough credit,”
he said. “It’s just a miracle that she
survived this.
“I really have to compliment the

jury, too,” Reene added. “They
paid attention to every witness,

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Only one of three senior members of the Tuscola County Board of
Commissioners is planning to seek reelection this year.
District Two Commissioner Thomas “Thom” Bardwell announced he

will be seeking another term. Bardwell represents citizens in the town-
ships of Almer, Ellington, Kingston and Novesta, as well as the city of
Caro.

Bardwell, who is currently board chairman,
has served as a commissioner since 2005.
Among veteran board members not planning

to seek reelection is Matthew Bierlein, who
recently announced his bid for election to the
84th District Michigan House of Representa-
tives seat now held by state Rep. Dr. Edward
Canfield (R-Sebewaing). The district is com-
prised of Tuscola and Huron counties.

Canfield has decided not to seek another
term.
Bierlein currently serves as the District Five

commissioner representing Denmark, Juniata
and Vassar Township, including the city of
Vassar.
In addition, District Four Commissioner Craig Kirkpatrick is not seek-

ing re-election. That district is comprised of Arbela, Millington, Tuscola
and Watertown townships.

District One Commissioner Tom Young said he will be running for a
second term. He represents citizens in Akron, Columbia, Elkland, Elm-
wood, Fairgrove, Gilford and Wisner townships.

And, in District Three, Commissioner Kim Vaughan is undecided at
this point if he will seek a second term representing residents in Dayton,
Fremont, Indianfields, Koylton and Wells townships.
The deadline for candidates to file is 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 24, for par-

tisan candidates, and 4 p.m. Thursday, July 19, for candidates without
a political party affiliation, according to Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fet-
ting.

Schuette visits
Thumb area

Photo, page 7
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Have documents
shredded free
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Two injured in
rollover accident

Page 4

William Williams

THE CASS CITY Envirothon Team – composed of

(from left) high school students Pearl Daskam,

Addy Battel, Sophie Mazure and Bella Hill – is

gearing up to host a free “Wild About Pollinators”

workshop at Rawson Memorial District Library in

Cass City Saturday, April 21. Above, team mem-

bers texture soil as they learn about soil quality and

land management. See story, page 16.

Thom Bardwell

AS PREDICTED, A mix of ice, rain and snow pummeled the Thumb over the weekend, leaving

roads dangerously slick and hundreds of area residents without power. Even before the storm ar-

rived, the entire village of Cass City lost electricity after witnesses reported a fiery explosion at a

DTE substation at the west end of town Friday night. Power was restored about 23 hours later,

but outages continued in outlying areas, and dozens of schools were closed Monday.

Deputies respond to near-tragic drug calls 

Bardwell lone veteran
commissioner running

Jury: Williams guilty on all counts in ax attack
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A jury spent just under an hour
deliberating before returning ver-
dicts of guilty on all counts

against a man accused of brutally
attacking his wife with an ax in
their Caro area residence last year.

The verdicts came following a
four-day trial in Tuscola County
Circuit Court.

William Russell Williams, 60,
was convicted on several charges,
including assault with intent to
murder, which is punishable by up
to life or any number of years in
prison. He was also convicted on

five counts of falsely reporting a
felony, and lying to a police offi-
cer during a violent crime investi-
gation. Each of those counts
carries a maximum four-year
prison term.

Ice, ice, baby...

Please turn to page 6.

Pair charged 

in break-ins at

Quaker Maid

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A pair of local residents were for-
mally charged last week in the
break-in of the Quaker Maid
Dairy Store in Cass City in Febru-
ary, and the attempted break-in of
the same business a month later.

Sonya L. Teller, 45, and RC
Logan Smith, 43, were charged
with multiple felonies, including
breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny and
conspiracy to commit breaking
and entering, which are punish-
able by up to 10 years imprison-

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A regional sobriety court’s con-
tinuing success story in the
Thumb returns to the spotlight
next week with the “graduation”
of another class of repeat offend-
ers who are turning their lives
around by facing addictions that
have landed them in court time
after time.

The Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court (TRSC) will host its ninth
graduation ceremony — acknowl-
edging 10 individuals who have
successfully completed the inten-
sive treatment court program –
Friday, April 27, starting at 10
a.m. in the Tuscola County Circuit
Courtroom.
A potluck dinner will follow the

ceremony, and the public is wel-
come to join in the celebration.

The TRSC is also known as a
problem-solving court – an inno-
vative program designed to ad-
dress an offender’s underlying
problem, in this case alcoholism.

“The Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court is a specialized treatment
court focused on improving public
safety in Tuscola, Sanilac and

Sobriety court
graduation on
tap next week
at courthouse

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Icy roads weren’t the only poten-
tially life-threatening situations
law enforcement officials faced

over the weekend in Tuscola
County.

Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputies responded to at least two

emergency calls involving drugs
that could have ended in tragedy,
according to Sheriff Glen Skrent,
who acknowledged illicit drug use

remains a serious problem in the
region.

The first of those calls came in
Saturday at about 1:30 p.m., when
Sgt. Ryan Pierce was dispatched
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Senior Movies on tap Friday at the library
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City will be hosting
its next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, April 20, at 1:30 p.m.
Films slated to be shown are:
*”After Stonehenge” – Archae-

ologists have long believed that
while the Egyptians were building
pyramids, the people living in
Western Europe were far less ad-

vanced. But new discoveries sug-
gest something far more exciting:
a 3,000 year old settlement in
eastern England that tells a dra-
matically new story about Bronze
Age life in Britain (60 minutes).

*”French Riviera: Uniquely
Chic” - The quintessential image
of luxuriating on a beach in Eu-
rope is on the Côte d’Azur, or the

French Riviera. After soaking up
more than our share of sun, view-
ers will see how this glittering
stretch of France’s Mediterranean
coast offers more than just a first-
class beach break (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

With identity theft on the rise and
more and more income tax fraud
happening, Knights Insurance
Agency at 6468 Main Street in
Cass City, is offering free docu-
ment shredding during the month
of April.

More than 2.7 million people
had their identities stolen in 2014,
according to Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) officials so it is im-
portant to be careful with informa-
tion used to file income tax returns
and to dispose of sensitive paper-
work when it is no longer needed.

“Shredding documents
instead of just throwing
them in the trash is one
way to protect your
identity,” said Knights
Insurance Agency owner
Amy Peters. “That’s one
of the services we offer
because one of the im-
portant aspects of our
job is to protect our cus-
tomers.”

The shredding service
is available Monday
through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Shredding will be done
by Shred Experts of Sag-
inaw.

“The service is avail-
able to everyone in April
— not just for our cus-
tomers, but to the whole
community,” said Pe-
ters.
She offered the follow-

ing suggestions on how
to protect personal infor-

mation: Never carry your Social
Security card or number in your
wallet or purse, or have it printed
on checks. Do not give personal
information via email, phone or
Internet except to confirmed
sources.  Obtain a copy of your
credit report annually and report
any discrepancies.

Peters also recommends not
using personal information for
passwords or PIN numbers, such
as birth date, Social Security num-
ber, mother’s maiden name, etc.
Review monthly bills and account
statements, and report inaccura-
cies immediately.
You can also use a credit monitor-

ing service and you can purchase
Identity Theft Insurance.  This
type of insurance provides cover-
age for expenses related to restor-
ing your identity such as attorney
fees, lost earning as a result of
time off work, loan reapplication
fees, and other out-of-pocket ex-
penses.
If you do become a victim, report

it to the police, the Federal Trade
Commission, credit reporting
agencies and creditors.  

For more information about the
free shredding or identity theft in-
surance, contact Knights Insur-
ance Agency at (989) 872-5114.

MEMBERS OF Knights Insurance Agency, from left,

Rochelle Brown, Heidi Hartwick, Sue Marlow and

Amy Peters offer free shredding for the month of April

to residents. 

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The Tuscola County Medical
Care Facility in Caro was recently
recognized for the quality of care
it provides.
The American Health Care Asso-

ciation (AHCA) awarded the Tus-
cola County Medical Care
Community a Certificate of
Achievement for the attainment of
AHCA Quality Initiative goals,
according to Tuscola County
Medical Care CEO Brenda Kret-
zschmer RN, NHA.

The certificate of achievement
award was based on several fac-
tors, including decreasing
turnover rates among nursing
staff, customer satisfaction, reduc-
ing unintended health care out-
comes, reducing hospital
re-admissions, improved rates of
discharge, reducing the use of an-
tipsychotics, and reducing hospi-
talizations among long-term
residents.
Successful ventures of this mag-

nitude can only be accomplished
with teamwork and strong leader-
ship, according to Kretzschmer,
who said the Tuscola County fa-
cility is committed to being a
leader in skilled nursing care for
the residents of the county and
state.

Kretzschmer took over as CEO
in September 2017 following the
retirement of Margot Roedel after
serving in the role for 17 years.

The Tuscola County Medical
Care Facility serves patients who
need long-term care as well as
those requiring short-term care
and rehabilitation. The facility’s
roots date back to 1860. Since
then, the facility has strived to
keep pace with the changing
needs of today, from total care to
assisted living.

About 18.3 percent of Tuscola
County’s population of 54,000 is
65 or older, and that number is in-
creasing as Baby Boomers age.

Medical care
facility earns
recognition 
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Snail pace winner

a wheel-walker because I learned that even snails
can be world champions.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Whoever said getting old marked the arrival of
the “golden years” had no idea what they were
talking about.
I have learned that getting older is more like en-

tering the “metal years.” I have silver in my hair.
Gold frames in my bifocals, aluminum in my
wheel-walker, and lead in my bottom.
I really hate having to use a wheel-walker to get

around. I used to race cars and motorcycles on
tracks in the area. And, I sometimes used to ex-
ceed the speed limit on highways, which earned
me more than a few tickets from local sheriff’s
deputies.
After a while I lost interest in racing and learned

to slow down in order to keep my driver’s license. 
I really slowed down when I had to start using a

wheel walker to get around. I really hate using
that walker, and the snail pace I have now. Be-
cause of my limited mobility, a news report on a
racing snail got my attention.

Each year there is a world champion snail race
in England. Really. I looked it up on the Internet.

I figure it must be the English version of Mark
Twain’s 1865 story entitled the “Celebrated
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County.” I’m not sure
if there really was a frog jumping contest in
Calaveras County, but back in the 1800s, there
wasn’t a lot to do for entertainment, so there
could have been such a contest.
According to what I found out about England’s

snail race, the event has been around for 50 years,
and the first snail to cross the finish line – a dis-
tance of about 13 inches — wins the race. Each
snail has a little sticker on its back with a number
to keep track of them, sort of like the numbers
painted on race cars. 
My research also revealed that the snail track is

kept wet because snails like dampness, and there
is even a “snail trainer” who coordinates the races
and starts the race heats by yelling, “Ready,
steady, slow.”
The winner of the last snail race was Larry, who

Tara Beasley plucked from a garden the night be-
fore the race. Larry streaked across the finish line
in 2:47 minutes. Although Larry’s race time
sounds rather impressive for a snail, he did not
beat the world snail-race record. Archie the Snail
holds the world record set in 1996 after covering
the entire 13-inch length in two minutes.

As winner of the snail race, Larry and Beasley
receive a trophy filled with lettuce. It is a duo-
purpose prize. The lettuce can be enjoyed by
Larry and in a salad by Beasley.

Anyway, the main point of this column is that,
“slow and steady wins the race.”
Suffice it to say I don’t feel so bad having to use

Driving distracted? U

Drive. U Text. U Pay

In spite of laws banning texting and driving, mo-
torists juggling the wheel of their vehicles and a cell
phone is a common sight on area roadways.
But the dangers inherent in distracted driving remain

all too real. The truth is, texting just one “LOL” or
“SMH” could change your life forever. You could end
up in jail, injured, or even dead.
At the very least, motorists caught texting and driv-

ing find themselves a few dollars lighter, according to
Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent, who is joining
law enforcement officials throughout the state and na-
tion in sharing a simple message: U Drive. U Text. U
Pay.
Law enforcement agencies are stepping up patrol ef-

forts this month and targeting distracted drivers.
“Driving and texting is not only dangerous and ir-

responsible, it’s illegal,” Skrent said. “Drivers who
break our state’s texting law will be stopped and cited.

Texting while driving is especially dangerous be-
cause it involves three main types of distraction:
*Visual – taking your eyes off the road.
*Manual: Taking your hands off the wheel.
*Cognitive – taking your mind off the task of driv-

ing.
Michigan’s texting law prohibits drivers from read-

ing, manually typing or sending text messages while
driving. Violating the texting law can be costly; Mo-
torists convicted of a first offense may be fined $100,
with subsequent offenses costing $200 each.

Distracted driving statistics paint a grim picture of
what can happen when motorists aren’t paying atten-
tion to the road.

In 2016, an estimated 3,450 people were killed na-
tionwide in motor vehicle accidents involving dis-
tracted drivers, according to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Those crashes
made up just over nine percent of all fatal accidents
in that same year.
In Michigan, distracted driving accounted for 12,788

crashes in 2016, including 43 fatalities and 5,103 in-
juries, according to Michigan State Police Criminal
Justice Information Center.
A 2014 article in the New England Journal of Med-

icine stated the risk of a crash or near-crash among
novice drivers increased with the performance of
many secondary tasks, including texting and dialing
cell phones.
Research by the NHTSA reveals that millennials are

the biggest offenders when it comes to texting and
driving, with more 16- to 24-year-olds handling
phones while driving than any other age group.
In addition to cell phone use, distracted driving may

involve eating and drinking, using a navigation sys-
tem, attending to children, grooming, reading, talking
to passengers, and even changing a radio station set-
ting.

We understand the temptation to pick up that cell
phone while driving, especially when an audible tone
indicates you’ve received a text or email. If you can’t
resist taking a look, why not pull over in a safe loca-
tion before reading and responding?

When you really get down to it – and consider the
risk of injury and death a districted driving accident
can cause – is there any message so urgent that it
can’t wait?
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Canfield did great job

Editor,

State Rep. Ed Canfield is exactly the kind of
person we need serving in the Legislature, and
it is hard to see him go after serving the people
of Huron and Tuscola counties for three years
with such integrity and excellence.

Rep. Canfield did a phenomenal job of put-
ting his communities first because he was
there for all the right reasons — to be a voice
of common sense for the people who elected
him.
After serving in the legislature myself, I have

experienced those that want to make them-
selves look good compared to those who want
to do good.
Rep. Canfield always took the higher road to

serve others instead of himself. Dr. Canfield,
you will be missed!

Kevin Daley
Former state representative and candidate for
the 31st District State Senate seat (Bay, Lapeer
and Tuscola counties)

Here’s your chance to own a piece of Michigan his-
tory. But you’d better move quickly — and have a
heavy-duty truck and trailer to transport the treasure
home.
The Mackinac Bridge Authority is auctioning off two-

ton sections of the bridge’s original steel grating. Each
section measures roughly 5.5 feet by 38 feet. Seven
identical sections of the grating were being sold via an
online auction that ends Thursday, April 19, at 9 a.m.
The bridge authority reports it will cut a section into
two shorter pieces if the buyer wants, and will load
them for transport.

The Mackinac Bridge, spanning nearly five miles,
connects Michigan’s Upper and Lower Peninsulas and
crosses the waterway that links Lakes Huron and
Michigan.

The bridge, including approaches, and the world’s
longest suspension bridge between cable anchorages,
was designed by engineer Dr. David B. Steinman. Mer-
ritt-Chapman & Scott Corporation’s $25,735,600
agreement to build all the foundations led to the mobi-
lization of the largest bridge construction fleet ever as-
sembled.
Construction of the massive structure officially began

amid ceremonies May 7 and 8, 1954, at St. Ignace and
Mackinaw City. The bridge opened to traffic Nov. 1,
1957.

**********

The Cass City High School band is in need of new
marching band uniforms. Accordingly, Thumb Bank
& Trust is teaming up with the band boosters and com-
munity members to host a Pancake Supper before the
Spring Band Concert on May 9th from 5 – 6:30 at the
Jr/Sr. high school.  

Band Director Laura Curtis says, “We have the uni-
forms looking pretty good on the outside but the in-
sides are dry rotting, and the pants are blowing out the
inner seams.  We had 2-4 kids per game blow huge
holes in their pants each game by just walking or
marching normal.  The seams are super weak just be-
cause they are so old.”
The Boosters will need to purchase roughly 150 uni-

forms. 

**********

Citing the addition of nearly 3 million people to the
Michigan Organ Donor Registry since 2011, Secretary
of State Ruth Johnson held her final Donate Life Day
event and thanked staff and volunteers who have ex-
panded the registry.

Johnson joined partners Gift of Life Michigan and
Eversight at Hurley Medical Center in Flint recently
to celebrate April as Donate Life Month.

“When I took office in 2011, only 27 percent of
Michigan adults had signed up on the Michigan Organ
Donor Registry, and now that number is at 63 per-
cent,” Johnson said. “Thanks to the hard work and
dedication of Secretary of State staff, volunteers and
partners, we have come a long way in improving the
lives of Michigan residents in need of a life-saving or
life-changing transplant.”
Johnson made huge changes in the way the Secretary

of State’s Office approached organ donation when she
took office in 2011. About 85 percent of people who
sign up do so through the Secretary of State’s Office.

Johnson was joined by Dorrie Dils, CEO for Gift of
Life Michigan, the state’s organ and tissue recovery
program; Diana Kern, vice president for philanthropy
for Eversight, the state’s cornea and eye tissue recov-
ery program; Hurley Medical Center vice president
and chief medical officer Dr. Michael Jaggi; a pedi-
atric heart recipient from Rochester Hills; a Saginaw
resident waiting for a kidney; and family members
whose loved ones donated organs to save the lives of
strangers.

“Every time someone joins the Donor Registry they
give hope to their fellow residents who are desperately
waiting for a transplant,” Dils said. “We thank our
partners at the Secretary of State for their dedication
in helping people make this decision to save and im-
prove lives. We honor life through donation, and to-
gether, we are building a culture where donation is
becoming the norm across the state of Michigan.”

Johnson presented a Shining Star Award to Valerie
Canary, a registered nurse at Hurley Medical Center
who acts as the center’s donation liaison. The number
of donors has risen since Canary became the liaison in
2015. She has also taken her passion for donation into
the Flint community, registering new donors and edu-
cating the public. Shining Stars are given to groups or
individuals who show exceptional dedication, out-
standing support, novel partnerships or extraordinary
efforts in the area of organ, tissue and eye donor
awareness. 

We added more than 341,000 new names to the
Michigan Organ Donor Registry last year,” Kern said.
“Eversight is grateful to partner with the Secretary of
State and her staff, because we’re working together to
make a direct impact in the lives of those in need.” 
Anyone can join the Michigan Organ Donor Registry

by visiting www.Michigan.gov/organdonation or any
Secretary of State office. Those who sign up receive a
heart emblem for their driver’s license that indicates
their decision to be an organ donor. People will receive
a heart-logo sticker when people join the registry at a
Secretary of State office or online. A new card with a
permanent heart emblem is issued at renewal time.
One person can transform the lives of up to 75 people
through organ, tissue and eye donation.
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Mystery in Tuscola County...

TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies impounded this

apparently abandoned vehicle last week after discover-

ing it parked in a Michigan Department of Natural Re-

sources parking lot at Swaffer and Washburn roads. “A

suitcase was found in the area. The vehicle is from Wis-

consin and not reported stolen,” Sheriff Glen Skrent re-

ported on the department’s Facebook page. “If you have

any information on this vehicle, please call 911 and they

will report the information to us. The owner of the ve-

hicle could not be located at the time of this report.”
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Pair injured in rollover crash 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Snover man and his passenger
were both seriously injured when
they were thrown from their vehi-
cle Thursday afternoon in Sanilac
County’s Flynn Township, Sanilac
County Sheriff’s deputies re-
ported.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene of the crash – near the inter-
section of Aitken and Shepherd
roads – at about 3:55 p.m.

According to Sgt. Matt Arm-
strong, the investigation deter-
mined that a 2003 Ford Explorer
Sport Trac was traveling east on
Aitken Road west of Shepherd
Road when the accident occurred.
“The vehicle was being operated

by a 24-year-old male from
Snover and also occupied by a 22-
year-old female from Peck,” Arm-

strong said. “The driver of the ve-
hicle lost control just west of the
above intersection. The vehicle
left the roadway on the south side
of the road and flipped one time
before landing in the ditch on the
east side of Shepherd Road.

“The male subject was trans-
ported to Marlette Hospital by
Marlette EMS and later by heli-
copter to Saginaw Covenant

Cooper,” Armstrong said. “The fe-
male was transported to Marlette
Hospital by Marlette EMS and
later transported by ambulance to
Flint Hurley (Medical Center).”
The sergeant noted neither occu-

pant was wearing a seatbelt, re-
sulting in both being ejected from
the vehicle. “Airbags did not de-
ploy, and alcohol is not believed
to be a factor,” he added.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A series of recent traffic stops in
conjunction with ongoing investi-
gations into illegal drug activities
in Sanilac County led to seven ar-
rests, according to Sanilac County
Drug Task Force Director Jim
Johnson.

“The Sanilac County Drug Task
Force, utilizing marked patrols
from the Marlette Police Depart-
ment, Michigan State Police and
the Sanilac County Sheriff’s (De-
partment), made several traffic
stops in and around the City of
Marlette and Marlette Township,”
Johnson reported, noting the traf-
fic stops occurred April 4 through
April 6.
Individuals arrested were:
*A 22-year-old male from Mar-

lette with three outstanding war-
rants for probation violations out
of Sanilac and Lapeer counties.

*A 57-year-old male from Mar-
lette with a warrant issued in Sani-
lac County.

*A 51-year-old male from Mar-
lette with two out-of-county war-
rants and an open intoxicants
charge.

*A 33-year-old male from Mar-
lette, charged with driving while
his license was suspended or re-
voked, second offense.
*A 28-year-old female, Jillian M.

Palmer of Sandusky, who has
been arraigned on charges of pos-
session of heroin and possession
with intent to deliver heroin.
*A 26-year-old male, Michael G.

Eppenbrock, Marlette, who has
been arraigned on charges of pos-
session of cocaine and heroin.
*A 29-year-old male, Kenneth R.

Kienitz of Marlette, who has been
arraigned on charges of posses-
sion of cocaine/heroin, operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of drugs, and maintain-
ing a drug vehicle.

“Three vehicles from the traffic
stops were impounded,” Johnson
said. “Pending lab results may see
additional charges sought.”
The drug task force received ad-

ditional assistance from the St.
Clair County K-9 Unit.

Sanilac drug
team arrests
7 suspects in
traffic stops

����������



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2018

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Dying to work
more? Not me

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

The latest recipients of the cov-
eted Red Hawk Award of Excel-
lence are Cass City students Olivia
Graff, third grade, and Riley
Klein, seventh grade. Both girls
were honored during a recent Cass
City Board of Education meeting.
Tyler Nicholas, of Cass City, was

the first successful spring turkey
hunter to stop by the Chronicle of-
fice. Hunting east of town, his tro-
phy bird weighed 22 pounds and
had a 9 3/4 inch beard with ¾ inch
spurs.
Sam Moore, a former community

development/parks and recreation
director for the village of Cass
City, was among the nominees for
this year’s Tuscola Stars awards in
the Individual Category. 

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Eric Zaleski has been named
Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
April. Zaleski has been very active
in sports and has won numerous
awards throughout high school.
He has been a member of the foot-
ball, basketball and baseball teams
for 4 years. Zaleski served as class
treasurer in his freshman, junior
and senior years. He was a home-
coming representative as a fresh-
man, and was voted the 2008
homecoming king by his fellow
students and staff. The son of Joe
and Dawn Zaleski of Owendale,
his future plans include attending
college in the fall.

Cass City’s Nina Davis is con-
gratulated by Tuscola Stars Plan-
ning Team Co-Chair Susan Walker
after being nominated for this
year’s “Above and Beyond” cate-
gory during the Celebrating Tus-
cola’s Stars annual breakfast
Thursday morning at the Tuscola
Technology Center in Caro.

DeAnna R. Newby and Keith B.
Romstad, formerly of Cass City,
were married Dec. 28, 2007 in a
ceremony at Westminster Presby-
terian Church, Bay City. Pastor
Brad Speirs of Cass City offici-
ated. The bride is the daughter of
Louisa M. Cartwright of Bay City
and David Newby of Mattoon, Ill.
The groom is the son of Bruce and
Ronna Romstad of Bowling
Green, Ohio. The couple greeted
guests at the Grand Banquet and
Conference Center in Bay City
following the ceremony. They
honeymooned in Santa Barbara,
Calif., and currently reside in Bay
City.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Bethany and Anthony Langlois
announce the arrival of a new baby
brother, Mitchell Joseph. He was
born April 2 at Huron Memorial
Hospital, Bad Axe, and weighed 8
pounds, 4 ounces and was 21 1/4
inches long.   

Parents are Mike and Ruth Lan-
glois, Grandparents are Joe and
Ruth Windy of Cass City and
Richard and Betty Langlois of
Gagetown.
Wayne and Terri Karavos of Cass

City are the parents of a baby boy,
Nicholas Wayne, born April 16 at
Huron Memorial Hospital, Bad
Axe. The baby weighed 8 pounds,
10 ounces and was 21 1/2 inches
long. He has 2 sisters, Erica and
Brittany at home.

Matthew and Sharon Woody of
Cincinnati announce the birth of a
son, Zachary Matthew, April 13, at
6:22 a.m. He weighed 7 pounds, 2
ounces and was 19 1/4 inches
long. Matthew is formerly of Cass
City.

The United States Achievement
Academy recently announced that
Kurt Hunt has been named a
United States National Award win-
ner in science. The Academy rec-
ognizes fewer than 10% of all
American high school students.
Hunt, who attends Shawnee High
School, Shawnee, Okla., was
nominated by Don Monroe, a sen-
ior counselor at the school.

Minde Sue Bolz, a freshman at
Milan High School, has been
named a United States National
Award winner by the United States
Achievement Academy. She is the
daughter of James and Karen
(O’Dell) Bolz of Milan and the
granddaughter of Ivan and Irene
Tracy of Cass City. She was nom-
inated by her English teacher. Cri-
teria for selection include

I’m not sure where I heard it, but I really appreciate the individual
who wisely observed that few people have ever gone to their graves
wishing they had spent another day on the job.

I can relate.
For me, it’s a balancing act. I mean, work brings a certain amount of

challenge and satisfaction into my life. It keeps my mind on its toes, so
to speak, and (hopefully) is slowing down those mental lapses that
pester me as I approach middle age. Ahem.
On the other hand, it can be easy to get caught up in your work, espe-

cially if you enjoy what you do or measure your self-worth by what you
do. But when it comes right down to it, who wants to be remembered
for spending more time earning a living than living a meaningful life?

Okay, so maybe that sounds a bit cheesy.  The older I get, however,
the more I embrace that sort of thinking.  I’m more about today than
worrying about yesterday or tomorrow, in part because I’ve see the
names of far too many of my peers in the obituary columns.
I also pay more attention to the ages in those obituaries than I’m com-

fortable with these days. You, too?
But I digress.
I was reminded of the importance of revisiting priorities when I came

across an article on the website www.themindunleashed.org, written by
a nurse who revealed the five common regrets she’s heard many people
express on their death beds.
They are, in no particular order:
*I wish I’d had the courage to live a life true to myself, not the life

others expected of me.
*I wish I hadn’t worked so hard.  
*I wish I would have had the courage to express my feelings.
*I wish I had stayed in touch with my friends.
*I wish that I had let myself be happier.
Now, expressing my feelings pretty much comes naturally to me (at

times, much to the chagrin of family members and co-workers). And I
figure I’m reasonably happy, in part, because I’ve never been interested
in growing up completely. Hey, if you’re too old to be silly on occasion,
you’re just too darned old, as far as I’m concerned.
As for letting myself be happier, I’ve come to truly appreciate sobriety

and the importance of never forgetting the hellish battle it took to get
that way. I also put a great deal more stock into the value of forgive-
ness.

Of course, when it’s all said and done, I’m still responsible for my
own happiness, just like everyone else.

That’s not to say I don’t anticipate regrets when the end comes (I’m
also not claiming to have finished doing stupid things I’ll regret later),
but every new day gives me another opportunity to whittle that list down
a bit more.
As the author concluded, “Life is a choice.  It is YOUR life.  Choose

consciously, choose wisely, choose honestly.  Choose happiness.”
That’s something we can all try to do, regardless of our lot in life.

has been assigned to the position
of passenger service agent for
North Central Airlines in Grand
Rapids. Stine is a graduate of Cass
City High School. He had com-
pleted the Weaver Airline Person-
nel School’s home study extension
course and was attending the resi-
dent school in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, when selected for the
position.

Army Pvt. David W. Parrott, 21,
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Parrott
of N. Dodge Road, Cass City,
completed nine weeks of advanced
infantry training April 13 at Fort
McClellan, Ala. The course simu-
lated Vietnam conditions and in-
cluded training in land navigation,
communications, patrolling, guer-
rilla and survival techniques, plus
qualification with infantry
weapons. Following a leave at his
home April 16-19, he is now at
Fort Benning, Ga., where he will
be stationed for 13 weeks for NCO
training. He was promoted to cor-
poral upon graduation April 13. 

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Chas. Keen, music instructor in
the Cass City Public Schools, will
be inducted into the Army on Apr.
28 as a Volunteer Officer’s Candi-
date. Students honored Mr. Keen
at an assembly at three o’clock
Wednesday afternoon and pre-
sented him with a gift. A varied
program was given. Mr. and Mrs.
Keen were dinner guests of Supt.
and Mrs. J. Ivan Niergarth
Wednesday evening and Thursday
morning a faculty breakfast was
enjoyed in their honor at the
school. The teachers also remem-
bered Mr. Keen with a gift. Mrs.
Keen has consented to finish the
remainder of her husband’s term
as music instructor in the local
school.

Pvt. Robt. L. Profit of the 103rd
Div. Arty. Band, Camp Claiborne,
La., and Mrs. Profit visited from
Saturday until Thursday with his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Clair Profit.
He left for camp Tuesday morn-
ing. Mrs. Profit will remain with
her parents in Detroit.

Pvt. Clarence Wright of Camp
Wheeler, Ga., spent a few days last
week with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Wright.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Jacob C. Anthes, in a letter to his
father, Martin Anthes, writes that
he’s enjoying a seven-day fur-
lough in France and that he is
sending some cards describing the
place where he is enjoying him-
self. The cards failed to arrive in
the letter, however, and in five
places in the letter the censor has
clipped holes where “Jake” aimed
to let his friends know his where-
abouts. In the letter, he says: “Re-
gion, Mar. 25, 1918. “‘I am on my
leave now and am in the It is close
to the We are having a dandy time
here. We are staying” at —— and
have a fine hotel and have dandy
rooms. We have a bicycle and
came down here for a ride. The
roads are fine and there are snow
covered mountains all around here
and a nice lake — - where we can
get boats. We can go up the moun-
tain on a railroad for four francs. I
am going up as soon as I find time.
We sure have a grand time for
seven days, then we go back to
work. We have fine places in all
the towns here fixed up by the Y.
M. C. A. and they sure take good
care of us and tell us where we can
go to see the best places. I will
send you some cards in the letter
of the town here. I just came so
can’t tell you where yet.

About 50 neighbors’ and friends
gathered at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Ira K. Reid, northwest of
town, Monday evening, to attend
a farewell party in honor of Glen
Reid previous to his departure for
Bay City and then to Detroit, to
enter the army service of the
United States. Several hours were
spent in sociability and a bountiful
lunch was partaken of. Mr. Reid
was presented with a wrist watch,
safety razor, Red Cross comfort
kit, and a traveling bag. Among
the guests present from out of
town were Otto and Miss Ella
Richter of Bay City and Mrs. A.
Bingham of Gagetown. Mr. Reid
left by auto for Bay City Tuesday
morning in company with Mr. and
Miss Richter.

academic performance, interest
and aptitude, leadership qualities,
responsibility and citizenship.  

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Wells and
daughter Sharon and friend, Kendi
Greenhoe, returned home April 8
from a two-week trip to Atlanta,
Ga., where they were guests of
their daughter and husband, Mr.
and Mrs. Joe Sherman and daugh-
ter Jo Beth. They went to attend
the wedding of their daughter Sh-
eryl Lyn to Jeffrey Parker, April 1
in the East Point, Ga., First Baptist
Church.

Christine Burns received an
award in crocheting construction
and Debbie Kanaby earned an
award in crocheting style. The Cit-
izens Federal award went to Julie
Smith. Sewing style award win-
ners were Tammy Bock, Marney
Konkel, Debbie Kanaby, Tammy
Lasceski and Katha Cleland.

Cass City High School graduate
Earney Stoutenburg is a pitcher on
the Central Michigan University
baseball team. According to the
Chippewa press book, he “should
see lots of action this year out of
the bullpen, has an excellent curve
ball and control, needs more game
experience but could develop into
a fine relief pitcher.” Stoutenburg,
21, is a junior and the son of Eldon
and Ellen Stoutenburg of Maple
Street. He is majoring in business
and is active in the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. At Cass City
High School, the 6-foot, 165-
pounder earned three varsity let-
ters in baseball and two in football.
He graduated in 1980.

Sandra Ziehm of Gagetown was
one of 16 Hurley Medical Center
School of Nursing students receiv-
ing scholastic recognition at a
spring awards luncheon April 11.
She achieved honors for having
earned a grade point average of
3.25-3.49 (B+). Hurley’s School
of Nursing in Flint is a nationally
accredited three-year program
which leads to a degree in regis-
tered nursing.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mr. and Mrs. William Ruhl Jr. of
Spring Lake announce the birth of
a daughter Courtney Lynn. The
baby weighed eight pounds and
five ounces at birth March 29 in
Ottawa Community Hospital,
Grand Haven. The Ruhls also have
two sons, Christopher and Craig.
Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
William Ruhl, Sr. of Cass City and
Mrs. Parence Christianson of
Muskegon.
Lynn R. Babich of Gilford Road,

Deford, is now working part-time
as a registered nurse at Saginaw
General Hospital. She graduated
in December from the nursing pro-
gram at Delta College, University
Center, and subsequently passed
her state board licensing examina-
tion. All 71 graduates passed the
exam, the second time in two
years that 100 percent of the class
at Delta has done so. Mrs. Babich
and her husband, Bernard, have
two children.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Cass City Police Chief Carl
Palmateer has completed a course
in criminal investigations at
Michigan State University. The
first week of the two week course
was held in March and the second
last week. Palmateer reported that
he received instruction on latest
court rulings and investigation
procedures. The course was the
third that he has completed at the
university.

Each year a Cass City senior is
presented with the Ferguson award
for band achievement. Selected
this year was Ken Hiatt. The
award was presented at the band
concert Thursday. Band Director
William Ferguson displays the
plaque with Hiatt.

Seaman Roger L. Ashmore,
USN, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Ashmore of Oak St., Cass City, is
serving aboard the destroyer USS
Robert H. McCard with the U.S.
Seventh Meet in the Gulf of
Tonkin. As a crew member aboard
the McCard, he works in one of
the many departments aboard the
ship.

Dean F. Stine, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Garrison Stine of Cass City,

Michigan Sugar Co:

2017-18 campaign a

a mixture of extremes
Michigan Sugar Company officials recently announced the final results

of its 2017-2018 sugar beet slicing campaign, an annual effort to extract
sugar from sugar beets that started Aug. 21, 2017, and concluded Feb.
28.
“The 2017-18 campaign was a mixture of extremes, from record heat

in September to hard frosts in October and November, to weeks of per-
manently below-freezing (temperatures) through the winter,” said David
Noble, vice president of operations for Michigan Sugar Company.

“Throughout these extremes, beets were delivered and processed 24
hours a day by hundreds of local workers. We truly appreciate their ded-
ication and endurance to make this year’s slicing campaign a success.”
Among the key results of the campaign:
*This past year, 150,662 acres of sugar beets were harvested, down

about 7,000 acres from 2016. This is partially due to the fact that in
2017, growers were allowed to plant only 92 percent of their acres,
down from 96 percent in 2016.  Widely variable weather at the start of
the 2017 growing season, including some areas that flooded post-plant-
ing, also was a contributing factor.
*Roughly 3.85 million tons of sugar beets, or 25.56 tons per acre, were

harvested. This was down from 4.88 million tons, or 31.03 tons per acre,
in 2016.
*The grower-owners plan to plant an estimated 157,000 acres this year

for harvesting in the fall. Several growers took advantage of favorable
weather and ground conditions in late March to begin planting.

“We saw a significant drop in 2017 in terms of the amount of sugar
beet production, partly due to excessive early season rainfall last spring
followed by a very dry summer,” said Dr. Corey Guza, director of
agronomy for Michigan Sugar Company. “At the same time, there was
an improvement in sugar beet quality, and we’re hoping to see better
weather combine with this higher sugar content to result in a strong
sugar beet campaign in the year ahead.”
*Sugar content was 18.3 percent, up from 15.85 percent in 2016. Ad-

dressing low sugar content during the 2016 season was a major focus
for Michigan Sugar Company’s agronomy and research efforts.
*Shrink – a decrease in the weight of beets over time due to crop res-

piration, weather and storage conditions – dropped to 5.28 percent from
a 2016 level of 11.3 percent.  

“While our tonnage was down this year, it was encouraging to see a
rebound in our sugar content,” said Jim Ruhlman, executive vice pres-
ident for Michigan Sugar Company.  “The increase in quality coupled
with a lower shrink allowed us to produce as much salable sugar this
year as last year.”

*More than $20 million in new upgrades were put to use for the first
time this year.
Individual investment projects that played a role in the recently com-

pleted campaign ranged in size from $85,000 to $4.42 million and cov-
ered many needs, including building improvements, employee safety
measures, environmental protection and technology upgrades to boost
efficiency. An estimated $12.5 million was dedicated to upgrading the
Croswell factory capacity. This was the second year of a five-year plan
to add 50 percent to the daily factory capacity and increase efficiency.

“Looking forward to the coming summer, a further $17.1 million of
new capital will be invested at the four factories,” said Noble. “Of that,
$12.2 million will represent the third year of Croswell’s upgrade fea-
turing new juice storage tanks, beet slicers and juice filtration equip-
ment. The balance of the capital will be spent at the other locations on
further infrastructure needs and process enhancements, ensuring the re-
lationship with the Bay City, Caro, Croswell and Sebewaing commu-
nities continues strong into the future.”
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every piece of evidence – and some of the evidence was pretty difficult
to look at.”

According to testimony offered during the trial, Williams struck his
57-year-old wife in the head with a splitting-ax maul – twice — while
she was lying in bed during the early morning hours of May 26 inside
their home at 1850 Mertz Rd. (M-24) in Tuscola County’s Indianfields
Township.
Williams then tossed the ax at his wife, according to Reene, who said

Williams “went about his day like he would on any other day.” He made
coffee, showered, dressed and went to work. Sometime during the next
14 hours, before returning home, he also visited his girlfriend, dropping
off a gift card to her.
After he returned home, Reene said, Williams ransacked the residence

in an effort to make it appear as if an unknown intruder had broken in
and assaulted his wife.

Investigators said Williams then called 911 to report the “crime”. He
initially told police his home had been invaded and his wife attacked.

As the investigation progressed, Williams became the prime suspect
and was arrested on May 27.

Reene initially said there was no clear motive in the crime, although
Williams offered investigators some “difficult to decipher comments”
that seemed to indicate general marital discord, and that during his pre-
liminary examination, court testimony indicated Williams and his wife
had argued about his giving another woman money.
In fact, Reene said, the investigation revealed Williams had given his

girlfriend $10,000 to $20,000 or more over a period of time.
“He’s a very puzzling guy,” Reene has said of Williams. “Cold-

blooded – that’s the (phrase) that runs through your mind.
“He had a million options (to end his marriage) besides the one that

he chose,” the prosecutor said last week. While the victim survived the
attack, he added, she continues to suffer from medical issues related to
her injuries. “It’s a miracle that she’s alive, and she continues to reside
in a facility where assistance is provided to her.

“I think what you’re looking for is some measure of justice for the
victim, and that’s hard to come by in a case like this. She suffered ir-
reparable harm,” Reene said. “She lived a simple life. We can’t give
her life back — that was all taken away from her in an instant. But at
least he’s being held accountable.”

Prior to last week’s trial, Williams was examined at the Center for
Forensic Psychiatry in Ypsilanti, where he underwent a criminal respon-
sibility evaluation. It was determined the case against the Caro resident
could move forward.

He will remain in jail while awaiting sentencing.

Continued from page one.

Jury convicts Williams

ment. The conspiracy charge also carries a fine of up to $10,000.
The pair, who share a residence in Cass City, are also charged with

possession of burglar’s tools, larceny of property/cash totaling $1,000
to $20,000, attempted breaking and entering with intent to commit lar-
ceny, larceny in a building and conspiracy to commit larceny in a build-
ing.

Teller also faces a charge of obtaining money by false pretenses in a
separate case. Her bond was set at $20,000 (personal recognizance).

Smith’s bond was set at $8,000 (10 percent), but he also faces an ad-
ditional charge – probation violation. Bond in that case was set at
$25,000 cash.

The investigation unfolded after police were alerted to a “smash and
grab” burglary at Quaker Maid during the early morning hours of Feb.
26. Cass City Police Chief Craig Haynes reported the suspects allegedly
used a blunt object to smash the glass in the front door of the business,
then entered the building, grabbed an unknown amount of cash and fled.
About one month later, during the early morning hours of March 27,

business owner Kareem Khoury discovered a second burglary attempt,
although the culprits were unable to gain entry through a glass door be-
fore fleeing the scene.

Haynes lauded Officer Ken Miller’s work on the case, noting his ef-
forts in obtaining enhanced digital images of the suspects from a sur-
veillance camera marked a turning point in the investigation.

Continued from page one.

Pair charged in burglary
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Airman completes training
TEXAS — U.S. Air Force Airman Haley E. Wynn graduated from basic
military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio,
Texas.
The airman, a 2012 graduate of Cass City High School, completed an

intensive, eight-week program that included training in military disci-
pline and studies, Air Force core values, physical fitness, and basic war-
fare principles and skills.
Airmen who complete basic training also earn four credits toward an

associate in applied science degree through the Community College of
the Air Force.

Wynn is the daughter of Steven and Susan Wynn of Unionville, and
the granddaughter of Milton Phillips of Cass City.

Intersection upgrades set
CARO – Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) officials say
signal upgrades at five intersections in Arenac, Bay, Saginaw and Tus-
cola counties were scheduled to get underway Monday.

In Tuscola County, the affected intersections are M-24 (Mertz Road)
at M-46 (Sanilac Road), and M-81 (North State Street) at M-24 (Cleaver
Road) in Caro.

MDOT will invest a combined $1.1 million in the signal upgrades
statewide. The will include signal modernization and curb, gutter, and
sidewalk improvements.

Access to the intersections will be maintained at all times, although
occasional lane and sidewalk closures may be required to accommodate
some work.
The estimated completion date for the projects is Friday, July 20.

Free student aid info here
MICHIGAN – With April designated as National Financial Literacy
Month, the Michigan Department of Treasury is reminding families and
students looking for help paying for college to consider checking out
the MI Student Aid program as a resource for navigating the financial
aid process.
“Navigating the financial aid process can be overwhelming and com-

plicated,” said Anne Wohlfert, director of treasury’s Student Financial
Services Bureau. “Many college-bound students and their families don’t
know where to begin. As the state’s go-to resource for college financial
aid information, MI Student Aid can provide students and families with
resources to make the process much easier.”

Those resources are free and available to the public. To learn more
about the financial resources available for paying for college, students
and their families are encouraged to visit www.michigan.gov/mistuden-
taid.

Soybean meetings scheduled
THUMB — MSU Extension and the Michigan Soybean Promotion
Committee will hold two informational meetings for soybean growers
interested in cooperating in on-farm plots.

The Soybean Management and Research Technology (SMaRT) pro-
gram, made possible by the checkoff investment of Michigan soybean
producers, is a program where soybean producers establish plots on
their farm. The individual projects are farmer-driven, and cooperators
can choose from among ten possible projects. 

Two area informational meetings for soybean growers interested in
learning more about participating with SMaRT plots will be held Friday,
April 20, at 8:30 a.m. at the Peppermill restaurant in Bad Axe, and at
noon at the Brentwood in Caro. Complementary meals will be provided.

Pre-registration is requested. Anyone interested in attending the Bad
Axe meeting may call (989) 269-9949 (ext. 602). Those interested in
attending the Caro meeting should call (989) 672-3870. 

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

MICHIGAN Attorney General Bill Schuette discussed his office’s accom-

plishments and his aspirations to become Michigan’s next governor dur-

ing a tour of the Thumb that included stops in Caro, Bad Axe, Sandusky

and Vassar Thursday. Above, Schuette addresses a group of business rep-

resentatives at POET Biorefining in Caro.

Huron counties through intensive
intervention in the lives of repeat
drunken or drugged driving of-
fenders,” explained Heather
Walther, who has served as TRSC
case manager for the past few
years and, as of March, is also
now coordinator of the program.
“The court, referred to as TRSC,

first started operating with partic-
ipants in January of 2014 and has
now successfully graduated over
70 individuals,” she added.

The TRSC was officially estab-
lished in 2013 through a partner-
ship of the trial court judges in
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac coun-
ties. The goal was to create a spe-
cialized central treatment court
that could utilize tools outside of
the traditional fines and jail time
to encourage those repeatedly
convicted of driving under the in-
fluence of drugs and/or alcohol to
turn over a new leaf.

The TRSC is one of four pilot
programs launched by the State
Court Administrative Office
(SCAO) in an effort to bring so-
briety courts to rural parts of the
state on a regional, multi-county
basis. The SCAO initially

Continued from page one. awarded $255,000 in grant fund-
ing to establish the Thumb pro-
gram.

The first offenders accepted as
participants in the program began
their journey to “graduation” in
early 2014.

The 10 individuals slated to be
recognized during the upcoming
ceremony have completed inten-
sive court supervision, individual
and group treatment, intensive
drug testing, and 12-step meeting
attendance, Walther noted.

“This process aides in reducing
recidivism while minimizing in-
carceration time, therefore reduc-
ing jail expenses to the
communities. As a result, this pro-
vides these individuals with an op-
portunity to positively change
their lives, improve personal rela-
tionships, and become law abid-
ing, productive and substance free
citizens,” she said.
The TRSC is a 15- to 24-month-

long program with four phases,
during which participants must
demonstrate improvements in the
areas of behavior, attitudes,
lifestyle changes, substance abuse
treatment, potentially mental
health treatment, mandatory drug
testing, and 12-step attendance.
“TRSC follows the National As-

sociation of Drug Court Profes-
sionals Best Practices as a guide
for all aspects of the treatment
court, including how to change
behaviors,” Walther said. “We use
incentives for positive behavioral
changes and sanctions for behav-
ior modification when necessary.”

Intensive court supervision in-
cludes weekly case management
meetings and bi-weekly court re-
view hearings with Tuscola
County Circuit Judge Amy Grace
Gierhart.
Over the course of a year, partic-

ipants will typically spend $4,000
or $5,000 for expenses ranging
from substance abuse
treatment/counseling, drug testing
and gas along with program fees
– an initial $110 assessment
charge and monthly $50 participa-
tion fee.

Prior to next week’s graduation
ceremony, TRSC officials will
host their fourth annual stakehold-
ers meeting. The session is sched-
uled to begin at 9 a.m.

“The purpose of this meeting is
to update the community stake-
holders as to the progress of this
program and any effects it has had
on the community,” Walther ex-
plained. “The public is welcome
to attend as well.

Sobriety court graduation on tap

Youth livestock scholarship

deadline scheduled May 15

Since 2000, the Michigan Youth Livestock Scholarship Fund
(MYLSF) has awarded $491,000 in scholarships and educational
awards to outstanding youth who have exhibited at the premier livestock
events in the state of Michigan.
New in 2018, a select number of applicants may be offered an oppor-

tunity to be interviewed for an up to $5,000 scholarship. The MYLSF
scholarship committee will choose the top scholarship applicants in
June to come back for an interview prior to the Sale-Abration.

To be eligible for either the MYLSF general scholarship or the
statewide scholarship, the applicant must be a resident of Michigan and
a graduating high school senior or a high school graduate continuing
their education at an accredited institution in the year in which they are
applying.
For the general MYLSF scholarship, the applicant must be a youth ex-

hibitor at the Michigan Livestock Expo, the Michigan Dairy Expo or
the former Michigan State Fair, for a minimum of three calendar years
prior to the year of application.

For the statewide scholarship, an applicant must be a youth exhibitor
at a local, county, or statewide exhibition for a minimum of three years
prior to the year of application.  Applications and qualification require-
ments for the MYLSF and the statewide scholarship can be obtained at
http://www.michigan.gov/mda-mylsf. Applications must be postmarked
no later than 5 p.m. on May 15.

More information is available by contacting Jeff Haarer, Michigan De-
partment of Agriculture and Rural Development’s producer security
section manager, at (517) 284-5642 or Ernie Birchmeier, Michigan
Farm Bureau’s livestock and dairy specialist, at (517) 679-5335.

Deputies respond to near-tragic calls

Continued from page one.

to assist MMR personnel with a
heroin overdose in the Cass City
area.

“A female was found unrespon-
sive, and Narcan and CPR were
used by MMR to save the sub-
ject,” Skrent said. Narcan is the
brand name of the generic nalox-
one, which works as an opiate an-
tidote and is administered to
people in order to reverse the ef-
fects of an overdose of heroin or
other opioid painkillers.

“Two days prior, another officer
had been sent to the address for
the same thing. Marijuana was
also seized at the scene,” added
the sheriff, who noted a report de-
tailing Saturday’s incident will be

forwarded to the Tuscola County
Prosecutor’s Office.
Deputies were also dispatched to

the Vassar area over the weekend
to investigate reports of shots
being fired inside a residence.

The call came in at 11:52 a.m.
Sunday, according to Skrent.
“Deputies were sent to an address
on Lewis Road in Arbela Town-
ship. The caller told dispatch
armed subjects were breaking into
their house. Vassar Police Depart-
ment was asked to assist,” he said.
“Upon arrival, the officers found

that shots had been fired inside the
residence by the person living
there. After a thorough investiga-
tion, the officers found that the
subject living there was under the
influence of drugs and had hallu-

cinated the incident,” he contin-
ued. “They did, however, fire sev-
eral shots in the house with a
shotgun.”

Skrent reported officers seized
drug paraphernalia, marijuana,
possible heroin and cocaine, and a
shotgun as evidence.
“One subject was arrested for fil-

ing a false police report and reck-
less discharge of a firearm. The
report has been turned over to the
prosecutor’s office,” the sheriff
noted.

“Drugs continue to be a problem
in our county,” Skrent said. “We
must do what we can to educate
the public to this crisis, which is
happening here and all over our
country.”
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Ahhh...spring in Michigan

IT AIN’T OVER ‘till it’s over. Michigan’s wintery spring weather con-

tinued last week, with periods of snow and mixed precipitation alternat-

ing with cloudy days and even a few peeks at the sun, followed by an ice

storm over the weekend. The unpredictable weather didn’t, however,

keep this squirrel from making his regular rounds in search of acorns he

buried last fall at a Deford area residence.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A passion for coaching high
school sports and working with
youths drew Jeff Hartel away
from a business career and into
education.

“I have a bachelor’s degree in
business management from Cen-
tral Michigan University,” said
Hartel, Cass City Public Schools
superintendent. “It was when I
was coaching freshmen girls’ and
boys’ basketball that I realized I
really enjoyed it enough to go
back and get a teaching certificate.

“I realized that I like working
with kids better than I did working
in the business field.”

Hartel was named Cass City’s
superintendent in 2010 after
spending eight years as the middle
school principal and three years
before that as middle school assis-
tant principal and athletic director.
He started out in the district as an
instructor, teaching science, math,
health and physical education.

Hartel’s career in education
spans 31 years, including 27 years
in Cass City. 

Prior to returning to his home-
town – he graduated from Cass
City High School in 1978 — Har-
tel taught four years at Forest Hills
Northern High School in Grand
Rapids, where he also coached
junior varsity baseball, freshman
football and varsity basketball.
“From there, I came to Cass City,

and became the varsity basketball
coach. I’ve coached varsity bas-
ketball here for nine years. I’ve
also coached junior high football,
junior varsity baseball, some

youth basketball stuff. I was
mainly the varsity basketball
coach in the ‘90s,” said Hartel,
who recently wrapped up another
year at the helm of the boys’ var-
sity basketball program.
Hartel’s love of sports dates back

to his days in high school, playing
basketball, football and baseball.

“High
school was
the end of
my playing
days,” he
said. “I was-
n’t good
enough to
play in col-
lege. I was a
good solid
high school
player, but
that was it, so I went into coach-
ing.

“Sports has always been an im-
portant part of what I do. It is a
way for me to connect with the
kids outside of the classroom
when I was a teacher and admin-
istrator,” Hartel explained. “I
enjoy the sports aspect of it — the
competition and getting to know
the kids better.

“Teaching is a great profession.
You have a chance to connect with
kids and help them focus their life
and help with life lessons,” he
said. “It is not an easy job. It can
be very difficult because of the de-
mands of curriculum. And, it is
tougher to motive kids today to do
their best and to try their best.

“It is also difficult to be a good
teacher. There is a lot of training
involved,” Hartel added. “It is a
profession where you can affect a
lot of lives and get a lot of joy and
happiness out of it, but there are
frustrating days.”
For Hartel, the best part of teach-

ing was the day-to-day interaction
with students.

“They make you laugh. They
make you think. They make you
challenge yourself,” he said.
“There are so many good kids out
there that are so smart, you can
learn from them,” he said. “I’ll see
a student that I had 15 to 20 years
ago, (and they’ll) greet me when
we meet. The connections are life-
long that you make being a
teacher.”  “As an administrator, I
have a handle on school environ-
ment, whether it is teaching, ath-
letics, busing, food service. I feel
I can reach more people and assist
my leadership group with chal-
lenges they may have,” he said.

“I feel that I have leadership
qualities that I can help other peo-
ple, and that’s what I enjoy doing.
I enjoy helping whether it is adults
or students or families. I pride my-
self on being there for people
when needed.”
Among the negatives of being an

administrator, according to Hartel,
is there are so many obstacles that
prevent educators from doing
everything they want because of
state regulations.

“As an administrator, I kind of
lose contact with students. I don’t
see them every day. I don’t know
all of their names like I did when
I was in the classroom,” he said.
“I miss that personal touch with
students as an administrator.”

Jeff Hartel

Passion for coaching,
teaching drew Hartel
into education career
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE
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Children and families are invited to celebrate Earth Day at Rawson
Memorial District Library with the Cass City Envirothon Team.

The team organized and will host a free, fun-filled workshop called
“Wild About Pollinators” Saturday, April 21, starting at 1 p.m. Residents
can sign up for the event by stopping at the library, or by calling (989)
872-2856 or emailing librarian@rawson.lib.mi.us.
The program will enable participants to learn about Michigan’s polli-

nators and make a “seed bomb” craft to fuel them. The activity is de-
signed for preschool through middle school aged youth, but all are
welcome, including adults.
“This event is made possible by the Cass City Envirothon Team’s com-

munity outreach project,” said team member and Cass City High School
sophomore Addy Battel. “With Michigan’s pollinator populations
quickly dwindling, planting of their ‘fuel’ — Michigan wildflowers —
is greatly needed. This event aims to educate the public about the im-
portance of our pollinators such as bees and butterflies and empower
them to do something about it.”
During the April 21 workshop, participants will take part in hands-on

activities to learn about pollinators.  “Each person will make and take
home a seed bomb made from recycled paper pulp and native wild-
flower seeds. They’ll learn how and where to plant the seed bombs,”
Battel explained.
In addition to this community event,

the Cass City Envirothon Team, com-
posed of Battel and fellow students
Sophie Mazure, Bella Hill and Pearl
Daskam, competed in a regional En-
virothon competition and earned the
eighth highest score in the state.

“The competition was held April 4
at the Green Point Environmental
Center at the Shiawassee National
Wildlife Reserve in Saginaw,” Battel
said. “(Teams) learned about environ-
mental practices, issues and hot top-
ics, and demonstrated their
knowledge through a written test.
Topics included water quality, soils,
wildlife, forestry and renewable en-
ergy.”

The Tuscola Conservation District
sponsored the local team’s participa-
tion in the event, according to Battel,
who noted the Envirothon team com-
petes under the auspices of the Cass
City FFA Chapter.

“At the regional Envirothon, the
team earned the opportunity to com-
pete at the Michigan Envirothon com-
petition at Lake Ann, near Traverse
City, May 21-23,” Battel said, adding
the team is seeking financial support
to be able to participate.
The Envirothon is an annual environmentally-themed academic com-

petition for high school aged students organized by the NCF Envi-
rothon, a program of the National Conservation Foundation. The
competition is held by the United States and Canada on a regional, state,
and bi-national level.
Anyone interested in making a financial donation for the local team’s

next competition may do so by sending a check to: Cass City FFA, Attn.
Leigh Osentoski, 4868 Seeger St., Cass City, MI 48726.

PAGE SIXTEEN CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2018

Standing together
for the health of our community.

For years, Hills & Dales General Hospital has brought you 
a wide range of quality healthcare services. Today, we 
continue to add new services, physicians, clinic locations 
and updated facilities to bring you the very best care. 
And when additional support is needed for high-level 
trauma care or other highly specialized services, we 
choose Covenant HealthCare – the most preferred 
hospital in the region. Transfers to the Covenant 
Emergency Care Center are quick and seamless,  
by ambulance or LifeNet helicopter.      

Hills & Dales and Covenant also work together to  
give you access to board-certified specialists in 
cardiology, neurology, urology and more, right in  
the Cass City and Caro communities. 

As an HFAP Accredited Facility, Hills & Dales General 
Hospital offers your family compassionate and 
comprehensive care close to home. Covenant HealthCare 
stands with us, ready to help when needed.      

Hills & Dales General Hospital collaborates with Covenant HealthCare to bring you extraordinary care.

Pollinators focus of
Envirothon workshop
at Cass City library

CASS CITY Envirothon

Team member Sophie

Mazure (above) uses a

clinometer to measure

the height of a tree dur-

ing the forestry portion

of a regional Envirothon

competition held earlier

this month at the Shi-

awassee National

Wildlife Refuge. 


