
meeting the state’s Danielson
Teacher Evaluation guidelines as
the reason for the action.

The
Unionville-
Sebewaing
E d u c a t i o n
Association
(USEA) filed
an unfair
labor prac-
tice charge
against the
district with
the Michigan
Employment Relations Commis-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The trial for a Caro man accused
in the brutal attack of his wife
with an ax last year is underway
in Tuscola County Circuit Court.
William Russell Williams, 60, is

expected to be on trial for about
four days, according to Tuscola
C o u n t y
Prosecutor
Mark E.
Reene, who
noted the
proceedings
could be ex-
tended if
necessary.

The trial
was sche-
dled to get
underway Tuesday with jury se-
lection.
The case was placed on hold late

last year after the discovery of
what Reene described as “signifi-
cant” new evidence. He declined
to elaborate at the time, saying
only that both the prosecution and
defense would need additional
time to review the information.  
Williams allegedly struck his 57-

year old wife in the head with a
splitting-ax maul during the early
morning hours of May 26.

Williams was later arrested, and
Reene charged the man with mul-
tiple felony counts in connection
with the crime, which took place
at the couple’s home 1850 Mertz
(M-24) Rd. in Indianfields Town-
ship.
Williams pleaded not guilty to all

Ubly Quizbowl
Team shines
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spring at library
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Three injured in
Sanilac Co. crash
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Taste of the Thumb...

Forte sentenced to 15-40 years in prison

USEA: Tilt case a “win” for union members

Police arrest 2 suspects in
Quaker Maid burglaries

On trial
Caro man accused

in brutal ax attack

on wife faces jury

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 6.

William Williams

Barbara Tilt

AN ESTIMATED 300 people visited this

year’s Taste of the Thumb Food and Busi-

ness Expo, held Thursday at Cass City

Junior-Senior High School and sponsored

by the Cass City Chamber of Commerce.

Twenty-eight vendors were on hand show-

casing their goods and services during the

second annual event, which chamber Ad-

ministrator Judy Keller called a win-win

for both local businesses and residents.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City police arrested a pair of suspects Thursday in the
break-in of the Quaker Maid Dairy Store in Cass City in February,
and the attempted break-in of the same business a month later.
The Tuscola County Prosecutor’s Office authorized warrants for

a 45-year-old female and a 43-year-old male, who share the same
Cass City address. The suspects’ names were being withheld
pending their formal arraignments.

Both face a myriad of felony charges, including breaking and
entering a building with intent to commit larceny and conspiracy
to commit breaking and entering, which are punishable by up to
10 years imprisonment. The conspiracy charge also carries a fine
of up to $10,000.
They are also charged with possession of burglar’s tools, larceny

of property valued at $1,000 to $20,000, attempted breaking and
entering with intent to commit larceny, larceny in a building and

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Saginaw man was ordered to
serve a lengthy term in prison

Monday for his role in the heroin
overdose death of a Caro woman
nearly a year ago at an Elmwood
Township residence.

Tuscola County Circuit Court

Judge Amy Grace Gierhart
handed down a sentence of 15 to
40 years incarceration to Edward
Dontae Forte, 38. She also or-
dered him to pay court costs and

fines totaling $326.
A Tuscola County Circuit Court

jury rendered verdicts of guilty
against Forte in February follow-
ing a four-day trial on charges of

delivery of a controlled substance
- causing death, and delivery of a
controlled substance (less than 50
grams).

Deputies found the victim –
Emily Lynn Dennis, 26 — de-
ceased during the early morning
hours of April 20 at a home on
Dodge Road. Investigators re-
ported Dennis died of drug intox-
ication.

Following the trial, Tuscola
County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene
made a point of recognizing what
he described as the “extraordinary
efforts of the Tuscola County
Sheriff’s Department, which
worked with elements of the

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A legal dispute between a former
educator and the Unionville-Sebe-
waing Area School District ended
in the courts siding with the
teacher.

In May 2016, the USA Board of
Education approved laying off
teacher Barbara Merchant Tilt, of
Cass City, after 21 years of serv-
ice. At the time, district officials
cited declining student enrollment
and finances, as well as Tilt’s al-
leged low performance issues in

sion (MERC), claiming the dis-
trict violated the Michigan Public
Employment Relations Act
(PERA).
The union also alleged district of-

ficials discriminated against Tilt
and treated her differently because
of her roles as president of the
USEA and as a grievance chair-
person.

“I believe this was a win for all
union members. Mrs. Tilt is my
hero! She stood strong for USEA
and MEA Teachers. No educator
should be discredited, threatened,
or treated unfairly for being a

union leader,” said retired MEA
UniServ Director Ethel Johnson,
who drafted the five original un-
fair labor practice charges in the
case.

“In this case a poorly designed
evaluation tool in the hands of a
vindictive, untrained administra-
tor ended a wonderful career, and
the clear message here is our
union will use all our resources to
defend its members.”
A press release issued by the law

firm of McKnight, Canzano,
Smith, Radtke and Brault, P.C., of
Royal Oak, explained that the
charge and amended charges:
“Listed several allegedly retalia-
tory actions by the district against

ELKLAND TOWNSHIP fire fighters responded to a workshop fire at the Delbert

Woodward residence, just east of Crawford Road at 7635 E. Deckerville Rd., shortly

after noon Friday. They arrived to find the structure fully involved, but no one was

injured. The cause was undetermined, it was unclear if Woodward was insured, and

there was no estimate on the value of the loss. The Caro and Kingston fire depart-

ments assisted at the scene.
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������������Rawson Library staff gearing
up for a host of spring events
If you’re feeling a bout of spring

fever coming on, you’re not alone,
and Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary officials may just have the
cure to keep you busy.

Upcoming events at the Cass
City library include the 2018
Rawson Library Bookmark Chal-
lenge.

“Draw a colorful bookmark in-
spired by your library, your love
of reading or your favorite book,”
explained Jesika Struve, special
programming librarian. “One win-
ner will be selected from each of
the following groups: kinder-
garten-sixth grade, seventh grade-
12th grade, and adult. The three
winning bookmarks will be pro-
fessionally printed and distributed
at the circulation desk.”
Entry forms, challenge rules and

further details are available at the
library, and the entry deadline is
Friday, April 27, noted Struve,
who added all entries will be dis-
played in the library during the
month of May.
Registration is also underway for

“Smart Start Storytimes”, to be
held every Thursday in April at 10
a.m.

“Children 2 ½ to five years old
are welcome with their care-
givers,” Struve said. “The theme
for the month is ‘Down on the
Farm’. Join us as we read stories,

sing songs, and make a craft.
There is no cost to the program,
but registration is required. Call or
stop by the library to register.”

In honor of National Library
Week, April 8-14, library officials
will be setting up a space in the li-
brary for patrons to write a letter
to send to the well-loved book
character, Curious George.

“Share your thoughts and ques-
tions with this lovable library
character,” Struve said. “National
Library Week is an annual cele-
bration of the life-changing work
of libraries, librarians and library
workers. Libraries aren’t just
places to borrow books or study;
they’re also creative and engaging
community centers where people
can collaborate using new tech-
nologies and develop their skills
and passions.

“Resources like e-books and
technology classes, materials for
English-language learners and
computer access for job seekers
are just a few ways libraries and
librarians are transforming to lead
their communities,” she added.
“The library helps advocate for
widespread access to crucial serv-
ices and lifelong learning. Li-
braries level the playing field for
people of any age who seek infor-
mation and access to technologies
to improve their quality of life.”

Also next month, the library staff
is out to prove that bad art isn’t al-
ways bad by encouraging patrons
to “let your inner artist loose.”

“On Monday, April 16th at 7
p.m., join the fun, turn off the self-
judgment and enjoy the creative
process of making really bad art,”
Struve said. “Forget about the
pressure of making something
‘good enough’ and join us at Raw-
son Library for a night of fun and
relaxation where you can create
your masterpiece or ‘disaster-
piece’.”

Supplies will be provided, ac-
cording to Struve, who noted par-
ticipants need only bring their
own creativity.
“You’ll have one hour to get cre-

ative with the art supplies. Make
a sculpture, painting, structure,
mobile, book, necklace — what-
ever kind of art you choose. We’ll
set up an exhibit of ‘bad art’ at the
end of the evening and everyone
will get a chance to vote for
awards in several categories,” she
said.

The program, open to anyone
ages 12 and older, is free, but reg-
istration is required.

More information about pro-
grams at Rawson Memorial Dis-
trict Library is available by calling
(989) 872-2856.
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When kidneys fail to work ade-
quately, dialysis may be required

Medilodge now offers inpatient dialysis
to prolong the patient’s life span.
At Medilodge of Cass City our

residents can receive their dialysis
right here at our center in our
state-of-the-art Dialysis Den. This
means no more traveling back and
forth to a clinical dialysis center.
You can stay right here in a re-
laxed environment.   

Because you receive dialysis 5
days a week in two hour intervals,
it provides a better quality of life.
Each resident has their own per-
sonal dialysis machine and highly
qualified staff to get you back to
doing the things you love.

Medilodge of Cass City is the
community leader in short term,
long term and outpatient rehabili-
tation services. “Our state-of-the-
art dialysis den will provide our
residents with the best quality of
life & the greatest opportunity of
rehabilitation of any form of dial-
ysis. This dialysis den has been an
asset to our community as well.
We are able to bring our residents
back to their home area in the
Thumb & provide the same reha-
bilitation services that are offered
in the city,” said Malissa Wisen-
baugh, Administrator.
Medilodge of Cass City’s parent

company is Prestige Healthcare
Services. Prestige has a long his-
tory of providing quality health
services to residents in need of
short term & long term nursing
home placement needs. For a per-
sonal tour of our center or addi-
tional information on our services,
please contact Shawn Mousseau,
Resident Advocate at 989-872-
2174.

MEDILODGE OFFERS in house dialysis treat-

ment to patients. The new Dialysis Den allows

patients to receive quality care will without hav-

ing to travel back and forth to an outside clinic. 
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Saying goodbye to Geoffrey

Because of its small size and the fact that the toy was
dragged along wherever Jason went, the action figure
was often lost by bedtime.

At bedtime, the missing toy created a lot of drama,
tears, frantic searching and such until his nighttime
buddy was found. Most of the time it wasn’t, so that
added to the trauma.

The bedtime scenes were so bad it got to the point
that whenever I came across a GI Joe Dusty, I would
buy the store out to have backups that could be broken
out at bedtime.

The fascination with Dusty, He-Man, Legos and
other toys faded as the years went by and my son got
older.
Although stepping on a Lego barefoot in the middle

of the night hurt like heck, I miss the Toys R Us days
of his childhood...even more so than my son does.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

For several years now, I have thought that today’s
children grow up way too fast. It is now definitely true,
because the last place where a kid got to be a kid is
closing.

In March, Toys R Us store officials announced they
are closing. I’m saddened by the announcement, and I
think my son — even though he is now in this 30s —
is in mourning for the loss of a segment of his child-
hood.

My son and I can still sing the Toys R Us jingle that
was popular in the 1980s: “I don’t want to grow up.
I’m a Toys ‘R’ Us kid. There’s a million toys at Toys
‘R’ Us that I can play with.”

The jingle was written by Linda Kaplan Thaler and
was also co-created by James Patterson — yes, the
James Patterson who went on to become a premier
crime novelist.

I always liked one of the store’s advertisements fea-
turing a little girl in braids and Geoffrey the Giraffe in
silhouette against a sunset.

It has been years since we have visited a Toys R Us
store because my son is a man now, but I have many
fond memories of our many visits to the store.

Money received for birthdays and Christmas meant
a trip to the store. I can still see the crumpled dollar
bills in his little hand as he wandered through the store,
trying to make the important decision of his lifetime
(at that point) on what toy to buy.
I think a child personally shopping for a toy is a key

part of growing up; learning to make decisions and un-
derstanding the value of a dollar.
He wanted to get the most toys for his money, which

meant making a decision between a Lego building kit,
GI Joes, Star Wars toys or He-Man action figures. For
the amount of money he had, I explained he could get
a small Lego kit, three GI Joes, two He-Man toys or
one Star Wars toy.

It’s an agonizing decision for someone who is about
three-foot tall.

Jason really liked GI Joes. Especially the action fig-
ure called “Dusty.” The doll was dressed in desert
camouflage and had a small piece of cloth attached to
his cap. The doll, which was only about three-inches
tall at most, had to be hugged when he went to bed.

The Cass City 
Chronicle
welcomes 

letters 
to the editor.

Letters must include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call
for verification, but won’t be
used in the newspaper. 

Names will
be withheld
from publi-
cation upon
request, for
an adequate
reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clar-
ity.

We will not publish thank you
letters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Free help available
to give up smoking

Thinking about quitting tobacco? The Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is
expanding its telephone coaching and nicotine replace-
ment therapy (NRT) program to all Michigan residents
through May 31.
During this time, the Michigan Tobacco Quitline will

offer a free, two-week supply of nicotine gum, patches
or lozenges for all new enrollees who want to quit
smoking or chewing tobacco.

Tobacco users who would like to quit may call the
quitline phone number at 800-QUIT-NOW (800-784-
8669). Enrollment is available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.
The quitline serves all ages, however, callers seeking

NRT must be over 18 and meet basic health require-
ments.
Enrollees will receive a coach who will assist them in

setting a quit date, choosing a nicotine replacement
product that is right for them and making an individu-
alized quit plan. The coach will provide support with
up to four telephone coaching sessions scheduled
around the caller’s quit date.

“Callers using NRT along with coaching, such as
through a telephone-based service like 800-QUIT-
NOW, can increase their chances of becoming smoke-
free by five times the rate of someone quitting cold
turkey,” said Dr. Eden Wells, MDHHS chief medical
executive. “Providing access to free NRT during this
promotion might just be the jump start someone needs
to quit smoking tobacco for good.”
The Michigan Tobacco Quitline is an evidence-based

service providing free telephone coaching for the unin-
sured, pregnant women, residents enrolled in Medicaid
and Medicare, veterans, cancer patients and American
Indians.
More than 100,000 calls have been received since the

service was launched in October 2003.
The quitline offers English, Arabic and Spanish-

speaking counselors, as well as interpretive services
for a wide variety of languages. For more information,
call 800-QUIT-NOW or visit Michigan.gov/tobacco.
Tobacco kills more people in Michigan than AIDS, al-

cohol, auto accidents, drug overdoses, murders, and
suicides combined. The use of cigarettes and other to-
bacco products is the single, most preventable cause of
disease, disability and death, both in Michigan and
across the United States.

An estimated 80 to 90 percent of lung cancer cases
are linked to tobacco use, according to the CDC.

Cigarettes also increase the risk of heart disease,
stroke, diabetes and a long list of other cancers, includ-
ing cancer of the mouth and throat, esophagus, stom-
ach, colon, rectum, liver, pancreas, voicebox (larynx),
trachea, bronchus, kidney and renal pelvis, urinary
bladder, and cervix, and acute myeloid leukemia.

But there is some good news.
Even if you’ve smoked for a long time, quitting has

immediate health benefits.
According to the American Cancer Society, when you

stop: within 12 hours, the level of poisonous carbon
monoxide in the body from cigarettes returns to nor-
mal; after one year, your risk of heart attack is half that
of a continuing smoker’s risk; and after 15 years, your
risk of coronary heart disease is that of a nonsmoker’s
risk.
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Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette an-
nounced Thursday that his department’s OK2SAY
school safety initiative had another record-breaking
month. In March alone, OK2SAY received 980 tips,
topping last month’s record by more than 300.

This brings the total number of tips received
through OK2SAY to 12,879. Suicide threats re-
mained one of the top reported tip categories, with
195, surpassed only by tips on bullying at 198. Tips
involving alleged planned school attacks totaled 131
in March, making it the third most reported tip cate-
gory.
“OK2SAY works, it stops violence and suicides be-

fore they occur. Now more than ever students need
a place to turn and OK2SAY is that place,” said
Schuette, who also noted it’s important that students
take the tip line seriously.

“OK2SAY is helping get students the support they
need before a situation turns into a tragedy.  How-
ever, OK2SAY is for serious reports only, and any-
one who intentionally pranks the system will face
consequences,” he said.
OK2SAY is a student safety program that acts as an

early warning system in Michigan schools to prevent
tragedies before they occur. Launched by Schuette
in 2014, the program encourages students to submit
confidential tips to trained technicians regarding po-
tential harm or threats 24/7.

Tips may be submitted by calling 8-555-OK2SAY
(855-565-2729); texting 652729 (OK2SAY); via
email at ok2say@mi.gov; and on the web at
ok2say.com. In addition, the OK2SAY mobile app is
available for download in app stores for iPhone and
Android.

**********

Revive Ministries, Cass City, hosted a mobile food
pantry in conjunction with Thursday’s three-hour
Taste of the Thumb Food and Business Expo at Cass
City Junior-Senior High School. Above, volunteers
were kept busy as they distributed a total of 112
boxes of food serving roughly 340 people. 

**********

Mike Wilson reports the Cass City Gun Club’s all
you can eat fish fry’s have been a hit. Held twice
monthly, on Good Friday, for example, the Englehart
Road structure in Tuscola County served more than
300 visitors.
“We could have done more, but we ran out of fish,”

says Wilson.
Judge for yourself, another opportunity to sample

the fare is planned for this Friday. Remember take
out orders are available by calling (989) 872-5395.

**********    

The unusual cold weather of late, has delay the an-
nual migration of steelhead up the Muskegon River,
according to professional guide Chad Schaub.

Originally, scheduled to make my annual journey
to the Newaygo area today, Schaub was able to
reschedule my visit for April 25.

Stay tuned, I’ll report more details later. But until
then, if you’re looking for a quality experience, call
Schaub at (616) 799-4375.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Mickey D. Thompson, 37,
Unionville, pleaded no contest to
charges of child abuse, third de-
gree, and domestic violence Dec.
8-15 in Unionville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Ryan M. Cooper, 35, Saint
Clair, pleaded no contest to two
counts of writing a no-account
check Aug. 9-10 in Cass City.
Court records state the checks, in
the amounts of $320 and $450,
were written to Gilligan’s.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Duane W. Reynolds, Sr., 54,
Millington, was sentence to five
days in the county jail, with work
release and worksite privileges,
following his pleas of no contest
to possession of a loaded firearm
in a motor vehicle, and to two
counts of illegally harvesting a
deer, bear, turkeys or wolf Oct. 8.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $225 plus
attorneys fees of $500 plus resti-
tution of $3,000.

*Cody M. Conrad, 28, Burton,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail
and 12 months probation follow-
ing his pleas of guilty to posses-
sion of a controlled substance
May 26 in Dayton Township, and
no contest to embezzlement of
$1,000 to $20,000 between Dec.
28, 2015, and Jan. 19, 2016, while
employed at Extreme Metal Recy-
cling in Vassar Township.
He was also placed on 12 months

probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $2,516 plus
restitution of $2,552.

*Zachary C. Gomes, 22,
Mayville, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following his pleas
of guilty to charges of possession
of marijuana or a synthetic equiv-
alent, subsequent offense; driving
while his license was suspended
or revoked, subsequent offense;
and driving without insurance
Dec. 9 in Mayville.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,408 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Alex J. Mahalak, 28, Deford,
was sentenced to 270 days in jail
and 36 months probation follow-
ing his plea of guilty to domestic
violence, third offense, Oct. 11 in
Novesta Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,008 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Charles M. Herzog, 54, Vassar,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
and 24 months probation follow-
ing his pleas of no contest to do-
mestic violence – aggravated
assault, second offense, and child
abuse, third degree, Sept. 17 in
Vassar Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $826 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Lynette P. Kester, 36, Vassar,
was sentenced to 40 months to 60
months in prison following her
pleas of no contest to three counts
of attempted child abuse, second
degree, between Jan. 1, 2015, and
Jan. 11, 2017, in Caro.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $394.

*Austin R. Snell, 20, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, following his
pleas of guilty to tampering with
an electronic monitoring device
July 6 in Reese and Nov. 27 in
Vassar Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $2,016 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Gary H. Jaster, 48, Deford,
pleaded no contest to charges of
possession of a firearm by a felon,
possession of ammunition by a
felon and interfering with elec-
tronic communications Dec. 13 in
Kingston Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony convic-
tion).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $20,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Joshua J. Gaval, 23, Millington,

pleaded guilty to carrying a con-
cealed weapon and driving with-
out insurance Jan. 21 in
Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be

scheduled.
*Elizabeth C. Waggoner, 54,

Gagetown, pleaded no contest to
falsely reporting a felony (unlaw-
fully driving away an automo-
bile), driving without insurance,
and allowing a person with a sus-
pended or revoked license to op-
erate her motor vehicle Aug. 19 in
Gagetown.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Raymond L. Popp, 30, Caro,
pleaded no contest to three counts
each of domestic violence and as-
sault with intent to do great bodily
harm less than murder Nov. 8 in
Almer Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$200,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Justin S. King, 32, Deford,
pleaded guilty to two counts of
falsely reporting a felony (larceny
of a motor vehicle) Nov. 19 in
Novesta Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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����		�� Three hurt in Sanilac crash
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Deputies say slick roads and high
winds contributed to a multi-vehi-
cle traffic crash that left three peo-
ple injured last Wednesday
afternoon in Sanilac County’s
Austin Township.

Sgt. Ron DuBois of the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department said
the crash – on Ubly Road near
Bay City-Forestville Road – was
reported at about 2:50 p.m.

“The initial investigation re-
vealed that the accident started
when two passersby, 43-year-old
Jennifer Petretis from Sandusky
and 26-year-old Shaun Messing
from Ubly, stopped to assist a per-

son that had went into the east side
ditch on Ubly Road,” DuBois re-
ported.

“While the two were attempting
to assist this motorist, 27-year-old
Renee Buckley from Port Sanilac
was traveling northbound on Ubly
Road when she lost control of her
vehicle due to road conditions and
collided with the truck that was
parked, belonging to the Sandusky
woman,” he said. “That truck then
collided with the other truck that
was parked, belonging to the Ubly
individual, causing damage to all
three vehicles.”

Two passengers in the Buckley
vehicle, 23-year-old Kortney Ray
of North Branch and a four-year-
old boy from Port Sanilac, were
transported to Huron Medical

Center in Bad Axe by Bingham
EMS for treatment of injuries. Pe-
tretis was transported by Sanilac
EMS to McKenzie Memorial
Hospital for treatment of her in-
juries.

“Deputies determined that the
cause of the accident was due to
icy road conditions and strong
winds,” DuBois said. “The acci-
dent remains under investigation.
Alcohol was not a factor in the
crash, (and) all occupants report
wearing seatbelts, and airbags
were deployed in the vehicle
being driven by the Port Sanilac
woman.”

DuBois noted Bingham Town-
ship fire fighters assisted deputies
at the scene.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Angrybook not
a happy place...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

An estimated 150 people attended
the 11th annual Celebrating Tus-
cola’s Stars Awards Breakfast
Thursday at the Tuscola Technol-
ogy Center in Caro. This year’s
winners included Cass City’s Tyler
Perry. Perry, who received a
record 8 nominations and is the
youngest recipient of a Tuscola
Stars award, was honored in the
Individual Category for his vari-
ous volunteer activities in the
community.

Cass City School officials have
announced this year’s top gradu-
ates in the Class of 2013. Leading
the way are co-valedictorians Meri
Jo Dzielinski, daughter of Carla
Cifka and David Dzielinski, and
Katelyn R. Michalski, daughter of
Greg and Kim Michalski, and
salutatorian Lukas Schenk, son of
Jim and Kathy Schenk.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)
Carrie M. Hillaker of Cass City,

Erin Lorencz of Owendale and
Paul E. Longuski of Ubly were all
recently named to the dean’s list at
Grand Valley State University fol-
lowing the fall 2007 semester. To
be named to the list, a student must
earn a minimum 3.5 grade point
average while enrolled in at least
12 hours of coursework.

As, a youth, Scott Stine kept a
radio glued to his ear at every op-
portunity. It’s an obsession that has
served him well later in life.
Today, Stine is program director at
96 WHNN, one of mid-Michi-
gan’s most popular radio stations,
where he also plays host of the sta-
tion’s afternoon drive show, “The
Workday Wrap-up” from 2 to 7
p.m. Stine, 44, says he’s enjoying
a career sparked by his love of
music as a youngster growing up
in Cass City. “I was addicted to
music and radio at a very young
age, I remember being around 10
years old and having a radio to my
ear all day long. My mom finally
bought a little plug-in ear piece so
the whole family wouldn’t have to
listen to it,” recalled the 1981 Cass
City High School graduate. “I
would listen to radio, any kind of
station, for 12 hours a day if I
could. “When I entered my junior
year in high school, then Cass City
basketball Coach Ron Nurnberger
helped me get my foot in the door
at WKYO/WIDL in Caro, I knew
he did a weekend sports show at
the station and asked him to intro-
duce me to the program director,”
Stine said. “It went from there.”

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
Mr. and Mrs. Manley McMillen

of Deford announce the birth of a
daughter, Kelsey Newell, born
April 11. She weighed 4 pounds
and was 17 3/4” long. Grandpar-
ents are Mr. and Mrs. Howard
McMillen of Gagetown and Mrs.
Barbara Benton of Jackson.
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Marshall an-

nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Jeanne Marie Marshall,
to Dr. Samuel F. Minor, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Harlan Minor of West
Branch. Jeanne is a 1985 graduate
of Cass City High School and a
1993 graduate of MSU College of
Human Medicine. Sam is also a
graduate of MSU College of
Human Medicine. He is currently
finishing the second year of resi-
dency in family practice in Sagi-
naw. A June 5 wedding is planned.

Marine Master Sgt. Robert J.
Shumacher, a 1970 graduate of
Ubly High School, recently reen-
listed for 4 years while serving
with 3rd Maintenance Battalion,
3rd Force Service Support Group,
Okinawa, Japan. He joined the
Marine Corps in March, 1971.

Two area students have been
named to the dean’s list for winter
term at Northwood University.
The announcement was made by
Dr. Catherine Chen, dean of the
college. The students are Melanie
Churchill, a freshman, daughter of
Clarence and Thelma Churchill of
Cass City, and Darin Gyomory, a
senior, son of James and Judith
Gyomory of Deford. To achieve
dean’s list recognition, students
must earn a 3.0 grade point on a
4.0 scale.

35 YEARS AGO (1983) 
Sgts. Harold and Patricia

Houghton announce the birth of
their first child March 30 at 7:37
a.m. at the U.S. Army Military
Hospital near Bremerhaven, West

Facebook used to be such a happy place.
These days it feels more like Angrybook, Blamebook and Innuendo-

book, you know?
I don’t spend as much time these days as I used to on the popular social

networking site, largely because I’m far too tempted to argue over topics
that, while important, can’t be debated effectively or constructively on
any website. Simply put, the lack of face-to-face interaction is a recipe
for attracting cowards whose levels of respect and courtesy are rivaled
only by their lack of spelling and grammar skills.

It’s also become exceedingly difficult to separate fact from fiction in
a universe where political memes can be overwhelming. Sort of makes
me sorry for ever chuckling at people who post their soup de jour on a
regular basis.

More and more, people with an ax to grind are taking their beefs to
Facebook, whether they feel wronged by an area business, the local
school district or a law enforcement agency. That makes sense, I guess,
because it’s virtually certain that someone is going to agree with them
without first doing a little homework. I mean, why spend a couple min-
utes checking the facts? It’s on Facebook, right?
Yeah, it’s like that. 
I’m also inclined to believe there are much darker elements in the

Facebook universe, intentionally posting slanted “news” items designed
to persuade or simply inflame.

In the end, for all its potential to be a positive source of communica-
tion, Facebook has drawn hate-filled individuals like moths to a flame,
and they’re winning the battle against civility.

This is a battle with no winners. At least I’ve never met anyone who
abruptly changed their mind when it comes to important issues such as
abortion or gun control after engaging in a debate with one or more
Facebookers whose stunning communication skills and research con-
vinced them that they’ve been wrong all this time.

Of course, disagreements are nothing new when it comes to political
and social issues of all sorts, but technology has paved the way for dis-
sension and hate to grow – not unlike an aggressive cancer — faster
than words can be typed. That’s especially true of people who wouldn’t
even consider signing their name to a “letter to the editor” expressing
their views in public, but think nothing of hiding behind a Facebook
name.
It’s scary. And sad, especially when you see friends and family mem-

bers distance themselves from one another after on-line disagreements
over issues that pale in comparison to relationships, and to the obliga-
tion we all have to be kind to one another.  
I don’t know about most other folks, but I joined Facebook to keep in

touch with distant relatives and friends, and to renew some old friend-
ships. The site has also proven really helpful in my line of work.

But like so many others, I’ve been guilty of getting caught up in de-
bates and arguments, I suppose because I’m passionate about certain
issues, and I enjoy the challenge (not that I’m used to winning. I’ve
been married for 36 years, after all).

I’ve considered walking away from Facebook altogether, but maybe
that option is too easy. Perhaps it’s more important to stick around and
simply refuse to participate in discussions that I know aren’t going to
benefit anyone – including me.

were dinner guests in the Floyd
Heronemus home near Decker.

SP/4 Alvin R. Burk II has been
accepted for duty with special
forces in Vietnam and has been as-
signed to the “Green Beret” forces
at camp headquarters at Nha
Trang. Another son of Mr. and
Mrs. Alvin Burk, SP/4 David
Burk, is attached to the 36th Signal
Corps near Bien Hoa.

Wally Hempton, who is a 1964
graduate of Cass City High
School, is one of 19 members of
Central Michigan University’s
baseball team currently in the mid-
dle of a 14-game, 10-day southern
trip.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)
S. Sgt. Russell Quick has been

transferred from Camp Polk,
Louisiana, to Los Angeles, Calif. 
Pvt. and Mrs. Maitland N. Peter-

son left Monday evening for
Fresno, California, where Pvt. Pe-
terson is stationed. 
Clarence Zapfe, who has enlisted

in the U.S. Navy, expects to leave
today (Friday) for the Great Lakes
Training Station. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Zapfe. 

Sgt. Stuart Atwell, who has
served as an instructor in the
R.O.T.C. at Michigan State Col-
lege, left East Lansing Thursday
for Fort Sheridan, Illinois. 

Pfc. Clark M. Knapp, who has
been stationed at Fort Custer the
greater part of the seven months
since he was inducted into the
Army, was transferred the past
week to Camp McCoy, Wis. 

Mrs. Zora Day has been in-
formed that her son, John A. Day,
had been promoted and is now a
First Lieutenant. He has been sta-
tioned at Hq. Desert Training Cen-
ter at Camp Young, Indio,
California, since last October. 
Pfc. Leo Powers and Mrs. Powers

of Camp Blanding, Florida, and
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Gifford and
son, Raymond, of Wayne spent a
few days last week at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Quick, par-
ents of Mrs. Powers and Mrs. Gif-
ford. 

A lovely military wedding took
place in Alliance, Nebraska,
March 15, when Ada O’Rourke
and S-Sgt. Floyd O’Rourke were
united in marriage in the Lutheran
parsonage by Rev. H. A. Myres,
pastor. Their only attendants were
Lieut. and Mrs. Leo Hogue. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Kilbourn and
Mrs. Pearl Creger spent Sunday
with Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Kilbourn at
Vassar. Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Kilbourn
have received the news that their
son, Albert Kilbourn, was injured
in North Africa. They have two
other sons in the Service.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)
Quantico, Va., April 10, 1918

Friend Herb Just a few lines to let
you know Im still here and enjoy-
ing the training. I just finished
reading the Chronicle and cer-
tainly do enjoy it. There is no
paper I appreciate more than I do
the Chronicle. The people at home
certainly deserve credit for the
way they have responded to their
country’s call especially the Red
Cross. “Uncle Sam” takes good
care of us and we have everything
that we used to get at home. The
worst part of the day is in the
morning when reveille is blown at
5:30. I think the man who invented
the bugle ought to be court mar-
tialed. After that comes roll call,
then physical exercises, then
breakfast at seven, troop at 8:15,
then drill until eleven, nothing to
do then until 1:15, then drill until
3:30 or 4:00. We go to the range
pretty often where we use three-
inch guns. We also get our share of
digging trenches and dugouts. Got
our Regimental colors some time
ago and are very proud of them.
They will always be protected as
long as there is a man in the
Eleventh Regime left. We are all
anxious to leave for “Somewhere
in France” and don’t expect to be
here much longer. We also have
different kinds of entertainments
every night, usually put on by
Washington players. We get liberty
every Saturday from noon until
Monday morning and there are a
good many places of interest
around here envy the boys who
live near enough so they can go
home over Sunday. Well, Herb, it
is setting near taps so will have to
come to a conclusion. Your friend,
JIM DOERR, 132 Co., 11th Reg.

Germany, where they are sta-
tioned. Kristin Marie weighed
seven pounds and one-half ounce
and was 21 inches long. She is the
18th grandchild of Alvin
Houghton of Cass City and the
first of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Schaner
of West Virginia.

Mr. and Mrs. Burt Lester of
Kingston announce the birth of a
daughter, Jennifer Emily. She was
born April 3 at 3:24 a.m. at Hills
and Dales General Hospital. She
weighed seven pounds and 12
ounces and was 21 inches long,
She is the 11th grandchild of Le-
land Lester of Kingston and the
19th of Alvin Houghton of Cass
City. Jennifer joins a brother,
David, at home.
Jill Ann Magel has been named a

national award winner in leader-
ship by the United States Achieve-
ment Academy. She attends
Gwinn High School and is the
daughter of Leroy and Helen
Magel. Her grandparents are Jack
and Erma Dunlap of Decker and
Jim and Kate Moore of AuGres,
formerly of Cass City.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 
Constance Langmaid, daughter

of Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Bartle of
Cass City, and Ernest Gilmore
Schwaderer, son of Ernest L.
Schwaderer of Cass City and the
late Mrs. Schwaderer, were mar-
ried Saturday afternoon, April 8, in
a double-ring ceremony, at the
Salem United Methodist Church
in Cass City. The Reverend Eldred
Kelley officiated.

Dave Shaw, a Cass City High
School ninth grader, and Belinda
Kuenzli, an 11th grader, were
commended recently by the
“Michigan Youth Arts Festival”
council. This is an annual
statewide event, with the top final-
ists being honored during Michi-
gan Week in May at Central
Michigan University. It represents
the culmination of a year-long
search for the finest artistic talent
in Michigan high schools. It hon-
ors all of the fine arts: drama,
music, dance, art, and creative
writing. Dave received an honor-
able mention for his science fic-
tion short story, “A Cosmos of
Entities”, and Belinda received a
similar award for a collection of
her poetry. Dave was the only
ninth grader among 1,000 Michi-
gan high school entrants to receive
an award in writing.

Pvt. John D. Fortson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Clayton Lane of Cass
City, graduated April 6 from U.S.
Army basic combat training at
Fort Knox, Ky. During the seven-
week training, Fortson received
the expert medal, qualifying with
an M-16A1 rifle. His platoon re-
ceived an outstanding platoon
award, selected by the company
commander, for demonstrating the
highest degree of espirit de corps,
team work and competitive spirit,
and whose performance in all
facets of training had been the
most outstanding.

Navy Seaman Recruit Terry L.
Compo, son of James R. Compo
has completed recruit training at
the Naval Training Center, Great
Lakes, Ill. During the eight-week
training cycle, he studied general
military subjects designed to pre-
pare him for further academic and
on-the-job training in one of the
Navy’s 85 basic occupational
fields. Included in his studies were
seamanship, close order drill,
Naval history and first aid. Person-
nel who complete this course of
instruction are eligible for three
hours of college credit in physical
education and hygiene. A 1977
graduate of Cass City High
School, he joined the Navy in Jan-
uary.

50 YEARS AGO (1968) 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Auten

and family had as Easter dinner
guests, Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Auten,
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Auten and
daughters, Mrs. A. N. Bigelow and
Miss Jo Ann Bigelow. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grant Hutchinson
had as Easter guests, Mr. and Mrs.
James Hutchinson and family of
Freeland, William Hutchinson of
Saginaw and his fiancée, Miss
Prudence Randall of Ceresco, and
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hutchinson. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Herbst and
children of Algonac were weekend
guests of her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Alvah Hillman. Sunday, Mr. and
Mrs. Hillman and their guests
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Phil Green, a life-long Republi-
can from Tuscola County, last
week announced his candidacy for
the 84th
D i s t r i c t
Michigan
S t a t e
House of
Represen-
tatives seat.

“I am ex-
cited about
the possi-
bility of
serving the
residents of Tuscola and Huron
counties in the Michigan House of
Representatives,” said Green, of
Millington. “I want to see the 84th
District well-represented and to
have our communities benefit
from positive, conservative lead-

Green eyes 84th District state rep seat

Phil Green

ership in Lansing on their behalf.”
Green said that his adult life has

been dedicated to service and
ministry to people.

After graduation from college,
Green became the youth pastor at
a church in Oshkosh, Wis.  While
there, he joined the chaplaincy
program with the Winnebago
County Sheriff’s Office. Green
then accepted a position in West-
ern New York as a church pastor
and also served as a soccer and
basketball coach in the Pavilion
Central School District.

Green continued his ministry by
starting the chaplaincy program at
the Genesee County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in Batavia, N.Y. In 2011, he
received the coveted National
Sheriff’s Association Chaplain of

the Year Award.
A year later, Green returned to

his home state of Michigan. Most
recently, he has served as the
school administrator at Juniata
Christian School in Vassar.

He has also been active in Up-
ward Basketball through coach-
ing, officiating and directing;
serves as a Michigan High School
Athletic Association (MHSAA)-
licensed soccer referee; and is a
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR)-certified hunter
safety instructor and a bow hunter
safety instructor.

State Rep. Dr. Edward Canfield,
D.O., has represented the 84th
House District since 2015. Can-
field recently announced he will
not be seeking re-election.

of the charges, including assault
with intent to murder, which is
punishable by up to life or any
number of years in prison. He also
faces five counts of falsely report-
ing a felony, and lying to a police
officer during a violent crime in-
vestigation. Each of those counts
carries a maximum four-year
prison term.

After allegedly assaulting his
wife, Williams left the home and
went to work, according to inves-
tigators, who allege the defendant
returned home about 15 hours
later and damaged the residence in
an effort to make it appear as if an
unknown intruder had broken in
and assaulted his wife.

Investigators said Williams then
called 911 to report the crime. He
initially told police his home had
been invaded and his wife at-
tacked.

As the investigation progressed,
Williams became a suspect and
was arrested on May 27.
Reene initially said there was no

clear motive in the crime, al-
though Williams offered investi-
gators some “difficult to decipher
comments” that seemed to indi-
cate general marital discord, and
that during his preliminary exam-
ination, court testimony indicated
Williams and his wife had argued
about his giving another woman
money. 

During his arraignment before
Tuscola County Magistrate Joe
Van Auken, Williams was asked if
he had appeared in court proceed-
ings before.

“He answered no,” Reene said.
“The other question asked was if
he had been treated for mental
health issues. He said, ‘not yet.’

Tilt, including threatening and/or
imposing an improper Individual-
ized Development Plan (IDP), is-
suing a discriminatory written
reprimand, improperly evaluating
her for the 2015-2016 school year,
and improperly laying Tilt off ef-
fective September 1, 2016.”

The press release alleges the
“union’s charge alleged that those
actions were taken by middle
school Principal Josh Hahn and
Superintendent George Rierson on
various dates in 2016 and were di-
rected against Tilt because of her
union activities.”

“The union filed the charge to
protect all our teachers – to make
sure the district would be held ac-
countable,” said USEA Secre-
tary/Treasurer Dave Good. “The
district should not treat teachers
differently based on holding a
union office, filing contract griev-
ances or other union activities.”

Because the district had given
Tilt a written reprimand and a poor
evaluation, which the union al-
leged to be discriminatory and im-
proper, she was selected to be laid
off at the start of the 2016-2017
school year. Prior to the 2015-
2016 school year, Tilt’s evalua-
tions had been positive, earning
grades of “highly effective” or “ef-
fective.”

School officials denied the alle-
gations brought by the union. 

“The district claimed it took the
actions for legitimate reasons. The
case was eventually scheduled for
a trial to start on Jan. 23, 2018, be-
fore Administrative Law Judge
Travis Calderwood at a Michigan
Administrative Hearing System
courtroom in Detroit,” the news

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

USEA: Tilt case a win  for union members
release noted.
On the first day of the scheduled

trial, union and district represen-
tatives met and agreed on a reso-
lution related to the charges. The
settlement agreement and release
between Tilt, the USEA and the
District was approved by the USA
Board of Education February 12.
The board went into closed ses-
sion under attorney-client privi-
lege, and then in open session
approved the agreement.

Rierson did not respond to sev-
eral attempts requesting comment
from him on the matter.
Although neither side admits any

wrongdoing or liability under the
settlement, Rierson sent a letter to
the Michigan Department of Edu-
cation about Tilt’s 2016-2016
evaluation and the evaluation tool
that was used for the first time that
year for all teachers.

Rierson’s letter stated the new
2015-2016 teacher evaluation tool
“included many factors that teach-
ers had not been previously eval-
uated on; “that teachers that year
were not rated on all the dimen-
sions;” that “the vast majority of
teachers that year had lower rat-
ings than prior years;” that “Bar-
bara Tilt had previously always
been rated as at least “effective”;”
and that “if all of the applicable
dimensions had been used, Bar-
bara Tilt would very likely have
been rated as “effective.”

As part of the settlement agree-
ment, the district rescinded Tilt’s
written reprimand and IDP. In
March, the district paid Tilt a fi-
nancial settlement as a compro-
mise amount of her claimed back
pay/benefits, and Tilt tendered her
resignation to the district as part of
the settlement.
Rierson also provided her with a

letter of recommendation for fu-
ture employment that states Tilt
was a “dedicated advocate for
health education for all students in
the district” and that she was “a
champion for health education.”

Union President John Ionnidis
commented, “The district has now
explained certain difficulties en-
countered in teacher evaluations
that many felt were unfair. The
district is making improvements
to that process for all teachers, and
toward the ultimate benefit of our
students.

“The union hopes to move for-
ward in a productive working re-
lationship with the district. We
continue to seek positive solutions
for all teachers and our students.”

Tilt taught at USA from 1995
until she was laid off Sept. 1,
2016.
“I am very relieved that the MEA

and MERC case has been re-
solved,” said Tilt. “Teachers
should not lose their jobs for
doing their jobs.

“I will miss teaching my stu-
dents, but I’m excited about mov-
ing on to new career challenges,”
she added.

Overall, Tilt has 26 years of
teaching experience. She was a
student teacher in 1989 in Ubly,
and graduated from CMU in 1989
with a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion, studied English at SVSU and
earned her master’s degree in the
art of teaching from Marygrove
College in 2003.
She was named Walmart Teacher

of the Year in 1997, Michigan’s
Health Teacher of the Year in
2005, received a Crystal Apple
Teaching Award by the USA
School Board, and has been hon-
ored with numerous other teach-
ing awards during her career.

Williams trial underway in circuit court

“He’s a very puzzling guy,”
Reene commented last week.
“Cold-blooded – that’s the
(phrase) that runs through your
mind.”

Williams has been examined at
the Center for Forensic Psychiatry
in Ypsilanti, where he underwent
a criminal responsibility evalua-
tion. It was determined the case
against the Caro resident could
move forward.
A relative of Williams’ wife filed

divorce proceedings against
Williams on behalf of the victim,
who survived the attack but con-
tinues to suffer from medical is-
sues related to her injuries.

“It’s a miracle that she’s alive,
and she continues to reside in a fa-
cility where assistance is provided
to her,” Reene said.

Williams has remained jailed on
a $500,000 cash bond while
awaiting trial.
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Drivers training is available
KINGSTON — The Kingston Board of Education recently approved
having Dan Wenzlaff offer drivers training (segments I and II) for a fee
totaling $275 per student starting in the spring.

Cardboard City benefit set
TUSCOLA COUNTY — Since 2001, Future Youth Involvement (FYI),
the Youth Advisory Council of the Tuscola County Community Foun-
dation, has organized and hosted a community-wide event called the
Cardboard City Sleep-Out to promote awareness of homelessness.
In addition, this year there will be a third annual 5-K city run/walk to

raise awareness and funds for the Homelessness Prevention Fund of the
Tuscola County Community Foundation. This year’s run will be Satur-
day, April 21.

Alcoholism focus of meeting
CASS CITY – The Jellinek Chart on the phases and symptoms of alco-
holism will be the focus of a meeting slated for Monday, April 23, at
the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, located at the east end of Cass
City at 6820 Cass City Rd. (M-81).

The meeting is open to the public and will begin promptly at 7 p.m.
Those planning to attend are encouraged to arrive early and enjoy coffee
and doughnuts.

Memorial program planned
CARO — The Greater Tuscola County Chaplain Corps and Thumb
Lodge No. 148 Fraternal Order of Police will host a law enforcement
memorial service next month.

The service is scheduled for Wednesday, May 2, starting at 6 p.m. at
the Indianfields Township Cemetery.

“Day of prayer” event slated
CARO — The Tuscola County Board of Commissioners recently ap-
proved the use of the courthouse lawn in Caro for the annual National
Day of Prayer event. The event is scheduled for Thursday, May 3, at
noon.

Tire collection slated May 12
DEFORD — The Novesta Township Board recently approved a collec-
tion of unwanted tires Saturday, May 12, from 9 a.m. to noon at the old
township hall in Deford.
The collection is limited to eight tires per resident.

Tax renewal going on ballot
TUSCOLA COUNTY — Tuscola County Commissioners recently ap-
proved a motion placing a millage request on the Tuesday, Aug. 7, pri-
mary election ballot to continue funding the Tuscola County Medical
Care Facility.

The request is for renewal of .25 of a mill for 10 years, from 2019
through 2028.
If approved, the millage would generate an estimated $434,465 in the

first year.

Thumb area farms recognized
THUMB —The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment’s (MDARD) Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP) recently recognized 36 farms in the state, including
some in the Thumb area, for implementing pollution prevention prac-
tices.
Among the farms recognized were:
*The David Sting Farm (Previously Sting Family Organics, LLC), of

Unionville, as a verified farm in Cropping and Farmstead Systems.
*Triple R Farms, of Snover, as a verified farm in Cropping and Farm-

stead Systems.
*Thomas and Janice Sting Farm, of Sebewaing, as a verified farm in

Cropping and Farmstead Systems
The program assists farmers in complying with state and federal en-

vironmental regulations and with Right to Farm practices. Technical as-
sistance is provided by local conservation districts. 
MAEAP is a collaborative effort of farmers, MDARD, Michigan Farm

Bureau, commodity organizations, universities, conservation districts,
conservation and environmental groups and state and federal agencies.

STUDENTS AT Owen-

Gage Elementary School

celebrated March is Read-

ing Month with a host of

activities. “Each student

was given a calendar with

activities to promote read-

ing,” said Mary Ann Min-

kler, Owen-Gage

administrative assistant.

“We had a few visitors that

came and read to our stu-

dents.  The ‘Cat in the Hat’

read a Dr. Seuss book, Dr.

(84th District State Rep.

Edward) Canfield came

and read, and we had a

‘Shake, Rattle and Roll’

reading assembly. Each

student turned in reading

logs and earned prizes and

our classes decorated the

hall in a Dr. Seuss theme.

We ended the month with a

reading fair and an awards

assembly.”
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s Department de-

tectives are investigating a subject seen driving

his pickup truck (above) April 4 and turning on

a blue/red light bar inside the vehicle (mounted

on the inside of the windshield just above the

dashboard), causing other vehicles to pull off

from the road in the areas of M-81 to M-15,

south on M-15 to M-83, south on M-83 to M-46,

and then west into Saginaw. Anyone with infor-

mation related to the driver is asked to contact

Detective Jim Hook at (989) 673-8161 (ext. 2234)

or via email at jhook@tuscolacounty.org.

conspiracy to commit larceny in a building.
The investigation unfolded after police were alerted to a “smash and

grab” burglary at the local business during the early morning hours of
Feb. 26.  Police Chief Craig Haynes reported someone had used a blunt
object to smash the glass in the front door at Quaker Maid Dairy Store,
6614 Main St., then entered the store, grabbed an unknown amount of
cash and fled.
About one month later, during the early morning hours of March 27,

business owner Kareem Khoury discovered a second burglary attempt,
although the culprits were unable to gain entry through a glass door be-
fore fleeing the scene.
“We were happy to get it wrapped up,” Haynes said of the case. “This

was Officer Ken Miller’s case, and he did a good job on the investiga-
tion and obtaining digital evidence.”

Thumb Narcotics Unit and the
Michigan State Police to exhaus-
tively investigate this matter.

“This office further wishes to
recognize the exemplary dedica-
tion of Detective Sgt. James Hook
of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department and Chief Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney Eric F.
Wanink, who both worked tire-
lessly to help bring this case to

Continued from page one. trial and obtain a verdict that is in
accord with justice,” Reene said.

“This investigation was a model
example of a tremendously coor-
dinated operation that involved
the investigative skills and re-
sources of multiple police agen-
cies and specialized divisions.”

Reene explained the charges in
the case stemmed from Forte’s in-
volvement in the sale of heroin,
which was verified through labo-
ratory testing as having been laced

with fentanyl, a powerful syn-
thetic opioid (painkiller) that is
about 100 times more powerful
than morphine and between 30
and 50 times stronger than heroin.

Doctors prescribe Fentanyl to
cancer patients and others experi-
encing severe pain. But the opioid
– which made headlines for caus-
ing the overdose deaths of musi-
cians Prince and, more recently,
Tom Petty — has become popular
on the streets and a driving force
behind a sweeping drug epidemic
that has claimed thousands of
lives.
In the Dennis case, Reene noted,

“the delivery of heroin initially
occurred on April 19 in the city of
Saginaw.  The tainted heroin was
subsequently used and consumed
by (the victim) later that same day.
Further investigation revealed that
it was the tainted heroin sold to
her by Forte earlier in the day that
was a significant, contributing
factor in her death.”
Forte had two co-defendants, and

both Cass City area men have al-
ready been sentenced.

Adam R. Maxson, 32 – the
boyfriend of the victim – and
Tyler J. Meffer, 24, were each or-
dered to serve prison time in con-
nection with Dennis’ death.
Maxson, who pleaded no contest

to felony charges of delivery/man-
ufacture of cocaine, heroin or an-
other narcotic (less than 50
grams); inducing another person
to deliver cocaine, heroin or an-
other narcotic (less than 50
grams); and homicide - involun-
tary manslaughter, was sentenced
to six to 20 years in prison. He
was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $394.

Meffer, meanwhile, was sen-
tenced to 34 months to 20 years in
prison and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $326. He previ-
ously pleaded guilty to charges of
delivery/manufacture of cocaine,
heroin or another narcotic (less
than 50 grams), and possession of
cocaine, heroin or another nar-
cotic (less than 25 grams).

An increasing number of opioid
overdoses in the Thumb has law
enforcement officials and prose-
cutors concerned along with
health officials, especially with re-
ports of drug investigations in-
volving fentanyl, and the even
more powerful drug carfentanil,
surfacing last year in Huron and
Sanilac counties, respectively.
Both drugs are known to be used
to “cut” or mix with heroin before
being sold on the street.

Forte sentenced on drug charges

Continued from page one.

Police arrest pair in break-ins

Village focusing on
blight and business

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Cass City Village officials are focusing on making the community the
best it can be by continuing efforts to attract new businesses and en-
courage existing businesses to stay put.

In order to accomplish those goals, officials are focusing on strategic
planning goals, including eliminating blight.
“Addressing blight is a directive of the council and strategic planning.

We have a lot of vacant storefronts in the downtown. They would like
to fill them up and will be looking at that as we plan our growth for the
future,” explained village Manager Debbie Powell. “Blight is a hin-
drance to economic development and is a hindrance that keeps people
out of the community as well as for the tax base.
“Blight has far reaching aspects and we are going to be proactive and

innovative as we address it with vacant businesses and residential prop-
erties. We are going to be very proactive on this,” she added.
Another goal is expansion of the village’s redevelopment district and

financial incentives for business owners to improve their storefronts.
“The DDA (downtown development authority) is looking at amending

the redevelopment district to include more property. That plan is still
being developed and has not been brought to the council yet,” Powell
noted, adding the topic could be on the agenda for the village council’s
Monday, April 30, regular meeting.

And, the DDA is looking at resurrecting a facade improvement pro-
gram in which it would reimburse business owners two percent interest
on a $25,000 loan or less that is used to improve a business’ facade in
the DDA district.
In addition, the local chamber of commerce is interested in organizing

window dressings/staging in storefronts of vacant businesses using win-
dow films, banners, paintings or artwork produced by local students as
enhancements.
Village officials recently addressed the financing of local DDA-owned

properties. Two of the properties were financed with loans through
Thumb Bank and Trust, and one property is on a land contract with a
balloon payment of $38,780 due in 2019.
The council approved plans to refinance the properties: the Jacob Prop-

erty/Cass City Antique Mall at 6544 Main St., a residential rental at
4453 Leach St., and a rental at 4452 West St., into one loan totaling
$121,000 through Thumb Bank and Trust for seven years with an in-
terest rate of 4.95 percent.
“Having all of the loans in one payment reduces the monthly payment

by about $300 a month,” Powell said. 
At the same time, the council approved hiring McKenna of Northville

to update Cass City’s master plan at a cost of $22,000, spread out over
three annual payments.

“And, as part of our economic development goal, I asked the MEDC
(Michigan Economic Development Commission) to come here to meet
with businesses in our industrial park. It’s been many years since a rep-
resentative has come and updated businesses on training, grants and
programs the MEDC offers,” said Powell. “Business retention is an im-
portant aspect of growing our community.”

Powell met with MEDC officials in March and is scheduled to meet
with them again in mid-April to discuss business development in the
village’s downtown district.
Powell noted securing grants is another aspect being explored.
“One of the grants available is for distilleries. My understanding is the

EDC had a developer interested in the region at a DDA meeting (and)
talked about proposed locations — one was the antique mall,” she said.
“I have not heard anything further at this point. That is all I know about
that.”

Have you seen this pick-up?
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The Ubly High School Quizbowl
Team recently turned some heads
at the Tournament of Champions
in Sandusky, with each of the
team’s members bringing home
one or more trophies.

“Macy Knoblock, senior, took
home first place in Class of 2018,
first place in language arts, third
place in the arts, third place in sci-
ence and was the overall ‘Cham-
pion of Champions’ winner,” said
Nikki Tibbits, an English teacher,
curriculum director and media
center specialist at Ubly. She

added, Knoblock received a $125
scholarship for her performance.

Another Ubly senior, Andrew
Gilbert, meanwhile, finished in
first place in the math and science
competitions, second in the Class
of 2018 and was also awarded a
$125 scholarship after tying with
Knoblock for the title of Cham-
pion of Champions, according to
Tibbits.
Other Bearcats winning trophies

were:

*Kelsey Knoblock, junior, sec-

ond place in the Class of 2019.
*Rebecca Particka, junior, sec-

ond place in the arts. 
*Joshua Brandel, junior, second

place in social studies.
*Cole Messing, freshmen, sec-

ond place in the Class of 2021.
“The team also won the overall

meet, finishing with a 27-2 sea-
son,” Tibbits said. “All of these
students will continue to work
hard, studying for the state meet
and fundraising for their stay at
MSU in April. Excellent work by
all.”

Ubly Quizbowl Team shines

UBLY HIGH School Quiz Bowl team members

are (front row, from left) Kelsey Knoblock and

Rebecca Particka, (back row) Cole Messing, An-

drew Gilbert, Macy Knoblock and Josh Bran-

del. 
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