
during the week to ensure they’re
prepared and safe.

Area fire
d e p a r t -
ments will
continue to
test their
t o r n a d o
sirens on
the first
Wednesday
of the
month at
10 a.m.
through October.
A tornado warning is announced

with a two-minute blast.  The all-
clear signal is three short blasts.
A severe thunderstorm or tornado

“watch” is issued whenever con-
ditions exist for severe weather to

d e v e l o p .
A warning,
indicating
that resi-
d e n t s
s h o u l d
seek shel-
ter imme-
diately, is
i s s u e d
when se-
v e r e

weather or a tornado is spotted on
radar or when a funnel cloud has
been sighted.
“While tornadoes can occur dur-

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A Tuscola County commissioner has set his sights on the 84th District
Michigan House of Representatives seat now held by state Rep. Dr. Ed-
ward J. “Ned” Canfield (R-Sebewaing), who last week announced he

won’t be seeking reelection.
Commissioner Matthew Bierlein, who

serves the townships of Denmark, Juniata
and Vassar and the city of Vassar, announced
his candidacy for the 84th District seat,
which represents Tuscola and Huron coun-
ties.

Bierlein, 35, plans to seek the Republican
nomination.

Although Canfield could have sought re-
election before term-limiting out, he an-
nounced March 26 that he will not be
seeking a third term.
According to Canfield, it was not an easy

decision.
“After great thought and discussion with

my family and friends, I have made the de-
cision not to seek reelection,” he said.
“One of my greatest opportunities has been

being able to help people in our district,” he
added. “I am proud of the work I have done
and the accomplishments achieved during
my tenure.
“One of the most important things that has

occurred, and I was proud of my part in, was
preserving the Caro Center in our district,”
Canfield said. “We will soon have a brand
new psychiatric hospital. This will protect

present jobs, create new jobs, and bring other

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

While a jury exonerated Dr. Joseph E. Oesterling last fall following
his trial on seven criminal charges, the Ann Arbor urologist’s legal trou-
bles aren’t all behind him.

In fact, Oesterling, who once served as chief of
urology at the University of Michigan Medical
Center, now faces sentencing stemming from a
second round of new criminal charges the Tus-
cola County Prosecutor’s Office filed against
him in connection with allegations that he oper-
ated a criminal enterprise and was involved in
Medicaid fraud and placing false information on
charts.
Oesterling appeared in Tuscola County Circuit

Court last week, entering pleas of no contest to
five counts of intentionally placing false infor-
mation on medical record charts, a felony pun-

ishable by up to four years imprisonment and/or a maximum fine of
$5,000.

O-G students
giving back

Photos, page 16
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Foundation boosts
student fitness
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Sheriff promotes
deputy to detective

Photo, page 4

HURON COUNTY Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson last week recognized a num-

ber of his officers for outstanding work in 2017. Hanson is pictured above

(far right) after presenting lifesaving awards to deputies (from left) Alex

Jobes, Jake Dhyse, Eric Hessling, Steve Bismack, Brad Strozeski, Ryan

Swartz, Gabe Callender and Marc Woodward.

Huron sheriff honors
department’s officers

THE LAST OF the ice has virtually vanished, but Thumb area fishermen

can count on continued cold as they pursue that next fish dinner. Above,

a pair of anglers recently tried their luck at the docks in Sebewaing in

the company of some seagulls. (Mary Drier photo)

Canfield won’t seek
reelection; Bierlein
announces campaign

Embattled urologist faces 
sentencing on 5 charges

Owen-Gage announces
three top grads for 2018

Please turn to page 8.Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 6.

It’s time to prepare for severe 
weather; siren testing on tap

Please turn to page 6.

Owen-Gage School officials recently announced the top graduates in
the district’s Class of 2018, led by Aaron J. Fahrner and Luke W. Ret-
ford, co-valedictorians, and Morgan E. Ondrajka, salutatorian.
Fahrner, the son of Charles and Terry Fahrner of Sebewaing, boasts a

4.0 grade point average. He was inducted into the National Honor So-
ciety (NHS) as a sophomore, serving as vice-president his junior year
and as president this year. He has also been on the honor roll each year
and a member of the 3.0 Honors Club.
As a freshman, Fahrner was class representative to the student council

and served as class president from his sophomore year through his sen-
ior year. He also served as student council treasurer his sophomore year.

Fahrner has been very active in sports throughout high school.  He’s

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

When it comes to spring weather
in Michigan, the only certainty is
uncertainty.
Tuscola County Office of Emer-

gency Management Coordinator
Steven Anderson is all too familiar
with that reality, which is why he
is reminding residents that it’s
time once again to prepare for the
worst Mother Nature can dish out
in the coming weeks.
The threat of damaging thunder-

storms and tornadoes each sum-
mer is behind Michigan Severe
Weather Awareness Week, set for
April 8-14 this year.

“Tuscola County will be partici-
pating in the Michigan Statewide
Tornado Siren Drill, which will be
held Wednesday, April 11, at 1
p.m.,” said Anderson, who is also
a Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputy. “Along with the outdoor
warning siren test,” he added,
“Tuscola County Central Dispatch
will also be testing the
RAVE/Smart911 notification sys-
tem on April 11. We encourage
everyone to please sign up for this
service at www.smart911.com.”

Tornadoes can develop rapidly,
with little or no warning. Due to
their unpredictable nature, every-
one is encouraged to be prepared
well in advance, which is why An-
derson is asking residents and
business to take a few extra steps

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Huron County Sheriff’s Department honored its own during the
department’s annual meeting last week.

“The activities of the prior year were reviewed and expectations and
goals for 2018 were discussed. Many deputies received awards for the
past year’s service,” said Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson. “Comments and sug-
gestions by all were also taken into account.”
Among the officers honored was Deputy Brad Strozeski. Hanson pre-

sented him with a lifesaving award for response to a medical emergency
in Caseville Township last spring, when he utilized an AED (automated
external defibrillator) to save a woman’s life after she suffered a heart
attack.
Hanson also presented professional excellence awards to deputies who

performed 150 or more hours of overtime service. They are Brandon
Kadar, Daryl Ford, Eric Hessling, Dan Maxwell, Charlie Stevens, Katie
Carter, Kim Kociba-Weber, Randy Smaglinski, Justin Tietz, Lucas Loss,
Warren Kuhl, Ryan Neumann, Ryan Swartz, Steve Bismack, Stephanie
Voss and Roy Williamson.
Eight deputies were recognized with the sheriff’s commendations for

Dr. Joseph Oesterling

Dr. Edward Canfield

Matthew Bierlein
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DAVID MILLIGAN of the Pinney Foundation poses with physical edu-

cation teacher Adam Dorland, the new IHT Spirit System and Cass City

third graders.

Cass City School officials are
bringing the technology age into
the gymnasium for the district’s
younger students, thanks to a
grant from the Pinney Foundation.
“Cass City Elementary School is

excited to announce that we have
begun to implement a new physi-
cal educational technology and
curriculum system called the IHT
Spirit System,” teacher Rebecca
Walker recently announced.

“This new technology will en-
gage students in the latest heart
rate monitor and assessment tech-
nology available today. The goal
is to help children better under-

stand their own health and take
ownership of their overall well-
being for life,” Walker said.

“The Spirit System is a web-
based assessment system that uses
heart rate monitors that children
will wear in PE class,” she ex-
plained. “The heart rate monitors
are designed specifically for phys-
ical education to help students
gain instant feedback on their ef-
fort. They will also engage and
educate students on a variety of
fitness activities that optimize car-
diovascular endurance, stamina,
flexibility, speed, core strength,
power, coordination and self-con-
fidence.

“In addition, students and their
parents will receive feedback as
soon as class ends, through
emailed reports,” Walker added.
She noted the curriculum will en-

courage students to keep a journal
and complete worksheets through-
out the semester that include fit-
ness, nutrition, and self-awareness
lesson work. “These resources
will also help better engage edu-
cators and parents to best support
children in all aspects of their
life.”

School officials lauded the Pin-
ney Foundation for its $5,551
grant to fund the project.

Pinney Foundation boosts student fitness

Owendale-Gagetown School of-
ficials recently announced the 3rd
marking period honor roll stu-
dents. 

3rd Grade:  Jessica Bowers, Wyn-
ter Brinkman*, Steven Hicks,
Hunter Hoppe, Rylin LaCroix,
Mya McCreedy*, Faith Morrish,
Ava Sheufelt* and Ellen Tyler*.

4th Grade:  McKenzie Baker*, Eli
Dubs-Peterson, Chloe Fritz,
Aubrey Hellebuyck*, Brooklyn
Hunt*, Izabela Matuszak, Logan
Mihacsi, Alan Sagash, Kennedy
Selden and Anastacia Torrez.

5th Grade:  JoAnn Baker, Danielle
Hunt*, Lucas McKnight* and
Lucio Torrez.  

6th Grade:  Shelby Bowers,
Karsyn Gruehn, Isaac Miller and
Hannah Wood.

7th Grade:  Allison Haldane*,
Amber Haldane*, Dagon
LaCroix*, Erin Morrish and
Emily Schultz.

8th Grade:  Haden Gruehn, Made-
lyn Haldane* and Moneé Schem-
ber.

9th Grade:  Boyd Evans*, Clay
Evans*, Jameson McKnight*,
Libby Ondrajka* and Katriana
Curtoys.

10th Grade:  Branden Fritz, Car-
ley Haldane, Chase Howard*,
Kaitlyn LaCroix, Sierra Mascorro,
Madyson Menzel, Andrew Roe-
mer and Hailey Schave.

11th Grade:  Jade Androl*,
Cordell Clarkson, Matthew Fritz,
Megan Fritz* and Carlee Riev-
ert*.

12th Grade:  Emalee Bach*,
Natasha Dubs*, Aaron Fahrner*,
Madyson Fuerst*, Morgan Ondra-
jka*, Sara Orzel, Luke Retford*,
Kaitlynn Ross, Zane Schember,
Ashley Treder and Alyson
Witzke*.

* Denotes all A’s

Owen-Gage 
announces 
honor roll 
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Yo! Fast food fighting

cheese, pickles, onions on a sesame seed bun.”
I can still sing that 44 years later. Bet rappers won’t

be able to. Yo!

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Yo. Ever since fast-food restaurants arrived along
highways, they have fought to get consumers’ atten-
tion with a barrage of advertisements, catchy jingles
and money-saving coupon ploys.
Wendy’s freckled-face little girl in braids mascot has

a “beef” with rival restaurants and is calling them out.
The little red-haired darling who hid behind an old
lady (Clara Keller) — who asked “where’s the beef?”
in commercials in the mid-1980s — has come out
swinging, or should I actually say singing, about her
restaurant.
On March 23, Wendy’s released an album called “We

Beefing”. The mix tape album has five songs, which
basically dis (disrespect) other fast-food competitors.

Wendy’s went all out in its newest campaign with a
teasing post March 21 featuring a single hamburger
patty against a white background with the caption,
“Fresh, never frozen beats,” which is a satire play on
Notorious B.I.G.’s “Ready To Die” album.

The rap-style songs are done by a female voice,
which some assume is the ginger-haired Wendy kickin’
out the jams that don’t pull any punches in taking jabs
at Burger King and Mickey Ds. One of the lines in the
song is, “It’s queen Wendy, need I say more?”

The songs on the album include: “Twitter Fingers”
that is 1.49 minutes long, “Holding it Down” (3.13
minutes), “Rest in Grease” (1.31 minutes), “Clownin’”
(1.44 minutes), and “4 for $4” (2.31 minutes).
Customers can buy the album for $4.95 or each song

for 99 cents. The music sounds like professionally pro-
duced songs. The “We Beefin’” album is available on
Spotify, Apple Music and Google Play.
The song “Clownin” is directed to Ronald McDonald

when it talks about having a painted face going back
to the Cirque du Soleil, and “Rest in Grease” makes
fun of broken ice cream machines.
So far, Wendy’s new direction of self-promotion has

not made its way to television commercials. 
Although I like a wide variety of music, I know I

won’t be singing along to any of Wendy’s tunes be-
cause rap music is too hard to do and follow. It’s not
like the good ole’ days of 1974, singing what’s in a Big
Mac: “Two all-beef patties, special sauce, lettuce,

The Cass City 
Chronicle
welcomes 

letters 
to the editor.

Letters must include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call
for verification, but won’t be
used in the newspaper. 

Names will
be withheld
from publi-
cation upon
request, for
an adequate
reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clar-
ity.

We will not publish thank you
letters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Prevent accidental
poisonings at home
Last year, the Michigan Regional Poison Control Cen-

ter responded to 70,000 calls related to potential poi-
sonings.
To raise awareness around the dangers of potentially

poisonous medicines and chemicals, the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Services is joining the
Michigan Regional Poison Control Center in recogniz-
ing National Poison Prevention Week.

More than two million poisonings are reported each
year to the nation’s poison centers. According to the
American Association of Poison Control Centers, ap-
proximately 90 percent of poisonings happen at home
and 51 percent of poisonings involve children younger
than the age of six.
The majority of fatal poisonings occur among adults,

especially older adults.
“By educating Michigan residents about preventative

measures they can take, we can help keep our environ-
ments and loved ones safe,” said MDHHS Director
Nick Lyon. “It’s vital people are aware of poison pre-
vention best practices in the home in order to keep
themselves and their loved ones safe.”

Residents should follow preventative measures to re-
duce the risk of poisonings:

*Store all medicines and household products up and
away and out of sight in a cabinet where a child cannot
reach them.

*Carefully read all directions on products before
using.

*Keep products in their original containers. Do not
use food containers such as cups, bottles or jars to
store chemical products such as cleaning solutions or
beauty products.
*Never mix household products. For example, mixing

bleach and ammonia can result in toxic gases.
*Wear protective clothing (gloves, long sleeves, long

pants, socks, shoes) if you spray pesticides or other
chemicals.
*Turn on the fan and open windows when using chem-

ical products such as household cleaners.
*Have a working carbon monoxide detector in your

home.
When you are taking or giving medicines, don’t put

the next dose on the counter or table where children
can reach them — it only takes seconds for a child to
get them. If you have to do something else while taking
medicine, such as answer the phone, take any young
children with you.

Remember to secure the child safety cap completely
every time you use a medicine.

In Michigan, 60 percent of the calls received by the
Michigan Regional Poison Control Center involve res-
idents younger than 19 years of age. Of those pediatric
calls, more than 70 percent helped to avoid emergency
department visits.
In the event of a poison emergency, contact the Michi-

gan Poison Control Center at 800-222-1222. Post the
number near every phone in your home, and save it on
your cell phone. If someone is unconscious or has trou-
ble breathing, call 911 immediately.

In either case, try to be ready to provide some basic
information when calling, including the victim’s age
and weight, the container or bottle of the poison if
available, time of the poison exposure, and the address
where the poisoning occurred.
Stay on the phone and follow the instructions from the

emergency operator or poison control center.

Have a Concern?
A Complaint?

Just want to 

voice your opinion?
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A special event in Cass City will give area busi-
nesses an opportunity to showcase their goods and
services.
The Cass City Chamber of Commerce will host the

Taste of the Thumb Food and Business Expo Thurs-
day, April 5, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Cass City Jun-
ior-Senior High School gym. 

The event will feature samples of food prepared
local restaurants and caterers. Dozens of vendors will
pass out literature and brochures along with items to
give away.
The event will also include an opportunity to learn

about pet adoptions as well as a wide variety of com-
munity programs that are available.

And, Revive Ministries will host a mobile food
pantry at the event. In order to qualify to pick up
some food, participants must visit all of the exhibitor
booths and complete an evaluation form before they
leave.

This is a great opportunity to visit vendors to find
out what the Thumb of Michigan has to offer, and
there is still time for vendors to sign up, Cass City
Chamber of Commerce Administrator Judy Keller
said.
More information is available by contacting Keller

at (989) 872-4618 or via email at ccc@casscitycham-
ber.com.

**********

Pinney Foundation President Dave Milligan en-
courages any non-profit organization to submit re-
quests for grant money from the Cass City
philanthropic group by Friday, April 27, to be con-
sidered for the local foundation’s annual endow-
ments, which are presented twice annually. 
To be considered, send your written requests to Mil-

ligan at 6226 Bay City-Forestville Rd., Cass City, MI
48726, or via email at dave@milliganfarms.com.
More information is available by contacting Milligan
at (989) 872-2937.

**********

Chemical Bank has donated $1,000 to the Future
Youth Involvement (FYI) Fund to support its 5K
fundraiser to help the homeless.

“It’s exciting to have our youth active in the com-
munity and helping the homeless,” said Bob Wolak,
Chemical Bank Caro Community president. “It’s
very humbling to witness their passion for creating
a better life for their neighbors. Having young people
in our community that are so passionate about the
world around them is something to be very proud
of.” 

FYI is part of the Tuscola County Community
Foundation and manages a permanently endowed
fund that maintains assets of roughly $1.2 million.
FYI is comprised of students from high schools in
Tuscola County who, with adult advisors, make con-
scientious and often difficult grant-making decisions.
FYI was organized to teach youth the value of phi-

lanthropy and foster leadership qualities as the com-
mittee works to make Tuscola County a better place
to live.

**********

The Cass City Chamber of Commerce recently
elected a pair of new directors Krysta Boyce and
Kevven Dorland.
The chamber meets on the third Wednesday of each

month in the Rawson Memorial Library at 8: 00 a.m.
The public is encouraged to attend.
Others community-minded individuals volunteering

with the local chamber include Mike Rule – presi-
dent, Michelle Hartwick – vice-president, Sam
Collins, - secretary, Aaron Barrigar – treasurer, Judy
Keller – administrator, and directors Cindy Kruse,
Andy Gray, Jeff Hartel, Jamie Fritz, Christine
Kaczuk and Amy Peters.

**********  

National Arbor Day is Friday, April 27, this year,
and the Arbor Day Foundation is making it easy for
anyone to celebrate the annual tree-planting holiday.
Join the Foundation in April and receive 10 free
shade trees.

By joining the Foundation in April, new members
receive the following trees: red oak, sugar maple,
weeping willow, baldcypress, thornless honeylocust,
pin oak, river birch, tuliptree, silver maple, and red
maple.
The free trees are part of the Foundation’s Trees for

America campaign.
The trees will be shipped postpaid with enclosed

planting instructions at the right time for planting in
April or May. The 6- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed
to grow or they will be replaced free of charge.
To become a member of the Foundation and receive

the free trees, send a $10 contribution to TEN FREE
SHADE TREES, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor
Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by April 30,
2018. 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Anthony C. Allen, 24, North
Branch, was sentenced to 180
days in the county jail, with work-
site privileges, following his plea
of guilty to breaking and entering
a building with intent to commit
larceny Dec. 10-17, 2016, in
Koylton Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 60 months probation
and ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $758. Restitution in
the case is to be determined.

*Jerry A. Langenburg, 42, Vas-
sar, pleaded no contest to posses-
sion of marijuana or a synthetic
equivalent, subsequent offense,
June 29 in Vassar.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Christopher A. Kawa, 33, Gil-
ford, pleaded no contest to three
counts of criminal sexual conduct,
second degree, Dec. 24 in Gilford
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Timothy Manetta, 20, Fair-
grove, pleaded guilty to a charge
of assaulting, resisting or obstruct-
ing a police officer Nov. 25 in
Fairgrove. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$20,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Matthew R. Humes, 27, Caro,
pleaded guilty to delivery/manu-
facture of cocaine, heroin or an-
other narcotic (less than 50 grams)
between Oct. 1 and Dec. 7 in
Caro, and to possession of a con-
trolled substance June 27 in Indi-

anfields Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at a
combined $10,000 and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.
*Justin G. Hulbert, 40, Cass City,

pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Dec. 2 in Elkland Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Charles B. Smith IV, 41, Clin-
ton Township, pleaded guilty to
charges of possession of mari-
juana or a synthetic equivalent,
subsequent offense, and operating
a motor vehicle with the presence
of a controlled substance in his
body Dec. 17 in Dayton Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Brett A. Wilber, 20, Millington,

pleaded no contest to
delivery/manufacture of 5 to 45
kilograms of marijuana, and deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana July
12 in Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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SANILAC County Sheriff Garry Biniecki re-

cently announced the promotion of Deputy Rob

Wendling to the position of detective. Wendling

is a 1997 graduate of New Lothrop High School

and attended Saginaw Valley State University

and Delta Police Academy, graduating in Delta’s

79th Class. He started his career at the sheriff’s

office in 2009 and has worked various assign-

ments, including firearms instructor, fire investi-

gator, drug task force Investigator, special

response team member, weighmaster and

D.A.R.E. instructor.

Hills and Dales General Hospital
in Cass City was recently recog-
nized by the Michigan Hospital
Association (MHA) for its contin-
uing efforts to ensure patient
safety.

MHA officials cited the local
hospital in conjunction with this
year’s Patient Safety Awareness
Week, March 11-17, which fo-
cused on two important issues: pa-
tient engagement and safety
culture.

Patient safety has made signifi-
cant progress over the years.
However, preventable harm and
medical error continue to be
sources of major concern to pa-
tients. Michigan hospitals are con-
tinually working to improve the
delivery of care — particularly re-
garding collaboration among pa-
tients, families and providers —
as well as adopting a strong cul-
tural stance on patient safety,
MHA officials said.
The organization noted Hills and

Dales has been a success story in
those areas.

“Hills and Dales…is committed
to building a culture of safety
from the ground up. Staff is intro-
duced to the scope of safety within
the organization during onboard-
ing and orientation — what safety
means, individual roles and re-
sponsibilities regarding safety,
error reporting and the importance
of transparency,” MHA officials
said.

“Staff excellence is promoted
and celebrated monthly — partic-
ularly those individuals who go
above and beyond the call of duty.
Staff is also continually encour-
aged to speak up when an issue
needs to be addressed about safety
concerns. Issues that staff mem-
bers bring up are addressed and
answered promptly by hospital
administration. Additionally, ad-
ministration considers items on
the employee survey to be a top
priority.

“Overall, Hills and Dales be-
lieves in continuous growth and
improvement and recognizes
every process can be eliminated,
simplified or standardized,” offi-
cials added.

MHA recognizes hospital

for patient safety success�����
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Beware the danger
of whipped cream...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
Michael Milligan of Cass City

is among 14,800 students at Pur-
due University, West Lafayette,
Ind., who were recently named to
the school’s academic honors list
for the fall 2012 semester. To be
named to the list, a student must
earn a minimum 3.5 cumulative
grade point average on a 4.0
scale.

Here’s a family tradition that
would rank high with any base-
ball fan. John Dunlap III, age 54,
a native of Cass City, his father,
John Dunlap, Jr. was likewise
born in Cass City, graduated Cass
City High-class of 1959, is 72
years old and lives in San Diego,
California. And his son is John
Dunlap, IV, 30 years of age, who
lives in Reno with his son John
Dunlap V. For a dozen years now
the family members have been
traveling to Arizona to attend
MLB Spring Training. They go
for 3 days, see as many games as
they can squeeze in, while enjoy-
ing each other’s company. They
recently attended the San Diego
Padres versus Seattle Mariners
game. Local relatives of the Dun-
laps are Doris and Gary Jones of
Cass City and Don and Janice
Smith and Fred and Joan
Matthews of Decker.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Tiffany Maurer of Ubly and
Larissa King of Cass City re-
cently took home the first place
trophy for their hip hop duet dur-
ing the “I Love Dance” dance
competition in Bay City. Both
girls take dance lessons at the
Excel Dance Studio of Arts in
Cass City.

You could say Joe Rule is in a
class by himself, and not just be-
cause the Cass City area teen has
been home schooled much of his
life. Rule, a senior, is the only
Tuscola Technology Center stu-
dent to qualify for the Business
Professionals (BPA) National
Leadership Conference and
Competitions scheduled for May
7-11 in Reno, Nev. 

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Lisa Wallace, daughter of Dick
and Judy Wallace, of Cass City
was named as the 1993 Sewing
Machine Award Winner at the
Annual 4-H Spring Achievement
& Mini-Fair held March 27 at
Deckerville Community School.
The award is based on construc-
tion, style and participating in an
interview. The award is spon-
sored by Sears, Roebuck and
Company of Port Huron and the
Sanilac County 4-H Personal Ap-
pearance Programming Commit-
tee. Wallace also was one of 4 to
receive a $50 savings bond.
Mrs. Clara Bond visited Mr. and

Mrs. Gaylord LaPeer Friday. Sat-
urday afternoon, Mrs. Georgena
Williams of Sandusky was a vis-
itor. Easter Sunday dinner guests
were Mr. and Mrs. Lynwood
LaPeer, Debbie and Pattie Tim-
mons and Brent Fritz.
Jeremy Russell earned a YABA

patch for a game 100 or more
over average, with a 242 game. A
YABA patch went to Chad Zaw-
ilinski for a 609 series.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Randy Hampshire of Deford re-
ceived a special award for having
one of the highest producing
cows of the 30-35 month class in
Michigan. Hampshire Farms’ top
cow produced 28,823 pounds of
milk and 1,326 pounds of milk
fat in 305 days. The award was
presented by Sharon Diuble of
the Michigan Dairy Herd Im-
provement Association during
the Michigan Dairy Awards
Luncheon that was part of Farm-
ers’ Week and Natural Resources
Days, March 21-25, at Michigan
State University.

Keith McConkey this week an-
nounced the winners in the draw-
ings held in conjunction with the
grand opening of his remodeled
jewelry store. They were: Pat
Childs, Joyce Vargo, Fay Bul-
lock, Genevieve Freiburger,
Rachel Lamoureux and Connie
Schwaderer.

Student of the week for the
week of March 18 at Cass City
Intermediate School was Amy

The headline caught my eye briefly last week, and I almost didn’t take
a second look, until I realized I had read something about Michigan leg-
islators clamping down on sales of yet another dangerous substance:
whipped cream.
Huh?
Well, sort of. Turns out some folks are getting high on the small nitrous

oxide (also known as laughing gas) containers used inside cans of in-
stant whipped cream.

The legislation would make it more difficult for minors to purchase
nitrous oxide (N2O) containers, also known as “whip-its”. I won’t go
into details, but it’s apparently been popular for some time to inhale ni-
trous recreationally for the temporary euphoria it produces.
It also turns out this is no laughing matter when it comes to the health

risks involved.
I guess this fad shouldn’t surprise me, considering I’m still shaking

my head over the so-called “teen challenge” in which young people are
sampling (eating) Tide pods. Now, I’m no rocket scientist – and neither
are the kids who are trying this, obviously – but even I try to avoid con-
suming a substance containing ethanol, hydrogen peroxide and a highly
toxic mix of detergents.

By the way, if you’re tempted to try this, look forward to suffering
some rather severe gastrointestinal distress, respiratory arrest and even
death.
Don’t you miss the good ole days when teens were being double-dog-

dared to swallow a spoonful of cinnamon?
The way I look at it, if more of these dare devils spent a little more

time in science class and less time with the peers who encourage this
sort of moronic behavior, they might be able to figure out that cinnamon
is caustic, and trying to gulp it down can cause choking, throat irritation,
breathing trouble and even collapsed lungs.

Sigh. Perhaps I’ve just turned into one of those grumpy old people
who is too quick to judge young folks by their silly pranks. Not all
young people, by any means, mind you. Just the ones who clearly don’t
have both oars in the water.
I mean, c’mon, the fact that there are people out there accepting these

challenges explains why the directions on my bottle of aspirin remind
me not to take aspirin if I’m allergic to aspirin. Or why the manufacturer
of a Superman costume feels obligated to point out to the purchaser that
wearing said costume will not enable them to fly. Or the toaster instruc-
tions that casually mention the appliance should be used under water.

Unfortunately, for a few of these young people who are eating soap
and who knows what else, their mistakes could land them in a hospital,
or worse.

Maybe if these kids were exposed to a little more common sense and
discipline, they would be less tempted to try this sort of crap?
I don’t know about you, but when I was a kid, being stupid frequently

landed me in trouble at home. Perhaps that’s why getting my mouth
washed out with soap (again) doesn’t seem all that appealing.

Army Commendation Medal
while serving with the 4th In-
fantry Division in Vietnam,
March 16. Spec. Crawford
earned the award for meritorious
service as a mail clerk assigned
with the 1st Battalion of the divi-
sion’s 12th Infantry near Pleiku.
A 1965 graduate of Cass City
High School, the specialist en-
tered the Army in April 1966 and
completed his basic training at
Ft. Knox, Ky., where he was last
stationed. He arrived in Vietnam
in April 1967. Prior to entering
the Army, Spec. Crawford was
employed by Buick Motors,
Flint, Mich.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Gruber en-
tertained at dinner Thursday
evening, honoring their son, Pfc.
Raymond Gruber. Guests were
Pvt. Arthur Dewey of Camp Jor-
dan, Fla., Miss Dorothy Burns of
Germania, Frank Bliss, David
McComb, Mr. and Mrs. John
Gruber, daughter, Patsy, and Mrs.
R. S. Kerbyson.

Dr. Delbert Rawson of Ann
Arbor spent Saturday night and
Sunday in the home of his par-
ents, Senator and Mrs. Audley
Rawson. Dr. Rawson is now an
instructor in the University of
Michigan. He has recently re-
turned from a trip to Miami,
Florida, where he visited his
brother, Lieut. Ralph Rawson,
who came by plane from Cuba to
spend a day in Miami.
Fred C. Striffler, for many years

an automobile dealer in Caro,
was appointed Wednesday by
Governor Harry F. Kelly to be
state budget director at a salary of
$7,500. Mr. Striffler resigned last
month as chairman of the State
Hospital Commission, an agency
on which he had served for eight
years through a succession of
changing administrations. Gov.
Kelly said the acting budget di-
rector, C. J. McNeill, would be
retained as deputy, the post he
held during the previous Demo-
cratic administration

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Cooper en-
tertained a company of young
people last Saturday evening in
honor of their brother, Fred, who
was home on a few days’ fur-
lough from Camp Custer. A de-
lightful evening was spent in
playing games. Mrs. Cooper
served dainty refreshments.  
From Fred Parker. Mr. and Mrs.

W. H. Ruhl have received the fol-
lowing letter from Fred Parker of
C. Company, 4th Reserves,
Bramshott Camp, England: Dear
Mr. and Mrs. Bill: Have thought
many times that I should write to
you, but only today did I corral
the necessary energy to flood a
few pages with my intellectual
brilliance. Unlike the U. S. army,
our trip to the trenches has not
been made with such haste and
dispatch. We receive the bulk of
our training in England while the
boys in the U. S. army receive
their training, in France. Our
greatest hope is that the Canadian
army shall link up with the Yanks
this spring and that we shall all
go over the top in one grand push
that will completely demoralize
the Hun army, and bring to a suc-
cessful conclusion, the whole big
show. I suppose most of the fel-
lows from Cass City have joined
the colors, and are either in
France or in training at home.
Everyone expects big things of
the Yankees this summer; and no
one wishes them greater success
and glory than the boys of the
Canadian army. It is a universal
opinion that the Canadian army
has more big victories attached to
its belt than any other army in the
world. As the fellows from the
states are of the mine stock, and
are larger in numbers, it is to be
expected that they all inspire
Fritzie with the same kind of fear
that has made him turn tail and
run at the sight of the boys from
Canada. Indeed, the fact that
about 100,000 Yankees are in the
Canadian army seems to consti-
tute one of the chef reasons for
Canadian success. I would be
mighty glad to receive a good
long letter from you. Very best
regards, FRED PARKER.

Francis. A sixth grader, she is the
daughter of Sharon and Harvey
Francis of Cass City. Most im-
proved student that week was
Ronda Smith, an eighth grader,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Smith of Cass City. Stu-
dent of the week for the week of
March 25 was Becky Smerdon, a
seventh grader, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. David Smerdon of
Unionville. Most improved stu-
dent last week was Pam McPhail,
a fifth grader, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert McPhail of Cass
City.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Earl D. Reinelt of Deckerville
and Mrs. Frances Reinelt of
Snover announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Lugene
Ann, to Duane Paul Kruse, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kruse of
Cass City. Lugene will be a 1978
graduate of Sandusky High
School. Duane is a 1977 graduate
of Cass City High School. An
Oct. 14 wedding is being
planned.

Boiler Technician Fireman Ap-
prentice Lawrence S. Hollis, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Larry F. Hollis of
Argyle Road, Cass City, has
completed the basic boiler tech-
nician course. During the course
at the Naval Training Center,
Great Lakes, students received
instruction in the use of hand
tools, operation and maintenance
of shipboard pumps, and opera-
tion of boilers and other engi-
neering machinery. In addition,
they were introduced to the types
of engineering duty watches that
boiler technicians stand aboard
ships. A 1977 graduate of Cass
City High School, he joined the
Navy in August.
Stephanie H. Szarapski, daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Stan Szarap-
ski, celebrated her third birthday
Saturday at her grandparents’
home, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard J.
Wolschleger in Harbor Beach.
Guests included Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Wolschleger of Auburn,
Wash. Paul Wolschleger’s birth-
day was also celebrated. Other
guests were great-grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mazure, Mr.
and Mrs. Don Wolschleger and
children, Mr. and Mrs. Steve
Mosey and Timothy, all of Har-
bor Beach, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Wolschleger and boys of Deck-
erville, Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Booms and children, Utica,
Kathy and Keven Wolschleger
and Karen Weicher, Warren, and
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Wolschleger
and children of Grand Rapids.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Milligan of
Decker announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Kathy
Jean, to Robert Brauer, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Brauer of
Baltimore, Md. Kathy is a grad-
uate of Marlette High School and
Ferris State College, Big Rapids.
She is employed by Ferris State
College as a secretary in the ac-
counting department. Bob is a
graduate of Parkville High
School, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, and Morgan State University
in Baltimore. He is a certified
public accountant in Maryland
and is currently an accounting
professor at Ferris State College.
They will be married Aug. 26.

50 YEARS AGO (1968) 

Specialist Four Bernard E.
Young, 20, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer E. Young, 341 E. Glass
Road, Ortonville, was assigned
to the 538th Transportation Com-
pany near Long Binh, Vietnam,
March 22. Spec. Young, a heavy
truck driver in the company, en-
tered the Army in November
1966 and completed basic train-
ing at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. He
was last stationed at Ft. Hood,
Tex. The specialist, a 1965 grad-
uate of Brandon High School,
was employed by Pontiac Motors
Corp., at Pontiac, before entering
the Army. His wife, Marie, lives
on Doerr Road, Cass City.

Retiring President Dick Drews
turns the gavel over to his succes-
sor, Dick Wallace. Wallace
pledged renewed effort by the
Chamber for a better Cass City.

Specialist Four Kenneth R.
Crawford, 21, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold W. Crawford, Shab-
bona Road, Deford, received the
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Tornado siren testing on tap next week

Continued from page one.

Families urged to prepare for worst

ing any time of the year, they are
especially common during the late
spring and early summer months,”
Anderson said.  As one of nature’s
most violent storms, they can dev-
astate homes and property in just
seconds.”
The average lead time for torna-

does to develop is 10 to 15 min-
utes, which means citizens need to
be ready to react quickly when a
warning is issued.
Anderson recommends that resi-

dents be prepared by:
*Identifying the lowest place to

take cover during a tornado.  If
there is no basement, find an inte-
rior hallway away from windows,
doors and outside walls.

*Finding something sturdy –
such as a workbench or stairwell
– to get under when taking shelter
in a basement or other designated
spot.

*Conducting regular tornado
drills that include ensuring all
family members know where to
go and what to do.

*Staying tuned to commercial
radio or television broadcasts for
news on changing weather condi-
tions or approaching storms.

*Being aware of the following
signs that can indicate an ap-
proaching tornado: dark, often
greenish sky; large hail; a large,
dark, low-lying cloud; and a loud
road, similar to a freight train.

*Putting together a 72-hour
emergency supply kit with essen-
tial items such as a three-day sup-
ply of water and food, a NOAA
weather radio, important family
documents, and other items that
meet unique family needs.

Anderson pointed out that Tus-
cola County families can also pre-
pare by signing up for the county’s
new Smart911 program, which
enables residents to provide se-

cure information about their
homes and themselves that will
help first responders provide as-
sistance should the need to call
911 arise.  Registration is free and
simple by logging on to the web-
site www.smart911.com.

Smart911 is a comprehensive
software program that facilitates
data and communications in the
event of a 911 call. With
Smart911, Michiganders can cre-
ate an extensive online profile,
which displays to dispatchers
when a 911 call is made. Critical
information such as home address,
bedroom location, pet informa-
tion, medical details and whether
households include people with
dementia or children with autism
can all be provided and can im-
prove response.

Each year, more than 1,000 tor-
nados strike the United States.
Since 1950, more than 239 people
have been killed due to tornados.

According to National Weather
Service (NWS) records, Tuscola
County recorded 20 confirmed
tornadoes between 1950 and
2017, while the totals for the same
period in Huron County and Sani-
lac County were 15 and 17, re-
spectively.
The average Michigan tornado is

on the ground for less than 10
minutes and travels a distance of
about five miles.  However, they
do not always follow the norm
and have been known to stay on
the ground for more than an hour
and travel distances of up to 100
miles or more.

Michigan’s severe weather sea-
son in 2017 was unusual in terms
of how far below average the total
number of events were during the
year, NWS officials say. However,
the year did remind all Michigan
citizens just how costly even a
below average severe weather
season can be, with five directly

weather-related fatalities in 2017
and a flood event that hit central
Lower Michigan, causing more
than $220 million in damages.
Of the five weather-related fatal-

ities, three were caused by high
winds and the other two were a re-
sult of flooding.

A March 8 storm that included
wind gusts of more than 60 mph
for up to eight hours across Lower
Michigan was blamed for more
than one million homes and busi-
nesses losing power. Two people
died when a tree crashed on top of
their car while they were driving
along M-115 in Clare County.

In July, severe thunderstorms
that brought wind gusts of up to
100 miles per hour in southwest
lower Michigan claimed the life
of a man when a large tree fell
through his house in Grand
Haven.
A powerful storm system moved

through the northern Great Lakes
in October 24, producing strong
northerly winds causing nearly $1
million in flooding damage, and
two people lost their lives.

Considerable damage was
caused by a June flood across cen-
tral Lower Michigan, with thun-
derstorms repeatedly moving over
Mt. Pleasant to Midland to Bay
City.  Overnight rainfall totals
topped six inches for much of the
region, leading to major flooding.

More than 60 homes were de-
stroyed while another 2,000 were
damaged.  Over 300 roads and
bridges were damaged or de-
stroyed. No lives were lost, but
damages exceeded $220 million.
Other storms of note included an

incredibly early Tornado Outbreak
in far southwest Lower Michigan
on the last day in February after
two weeks of record-breaking
warmth streamed into the state
during the last two weeks of the
month.

With Gov. Rick Snyder declaring
Michigan’s Severe Weather
Awareness Week April 8-14, Tus-
cola County Emergency Services
officials are calling upon commu-
nity members to take action to
prepare by participating in a
statewide tornado drill Wednes-
day, April 11, at 1 p.m.

Businesses, organizations, fami-
lies and individuals are encour-
aged to be a part of the voluntary
statewide preparedness activity.
Nearly all state of Michigan facil-
ities will be participating.

“Tornadoes can develop rapidly,
with little or no warning,” said
Tuscola Emergency Services Co-
ordinator and sheriff’s Deputy
Steven Anderson. “Due to their
unpredictable nature, we must be
ready well in advance. We’re ask-
ing Michigan residents and busi-
nesses to take few extra steps
during the week to ensure they’re
prepared and safe.” 

While tornadoes can occur dur-
ing any time of the year, they are

especially common during the late
spring and early summer months.
As one of nature’s most violent
storms, they can devastate homes
and property in just seconds. 
The average lead time for torna-

does to develop is 10 to 15 min-
utes, which means residents need
to be ready to react quickly when
a warning is issued.
To be ready for a tornado:
*Identify the lowest place to take

cover during a tornado. If a base-
ment does not exist, find an inte-
rior hallway away from windows,
doors and outside walls.

*Go under something sturdy—
such as a workbench or stair-
well—when taking shelter in the
basement or designated spot.

*Conduct regular tornado drills.
Make sure each household mem-
ber knows where to go and what
to do in the event of a tornado.
*Stay tuned to commercial radio

or television broadcasts for news
on changing weather conditions or
approaching storms.
*Know the difference: a Tornado

Watch means conditions exist for
a tornado to develop; a tornado
warning means that a tornado has
been sighted or indicated by
weather radar. 

Warning signs of approach tor-
nado may include a dark, often
greenish sky; large hail, a large,
dark low-lying cloud; and a loud
roar, similar to a freight train.
Residents are also encouraged to

prepare by putting together a 72-
hour emergency supply kit with
essential items such as a three-day
supply of water and food, a
NOAA Weather Radio, important
family documents, and items that
satisfy unique family needs.

Severe Weather Awareness Week
is sponsored by the Michigan
State Police and the Michigan
Committee for Severe Weather
Awareness (MCSWA) to educate
the public about the danger of tor-
nadoes and other severe weather
events, including the precautions
that can be taken to save lives and
protect families.

economic opportunities into our
area.”

During his career in Lansing,
Canfield served on the Joint Select
Committee on the Flint Water
Emergency, and the House Com-
munity, Access, Resources, Edu-
cation and Safety (CARES) task
force.
“Through my appointment to the

Appropriations Committee, I have
been assigned to serve on several
important subcommittees, includ-
ing chairman of the House Appro-
priations Subcommittee for the
Department of Health and Human
Services,” he noted. “This sub-
committee handles the single
largest budget for the state.”

Canfield said he is thankful for
the opportunity to serve Huron
and Tuscola counties. His term
ends December 31.

Bierlein, meanwhile, says he is
running for the House seat be-
cause he wants Michigan to con-
tinue to be a place where families
enjoy a bright future.

“We in the Thumb know how
good Michigan is, and how great
it can be,” said Bierlein. “We need
leaders in the state capitol who
will focus on helping families.
“As a native of the Thumb, I un-

derstand the region’s unique char-
acter and its agricultural, natural
and cultural assets. It will be my

Continued from page one.

Tuscola County commissioner eyes Lansing

job in Lansing to convey the
Thumb’s common-sense approach
to policies that affect all of us.”

Since Bierlein was first elected
to the Tuscola County Board of
Commissioners in 2012, he has
been politically active.
He is the current president of the

Michigan Association of Counties
(MAC) and serves on the Human
Development Commission (HDC)
and Workforce Development
Commission for Huron and Tus-
cola counties. He also serves on
the Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Steering Committee of the Na-
tional Association of Counties.

“I’m looking forward to talking
with my neighbors, near and far,
in the two counties about the is-
sues that affect their everyday
lives,” he said. “I strongly believe
that each of us should look for op-
portunities to serve our communi-
ties in any way we can.

“I have pursued that goal at the
local level,” Bierlein added. “I
think I have more to contribute
now to state policies that affect
our communities.”

Bierlein has a bachelor’s degree
in organizational management
from Spring Arbor University. He
lives in Vassar with his wife,
Mindy, and their three children;
Matthew, Madison and Maddox. 

The Bierleins operate Renue
Physical Therapy, an outpatient
physical therapy practice, and at-
tend St. Lorenz Lutheran Church.

“I could not even conceive of
doing this without the support of
Mindy and with the strength of the
faith we share,” Bierlein said.

The filing deadline for candi-
dates for the primary election is
Tuesday, April 24. Elections will
be held Tuesday, Aug. 7, for par-
tisan primaries, with the general
election set for Tuesday, Nov. 6.

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions
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Continued from page one.

HONORED FOR working 150 or more hours of overtime last year were (front

row, from left) Huron County Sheriff’s Department Cpl. Stephanie Voss, Katie

Carter, Kim Kociba-Weber, Dan Maxwell, Warren Kuhl, Sgt. Ryan Neumann,

(middle row, left) Detective Daryl Ford, Ryan Swartz, Sgt. Brandon Kadar,

Charlie Stevens, Randy Smaglinski, Justin Tietz, Lucas Loss, (back row, left)

Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson, Eric Hessling, Steve Bismack and Roy Williamson.

Huron County sheriff honors deputies

Township okays pay hikes
CASS CITY — The Novesta Township Board recently approved salary
increases for some board members for the 2018-19 fiscal year.
Treasurer Val Peters’ pay will increase by $500, which is about a seven

percent increase, to $6,821. Supervisor Chad Daniels’ pay will increase
by $248 – a raise of roughly five percent — $5,218. Although Clerk
Joann Peters, who is resigning, did not request a pay hike, the board ap-
proved one anyway. The individual hired to serve as the next clerk will
receive $6,776.

Huron Co. will test sirens
HURON COUNTY — The Huron County Office of Emergency Man-
agement and Huron County Central Dispatch will test the county’s tor-
nado siren system and 911 phone weather alert system at 2 p.m.
Thursday, April 12.
During a real weather emergency, a tornado warning siren consists of

a two-minute blast signal directing residents to take immediate shelter.

Ewald named to bean board
LANSING — Gov. Rick Snyder last week announced the appointment
of Stephen Ewald of Unionville to the Michigan Bean Commission.

The nine-member commission oversees research and promotes the
bean industry in Michigan.
“This committee promotes Michigan agriculture and I believe Stephen

will bring a great perspective to the group,” Snyder said.
Ewald will serve a three-year term expiring Dec. 31, 2020. His ap-

pointment is subject to the advice and consent of the Senate.

Weather spotters wanted
HURON COUNTY — Huron County Emergency Services will host a
National Weather Service Skywarn Spotter Training class Thursday,
April 19, at 6:30 p.m. at the Huron County Expo Center in Bad Axe.
During the class, a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA) trainer will provide participants with information related to
assessing various threatening weather conditions.
The free class is designed for both first responders and the public. For

more information, call (989) 269-6435.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Continued from page one.

Doctor enters no contest pleas

A pre-sentence investigation was ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $100,000. A sentencing date has not yet been scheduled.
Under a plea agreement in the case, Oesterling will be required to pay

$51,140 in restitution to Blue Cross-Blue Shield.
In exchange for the physician’s pleas, the prosecutor’s office agreed

to dismiss 23 other felony charges, including one count of conducting
a criminal enterprise, which is punishable by up to 20 years in prison
and/or a fine of $100,000.
Also dismissed were 14 counts of making false Medicaid claims and

eight counts of fraudulent acts involving insurance.
The latest charges stem from acts that allegedly took place between

February 2016 and November 2016 while Oesterling was associated
with Midwest Prostrate and Urological Institute and/or the Caro Med-
ical Group, according to court records.

Oesterling, 61, has been free on a $100,000 personal recognizance
bond, but he has been prohibited from practicing medicine since his li-
cense was suspended by the state when he was first charged.
And, the Tuscola County Prospector’s office is pursuing civil forfeiture

proceedings targeting the physician’s assets.
When he was practicing, Oesterling saw patients at his practice in

Caro, Saginaw, and Mount Pleasant. His Tuscola County practice in-
cluded working out of the Caro Medical Group, 206 Montague Ave.,
in Caro, formerly known as Caro Family Physicians P.C.
Oesterling was originally charged in 2017 with running a criminal en-

terprise, delivery of a controlled substance and maintaining drug build-
ing following a multi-county investigation that led prosecutors to allege
the doctor was guilty of over-prescribing drugs such as Norco (hy-
drocodone), methadone, amphetamines, oxycodone and alprazolam
(Xanax). However, a Tuscola County jury disagreed, returning verdicts
of not guilty to all of the charges following a four-week trial that con-
cluded last October.

When he joined Caro Family Physicians P.C. in the fall of 2014,
Oesterling was introduced as “a world-renown urologist with more than
30 years of clinical and research experience.”

Oesterling’s resume includes training at John Hopkins University in
Baltimore, Md., before joining the staff at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn. After serving as the chairman of urology at the University of
Michigan for five years, he joined a practice with Dr. Joseph Aquilina
in in Saginaw in 1998.

Oesterling is credited with being the urologist who discovered the
prostate cancer tumor marker, prostate-specific antigen (PSA), and has
conducted extensive research in defining the role of PSA in the diag-
nosis and treatment of prostate cancer.
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outstanding service.
“Throughout the course of 2017,

deputies Jake Dhyse, Eric
Hessling, Steve Bismack, Ryan
Swartz, Gabe Callender and Brad
Strozeski all administered the
overdose reversing drug Narcan to
unconscious victims on the verge

of overdose death,” Hanson said.
“Deputy Alex Jobes did the same,
with the exception that he re-
sponded to three separate over-
does to revive all three.
Deputy Marc Woodward also re-

ceived a commendation award for
responding to a residence and
finding a man lying on the floor
unconscious, who had been over-

taken by fumes from a propane
gas leak. “He was able to help him
regain consciousness enough to
get him out of harm’s way,” the
sheriff noted.
“Those were just a few of the ex-

ceptional good deeds that our
deputies preformed last year,”
Hanson said. “These deputies
often find themselves involved in
difficult situations, which many
times require spur of the moment
decisions — decisions that can be
the difference between life or
death, or to making an unpopular
decision of fault in a fender ben-
der.

“Regardless, it’s not all that un-
common for me to receive com-
plements from people who have
had interactions with our staff and
agency. That in itself says a lot
about the people who work at
(the) sheriff’s office.

“Our main functions are to pro-
vide 24/7 police services to areas
without law enforcement cover-
age and staffing our jail of 70 beds
with deputies 24/7 as well,” Han-
son continued. “Some of the other
services it provides are civil
process, handgun registration, sex
offender registry, law enforcement
training to other police agencies,
marine safety patrol, search and
rescue, as well as underwater re-
covery.
“Our office also places emphasis

on the enforcement of illegal drug
trafficking and the safety educa-
tion of our county’s children. Rest
assured we’re trying to do our
best,” he added.
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been a member of the football, basketball and baseball teams each year.
He has also been a member of the high school band each year, has par-
ticipated in Solo and Ensemble and the Tri-County Honors Band, and
currently serves as the band president.

During the past two years, Fahrner has taken dual-enrollment classes
through Mid-Michigan Community College at the Huron Area Techni-
cal Center.  He has served as a member of the student advisory council
for the M.H.S.A.A. (Michigan High School Athletic Association) the
past two years, and was recently
awarded a MHSAA Scholarship.

Fahrner also has been a member
of the Huron County Y.A.C.
(Youth Advisory Committee) since
his sophomore year.
Fahrner has been on the yearbook

staff since his sophomore year and
has served as co-editor for two
years, was a member of the prom
committee his junior year, and has
been an officer for the P.A.C.
Squad (Post-Secondary Action
Council) for two years.
Fahrner has been an active volun-

teer with church and community
organizations, including the Lions
Club, Thumb Octagon Barn,
Huron County Robotics, St.
Agatha’s Church Clean-up,
Spoonfuls of Plenty, and Kil-
managh United Methodist Church.
Fahrner plans to attend Michigan

State University to pursue a de-
gree in agribusiness management.
Retford, the son of John and Gina

Retford of Owendale, also earned
a perfect 4.0 grade point average.
He was inducted into the NHS as
a sophomore, and has been a
member of the 3.0 Honors Club
and on the honor roll throughout
high school.

Retford served as class treasurer
his freshman and senior years. For
three years, he has served as an
election official for Brookfield
Township.
Retford has also been very active

in sports throughout high school,
including football, basketball,
baseball and golf.  He also has
been a member of the band each
year and currently serves as band
treasurer.

The past two years, Retford has
been a dual-enrollment student
through Mid-Michigan Commu-
nity College. An active member of
the Owendale United Methodist
Church, he has been involved in
the Michigan Youth Sugar Beet
Grower Program throughout high
school, and has volunteered at
blood drives, Lions Club break-
fasts and school clean-ups.
His future plans include attending Michigan State University to pursue

a degree in crop and soil science.
Ondrajka, daughter of Fred and Sarah Ondrajka of Gagetown, boasts

a grade point average of 3.99. She has been on the honor roll and a
member of the 3.0 Honors Club each year of high school.  She was in-
ducted into the NHS as a sophomore and has served as the chapter’s
historian/publicist the past two years.

Ondrajka has played basketball and was a cheerleader all four years.
She has played softball the last two years.   She has been a member of
the Owen-Gage Band for eight years, has participated in solo and en-
semble, along with the Tri-County Honors Band, and has been a band
officer each year.  She has also served as class secretary throughout
high school.  As a member of the student council, Ondrajka served as
its secretary her freshman and sophomore years, vice-president her jun-
ior year, and currently serves as the council’s president.
Ondrajka’s other activities have included yearbook staff, PAC Squad,

and a member of the Innovative Vehicle Design team.
For the past two years, she has attended the Huron Area Technical

Center while enrolled in the health sciences program, and will become
a certified nurse’s assistant at the end of her senior year.  During her
years at the tech center, Ondrajka has been a member of HOSA (Health
Occupations Students of America) in which she has placed as a regional
winner and in the Top 20 at state competition.  She has also been a lead-
ership representative at the tech center.  

Ondrajka has been a volunteer and actively involved in community
service activities such as blood drives, Lions Club breakfasts, school
clean-ups and elementary events. She is an active member of the Our
Lady Consolata Church.

Her future plans include attending the University of Michigan - Flint
to pursue a career as a biochemist.

PAGE EIGHT CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2018

Trio leads O-G class of ‘18
Continued from page one.
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Aaron J. Fahrner

Luke Retford

Morgan Ondrajka
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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OWEN-GAGE National Honor Society (NHS) students,

including (above) Matthew Fritz, Cordell Clarkson,

Luke Retford and Aaron Fahrner, recently sponsored a

luncheon for retired citizens in the district. About 25

seniors attended and were invited into the school to visit

a reading fair and join the students for lunch.

O-G students give back...

Through Animal Welfare Fund
grants, the Michigan Department
of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment’s (MDARD) Animal Indus-
try Division distributes thousands
of donated dollars to animal shel-
ters in Michigan.

This year, the fund will provide
almost $125,000 to 21 registered
animal shelters throughout the
state, including the Sanilac
County Animal Control Shelter
($310) and the Sanilac County
Humane Society, Inc. ($9,000).

Since 2010, the Animal Welfare

Fund, provided for by tax check-
off monies from Michigan taxpay-
ers, has distributed more than
$1,092,000 to 152 facilities.

The funds go directly to regis-
tered shelters to increase the num-
ber of adoptions through spay and
neuter programs, improve staff
knowledge of proper animal care
through educational programs and
training, and assist shelters with
unreimbursed costs of care for an-
imals housed for legal investiga-
tions.
“Thanks to the generous support

of Michiganders, local shelters

across Michigan have more op-
portunities to make a positive im-
pact in their community,” said
State Veterinarian James Averill,
DVM. “For example, one shelter
used these funds to decrease eu-
thanasia rates from 80 percent to
zero by increasing animal adopt-
ability by having them sterilized,
which also decreased the numbers
of unwanted litters in the commu-
nity.”

This year, MDARD received 46
applications totaling more than
$372,500 in requests.

Sanilac Co. bags animal shelter grants


