
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It was a fitting farewell for a
Cass City woman who prided her-
self on having dedicated years of
service to the U.S. Navy.

Dagmar Martinek-Brown, who
passed away at her home Jan. 3,
2017, at the age of 94, was laid to
rest in the nautical tradition of

burial at
sea last
month in
a c c o r -
dance with
h e r
wishes.

The Cass
City na-

tive served in the U S Navy during
WWII and Korean Wars, earning

How do we
protect our kids?
Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

VOLUME 112, NUMBER 3 .75 CENTS  ~  16 PAGES - 1 SUPPLEMENTCASS CITY, MICHIGAN - WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 28, 2018

Complete coverage of the Cass City community and surrounding areas since 1899

Novesta Board set
for busy meeting

Page 4

MAIA ESTRELLA, 11 (right), and Romina Basanez-

Gastelum, 10, a pair of Cass City Elementary School

fifth graders, formed what they call the Choose

Kindness Club in school – in an effort to encourage

their peers to embrace kind acts and reject bullying

— after reading the book, Wonder. Maia is wearing

a T-shirt that she designed and was among eight cho-

sen out of 10,000 entries nationwide for T-shirts now

available for purchase through GapKids.

Dagmar Brown

FINAL FAREWELL
Cass City veteran Brown committed to the deep

U.S. NAVY Chaplain Nathan N. Rice presided over the religious cere-

mony and the committal during Brown’s burial at sea service last month.

(Photos courtesy of the U.S. Navy)

Choose
kindess
Students spreading

a positive message:

acceptance for all

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“Courage. Kindness. Friend-
ship. Character. These are the
qualities that define us as
human beings, and propel us,
on occasion, to greatness.”

—From the book, Wonder,
by R.J. Palacio.

Kindness is the new cool.
Just ask Maia Estrella, 11, and

Romina Basanez-Gastelum,
10, a pair of Cass City Elemen-
tary School fifth graders who
have been busy spreading
kindness, one act at a time,
after forming what they call the
Choose Kindness Club.

“The Choose Kindness Club
mainly is focused on teaching
kids how to be kind,” ex-
plained Estrella, the daughter
of Marco Estrella and Karla
Felix of Cass City. “During the
last few meetings, we have
talked about ways to be kind.
We let them (other students)
demonstrate ways to be kind.

“Most kids gave ‘high fives’
to each other, but we are trying

Village enters into

CBA with union

officials Monday

More cash on the way
for Thumb area roads 

School names honor grads

THE U.S. FLAG that draped Brown’s casket was re-

turned to local funeral director Dwight Thabet along

with a map showing where her remains were committed

in the Atlantic Ocean, a letter from the ship’s com-

mander, and a CD containing several photos of the cer-

emony. Thabet said the materials will be passed on to

Brown’s sister in Arizona.

THE CASKET holding Brown’s remains was one of five

“committed to the deep” during a recent burial at sea

ceremony conducted aboard the U.S.S. Gunston Hall.

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 16.

her LPN credentials and retiring
as a dental technician chief.
Dwight Thabet, owner of Thabet

Funeral Home, Cass City, took
care of the details involving
Brown’s final journey to the At-
lantic Ocean, which included
completing various documents
and arranging for transportation of
her remains to a funeral home in
Norfolk, Va.

According to the Naval History
and Heritage Command, the tradi-
tion of burial at sea is one that
dates back to ancient times and
has been a practice for as long as
people have gone to sea. Today,
active duty service members, hon-
orably discharged retirees, veter-
ans, U.S. civilian marine
personnel of the Military Sealift
Command, and dependent family

members of active duty, retirees
and veterans are eligible for at sea
disposition.

Burial at sea can involve either
cremated remains for full body
burial, although there are specific
regulations governing the process.

For example, non-cremated re-
mains must be committed in loca-
tions that are at least three nautical
miles from land and in ocean wa-
ters at least 600 feet deep. Prepa-
rations include placing the body in
either a special body covering or
casket that is weighted and de-
signed for sea burial.

The ceremony conducted by the
U.S. Navy for burial at sea is done
in a similar manner to that of

by Clarke Haire, Publisher

Village workers in Cass City have never been part of a labor union.
That is until this week.

After meeting behind closed doors for 15 minutes Monday night,
Trustee Marilyn Biefer’s motion to enter into a collective bargaining
agreement (CBA) with Teamsters Local 214 was unanimously approved
during a regular monthly meeting of the local village council.

More money is on the way to help repave roads and fill potholes in
Huron and Tuscola counties, according to state Rep. Dr. Edward J. Can-
field (R-Sebewaing).
Canfield supported an additional $175 million in statewide transporta-

tion funding signed into law last week. Much of the money is headed
directly to counties, cities and villages for road preservation and con-
struction – and it comes without additional taxes or fees, he said.
“We all know the road repair program is not where it needs to be, and

that’s why it was important to take advantage of this chance to acceler-
ate spending,” Canfield said. “This was a good process to get some

Cass City School officials recently announced the honors graduates
in the district’s Class of 2018, including Claire Kausch, valedictorian,
and Lauren Dickinson and Megan L. Graham, who will share salutato-
rian honors.
Kausch, the daughter of Laura and Kevin Kausch, has earned a cumu-

lative grade point average of 4.19.
An honor roll student throughout her high school career, she is a mem-

ber of the National Honor Society and has received academic pins in
chemistry and in advanced placement literature and language. She was
a member of first-place Academic Games English teams in 2017 and
2015.

Happy
Easter!
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THE UBLY HIGH School Drama Department recently performed the classic drama

Twelve Angry Jurors over the weekend under the direction of Tony O’Neil. In the

critically acclaimed drama, a 19-year-old man has just stood trial for murder. It looks

like an open-and-shut case — until one of the jurors begins opening the others' eyes

to the facts. Tempers get short, arguments grow heated, and the group becomes 12

angry jurors.

Ubly officials announce semester honor students
Ubly Junior/Senior High School

officials recently announced the
2017-2018 Honor Roll for the first
semester.

Grade 12
Levi Block, Danielle Briolat*,

Justin Briolat*, Chantelle Burk,
Delanie Candela*, Rachel Cook*,
Dylan Crickon, Krysta Forbing,
Evan Franzel, Kendra Franzel,

Shelby Fulton*, Andrew Gilbert*,
Lauren Gillig*, Emily Gosdzin-
ski*, Alex Grifka, Jacob Halifax,
Emma Hembrough, Erin Inbody,
Ariana Kaczor, Macy Knoblock*,
Emily Kubacki, Ashton Lemke*,
Skyler Lesoski, Matthew
Maikrzek, Josilynn McCoy, Pey-
ton McLellan, Jason Mierop*,
Jordon Monzo, Tori Osantowski,
Trent Osantowski, Brent Osen-

toski*, Mary-Christine Osentoski,
Katelyn Palmer*, Kara Peruski,
Bryce Queen, Shaquala Rich*,
Emelia Rodriguez*, Izabel Ro-
driguez*, Kacie Roggenbuck,
Joseph Sieradzki, Madelyn Smal-
ley, Katrina Stevenson, Nicholas
Swanson*, Anthony Sweeney,
Brett Sweeney, Ryan Sweeney,
Samantha Sweeney, Jacob Uhl*,
Madeline Ulfig, Savannah
Walker*, Zackary Walker, Janelle
White, Todd Wollin* and Amber
Wolschleger.

Grade 11
Mirela Araujo, Isaac Booms*,

Joshua Brandel*, Jaelynn Burton,
Eli Emming, Amber Essen-
macher*, Rebekka Foster,
Bethany Gornowicz*, Anna
Greyerbiehl*, Haili Gusa*, Dylan
Hagen, Kelsey Knoblock*, Ethan
Lemke, Parker Lipskey, Jaleesa
Mattox, Anna Messing, Nolan
Murray, Kylie Ogryski*, Arisa
Osentoski*, Natalie Pallas,
Nathan Particka, Rebecca
Particka, Madelyn Peplinski*,
Alexis Pionk, Cheyenne Porzon-
dek*, Ashley Puvalowski*,
Brooke Ritter, Ryche Roggen-
buck*, Sabrina Schumacher*,
Sadie Souva*, McKenzie Stom-
ack*, Mackenzie Uhl, Mikaela
Van Erp*, Mikkayla Verellen,
Amanda Weaver, Carson Woolner
and Nicholas Wright*. 

Grade 10
Olivia Brown, Austin Cregeur,

Kali Dutcher, Grant Geiger*, An-
drea Grifka, Rachel Leppek*,
Hannah Melnik, Ellie Peruski,
Lacey Pionk, Caleb Powers, Isle
Roggenbuck, Hannah Schroeder,
Jaiden Schulte*, Abigail Soren-
son, Katelyn Sweeney*, Jaclyn
Toth, Danielle Tschirhart, Alexia
Vogel, Kylie Vogel, Sierra Walker
and Jazmyn Warchuck.

Grade 9
Andrew Becker, Alivia Bischer*,

Leonard Booms, Kylee Brandt,
Kendra Glaza, Josephine Gusa*,
Cole Hagen, Katie Heilig*,
Amanda Hill, Kalli House,
Markus Howard, Haley Klama*,
Haley Krueger*, Shelby Kuntze*,
Allison Lautner, Dajnae Leip-
prandt, Erin McCarty*, Reese
McLellan, Cole Messing, Shelby
Messing*, Madison Michalski,
Sarah Peplinski*, Levi Peruski,
Dawson Schumacher, Samantha
Souva*, Gabriel Sweeney, Nolan
Van Erp*, Elizabeth Weber* and
Hally Ziehm. 

Grade 8
Jenna Arntz, Matthew Brandel,

Bryce Essenmacher, Alexander
Foote, Nora Franzel*, Trinity
Franzel*, Ethan Gillig, Katelyn
Grifka*, Tess Grifka*, Alexiss
Guigar, Lindsey Guza*, Theron
Harris*, Carter Hughes, Lily
Kieliszewski, Brady Langenburg,
Kylie Maurer, Hailey Mausolf*,
Logan Mueller*, Colin Oberski,
Myah Schulte*, Emma Smalley*,
Annisa Smith, Leah Stringer,
Alexander Susalla, Kyle Sweeney,
Coleton Taylor, Dallas Hunter
Walker and Emma Widger.

Grade 7
Haylee Arlitt*, Joy Auman*,

Jeanna Bischer*, Gabrielle
Bukoski, Michael Cook, Evan
Dropeski, Cameron Ferris,
Alexander Fleming, Christopher
Gosdzinski, Maze Gusa*, Abigail
Guza*, Carly Guza*, Miranda
Halifax, Tristan Halifax, Mark
Heilig, Alyson Jones, Jalyn
Kolar*, Adrianna Learman-Essen-
macher, Anthony McCarty*, Abi-
gail Michalski, Jarrett Nast*,
Alayna Osontoski, DeLaney Pe-
ruski, Taylor Peruski, Alexis
Schmidt, Jacob Schroeder, Jenna
Stambaugh, Jace Susalla, Seth
Sweeney, Andrew Vogel, Logan
Volmering*, Samantha Warczin-
sky and Mercedes Wolschleger.

*Denotes all A’s  

Reagan Kemp

John and Lori Kemp of Sebewaing are proud to announce the birth of
their daughter, Reagan Elise. Reagan was born January 22, 2018 at
Covenant Health Care, Saginaw. She weighed 8 pounds 11 ounces and
was 19.5 inches long. 

Reagan was welcomed home by her big sisters, McKenna, Madison
and Kennedy.  

Grandparents are Jim and Judy Brown of Cass City and Ed and Lori
Kemp of Sebewaing. Great-grandparents are Fay Ballagh of Cass City,
Duane and LoAnn Rieman of Sebewaing, and John and Norma Kemp
of Sebewaing.

It’s a girl!
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Position Current Proposed
Supervisor $6,000 Yearly $6,000 Yearly
Treasurer $7,500 Yearly $7,500 Yearly
Deputy Tr. $0.00 $0.00

Clerk $6,000 Yearly $7,500 Yearly
Deputy Cl. $0.00 $0.00

Trustee $150 per Meeting $150 per Meeting
Planning Comm. $75 per Meeting $75 per Meeting

Zoning Admin Interim $200 per Month $300 per Month
Zoning Admin Fulltime To be determined

Board of Review $12 per hour $15 per hour
Per Diem per meeting $30 $30

FIOA Coordinator $12 per hour $15 per hour
Election Inspectors $12 per hour $15 per hour

Meal Allowance $15.00 per day $15.00 per day
Work at Dump $12 per hour $15 per hour

Mileage Per Mile .53 per mile .54 per mile
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Speech freedom and guns

you to this quote:
“I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to

the death your right to say it!”

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I received some negative and positive feedback about
my opinion on supporting students who participated
in a “walkout” demonstration to bring attention to con-
cerns about gun violence in schools across the nation.

First off, the “March for Our Lives” was a demon-
stration against the violence of school shootings.

Second, I am a gun owner and have been for many
years. In my family, when you were a full head taller
than a shotgun and could steadily hold a single-barrel
shotgun, you were taught to shoot. And, I was.
My mother was the one who taught me. That was no

easy task. I tried and tried but I couldn’t hit the broad
side of a barn – literally — until I figured out that I
was left eye dominant. I guess that is rather rare in a
person who is primarily right-handed.

I shoot a shotgun and rifle left-handed, but I shoot a
handgun right handed. Go figure.

However, I do not feel positive about just anyone
owning an assault rifle, and do feel that more thorough
background checks are needed.
A close friend of mine was a victim of a shooting that

happened at her school a few years ago, before I met
her. Her former boyfriend shot her several times in the
front of the high school she was attending and then
turned the gun on himself, taking his own life.

She is very lucky to have survived the point-blank
shooting.

I remember seeing the incident reported on a news
broadcast. As a reporter, I’ve watch a lot of televised
news. For some reason, that shooting really hit home
for me, I think because it happened here rather than in
another state.
A few years after the shooting, she and I met. We be-

came friends. She is an amazing young lady with a
very big heart.
Anyway, I believe in gun ownership and the amend-

ment that supports it.
And, I also believe in the amendment guaranteeing

the right to free speech. 
For those who didn’t like my column/opinion, I refer

A little discomfort is
worth beating cancer
It isn’t a topic most of us are interested in bringing

up in conversation, but a little discomfort now
could save your life or the life of someone you love.

We’re talking about colorectal cancer, and Na-
tional Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month in
March offers a perfect opportunity to talk to your
doctor and ask yourself, as well as family and
friends, if it’s time for colorectal cancer screening.

While colorectal cancer remains the nation’s
third-leading cause of cancer-related deaths for
men and women, the good news is that it can be
prevented and found at an early stage.
The American Cancer Society estimates there will

be 4,510 new cases of colorectal cancer and 1,670
deaths due to the disease in Michigan this year.
Through colorectal cancer screening, doctors can
find and remove hidden growths — called
“polyps” — in the colon before they become can-
cerous. Removing polyps can prevent cancer alto-
gether.

“Adults age 50 and older should be regularly
screened for colorectal cancer,” said Dr. Eden
Wells, MDHHS chief medical executive. “Unfor-
tunately, many people aren’t getting tested because
they don’t believe they are at risk or they aren’t
aware of the different testing or screening options.

“The importance of early detection cannot be
overstated,” Wells added. “Make it a priority to
discuss the different testing options, including at-
home tests, with your provider.”

Black people suffer disproportionately from col-
orectal cancer.

In 2014 in Michigan, the rate of new cases was
44.54 per 100,000 for black residents compared to
35.3 per 100,000 for white residents. In 2015, the
death rate from colorectal cancer was 19.3 per
100,000 for black residents compared to 13.2 per
100,000 for white residents.

Colorectal cancer risk increases after age 50.
However, if you have a family history of colorectal
cancer or polyps, talk with your doctor about start-
ing testing before age 50.

Many cases of colorectal cancer have no symp-
toms, especially early on when it can be more ef-
fectively treated.
There are several screening options available, in-

cluding colonoscopy and simple take-home tests.
Many health insurance plans, including the
Healthy Michigan Plan, cover lifesaving preven-
tive tests. Check with your health plan to find out
the details of what colorectal cancer screening is
covered.

For resources for uninsured residents, and for
more information about testing and prevention,
visit the MDHHS’s cancer prevention and control
website.
The Michigan Colorectal Cancer Early Detection

Program (MCRCEDP) provides colorectal cancer
screening services to eligible men and women
who: are ages 50-64 years, low income (equal to
or under 250% of the federal poverty level), have
no symptoms, and are underinsured or uninsured.
In the Thumb (Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac coun-

ties), enrollment information is available by con-
tacting the Huron County Health Department at
(989) 269-3323.
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Consider contributing
towards park upgrades

Dear editor,

Hope your readers read my letter two weeks
ago. Now that I’ve planted the seed about the
needs of the park and the pool, I’d like to sug-
gest some ways to make these improvements
happen. That takes money, of course.

Consider a donation. This could be directly
to the village, designated for the park, or to the
Friends of Cass City Parks and Recreation.
This fund was started several years ago by
Nancy Barrios, a council member. The fund
has a board of directors and donations are tax
deductible. The organization’s address is: P.O.
Box 534, Caro, MI 48723. Checks should be
made out to “Tuscola County Community
Foundation” with the designation, Friends of
Cass City Parks and Recreation.

The village is developing a list of pool and
park projects and their estimated costs. You
and/or your family could adopt one of the
projects. This could be done in honor of, or in
memory of, one of your family members.

Also, consider the clubs and organizations
you belong to. Talk to them about sponsoring
one of the projects.  Discussion about these
needs would be a good club program.

Ms. Powell, village manager, and Tom Her-
ron and Bob Piaskowski, councilmen, are re-
searching grants for recreation. April 1 is the
deadline for 2019 grants, so we’re looking at
two or more years for any help from the state.
Grants also need matching funds…thus the
need to raise money.

Please think about a donation or a two- to
three-year pledge to get these projects started.

I’d like future generations to have the great
memories of the pool and park that my family
has!

Geraldine Prieskorn
Cass City

Tuscola County Central Dispatch’s 2017 annual re-
port is out, and the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment recently shared a few of the highlights. They
include:

*There were a total of 40,057 calls for service in
2017, compared to 33,226 calls in 2012 – an increase
of 6,831.

*In 2017, law enforcement units were dispatched
26,343 times, compared to 19,440 in 2012 – an in-
crease of 6,903.

*In 2017, fire department units were dispatched a
total of 924 times, compared to 672 in 2012 – an in-
crease of 252.

*79 percent of calls to central dispatch are now
made from cell phones instead of landlines. In 2008,
the ratio was nearly 50-50.

**********

The sixty-eighth annual Sanilac County Band Fes-
tival for junior high school bands will be held on
Tuesday, April 17th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Croswell-
Lexington Middle School gymnasium.
The band festival will begin with an individual per-

formance of two selections by each of the seven par-
ticipating junior high school bands. The evening of
fine band music will be highlighted by a perform-
ance of the 2018 Sanilac County Junior High
Schools Combined Band under the direction of Dr.
Wendy K, Matthews, Assistant Professor Instrumen-
tal Music Education, Wayne State University. The
bands participating in the festival will be represent-
ing the communities of Brown City, Carsonville-Port
Sanilac, Croswell-Lexington, Deckerville, Marlette,
Peck, and Sandusky.
The public is cordially invited to attend. Donations

to the performance is $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for
children.

**********     

The Tuscola County 4H Horse Leaders are proud
to announce their 21st Annual Benefit Basketball
Game featuring the group’s all-stars team verses
members of the Detroit Lions. The game is Thursday,
April 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the Caro High School gym-
nasium.

The theme of the game is to “Help Make Our
Streets Safe.” Tuscola County 4H Horse Leaders
would like to help raise awareness in schools regard-
ing bullying, cyber-bulling, vandalism, drugs, graf-
fiti, bomb threats, weapons and cries against fellow
students.
Organizers stress this is strictly a local project with

all proceeds from the game staying here in Tuscola
County.

To help support the cause, tickets and more infor-
mation call (989) 673-3360, (989) 391-5083 or (800)
205-7174.

**********  

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson recently applauded
law makers for legislation that gives millions of
Michigan motorists a 30-day grace period to affix
their tab after renewing their vehicle’s registration.
“Thanks to this new law (Public Act 64 of 2018), if

you renew online or by mail at the last minute, you
don’t have to worry about getting a ticket for not
having received your tab yet,” Johnson said. “The
grace period means you can renew from home up to
the deadline. So hop online, not in line, to Express-
SOS.com with Print‘N Go technology. It’s painless!”

Motorists who renew online receive a receipt that
can be shown to law enforcement officers to prove
they have renewed their vehicle registration. Addi-
tionally, most law enforcement agencies can verify
electronically if the vehicle’s plate has been renewed
or is expired.
House Bill 4535 is perfect for procrastinators like

me. 

**********     

The Good Shepherd Altar Society is hosting a Win-
ter Euchre Party on Sunday, April 22 at St. Joseph
Hall in Argyle.

The action starts at 1:00 p.m. sharp, say organiza-
tions, adding, money prizes will be awarded and a
light lunch served. Cost to enter is just $6.00. 

**********    

The Greater Thumb Lodge #148 Fraternal Order of
Police invites you to attend the Law Enforcement
Memorial service for Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac
counties on Wednesday, May 2 at 6:00 p.m.

The service will be held at Indianfields Township
Cemetery, located on Ellington Street, just south of
M-81, in Caro, where the memorial will list the
names of the four fallen police officers from the
Thumb area.
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MICHIGAN Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) Conservation Officer Robert Hobkirk,

a 17-year veteran serving in Huron County, has

been named Michigan’s 2017 Wildlife Officer

of the Year by Shikar-Safari Club International.

The award is presented to officers who display

exemplary conduct and initiative while per-

forming their duties.

A Tuscola County man was ar-
rested early last week on charges
of child abuse in connection with
the discovery of a youngster wan-
dering outdoors alone in a Vassar
area neighborhood.

Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputies reported residents in the
Byron Drive Subdivision just out-
side Vassar reported finding a boy,
about two years of age, alone and
not dressed for the weather at
about 12:45 p.m.
Neighbors and deputies searched

but were unable to find the boy’s
family, according to a post on the
department’s Facebook page,
which noted department of health
and human services officials re-
sponded to the scene.
“In the meantime, Facebook had

posted some information, and a
woman came forward to say it
was her child. She had left the
child in the custody of her
boyfriend while she was at work.
By that time approximately three
hours had passed,” the post stated.
“Deputies noted they observed a

subject driving slowly past them
while looking for the child, and
(they) later learned it was the
boyfriend. The deputies also noted
the subject made no attempt to
contact them about the missing
child. After further investigation
and interviews the 21-year-old
male subject from Vassar was ar-
rested for second degree child
abuse and lodged at the jail.

“He has posted bond and is
awaiting arraignment,” the post
stated.

Tuscola man

charged with

child abuse

Novesta Township Board set to
tackle host of issues this month 

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

When Novesta Township offi-
cials meet at the end of the month,
they will be acting on a variety of
items.

“There will be our annual meet-
ing that we do each year, the
garbage budget, and then we will
be addressing getting a new
clerk,” said township Supervisor
Chad Daniels.

The township board is scheduled
to review the township’s waste

collection budget Saturday, March
31, at 8:45 a.m., followed by the
annual meeting and then discus-
sion regarding selection of a new
clerk at about 9:45 a.m.

Clerk Joann Peters announced
her resignation, effective April 1,
at the board’s February meeting.

According to Peters, her work
schedule is being more demand-
ing, and she feels, “It is time to
move on.”

Letters of interest for the clerk’s
job can be mailed to P.O. Box 40,
Deford, MI 48729.

Peters has served as township

clerk since 2009.
“She (Peters) is the most senior

member on the board. We’ve had
a couple of people call and ex-
press interest in the clerk’s posi-
tion,” said Daniels. “We hope to
select a clerk at the meeting so the
person will be in place for our
next meeting without missing a
beat.

“At the annual meeting there is
usually a lot of people (in atten-
dance), so we will try to appoint a
clerk then so people know what is
going on.”
The next regular township board

meeting is slated for 7:30 p.m.,
Monday, April 2.

“Between our last regular meet-
ing, budget and the special meet-
ings/hearing we have coming up,
there will be several (sets) of min-
utes that will be reviewed (and)
approved,” Daniels noted.

The Novesta Township Board
meets at 7:30 p.m. on the first
Monday of the month, unless it
falls on a holiday. Meetings are
held at the Cass City Gun Club,
2676 Englehart Rd., Cass City.
“We have a strong focused board

on accountability and follow-
through, and visions on moving
forward,” Daniels said.

Sanilac County joins drug
suit, Huron may be next

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Two Thumb area counties have
now joined a nationwide lawsuit
against opioid manufactures and
distributors to address the growing
opioid crisis, and a third county in
the region may join next month.
“I’ve talked to the Huron County

administrator about setting up a
meeting with commissioners
there. I will be doing a presenta-
tion to them at their 9 a.m. meet-
ing April 17,” said Attorney
Michael Behm, who is helping
spearheading the lawsuit.

Sanilac County Commissioners
approved joining the lawsuit last
week, and Tuscola County com-
missioners authorized participa-
tion in the legal action in
February.

The lawsuit stems from the fi-
nancial burden placed on counties
by what is being called an opioid
epidemic, and the number of
deaths the potent drugs are caus-
ing. Statistics show that 44 people
die in the United States every day
from an overdose of prescription
painkillers — eight more than co-
caine and heroin combined. 

The impact of the opioid epi-
demic is being felt in small towns
and rural areas as well cities, with
a number of opioid-related over-
doses and deaths reported in the
Thumb.

The costs associated with the
opioid crisis were estimated at
more than $500 billion in 2017,
and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) noted
more than 60,000 deaths are at-
tributed to opioid overdoses.

In addition, there are other costs

related to Narcan, an antidote used
to treat opioid overdoses; the cost
of incarceration; foster care for
addicts’ children; the expense tied
to operating specialized drug
courts; and more.
Governmental units that join the

lawsuit will not have any out-of-
pocket costs except for prep time
in compiling information for the
legal action, counties could get
about 70 percent incurred costs.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

How do we
protect kids?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Army National Guard Private
Theron Bogart recently gradu-
ated from basic combat training
at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.
During the 9 weeks of training,
the soldier studied the Army mis-
sion, history, tradition and core
values, physical fitness and re-
ceived instruction and practice in
basic combat skills, military
weapons, chemical warfare and
bayonet training, drill and cere-
mony, basic first aid, foot
marches and field training exer-
cises. Bogart is the son of Larry
and Deb Bogart of Cass City. 
The Deford Dazzlers 4-H Rock-

etry Team is gearing up for an-
other run at the national Team
America Rocketry Challenge fi-
nals this spring. Team members
are Catherine Gordon, Caroline
Gordon, Alexander Hansen,
Peter Hansen, William Webster,
Christopher Hansen, Dustyn Par-
rish and Chrysler Parrish.

Ed and Carol Pasant of Es-
sexville announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Alissa
Ann Pasant, to Matthew Meisell,
son of Nanette and Kipp Meisel
of Bay City. Alissa is employed
at Beaumont Hospital in Royal
Oak as an occupational therapist.
Matt is employed with the Tus-
cola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment in Caro. An April 27, 2013
wedding is currently being
planned.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Air Force Airman Brent R. Tay-
lor-Wooster has graduated from
basic military training at Lack-
land Air Force Base, San Anto-
nio, Texas. During the 6 weeks of
training, the airman studied the
Air Force mission, organization,
and military customs and courte-
sies, performed drill and cere-
mony marches, and received
physical training, rifle marks-
manship, field training exercises,
and special training in human re-
lations. Taylor-Wooster earned
distinction as an honor graduate.
He is the nephew of Marcia
Meredith of Snover.

Named this year’s “Knight of
the Year” by the Knights of
Columbus, Central Thumb
Council 8892, was Richard Lit-
tle. A retired school counselor, he
was also recognized for his ded-
ication to the local council, St.
Pancratius Catholic Church and
the community.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Cass City High School Principal
Russell Biefer recently an-
nounced this year’s valedictori-
ans and salutatorian. Three senior
girls will graduate with a perfect
4.0 grade point average for 4
years in high school. They are
Lida Blue, Kristy Gnagey and
Tamara Mearns. Salutatorian
Roxanne Rutkoski finishes her
high school career with a 3.979
grade point average. 

Kenneth James Micklash was
one of a total of 1,023 students at
the University of Michigan Col-
lege of Engineering named to the
dean’s list for the fall 1992 term.
To qualify, a student must main-
tain a 3.5 or better grade-point
average (out of a possible 4.0) for
the term.
Two students from Cass City are

among a total of 1,185 students
who achieved placement on the
winter quarter dean’s list at
Michigan Technological Univer-
sity by earning a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher. The
students are Steven N. Bills, who
earned a perfect 4-point, and
Michael T. Bills. Both are sen-
iors.

The Hills and Dales General
Hospital Employee of the Month
is Andrea Frederick. Andrea has
been an employee at the hospital
for almost 3 years. She works in
the Laboratory as a Lab Phle-
botomist, and is being recognized
for her great dedication to her
work, the hospital, and the well-
ness of the community. Andrea is
enthusiastic and efficient, relat-
ing well to co-workers and pa-
tients. Her great initiative always
lifts her above and beyond the
call of duty. 

I’ve been giving the school shooting tragedies much thought in recent
weeks, as we all have, I suppose because I’m driven to try and figure
out what’s behind the senseless and all-too-frequent loss of innocent
lives.
Problem is, there are no simple solutions, in spite of the folks on either

side of the raging gun control debate whose one-dimensional thinking
will probably never let them get beyond their absolutes.
We’re told there’s no room for banning semi-automatic weapons, be-

cause obviously if we do that, Big Brother will come and take all of our
guns away and it will be Nazi Germany all over again.

Besides, guns don’t kill people, people kill people…blah, blah, blah. 
On the other side, we’re told strict gun control measures will go a long

way toward ending gun violence in schools, because everyone knows
killers always purchase their weapons of choice legally. And if they
can’t, they would give up on their mission rather than break the law by
obtaining a firearm illegally. And, of course, the thought of driving into
a crowd of people or assembling a homemade bomb would never enter
their minds.
Really?
I’m not saying gun laws don’t play a part in this mass murder formula;

I’m just saying access to firearms is only one piece in a puzzle that is
far more complicated than most of us are probably willing to acknowl-
edge.

I mean, what about increasing our efforts to expand access to mental
health services? How about implementing more effective anti-bullying
programs in schools?

Those are all legitimate goals. At the same time, back when I was in
school, bullying was prevalent and frequently ignored in school (at least
that was my experience) unless someone ended up with a broken bone
or worse. Guns in homes were plentiful, too.
And, yet, we didn’t worry about a classmate coming to school with a

semi-automatic rifle – or any other rifle or handgun for that matter –
with the intent of randomly killing anyone in sight.

So what’s changed?
My guess is, people have changed. We have a society in which far too

many adults have proven they’re more interested in making babies than
in putting the time and effort into raising those babies to be adults who
fully understand respect, take responsibility for their own actions, and
accept the consequences for their actions rather than pointing a finger
of blame at anyone (or thing) other than themselves.
Responsibility and discipline have gone out of style, dismissed by too

many sheep singing the praises of “experts” telling us that we’re abus-
ing our children if we whack their behinds when they deserve it. 

How do you fix that in time to prevent another school shooting?
You don’t.
Personally, I’ve come to support the idea of having an armed presence

in our schools.
I’m not talking about teachers here – we already depend on our edu-

cators for far more than we have a right to, as far as I’m concerned. I’m
talking about, perhaps, a retired law enforcement officer or other qual-
ified individual charged with protecting our kids to the best of their abil-
ity in the event of a shooting.   
The idea of allowing anyone to be armed in a school building is enough

to set many folks off, which I find a bit ironic when it comes to pro-
tecting one of the softest targets imaginable for a nut bent on getting
revenge.
I’ll admit it isn’t the perfect solution, but neither is spending hours on

social networking sites arguing and name-calling over whether gun con-
trol is (or isn’t) the cure-all for a tragedy that we all know is very likely
going to repeat itself.

hospital with a broken shoulder.
Dean Stine, son of the Garrison

Stines, is at his home this week
and will spend the next two
weeks in Milwaukee, Wis., for
on-the-job training with an air-
line. He will then go to Grand
Rapids where he will be em-
ployed with North Central Air-
lines. He returned home Saturday
from Kansas City, Mo., where he
was graduated Friday after a four
weeks’ training course.

Seaman Apprentice Randon S.
Doerr, 18, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward H. Doerr of Huron St.,
Cass City, has graduated from
nine weeks of Navy basic train-
ing at the Naval Training Center,
Great Lakes, HI. In the first
weeks of his Naval service he
studied military subjects and
lived and worked under condi-
tions similar to those he will en-
counter on his first ship or first
shore station. In making the tran-
sition from civilian life to Naval
service, he studied seamanship,
as well as survival techniques,
military drill and other subjects.
He is a 1967 graduate of Cass
City High School and is a mem-
ber of the Naval Reserves.

DIVISION I Junior High Solo
and Ensemble awards were won
by these students: Debbie
Spencer, Susan Koepfgen and
Becky Loomis, Sheryl Thane and
Jean Turner.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Pvt. Arthur (Tommy) Dewey re-
turned to a camp in Florida, the
first of the week after a 14-day
furlough with his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Lewis Dewey, here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bigham
have received word from their
son, Pvt. Basil Bigham, that he
had arrived at New Orleans, La.,
on his return trip to Trinidad. 
Stephen Knyzewski, son of Mr.

and Mrs. E. Knyzewski, of Route
1, Cass City, has been promoted
to the rank of sergeant. He is sta-
tioned at Camp Gordon at Au-
gusta, Ga. 

Rev. Fr. John G. McCullough
performed the ceremony which
united in marriage Miss Helen
Marie Lenhard, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. F. L. Lenhard, of Gage-
town and Lieut. Robert M.
Cartwright, son of Mr. and Mrs.
H. O. Cartwright, of Unionville.
Vows were spoken in St.
Agatha’s Rectory at Gagetown
on Tuesday, Mar. 30, at 2:30 p.
m. The couple was attended by
Miss Marie J. Kelly and Kenneth
L. Bell, both of Bay City.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Dear Folks at Home: Just a
short note. Expect to go to Lon-
don tonight; so you see I have
had the day and an evening’s
visit with Liverpool. Myself and
two other aviators, friends of
mine, have been making the
town, and incidentally, I have
laughed myself sick at some of
the ludicrous incidents. I have
had 5 o’clock English tea with a
small cake, all that one is allowed
between meals, sugar was
brought to us on a little plate, in
fact, we did not know what it was
until we were told, for they look
like indigestion tablets two of
them for each cup. I finally per-
suaded the boys to use them. The
streets are dark, made so by war
orders; blinds are drawn, all on
account of air raids. Purchased a
trench rain coat, 5 pounds; a set
of chess men, for my leisure
time; a French dictionary; a map
of Europe.  Had $50 changed
into English money. Enjoying
myself immensely. Wish you all
were along. With love, LESLIE.
Lt. L. P. Koepfgen, R C A S
American Expeditionary Forces,
France.

Miss Laura McConnell, only
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Grant
McConnell, of Greenleaf became
the bride of Jacob Hiller of De-
troit Wednesday noon in the pres-
ence of only the immediate
relatives. Rev. J. D. Young of the
M. E. Church of Cass City per-
formed the marriage ceremony,
the couple being unattended. The
bride wore a becoming gown of
blue silk. Mr. and Mrs. Hiller ex-
pect to make their home with the
bride’s parents for the summer.

35 YEARS AGO (1983) 

Mr. and Mrs. Art Fisher, Mr. and
Mrs. George Fisher Sr., Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Hartwick and Mr.
and Mrs. John Shagena and chil-
dren were dinner guests Monday
evening, March 14, at the Scott
Fisher home at Elkton, celebrat-
ing the third birthday of their son
Scott.

Kay Loomis, a senior at Cass
City High School, will present a
free piano recital for the public,
starting at 3 p.m. Sunday at
Salem United Methodist Church
at the corner of Ale and Pine
streets. The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Don Loomis of Cedar Run
Road studies piano with Kathy
Bieber of Saginaw.

Donald E. Hendrick, 11, son of
Donald E. and Barbra A. Hen-
drick of Green Road, Cass City,
has been promoted in the U.S.
Air Force to the rank of airman
first class. Hendrick is a turbo-
prop propulsion mechanic at Lit-
tle Rock Air Force Base, Ark.,
with the 314th Field Mainte-
nance Squadron. His wife,
Sharolyn, is the daughter of Dale
A. and Sharon R. Penny of Em-
pire. The airman is a 1980 grad-
uate of Cass City High School.
Eric R. Mavis, son of Russell L.

and Louise G. Mavis of Moore
Road, Snover, has been promoted
in the U.S. Air Force to the rank
of staff sergeant. Mavis is an air-
craft maintenance specialist at
Luke Air Force Base, Ariz., with
the 405th Aircraft Generation
Squadron. His wife, Nancy, is the
daughter of Bobby R. Sims of
Grand Prairie, Texas. The ser-
geant is a 1972 graduate of San-
dusky High School.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Wesley’s Quaker Maid Presi-
dent Thomas V. Angott was pre-
sented with the College of
Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources Distinguished Service
Award at a Farmers’ Week lunch-
eon March 23 at Michigan State
University. In addition to Quaker
Maid, which has a plant in Cass
City, Angott is president of De-
troit Milk, Michigan Beverage,
and Modern Foto, all headquar-
tered in Detroit. He lives in Or-
chard Lake.

Airman First Class Thomas D.
Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. John
C. Moore of Caro Road, Cass
City, has been named Outstand-
ing Airman of the Quarter at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio. A television equipment re-
pairman, Airman Moore was se-
lected for professional skill, duty
performance and exemplary con-
duct. He is assigned to the 2046th
Communications Installation
Group, a part of the Air Force
Communications Service. The
airman, a 1970 graduate of Cass
City High School, attended
Wright State University, Dayton,
Ohio. His wife, Rebecca, is the
daughter of James D. Massingale
of Middlesboro, Ky.

50 YEARS AGO (1968) 

Fresh from a first place finish in
the area contest and $100 richer
because of his victory, Tom
Fulcher, Cass City High School
junior, is ready to go on to greater
things in the Sound of Youth
USA program. Competing Satur-
day, Fulcher was judged the best
in the male vocalist class. The
young artist sang Green, Green
Grass of Home and accompanied
himself on the guitar. Next stop
will be the State finals Saturday,
April 27. The finals are also at
Whiting Auditorium in Flint.
Fulcher is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Dean Fulcher of Cass City.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Starr an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Constance Jean, to
John Bradley Fox son of Mr. and
Mrs. Milton Fox of Snover. A
June wedding is planned.

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Beardsley
returned home March 24 from
visiting for a few days their
daughters, Rev. and Mrs. Richard
Beach at Alto and Mr. and Mrs.
Lorn Bigelow at Ashley. En route
home they called at the Charles
Collins home at Mt. Morris. Mr.
Collins, Mrs. Beardsley’s
brother-in-law, is a patient in the
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Board pledges to

support park, pool
Continued from page one.
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“The three-year agreement is effective today,” explained Cass City
Village Manager Debbie Powell, noting the agreement is limited to em-
ployees of the Cass City Department of Public Works and Parks De-
partment.

“I don’t think it will have much of an impact economically. It effects
less than 10 employees,” she said.
Union representation will provide members with overtime and holiday

pay guidelines, insurance coverage, deferred compensation, paid time
off, and grievance procedures, to name just a few topics covered under
the arrangement.
Some of the new teamsters say union representation was needed partly

because of what they allege was mismanagement under former village
manager Peter Cristiano, involving raises for top level employees only,
while allowing other employees to “come and go” as they pleased with-
out penalty, and finally, most recently creating a new employee hand-
book without input from the department heads.

In other matters, the council approved the village’s annual Tuscola
Area Airport Authority (TAAA) allocation payment and the refinancing
of three Downtown Development Authority (DDA) properties during
the hour-long meeting.

On a 4-2 roll call vote, the council approved a 2017-18 allocation of
$9,688 for the TAAA. Casting the dissenting votes were council mem-
bers Tom Herron and Ray Piaskowski.
Turning to the DDA properties – located at 6544 Main St., 4453 Leach

St. and 4452 West St. – Powell reported that combining the separate fi-
nanced properties into one loan of $121,000, with monthly payments
for seven years at a fixed rate of 4.95 percent, will save the DDA debt
service approximately $300 per month.

In addition to the cost saving measures, new rates for the village’s
2018 Day Camp were discussed and approved. It was determined nec-
essary to increase the fee for non-village residents from $14 to $16 daily
per child, and the seasonal per-child fee from $280 to $300. The in-
creased fees are needed despite the generosity of the Elkland Township
Board, which recently voted to donate $5,000 this year and for five
years total towards maintenance of the Cass City Park and Helen
Stevens Memorial Pool.
“We hope other adjacent and surrounding communities will be recep-

tive to donating to the cause,” Powell said.
In other financial matters, the council learned it will have to invest

more than $135,000 at the village’s wastewater treatment plant to re-
place the original grit system designed to remove mineral matter that
will not decompose or break down. That equipment was installed in
1981.

Approved was the purchase of a Walker Process Grit System from
DuBois-Cooper for $126,300. Platinum Mechanical was hired to re-
move the old grit system and install the new grit system for $11,600,
and Maurer electric will unhook the old leads and hook up the new leads
for an amount not to exceed $2,800.
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News briefs
Retirees are invited to school
OWENDALE — Retirees living in the Owendale-Gagetown School
District are invited to enjoy a free lunch, view elementary school proj-
ects and take home a special surprise this week.
The event will be in the school library/cafeteria Thursday, March 29.

Those interested in attending are asked to arrive at 11 a.m. so they can
view the elementary school reading fair projects, followed by lunch.

Easter basket giveaway set
UBLY — The Ubly Lioness Club is trying something new. There will
be no Easter egg hunt this year. In its place they will be doing an Easter
basket drawing.

To enter the drawing, children must be between one and 13 years of
age. There will be one boy and one girl basket given away along with
a stuffed animal. To enter, go to Sleeper Public Library in Ubly to enter
one ticket per visit per day.
The drawing is scheduled for Thursday, March 29, at noon.

State okays tab grace period
MICHIGAN — Gov. Rick Snyder has signed legislation authorizing a
30-day grace period for motorists to affix their license tabs after renew-
ing their vehicles’ registrations.
Motorists who renew online receive a receipt that can be shown to law

enforcement officers to prove they have renewed their vehicle registra-
tion. And, most law enforcement agencies can verify electronically if
the vehicle’s plate has been renewed or is expired.

Spoonfuls of Plenty available
CARO — The Human Development Commission (HDC) hosts Spoon-
fuls of Plenty, which is a free community meal, from 3:30 to 6 p.m.
each Wednesday at the LeeRoy Clark Center, 435 Green St., Caro.
For more information, call (989) 673-4121.

Basketball camp set in June
CASS CITY — There will be a Thumb Pride Basketball Camp June 18
through June 21 at Cass City Junior-Senior High School.

More information is available by logging on to the website
www.cramerbasketball.com.

School board elects officers
OWENDALE — During the Owendale-Gagetown Board of Educa-
tion’s annual reorganization meeting, school officials conducted elec-
tions for the various positions on the board.
Dan Warack was named president, Matt Roemer was selected as vice

president, Sarah Ondrajka as secretary and Terry Fahrner as treasurer. 
In addition, the following committee appointments were approved:

negotiations — Julie Good, Matt Roemer and Dan Warack; budget and
finance — Julie Good, Terry Fahrner and Dan Warack; policy and by-
laws — Julie Good, Katie Wood and Sarah Ondrajka;
transportation/buildings and grounds — Tom Jeffery, Matt Roemer and
Dan Warack; grievance — Tom Jeffery, Katie Wood and Matt Roemer;
personnel — Terry Fahrner, Sarah Ondrajka and Dan Warack; and ath-
letics — Sarah Ondrajka, Terry Fahrner and Katie Wood.
Also, Nicholas Gibbard was hired as head football coach, and Rebecca

McKnight was named the district’s nomination for this year’s Friend
of the Youth honor at the Thumb Meet of Champions, scheduled for
May.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

to teach them it’s not about giving
people high fives, it’s about
what’s in the inside,” she added.
“We gave surveys out to the peo-

ple who join, and one of the ques-
tions was, ‘What do you think
kindness is?’ And this is what
someone wrote: ‘Kindness is a
gift not seen but felt in the heart’.”

Fifth grade teacher Andrea Ross
explained the girls’ outreach was
sparked by a nationwide cam-
paign to encourage youngsters to
emulate acceptance of others, re-
gardless of their physical appear-
ance.

“Our fifth grade classes partici-
pated in a program put on by Li-
onsgate and GapKids, called the
Wonder Project, in the beginning
of the school year,” Ross said.
“Kids could create a poster about
‘What Kindness Means to You’.
Maia’s entry was selected as a
winning entry and she received a
$150 GapKids gift card.”

In fact, Estrella’s design was one
of just eight selected from among
some 10,000 entries across the
country. All eight designs were
placed on T-shirts available for
purchase online at the GapKids
website, with the proceeds going
to the Cranial Facial Foundation
to help kids like Auggie Pullman
– portrayed in the movie, Wonder.

Based on the best-selling novel
by R.J. Palacio, Wonder follows
the inspiring story of the Pullman
family, whose youngest child,
Auggie, is a boy born with a rare
craniofacial condition, or facial
deformity. When Auggie enters
mainstream elementary school for
the first time, “his extraordinary
journey unites his family, his
school, and his community, and
proves that you can’t blend in
when you were born to stand out.”
The film stars Oscar winner Julia
Roberts, Owen Wilson, and Jacob
Tremblay.
Inspired by the film, Estrella de-

signed a T-shirt featuring several
crayons — side by side, each dif-
ferent from the others – and a sin-
gle word, “Together”.

Aside from having her design
placed on T-shirts, Estrella’s win-
ning entry netted free T-shirts for
all of her homeroom classmates,
according to Ross.

“The entire fifth grade also won

Continued from page one.

Local students form Choose Kindness Club
a free pre-screening to the movie,
Wonder, but were unable to attend
due to bussing and time issues.
The Lionsgate Corporation sent
free movie passes to all fifth
graders since they couldn’t attend
the pre-screening,” she said.

While Estrella and Basanez-
Gastelum have been busy building
membership in their Choose
Kindness Club – membership has
grown from about four students to
more than two-thirds of Cass
City’s 74 fifth graders – Ross in-
dicated the girls’ have gone about
their work quietly.
“The club was discovered by ac-

cident one day in the computer lab
during writing class,” Ross re-
called. “I noticed that three girls
were looking at the same docu-
ment.  When I looked closer, I
read what appeared to be an infor-
mational flyer about the club that
was being started.  I was touched
by the description I read.

“A couple of weeks prior to this
was the Florida school shooting.
There had been so much negativ-
ity in the press and such, that I felt
our school counselors and admin-
istrators needed to see that there
are wonderful, caring students
within our district that were trying
very hard to do their part to spread
the message of ‘choosing kind-
ness’.  I was hoping we could rec-
ognize them in some way,” she
continued. “Mr. (Cass City School
Supt. Jeff) Hartel jumped on
board right away and met with the
girls a few days later to find out
more.

“By the time I discovered the
club, they had already met a cou-
ple of times during their lunch re-
cess,” Ross said. “I do not believe
they were looking for any sort of
recognition as they had not men-
tioned it to any of us teachers.”

Both students come from very
supportive families, according to
Ross. “Maia is not shy at all and
is very outgoing, where Romina,
on the other hand, is a little more
quiet. (But) they are both friendly
and encouraging to others,” she
said.

Both Estrella and Basanez-
Gastelum agreed their motivation
for starting the club grew out of
reading the book, Wonder, which
has become a staple for local fifth
graders.

“We have been using this book

for at least five years and feel very
strongly in the message it sends to
kids.  We promote and facilitate
discussions about being kind to
others no matter what they think
others are like based on their out-
ward appearance,” Ross noted.
“When I was little, I actually felt

like Auggie Pullman,” said Es-
trella, who began attending Cass
City Schools as a kindergarten
student after leaving her native
Mexico. “I didn’t have (many)
friends because I came from an-
other country. I was struggling to
talk English,” she added.

These days, Estrella and
Basanez-Gastelum, who is also
originally from Mexico, are en-
couraging their classmates to look
at their peers in a different way –
by trying to get to know them be-
fore making any judgments.
Meetings are spent talking about
different ways members have
found to spread their message
throughout the school. 
Aside from weekly meetings dur-

ing their lunch/recess, the mem-
bers of the Choose Kindness Club
spend time talking about ways to
make everyone feel like they’re
part of the group.
For example, they jot down pos-

itive messages – “Have a good
day”, “You’re awesome!”, “You
can do great things”, etc. — on
pieces of paper and place them on
other students’ lockers, according
to Basanez-Gastelum, the daugh-
ter of Ernesto Basanez and Yese-
nia Gastelum, Cass City.

The girls, who credit their suc-
cess, in part, to the support of their
teachers, would both like to see
bullying become a thing of the
past, although they acknowledge
that goal is a tall order.

On the other hand, even some
students who may have been un-
kind to their peers in the past have
shown an interest in the club by
attending meetings. “I know they
want to learn to be kind and learn
how to be kind, too,” Estrella said.

The club has generated plenty of
smiles not only from students, but
also among the teaching staff.
“Maia and Romina are both very

respectful, responsible and espe-
cially kind young ladies.  They are
hardworking and motivated and,
obviously by their recent actions,
positive role-models for their
peers,” Ross said.

available money to the forefront of the effort right away.”
Huron County will receive an estimated $536,739 in additional road

funds for immediate use this construction season, while Tuscola County
will receive an estimated additional $618,811.

Cities and villages will get extra money on top of those allocations,
with Cass City slated to receive $21,850.

Estimated amounts for other area communities are: Akron ($4,261),
Bad Axe ($23,718), Caro ($31,210), Caseville ($7,605), Elkton
($6,429), Fairgrove ($4,645), Gagetown ($5,115), Harbor Beach
($13,792) Kinde ($4,475), Kingston ($3,613), Mayville ($8,405),
Millington ($7,777), Owendale ($3,463), Pigeon ($9,768),  Port Austin
($6,255), Port Hope ($3,185), Reese ($12,075) Sebewaing ($15,169),
Ubly ($7,005), Unionville ($4,598) and Vassar ($22,327).

Sanilac County, meanwhile, will receive $711,036.
The following is a breakdown of allocations by local government unit:
Applegate ($3,632), Brown City ($10,479), Carsonville ($4,995),

Croswell ($21,601), Deckerville ($9,102), Forestville ($2,816), Lex-
ington ($8,055), Marlette ($15,917), Melvin ($3,214), Minden City
($3,031), Peck ($4,546), Port Sanilac ($5,566), Sandusky ($22,082),
and the Sanilac County Road Commission, ($596,000).

The money is already available because various state departments did
not spend as much as originally projected during a previous budget
cycle, Canfield noted, adding that’s why no budget cuts or additional
fees or taxes are required for the investment.
“The extra money comes in addition to record-level road funding pro-

vided by previous long-term reforms,” he said. “The state also has
strengthened its warranty system designed to make sure new and refur-
bished roads will last longer.”

Continued from page one.

More cash coming for roads
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Claire Kausch

Lauren Dickinson

Megan Graham
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She served as class secretary in
2017-18 and as secretary of the
executive board of student coun-
cil. Kausch is a co-section leader
in the marching band and sym-
phony band as well as being a
member of the jazz band. She has
participated in the all-school play
and the annual STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics) fair.
Kausch has also been involved in

athletics, including serving as cap-
tain of the swim team, earning
first team and second team all-
conference honors in the 100-
meter breaststroke. She was a
member of the gymnastics and
soccer teams as well.
A Cass City Junior Citizen of the

Year Award nominee this year, her
honors have also included being
an NRECA (National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association)
Youth Leadership Tour elected
participant.

Her future plans include attend-
ing Syracuse University in New
York.

Dickinson, the daughter of
Janelle and Dan Dickinson, boasts
a grade point average of 4.11.

Aside from being an honor roll
student and National Honor Soci-
ety member, Dickinson has served
on the student council. She has
also been involved in Academic
Games (math team), the STEM
fair and mentoring other students.

She has been active in athletics
as a member of the volleyball,
basketball and softball teams,

Continued from page one.

Cass City officials announce honors grads
earning multiple scholar athlete
accolades in all three sports along
with all-conference second team
honors in volleyball and honor-
able mention in volleyball and
softball.

Outside of the classroom, Dick-
inson has volunteered for a host of
activities, including highway
clean-ups, citizen of the year din-
ner, softball and basketball clinics,
delivering meals to church shut-
ins, passing out water in Flint,
blood drives, Lions Club dinner,
Bike to School Day and the an-
nual Cass City Freedom Festival
Parade.
Following graduation, Dickinson

plans to study engineering at
Michigan State University or
Western Michigan University.

Graham, the daughter of Erica
Hunt and Bill and Carolyn Gra-
ham, also earned a grade point av-
erage of 4.11.
An honor roll student, Graham is

a National Honor Society member
and has served on the student
council. She is also a member of
the Tuscola County Community
Foundation’s Future Youth In-
volvement (FYI) Fund Board.
She has also participated in Aca-

demic Games (English and math
teams) and earned academic hon-
ors in Spanish, geometry, algebra,
chemistry and advanced place-
ment chemistry. She is a member
of the marching band and sym-
phony band.
A Cass City Junior Citizen of the

Year Award nominee, Graham has
also been involved in athletics.
She has been a member of the

bowling, gymnastics, softball and
volleyball teams.
Her future plans include studying

nursing at Grand Valley State Uni-
versity (GVSU), where she has
been awarded a GVSU Award of
Excellence ($5,000) and GVSU
Presidential Scholarship ($7,000).
Graham is also the recipient of a
$5,000 Thompson Working Fam-
ily Scholarship.

Honors graduates

Also graduating with honors this
year are the following students
who earned a grade point average
of 3.5 or higher:

Travis Albrecht, Jamison
Biskner-Kruse, Dakota Cook,
Sayge Cuthrell, Errianne Hoyt,
Darren Hutchinson, Riley Klein,
Danielle Kopah, Katelyn Kuenzli,
Baylee Murphy, McKenna Nye,
Jaclyn Palmer, Nicholas Perry,
Eric Peters, Alyssa Sangster,
Joseph Skiles, Samantha Stern,
CarLee Stimpfel, Konnar Warren,
Robert Weaver, Rylie Weiler and
Reed White.

Honors graduates earning grade
point averages of 3.0 to 3.49 are:

Kelsey Bouverette, Kalean
Boynton, Kristen Bradley, Garrett
Deitering, Lauren Fernald, Bren-
dan Hamilton, Heaven Hartwick,
Haley Leppert, Samantha London,
Madison Mandich, Shaylee Pon-
der, Seth Roggenbuck, Bailee
Ross, Connor Sines, Brittany Stil-
son, Brooklyn Stilson, Brittany
Swiderski, Kaitlin Witherspoon,
Brandon Wright and Nicolette
Younglove.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Area residents may soon have an
easier way to become registered
voters.
The Michigan Senate passed leg-

islation that will provide residents
with the accurate and secure op-
tion of online voter registration.

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson
has worked with legislators to
make online voter registration a
reality.

“Michigan has the ability to ac-
curately and securely receive reg-
istration applications online and
authenticate voters against their
driver or state ID information on
file,” Johnson said. 

Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fet-
ting supports the proposed
change.
“Personally, I support the oppor-

tunity that Secretary Johnson is
working to provide to residents to
become registered to vote. Also,
the Michigan Association of
County Clerks supports the pas-
sage of this bill,” said Fetting,
Tuscola County’s chief election
officer. 

“The right to vote is important,
and if registering to vote can be-
come easier in this day of technol-
ogy, I feel that it is a benefit to the
residents of the Tuscola County
and the state of Michigan,” Fet-
ting added. “I have reached out to
Senator Mike Green and Rep. Ed-
ward Canfield and asked for their
support also.”

The legislation now goes to the
House for consideration.

Also, the online services at Ex-
pressSOS.com allow customers to
complete just about any transac-
tion online. Launched in 2011, the
site offers such conveniences as
change of address, duplicate vehi-
cle titles, and vehicle registration
and driver’s license renewals over
the internet.

Online voter
registration
coming soon
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   2017-18 NCTL Stripes Division 
         All League Girls  

First Team 
1.) Ean Sell  Peck 12th grade 
2.) Sawyer Kozfkay  Caseville 9th grade 
3.) Zac Dudley  Peck 11th grade  
4.) J.P. Szcypka  BCAS 12th grade 
5.) Ben Short  BCAS 12th grade 
6.) Brad Nugent  CPS 11th grade  

 
Defensive Specialist 

           J.P. Szcypka  BCAS 12th grade 
 

Second Team 
1.) CJ Samborn  BCAS 11th grade 
2.) Cole Hendley  Peck 12th grade 
3.) Luke Retford  Owengage 12th grade 
4.) Devyn Taylor  CPS 11th grade 
5.) Michael Kelly  Caseville 11th grade 
6.) Aaron Fahrner  Owengage 12th grade 

 
Honorable Mention 

1.) Lee Raetz  CPS 12th grade 
2.) Landon Emerson  CPS 11th grade 
3.) Brandon Lecznar  Caseville 12th grade 
4.) Grant Gehringer  BCAS 10th grade 
5.) Nick Kontes  BCAS 10th grade 
6.) Matt Fritz  Owengage 11th grade  
7.) Ryan Gordon  Peck 12th grade 
8.) Cody Babcock  Peck 12th grade 
9.) Brandon Winiarski  Peck 9th grade 
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(989) 912-2440
Nicholas P. Bliss

Financial Advisor
6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38

Cass City, MI 48726
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Continued from page one.

Cass City native, veteran Dagmar Brown buried at sea

shore funerals, with three volleys
fired, the sounding of taps, and the
closing of colors. The casket or
urn is slid overboard into the sea
after the committal is read, or, if
requested, the cremated remains
are scattered into the sea.
Because the committal ceremony

is performed while a ship is de-
ployed, family members are not
permitted to attend burials at sea.
However, within 10 days after
committal, the commanding offi-
cer of the ship will mail a letter
giving the date and time of com-
mittal and include any photo-
graphs or video of the ceremony,
a commemorative flag, and a chart
showing where the burial took
place.

Brown’s casket was taken to the
U.S.S. Gunston Hall while the
ship was in port at Little Creek,

CASS CITY NATIVE and U.S. Navy veteran Dagmar Martinek-Brown, who passed

away at her home Jan. 3, 2017, at the age of 94, was laid to rest in the nautical tradi-

tion of burial at sea last month in accordance with her wishes. The ceremony took

place Feb. 10 aboard the U.S.S. Gunston Hall off the coast of Virginia.

THE CEREMONY conducted by the U.S. Navy for bur-

ial at sea is done in a similar manner to that of shore fu-

nerals, with three volleys fired, the sounding of taps, and

the closing of colors.

Va., according to the letter F. C.
Halbritter, commanding officer,
U.S. Navy, recently sent to Tha-
bet.

“We departed at 1500 (3 p.m.) on
09 February 2018 to conduct our
routine pre-deployment opera-
tions. Your client spent many
years in service to our country,
and it was a fitting choice that she
be committed from the deck of this
proud ship,” Halbritter wrote.
“The burial at sea ceremony took

place on the stern gate on 10 Feb-
ruary 2018, at 1400 hours (2
p.m.). Conforming to naval tradi-
tion, the ship was stopped, colors
displayed at half-mast, and the
participating officers and crew
were paraded in full dress uni-
form. The morning was brisk with
a 57-degree temperature and a
slight wind and seas. Under these
favorable conditions, at Latitude

36 22.0 degrees North and Longi-
tude 074 46.5 degrees West, her
casket was committed to the deep.

“The religious and military as-
pects of the ceremony were con-
ducted with dignity and solemnity.
The ship’s Executive Officer Kevin
D. Culver, CDR, U.S. Navy, was
the military commander of the
ceremony. Our chaplain, Nathan
N. Rice, LT, U.S. Navy, presided
over the religious ceremony and
the committal.

“Honors were rendered by the
U.S.S. Gunston Hall crew mem-
bers to include: a seven-person
rifle squad with an officer in
charge, a flag detail, a six-mem-
ber pall bear crew with an officer
in charge, and a 14-member
honor platoon. Many other sailors
were on hand to view the cere-
mony from above.

“The officers and crew of the
U.S.S. Gunston Hall are proud to

have rendered this honor to your
client. Please accept my personal
warm regards and sincerest sym-
pathy for your great loss.”

F. C. HALBRITTER, CDR, USN
Commanding Officer
USS GUNSTON HALL (LSD-44)

Thabet said Brown was the first
person in his more than 40 years
as a funeral director to ask him to
arrange for a burial at sea. He re-
called she approached him with
the request and the necessary pa-
perwork about five years before
her death.

“She wanted it because she had
been in the Navy, and that’s what
she was going to do,” he said. “I
knew you could do cremation
(and then burial at sea), but I
didn’t know you could do full
body burial.

“This is available to any veteran
or their spouse, but it can take a
year, year and half. In her
(Brown’s) case, it took 13
months,” he added, noting the
U.S. Navy covers the cost of the
burial and ceremony. Preparation,
storage and transportation of the
remains is the responsibility of the
customer.

Brown, a life member of Caro
VFW Post 4164, requested no for-
mal funeral service following her
death, but a number of area resi-
dents remembered her fondly.
Brown’s claim to local fame was

walking. She walked every day
whenever possible, and she com-
pleted the annual Labor Day
Mackinac Bridge Walk and the
Tuscola County Human Develop-
ment’s Walk for Warmth several
times.

“She was always proud of her
service in the Navy as well as the
many bridge walks which resulted
in meeting many Michigan gover-
nors,” Tuscola County Commis-
sioner Thom Bardwell told
veteran Thumb journalist Mary
Drier for a story published in the
Chronicle shortly after her death.

Brown completed her 56th
Mackinac Bridge walk over the
2016 Labor Day holiday week-
end, even though she was legally
blind and had to use a walker.

Brown missed the first two
bridge walks because she couldn’t
find a ride. However, she com-
pleted the bridge walk with each
governor since the event was
founded by Governor G. Mennen
“Soapy” Williams in the late
1950s.

Until age started slowing her
down, Brown kept track and
prided herself on how fast she
could walk the five-mile length of
the bridge.

In addition to being an avid
walker, Brown was a true patriot.
“I’ve known Dagmar Brown my

entire life. She was always a very
kind and gracious lady, a hard
worker, very independent and a
good neighbor. There was no
doubt Dagmar was fiercely proud
of being a World War II veteran
and was a true American patriot –
she could get feisty when re-
quired,” commented Cass City
area resident and outdoors colum-
nist Tom Lounsbury.

“Dagmar will certainly be
missed and truly never forgotten.
They broke the mold in her re-
gard…a very special lady.”

Although Brown was quiet and
reserved, she touched the hearts of
many people in the Thumb.

“I met Dagmar at my first walk
as a newer employee of HDC, 27
years ago. I remember being so
impressed by the local group of
VFW women, all handsomely at-
tired in their military uniforms
(doing the walk for warmth),” re-
called Tuscola County Human
Development Commission Direc-
tor Lori Offenbecher. “In the be-
ginning, her and a group of
committed women from the local
VFW would raise pledges and
come to the walk.  As the years
passed, she continued to support
her local community by raising
pledges and walking.”

Dagmar walked in 25 out of the
27 HDC Walk for Warmth events
to support the needs of people in
Tuscola County by assisting them
with their utility bills.

“I remember the year she had to
use her walker. She completed the
entire Chippewa Landing walk,
and even though it took her longer
than everyone else, she persevered
and did the entire thing!” Offen-
becher said.

In addition to passion for walk-
ing, Brown’s indomitable spirit
touched many.

“Every time I talked with Dag-
mar, she made me laugh, and I al-
ways walked away learning
something from her.  She taught
me how to be more patient, caring
and a more compassionate per-
son,” said HDC staff member
Tammy Ewald.

“I loved listening to her stories,
and when she gave you advice,
you knew it came from her heart
and her wisdom. There is always
a handful a people that you meet
in your life and you’re a better
person for having known them,
and she is one of them,” Ewald
added.

“She lived life on her own terms
and her way.”


