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Village officials in 
Ubly appoint trio
after three resign

Voters facing a busy
election year in ‘18

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Ubly officials were forced to navigate some rough waters last week
when the village president and two trustees abruptly turned in their res-
ignations with little explanation.

Three days later, it was “out with the old and in with the new” in a
matter of minutes as the Ubly Village Council appointed three individ-
uals to fill those vacancies.
During a budget meeting Feb. 26, Ubly Village President David Jaroch

and trustees Larry Gornowicz and Larry Western each submitted resig-
nations effective Thursday, March 1. The officials all cited personal rea-
sons for leaving the council.

There was a brouhaha last October that remains over a disagreement
involving Jaroch allegedly authorizing the expenditure of $224 on side-
walk construction without council approval, and officials have indicated
the issue could lead to potential legal action.

During Thursday’s council session, the remaining trustees accepted
the resignations and then immediately filled the vacated seats.

“The newly-appointed council members are Gabriel Turner, Jeffrey
Rubin and Brandon Zdrojewski,” reported Lola Brown, who was ap-

THE BATTEL FAMILY hosted some 175 visitors dur-

ing its ninth annual Maple Syrup Saturday at the

family sugarbush a few miles northeast of Cass City.

Above, Sue Battel shows an exchange student from

Thailand how syrup is checked for density using a hy-

drometer.

Spring brings sweet open houses at Battels’

Robo Hawks

County joins suit

against drug firms

across the nation

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle 

Tuscola County has joined the ef-
fort to address the growing opioid
crisis in a nationwide lawsuit
against drug manufacturers and
distributors.
“The Opioid epidemic is creating

a real and unprecedented financial
burden on counties across Michi-
gan and our country,” was the
pitch made by Attorney Michael
Behm for the county to join the
lawsuit sweeping across the coun-
try.

“The costs incurred by munici-
palities due to people becoming
addicted to opioid pain medica-
tion has pushed many counties’ re-
sources past their budgetary
limits. The cost of first respon-
ders, addiction and rehabilitation
services, incarceration, health care
and lost productivity is stagger-
ing.”
According to the Council of Eco-

nomic Advisors, costs associated
with the opioid crisis topped $500

Please turn to page 2.

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

This is an election year for some counties, villages and school districts,
and voters will be asked to fill a number of seats. There will be regular
elections on both Tuesday, Aug. 7, and Tuesday, Nov. 6.

Cass City Village

In the village of Cass City, a two-year term being completed by Pres-
ident Carl Palmateer will be expiring. In addition, the seats held by
trustees Nancy Barrios, Robert Piaskowski and Marilyn Biefer will be
up for grabs.
The election for those seats will be in November.

Gagetown Village

In the village of Gagetown, the four-year term of village President
Dave Abbe, and the four-year terms of trustees Walt Swiastyn, Don
Montrieul and William Ehrlich will be expiring. The election for those
seats will be in November.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Spring typically brings plenty
of ups and downs when it
comes to weather in the Thumb,
and the Battel family wouldn’t
have it any other way.
In fact, spring’s pattern of cold

nights followed by mild days is
a big part of their secret to a
sweet family legacy spanning
well over a century that is still
producing a Michigan specialty
– pure maple syrup.
The Battels, whose sugar bush

has been churning out the sap
used to create their trademark
fresh, pure maple syrup for

more than 135 years, are gearing
up to welcome spring the way
they have for the past several
years — by inviting area residents
to once again take part in a rite of
the season during Maple Syrup
Saturday.
And with a little luck of the Irish,

this year’s event promises to be as
sweet as ever.

“This will be our 10th annual
Maple Syrup Saturday. We have a
handful of families who have
never missed a single one, and we
look forward to seeing them every
year,” said Sue Battel, who noted
the 2018 event falls on St.
Patrick’s Day, Saturday, March
17.
“We invite people to stop by and

celebrate St. Patty’s Day with us
in the woods at our family friendly
open house from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.,” Battel explained.

“People can snap a photo with
one of our two leprechauns and
find the rainbow (Battel’s hus-
band, Bob, and oldest daughter,
Addy, will be dressed as lep-
rechauns, while youngest daugh-
ter, Dori, will be the rainbow).
We’ll have a little activity for kids
and, as always, give everyone a
complimentary pancake with
fresh syrup — shamrock sprinkles

Please turn to page 7.

CASS CITY Elementary robotics stu-

dents (above) comprised three teams

that earned spots in Saturday’s VEX

IQ Challenge Ringmaster State Tour-

nament Saturday at Charlotte Middle

School. All three teams reached the

final round, finishing ninth, 17th and

22nd among two dozen squads. At

left, Braden Murdoch (left) is pic-

tured at the controls in the final

round, while his Killer Hawks team-

mate, Justin MacAlpine studies the

playing field.

Three Cass City Elementary teams reach final round
at state tourney, one could sneak into world contest

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s been another whirlwind sea-
son for the fledgling robotics pro-
gram at Cass City Elementary
School, with three local sixth
grade teams reaching the final
round during Saturday’s state fi-
nals at Charlotte Middle School.

And it may not be over yet, as
one of those teams – named the
Killer Hawks – still has a shot at
receiving an invitation to the
world championships this spring
in Louisville, Ky.
Not bad, considering this just the

second year of competition for the
local elementary school robotics
program.

Please turn to page 8.

“This has been a great season.
These teams earned five first-
place trophies at various events,
including taking the top four
places at the event in Bad Axe, but
it has also been a fantastic oppor-
tunity for them to create, collabo-
rate and solve problems while
working together as a team,”
Coach Ron Woloshen commented
following the VEX IQ Challenge
Ringmaster State Finals Saturday.

Cass City’s Killer Hawks, com-
posed of Abe Mack, Justin
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billion in 2017. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) officials, meanwhile, say
more than 60,000 deaths have
been attributed to opioid over-
doses. 

Some of the other costs associ-
ated with opioids include the cost
of Narcan, which is the antidote
medication used to treat an opioid
overdose; incarceration; foster
care for addicts’ children; and the
cost of operating specialized drug
courts.

“We won’t have any out-of-
pocket costs except for prep time
in getting the information together
for our county for this lawsuit. We
stand to gain about 70 percent of
what we show as our damages,”
said Tuscola County Controller
Mike Hoagland. “It will take a
few years to play out in the
courts.”

So far, Behm’s legal team has
been retained by several counties
and cities throughout Michigan,

Continued from page one. including the cities of Detroit and
Lansing, Grand Traverse County,
Saginaw County, Genesee
County, and Macomb County.
The legal movement against opi-

oids was initiated by Michael
Moore, who was also behind a
lawsuit against tobacco compa-
nies in 1994 that won the largest
litigation settlement in U.S. his-
tory — more than $240 billion.

The lawsuit against opioid man-
ufactures and distributors was ini-
tiated in 2016. Since then, over 60
counties and municipalities have
joined the litigation in Michigan.
Overall, 15 states have joined in
the lawsuit, involving hundreds of
cities and counties. 

“Although several counties and
states are involved in this legal ac-
tion, it is not a class-action law-
suit. It is a multi-district litigation.
It is being done differently, with
several attorneys involved who
are working together,” explained
Hoagland.

The Behm and Behm Law Firm
of Flint will act as local counsel

with direct contact with municipal
clients throughout mid-Michigan. 
According to Behm, the legal ap-

proach being utilized, involving a
combination of local knowledge,
regional organization and national
expertise, is unprecedented in liti-
gation.
Mark Bernstein of the Sam Bern-

stein Law Firm will act as regional
counsel in coordinating not only
the local efforts of Behm and
Behm, but also other law firms
strategically positioned through-
out Michigan.

The impact of the opioid epi-
demic is being felt in small towns
and rural areas, with opioid-re-
lated deaths reported in Tuscola
and Huron counties.
According to the CDC, the rates

of drug overdose deaths are rising
in rural areas, and those have sur-
passed rates in urban areas.
The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture launched a webpage –
www.usda.gov.opioid — featuring
resources for rural communities to
respond to the opioid crisis.

Tuscola County joins nationwide opioid suit

Madelyn Haldane, an eighth
grade student at Owen-Gage
Schools, has been named a local
winner in the 49th annual America
and Me Essay Contest, sponsored
by Farm Bureau Insurance.

Haldane will receive an award
certificate for the achievement and
her name will be engraved on a
plaque for permanent display at
the school.

In addition, her first-place essay
now advances to state-level com-
petition, from which the top 10 es-
says in Michigan will be selected.
Those finalists, who will be an-
nounced in April, will each re-
ceive a plaque, a medallion and a
cash award of $1,000.
The top 10 essayists will also be

honored during a banquet in Lans-
ing, meet with Michigan’s top
government leaders, and be the Madelyn Haldane

Haldane’s named local winner in essay contest
featured guests at a Lansing
Lugnuts minor league baseball
game dedicated in their honor.
A team of finalist judges that in-

cludes a top Michigan govern-

ment official and the sponsoring
teachers of last year’s top two
statewide winners will determine
the ranking of this year’s finalists.

Several thousand eighth grade
students from more than 350
Michigan schools participated in
the 2017-18 America and Me
Essay Contest, which was con-
ducted with the help of Farm Bu-
reau Insurance agents across the
state. The topic of this year’s com-
petition was “My Personal Michi-
gan Hero.”
Founded in 1968 and open to all

Michigan eighth grade students,
the contest encourages Michigan
youngsters to explore the great-
ness of America and its people. As
sponsor of the contest, Farm Bu-
reau Insurance has earned 11 na-
tional awards from the Freedom
Foundation at Valley Forge.

Owendale-Gagetown school offi-
cials recently announced second
marking period honor roll stu-
dents. 

3rd Grade:  Jessica Bowers,
Steven Hicks, Hunter Hoppe,
Rylin LaCroix, Mya McCreedy*,
Ava Sheufelt*, Ellen Tyler.

4th Grade:  McKenzie Baker*, Eli
Dubs-Peterson*, Chloe Fritz,
Aubrey Hellebuyck*, Brooklyn
Hunt*, Izabela Matuszak, Logan
Mihacsi, Alan Sagash*, Kennedy
Selden*, Anastacia Torrez*.

5th Grade:  JoAnn Baker, Em-
malee Engelhardt, Danielle
Hunt*, Lucas McKnight*, Sophia
Siens, Lucio Torrez, Lily Willer-
ton, Natalie Wood.

6th Grade:  Shelby Bowers,

Karsyn Gruehn*, Isaac Miller,
Hannah Wood. 

7th Grade:  Cristal Crandall, Alli-
son Haldane*, Amber Haldane*,
Dagon LaCroix, Erin Morrish,
Emily Schultz.

8th Grade:  Haden Gruehn, Made-
lyn Haldane*, Moneé Schember.

9th Grade:  Boyd Evans, Clay
Evans*, Jameson McKnight*,
Libby Ondrajka*, Alivia Roehrig.

10th Grade:  Carley Haldane,
Chase Howard, Kaitlyn LaCroix*,
Sierra Mascorro, Andrew Roemer,
Hailey Schave. 

11th Grade:  Jade Androl*,
Cordell Clarkson*, Austin
Coryell, Matthew Fritz*, Megan
Fritz*, Keyan Gruehn, Carlee

Rievert*.

12th Grade:  Emalee Bach,
Natasha Dubs*, Aaron Fahrner*,
Madyson Fuerst*, Morgan Ondra-
jka*, Sara Orzel, Michael Ray,
Luke Retford*, Kaitlynn Ross*,
Zane Schember, Benjamin
Schultz, Alyson Witzke*.
*Denotes all A’s

Semester Honor Students

The following student have been
announced to the first semester
honor roll for Owendale-Gage-
town Schools. 

6th Grade:  Shelby Bowers,
Karsyn Gruehn*, Isaac Miller*,
Conner Snear, Hannah Wood.

7th Grade:  Allison Haldane*,
Amber Haldane*, Dagon
LaCroix, Erin Morrish, Emily
Schultz.

8th Grade:  Haden Gruehn, Made-
lyn Haldane*, Dana Morrish,
Moneé Schember, Cydnee Waske.
9th Grade:  Boyd Evans, Clay
Evans*, Jameson McKnight*,
Hunter Meier, Libby Ondrajka*,
Alivia Roehrig.

10th Grade:  Branden Fritz, Car-
ley Haldane, Chase Howard, Kait-
lyn LaCroix, Sierra Mascorro,
Andrew Roemer, Hailey Schave.
11th Grade:  Jade Androl, Cordell
Clarkson, Matthew Fritz*, Megan
Fritz*, Carlee Rievert.

12th Grade:  Emalee Bach,
Natasha Dubs*, Aaron Fahrner*,
Madyson Fuerst, Morgan Ondra-
jka*, Michael Ray, Luke Ret-
ford*, Kaitlynn Ross, Zane
Schember, Benjamin Schultz,
Ashley Treder, Alyson Witzke*.
*Denotes all A’s

Owen-Gage announces honor roll students
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Here’s your chance to do something that you most
likely haven’t done before and feel good about doing
it.
Leatha Lineweber, a member of St. Peters Lutheran

Church in Bach, is celebrating her 102nd birthday. A
card shower is in the process, according to the fam-
ily.

If you would like to help make her day a special
one, send a birthday wish to: Leatha Lineweber, 6823
McGregory Rd, Gagetown MI 48735.

**********    

As many area animal lovers already know, the Pres-
ident of the Humane Society of Tuscola County
(HSTC) – Judy Murphy – passed away in early Feb.
following a brief illness.

Murphy was a founding member of the Caro area
Humane Society, and she spent much of her life mak-
ing sure that dogs, cats and other animals were being
cared for. Murphy was the driving force behind many
projects, such as her favorite event, the Pet Expo.
HSTC club members vow that they will find a way

to make sure Murphy’s legacy lives on. If you would
like to help, call 989-672-7387.

**********     

A picture is worth a thousand words.
Chuck Hendrick, the dad of 2006 Red Hawk grad

Ashley Hendrick, dropped off the above photo after
it was reported to the Chronicle that Sayge Cuthrell
became just the second player in Cass City High
School girls basketball history to record 1,000 career
points or more, with Cass City’s all-time leading
scorer – Shelly Ulfig (1,223 points) – being the other.
That was incorrect and others sports fans have con-

tacted the Chronicle office to say former Lady Red
Hawk star Padgett Randall also scored over 1000 ca-
reer points for Cass City. Stay tuned, I talked to Pad-
gett at last week’s girls’ basketball district final and
she says that her career point total is also on a ball in
her house that she’ll pass along at a later date.

Officials at our local school say records weren’t
kept very well for girls basketball over the years. Ac-
cordingly, if you can help to set the history straight,
contact athletic director Don Markel at 989-872-
2148.

**********   

I’ll take the heat for this blunder. Last week, I wrote:
The Cass City Gavel Club’s annual sunken car
fundraiser is an easy sell – and more importantly, a
big revenue source - according to club member Dave
Weiler.
The infamous junk car, that stood on top of lake ice

at The Pointe, a local housing development near
United Parcel Service, went thru the ice on February
22. 

That made Dan Curtis’ day as he pocketed $4,000
as the grand prize winner, while Jim Kranz and
Holly/Joe Cooper – they were off one day in each di-
rection – were the runners-up and each won $750.

My slip-up, the sunken car fundraiser, and Weiler
for that matter, belong to the Cass City Lions Club.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Ants and shrunken heads

like the coolest. It had a little bone in its nose. Its long
black hair was pulled back in a ponytail so it could be
carried or hung on a nail. It was awesome!
After recalling that, I guess there really is no account-

ing for some people’s taste after all.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

A recent conversation about ants with my grand-
daughter brought back a childhood memory of my
mother talking about the differences between city
cousins and country cousins.

I didn’t understand what she was talking about until
one visit to a cousin’s house who lived in Bay City
when I was about six years old. It was then that I
started to notice that going to visit them was like trav-
eling to another dimension.
I remember marveling at some of the differences be-

tween our homes. They had an indoor toilet and heat
that moved through tunnels to every part of the house.
I remember when a room was added to our farmhouse
to create a bathroom. It was great! And, our house had
a space heater that didn’t heat the house all that great.

Those were only minor differences. The difference
between city life and country life really hit home for
me when my cousin Rob got an “ant farm.” When we
visited, he would sit for hours watching the ants bur-
row in the sand in a glass box.
I could not understand what the big deal was for him.

On the farm, we had ants crawling all over the place.
He paid real money for a bunch of ants in a glass box!
Like, how lame is that?!

I pointed that out to my mother. She just laughed at
my observation and said there was “no accounting for
some people’s taste.”
Anyway, with my discussion about ant farms with my

granddaughter, I looked them up on the internet. I
learned ant farms were invented by mail-order entre-
preneur Milton Levine in 1956, and the correct name
for them is formicarium.

I also learned the farm’s ants were the Pogono-
myrmex californicusu species found in deserts, and
that those who collected the ants for Levine were paid
a penny per ant. An industrious collector could make
a couple of thousand dollars a week.

Some of the information I found had me respecting
Levine, but not for the hoarders like my cousin. I still
could not see the fascination of an ant for him. Thou-
sands of ants can still be found just walking down my
driveway, but apparently there was a market for them.
According to the information I found, more than two

million ant farms were sold between 1957 and 1958.
There is no accounting for some people’s tastes.
The articles explained that, before Levine started sell-

ing ant farms, his mail-order business sold novelties
via advertisements in back of comic books. He sold
toy soldiers, spud guns and shrunken heads, for exam-
ple.
I never knew there was a connection between the ant

farm guy and the shrunken head seller until I read that
article. In thinking about my cousin’s ant farm, I re-
membered my brother bought one of the shrunken
heads.
At age six, I thought my brother’s shrunken head was

The Cass City 
Chronicle
welcomes 

letters 
to the editor.

Letters must include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call
for verification, but won’t be
used in the newspaper. 

Names will
be withheld
from publi-
cation upon
request, for
an adequate
reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clar-
ity.

We will not publish thank you
letters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Youth concussion
injuries a priority

The risk of concussion young athletes face on the field,
court and diamond may not dominate the headlines
every other week, but it’s an issue state officials are
continuing to monitor – and address.

A good example are some recent changes to Michi-
gan’s Sports Concussion Law requiring more frequent
training and review of materials for coaches and others
involved in youth sports.

The law now requires coaches and other adults in-
volved in youth sports to complete online concussion
awareness training every three years, according to the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS).

Repeated concussions pose a higher risk for young
people, and in rare cases, can result in severe brain in-
jury or even death, which is why state officials took ac-
tion to protect them via legislation in June 2013,
making Michigan the 39th state to enact a law regulat-
ing sports concussions and return to athletic activity.
The law was amended in October 2017 via Public Act
137 of 2017.

Changes to the law require MDHHS to periodically
review its concussion awareness training program and
make recommendations regarding its frequency. It also
amends the definition of “youth athlete” to exclude a
17-year-old who is enrolled solely in a college, univer-
sity or other institution of higher education.
“There is ongoing research on concussions and their

effects on youth athletes,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief
medical executive with MDHHS. “Requiring the online
training be completed every three years instead of just
once ensures everyone involved in youth sports has the
most current information about the signs/symptoms
and consequences of concussions.”

A concussion is a serious brain injury caused by a
blow, bump or jolt to the head. It can occur in any sport
or recreational activity.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention (CDC), each year emergency departments in
the United States treat more than 173,000 sports and
recreation-related concussions among children and
adolescents.

Michigan’s Sports Concussion Law requires all
coaches, employees, volunteers and other adults in-
volved with youth athletics to complete an online train-
ing program. In addition, the organizing entity must
provide educational materials on the signs/symptoms
and consequences of concussions to every youth athlete
and their parents/guardians, and obtain a signed state-
ment acknowledging receipt of the information.
The law also requires immediate removal of an athlete

from physical participation in an athletic activity who
is suspected of sustaining a concussion. The student
athlete must then receive written clearance from a
health professional before he or she can return to phys-
ical activity.

In addition, sponsoring organizations must maintain
training program records for coaches and other adults
assisting with athletic activities. Organizations must
keep the signed educational material statements as well
as written clearance to return to play from health pro-
fessionals, and all records must be maintained for as
long as an athlete is involved with the program or until
he or she turns 18 years of age.

Have a Concern?
A Complaint?

Just want to 

voice your opinion?
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Amanda L. Dasho, 29, Caro,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
carrying a concealed weapon
(knife) Dec. 26, 2016, in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000. Sentencing is 
to be scheduled.

*Heath A. Holmes, 39, Vassar,
received a six-month delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no con-
test to malicious use of a
telecommunications device be-
tween June 5 and Sept. 25 in Vas-
sar Township.

He was ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $785.

*Richard D. Jeffrey, 50, Deford,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of guilty
to careless discharge of a weapon
– causing injury or death April 16
in Novesta Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,258.

*Joseph R. Bailey, 39, Vassar, re-
ceived a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no
contest to child abuse, second de-
gree, between Jan. 1, 2016, and
June 10, 2016, in Vassar Town-

ship.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $258 plus attorneys
fees of $500.
*Tyler J. Terbush, 25, Cass City,

was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail following his plea of
guilty to conspiracy to
delivery/manufacture a controlled
substance Aug. 15 in Caro. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on probation for three
years and ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,008.

*Bradley W. Chinoski, 48, Ham-
tramck, was sentenced to five
years to 20 years in prison follow-
ing his plea of no contest to home
invasion, second degree, June 17
in Koylton Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $258. Restitution in the case
is to be determined.

*Brandon P. Hutchinson, 34,
Caro, was sentenced to 210 days
in jail, with worksite privileges,
following his pleas of no contest
to two counts of violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by

failing to report a change in resi-
dence May 28 in the village of
Fairgrove and Feb. 24 in Indian-
fields Township. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $2,516 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Charles J. Parsell, 54, Vassar,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail
following his plea of guilty to car-
rying a dangerous weapon with
unlawful intent Sept. 11 in Vassar.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).  

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 24 months probation
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $758.

*Jacob A. Smith, 37, Cass City,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
following his pleas of guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle while
under influence of liquor and no
contest to domestic violence, third
offense, Sept. 30 in Elkland
Township.

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 24 months probation
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,158 plus attorneys fees
of $500.
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THE CASS City Police

Department is request-

ing assistance with an

ongoing investigation

in identifying the per-

son in this picture.

Anyone with informa-

tion is asked to call the

department at (989)

872-2911 or contact

Officer Ken Miller via

email at

ccpdmiller@casscity.o

rg.

Have you seen

this man in the

Cass City area?
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ATV crash claims life in Huron
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
say a man died in an ATV accident
over the weekend in Huron
County’s Hume Township.

Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson identi-
fied the victim as Curtis D. Thrift,
54, of Cottrellville.

“Early (Saturday) evening at
5:17 p.m., deputies from our of-
fice responded to a single rider
ATV accident on Sand Road,
about a half-mile east of Oak
Beach Road,” Hanson said. “It ap-

pears (the victim) was riding with
a friend, who was on another ATV,
and Curtis accelerated off on his
2013 Polaris. The friend then
came across Curtis, who had ap-
parently impacted with a drive-
way abutment on a curve and had
been ejected off.
“A neighbor in the area heard the

accident and rushed to the scene.
He and the friend then began life
saving efforts. However, they un-
fortunately were unsuccessful and
Curtis was pronounced dead at the
scene,” Hanson said.

“Among other factors of the ac-

cident, not wearing a helmet is
likely to be a major one,” the sher-
iff noted.

“Accident reconstruction
deputies from our office re-
sponded and processed the scene.
The Huron County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office has also ordered
an autopsy.”

The investigation is continuing,
according to the sheriff, who said
the Port Austin Fire Department
and Central Huron Ambulance
Service units assisted officers at
the scene.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Youtube saves
the day (again)

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Angela Braun has been named to
the dean’s list for the 2012 fall
term at Northwestern Michigan
University. She is a freshman ma-
joring in business. Braun is a 2012
graduate of Cass City High
School. She is the daughter of
Nancy Braun of Cass City.

Chuck and Kelli Hendrick of
Decker announce the engagement
of their daughter, Ashley Jo, to
Jonathan Derek Horton, son of
Steve and Sheila Kimball of
Houston, Texas, and the late John
Horton. Ashley received her Mas-
ter of Science Degree in occupa-
tional therapy from Saginaw
Valley State University. Jonathan
received his Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in sociology from Saginaw
Valley State University. A June
2013 wedding is currently being
planned.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

The Cass City School District
has a reputation for turning out
valedictorians en masse. It’s a
well-earned reputation, with the
district boasting as many as a
dozen valedictorians and 2 saluta-
torians in some years. Not any-
more. In fact, a revised scale for
determining grade point averages
that kicked in with this year’s
graduating class resulted in last
week’s announcement of one
valedictorian and one salutatorian
for the Cass City Class of 2008.
They are Derek Weidman, who
earned valedictorian honors with
a grade point average of 3.954,
and salutatorian Danielle Dela-
marter, whose boasts a 3.946
grade point average. Weidman,
the son of Dale and Maryke Wei-
dman, has been a member of the
National Honor Society for 2
years and has participated in a
number of community service
projects and activities. He has
been a member of Cass City’s soc-
cer team for 4 years, serving as
co-captain as a senior and earning
several honors, including second
team all-conference selection and
“Defensive Player of the Year”.
He has also been an academic all-
conference selection every year.
Delamarter, the daughter of Dan
and Sharon Delamarter, is also a
member of the National Honor
Society and has been active in the
all-school play, student council
and pom squad. She played var-
sity soccer 4 years, earning
scholar-athlete, honorable men-
tion and all-conference honors.

Jami Anderson of Elkton, for-
merly of Fremont, and Richard
Kubacki of Elkton, formerly of
Cass City, announce their engage-
ment. Jami is the daughter of
Thomas Anderson of Newaygo,
and Sherry Patterson of Fremont.
She graduated from Ohio State
University with a BA in commu-
nications, and is currently em-
ployed by Michigan Farm Bureau
in Bay City. Richard is the son of
Anthony and Mary Ann Kubacki
of Cass City. He is a graduate of
ITT, and is currently employed by
Tower Automotive in Elkton. The
couple is planning an April 26,
2008 wedding at St. Pancratius
Catholic Church in Cass City.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Rasmussen of
Cass City will welcome a new
“son” in August - - Carlos Andres
Lopez Quintero, a Youth For Un-
derstanding (YFU) International
Exchange student from Colombia.
Carlos, who will be a student at
Cass City High School, will live
with the Rasmussen family for an
academic year.

Jeffrey M. Love, vice president
for Academics at Baker College of
Flint, has announced that Janet
Kubacki of Cass City has been
recognized for academic achieve-
ment for the Fall quarter of 1992.
She is one of 435 students who
has been cited on the full-time
Dean’s List.
Ron McCormick of People’s Oil

and Gas congratulates Teri Wilson
after she received a special recog-
nition award at the company’s re-
cent annual awards banquet
honoring Employees of the Year
for 1992. Wilson, who has been
employed at the People’s Choice
Market in Cass City for 2 years,
was honored for her work in all

I’ll be the first to tell you I’m about as mechanically inclined as they
come. Not.
But I’ve learned to get by, thanks to Youtube, after seeing my wife uti-

lize this Internet gem over the years to obtain tips on do-it-yourself proj-
ects ranging from patching holes in drywall to laying a laminate floor
to ripping out and replacing a vanity.

There’s a big difference in our approaches to these challenges, how-
ever. She goes to Youtube first, while I try to tackle a project first uti-
lizing only my common sense and a box filled with tools, most of them
unsuited for the task at hand.

Hey, some jobs are so simple, I can’t help but laugh at the thought of
looking up directions. Well, until my efforts fail and nothing is funny
anymore.

Such was the case recently when I attempted to change the battery in
my old 2006 Impala, a former NYPD detective’s car that has since seen
its fair share of wear and tear on Thumb area roadways.
I disconnected the battery, but quickly realized it wasn’t going to sim-

ply slip out of the engine compartment. I was muttering under my breath
in no time. “Who designs these compartments without thinking about
the reality that someone, somewhere, might need to replace the battery?
I mean, seriously — how did they fit that thing into that tiny space in
the first place?”

Yeah, okay, I can hear some of you mechanically-incline geniuses
snickering at my expense. But let’s see you conjugate a verb on the fly,
recite AP editing rules by memory or crank out 20 inches of (relatively)
clean news or feature copy in a matter of minutes.
That’s what I thought.
Actually, I really envy the guys that can listen to a car, diagnose the

problem, run to the nearest auto parts store and, 15 minutes later, have
fixed the problem and are on their way.

I just don’t appreciate the way experts look at me after pushing me
into a discussion about cars and then forcing my hand by asking me a
technical question about adjusting the carburetor or troubleshooting a
clunker that won’t start. 
Granted, I’m sure it must be painful for a mechanic to listen to me try

to describe what might be wrong with my vehicle. I imagine it’s prob-
ably like those moments – which always make me cringe a bit — when
I hear someone tell me “They don’t have nothing”, or a server asks,
“What would youse like today?” Or when I hear someone say, “I seen
this or that”, etc.
I could go on, but I won’t, because I hate to digress.
Anyway, I tried to force the battery out (from every possible angle),

but no luck. So, I snuck into the house, fired up the old computer and
searched for “How to replace a battery in a 2006 Impala.”

Yup, sure enough, a Youtube video came up and, without nary a
snicker, the guy featured in the video demonstrated the need to loosen
a fuse box thingy and a brace before removing the battery. I watched it
twice (don’t judge) and was on my way back out to the driveway to put
my newfound knowledge to the test.

Mission. Accomplished. 
I had a similar experience some years ago when I first attempted to

remove the mowing deck from my tractor. Youtube saved the day then,
too.

Now, if someone would just post a few how-to videos targeting hus-
bands who occasionally say something snarky to their wives after al-
ready having ticked them off, I’d really be in business.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Linderman
or Decker announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Marian B.
to Ronald J. Badgley, son of Mr.
and Mrs. James Badgley of Har-
bor Beach. She is a 1965 graduate
of Cass City High School and is
presently employed by Clements
Co. in Deckerville. He is a 1963
graduate of Harbor Beach High
School and is presently employed
by Fisher Body in Grand Blanc.
An April wedding is being
planned.

Ernest G. Schwaderer of Cass
City was one of 370 who received
a master’s degree from Michigan
State University at the end of win-
ter term. Dr. Logan Wilson, presi-
dent of the American Council on
Education, spoke at the degree
awarding ceremonies where 1,172
pupils received degrees.
Schwaderer received his masters
in English. He had been teaching
at Bad Axe for eight years before
quitting for a year to attend MSU.
Prior to teaching he earned his BS
at MSU and his education-certifi-
cate at U-of-M in 1959. He is a
1950 graduate of Cass City High
School. Schwaderer said that he
plans to remain in teaching, but
has not yet decided where he will
work. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. E. G. Schwaderer of Cass
City.
John Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs.

Harry Wilson of rural Cass City,
has completed boot training at
Great Lakes, Ill. He graduated
March 1 and is spending two
weeks leave in Cass City. He will
report for duty at Norfolk, Va.,
March 18 on the USS Sierra. He
entered Naval duty in December.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)
Miss Mary Lou McCoy, daugh-

ter of Mrs. Ethel McCoy, of Cass
City, is first to join the WAAQs
from this city. She is also the first
to join from the Ford Highland
Park plant, where she has been
employed. Miss McCoy has
passed all examinations and is
subject to call at any time.

Saturday afternoon, Feb. 27, in
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Cross of Cass City, their daughter,
Miss Doris Elizabeth, became the
bride of Adelbert Hurd, also of
Cass City, son of Mrs. Wallace
Brown, of Flint

Miss Dorothy LaGina, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew LaGina,
of Unionville and Wilfred J.
Bedore, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. J.
Bedore, also of Unionville, were
united in marriage on Feb. 27,
1943, at 9 a.m., at St. Agatha’s
Church in Gagetown by Fr. John
McCullough. They were attended
by Miss Ruby LaGina of Detroit
and Thomas Rabideau of
Unionville.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)
Dr. I. A. Fritz of Cass City has

been appointed Director of Free
Dental Activities in Tuscola
county and is authorized to secure
the co-operation of the draft board
in this county. The appointment
comes from G. F. Burke, state di-
rector. The free dental service is
for selective service men from
Tuscola county. 

The Chronicle received a letter
Monday from Jacob C. Anthes,
now in France, He writes in part
as follows: “I am glad to see that
the condensary is going fine as I
helped to start it going. I broke
ground on something that is some
big over here as I was the first of
the workers to get on the job and
can say I got the first stone and the
first poles for the first cook house
in this camp and helped to Build
the first five cook houses here. “I
am sending you a dipping from
the New York Herald (Paris edi-
tion) containing an account of the
sinking of the Tuseania. This is the
ship I came over here on. She was
the last of the Anchor line. “The Y.
M. C. A. and the Red Cross are a
great help to us boys and everyone
should help them to help. The
weather is very warm here now.

Temporary suspension of the
meatless meal and of the special
restrictions against the use of pork
on Saturday was announced by
the federal food administration at
Washington on Sunday.  Increased
meat production and the necessity
for still greater savings in wheat,
it was declared, make the suspen-
sion advisable. The suspension
will last probably three months. 

job-related areas with special em-
phasis on customer service.

Jason D. Hales, the son of Janet
Hales of Deford and Donald
Vogler of Saginaw, recently en-
listed in the United States Army
for 3-year tour of duty as a Vulcan
crew member. He is scheduled to
report for active duty March 9 to
receive training at Fort Jackson,
S.C.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Tammy Zurek, a senior at Ubly
High School and the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Zurek of
Ubly, has been named a finalist in
the 1983 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program. Tammy achieved
this recognition by her high aca-
demic standing and excellent
scores on the PSAT-NMSQT and
SAT national testing. Finalists rep-
resent less than one-half of 1 per-
cent of all American high school
seniors and includes 13,000 stu-
dents nationally. Miss Zurek will
now compete for one of the 5,300
Merit Scholarships that will be
awarded for college study.
Barry Lapp scored 10 points and

pulled down 12 rebounds to help
Cass City to a win over the North
Branch Broncos Friday..

Winners in the America and Me
essay contest from Cass City In-
termediate School were, from left,
Carolyn Tuckey, first; Meg
Brown, second, and Mark Kap-
pen, third. Miss Tuckey’s essay
will now be entered in the state
competition and her name will be
engraved on a plaque at the
school. Each received a certifi-
cate. Farm Bureau Insurance
Group sponsors the annual contest
for eighth graders. Topic for this
year’s contest was “Why I am im-
portant to America’s future.”

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Hills and Dales General Hospital
births: Feb. 23, to Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Westerby of Cass City, a
boy, Michael Robert. And, Feb.
26, to Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Whit-
taker of Cass City, a boy, Jeffery
Scott.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Doerr of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Cynthia
Susan, to Tim Brinkman, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Brinkman of
Cass City. The bride-elect is a
1974 graduate of Cass City High
School and is currently complet-
ing prerequisites for the Hurley
Medical School of Nursing. The
prospective bride - groom is a
1972 graduate of Cass City High
School. Wedding plans are indef-
inite.

Morris Brown, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Willis Brown of Cass City,
graduated in December 1975 with
a bachelor’s degree in history and
a minor in business administration
and sociology from Saginaw Val-
ley State College. He is presently
employed at Arjay Manufacturing.
He is a 1966 graduate of Cass City
High School. He served in Viet-
nam from 1967 to 1968 and is
married to the former Sharon Mat-
lack who is a 1973 grad of SVSC.
She is employed at Dow Chemical
as an executive secretary. The
couple resides in Cass City.

Mrs. Phyllis Root of Gagetown
and Mrs. Liz Taylor of Kingston
have been honored by the Michi-
gan Cystic Fibrosis Chapter for
their efforts on behalf of lung-
damaged children. The C-F Foun-
dation annually presents such
awards to their key volunteers
throughout Michigan who have
dedicated thousands of hours to
organizing and conducting pro-
grams of public education and
fund-raising, State Campaign
Chairman Gene Riley said.

Grover Laurie, Gagetown, has
been named to the Southern
Michigan Marketing Committee
of the Michigan Milk Producers
Association. Laurie was chosen
during recent elections held in the
11 geographic districts of MMPA.
Serving with Laurie from district
nine is Howard Ritter of Bad Axe.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Army Private Kenneth D. Stoll
Jr., 20, whose parents are of Cass
City, was assigned as a seaman
specialist with the 1097th Trans-
portation Company in Vietnam,
Feb. 21.
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News briefs
MADD program scheduled
CARO – Tuscola County Victim Services will host a presentation from
Mothers Against Drunk Driving of Michigan (MADD), entitled “No
More Victims”, Monday, March 12, from 5 to 6 p.m. at the Tuscola
County Medical Care Facility – Business Annex, 1301 Cleaver Rd.,
Caro.
MADD is available to help victims and/or survivors of drunken and/or

drugged driving crashes. The upcoming presentation will focus on the
organization and the services it offers.
More information is available by calling Nancy Almberg at (989) 673-

8161 (ext. 2).

Farmers continue check-off
MICHIGAN — Michigan corn producers have voted to continue the
Corn Marketing Program of Michigan (CMPM) – the state’s corn
check-off program – for another five years.
The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development con-

ducted the referendum early this year. For the program to continue, the
referendum had to pass by both the majority of corn farmers and the
majority of corn production voted. The referendum passed with 81 per-
cent of farmers voting in favor, representing 83 percent of the produc-
tion voted.

“We’re pleased that Michigan’s corn growers have voted so over-
whelmingly to continue the program,” said Tom Durand, president of
the Corn Marketing Program of Michigan. “The work of the check-off
program is more important than ever as we’re facing low corn prices
and other tough challenges in the farm economy. We will continue to
work hard on behalf of Michigan’s growers by investing in market de-
velopment activities, educational programs and research that will im-
prove the economic position of Michigan’s farm families.”

Headquartered in Lansing, the CMPM is a farmer-funded, legisla-
tively-established, statewide program that invests in research, education
and market development to enhance the economic position of Michigan
corn farmers.

Babysitting classes on tap
CASS CITY — Hills and Dales General Hospital will host a safe sitter
course Tuesday, March 27.
The Safe Sitter Course is designed to prepare students in sixth to eighth

to be safe when they’re home alone, watching younger siblings, or
babysitting.  The instructor-led class is filled with fun games and role-
playing exercises.

The class fee is $25, which includes lunch and a Safe Sitter Handbook.
Partial scholarships are available for students who qualify for free or
reduced school lunch.

Pre-registration is required by Tuesday, March 20. More information
is available by calling Kathy at (989) 912-6365.

Hospital planning health fair
CASS CITY — Hills and Dales General Hospital will host its annual
spring health fair from 7 to 11 a.m. Saturday, April 14.
There will be discounted labs, health screenings, vendors, and refresh-

ments. For more information, call 989-872-2121 or email
healthfair@hdghmi.org.

Weather spotter class slated
CARO — There will be a free severe weather-tornado spotter workshop
Tuesday, March 20, starting at 7 p.m. at the Tuscola County Medical
Care Facility on Cleaver Road in Caro.
People who successfully complete the class will be “informed weather

spotters” with the National Weather Service. The National Weather
Service SkyWarn Training is being sponsored by the Tuscola County
Emergency Management Office.

To register, call (989) 673-5181 or email tcemanderson@tuscola-
county.org.

Wildlife focus of workshops
UBLY — Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) along with
several other agencies is sponsoring workshops targeting landowners
who what to attract wildlife to their property.  
The programs focus on how to plant, manage, and fund grassland habi-

tats on private land. Grassland habitats provide food for wildlife, and
grasslands filter water.
The workshops include one planned for Tuesday, March 13, at 7 p.m.

at the Rooster Ranch on Germania Road in Ubly.

“Great start” fundraiser set
CARO – The Great Start Tuscola Imagination Library will be hosting
its annual fundraiser Thursday, March 8, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 903 Ryan Rd., Caro.
The program is part of the nationwide Dolly Parton’s Imagination Li-

brary, a book gifting program that mails free, high-quality books to chil-
dren from birth until they begin school, no matter their family’s income.

The fundraiser will support the Tuscola County effort via silent and
live auctions and raffles, and will feature dinner and drinks. Purchasing
one $30 ticket to the event provides enough funding to purchase books
for one child for an entire year, according to event organizers.
Tickets are available by contacting Rachael Koepf at (989) 673-2144

(ext. 30325) or by emailing greatstarttuscola@gmail.com.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Celebrate St. Patty’s Day at Battels

THE KINGSTON Elementary Destination Imagination Team recently earned first

place at the regional tournament in Clare. They will now be headed to the state tour-

nament in East Lansing April 14. Team members are (from left) Heidi Williams, Nikki

Lynn Lloyd, Heidi Matheny and Ashlyn Walker. Destination Imagination is an after-

school activity in which students work in teams to solve challenges and present their

solutions at tournaments. It’s the world’s largest creative problem-solving program

and includes kindergarten through college-aged students who are challenged to de-

velop life skills while solving challenges through unique hands-on experiences in the

sciences, technology, mechanics, engineering, theater, improvisation, goal setting, time

and budget management, team building and leadership.

Cardinals state tourney bound...

for the kids!”
The day also offers visitors the

opportunity to learn the ins and
outs of maple syrup production as
they see first-hand how the sap is
gathered and boiled, and take a
guided tour.
The family also annually hosts a

special Homeschool Maple Syrup
Day: History Walk – slated for
Thursday, March 29, starting at 10
a.m. There’s no charge for home-
school families for this educa-
tional tour, which will invite
participants to step back in time to
“meet” George and Annie Battel
in 1882, Bessie Battel in 1928, Art
Battel in 1982, and other cos-
tumed presenters who share the
stories of their lives and how real
rural families lived at different
points in American history, along
with the history of maple sugar-
ing.

Both tours will be held rain or
shine, and everyone planning to
attend is encouraged to dress for
the weather and plan to be out-
doors for a couple hours (it can be
10 degrees colder in the shaded
woods). The ground is uneven
with tree roots and can be quite
muddy or snowy. Layers and
boots are recommended.

The Battels’ sugaring operation
is located just a few miles north-
east of Cass City at 7964 Daus
Rd., also known as Ritter Road
(1.25 miles west of M-53 – look
for the white sugar shack in the
woods to the west of the brick
farmhouse).

The Battel family, including
Mark and Diane Battel and their
son and daughter-in-law, Bob and
Sue Battel, and their children, has
been producing high-quality,
wood-fired, pure maple syrup in
the same woods near Cass City
since 1882.
While some things have changed

since the Battel ancestors of the
19th century boiled sap in an open
kettle, the basic process is still the

Continued from page one. same – and nearly as quaint.
In the spring, as the sun begins

to warm the sugar maple trees –
yet winter’s grip still brings freez-
ing temperatures at night – family
members start the annual tradition
of tapping trees.  Sap is coaxed
from the sugar maples and boiled
for hours over a rolling fire until
nothing remains but pure syrup.

It takes about 40 gallons of sap
to produce one gallon of syrup.

The Great Fires of 1871 and
1881 that swept across the Mid-
west managed to miss the family’s
stand of more than 300 sugar
maple trees, although much of the
surrounding Thumb was devas-
tated.
These days, the Battel sugarbush

continues to produce a bounty of
sap, and while spring weather in
any given year is unpredictable in
Michigan, the family is reporting
the prospects are good for a boun-
tiful season.
“So far we canned almost 14 gal-

lons of syrup on one day, Feb.
28,” Sue Battel reported Friday.
“The season is just beginning, so
we hope that tops 200 gallons by
the time we’re done.
“It’s (sap) not likely to run today

with it being cold after the snow,
but the season looks pretty much
perfect for the next 25 days, which
is as long as my Accuweather
forecast shows,” she added.

“The syrup season definitely is
running earlier and earlier every
year. I have old diaries kept by a
great uncle who farmed near
Capac, and he talks about making

syrup in mid-April,” Battel said.
“These days the season is starting
in late February and running
through late May, and scientists
who have studied sugar maple
trees say this earlier and earlier
trend will continue.”

“This year we put out 920 taps
altogether. That includes the 217
taps put out by Addy and Ethan
(Healy) for their County Line
Kids Pure Maple Syrup (busi-
ness),” said Battel, who noted the
family business is continuing to
branch out.
“This year our 12-year-old, Dori,

is starting her own business,
‘Dori’s Sweets’,” she added. “She
will make candy treats. At our
open house she’ll be serving up
warm maple-cinnamon candied
almonds.”
And, of course, visitors to the up-

coming open houses will have the
opportunity to take home some
pure maple syrup.

“Our customers primarily buy
pints, quarts, half-gallons and gal-
lons (of syrup),” Battel said. “The
kids fill some of those larger con-
tainers, but mostly specialize in
smaller, pretty syrup jars that
make nice gifts.”

Editor’s note: Additional infor-
mation on the open houses can be
found by visiting the family’s web-
site at battelsyrup.weebly.com,
their Facebook page at Battel’s
Sugar Bush Pure Maple Syrup, or
via email at
BattelSyrup@gmail.com.

Ubly council appoints 3

Continued from page one.

pointed president pro-tem during
the meeting. “They will serve
until the next election.”

Others on the council include
Treasurer Kelly Pearce and

trustees Victoria Rutkowski,
Susan Schrader and Jason Nicol.

At its February meeting, the
council approved sending a certi-
fied letter to Trustee Larry Go-
mowicz that his village seat was
terminated due to non-attendance
of village meetings.

“He (Gomowicz) had (techni-
cally) quit. He hadn’t attended any
meetings for some time, but had
not sent an official letter resign-
ing,” Brown said of why the letter
was sent.

In other matters, the council ap-
proved the village’s parks and
recreation plan, opening the door
to begin the process of applying
for Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) grants.
Among the improvements under
consideration are upgrades to the
park pavilion, a walking trail and
handicap accessible restrooms.

The Spicer Group has been hired
to help the village write and sub-
mit grants.

Also, there will be a planning
commission meeting Monday,
March 19, at 7 p.m. at the senior
center, and there will be a recre-
ation plan funding meeting the
same day at 6 p.m. at the village
hall.
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Continued from page one.

Robo Hawks make it to state finals

Kingston Village

In the village of Kingston, the two-year term of President Robin La-
Fond is expiring along with the four-year terms now held by trustees
Corry Skinner and Roger Warrington. Also, a partial term being com-
pleted by Trustee Robert Phagen is expiring, and one vacant seat will
be filled.
The election for those seats will be in November. 

Cass City Schools

In the Cass City School District, the four-year terms now held by
school board President Alice Zaleski, Treasurer Dave Osentoski and
Trustee Stacey Bliss are expiring.

Kingston Schools

In the Kingston School District, the terms of trustees Dave Kolacz,
Anthony Goss, L. Jeffery Phillips, Mark Huggett and Janet Mutch are
all expiring.

Owen-Gage Schools

In the Owendale-Gagetown School District, the four-year terms of
Matt Roemer, Sarah Ondrajka, Terry Fahrner and Tom Jeffery are ex-
piring. 

County seats

The six-year term of Tuscola County Probate Judge Nancy Thane will
be expiring, as will the two-year terms of all Tuscola County commis-
sioners.
Voters will be filling the seats held by the following board members:
*District One Commissioner Tom Young, who serves Akron, Colum-

bia, Elmwood, Elkland, Fairgrove, Gilford and Wisner townships.
*District Two Commissioner Thomas Bardwell, who serves Almer,

Kingston, Novesta, and part of the city of Caro.
*District Three Commissioner Kim Vaughn, who serves Dayton, Fre-

mont, Indianfields and Koylton townships.
*District Four Commissioner Craig Kirkpatrick, who serves Arbela,

Millington, Tuscola and Watertown townships.
*District Five Commissioner Matthew Bierlein, who serves Denmark,

Juniata and Vassar townships, and the city of Vassar.
In addition, the six-year terms of Tuscola County road commissioners

Gary Parsell and Pat Sheridan are expiring.

Townships

Voters in Ellington, Elmwood and Koylton townships will all be elect-
ing individuals to serve partial terms as clerk.

For some residents heading to the polls, the coming elections will be
the first time they get to use new voting machines — Dominion Voting
Systems — that were put into use toward the end of 2017. The new
equipment includes ballot tabulators, accessible devices for use by vot-
ers with disabilities and election management and reporting software.
According to Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fetting, the new voting ma-

chines will use digital optical scan technology which will increase ease
of use for voters and election officials as well as offering speed and
convenience of the latest ballot scanning and election night reporting
technology while at the same time featuring a paper ballot that can be
gone back and looked at if necessary.
So far, only voters in the Kingston School District and Dayton Town-

ship have used the new machines, during last year’s November elec-
tions.
Voters in Huron County used the new voting machines last year to fill

council seats in Bad Axe and Caseville, and to decide a bond issue in
the North Huron School District. In Sanilac County, meanwhile, voters
have not had the opportunity yet to use the new equipment.

Continued from page one.

Busy election year on tap

Deadlines

Filing deadlines for the August primary election are April 24 at 4 p.m.
for partisan candidates, and May 8 at 4 p.m. for precinct delegates.
For those running in November, the filing deadlines are:
*July 19 at 4 p.m. for district library candidates and candidates without

a political party affiliation.
*July 24 at 4 p.m. for board of education and village council candi-

dates.
*Aug. 7 at 5 p.m. for city council candidates.
Filing packets are available at county clerks offices.

MacAlpine, Braden Murdoch and
Drake Smith, finished in ninth
place over all among 24 teams in
the final round.

In addition, the Robo Wild
Wings (team members are Braden
Bailey, Trysten Gruber, Cameron
Owen, Sage Sanders and Ethan
Schrader) finished in 17th place,
while the Havoc Hawks – Lance
Britt, Ethan Hall, Isaak Keyser
and Ethan Westendorf – placed
22nd.
There are still a few spots (up for

grabs) at world finals to be deter-
mined by tiebreaker criteria,”
Woloshen said. “We will know by
Wednesday if the Killer Hawks
are offered a spot.”
The elementary robotics program

is called VEX IQ, a snap-together
robotics system designed to offer
young students a challenging in-
troduction to the areas of Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Math (STEM) skills through
hands-on, student-centered learn-
ing. 

“The robotics kits are built and
modified by students,” Woloshen
explained. “There is a basic
model, and students decide how to
modify it to best suit the chal-
lenge. They use a snap-together
construction of assorted pieces.”

The goal is for the students to
create robots that will efficiently
perform tasks.

The VEX IQ Challenge, pre-
sented by the Robotics Education
and Competition (REC) Founda-
tion fosters students’ development
of the teamwork, critical thinking,
project management, and commu-
nication skills required to prepare
young people to become the next
generation of innovators and
problem solvers.
This year’s challenge was named

the VEX IQ Challenge Ringmas-
ter, which was played on a four-
foot by eight-foot rectangular

field.
In a nutshell, two robots would

compete together as an “alliance”
in 60-second-long teamwork
matches, working collaboratively
to score points. The object of the
game was to attain the highest
score by moving, manipulating
and organizing plastic rings within
the competition area.

Woloshen, a veteran Cass City
educator of more than 20 years,
was first approached to head up
Cass City’s then-new elementary
robotics program during the 2016-
17 school year.

During that inaugural season, in
a matter of about three weeks,
Woloshen’s students – a girls’
team and boys’ team – learned
what it takes to compete, built ro-
bots, practiced and then competed
in Bad Axe, where the boys’ team
placed first, earning a trip to the
state finals.

Woloshen, who pointed out that
Larry and Bunny Keyser along
with the Mack family have been

faithful sponsors of the elemen-
tary robotics teams, says he’s al-
ways looking for other individuals
and businesses who might be will-
ing to join the program as spon-
sors in order to further build the
program.

Following Saturday’s competi-
tion, he was quick to credit his
teams’ success, in part, to the as-
sistance of Lyle Severance and
Reed Keyser, who are both part of
the Cass City Public Schools’ in-
formation technology department,
and who both serve as coaches for
the Cass City High School robot-
ics program.

At the same time, Woloshen
added, the kids deserve a great
deal of credit.

“This is about the kids. They
built these robots and fix them
when something goes wrong with
them – I don’t think I have
touched a robot, and that’s the
way this program is supposed to
be,” he said.

BRADEN Bailey (center) and Trysten Gruber

of Cass City’s Robo Wild Wings team confer

with a judge to verify their score during Satur-

day VEX IQ Challenge Ringmaster State Tour-

nament in Charlotte.

HAVOC HAWKS team members Lance Britt

(left) and Ethan Westendorf (center) discuss

strategy with an “alliance” partner Saturday.

Hawks in action...
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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(989) 912-2440
Nicholas P. Bliss

Financial Advisor
6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38

Cass City, MI 48726
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Hills & Dales General Hospital  

presents our Annual Spring Health Fair 

 

 Friday, April 8, 2016       

 7:00am - 1:00pm 

 

Lab Screens - All 3 for $15  

  HBA1C (blood sugar), TSH (thyroid) and Cholesterol Panel  

        *12 hour fast recommended 

 
Carotid Artery Ultrasound Screen- $55.00  

  *Must call (989)912-6295 to schedule this service,  

  appointments are limited. 

 
PSA Screenings  

 
Free Blood Pressure & Oxygen checks 

 
Free Balance Assessment 

 
Light refreshments and important health information 

 For questions about the Health Fair, please call  

Community Education at (989)912-6365 or visit www.hdghmi.org 

SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 

CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE

During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 

gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 

 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.
 

 your appliance exhaust vents.
 

 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 

 shovel that could damage the meter.  

 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  
 

 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)
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THE LATEST Red Hawk Award of Excellence

recipients are pictured above with Cass City

School Supt. Jeff Hartel. They are Rylie Ligrow,

fourth grade (left), and Abbey Halabis, eighth

grade.

Ligrow and Halabis
latest recipients of
the Red Hawk award
The Cass City Board of Education last week recognized the latest re-

cipients of the coveted Red Hawk Award of Excellence.
They are Rylie Ligrow, a fourth grade student and the daughter of

Laura and Jon Ligrow, and Abbey Halabis, an eighth grade student and
the daughter of Melissa and Marc Halabis.

During the months of October, December, February and April, each
school building staff is asked to nominate students for the award in
order to recognize students for leadership, service, outstanding behav-
ior, excellent academic performance, being most improved or other ac-
complishments in or outside of school.

The nominees and their families are then invited to attend a school
board meeting, during which teachers, administrators and the board
members themselves congratulate each winner and present them with
a maroon ribbon and certificate.

The district’s fourth grade teaching team of Lisa Green, Cori Gniewek
and Robin Beckrow nominated Ligrow for the honor.

“Rylie is an all-A, all-year student at Cass City Elementary School,”
Green said.

“She is a very responsible student who turns in her work on time and
neatly done. She is also the alternate speller for the fourth grade Tuscola
County Spelling Bee, which in itself is no small task,” Green added.

“She loves to read ‘girlie’ novels. And quite possibly the quality that
is most endearing with Rylie is her smile that lets us know she is up to
any task – academic or otherwise – that we ask her to do.”

Christin Hempton, dean of students at Cass City Junior-Senior High
School, nominated Halabis for the Red Hawk Award of Excellence, de-
scribing her as the “true definition of a selfless kid.

“She is always kind, caring and truly wants what is best for those
around her,” Hempton said. “She is a student advocate and stands up
for what is right. When new students come to our school, Abbey is won-
derful at showing them around and assisting in acclimating them to the
building.
“One of the most impressive things about Abbey is her positive ‘can-

do’ attitude,” Hempton added. “She always has a smile on her face and
is a joy to be around and work with. In addition to those great qualities,
Abbey is also a community volunteer; she helped (during) the ‘citizen
of the year’ dinner, and you can always see her at the ball fields as an
umpire.

“With her motivation and drive, it is clear that Abbey will be very suc-
cessful in many aspects of her life,” Hempton said. “I look forward to
working with her in the next four years to come.”

MORE THAN 200 youngsters registered for the “Kids Winter Olympics” event

sponsored by Revive Ministries Saturday at Cass City Junior-Senior High School.

In keeping with the theme, there was curling, snowball relays, ski jumps, bob-

sledding, an indoor sledding hill and other simulated winter sports along with

face painting. “We served pizza for lunch and Thumb Bank and Trust provided

ice cream sandwiches,” Revive official Jaime Fritz said. Among the kids who par-

ticipated were Noah Brown (on slide), Mia Hopper (bottom photo, left) and Riley

Ligrow, Kilee Hopper and Ella Ligrow (bottom photo, right).

Winter Olympics, Revive style!


