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No injuries in train
derailment last week
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Recalling “The
Flood” of 1986

Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

RAINFALL TOTALS ranged from one to three

inches across mid-Michigan early last week, leav-

ing rivers and drains swollen across the region,

including the Cass River in the Thumb. The pre-

cipitation left a portion of Sanilac County’s Ever-

green Park off M-53 (above) under water for a

time. At left, flood waters just south of Cass City

near River Road rose to within several feet of the

Jeff Parsell residence on Cemetery Road.

Evergreen (Water) Park...

Senior charged in threat allowed to graduate

Village council

votes to continue

funding for TCAA 

Teresa Scollon Moveen Prize winner
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A former Cass City resident who has made a name for
herself as a poet, author and educator
recently added another honor to her re-
sume: winner of a Moveen Prize.

Teresa Scollon, who resides in Tra-
verse City, is among the latest recipi-
ents of Moveen Prizes, which are
awarded in different categories and
recognize early promise, ongoing ex-
cellence and lasting merit in the work
of Michigan artists in a variety of gen-
res and pursuits. The prizes are funded
by Lynch and Sons Fund for the Arts.

Scollon’s prize comes with a travel
grant and a month-long artist’s resi-
dency on the West Clare Peninsula in
Ireland, in the townland of Moveen at the ancestral
home of writer Thomas Lynch.

“The Moveen Prize is to acknowledge the work of
poets who devote much of their time to teaching poetry,

both the reading and writing of it,” Lynch explained.
“It is a prize of time and space to spend on their own

work, away from the classroom, in a place free of ob-
ligations and full of inspiration,” he said. “It honors the

work of writers who have not only pro-
duced work of merit, but who have made
time to instruct and mentor others to ad-
vance the art of poetry in the wider, often
underserved community.”

Scollon represents exactly that, accord-
ing to Lynch.
As the instructor of the Front Street Writ-

ers writing program at the Traverse Bay
Area Career-Tech Center, Scollon works
with students from a five-county region
(Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalka-
ska and Leelanau counties) to engage in
programs like Poetry Out Loud, a national
initiative which encourages memorization

and performance of poetry.
For many students from rural communities, this is

their first real exposure to creative writing and the

Teresa Scollon

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City High School student facing a criminal charge
after allegedly making a threat against the district early
this year won’t be expelled, but he won’t be allowed to
finish his senior year alongside his classmates, either.

That was the decision of the Cass City Board of Educa-

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 7.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

The Cass City Village Council and its attorney, Jason
Bitzer, met behind closed doors Monday to discuss leav-
ing the Tuscola County Airport Authority (TCAA).
After 40 minutes in closed session, the public was invited

back into the regular monthly gathering of the council to
hear Bitzer’s opinion on the long-lasting feud among vil-
lage trustees, who haven’t been able to come to an agree-
ment on whether to continue contributing financially to
the Caro airport.

According to Bitzer, if Cass City were to extract from
its agreement with the airport, the village would be obli-
gated to pay the TCAA a one-time fee.
“But there are no indications of any other payments

owned, except the one-time payment,” he said.
Trustee Tom Herron, who strongly opposes being just

one of three entities in the TCAA, offered a motion to
have Bitzer draw up papers to leave the authority, which
is currently supported by Caro, Cass City and Indianfields
Township.

Please turn to page 8.

tion Monday night after meeting in closed session to con-
sider senior Dalton Powell’s educational future.
Powell, 17, of Gagetown, was formally charged and was

recently bound over to Tuscola County Circuit Court after
waiving his preliminary examination in district court on a
felony charge alleging he made a threat against the school
on a social networking site last month.

He is charged with making a threat of terrorism, which

is punishable by up to 20 years in prison and/or a maxi-
mum fine of $20,000.
Powell remains free on a $50,000 bond (10 percent).
Following Monday’s executive session, held during the

school board’s regular monthly meeting, the board ruled
Powell’s ongoing suspension will continue, but he will be
able to complete his remaining academic requirements in
order to receive a diploma from the district.

Thumb district: school threat a rumor
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Another blow was dealt to a Huron County community
last week, just days after law enforcement officials were
called to investigate an apparent double murder-suicide in-
volving a Sebewaing family.

Because of a threat to “shoot up” Unionville-Sebewaing
Area Schools, district officials implemented a lockdown
for about an hour last Wednesday.

“We received a phone call from a relative of one of our
students. The individual reported that they had received a
text from a student (who) had heard rumors of a gun
threat,” said USA Schools Supt. George Rierson, who
called 911 and implemented a secure mode at the schools.
An investigation was initiated, with several students ques-

tioned, and a search of school facilities was conducted.
While district officials were doing that, Todd Schember of
the Huron County Sheriff’s Department responded to assist
with the incident. 

The investigation by school officials and Schember de-
termined the conversations between students led to a rumor
about a possible gun threat that was texted to the individual
who made the original phone call.

“It is my understanding the threat was unsubstantiated
rumor,” said Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson. “We
wouldn’t want anything to happen, so these situations are
taken seriously.”

Although the incident was unsubstantiated, it still sent
shockwaves through an already devastated community still
reeling from the reported double murder-suicide earlier this

Please turn to page 6.

QUAKER MAID Dairy Store owner Ka-

reem Khoury cleans up shards of glass fol-

lowing a “smash and grab” burglary at

his Main Street business in Cass City early

Monday morning. See story, page 8.

Smash and grab...
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Kristen R. Kawecki of Cass City
has graduated Saginaw Valley
State University with a Bachelor
of Science concentrated in nursing
in December of 2017. 

Kawecki graduated with Cum
Laude honors. To receive this
honor, students must earn a mini-
mum grade point average of 3.40

to 3.59.
Kawecki accepted a full-time po-

sition and is currently employed at
St. Mary’s of Michigan in Sagi-
naw. 

Kawecki is a 2012 high honors
graduate of Cass City High
School, and is the daughter of
Maureen and Mark Kawecki. 

Kawecki graduates 
with high honors

Kristen Kawecki

Cass City officials name honor students

Cass City Elementary officials
recently announced the second
marking period honor students. 

4th Grade
Lauren Bartnik*, Justin

Bergman, Rylee Bliss*, Carla
Cortes*, Addison Frederick*,
Owen Hall*, Lauryn Hempton*,
Kilee Hopper*, Ashley Jones*,
Kaleigh Kubacki*, Ali Learman*,
Rylie Ligrow*, Kenton Nicholas,
Haven Osentoski*, Brynn Pallas*,
Destiny Periso*, Kylie Perkins*,
Kaylee Peters, Jeevesh Prabaha-
ran*, Nickole Shimer, Zoe
Speirs*, Alivia Spencer*, Jackson
Anthony, Dylan Barrigar, Alli-
Lynn Connolly, Noah Dexter, Se-
bastian Esqueda-Alba, Chloe
Franzel, Gavin Franzel, Richard
Gibbons JR, Braylon Gutierrez,
Brady Halabis, Madelyn Hicks,
Natalie Horning, Madison Kulin-
ski, Breanna Miller, Veedell
Moore, Trenton Roberts, Eloisa
Ross, Sawyer Ross, Zachery

Schram, Andrew Slieff, Michael
VanWonterghem,  Ryker Wallace,
Griffin Weiler and Ashley Ziemba

5th Grade
Romina Basanez-Gastelum*,

Mason Brown*, Taryn Burpee,
Maia Estrella*, Alysa Fritz*,
Mason Gniewek*, Kacee Gray*,
Kian Hoppe*, Mackenzie Hud-
son*, Shelby Ignash*, Mia
Myers-Caister*, Madison Rad-
abaugh*, Emily Speirs*, William
Steely*, Carson Anthes, Taylor
Anthony, Lillian Betts, Elizabeth
Binder, Tim Burke, Alexis Cham-
pagne, Justin Daniels, Maya
Doerr, Landon Dubs, Madyson
Elston, Jermiah Harmon, Brooke
Hatcher, Mariah Henne, Delayna
Kaake, Eric Kester, Kaylee Koch,
Rylan Kruse, , Gabrielle Laming,
Brooklynne Limberger, Jarod
Mathewson, Brianna McKee,
Kylie McKee, Matthew Mellen-

dorf, Carson Moody, Roman
Muter, Trent Patrick, Angelina
Periso, Isabelle Phillips, Brayden
Pine, Parker Pisarek, Ali Roche-
leau, Katelyn Rockwell, Katrina
Sarles, Dylan Severance, Trevor
Tietjens and Eli Wright.

6th Grade
Zackary Burnette, Diana

Cortes*, Hailey Dubs*, Trysten
Gruber*, Jocelyn Guerra*, Ethan
Hall, MacKenzie Healy, Robert
Krueger II, Paula Learman*,
Brendan LeValley, Justin
MacAlpine, Cooper Mallory,
Nolan Medere, Claire Merchant,
Hailey Morrish, Braden Mur-
doch*, Cameron Owen*, Carter
Patrick, Ellie Perkins*, Sydney
Schefka, Landyn Schott, Ethan
Schrader, Cohen Sherman, Drake
Smith, Josie Spencer, Lucas
Tschirhart and Kennedy Van-
Wormer.

Officials at Kingston High
School recently announced the
following students for the first se-
mester honor roll, they are:

7th Grade 
Cortney Acker, Logan Cloyd *,

Ethan Green *, Ethan Harrington
*, Christopher Hoseclaw, Madi-
son LaFond, Lawson Lyons,
Emily McGee, Aryanna Miller,
Ashley Miller, Brooke Retan, Ste-
fanie Robinson, Conner Seaman
*, Wesley Sholes, Rachel St.
George, McKenzie Taylor, Hunter
Trovillion, James Wilson and
Coryn Zyrowski.

8th Grade 
Brandon Bombard, Brennen

Boyl, Madison Coyer, Joseph
Cryderman, Ethan Cumper,
Collen Dibble, Gaven Dibble *,
John Egan, Kristen Ensign, Carter
Geister *, Zachary Hayost, Isabel
Hurd, Summer Jenkins, Alex

Kotsch, Madilyn McMaster, Kali
Norris, Owen Phillips, Jacob Rayl
*, Angel Shiel, Nicholas St.
George *, Shayleigh Torrey, Ethan
Ulewicz *, Skyler Waite, Brook-
lyn Walker * and Libbie Whit-
more.

9th Grade
Thomas Barrett, Andrew Bitterle,

Hailey Bitterle, Jason Dibble,
Kealsie Dinsmore, Katelyn Du-
Russell, Elanor Gaiser, Colten
Gildner, Morgan Green *, Rayann
Harp, Kayla Hobson *, Hannah
James *, Paige Klupp *, Lillian
LaFave, Ronnie Lemke, Joslyn
Lupa, Dustin Peter *, Ella Retan
*, Alexandra Sherman, Chelsea
Smith, Jessica Stoll, Olivia
Ulewicz *, Lynneah VanHorn,
Trayton Wenzlaff *, Madison
Wieland and Samantha Wood *.

10th Grade 
Anna Ahern, Elissa Bicego,

Mason Biddle, Quinn Boucard,
Danielle Crisman, Jake DeLong,
Zoe Easlick, Collin Geister *,
Caleb Goss, Jack Green *, Kate-
lyn Iseler, Aaron Koehler, Payton
Kolacz, Jalen Little Thunder,
Ryan McGarvie *, Braden
Mosher, Wren Murdoch, Isaac
Muxlow, Evan Neff *, Madison
Nickens, Tristen Skinner and
Joseph Snover *.

11th Grade 
Maisey Bigelow, Gerilyn Car-

penter, Nathan Cloyd, Levi Cry-
derman *, Kendra DeLong, Jamie
Dibble, Jillyan Dinsmore, Dakota
Distelrath *, Kerra Elling, Connor
Henry *, Hunter James, Lily
Lyons, Camryn MacGuire *, Car-
ley Smith *, Colton Stadler, Mor-
gan Tallieu *, Gunnar Thompson,
Emily Warrington * and Roman
Wood.

12th Grade
Mariah Andrews *, Alexis

Board, Dezerick Carter, Abigail
Chappel, Lauryn Cumper, Grace
Dinsmore, Kasia Giddings, Gar-
rett Green *, Emily Hetzer, Noah
Hetzer, Riley Kinel, Hailey
Kowalski, Juliana Krych, Court-
ney Mallory, Samantha Moore,
Madisyn Pennington, Kira Peters,
Haley Pohlod, Zachary Rayl,
Daniel Schwarck *, Caitlyn Sher-
man *, Jada Shiel, Quin Western,
Alayna Williams * and Cassidy
Zyrowski *.

*Indicates all A’s

Local school announces
semester honor students 

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City



Tired of all the negative press surrounding today’s
youth? Here’s a dose of good news:
The tremendously successful “Meating the Need for

Our Village Hunger Project” in Cass City has re-
ceived another big boost, according to the Cass City
FFA, which last week reported the Dairy Farmers of
America (DFA) has given the group its single largest
donation yet — $2,400.

“This will go a long way in buying milk for Cass
City families,” said local FFA member Addy Battel.
“Thanks to Country View Bulk Foods for special
pricing, this $2,400 will pay for an entire year’s
worth of milk for families in Cass City through Re-
vive Ministries.

“Milk is a delicious way to get high-quality,
bioavailable protein into your body. This is espe-
cially important for senior citizens as calcium can
help prevent osteoporosis and provides protein which
helps cell regenerate. Milk is also incredibly impor-
tant for children whose bones and muscles are devel-
oping,” Battel added.

The “meating the need” campaign came to life in
the fall of 2014 as a group of Cass City area youths,
including Battel, Pearl Daskam, Ethan Healy and
Shane Auten were brainstorming ways to help with
hunger locally.
In its first year, the effort yielded distribution of an

impressive 600 pounds of beef, another 500 pounds
of pork and roughly 1,600 pounds of chicken to area
families. The students behind the effort have since
continued to expand their donations of hundreds of
pounds of meat by adding milk and eggs, all distrib-
uted to those in need through the Revive Ministries
food pantry in Cass City.
Congratulations are in order for these young people

and the adults who have backed their hard work, per-
sistence and compassion.

**********

The Cass City Gavel Club’s annual sunken car
fundraiser is an easy sell – and more importantly, a
big revenue source - according to club member Dave
Weiler.
The infamous junk car, that stood on top of lake ice

at The Pointe, a local housing development near
United Parcel Service, went thru the ice on February
22. 

That made Dan Curtis’ day as he pocketed $4,000
as the grand prize winner, while Jim Kranz and
Holly/Joe Cooper – they were off one day in each di-
rection – were the runners-up and each won $750.

**********   

Hurray for Cass City native Mason Erla!
The 2016 Red Hawk graduate missed his senior

year baseball season due to injury after earning All-
State honors three years straight, prior. Still, Erla was
able to sign with Michigan State University, but in
his rookie season suffered a season- ending injury
that required surgery to his pitching arm.
Fast forward to Sunday, red-shirt freshman Erla col-

lected his first college victory as the Spartans
blanked Pepperdine in Malibu, Ca.
Erla went five innings and recorded four strikeouts.

He allowed just two hits. Mason is the son of Chuck
and Michelle Erla. 
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Press power and ice jams

youngest son, who was supposed to be home under
room arrest. He was so BUSTED.
The power of the press can be a wonderful thing, or

not — especially for those who have their grounding
extended with the car keys taken away.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Some of my Facebook friends posted photographs
and videos of the break- up of ice and ice jams on the
Sebewaing River. Seeing those images brought back
memories of the power of the press.
I wrote a story about a handicapped woman who was

about to lose her house for back taxes because the
brother who took care of her finances passed away and
she didn’t realize the bill had not been paid.

After reading her heartbreaking story, a man from
Bay County stepped forward and paid the tax bill so
she could keep her house.

Then, there was an article about a little Millington
area boy who was severely injured in a farm accident.
His father was backing a wagon up in the barn when
the little boy noticed a ladder wasn’t hung up on the
wall. He ran behind the wagon to put the ladder up
where it belonged and his head was crushed between
the ladder and the wagon.

The community hosted a benefit dinner to raise
money for the family’s medical bills. The event was
so well attended, they had to turn people away because
they ran out of food. Despite that, people still left a do-
nation.
And, the woman who coordinated the fundraiser for

the boy stopped by to tell me about other donations.
She had a cabin up north and when she went on vaca-
tion there, she received substantial donations from
those in the area who knew she was trying to help the
little boy.

Long story short on that, a great deal of money was
raised to help the family. I was shocked that a simple
article I had written could have such an impact.

However, there is another side to all of this.
The power of the press really hit home for my

youngest son back when he was in high school. I don’t
remember the reason why, but he was grounded and
lost his car privileges for a while. 
I was busy covering a meeting when rivers started to

flood and ice jams piled up in the Sebewaing River. At
one time, I lived in Sebewaing so seeing ice jams was
nothing new to me, but they were a novelty to a new
reporter.
She took several photographs of the ice jams and peo-

ple standing on the bridge watching the water rise and
ice pile up. Front and center in the picture was my

District’s support of
walkout right move
Cass City School officials have taken a proactive ap-

proach to the prospect of local students participating
in an organized nationwide walkout next month to
protest school violence.
Women’s March organizers are encouraging students,

teachers and others to walk out of schools Wednesday,
March 14, to protest gun violence and demand that
Congress take legislative action on gun control.

The walkout, expected to involve schools across the
country, will take place one month after the shooting
at Marjory Stoneman Douglass High School in Park-
land, Fla., and is scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. and last
17 minutes – one minute for each victim who died at
the hands of a former student armed with a semi-auto-
matic rifle.

In Cass City, school officials announced Friday that
they are prepared to support students interested in tak-
ing part in the walkout in an organized, safe manner.
We applaud that stand, which has already drawn some

criticism from a handful of citizens who have expressed
fear that allowing students to briefly gather outdoors
could make them a target of similar violence.

In spite of those fears, we support the district’s deci-
sion.
Here’s why:
In his announcement regarding local participation in

the walkout, school Supt. Jeff Hartel made it clear that
everything will be done to ensure students’ safety, in-
cluding notifying local police and arranging for them
to be present to help secure the area during the event.
And, school staff members will be with students at all
times.

“Students will be required to leave and re-enter the
building through the front doors only. We want to make
this a learning/teaching moment for all of our students,
but it must be done in an orderly manner. School vio-
lence must stop!” said Hartel, who later noted the
walkout will be voluntary – no student will be required
to participate.
While school officials could have prohibited students

from participating in the demonstration and disciplined
those who do, the walkout represents an opportunity
for our younger citizens – some of whom will presum-
ably be leaders in this community and others in the fu-
ture – to take their own stand against school violence
and to express their opinions on an issue that concerns
us all.
This event gives students the chance to take some form

of action, to become advocates for change, rather than
remain on the sidelines waiting for their peers in other
communities and states take the lead.

Isn’t that a characteristic we want to encourage in
these young, bright adults?
We believe the walkout could also encourage our stu-

dents to become more vested in their school and com-
munity. In other words, we hope their involvement will
further promote a vital awareness among students
when it comes to identifying and immediately reporting
red flags such as a threat of violence – whether it be in
person, overhearing a conversation in a school hallway
or on social media websites — no matter how benign
or improbable it might seem at the time.
In the end, this is all about making schools safer, and

we have an obligation to let our students play a role in
helping to turn that mission into reality.
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Growing foundation for

Lexi testament to many

Please turn to page 7.

Dear editor,

There truly is something to be said for small towns
with dirt roads and fields for miles. There is some-
thing to be said for the people that live on those roads
and near those fields; they are the people that make
up our community and the surrounding communities.

If you are one of these people, I, Heidi Hartwick,
Lexi’s mama, and all of Lexi’s family want you to
know how much we appreciate your support.

You are the people that helped my family through
the life-changing journey we went through with Lexi,
from the devastating diagnosis, to the wish trip of her
life, the amazing benefit that was put on, her steady
decline and, ultimately, her death that took place dur-
ing the vigil that was taking place just outside our
front door.
You are also the people that have made and are still

making my daughter’s foundation possible. Without
your time, donations, participation and hard work,
there wouldn’t still be the Love for Lexi Paying it
Forward Fund.
Lexi was a six-year-old who had a smile that could

light up a room, a fashion sense like no other, and a
helping hand that never refused. She was a child with
a heart of gold. In Nov 2011, shortly after Thanks-
giving, we noticed she started losing the use of her
right side. We immediately started looking for the an-
swers. On Dec. 3, we received the news that our per-
fect six-year-old had an inoperable brain tumor called
a diffused intrinsic pontine glioma, also known as
DIPG.
This cancer has a less than one-percent survival rate.

We were told we had a couple weeks with her or we
could attempt a treatment that could prolong the in-
evitable. We opted for the treatment and received
seven precious months with her. During that time our
family and community was our support system that
helped carry us through.
The community came together and put on an unbe-



PAGE FOUR CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2018

Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*James R. Lafayette, 63,
Millington, pleaded guilty to a
charge of falsely reporting a
felony (larceny of property valued
at $1,000 to $20,000 March 29 in
Arbela Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Jason L. Elder, 36, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to domestic vi-
olence, third offense, Nov. 6 in
Mayville. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$15,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
*Brittney Alicia-Kali Ponder, 33,

Cass City, pleaded no contest to
larceny in a building Aug. 18-20,
2016, in Cass City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Angie L. Spencer, 30, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following her pleas of
guilty to three counts of
creation/delivery of a counterfeit
substance (hydrocodone), subse-
quent offense, between April 19
and May 17 in Caro.

She was also placed on 36
months probation and ordered to
pay court costs and fines totaling
$694 plus restitution of $130.

*Troy D. Hasse, 50, Bad Axe,
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $625 following his plea of
no contest to attempted possession
of a controlled substance (oxy-
codone) June 14, 2013, in Caro.

*Morgan M. Burhans, 29, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail,
with worksite privileges, follow-
ing the defendant’s plea of guilty

to a charge of uttering and pub-
lishing Sept. 7, 2016, in Almer
Township. Burhans was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony
conviction).
In addition to jail time, the defen-

dant was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $258 plus restitution
of $20.

*Gorden J. Roy, 55, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, following his
plea of guilty to home invasion,
second degree, July 24 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,008 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Edward M. Palmer, 40, Vassar,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail,
with worksite privileges, follow-
ing his plea of guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
Sept. 16 in Vassar Township. He
was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 60 months probation

and ordered to complete 480
hours of community service and
pay costs and fines totaling $1,258
plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Josue Montesinos, 36, Bad Axe,

received a one-year sentenced fol-
lowing his pleas of guilty to two
counts of identity theft. Court
records state the crimes involved
using another person’s personal
information to open and use credit
card accounts between Oct. 11,
2016, and April 10, 2017, in Elk-
land Township.

Montesinos was ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,326
plus attorneys fees of $500. Resti-
tution in the case is to be deter-
mined.
*Maralee J. Lyzun, 47, Caro, was

sentenced to six months probation
following her plea of no contest to
one count of identity theft be-
tween February 2016 and March
2016 in Novesta Township. Court
records noted Lyzun was charged
with using another person’s per-
sonal information to access the tax
exempt status attached to their ac-
count at a Tuscola County busi-
ness.
In addition to probation, she was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $358.

NO ONE was injured when the Huron and Eastern train derailed in the

village of Akron last week, according to the Tuscola County Sheriff’s De-

partment, which reported the incident occurred just before midnight

Tuesday. (Drone photo courtesy of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment) 

Sheriff: no injuries reported in
derailment in village of Akron

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department reported there were
no injuries in a trail derailment
last week in the village of Akron.
The incident occurred just before

midnight Tuesday when the
Huron and Eastern train, which
was traveling towards Sebewaing
at approximately 10 mph, de-
railed, according to information
posted on the department’s Face-
book page.

“The lead locomotive, 3034, and
the second engine, 2026, both de-
railed on a switch that had been
damaged just prior to the train

passing over it. This damage was
not reported,” Sheriff Glen Skrent
reported. “As a result of the derail,
the lead locomotive suffered a
puncture to its fuel tank which re-
sulted in the spilling of approxi-
mately 850 gallons of diesel fuel.

“Fortunately, there were no in-
juries and all of the cars…re-
mained on the track. Huron and
Eastern was able to bring in an-
other set of locomotives to re-
move all of the cars.”
The Akron fire and police depart-

ments initially handled the inci-
dent with the assistance of the
Tuscola County Office of Emer-

gency Management and several
personnel from the Huron and
Eastern Railroad. Young’s Envi-
ronmental was also immediately
called in to handle the fuel spill
clean-up.

“Additional agencies have also
been involved in the mitigation of
this incident, including the DEQ,
Michigan State Police-Emergency
Management and Homeland Se-
curity Division and the U.S. Coast
Guard,” Skrent noted.

The Akron Police Department is
continuing its investigation into
the rail switch damage.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Recalling “The
Flood” of 1986

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Justin Richard Sorenson of Cass
City and Lynzie Kay Grimshaw of
Davison announce their engage-
ment to be married. Justin is the
son of Craig and Carolyn Soren-
son of Cass City. Lynzie is the
daughter of Jon and Sandy
Grimshaw of Davison. The couple
is currently planning an April 13,
2013 wedding in Goodrich.
The Owen-Gage 2013 Snowball

King & Queen candidates are:
Courtney McCreedy, Donna Hop-
per, Kayla Montreuil, Brittany
Guilfoil, Michael Mandich, Dan
Jeffery, Brett Stockton and Jeremy
Jamieson. 
Topping Cass City’s 2013 Snow-

coming ceremony Friday was the
announcement of the Red Hawk
royal couple – Queen Taylor
Brown and King Cole Israelson.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Alyvia Mae Hollis was born Feb.
25, 2008 at 7:44 a.m., at Huron
Medical Center, Bad Axe, She
weighed 7 pounds, and was 20
inches long. Alyvia’s parents are
Amber R. Weiss and Eric T. Hollis
of Cass City. She is the grand-
daughter of Dan and Lori Weiss,
Rick and Connie Hollis, and
Dawn and Mike Karr, all of Cass
City. Her great-grandparents are
Stephen and Lois Papp, Larry and
Carol Hollis, and Tom and Linda
Herron, all of Cass City, and
Dwayne and Christine Weiss of
Brown City. Great-great grand-
mothers are Anna Papp and Carol
“Nanney” Schaufele, both of Cass
City, and Lorinda DeLong of
Florida.
Mason Erla, 10, of Cass City, re-

cently earned the right to advance
to state competition in an annual
Knights of Columbus free-throw
contest. Erla was among 7 area
youth who advanced to regional
competition held Feb. 23 at the
Bay City Boys and Girls Club. He
will now compete at the state level
Sunday, March 9, at Mount Pleas-
ant Sacred Heart School.  The
other local youth who advanced to
regionals are Logan Schenk, 9,
Bradley Thornton, 11, Lukas
Schenk, 12, Anthony House, 13,
Jennifer Kelly, 13, and Kyle
Hanby, 14.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Deford Cub Scout Pack 3593
celebrated its Blue and Gold Ban-
quet Tuesday, March 9. Cubmas-
ter Pennie Rienas passed out
many awards. Earning their Arrow
of Light, the highest award in the
Cub Scouting program, were:
Cory Kulinski, Scott Moore, Isaac
Parsell, Kaleb Parsell and Scott
Rutkoski.

After several hours of competi-
tion, Jamie Bodeis from Mayville
Schools emerged the winner of the
annual Tuscola County Fourth
Grade Spelling Bee, held Friday at
the Tuscola Area Skill Center in
Caro. The winning word was im-
panel. Cass City Schools were
represented by Randy Diebel,
Travis Hartwick, Christopher
Dorland, Billy Gage and Michelle
Derfiny. Also attending were al-
ternates Manisha Raythatha,
Christine Sheppard, Melissa
Schuman, Laura O’Dell and Je-
remy Klinkman. All spellers re-
ceived dictionaries, ribbons and
certificates from McDonald’s. Al-
ternates also received certificates
from McDonald’s.

Senior Lorianne S. Ondrajka,
Gagetown, has been named
Owen-Gage High School’s “stu-
dent of the month” for March. The
daughter of Clarence and Deb
Baker and Fred and Donna Ondra-
jka, she has served as a tutor,
treasurer of the Health Occupation
Students of America and member
of the Business Professionals of
America. A Homecoming and
Snowball queen candidate, she
has also been active in basketball,
volleyball, softball and track,
earning most improved honors in
track and most valuable player
honors in softball, Her future
plans include majoring in nursing
at St. Clair Community College.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)

Receiving first division ratings
Saturday were Yvette Hurd, clar-
inet, and Jeanne Marshall, clar-

My wife, Deb, and I nearly turned around while traveling on M-81 to-
wards Cass City en route to my job interview with former Chronicle
Publisher the late John Haire back in the fall of 1986.

The scenes of flooded fields left by two days of rainfall last week,
along with the melting of the remaining snowpack, sparked memories
of our first trip to Michigan’s Thumb region.
Frankly, my impression of the “Thumb” wasn’t all that glowing in the

first place, even before we left our native Grand Rapids.
For starters, after looking at a map of Cass City and surrounding com-

munities, I wondered why anyone would want to live in a region where
there are very few inland lakes and trout streams. 

At the same time, I had just spent a year working at a newspaper in
northern Michigan, in Leelanau County, a region that boasts some out-
standing fishing, not to mention the Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore Park, Leland’s Fishtown, etc.
As we got our first glimpse of Cass City, I had no idea we were arriving

in the middle of an historic weather event that is still referred to by
many as, simply, “The Flood”, although I suppose I should have figured
it out while glancing at a front page photo featuring folks crossing
Cemetery Road in a canoe, just south of town near the Jeff Parsell home.

If you weren’t here at the time, I can tell you last week’s rainfall –
which caused the Cass River to rise above its banks throughout Tuscola
County – was a mere drop in the bucket compared to the precipitation
local residents witnessed in 1986.

In fact, the September 1986 flooding was the worst flooding disaster
in 50 years, according to National Weather Service (NWS) records, with
total damage estimated at $400 to $500 million, including around $120
million in crop damage (the rains came right around harvest time).

The flood covered a 60-mile wide band across the central portion of
Lower Michigan, impacting some 14,000 square miles in 22 counties.
“Several estimates about the likelihood of such a flood like the one in

1986 were tossed about, such as a ‘100-year flood’ or a ‘500-year
flood’. But to the people of the flood-stricken area, it is known as ‘The
Flood” a NWS narrative of the disaster reads.
To put the rainfall amounts into perspective, last week’s two-day pre-

cipitation added up to anywhere from an inch and a half of rain to three
inches, depending on where you live in mid-Michigan.
From Sept. 10 through Sept. 12, 1986, the rainfall averaged an incred-

ible six to 12 inches, much of the deluge falling during a 12-hour period
Sept. 11. In the Thumb, Cass City recorded nearly 11 inches. Caro re-
ceived an estimated 11.51 inches, and, to the north, Bad Axe recorded
about 8.5 inches.
The Cass River in Vassar, with a flood stage of 14 feet, rose to an un-

precedented 24.82 feet, unleashing a nightmare in that community, with
all downtown businesses and more than four dozen homes flooded. The
river rose so quickly and forcefully, some people barely had enough
time to get out.

The storm exacted a huge economic toll on the largely agricultural
Thumb, but in the weeks and months that followed, residents responded
with the sort of courage and determination I’ve come to expect here.
In spite of all the water and mud that greeted us on that first trip, Deb

and I decided to call the Cass City area our home. We raised a beautiful
family and built careers over the past three decades, and we don’t have
a regret.

Well, I’m still a little ticked over the lack of inland lakes and trout
streams.

purchased from Mrs. J. Glenn Mc-
Cullough.

Allen A. Witherspoon, local in-
surance agent, was presented the
national quality award for 1967
from the New England Mutual
Life Insurance Company which he
represents.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Robert Riley of Caro left last
week for Fort Custer. Mrs. Riley,
the former Rhea Gruber of Cass
City, has gone to Ann Arbor where
she has employment, and their
son, Roger Douglas, is staying
with his grandparents, Mr. and
Mrs. Jacob Gruber. 

Corporal Frank McComb, who
has been stationed at Camp Davis,
North Carolina, and has spent two
weeks with relatives here, visited
relatives in Detroit a few days last
week. He left there Friday night
for Kansas City, Missouri, where
he will attend a radio school.

Aviation Cadet Robert James
Copland, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Laurence Copland of Detroit and
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Sim
Bardwell of Cass City, is with the
Army Air Corps at Maxwell Field,
Alabama, for his pre-flight train-
ing as a pilot. Robert has been in
the service since September, 1942.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Wm. Messner of Detroit was a
guest of his brother, Jacob Mess-
ner, Tuesday. Roy Messner of the
same city and a son of Jacob
Messner were here also. 

Friend Herb: I have had several
request for descriptions of camp
life in the few weeks I have been
here and take this opportunity of
letting you all know how it seems
to be one of Uncle Sam’s boys.
First of all I want to say that our
treatment here is fine. We have an
ideal bunch of officers and non-
commissioned men and if a man
tries to do the right thing, he has
nothing to fear from anyone. Our
meals are fine and our mess ser-
geant formerly was steward at the
D. A. C. of Detroit and we have
heard it said that during construc-
tion of the camp some of the elec-
tricians would walk up two miles
or more just to get in on his meals.
We get up at 5:45 a.m. have roll
call at 6 a.m. and breakfast at 6:30
a.m. after sick call for anyone who
wishes to see the doctor. At 7:00
we all go down to the stables to
water horses and it is a regular job
as there are over 160 head. After
watering, we usually get a groom-
ing kit and get plenty exercise
cleaning horses. We have some
rather spirited horses and it some-
times takes the combined efforts
of three or four of us to do them
justice. After grooming we usually
get a blanket and bridle and go for
a ride. We have lectures on lec-
tures on military topics and phys-
ical exercises then we have dinner
at 12:00 and after dinner usually
have more lectures or exercises
and at 3:30 we go back to the sta-
bles to water horses again. In re-
gard to feeding, it is usually done
by 6 of us who are chosen from
day to day and who are known by
the title of stable police. They do
all of the feeding except hay in the
afternoon and we all take a hand
at that. After watering and feeding
hay we come back to the barracks
for retreat at 4:30 and then our day
is done. For recreation we have a
player piano in the barracks and it
is usually very busy. We also have
the benefits of the Y. M. C. A., as
one of their huts is located just a
few steps from the barracks and
there we enjoy photo plays, have
song fests on some nights. I don’t
want to take up too much space in
the columns of the Chronicle.
Very sincerely, ARTHUR LIT-
TLE, Bat B., 329 F. A., Camp
Custer, Mich.

inet, Carol Lockard, piano, Scott
Harding, percussion, Annette
Stachura, clarinet and Suzy Scol-
lon, piano.
Elmer Brahmer, retired Bingham

Township fire chief, holds the
plaque he was presented in appre-
ciation for his 34 years with the
department, nine of them as chief.
His fellow firemen also voted him
“fireman of the year” for 1982.
Terri Summers was student of the

week for the week ending Feb. 11
at Cass City Intermediate School.
A seventh grader, she is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Larry
Summers of Gagetown. Most im-
proved student of the week was
Leroy Beecher, a fifth grader, the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Beecher of Deford. Student of the
week for last week was Mike
Britt, an eighth grader, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Britt of
Cass City. Most improved student
last week was Paul Tuckey, a sixth
grader, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Roy Tuckey of Cass City.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mr. and Mrs. John Luana and son
of Deford, Mr. and Mrs. Vern Mc-
Connell and Mr. and Mrs. Ronald
Speirs and children were dinner
guests Monday evening of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Speirs. The birth-
day of Mrs. Ronald Speirs was
celebrated.

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Hobart of
Gagetown announce the engage-
ment of her daughter, Karen Jayne
Link, to Norman W. Schaeffer of
Sturgis. The late Edwin Link of
Unionville is the brideelect’s fa-
ther, Miss Link graduated from
Unionville-Sebewaing Area
Schools and Concordia Lutheran
College in Ann Arbor. She is cur-
rently attending Cleary College in
Ypsilanti. Her fiance is attending
Concordia Lutheran College, Ann
Arbor. An August wedding is
being planned.
Private Duane Smith, son of Mr.

and Mrs. Daniel Smith, Deford,
recently was assigned as a radio
operator with the 84th Field Ar-
tillery in Heilbronn, Germany.
Pvt. Smith entered the Army in
October of last year.  He is a 1977
graduate of Kingston Community
High School.

Susan Wolak, a Central Michi-
gan University senior from
Kingston, was one of 116 students
inducted into the Phi Kappa Phi
honorary recently. This highest ac-
ademic honorary on campus in-
cludes students and faculty from
all areas of study.
Richard Jones, co-chairman, this

week announced the winners of
the George Washington sale days
free prize drawing sponsored by
the Retail Division of the Cass
City Chamber of Commerce. First
prize of $100 went to Sandy Wal-
ter. Second prize of $50 was won
by Mitz Blocher. There were four
prizes of $25 each. They were
won by Ruth Wichert, Mary Lee
Russell, Rose Quinn and Crystal
Forester.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

On January 8 the new high
school opened its doors for the
first time to the members of the
four senior grades. On Sunday,
March 10, the school will open its
doors to their parents so that they
may look over the new facility -
from kitchen to chemistry lab. The
Chronicle has taken a look, too. 

One of Cass City’s older busi-
nesses will change hands Friday
when Mac & Scotty Drug Store
will be sold to Mike Weaver, 27,
formerly of Mt. Pleasant. Weaver
has been in the drug store since
Feb. 20, but the change of owner-
ship will not become effective
until Friday, according to the joint
announcement made this week by
the principals. The business was
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month in the village of Sebewaing.
The bodies of Bob Bonini, 61, Margo Bonini, 60, and their adopted

daughter Katelyn Bonini, 21 were discovered Feb. 15 after the Sebe-
waing Police Department was asked to conduct a welfare check at the
family’s residence.

Police have indicated it appears Bob Bonini fatally shot his wife and
daughter before taking his own life. Few other details have been re-
leased. The case remains under investigation.

Continued from page one.

Ubly continues work
on park improvements

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Ubly Village officials continue to work on their park and recreation
plan, village improvements and grant opportunities.
Among the improvements under consideration are upgrades to the park

pavilion, a walking trail and handicap accessible restrooms. The village
hired the Spicer Group, an engineering, surveying and planning com-
pany, to write and submit grants.

Spicer Group representative Steve Rutkowski provided an update on
the park and recreation plan, and the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) grant timelines during a recent village council meeting.
Rutkowski explained that in order to secure grant funding, village offi-
cials need to obtain 10 to 15 letters of support along with a letter from
a disabilities’ group in the area.

The village’s next planning commission-master plan meeting will be
Monday, March 19, at 7 p.m. at the senior center. The session will focus
on the village’s park and recreation plan, according to Clerk Barb Butch.
The recreation grant isn’t the only funding village officials are pursu-

ing. Village Treasurer Kelly Pearce is also working on a Safe Routes to
School Grant and will be working with school officials to review side-
walks that need repair, as well as construction of additional sidewalks. 

In other business, the Ubly DPW is looking at connecting the water
main and also the storm sewer main on Margie Street to Agnes Street.
And, the council is considering the possibility of razing the Masonic

Temple at the corner of Main and Washington streets. Village officials
plan to approach the Bingham Township Board regarding assisting with
the purchase of the building so it could be torn down to open up that
corner. However, before anything is done, an asbestos study should be
conducted.

In addition, the council approved sending a certified letter to Trustee
Larry Gornowiczue, notifying him that his term on the council was ter-
minated due to non-attendance of village meetings.

School: threat a rumor

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Tuscola County commissioners are looking ahead to projects they hope
to accomplish in the coming year.
“Planning is a critical function of any effective operation both in busi-

ness and in government. An important part of planning is to develop an
annual work program,” said Tuscola County Controller Mike Hoagland,
who has developed a lengthy list of proposed projects.

“The work program sets the stage by identifying major activities that
will be undertaken during the year. “It is an important document be-
cause it lists the areas where much of our time and energy will be ded-
icated,” he added.

“Of course, there are new items that will be added during the year.
“Many of the items listed in the work program will be agenda items
that are discussed and resolved at committee and board meetings during
the year.”
Among the county’s priorities are:

*Continuing work with the Tuscola County Economic Development
Corporation (TEDC) on implementation of the second phase of the
Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) plant in Cass City.
*Completion of the planned relocation of the county’s recycling center

its new location.
*Developing a plan to upgrade the county jail and prepare potential

financing methods with assistance from a jail planning committee and
other jail planning experts.

*Gathering information and gaining a better understanding of solar
energy in terms of land usage, assessing and taxation.

*Conducting quarterly meetings with senior leaders of the county,
judges, state elected representatives and road commissioners in an effort
to enhance collaborative partnerships and other opportunities.
*Determining if the city of Caro will install a new well and water line

near M-24 and Deckerville Road.

Commissioners eye 
goals for coming year

Attention students: fill
out FAFSA application

The Michigan Department of Treasury is reminding students and their
families that the very first step to take when applying for scholarships
and other forms of financial assistance is completing the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid, commonly referred to as the FASFA.

Priority consideration for the Michigan Competitive Scholarship
(MCS) and the Michigan Tuition Grant (MTG) programs are given to
students whose FAFSA is received at the federal processor on March 1
or earlier.
New for the 2018-19 academic year, all students must file the FAFSA

to be considered eligible for any state aid program.
“The FAFSA is a federal application and in most cases is the gateway

to financial assistance for many students,” said Anne Wohlfert, director
of Treasury’s Student Financial Services Bureau.  “Remember the first
‘F’ in FAFSA means ‘Free.’ There is no reason to pay to submit the
FAFSA.”

Prior to completing the online FAFSA, the student and at least one
parent must obtain a Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) at
www.fafsa.gov.  This ID serves as a legal signature and confirms an ap-
plicant’s identity when accessing financial aid information through cer-
tain U.S. Department of Education websites. 

To get started with the FAFSA, go to www.fafsa.gov.  To learn more
about state of Michigan scholarships and other financial assistance pro-
grams, go to MI Student Aid’s website at www.michigan.gov/mistu-
dentaid or follow @MiStudentAid on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or
Snapchat.
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News briefs
DHIA offers scholarships

The Huron County Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) is
offering a scholarship that was set up for graduating seniors who are
interested in pursuing a career in the dairy industry.
Applicants must be planning to attend an accredited two- or four-year

college or university and must show interest in returning to the dairy
industry in some fashion. A minimum of one $500 scholarship is
awarded each year; however, the committee reserves the right to award
multiple scholarships based on application merit.
Applicants are evaluated on the basis of scholastic achievement, cur-

rent and potential leadership and interest in a career in the dairy indus-
try.

Applications can be obtained by contacting the Huron County MSU
Extension office by calling (989) 269-9949 (ext. 602), and must be re-
turned by March 30.

Ubly accepts resignations
UBLY — The Ubly Board of Education accepted a pair of resignations
and approved a purchase during a recent monthly meeting.

The school board accepted “with regret” the resignations of parapro-
fessionals Rebecca Smith and Tiffany Zurek.

In addition, school officials authorized the purchase of 10 new cafe-
teria tables and a new outdoor sound system.

Gettel named police chief
SEBEWAING — Branden Gettel, 39, whose law enforcement resume
includes having worked for the Cass City Police Department, among
others in the Thumb area, will take over as chief of the Sebewaing Po-
lice Department July 1.
Gettel replaces Bill Owens, 63, who started at the department in June

2000 and has 44 years of law enforcement experience.
Gettel also works part time for the U.S. Marshal Service and is an in-

structor at the Delta Police Academy.

Family fun night scheduled
CARO — The Tuscola County Parent Coalition will host a family fun
night Thursday, March 1, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology
Center in Caro.

The evening offers families a chance to enjoy a free dinner, receive
free books, watch a magic show by Jason Hudy, and listen to a story-
telling of the children’s book “Pete the Cat and his Magic Sunglasses.
The storytelling time is 6:45 p.m. and will focus on ways parents can

make reading to their child fun and interactive. The event will include
decorating sunglasses and coloring contests.
To register, call (989) 673-2144 (ext. 30505).

Plates promote awareness
MICHIGAN — The Michigan Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices (MDHHS) is encouraging residents to buy and use “pink ribbon”
license plates to raise awareness of and access to breast cancer screen-
ing.
The additional cost for a pink ribbon Breast Cancer Awareness license

plate is $25 when a plate is first purchased and then $10 each time it is
renewed. The money helps benefit breast and cervical cancer screening
programs.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Senior charged allowed to graduate
Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

lievable benefit that, when I think about it, still makes me tear up. When
I saw the results of that benefit, I knew that we were loved and that this
little girl and her family were going to get through, even though we
knew what the outcome was going to be. 

The benefit that was put on for our Lexi was unheard of and out of
this world. I knew in the back of my head that once Lexi’s journey was
over, that the fund needed to continue.

Over the last few years this small town and surrounding areas have
come together to raise money that we hoped we would never have to
spend. But we have had to use the fund and we are so grateful for all
the donations given, as it has allowed us to donate thousands of dollars
to local families and our inspirational survivors.

In a perfect world there would never be another child stricken with
cancer and no more children would become terminally or critically ill.
We pray that not another parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt, uncle,
cousin or friend would have to watch a child go through the pain and
suffering that too many children in our area have faced.

We have been so fortunate to have wonderful events that take place
during Cass City’s Pinktober celebration that raise money for the Love
for Lexi Paying it Forward Fund. The Girls Night Out has become a hit
for area women to come together to be catered to, eat great food and
enjoy amazing drinks.  This event is the foundation’s biggest fundraiser
of the year.
The foundation is growing and, as Lexi’s mama, a committee member

and a member of this community, I couldn’t be more proud to say that
we currently have a year-end balance of $24,703.49. 

Our thoughts for the Fund originally were that we would be helping
families in Cass City that have a child fighting cancer, and once we
reach the year Lexi would have graduated, the remaining funds would
be given as a scholarship in Lexi’s name. Now with the growth of the
fundraising and with the continued support from our community and
the growing support from surrounding communities, the committee has
been able to spread Lexi’s love even more.
We will continue to support Cass City families with children fighting

cancer, but are now blessed enough that we will be helping children in
Cass City and the surrounding areas that are fighting cancer and chil-
dren that are critically or terminally ill.

Please know that I truly appreciate all for your love and support and
most of all helping keep Lexi’s spirit alive by helping others as she
would want us to do. “Don’t cry because it’s over. Smile because it hap-
pened.” -Dr. Seuss

Sincerely,

Heidi Hartwick and Lexi’s family
Cass City

Continued from page three.

Growing foundation a testament

Cass City rejects sale of village property

A GROUP OF Cass City students recently toured the Holocaust Memorial Cen-

ter in Farmington Hills. Following the tour, the local seventh graders listened

to Holocaust survivor Paula Marks Bolton (seated in the center, front row),

who shared her horrific journey that began with the Nazi invasion and in-

cluded surviving several concentration camps and, finally, liberation. (Photo

courtesy of teacher Jane Ignash)

“He has a long-term suspension
(related to) all school property and
functions for the remainder of the
2017-18 school year,” school
Supt. Jeff Hartel said.

“He must follow an educational
plan that the school has set up for
him to graduate,” added Hartel,
noting if Powell complies, he will
graduate, although he will not be
allowed to participate in Cass
City’s commencement ceremony.
“It’s a compromise,” said Hartel,

who explained the senior will
have the opportunity to move on
with his educational future with-
out having an expulsion on his
record. At the same time, he
added, “Hopefully, the message
sent is this is serious and not a
joke.”

School officials in January said
they were notified that Powell had
allegedly used Snapchap to post a
threat — warning students not to
attend school on a particular day
— with music from the song
“Pumped Up Kicks” playing in
the background.  The song talks
about a boy taking his father’s gun
from his father’s closet and warn-
ing other kids they better be able
to run faster than his bullets.
Powell was removed from a class

he was attending at the Tuscola
Technology Center in Caro after
the threat was discovered by Cass
City School officials.

GENEROUS GIFT

Turning to other matters, the
board learned that a former local
educator is continuing her quest to
give back to the district in honor
of her mother.

Longtime Cass City teacher
Mary Keroson, who retired from
the district to care for her mom,
Naomi Cross, announced she has
set up a fund called “Cross My
Heart” in an effort to assist stu-
dents from families that are strug-
gling financially and find it
difficult to keep up with their
school lunch accounts. Keroson
also presented the school board
with a $1,500 donation.

Keroson said she first con-
tributed anonymously last year
after learning from a fellow edu-
cator – veteran Cass City elemen-
tary teacher Kris Milligan – of a
similar effort being promoted on a

social media website. “I told my
mom and she immediately started
crying,” Keroson recalled. “She
told me when she was young, she
was one of those kids” who didn’t
eat lunch because she couldn’t af-
ford it.
Anyone interested in donating to

the Cross My Heart Fund can
learn more by contacting Shari
Bock, food service director for the
Cass City Public Schools, at (989)
872-5729.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

School officials did not continue
a discussion started last month re-
garding an opportunity to pur-
chase the Baker College campus
in Cass City, but board members
did tour the Main Street facility
during a special meeting/walk
through just prior to Monday
night’s monthly meeting.

“The board loved it; it’s in great
shape,” Hartel said. He added,
however, “We’re just a little nerv-
ous about moving forward with-
out a clear path.”

That comment echoed the discus-
sion Hartel and board members
had last month after the superin-
tendent announced he had re-
ceived a call from Baker officials,
asking if the local district would
be interested in purchasing the
college’s Main Street campus in
town, which is slated to close
within the next year or two due to
a decline in enrollment.

“It’s a newer building, the price
is right, but I certainly don’t ex-
pect you to make a decision
tonight,” he told the board in Jan-
uary, noting the cost involved
would include an estimated
$20,000 in utility expenses –
about the same amount school of-
ficials spent over three or four
years on the former Campbell El-
ementary School building after
closing the school and before fi-
nally selling the property to
Thumb Area Psychological Serv-
ices for $51,000 in late 2015.

Hartel said he has contacted in-
termediate school officials in Tus-
cola and Huron counties to
discuss possible uses for the Baker
building, include perhaps estab-
lishing a combination robotics fa-
cility/ alternative (GED)
education center. He suggested the
building could even house a gro-

cery store developed as an exten-
sion of the school district and in-
corporated into various academic
programs.

“I’m just throwing out ideas,”
Hartel told the board. “It’s not like
we need that building. We’re in
good shape financially, (and) it’s
scary to take on the $20,000 (in
utility costs) without a clear path.”

Board President Alice Zaleski
agreed. “I’m not comfortable
spending $20,000 a year if we
don’t have a plan,” she said.

The board agreed to further dis-
cuss the offer and requested that
Hartel ask Baker officials to give
the district time to consider its op-
tions.
Also Monday, the board:
*Learned the next bond commit-

tee meeting has been scheduled
for Wednesday, March 21, at 6
p.m. at Rolling Hills Golf Course.
District residents interested in ed-
ucating the community about the
school’s upcoming bond exten-
sion vote are encouraged to at-
tend.

A special election will be held
Tuesday, May 8, with voters being
asked to approve an extension of
an existing three-mill tax that
originally generated funding for a
host of capital improvement proj-
ects at what is now Cass City Ele-
mentary School.

That tax is slated to expire in
2021, but would be levied for ad-
ditional 16 years if voters approve
the extension and would raise an
estimated $8.68 million for repairs
and upgrades to the high school as
well as the elementary building.
While the debt would be ex-
tended, district residents would
not see an increase in the annual
tax amount they currently pay.
*Unanimously approved Athletic

Director Don Markel’s recom-
mended nomination of Craig
Weaver as Cass City’s representa-
tive for the Friend of Youth honor
presented during the annual
Thumb Meet of Champs event,
held each spring in Caro. Markel
described Weaver as a tireless vol-
unteer whose behind-the-scene
contributions have benefitted a
host of local athletic programs.

*Heard from students Saylar
Cuthrell and Ethan Kampo, who
briefly spoke about a recent sev-
enth grade field trip to a Holocaust
museum in Farmington Hills.

But in a split, 2-5 roll-call vote,
the motion failed. Supporting Her-
ron’s withdrawal proposal was
Trustee Ray Piaskowski.
Another Herron motion requested
that wooded land own by the vil-
lage, including roughly 1,250 feet
of Cass River frontage, be sold to
long-time local residents Rich and
Gayl Patera, who previously of-
fered $8,500 per acre for the vil-
lage property located east of their
Doerr Road home.
Cass City Wastewater Treatment

Plant Supt. Dennis McCabe says
the sale would leave nine acres for
future expansion at the west end
of the property that is mostly wet-
lands.
Still, despite McCabe’s endorse-

ment, the motion failed, this time
by a 3-4 split vote. Joining Herron
in support of the sale were trustees

Piaskowski and Mick Kirn.
Both decisions drew negative

comments from the handful of
residents in attendance.

“I am extremely upset with the
council for taking no action on the
airport authority,” said Richard
Wallace.
Another resident, Don Ball, com-

mented, “I’m with Mr. Wallace.
These people have told you we
want out and you said ‘no’. Ex-
plain why this airport is so great
for Cass City. I want answers right
now, tonight,” added Ball, who
also scolded the council for reject-
ing the land sale to the Patera fam-
ily.
“You had a chance to make some

money tonight, but you don’t
seem to listen.”

IN OTHER BUSINESS
In a public services committee

matter, the council approved a

contract with Nelson Tank Engi-
neering and Consulting Inc. to
perform inspection of the village
water tower at a cost of $2,550.

Committee member Jenny Zaw-
ilinski explained the tower will be
drained and cleaned on the inside
and a report prepared on the con-
dition of the interior and exterior
of the tank.

Turning to news from the parks
and recreation committee, the vil-
lage accepted a donation from
Northwood Modular Homes for
the labor to repair the exterior of
the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool.

Weather permitting, a crew will
be available to remove the wood
siding and replace it with vinyl
siding, replace wooden vent lou-
vers with vinyl, complete fascia
repairs and paint the medal roof at
the recreational Park’s crown
jewel. The work is expected to be
completed by the end of March.
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THE SWOLLEN Cass River, seen here at the M-53 bridge in Sanilac County’s Ever-

green Township, gradually settled down, with weather forecasters calling for a drier,

milder string of days this week.

imaginative leaps and bounds it
encourages. This is in keeping
with U.S. Poet Laureate Tracy K.
Smith’s endeavor to bring poetry
to rural and underserved commu-
nities.

“Her work with high school stu-
dents, in particular,” said Lynch,
“assists in the formation of not
only lifelong writers of poetry, but
lifelong readers of it. It keeps the
language and the art alive in the
lives of a new generation.”

The author of two books of
poems, “Friday Nights the Whole

Continued from page one.

Teresa Scollon named Moveen Prize winner

Town Goes to the Basketball
Game” (Michigan Writers Coop-
erative Press, 2009) and “To Em-
broider the Ground with Prayer”
(Wayne State University Press,
2012), Scollon, a Thumb native,
holds a Master of Business Ad-
ministration Degree from the Uni-
versity of Michigan and a Master
of Fine Arts Degree from the Uni-
versity of Southern Maine.

Scollon taught at Interlochen
Arts Academy in 2007 as a “writer
in residence”, and she studied in
Prague for a summer as a poetry
fellow through Western Michigan
University’s Prague Summer
Writing Program.
She is a National Endowment for

the Arts Fellow, having been
awarded a $25,000 creative writ-
ing fellowship grant in 2011 in the
category of “Literature Fellow-
ships: Creative Writing (Poetry)”.
The grants are awarded to encour-
age the production of new works
of literature by allowing writers
the time and means to write. Scol-
lon was one of 42 poets – two
from Michigan – approved for the
scholarships from a field of 1,063
eligible applicants.

Scollon is also a former chair of

Michigan Writers, a literary non-
profit organization which supports
the development of northern
Michigan writers. She founded a
writing workshop for U.S. veter-
ans, served as book review editor
for ForeWord Reviews, and
teaches at Northwestern Michigan
College. She now teaches the
Front Street Writers program.

Scollon, the daughter of Dotty
Scollon of Cass City and the late
Dr. Ed Scollon, attended Cass
City Public Schools. Trained as a
classical pianist, she was accepted
at the prestigious Interlochen Arts
Academy and spent her junior and
senior years of high school there.

She later earned a degree in in-
ternational relations and Japanese
at Michigan State University,
spent a year abroad, earned her
MBA degree and even had her
own consulting practice for a
while. 

Scollon says she will be using
her time in Ireland to finish work
on a book-length manuscript of
poems, “Small Gravities”, and
will be meeting with Irish poets
and publishers and giving public
readings while there.

Standing order results in
1,830 orders of naloxone
dispensed across the state

Six months after a standing order for naloxone was authorized in
Michigan, pharmacies have dispensed 1,838 potentially life-saving or-
ders of the medication, 548 orders in the past three months, Lt. Gov.
Brian Calley announced last week.

Since May 2017, pharmacies have dispensed 3,854 other orders of
naloxone through prescriptions from physicians — 1,040 in the last
three months.

“As we continue our fight against opioid addiction, this order makes
naloxone more accessible for those most likely to need it,” Calley said.
“This is a vital step in reducing deaths related to opioid addiction in
Michigan. By allowing for shorter response times in emergency situa-
tions, we can help save lives.”
Development of the standing order by MDHHS Chief Medical Exec-

utive Dr. Eden Wells is part of the state’s strategy for addressing the
opioid epidemic in Michigan.
From October through the end of December, 563 Michigan pharmacies

registered online to obtain the standing order, bringing the total of phar-
macies registered for the program to 1,525. The standing order allows
registered pharmacies to dispense naloxone to those at risk of an opi-
oid-related overdose, as well as family members, friends and other per-
sons who may be able to assist a person at risk of overdose.

There are 2,840 pharmacies with controlled substance licenses in
Michigan, so the number registered to dispense naloxone under the
standing order represents approximately 54 percent of the pharmacies
in the state. Pharmacies are required to track the amount of naloxone
dispensed and report these numbers to Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services on a quarterly basis.

“Having more than half of our state’s pharmacies registered for the
standing order is helping ensure access to naloxone when it is needed
most,” Wells said. “However, I encourage all eligible pharmacies in
Michigan to participate in this program. Together we can help save
lives.”

Michigan has seen a dramatic increase in opioid-related deaths.
From 1999 to 2016, 7,300 people died from an opioid overdose, with

more than 60 percent of those deaths occurring since 2010.
Previously, naloxone was available only to individuals who received

a prescription from their doctor. In recent years, law enforcement and
other first responders have increased their capacity to administer nalox-
one to address opioid overdoses, the majority which occur due to pre-
scription painkillers, fentanyl and heroin.

Through the state’s standing order, individuals can receive naloxone
from a registered pharmacy without a prescription.
People who obtain naloxone from pharmacies receive information on

steps for responding to an opioid overdose and important information
about where to go for further treatment.
For more information about opioids and the additional steps residents

can take to protect themselves and loved ones, visit
Michigan.gov/stopoverdoses. For more information about available
drug treatment services, visit Michigan.gov/bhrecovery.

Thief targets Quaker Maid

Cass City police are looking for the person(s) responsible for a “smash
and grab” burglary at a local business early Monday morning.

Police Chief Craig Haynes reported the culprit used a blunt object to
smash the glass in the front door at the Quaker Maid Dairy Store, 6614
Main St. The suspect then entered the business, grabbed an unknown
amount of cash and fled, Hayne said.

Police believe the crime occurred shortly after 5 a.m., although it
wasn’t reported until 7:24 a.m. when a passerby called Tuscola County
Central Dispatch to report the damaged door.
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(989) 912-2440
Nicholas P. Bliss

Financial Advisor
6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38

Cass City, MI 48726
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IT’S BEEN A long winter for wildlife in Michi-

gan, but this cottontail rabbit, spotted next to a

thicket near Cass City, doesn’t appear to be any

worse for the wear as it munches on one of its

preferred winter menu items – a woody stem

from a wild blackberry bush.
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