
and Economic Development
(TED), and Michigan School
Supt. Brian Whiston applauded
the governor’s proposal for dis-
tricts to receive $25 for every high
school student enrolled in any ca-
reer-tech program, and an addi-
tional $25 for those students
enrolled in a career-tech program
that provides instruction in critical
skills and high-demand career
fields.

Critical skills programs cover a
variety of career options, includ-
ing agriculture, natural resources
and conservation, communica-
tions technologies, computer and
information services, engineering,
biological and biomedical sci-
ences, construction trades, me-
chanic and repair technologies,
precision production and health
professions.

“We are incredibly excited that
the executive budget…includes an
investment in expanding career
and technical education for stu-
dents in Michigan,” Curtis said.

“This investment will greatly
help schools in offering, and suc-
cessfully operating, tech pro-
grams, and further demonstrates
Michigan’s commitment to being
the national leader in developing

talent and pro-
viding multiple
pathways for
students to
high-demand,
h i g h - w a g e
jobs,” he added.
About 109,000

students are en-
rolled in career-
tech classes,
with about
72,000 in criti-
cal skills pro-
grams. Overall
enrollment in
c a r e e r - t e c h
classes has in-
creased by
about 5,000
students since
2015.

The Thumb is
well repre-
sented in those
numbers.

Then and now:
couples celebrate

Pages 6 and 7
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Thumb pair face
felony charges

Page 4

Dash through snow
with historical group

Page 2

Educators laud career-tech funding proposal

KINGSTON High School juniors

Lacie Peters (left) and Cheyenne Clay-

pool hold lambs in the agriscience

barn at the tech center.

CASS CITY High School senior Danielle Kopah, an automotive technology

student at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro, utilizes a diagnostic tool to

“talk” to a car’s computer system in order to find out why the vehicle won’t

start. The patch on her shirt signifies that Kopah has earned the ASE (Auto-

motive Service Excellence) student certification.

Suspect in custody in string
of break-ins in upper Thumb

Greenleaf home invasion
defendant faces evaluation

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The criminal case against the remaining suspect in a home in-
vasion-double homicide in Sanilac County in November is on
hold following his attorney’s request to have her client undergo
a psychiatric evaluation to determine if he’s competent to stand
trial.

The request was recently granted in Sanilac County District
Court.

No other court dates have been set for the defendant, Preston
Jack, 30, of Flint, who is being held without bond in the Sanilac
County Jail. It can take several weeks to schedule and complete
psychiatric evaluations.

Traffic crash claims one life

Ice fisherman survives
falling through bay ice,
sheriff issues warning

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Huron County man is behind
bars after being arrested in con-
nection with a string of break-ins
in the Thumb.

That’s according to Sanilac
County Sheriff Garry Biniecki,
who said weeks of investigating
the crimes paid off with the arrest
of 38-year-old Gonzalo Medellin
III of Bad Axe, who has been for-
mally arraigned on felony charges
of home invasion, larceny in a
building and larceny of firearms.

Medellin also faces charges of
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and receiving and conceal-
ing stolen property.

“Good police work capped off a
lengthy multi-agency response to
a series of B and E’s that occurred
during the fall of 2017 in north-
western Sanilac County and
neighboring Tuscola and Huron
counties,” Biniecki said last week.

“Several residential (break-ins)
occurred where various tools,
electronics and other items were
taken,” he noted. “These cases
were investigated by sheriff’s
deputies from Huron, Tuscola and
Sanilac counties as well as the
Michigan State Police.”
The case was broken open Jan. 9

at about 2 p.m., when Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department Sgt.
Shelly Park — who was respond-
ing to a call in the northwest cor-
ner of the county — observed a
vehicle matching the description
of a vehicle seen in the area of

several of the burglaries run a stop
sign at Deckerville and Wheeler
roads.

“Upon contact with the driver
and only occupant of the vehicle,
it was determined that he was in
violation of several traffic laws
and was in possession of an illegal
quantity of marijuana,” Biniecki
said. “Further investigation led
Sgt. Park and her back-up, Deck-
erville Police Chief Bob Willis, to
locate stolen items in the vehicle
that were taken in some of the area
B and E’s.”

The officers arrested Medellin
and transported him to the Sanilac
County Jail.

According to D/Sgt. Nathan

Smith, detectives and Investiga-
tors from the various county, city
and state agencies subsequently
performed a series of search war-
rants in the Bad Axe, Mayville
and Vassar areas.
“These search warrants produced

evidence linking the suspect to
several of the area B and E’s,”
Smith said.

“The solving of this case was due
to solid police work by all my
deputies involved in the case, as
well as neighboring agencies, but
I feel it should be noted that Sgt.
Park’s initiative and focus was key
in bringing this suspect to justice,”
Biniecki said.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

School districts could receive an
incentive up to $50 per pupil for
Career and Technical Education
(CTE) under Gov. Rick Snyder’s
executive budget recommenda-
tion.

Snyder revealed the plan last
week as he unveiled his proposed
budget for fiscal year 2019, which
runs from Oct. 1, 2018, through
Sept. 30, 2019.
The plan also calls for a founda-

tion allowance increase for
schools of about $312 million, or
roughly $120 to $240 more per
pupil. That would be the largest
increase in the state’s minimum
foundation allowance in 15 years,
according to the governor’s pres-
entation.

If Snyder’s plan remains intact,
the budget represents the first time
in recent history — and poten-
tially ever — that there has been
per-pupil funding aimed at CTE
students, according to Michigan
Career Pathways Alliance leaders,
who are lauding the governor’s
proposal.

Roger Curtis, director of the
Michigan Department of Talent

According to Michigan Depart-
ment of Education statistics, some
850 Tuscola County students were
enrolled in career and technical
education programs during the
2016-17 school year. Huron
County and Sanilac County,
meanwhile, had about 730 stu-
dents and 380 students enrolled in
the same type of programs, re-

spectively.
Christin Hempton, dean of stu-

dents at Cass City Junior-Senior
High School, said 36 percent of
Cass City High School juniors and
55 percent of seniors – roughly 72
students in all – attend career and
technical education classes at the
Tuscola Intermediate School Dis-
trict’s (TISD) Tuscola Technology

Center in Caro.
“The tech center provides a won-

derful opportunity for students to
obtain a wide range of industry
certifications,” she said.
Cass City Schools Supt. Jeff Har-

tel welcomed the governor’s pro-
posals.

“I know that one of the goals at

Please turn to page 2.

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County man lost his life in a two-vehicle traffic accident
Thursday in Fremont Township.
Troopers from the Michigan State Police post in Caro were dispatched

to M-24 and Snover Road, according to Specialist First Lt. David A.
Kaiser, public information officer for the MSP Third District Headquar-
ters.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent repeated warnings to ice fisher-
men tempted to head out on Saginaw Bay after deputies rescued a fish-
erman who fell through the ice early last week.

In a statement released by the sheriff and posted on the department’s
Facebook page, investigators said a woman called 911 at about 7 p.m.
Monday and reported that her son had called her after falling through
the ice.
“He had been five miles out from Thomas Road and was coming back

when he drove into open water. He and the quad went into the water,”
Skrent said. “The subject had managed to pull himself out, but was un-
able to get back in to shore, so he took refuge in a shanty he had been
towing.
“Sgt. (Justin) Nitz and Deputy (Kirk) Dutcher, who are part of the joint

Huron/Tuscola airboat team, responded. Caseville Fire Chief Ben Wil-
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Greenleaf historical group planning
old-fashioned sledding fun Feb. 17 

Senior Citizen Movies scheduled for Feb.
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City will host its
next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, Feb. 16, at 1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown are:
*”Waikiki: In the Wake of

Dreams” – Waikiki’s charming

past is unfolded through re-enact-
ments, film and TV clips. A rare
historical look at the most famous
beach in the world (70 minutes).
*”Rudy Maxa’s World: Japan” –

Join Rudy Maxa, public radio’s
original Savvy Traveler and con-
tributing editor for National Geo-

graphic Traveler magazine, as he
travels through exciting and edgy
Tokyo and the craft capital of
Japan, Kyoto (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Greenleaf Township residents
will have an opportunity to go
dashing through the snow in a
one-horse open sleigh this week-
end, just like in bygone days.
The Greenleaf Historical Society

will host bobsled rides from 2 to 4
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the old
Holbrook Church on Germania
Road. 
“We are having the bobsled rides

at the Holbrook Church so we
have a place for people to keep

warm if they have to wait for their
turn for a ride,” said Greenleaf
Historical Society Board member
Jerry Cleland. “There are Amish
in the area. Andrew Miller will
provide the horses and I have an
old bobsled that we will be using.”

Before automobiles became the
main mode of transportation,
horseback or a horse and buggy
were used. During the winter
months, buggies with wheels were
replaced with sleds that had steel
runners so it was easier for the
horses to pull them through the
snow and ice.

“It’s a part of our history that we
are trying to show,” said Cleland.
“The rides are free. It’s open to
Greenleaf Township residents and
to those who are interest in the
area’s history.”
The Greenleaf Township Histor-

ical Society is always on the look-
out for new members, according
to Cleland. “We’d like to get some
younger ones to join us and learn
about the area’s history,” he said.

For more information about the
bobsled rides and the historical so-
ciety, call Cleland at (989) 658-
8767.

Continued from page one.

Greenleaf invasion-homicide case on hold

Jack and a co-defendant, Stephen
Vance Shimmel, 47, also of Flint,
were formally arraigned on a host
of felony charges following the
Nov. 19 crime in Greenleaf Town-
ship that left two other Flint men
dead from gunshot wounds.

The double homicide investiga-
tion unfolded after the man tar-
geted in the home invasion placed
a 911 call to Sanilac Central Dis-
patch at about 5 a.m., according to
Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki, who reported the call
came from a residence in the 4300
block of Holbrook Road.

“The caller advised that three
male subjects just broke into his
home and shot him in the leg.
Gun fire was returned and one or

more of the suspects were shot,”
Biniecki said. “One of the sus-
pects was at the residence de-
ceased and the other suspects fled
on foot.

After arriving at the scene, offi-
cers discovered a vehicle in a
ditch at Holbrook and Germania
roads. Inside the vehicle was a
black male from the Flint area, de-
ceased with a gunshot injury.
Biniecki noted the vehicle had
been reported stolen from the Flint
area last October.

Deputies, who were assisted by
a host of other law enforcement
officers from various agencies
along with helicopter surveillance,
K-9 units and crime scene inves-
tigators, ordered residents in sur-
rounding homes to remain inside

with the doors locked while police
searched for the last two suspects.

Jack and Shimmel were subse-
quently arrested and charged with
assault with intent to commit mur-
der (two counts), conspiracy to
commit assault with intent to mur-
der, armed robbery – causing seri-
ous injury, two counts of assault
with intent to rob while armed,
conspiracy to commit armed rob-
bery, first degree home invasion,
possession of a firearm by a
felony, receiving and concealing a
stolen motor vehicle, and posses-
sion of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony.

Hours later, Shimmel took his
own life, with Biniecki reporting
the defendant hung himself inside
a single-occupant cell in the upper
level of the county jail.

Fisherman survives scare on Saginaw Bay

lenberg and other members of
their fire department transported
the airboat to the scene and as-
sisted also.

“Using the airboat, thermal im-
aging and GPS coordinates they
located the fisherman and trans-
ported (him) to shore. He was
treated at the scene by ACW am-
bulance, Skrent added.

The fisherman, who was not
identified, was extremely fortu-
nate.

A pair of ice fishermen lost their
lives after falling through the ice
on Saginaw Bay earlier this
month. The victims were identi-
fied as Willard E. Slider, 69, of
Caro, and Dennis W. Shaw, 73, of
Fowlerville.

Continued from page one. In that case, Huron County Sher-
iff Kelly J. Hanson said deputies
were dispatched to the shoreline
community of Rose Island in
Fairhaven Township after a friend
of the missing fishermen reported
that he had received a voicemail
from one of the victims, stating
they had broken through the ice
and needed immediate help.
Rescuers later recovered the bod-

ies of both victims, and Hanson
said it appeared the voicemail sent
by one of the men had been sent
roughly five hours before it was
received by the friend on shore.

“With repeated warnings over
the last couple of weeks about un-
safe ice already being issued, we
once again remind anglers that the
ice conditions are very unpre-
dictable,” Hanson said.

“The thaws we’ve experienced

this season, and refreezes with
added snow covering, have made
for unstable ice. Please do not take
the ice for granted just because
colder temperatures are once
again occurring. The reward is in
no way worth the risk.”

Skrent agreed. “We are seeing
many questions on social media
about events like this. Is there a
cost if you call 911? The answer
is no. However, someone pays for
your rescue and it is the taxpayers
of the county,” Skrent said. “The
first responders are also risking
their lives to save yours.”

In addition, the sheriff noted, res-
cuers do not recover equipment –
individuals who lose equipment
must pay a private recovery com-
pany to recover their quadrunner
or other vehicle from the water.

“If you do fall through the ice
and can make a call, your first call
should be 911. It may be the only
call you are able to make,” Skrent
stressed.

Saginaw Bay is to be respected
and can be dangerous anytime of
the year, which is why law en-
forcement officials are urging
anyone planning to venture onto
the ice to take the following pre-
cautions:

*Do not rely on your phone as a
compass.
*Carry a real compass and a GPS

and learn which direction is back
to shore from where you came.
*Carry ice picks to use if you fall

through.
*Tell people where you will be

fishing and when you are sup-
posed to return.

Correction
A recent story in the Chronicle

incorrectly reported that the Ever-
green Township Board’s next
meeting will be held Tuesday,
Feb. 27. In fact, the board’s next
regularly scheduled meetings will
be in March; a budget session is
set for Saturday, March 10, at 10
a.m., followed by a regular meet-
ing Tuesday, March 13, at 7:30
p.m.
The Chronicle regrets the error.
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I made a rookie mistake in my story last week on
the Cass City Chamber of Commerce Annual Din-
ner.
Missing were the names of two outstanding seniors

– Lauren Dickinson and Travis Albrecht - that I
failed to include as Junior Citizen of the Year nomi-
nations for 2018.
Problem is I used up that excuse long ago.
My apologies to the Dan and Janelle Dickinson

family and to the Jim and Sue Albrecht family for
my mistake and congratulations on two fine, young
adults.

**********   

Third strike you’re out, right? Not when it comes
to one of my favorite winter pastimes – skiing.

Strike one occurred in 2016, when the Haires
planned a 9-day dream trip to Jackson Hole for my
son Parker’s senior year at Cass City High School.

Unfortunately, foul weather shut down the Denver
airport on our departure date and our airline carrier
couldn’t get us out west until the middle of the fol-
lowing week.

Since our trip was prepaid, it left one option. And
27 hours later we drove our rental car into the
Wyoming resort. That’s no way to start a dream trip,
but still, it was a trip of a life time.
Strike two came in 2017, when Parker and I sched-

uled a boys only trip to Beaver Creek, Colorado. The
trip west without the entire family was a first and was
created due to different spring break dates for the
Haire children.

Misfortune struck on my second run of the day,
tumbling down the mountain and dislocating my
shoulder on the way. That injury ended my skiing last
year, but was still worth the pain and a visit to the
emergency room.

Finally, strike three came over the weekend after
we shrunk our family ski vacation to just three days.
As always, I prepaid for our 2018 vacation that was

scheduled to leave Detroit Metro airport early Friday
night and return early in the morning Monday, to
save a few bucks.
Yep, Detroit Metro closed Friday night and canceled

our trip to Winter Park Resort and was unable to
arrange other transportation to the mile high city –
strike three, you’re out, right?

Hold it, appears that that last strike actually was a
foul tip. Officials from Winter Park say they will
work something out concerning the cost of our lift
tickets – which cost over $1,000 for two days of ski-
ing for four adults.

A refund would be best, but even a gift certificate
good for a year would do.

**********   

The Michigan Department of Treasury reminds tax-
payers who filed a 2017 state return to check the sta-
tus of their refund online by going to
www.michigan.gov/wheresmyrefund.

Individuals who e-filed can check their refund sta-
tus two weeks from the date confirmation was re-
ceived that the state return was accepted. The status
of paper-filed tax returns can be viewed from six to
eight weeks after postmarking.
The most up-to-date information about a taxpayer’s

refund is on the “Where’s My Refund?” website.
Taxpayers interested in learning the status of their re-
fund are encouraged to use the website.  
“Michigan taxpayers look forward to receiving their

refunds during the income tax season,” said Deputy
State Treasurer Glenn White, head of Treasury’s Tax
Administration Group. “Whether a return was e-filed
or sent through the mail, taxpayers can go to this
website to check the status of their refund.” 

More than 5 million individual income tax returns
are processed annually, with more than 4.1 million
returns being e-filed.

Last year, approximately 3.7 million returns pro-
vided nearly $2 billion in refunds. More than two-
thirds of the refunds issued were directly deposited
into a taxpayer’s bank account.
Required Information for Checking Refund Status
To ensure taxpayer privacy and security, the follow-
ing information is required when checking the status
of a refund at www.michigan.gov/wheresmyrefund:
* Social Security Number
* Tax Year
* Filing Status
* Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) or Total Household
Resources (THR)
Individuals can find their AGI on line 10 of the MI-

1040. Total Household Resources are found on line
33 on the MI-1040CR or line 34 on the MI-1040CR-
7.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Nothin’ says lovin’ like a roach

You can learn more by visiting the website bronx-
zoo.com/roach.
Either way, Happy Valentine’s Day.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Valentine’s Day is normally about hearts and flow-
ers.
The problem with that is, candy gets eaten and flow-

ers wilt, but cockroaches are forever.
The Bronx Zoo’s “name a roach” program is back

again this year. The event started in 2011 in the name
of love — the love for animals and the environment,
that is. Sending someone a roach is for a good cause
and for fun, or it can be an expression of true feelings.

Zoo goers, or anyone interested, can name a not-so-
cuddly Madagascar Hissing Cockroach in honor of a
loved one, or even a not so loved one. Either way, it
will be a gift to remember… forever. 
Whether a roach is given with sincerity or done as a

snark, the naming of the four-inch-long hissing cock-
roach is a unique gift. 

According to Wildlife Conservation Society Execu-
tive Vice president of Public Affairs John Calvelli,
love can be like a cockroach. A roach’s characteristics
could be symbolic. Love is elusive. Love can be re-
silient, and sometimes it can be scary.

With this program, you can name your cockroach
after anyone you want; a lover, ex-lover, friend,
enemy, a boss, a politician. The possibilities are end-
less. 
A hissing Madagascar cockroach really does hiss, an

interesting talent it uses as a defense.
Although you won’t get an actual roach. For $15, a

digital certificate with the roach’s name will be sent to
your loved one to cherish for years to come.

For $50, something shiny and cuddly can be sent to
your loved one along with a certificate with the cock-
roach’s name. That gift includes socks with cockroach
characters and a “roach broach” pin in the image of a
cockroach with a rose.

There is also a certificate, chocolate and pin gift set
(with that one you can get a roach, chocolates shaped
like a cockroach, and a pin), and there is a socks and
chocolate package.
For $75 — the premium package – you get a certifi-

cate, roach broach, socks and cockroach-shaped gour-
met chocolate candies.
The program, which is in its seventh year, was organ-

ized to help the Wildlife Conservation Society further
its mission to save wildlife in New York and around
the world.

The Cass City 
Chronicle
welcomes 

letters 
to the editor.

Letters must include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call
for verification, but won’t be
used in the newspaper. 

Names will
be withheld
from publi-
cation upon
request, for
an adequate
reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clar-
ity.

We will not publish thank you
letters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Organ donors give
gift of life to many
Organ transplants have been saving lives for decades,

and yet thousands of patients in Michigan face uncer-
tain futures because the supply simply isn’t keeping up
with the demand.
It’s a concern many of us could help to address by sim-

ply registering as donors.
In honor of fallen Wayne State University police offi-

cer Collin Rose, Secretary of State Ruth Johnson re-
cently joined law enforcement officials in Southeast
Michigan to promote organ and tissue donation.

“Sgt. Rose was a man who gave easily of himself to
others, so it is no surprise that his final wish was to
give of himself through the gift of life,” Johnson said.
“I am so proud of our new partnership with his broth-
ers and sisters in law enforcement to remember his
legacy and help others through organ and tissue dona-
tion.”
Rose was killed in the line of duty in November 2016,

and his family supported his decision as a registered
organ and tissue donor to give the gift of life to others.
Because of his generosity, many lives were improved. 
“With the support of our branch office staff, we have

made great strides since I was elected to increase the
number of registered donors,” Johnson said. “Michi-
gan has actually gone from one of the worst states in
the nation to one of the best states for organ donor reg-
istration.”

Johnson noted that when she became secretary of
state in 2011, about 27 percent of the state’s residents
were registered as organ donors. “Today…that number
has climbed to over 62 percent,” she added.

“Those numbers represent hope to real people,”
Johnson said. “There are over 3,300 people in Michi-
gan right now whose families are waiting for that life-
saving phone call.”

Nationwide, that number stands at roughly 114,000
patients.

Organ donation may involve the recovery of lungs,
kidneys, heart, liver, pancreas and intestines for trans-
plantation to severely ill patients on the transplant
waiting list. Tissue donation may include corneas,
bone, skin, heart valves, nerves, blood vessels, liga-
ments, tendons and other soft tissue.

It costs nothing to be an organ donor, and there are
no age limits to register. In fact, there have been donors
in their 70s and 80s who have saved lives.
According to officials at the Ann Arbor-based Gift of

Life Michigan, the state’s only federally designated
organ and tissue recovery program, every organ donor
can save up to eight lives, and each tissue donor can
improve the lives of up to 75 people.

More than 9,000 Michigan patients have received a
life-saving organ transplant over the past 10 years, and
many thousands more have benefited from tissue and
corneal transplants.

Sadly, while an average of 88 lives are saved by an
organ transplant in the United States, another 22 peo-
ple die while waiting for a transplant that never comes.
Area residents can learn more about signing up to be

organ and tissue donors by visiting the website
www.michigan.gov/sos and clicking on “organ dona-
tion.”

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY
AT 6550 MAIN STREET, CASS
CITY, MICHIGAN, by Clarke Haire,
publisher.

Periodical postage paid at Cass City,
Michigan 48726. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to CASS CITY CHRONICLE, P.O.
BOX 115, CASS CITY, MI 48726.

National Advertising Representative,
Michigan Weekly Newspapers, Inc.,
257 Michigan Avenue, East Lansing,
Michigan.

For information regarding newspaper
advertising and commercial and job
printing, telephone: (989) 872-2010.

(USPS 092-00)

6550 Main Street

P.O. Box 115

Cass City, MI 48726

Phone: (989) 872-2010 

Fax: (989) 872-3810

Email: chronicle@ccchronicle.net

Website: www.ccchronicle.net

News Staff
Clarke Haire

Publisher
clarke@ccchronicle.net

Tom Montgomery
Editor

tom@ccchronicle.net
Krysta Boyce

Sr. Sales Executive
sales@ccchronicle.net

chronicle@ccchronicle.net
Deb Severance

Composition
Mary Drier

Freelance Writer, Columnist
Tina Pallas
Columnist

Have a Concern?
A Complaint?

Just want to 

voice your opinion?



PAGE FOUR CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018

Circuit court proceedings

2 defendants appear on charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:
*Merry C. Smith, 48, Millington,

pleaded no contest to a charge of
possession of cocaine, heroin or
another narcotic (less than 25
grams), second offense, May 21,

2016, in Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Cody M. Conrad, 27, Burton,
pleaded no contest to embezzle-
ment by an agent or employee be-
tween Dec. 28, 2015, and Jan. 19,

2016, in Vassar Township.  Court
records state Conrad was em-
ployed by Extreme Metal Recy-
cling at the time of the offenses
and involved $1,000 to $20,000.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from BofI Federal Bank, Member FDIC;
it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or
$3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected refund amount, ID
verification, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded
on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund,
reducing the amount that is paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed
without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional products or product features
may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations. Not offered in
Puerto Rico. HRB Maine License No.: FRA2. See hrblock.com/refundadvance for
details. ©2017 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

hrblock.com/refundadvance

1146 CLEAVER RD, 
CARO, MI 48723  |  989-673-3257
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“Troopers arrived on scene to
find one person deceased,” said
Kaiser, who identified the victim
as Harold Charles Atkinson, 80, of
Mayville.

“Preliminary investigation re-
vealed a vehicle traveling south-
bound on M-24 crossed the
centerline and struck a north-
bound vehicle in the north bound

Continued from page one.

Thumb men, including Decker
resident, charged with felonies

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
arrested a pair of Thumb resi-
dents, including a Decker resident,
on felony charges Thursday.
“As the result of a lengthy inves-

tigation involving illegal drug ac-
tivity, our deputies, with the
assistance of the Sanilac County
Drug Task Force, arrested a 32-
year-old Decker man at his home
and served a search warrant re-
garding his vehicle,” Sheriff Kelly
J. Hanson reported.

“Christopher J. Kulinski was
taken into custody and transported
to our jail on a felony warrant pre-
viously obtained by our office for
delivery of crack cocaine. His PT
Cruiser was impounded,” Hanson
said.
“Later, while talking to deputies,

it was learned Mr. Kulinski also
was involved in one home inva-
sion on Stein Road in Colfax
Township, a breaking and entering
to a shed at the same address and
a breaking and entering to a store
in Meade Township,” he added.
“These incidents took place be-

tween Aug. 19 and 24 of last
year.”

Deputies obtained felony war-
rants related to all three incidents
for Kulinski, who was formally
arraigned Thursday in Huron
County District Court. His bond
was set at $2,000.
“Also today (Thursday), 31-year-

old Aaron Herrington of Bad Axe
was arrested and arraigned on the
Stein Road shed felony breaking
and entering,” the sheriff said.
“His bond was set at $1,000 on
that charge and he remains lodged
in our jail.”

Caretaker accused of stealing drugs
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Huron County man accused of
taking drugs prescribed to patients
he was caring for is free on a
$1,000 bond after being arraigned
on charges in Huron County Dis-
trict Court.

“This afternoon, a Kinde area
man turned himself in and was ar-

raigned on a two-count felony
warrant, which was the result of a
lengthy investigation conducted
by our office that spanned several
months,” Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson said in a news re-
lease he issued last Wednesday.

Gerald A. Guster, 57, of Kinde,
was arraigned on charges of em-
bezzlement and possession of a

controlled substance — both re-
lated to possession with the intent
to convert to his own use hy-
drocodone from patients he was
caring for at the Huron Medical
Care Facility in Bad Axe, accord-
ing to the sheriff.

The Bad Axe City Police Depart-
ment assisted deputies in the in-
vestigation, Hanson noted.

Huron Co. woman injured in crash
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Ruth woman suffered injuries
in a two-vehicle traffic accident at
the intersection of Ubly and Bay
City-Forestville roads early last
week.
The Sanilac County Sheriff’s De-

partment reported the crash oc-

curred shortly after 4 p.m. Mon-
day.

According to Sgt. Shelly Park,
60-year-old Sue Messing, Ruth,
was driving a 2013 Ford Explorer
south on Ubly Road and at-
tempted to turn east on Bay City-
Forestville Road when she was
rear-ended by a 2000 Chevrolet

Silverado being driven by 31-
year-old Cory Kubacki of Ubly. 

“The female from Ruth was
transported by MMR to (Huron
Medical Center) for treatment of
injuries. The Ubly man was cited
in the crash,” said Park, who noted
Bingham Township fire fighters
assisted deputies at the scene.

Traffic crash claims Tuscola County man

lane of travel. The southbound ve-
hicle struck a truck pulling a
trailer driven by a 40-year-old
Gaylord resident,” Kaiser said.

Mayville firemen used their
Jaws of Life to extricate Atkin-
son’s passenger – his wife, Susan
Atkinson – from the wreckage.
She was transported to an area
hospital by LifeNet Helicopter
and was being treated for what
troopers described as non-life-

threatening injuries.
“Troopers are continuing to in-

vestigate this crash,” Kaiser
noted. “Seatbelts were utilized
during the crash and alcohol is not
believed to be a factor.”

Aside from the Mayville Fire
Department, Mayville and MMR
ambulance crews, an MSP traffic
crash reconstructionist and Tus-
cola County Sheriff’s deputies all
assisted troopers at the scene.

STATE REP. DR. Edward J. Canfield, D.O. (R-Sebewaing) recently praised his col-

leagues in the Michigan House of Representatives for approving his resolution de-

claring Feb. 1, 2018, as Blue Star Mothers Day in Michigan.  Blue Star Mothers of

America, Inc., is a national organization of mothers whose sons and daughters serve

in the nation’s armed forces. Sherry Kramer, a resident of Harbor Beach and presi-

dent of the Department of Michigan Officers, was in attendance.Canfield, who is a

U.S. Navy veteran, visited with members of the Blue Star Mothers of America in the

House chamber (above).
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Marriage isn’t
out of style....

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)
Allison Hrabec, a 2008 graduate

of Davison Schools, recently
graduated from Grand Valley
State University with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in secondary edu-
cation. She is certified to teach
mathematics and chemistry. Alli-
son is currently employed by Mt.
Morris Schools. Allison is the
daughter of Jim and Diane
Hrabec.

Natalie Eggleton of Midland and
Daniel Hrabec of Davison an-
nounce their engagement. Natalie
is the granddaughter of John and
Diane Popp of Midland. Daniel is
the son of Jim and Diane (Leslie)
Hrabec of Davison. A March wed-
ding is currently being planned.

Cass City boys’ basketball star
Cole Israelson has been named
Schneeberger’s Athlete of the
Week award winner. The Red
Hawk senior center came up large
during the team’s latest victory
over Bad Axe and tallied a game-
high 22 points. He poured in 12
points during the initial half and
finished the night with a perfect 8-
of-8 showing at the foul line. He
was the only player from either
team to score in each quarter. In
addition, Israelson was his usual
dominant force defensively ac-
cording to Coach Aaron Fernald.
Cole, a 3-year varsity player, is the
son of Deb and Kevin Israelson.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)
Three area residents are among

the students recently named to the
fall 2007 honors list at Alma Col-
lege, Alma, for achieving a mini-
mum 3.5 grade point average
while completing at least 13 credit
hours of coursework. They are:
freshman Emily Schinnerer of
Cass City and sophomore Mark
Recker and senior Karl Recker,
both of Ubly.

Kyle Reif of Caro was recently
named to the dean’s list at Spring
Arbor University, Spring Arbor,
for earning a grade point average
of 3.5 or higher during the fall
2007 semester. Reif, a freshman,
is majoring in social work. He is
the son of Kevin and Jane Reif.

Two area residents have been
named to the dean’s list at North-
wood University, Midland, for the
fall term. They are: freshman Sara
M. Meeker, daughter of Judith
Hopkins and Steven Meeker, both
of Cass City; and freshman Ryan
King, son of Gary King and Mary
King, both of Deford. To be
named to the dean’s list, a student
must achieve a minimum grade
point average of 3.25. on a scale
of 4.0.
Selah Wyatt of Kingston was this

year’s winner of the “Guess the
Candy Hearts” contest sponsored
by the Kingston Post Office.
There were 1,108 candy hearts in
a jar displayed at the office, and
the 5-year-old’s guess of 1,110
was the closest guess. She was re-
warded with 10 Disney stamps
and 10 Celebrates along with a
Birthday Postal Bear and, of
course, the jar full of candy. Post-
master Mike Godard reported
there were 66 entrants in all dur-
ing the contest.

Cass City’s Travis Mabe, Dean
Rabideau and Cody Crouch are
this week’s recipients of Schnee-
berger’s Athletes of the Week
honor. The Red Hawk grapplers
each advanced from individual
districts over the weekend and
will now compete at the regional
level in Standish-Sterling. All 3
wrestlers advanced by finishing
4th at Saturday’s 15-school dis-
trict in Caro; Crouch in the 112-
pound class, Rabideau in the
152-pound class and Mabe in the
119-pound class. Mabe, a junior,
will be making his second appear-
ance at the regional level while
Crouch, a freshman and Rabideau,
a sophomore, will be rookies at
the event.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
Longtime Cass City veterinarian

Dr. Ed Scollon was named the
1993 Citizen of the Year during
the annual Cass City Chamber of
Commerce Banquet Saturday
night at the Colony House. Pre-
senting the award is Nina Davis,
the 1992 recipient.  Cass City’s
1993 Junior Citizens of the Year
are Amy Osantowski and Melissa
Micklash.  

Katherine Graham of Cass City
graduated from the Boyd School

My wife, Deb, and I will mark our 36th wedding anniversary next
week.

We exchanged vows at a relatively young age — I was 20, she was
two years older than 20. Our prospects weren’t set in stone, but we had
plenty of initiative, enthusiasm and each other.
We lived in married housing at CMU while I finished my degree. Deb

worked at big box retailer in Mount Pleasant, and I fried doughnuts at
night at a French bakery in town.  Money was tight, but we couldn’t
have been happier. 
Those memories make me wonder if couples who wait for their trip to

the altar – or reject the idea altogether — are missing out.
Writer Julie Shaw tackled that subject some years ago in an article in

Slate Magazine, where she noted many men and women want to wed,
but they just aren’t in a hurry.

“Marriage these days signals that you’ve figured out how to be a
grown-up,” Shaw wrote.  “You’ve played the field, backpacked to Eu-
rope, and held a bartending gig to supplement an unpaid internship.
You’ve ‘arrived’, having finished school, settled into a career path,
bought a condo, figured out who you are, and found your soul mate.”
Shaw disputes the notion of marriage as an “end of the road” decision.
“Marriage wasn’t something we did after we’d grown up — it was

how we have grown up and grown together,” she wrote.  “The stability,
companionship and intimacy of marriage enabled us to overcome our
challenges and develop as individuals and (as) a couple.  We learned
how to be strong for one another, to comfort, to counsel and to share
our joys and not just our problems.”
That sort of thinking flies right in the face of what you’ll see on much

of the reality TV trash being churned out these days; shows where
everything is acceptable and there are no rules (or, apparently, conse-
quences) as long as some network moron is willing to point a camera
in your direction and a sufficient number of morons are willing to
watch.
But I digress.
A successful marriage requires us guys to put a little effort into under-

standing wife-speak.
For example: “Fine” — this is a word women use to end an argument

when they know they’re right and you need to shut up; “Nothing” —
means something and you need to be worried; “Go ahead” — this is a
dare, not permission; “That’s okay” — she’s thinking long and hard
about how and when you will pay for your mistake; and “Wow!” —
not a compliment, but rather her expressing amazement at how one per-
son could be so stupid.
On a serious note, I think Shaw hit the nail on the head at the conclu-

sion of her article when she said, “Marriage doesn’t require a big bank
account, a dazzling resume, or a televised wedding — it requires ma-
turity, commitment and a desire to grow up together.”

I’ve got the commitment thing down, but I’m not as confident about
my level of maturity or acting grown up all the time. I strongly suspect
my wife would concur with that assessment.

Oh well, maybe that’ll happen during the next 36 years.
Happy anniversary, Deb.

of Ubly, has completed recruit
training at the Naval Training
Center, Orlando, Fla.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  
John Sommers of Albion was

one of 277 students at Albion Col-
lege on the Dean’s List for the fall
semester. His grade point average
was 3.87. Mr. Sommers had a
print accepted by the National
Print and Drawing Show at the
University of Northern Illinois.
He is majoring in art and presently
doing student teaching in Jackson.

At a civil ceremony, Saturday,
Feb. 10, Mrs. Rachel McAlpine of
Deford was married to Calvin C.
Caverly of Kingston by Hon. Lu-
cille Wotton, Justice of Cass City.
The attendants were Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Cummings of North
Branch.

Seaman Roger L. Ashmore, 20,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Ashmore of 4592 Oak Street, has
been awarded the Vietnam Service
Medal for taking part in opera-
tions in Southeast Asian waters
Ashmore, a naval reservist, is
serving aboard the destroyer USS
Robert H. McCard, part of the U.
S. Seventh Fleet in the Gulf of
Tonkin. A 1965 graduate of Cass
City High School, Ashmore was
called into service last July and
will be released from active duty
this July.

Receiving a plaque from Les
Profit, manager of Klein’s Fertil-
izer in Cass City Wednesday was
Allen Merchant of Cass City.
Merchant was honored at a Lans-
ing banquet in the company’s 150-
bushel corn contest. In addition to
the plaque, Merchant was given a
cash award for producing a 156-
bushel yield on 20 acres. More
than 100 growers were honored.
In 1968 the company will offer a
$1,000 prize for a yield over 200
bushels per acre on a 20-acre or
larger field, Other awards will re-
main unchanged.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Moore have

received word from their son,
Howard Moore, who left Detroit
January 30 to enter the basic train-
ing center as an Army Air Cadet at
Miami, Florida. He wrote that he
had arrived safely and that the
weather was warm but he could
“take it.”
First Lieutenant Howard R. Tay-

lor of Fort Sheridan, Ill., came
Saturday to spend a five days fur-
lough with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. R. M. Taylor. On Sunday, R.
M. Taylor and Howard were
guests in the home of their daugh-
ter and sister, Mrs. Robert Edger-
ton, in Bad Axe. Mrs. Taylor is
spending some time there. Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Warren and son,
Wayne, of Detroit were also Sun-
day guests there.
Lewis Profit, freshman at Central

Michigan College, Mt. Pleasant,
was among the ten top speakers in
the second round of the freshman
speech contests. Subject of the
contest is “The United States in
the War.” Lewis is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Wm. Profit of Cass City
and is a graduate of Cass City
High School. Judges of the contest
in which Lewis was selected
among the ten best speakers were
24 students at Central who are
majors and minors in speech.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Calvin Lauderbach, son of Mr.
and Mrs. L. B. Lauderbach, until
a few years ago residents of Cass
City, is now attending the Univer-
sity of Southern California in Los
Angeles and upheld the honors of
that institution in a recent debate
with Whittier College, the U. S. C.
team winning a three-to-one deci-
sion. The Lauderbach family are
now residing in Santa Ana, Cali-
fornia, and the Daily Register of
that city in its write-up of the de-
bate says: “Lauderbach defended
the negative side of the question
of Federal conscription of labor
for the period of the war. His de-
livery was forceful and his reason-
ing clear. 

James D. Brooker has been ap-
pointed explosives licensing agent
for Cass City. The appointment,
comes through the Bureau of
Mines, Department of that office
and Mr. Brooker is authorized to
execute the duties Congressional
act.

of Airline/Travel Careers in Pitts-
burgh, Pa., Feb. 12. She received
a diploma after completing a pro-
gram which prepares students for
virtually all entry level positions
in the travel industry. Graham is a
graduate of Deford Christian
Academy.

The Cass City High School
Snow King and Queen were an-
nounced at the half of the Cass
City-Lakers basketball game Fri-
day. Honored were seniors
Heather Stratton and Ron Bouck.

Ivan and Roxanne Stine an-
nounce the birth of a baby boy,
Brandon Carl, Feb. 12 at Huron
Memorial Hospital, Bad Axe. He
weighed 9 pounds, 3 1/2 ounces,
and was 22 1/2 inches long.
Grandparents are Carl and Bar-
bara Keller and Elizabeth Stine.
Great-grandmothers are Julia
Gornowicz and Eleanor Keller.

Stacey Horiski, a senior at Sagi-
naw Valley State University, Sag-
inaw, has been named to the
dean’s list for achieving a grade
point average of 3.75 for the fall
semester. A social work major, she
is the daughter of Connie Willis of
Cass City and Don Horiski of
Bach.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  
Airman Craig R. Farver son of

Robert L. and Phyllis F. Farver of
Fairgrove has been assigned to
Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas,
after completing Air Force basic
training. During the six weeks at
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas,
he studied the Air Force mission,
organization and customs and re-
ceived special training in human
relations. Farver will now receive
specialized instruction in the com-
munications field.

The Gagetown Village Council
Monday evening hired Robert
McBride of Owendale as its new
part time police officer. McBride,
who worked as a policeman a few
years ago in Gagetown, for now
will work 20-24 hours a week and
be paid $6 an hour. He replaces
Marc Bridson, who worked full
time, who resigned to accept po-
sition with the Bad Axe Police
Department.
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Romzek of

Ubly announce the engagement of
their daughter, Mary J. Romzek,
to Charles H. Spaetzel, son of Mr.
and Mrs. James Spaetzel of Ar-
gyle. Mary is a 1981 graduate of
Ubly High School and is attending
St. Clair County Community Col-
lege in Port Huron. A farmer,
Charles is a 1981 graduate of
Deckerville High School. A wed-
ding is tentatively planned in
1984.

Faith T. Edwards of Dutcher
Road, Cass City, has been in-
cluded in the 1982 edition of Out-
standing Young Women of
America. The program is designed
to honor women ages 21-36 who
have distinguished themselves in
their homes, professions and com-
munities. Approximately 23,000
women nationwide will be listed
in the annual edition.

40 YEARS AGO (1978)

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Schnee-
berger of Cass City announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Cynthia Kay Marshall, to Keith
Thomas Clark, son of Mrs. Edith
Clark and the late Clarence Clark
of East Liverpool, Ohio. Miss
Marshall is employed at Mt. Ver-
non State Institute as an Activity
Therapist in Mt. Vernon, Ohio.
She is a 1972 graduate of Cass
City High School and a 1977
graduate of Mt. Vernon Nazarene
College with a BA in Sociology.
Her fiancé is a 1974 graduate of
East Liverpool High School and is
a senior at Mt. Vernon Nazarene
College. He will be graduating in
May and plans to attend the
Nazarene Theological Seminary
for his Master’s. They will be re-
siding in Kansas City, Mo. A July
15 wedding is planned.

Marie Hobart, a junior from
Gagetown has been named to the
dean’s list at Albion College for
the fall semester. To earn the
honor, a student must have a 3.4
or better grade point average
(based on a 4.0 system) while car-
rying a full class schedule. She is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ben-
son E. Hobart, 2558 Hobart Road.

Navy Seaman Recruit James M.
Particka, son of Florian Particka
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Sherry Law, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Law and Wayne Dillon,
son of Mrs. Don Russell of Unionville and the late Steven Dillon were
united in marriage on August 20, 1966 at St. Pancratius Catholic Church
in Cass City with Father Arnold Messing performing the nuptial cere-
mony. 

Maid of Honor was Gayle Dillon, sister of the groom. Bridesmaids
were April Fluegge and Linda McConkey, friends of the bride.
Best man was Gerald Generous, friend of the groom. Groomsmen were

Delbert Law, brother of the bride and Barry Hedley, friend of the groom.
Ushers were Richard Reid, Phil MacKay, Bernard Romain and Ben
Clark. A reception and buffet supper was held following the ceremony
in the Pigeon VFW Hall.

Wayne and Sherry have lived in the Cass City Area for most of their
marriage. They are retired from the Cass City School District. Wayne
was a guidance counselor and co-op director and Sherry was an ele-
mentary teacher. 
Together they have two sons, Jeff (Julee) Dillon of Auburn, Mich. and

Scott (Suzanna) Dillon of Denton, Tex. They have four grandchildren,
Jaydee, Drew, Regan and Jack.

The couple, along with their children and grandchildren, celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. 

(MS) - For many couples, plan-
ning a honeymoon is just as im-
portant as planning the wedding

Trends in honeymoon planning
2018 Bridal Guide

itself. Regardless of where you
plan to go on your honeymoon,
there are some things you should

do and some new ideas of which
you need to be aware in order to
make it the kind of experience
you want it to be.

First, you must decide on a
budget. If money is not an issue
for you, bon voyage! However, if
you're like most couples getting
married, you're already paying
for more than you anticipated.
Establish a budget and use it as a
guide. You may also want to con-
sider using a honeymoon bridal
registry like the free one provided
by TheHoneymoon.com. Honey-
moon registries allow wedding
guests to contribute toward spe-
cific elements of your honey-
moon. Things like shore
excursions, parasailing, spa serv-
ices and tours all make great
wedding gifts. These are becom-
ing more popular as couples get-
ting married nowadays often
have many of the basic house-
hold necessities that comprise a
traditional gift registry.
After deciding on a budget, fig-

ure out where you would like to
go. If you and your spouse-to-be
want the same type of honey-
moon experience, no problem.

However, if one of you
wants adventure

and the other
wants to relax in
the sun, you
need to compro-
mise. There are
destinations that

can satisfy
y o u
b o t h ;

y o u
j u s t
need

to do some research. Of course, it
is also important that your desti-
nation fits your budget.

Once you have a destination in
mind, decide whether you want
an all-inclusive package or
whether you would prefer to be
on your own a little more. For
those with tight budgets, an all-
inclusive honeymoon has the ad-
vantage of one all-inclusive
package price. This includes
most activities at both all-inclu-
sive resorts and on cruises. How-
ever, there are usually things that
are not included for which you
will need to pay. Again, these
make great gift items for your
honeymoon registry. If the idea
of an all-inclusive honeymoon
with multiple destinations excites
you, then a cruise may be the
dream honeymoon for you.

If you wish to be on your own
to take in more of the surround-
ing area and culture, then you
have a lot of options at your dis-
posal. Do you want a big hotel, or
a small boutique hotel with his-
tory and character? If you like to
experience the world through
your taste buds, you'll want a va-
riety of gastronomical adven-
tures. In other words, if you don't
want to be confined to a preset
menu of activities and dining ex-
periences, then you may be better
off creating your own experience.
Of course, the honeymoon takes

on a whole new meaning when
you decide to do a "destination
wedding." These are becoming
very popular as more couples de-
cide to forego the average
$20,000 wedding price tag in ad-
dition to the honeymoon expense.
These are especially popular with
second marriages. It's easier to
get married in some countries
than others, so check with a reli-
able information source first.

Your final step is booking and
paying for this trip. Many honey-
moon suppliers offer specials for
early booking, which may or may
not include airfare. Many pack-
ages that include airfare can offer
significant savings because these
suppliers buy airline seats in bulk
at a discount and then package
hotel and sometimes car rental to
give you significant value. Usu-
ally these packages need to be
purchased from a travel agent or
from businesses like TheHoney-
moon.com, which combine travel
agent services, the convenience
of the Internet, honeymoon reg-
istry, personal wedding Web
pages, and honeymoon informa-
tion all at your fingertips - all
from the convenience of your
home or office.

Dillons reminisce on
their wedding day

Sherry and Wayne Dillon in 1966

Wayne and Sherry Dillon now
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(MS)-Weddings are all about the
bride, right? After all, "Here
Comes the Bride" is played, she
walks down the aisle with a spe-
cial escort, while the groom hangs
out to watch all of the festivities
unfold. Actually, a wedding cele-
brates the union between two peo-
ple who will be spending their
lives together, therefore it is im-
portant to make the groom feel in-
cluded.

Even though many of the maga-
zines are geared toward the bride,
the major wedding issues include
tips for the groom as well, notably
a listing of his responsibilities
leading up to the big day. Here are
some of those responsibilities,
courtesy of
YourWeddingPlan.com.
• Announce engagement to family
and friends.
• Choose and pay for engagement
and wedding rings with your fi-
ance

Evans Gibbard and Lillian Otu-
lakowski were married June 21,
1958 at St. Pancratius Catholic
Church in Cass City, with Pat &
Joe Walsh being the maid of honor
and best man. The year 2018
marks the couple’s 60th year of
marriage.

Together, Evans
and Lillian have 6
children: Theresa
(Keith) Welby,
Dan (Chris) Gib-
bard, Christine
(Greg) Moore, Sandra (Dan) Tay-

lor, Kim (Kevin) Theil, and their
son Tommy who passed away in
1986.

They have 9 grandchildren and
16 great-grandchildren. 

Evans retired from
building construc-
tion in the Detroit
area, while Lillian is

a casual employee at
Hills and Dales General

Hospital. 
The couple are currently retired

and reside in Cumber Heights,
Ubly on the Gibbard family farm.

Gibbards set to 
celebrate 60 
years together

Don’t forget the groom on your special day

(MS)- Many couples remem-
ber their wedding day through
photographs, videos and a
guest book. The book is placed
near the door and guests are
encouraged to sign their names
and write a little message. But,
for the creative couple you can
express your individuality
with clever ideas that borrow
tradition from the guest book.
Here's a few ideas, courtesy of
Easiest WeddingTM.
• Ask your friends and family
to sign a mat board that you
will later frame along with a
photograph of yourself and
your new husband. As an un-
conventional form of remem-
bering your guests, the
signatures can be mounted in
your new home.
• In Asian cultures, wedding
guests sign a piece of silk with
a permanent marker. This, too,
makes an unforgettable deco-
ration to hang in your home.
• Have a special wedding quilt
made that can be signed on
one side during the reception. 
• If you or your husband-to-be
are sports enthusiasts, consider
having your guests sign a bas-
ketball, golf club bag, tennis
skirt or shorts, or running
wear. Let your imagination run
wild.
• Have a special 12-month cal-
endar made for the year of
your wedding. Ask each fam-
ily member and friend to sign
on the date of their birthday.
This not only is a memento of
your wedding, but you'll re-
member guests' birthdays, too.
• A white linen tablecloth and
matching napkins can be
signed with an indelible
marker. On each occasion you
set your table, you'll have your
wedding guests dining with
you. If you're ambitious, later
you can embroider over the
signatures, using thread colors
matching those of either your
dining room or wedding bou-
quet.

Mark the 
day with a 
memento

• Draw up a guest list with your
family.
• With fiance, meet the celebrant
and discuss the ceremony, legal
requirements and any pre-marital
counseling that may be required.
• Choose your Best Man and ush-
ers.
• Discuss honeymoon destinations
- check passport validity, visas
and vaccinations required.
• Choose your wardrobe and
arrange for the male members of
the bridal party to provide sizes.
• Pre-book accommodations for
out-of-town guests and attendants
• If you're having a bridal registry,
help your fiance choose your pre-
ferred styles.
• Arrange to pay for bride's bou-
quet, corsages and boutonnieres.
• Confirm and reconfirm honey-
moon arrangements, pick-up
travel documents, travellers
cheques and, if travelling over-
seas, exchange at least $100 of

foreign currency.
• Attend (and try to survive) bach-
elor party two weeks before the
wedding.
• Consider your grooming - if a
haircut is in order, try to make the
appointment for at least a week
before your wedding day.
• Pick up suits and arrange their
return (usually via the Best Man).
• Plan and practice your speech.
• Place celebrants fee (and other
on-the-day expenses) in an enve-
lope and give to the Best Man.
• Make sure the Best Man has the
rings - then make sure again!
• Be on time, and be understand-
ing when your bride is not.
The groom should be involved in

all aspects of wedding planning. Evans and Lillian Gibbard now

Evans and Lillian Gibbard in 1958
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the state level is to invest more
money in career and technical ed-
ucation programs, and we are cer-
tainly 100 percent on board with
that,” Hartel said.

Hartel noted the proposal fits in
well with the district’s member-
ship in a Local Career and College
Access Network (LCCAN),
which emphasizes ensuring stu-
dents are prepared to pursue ca-
reers after graduating from high
school, regardless of whether that
preparation means college or
skilled trades training.
“We support the skilled trades as

much (as higher education),” he
said. “Not everybody wants to go
to college.”

David Murray, communications
director for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Talent and Economic De-
velopment (DTE), agreed.

“CTE centers provide students
with the opportunity to explore ca-
reers while they are just starting
on their pathway,” Murray said.
“Too often, we see students wait
until college to find out that they
don’t like a particular career, and
accumulate debt along the way.
“There are so many great oppor-

tunities in Michigan,” he added.
“Some require a four-year degree
and some require a certificate or a
two-year degree. We want to
make sure people are aware of all
the pathways.”
That goal is a big part of the mis-

sion at the Tuscola Technology
Center in Caro, which is part of
the Tuscola Intermediate School
District and offers career and tech-
nical education programs to stu-
dents from all nine of Tuscola
County’s public school districts.
Students who attend the tech cen-
ter can choose from roughly 20
career areas, including art and dig-
ital design, computer technology,
culinary arts, marketing and busi-
ness, cosmetology, nursing/health,
construction, and automotive
technology.

SHYANNE LaFond (standing) practices brushing a pa-

tient’s (Kendra DeLong) teeth in their nursing careers

class at the tech center, where they are pursuing their

CAN (certified nursing assistant) credentials. Both are

juniors from Kingston High School.

REESE HIGH School junior Dylan Tetil hones

his welding skills at the tech center.

Continued from page one.

Career tech funding may get boost
“I’m excited (about the gover-

nor’s proposal),” commented
Shawn Petri, who serves as prin-
cipal of the tech center as well as
career and technical education di-
rector.
“It blends the local schools even

more with the tech center,” Petri
said. “I see the tech center as
being their (local districts’)
school. This will open up even
more opportunities and allow kids
to explore their careers.”

In addition to exposing students
to a host of in-demand career op-
tions with hands-on training, Petri
noted, the tech center offers kids
the opportunity to earn college
credit and professional certifica-
tions in the process – and the tech
center covers dual enrollment col-
lege tuition and certification exam
fees.

The result is that whether stu-
dents are prepared to enter the
work force out of high school or
must complete additional training
after earning their high school
diploma – depending on the field
they choose – they’re well on their

way to a satisfying career by the
time they leave the tech center,
Petri said.  

“We get this stigma where (peo-
ple think) we’re just a shop class,
but we’re the launching point,” he
added. “We’re launching students
into a career.”
And that’s where additional fund-

ing for technical and career edu-
cation comes in, according to
Whiston.

“This investment would greatly
help schools in offering, and suc-
cessfully operating, tech pro-
grams, and further demonstrates
Michigan’s commitment to being
the national leader in developing
talent and offering multiple path-
ways for students to high-demand,
high-wage jobs,” Whiston said.
“We know there is more work to

be done in expanding career and
technical education statewide for
all students, but this is a solid first
step and a great precursor to the
forthcoming Marshall Plan sup-
porting initiatives to help Michi-
gan students.”

Michigan records first
pediatric death due to flu 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) last
week confirmed Michigan’s first influenza-associated pediatric death
of the 2017-2018 flu season.

The reported death involved a child from the Upper Peninsula. Na-
tionally, there have been more than 50 influenza-associated pediatric
deaths reported during the 2017-2018 flu season.
This flu season has seen elevated activity across the country over the

past few weeks, with some of the highest hospitalization rates ever
recorded, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).

MDHHS strongly recommends that everyone 6 months of age and
older get a seasonal flu vaccine. Influenza claims the lives of children
every year across the United States, which is why health officials are
continuing to remind residents that it’s not too late to get vaccinated for
protection this season.
“It is not too late to get vaccinated,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical

executive for MDHHS. “The vaccine is your best defense against the
flu and will help reduce the severity of symptoms if you catch the flu
despite being vaccinated. And remember, if you or your child is sick,
stay home to help protect others.”
More than three quarters of the positive influenza specimens confirmed

by the MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories this flu season have been an
H3N2 virus, which can cause severe flu infections in children, as well
as in young- and middle-aged adults.
The flu vaccine is still considered the best way to prevent getting the

flu and can also reduce the severity of flu illness.
Health officials say the vaccine is especially important for persons at

increased risk for complications from flu, including children, adults
aged 65 years and older, persons of any age with underlying medical
conditions, and pregnant women. Children under the age of six months
are too young to be vaccinated and need to be protected by vaccination
of their close contacts, including parents, siblings, grandparents, child
care workers and healthcare personnel.

During the 2016-2017 flu season, only 44.2 percent of Michigan res-
idents were vaccinated against flu, ranking Michigan in 33rd in the
country.

There is still plenty of flu vaccine available. To find flu vaccine near
you, call your healthcare provider, local health department, or check
the Health Map Vaccine Finder at Flushot.healthmap.org.
For more information about the flu, visit Michigan.gov/flu.

New mobile app helps
WIC participants keep
track of their benefits

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

There is a new mobile application available to help those who partic-
ipate in the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services’
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program.

“Between the Huron County and the Tuscola County health depart-
ments, we provide services to 2,500 WIC families every year,” said Ann
Hepfer, who serves as health officer for both Thumb health departments.
“The WIC program is for pregnant women and children up to age five.”
The free Michigan WIC Connect application offers existing clients the

ability to view their benefits, available food benefits, location of nearby
participating grocery stores, and upcoming WIC appointments on their
mobile device.

The program not only helps with nutrition for mothers and children,
but also has a positive impact on the local economy. 
“Over $1 million dollars goes back into our local economy when they

purchase their WIC benefits,” Hepfer explained. “As an added bonus,
they get coupons in the summer to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables
from farm markets.

“We also provide breastfeeding food packages tailored to the mom
and infant’s needs. We offer breastfeeding support services that are pro-
vided by certified breastfeeding staff,” she added.

WIC is a federally-funded program that provides nutritious food, nu-
trition education, promotes breastfeeding support as well as referrals to
health agencies and other programs for eligible women, infants and chil-
dren.

“WIC has made so many advances in the past few years by offering
more varieties,” Hepfer said. “The program has breads and buns such
as whole wheat, whole grains, whole wheat and white pasta that come
in name brands such as Barilla and Delallo, Spartan and Kroger; tor-
tillas; cold and hot cereals; infant formula (and) infant fruits; and veg-
etables, eggs, cheese, yogurts, low fat milks, soy beverages, peanut
butter, and 100 percent fruit juices.”
According to Hepfer, WIC program income guidelines “are very gra-

cious,” and children enrolled in the program receive lead testing, he-
moglobin testing and immunizations as part of their WIC visit.
More information is available on the website Michigan.gov/wic.
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(989) 912-2440
Nicholas P. Bliss

Financial Advisor
6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38

Cass City, MI 48726
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THE CASS CITY Rotary Club had a representative on hand in Pasadena, Calif., for

this year’s Rose Bowl Parade. Debra Kranz, pictured at far right with husband Jim,

explained an email was passed on to her from the Rotary International Float Com-

mittee with information about sponsoring and working on the float. “I investigated

and said, this is for me,” recalled Kranz, who serves as president of the local Rotary

Club. “Jim just went along as a good sport, but was soon gluing blueberries on the

Rotary sign right along with me. It had been on my bucket list to see the parade live,

but having the opportunity to actually work on a float was a big bonus.” Also known

as the Tournament of Roses Parade, the event was started in 1890 and is  held in

Pasadena each year on New Year’s Day. This year’s 129th annual event featured 44

floats, 20 equestrian units with roughly 400 horses, and 21 marching bands. The

theme was “Making a Difference” and the Grand Marshal was actor and humani-

tarian Gary Sinise.

News briefs

Millage renewal is on tap 
HURON COUNTY – The Huron County Board of Commissioners re-
cently approved placing a millage renewal request for road improve-
ments on the Tuesday, May 8, ballot. 

Voters will be asked to support renewal of one mill for five years to
provide funds for primary roads and major and local streets within the
county. If approved the tax would generate an estimated $2,033,006 for
primary roads and about $327,000 for major and local streets.

Tech center open house set 
CARO – Tuscola Intermediate School District officials are inviting all
area residents to attend an annual open house at the Tuscola Technology
Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro.

The event is scheduled for today (Wednesday) from 4 to 6 p.m. and
will feature fun, snacks and prizes.

The tech center serves students from all of Tuscola County’s public
school districts, providing career and technical education programs in
20 difference career fields, including art and digital design,  computer
technology, automotive repair, culinary arts, agriscience, nursing/health
and welding.

Apply now for heating credit
MICHIGAN — Applications for the Home Heating Credit (HHC),
which helps low-income Michiganders with their winter energy bills,
are now being processed for the 2017 tax year.
Last year, nearly 315,000 state residents applied for the credit, accord-

ing to the Michigan Department of Treasury, and the average credit was
$170.

Instruction booklets and forms have been mailed out by the Treasury
Department. Individuals may apply for the credit even if they do not
file a Michigan tax return. Forms and instructional materials are avail-
able on the Internet at michigan.gov/incometax or by calling 517-636-
4486.
Forms also will be available at many libraries, Northern Michigan post

offices, and Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) offices across the state. Heating assistance information is
available at michigan.gov/heatingassistance.

More than 83 percent of the credit applications were filed electroni-
cally in 2017. E-filing speeds processing and reduces HHC processing
errors. To find an authorized e-file provider and information on free
services, visit Treasury’s website at MIFastFile.org.

Canfield announces hours
THUMB — State Rep. Dr. Edward J. Canfield, D.O., (R-Sebewaing)
has set his in-district office hours for the following times and locations:

*Friday, Feb. 23, from noon to 1 p.m. at the Reese District Library,
2065 Gates St. in Reese.

*Monday, Feb. 26, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Bad Axe Public Li-
brary, 200 S. Hanselman St., Bad Axe.
“Meeting with the people in our community on a regular basis is very

important to me,” Canfield said. “I welcome anyone to come with con-
cerns, issues, or ideas they may have.”
No appointment is necessary. Those unable to attend may contact Can-

field’s office at (517) 373-0476 or via email at
EdwardCanfield@house.mi.gov.

Canfield represents Michigan’s 84th District, which is comprised of
Tuscola and Huron counties.

Owendale: Let faucets drip
OWENDALE — Owendale Village officials want residents to allow a
cold water faucet to drip in their homes due to the cold weather. Run-
ning a faucet at a slow trickle helps to prevent water lines from freezing. 
Customer bills will be given credit for extra water used, up to 50 gal-

lons per day during this time, explained village Clerk Randy Howard.
In other village business, DPW Superintendent Steve Sweatland re-

cently reported sewer pumps and an autodialer have been installed, and
that the pressure gauge on the water tower should be installed soon.
In addition, Sweatland’s employment contract is up for review and re-

newal. The contract will be reviewed and presented to the council dur-
ing its next regular meeting.

Tire collection program set
TUSCOLA COUNTY — Tuscola County Recycling and the Tuscola
County Mosquito abatement program will once again offer free satellite
collection sites for unwanted tires.
Townships, cities and villages that would like to have a tire collection

in their municipality should contact the recycling center at (989) 672-
1673. Applications for the collections will be accepted through the end
of February.

During the 2017 tire collections, Tuscola County officials collected
148,045 pounds of tires.


