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Tuscola County sheriff names
Herman “Officer of the Year”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department honored its own last week
during the department’s annual meeting and awards ceremony.

Highlighting the evening was Sheriff Glen Skrent’s presentation of
the 2017 Officer of the Year Award to Sgt. Josh Herman.

“Starting service at the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Office in 2002 as a
corrections officer, he has moved up through the ranks to obtain the
road patrol sergeant’s position in 2017.  Besides normal road patrol du-
ties, Sgt. Herman is a drone pilot, field training officer, accident inves-
tigator and was in charge of the child car seat safety program,” Skrent
said.
“Sgt. Herman has received numerous awards throughout his career.  It

is a testimony to his professional demeanor and reliability,” he added.
In addition, Skrent recognized several other officers. He presented life-

saving citations to deputies Cody Neuville, Michael Kemp and Steve
Roland, and a professional excellence commendation to Deputy Brent
Dawson, stemming from their efforts in an Oct. 29 incident at the
county jail.
“Corrections Officer Dawson was alerted to an ill inmate that needed

immediate medical attention. Deputies Neuville, Kemp and Roland ini-
tiated CPR until MMR arrived on scene,” Skrent said. “Per MMR, the
actions of the staff were a significant factor in bringing the inmate back
from certain death.  The early recognition and administering of CPR
were the life saving measures necessary to give the patient prompt and

Powell waives preliminary
exam, pre-trial hearing next

TUSCOLA County Sheriff Glen Skrent (left)

presented Sgt. Josh Herman with the 2017 Offi-

cer of the Year award during the department’s

annual meeting last week.

Please turn to page 8.

Worst flu season since
2009 is far from over

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City High School senior has been bound over to Tuscola
County Circuit Court on a felony charge alleging he made a threat
against the school on a social networking site last month.
Dalton A. Powell, 17, of Gagetown, waived his preliminary examina-

tion in Tuscola County District Court early last week. He faces one

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) officials are calling
this flu season the worst since 2009, and it’s far from over.

The flu season generally runs about 20 weeks, and this is only week
nine. So far, 39 states are reporting widespread cases of the flu, up from
32 states. 
According to the CDC, this flu season is expected to break records in

the number of pediatric deaths and hospitalizations. The illness has
claimed 37 children in the United States. More than 100 people nation-
wide have died from the flu this season.

“We know that in Tuscola we have 43 cases confirmed and in Huron
six between Jan. 1 (and) Jan. 29,” said Ann Hepfer, health officer for
both the Huron and Tuscola county health departments.
Two weeks ago, there were only 28 reported cases of the flu in Tuscola

County. 
While those numbers may seem low to consider the illness widespread,

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 16.

Two ice fishermen lose lives on Saginaw Bay

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A pair of ice fishermen lost their
lives after falling through the ice
on Saginaw Bay Sunday after-
noon, the Huron County Sheriff’s
Department reported.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson identified the victims
Monday morning as Willard E.
Slider, 69, of Caro, and Dennis W.
Shaw, 73, of Fowlerville.

Hanson said deputies were dis-
patched to the shoreline commu-
nity of Rose Island in Fairhaven

Township at about 2:30 p.m.
“The search had been initiated

after it was learned that a local
resident who was a friend of one
of the missing (fishermen) had re-
ceived a voicemail from that vic-
tim, which indicated he and
another male had broken through
the ice and were requesting imme-
diate help,” Hanson said.

“With the friend searching and
the responding deputies arriving,
as well as our airboat #152, the
believed scene was located, with
an ATV and fish shanty in the
water about a quarter-mile west of

Rose Island.”
With no sign of the fishermen

and the water being about four
feet deep, Tuscola County Sher-
iff’s Department Sgt. Justin Nitz
and Deputy Kirk Dutcher tethered
themselves to the airboat and got
into the water to walk around in
search of the victims while Huron
County Sheriff’s Department
divers were on their way, accord-
ing to Hanson.

“After searching that hole with
no luck, they re-boarded the air-
boat, and a search of the surround-

DUANE CHIPPI, left, addresses the Chamber of Commerce Annual Din-

ner gathering after being named, along with his wife Janice, Cass City

Citizens of the Year for 2018. Looking on is last year’s award winner

Sherryl Seeley who revealed the selections. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE Edward J. Can-

field, left, and Jim McLoskey, District Represen-

tative for State Senator Mike Green, were

present Saturday at the VFW hall to help laud

Cass City’s 2018 Junior Citizen of the Year,

Robert J. Weaver. 

by Clarke Haire
Publisher 

The Cass City Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Dinner was high-
lighted by Duane and Janice
Chippi, along with Robert J.
Weaver, Saturday when they were
announced as the 2018 Citizens of
the Year and Junior Citizen of the
Year selections in front of a pack
house at the local VFW hall. 

For over 50 years, the Cass City

Chamber of Commerce has pre-
sented the highly coveted awards
to individuals who have gone
above and beyond in their service
to the community. These people
have invested their time, their tal-
ents and their energy to ensuring
Cass City remains a haven for
small-town living.

Sharing the spotlight with the
Chippi family on the night was
Sherryl Seeley. She was the 2017
Citizen of the Year, but was un-

able to attend her own celebration
last year. However, in traditional
fashion, Seeley was on hand over
the weekend to present this year’s
winner to the crowd, along with
2014 award winner Connie
Iwankovitsch.

“First of all, this evening, I
would like to say a huge thank
you for selecting me as your hon-
oree last year. I was in the hospital
for a five-week stint at the time of
this banquet and my family ac-
cepted the honor for me, but it
gave me a boost when I really
needed it,” said Seeley before
quickly revealing the night’s
biggest mystery.

“I am pleased to announce that
the Citizens of the Year for 2018
are Duane and Janice Chippi, very
humble and generous people,” she
said.

Janice and Duane were married
in 1954. Together they managed
Cass City Oil & Gas and several
area gas stations for over 60 years,
before Janice’s death on Nov. 13,
2017. They had two children:
Debra and William.

Although successful business
partner, the Chippi’s generosity
behind the scenes is what set them
apart for most others and included
support for Revive Ministries, the
Tuscola County 4-H program, and
Cass City Youth Football and Lit-
tle League programs, Boy Scouts
of America, the Cass City Gun
Club. They also supported events
such as the Freedom Festival –
and one of Janice’s favorites –
Cass City’s Christmas in the Vil-
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Owen-Gage announces students of the month
The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-

dents of the month for January is
being a “Responsible Learner”.  A
student who is a responsible
learner is a self-directed learner,
appreciates education, and be-
lieves in the importance of a con-
tinuing education.  The student

values life-long learning habits
along with the importance of com-
munity and global responsibility.
The following students have been
chosen: Brooklyn Hunt, fourth
grade (elementary level), daughter
of Eric and Samantha Hunt;
Dagon LaCroix, seventh grade
(junior high level), daughter of
James and Amy LaCroix; Clay
Evans, ninth grade (high school
level), son of Maurice and Tanya
Evans; and Alyson Witzke,
twelfth grade (senior student),
daughter of Mike and Christina
Witzke.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Alyson Witzke.  Witzke has been
very active in sports throughout
high school.  She was a member
of the volleyball team for three
years and a member of the basket-
ball and softball teams all four
years. She also has been a member
of the band, as well as a partici-

pant in the Tri-County Honors
Band each year.  She served as a
band officer her junior year.  

Witzke was inducted into the
Owen-Gage Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society as a sopho-
more and currently is the N.H.S.
treasurer.  She has been on the
honor roll and a member of the 3.0
Honors Club all throughout high
school.  Witzke was a homecom-
ing representative her sophomore
and senior years. She has been a
member of the yearbook staff the
past three years and served as the
co-editor the past two years. 

Witzke has attended the Huron
Area Technical Center enrolled in
the health sciences program her
junior and senior years.  She is
also a member of Health Occupa-
tions Students of America
(HOSA).  Witzke enjoys reading,
swimming and summer softball.

Witzke plans to attend Saginaw
Valley State University to pursue
a career in nursing.

Brent Kostanko, formerly of
Cass City and a 1987 Cass City
graduate, was recently promoted
to the rank of Fire Lieutenant in
the Ann Arbor City Fire Depart-
ment. 

Kostanko hired onto the depart-
ment in 1998 and currently resides
in Lenawee County with his bride,
Carrie (Tuckey) Kostanko and
their four children.
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Brooklyn Hunt

Dagon LaCroix Clay Evans Alyson Witzke

Brent Kostanko

Kostanko
promoted

Rajin Sutter

Doctors David and Jyoti Sutter
of Ann Arbor announce the birth
of their son Rajin David Sutter. 
Rajin was born January 16, 2018

at 10:46 a.m. at the University of
Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor.
He weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounces
and was 21 inches long. 

Rajin was welcomed home by
his brother Nikhil.

Rajin’s grandparents are Connie
and Bill Roemer of Deford, Dave
and Tisha Sutter of Caro and
Jayashri and Shashi Kothavale of
Cumming, GA.
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The Michigan Department of Environmental Qual-
ity (DEQ) recently released its 22nd annual solid
waste report, which offers a look at inputs to Michi-
gan’s landfills.  

There was a 3.1 percent overall increase in solid
waste disposed of in Michigan landfills compared to
FY 2016. Waste disposed of by Michigan residents
and businesses increased by less than 1 percent, and
waste imported from other states and Canada in-
creased by 11.3 percent.  
Imported waste represents 25.5 percent of all waste

disposed of in Michigan landfills. The largest source
of waste imports into Michigan continues to be from
Canada, contributing 20.9 percent of waste disposed
of in Michigan.  Thirteen states import waste into
Michigan, with Ohio contributing the largest amount
of waste imported to Michigan, of the 13 states.  
All 69 Michigan landfills are required to submit in-

formation on disposal to DEQ. The department com-
piles the information into an annual report for the
legislature.  The DEQ intends to continue stake-
holder discussions regarding options to promote in-
creased recycling and reduce waste disposal in
Michigan. 

**********    

In the last six months, the Red Cross responded to
over 27,000 single and multi-family home fires
across the country, providing assistance, warm blan-
kets and shelter to those who lost everything. 

Every year, during the winter months, there is a
spike in home fire emergencies. But did you know
that heating equipment is involved in one of every
six home fires?

Don’t let your home be part of this statistic; learn
how to keep your home warm and safe through the
winter months. 

Here are some tips to keep your home safe right
now: 
* Make sure to always keep anything that gives off
heat at least three feet away from flammable materi-
als or items. 
* Never plug more than one heating appliance into
an outlet. 
* Keep portable gas generators outside and away
from windows to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. 
* If you have a fireplace, make sure your chimney is
checked and cleaned by a professional once a year.
Use a metal or glass screen that is large enough to
prevent escaping embers. 
* Never leave fires (or candles) burning, or heating
appliances plugged in, while asleep, in another room,
or when you leave your home.
You can also get more tips here on checking appli-
ances, inspecting electronics and outlets, and setting
up smoke alarms. 

**********    

In honor of fallen Wayne State University police of-
ficer Collin Rose, Secretary of State Ruth Johnson
joined local law enforcement in Southeast Michigan
this week to promote organ and tissue donation. 

“Sgt. Rose was a man who gave easily of himself
to others, so it is no surprise that his final wish was
to give of himself through the gift of life,” Johnson
said. “I am so proud of our new partnership with his
brothers and sisters in law enforcement to remember
his legacy and help others through organ and tissue
donation.”
Sgt. Rose was killed in the line of duty in November

2016 and his family supported his decision as a reg-
istered organ and tissue donor to give the gift of life
to others.  Because of his generosity, many lives were
improved. 

“With the support of our branch office staff, we
have made great strides since I was elected to in-
crease the number of registered donors,” Johnson
said. “Michigan has actually gone from one of the
worst states in the nation to one of the best states for
organ donor registration.”

In 2011, when Johnson became Secretary of State,
only 27 percent of Michigan residents were regis-
tered as organ donors. Today, under her leadership,
that number has climbed to over 62 percent.

“Those numbers represent hope to real people,”
Johnson said. “There are over 3,300 people in Michi-
gan right now whose families are waiting for that
life-saving phone call.”   

Those interested in learning more or registering as
an organ and tissue donor can visit
http://www.michigan.gov/sos and click on “Organ
Donation.” 
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

To the moon and back

slipped the surly bonds of earth to touch the face of
God.”
To this day when I have to stop at that traffic light in

downtown Cass City, I think of the Challenger disas-
ter.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

There were two lunar events that made the news in
January.

The event that made the most headlines was about
the lunar trifecta — the Super Blue Blood Moon
eclipse. It’s a trio of lunar events all occurring at once;
the second full moon in a month is called a blue moon,
and because of its closest orbital approach to Earth, it
is called a super moon during a lunar eclipse. It is
called a blood moon because it appears red.

This was the first super blue blood moon visible in
the United States in about 152 years, and it was the
first time anyone on Earth has seen one in 35 years.
And, I didn’t realize the second event until my Face-

book friend, Sue Stuever Battel, posted about the an-
niversary of the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster,
which occurred Jan. 28, 1986, when the shuttle ex-
ploded 73 seconds after launch.

From what I recall, space travel had become so rou-
tine, there were only a few people who filmed the
launch. Most of the hype about the event centered on
Christa McAuliffe, 37, who was a social studies
teacher from Boston who was selected to be the first
teacher as well as the first civilian in space. 

I was in downtown Cass City waiting for the traffic
light to change when the radio station I was listening
to broke the news about the disaster. 

I just sat there with my mouth open — stunned with
tears stinging my eyes. I could not believe what I had
just heard. I think I sat there through a couple of light
changes listening to the news report. In my mind’s eye
I saw the adventurous teacher smiling. Apparently, the
cars behind me must have been listening to the news
also and the drivers had the same reaction. No one
honked for me to move. 
Sue’s post about the 32nd anniversary of the disaster

generated a lot of Facebook responses. One woman re-
membered being in the fourth-grade, and that there
was a charter on the shuttle signed by Girl Scouts all
over the country that was to have been placed on ex-
hibit at the Smithsonian when the shuttle returned.

Another person recounted watching the launch on a
black and white television, and recently reading an ar-
ticle that said those on the Challenger didn’t die in the
explosion but rather when they hit the ocean.
There was a post from a woman who was working as

a nurse in a cardiac surgery unit when she heard the
news. She noted that she worked around life and death
every day, but didn’t expect what happened that day.

Even the Chronicle’s editor, Tom Montgomery, re-
called that he was working at his first job at the Lee-
lanau Enterprise and Tribune after graduating from
CMU when he heard the news.
I remember on McAuliffe’s application to be the first

teacher in space, she stated, “I watched the space pro-
gram being born, and I would like to participate.”

I also watched the birth of the space program from
shooting rockets with dogs and monkeys on board to
check conditions, to the gradual shift to manned rock-
ets, and walking on the moon. 
After the Challenger tragedy, President Ronald Rea-

gan said in his address to the nation, “We will never
forget them, not the last time we saw them as they pre-
pared for their journey and waved goodbye and

The Cass City 
Chronicle
welcomes 

letters 
to the editor.

Letters must include the
w r i t e r ’s
name, ad-
dress and
telephone
n u m b e r.
The latter
is in case
it is nec-
essary to call for verification,
but won’t be used in the
newspaper. 

Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for
an adequate reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clar-
ity.

We will not publish thank you
letters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Effort underway to

cut infant mortality
In an effort to reduce sleep-related infant deaths in

the state, the Michigan Department of Health and

Human Services (MDHHS) is urging parents and care-

givers to follow safe sleeping practices with babies in

their care.

Michigan’s infant mortality rate is higher than the na-

tional average, with 6.8 deaths per 1,000 live births,

compared to the national rate of 5.9 deaths in 2015. A

major contributor to that rate is sleep-related infant

deaths, the cause of death for 159 infants in 2015.

Gov. Rick Snyder has identified the reduction of infant

mortality as a top priority in his plan to make Michigan

a healthier state, and a key part of that plan is the re-

duction of sleep-related infant deaths.

“A baby dies nearly every other day in Michigan due

to an unsafe sleep environment,” said First Lady Sue

Snyder, a long-time champion of this issue. “As a state,

we need to do everything we can to reduce these pre-

ventable deaths for the sake of Michigan’s children and

families, and I look forward to continuing this critical

work.”

As part of that effort, MDHHS recently completed the

report “Infant Safe Sleep in Michigan: A Comprehen-

sive Look at Sleep-Related Deaths.” This marks the

first time Michigan has compiled data, research and

information regarding local and statewide safe sleep

initiatives into one comprehensive document.

“Safe sleep practices prevent accidental infant suffo-

cation,” said Lynette Biery, director of MDHHS’s Bu-

reau of Family Health Services. “Ensuring that

everyone who cares for an infant has a safe sleep envi-

ronment and follows safe sleep practices will help elim-

inate preventable infant deaths and keep babies safe

and healthy.”

Sleep-related infant deaths are those that involve un-

safe sleep environments, including the use of soft bed-

ding; articles in the crib, such as toys or blankets;

infant sleeping in an adult bed or on a couch or sofa

chair; infant sleeping with another adult or child; or

an infant sleeping on their stomach or side.

In Michigan, one in two infants found unresponsive

are not lying on their backs, three in four sleep-related

deaths occur in an unsafe sleeping location, and three

in five sleep-related deaths involve an infant sharing a

sleeping surface.

To reduce these types of infant deaths, parents and

caregivers are encouraged to follow the American

Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) guidelines to create safe

sleep environments for infants:

*Place infants on their back in a crib, bassinet or

pack-n-play every sleep time.

*Use a firm mattress with a tightly fitted sheet.

*Keep soft objects or loose bedding out of the crib,

including pillows, blankets and bumper pads.

*Do not use wedges or positioners.

*Avoid covering the infant’s head or overheating.

AAP also recommends infants sleep in the same room

as parents — but not in the same bed — for at least the

first six months of their lives, and breastfeeding, as

both are associated with preventing sleep-related infant

death.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Paul Ian-Thomas Gillett, 38,
Columbiaville, was sentenced to
30 days in the county jail and 60
months probation following his
plea of guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence
of liquor, third offense, July 15 in
Millington.
He was also ordered to complete

480 hours of community service
and pay court costs and fines to-
taling $1,258.

*Ryan S. Sella, 37, Unionville,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail
following his pleas of no contest
to charges of attempted home in-
vasion, first degree, aggravated
stalking and malicious destruction
of telecommunications services
Aug. 27 in Akron Township.
He was also placed on 24 months

probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,626.
*Jason J. Periso, 32, Deford, was

sentenced to 180 days in jail, with
worksite privileges, following his
plea of no contest to domestic vi-
olence, third offense, May 11 in
Novesta Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 36 months probation
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,008 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Lynette P. Kester, 36, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to three counts
of attempted child abuse, second
degree, between Jan. 1, 2015, and
Jan. 11, 2017, in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $50,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Austin R. Snell, 20, Vassar,
pleaded  guilty to two counts of
tampering with an electronic mon-
itoring device, Nov. 27 in Vassar
Township and July 6 in Reese. He

was also convicted of being an ha-
bitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at a
combined $19,000, and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.
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*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from BofI Federal Bank, Member FDIC;
it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or
$3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected refund amount, ID
verification, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded
on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund,
reducing the amount that is paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed
without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional products or product features
may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations. Not offered in
Puerto Rico. HRB Maine License No.: FRA2. See hrblock.com/refundadvance for
details. ©2017 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

hrblock.com/refundadvance

1146 CLEAVER RD, 
CARO, MI 48723  |  989-673-3257
            

               
          

          
              

             
            

           
         
     

   
      

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

C6411

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

,DRREVAEL

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

cnI,puorGxaTBRH7102©.sliated
NesneciLeniaMBRH.ociRotreuP

iavA.reffoemitdetimiL.ylppayam
seeF.naolsihtrofgniylppatuohtiw

ddiapsitahttnuomaehtgnicuder
omanaolehtdnadracdiaperpano

dna,airetircytilibigile,noitacifirev
tnuomanaoldnalavorppA.0003$

erasnaoL.dnuferxatruoytonsiti
aler-dnuferxatlanoitponasisihT*

784IM,ORAC
            

               
          

          
              

             
            

           
         
     

   
      

.c
rofecnavdadnufer/moc.kcolbrheeS.2ARF:.o
nidereffotoN.snoitacolgnitapicitraptaelbali

serutaeftcudorprostcudorplanoitporehtorofs
delif-eebyamsnruterxaT.uoyotyltceri

,dnuferxatruoymorfdetcudedeblliwtnuo
dedaoleblliwsdnuf,devorppafI.gnitirwrednu

DI,tnuomadnuferdetcepxenodesabt
ro0521$,057$,005$fostnuomanidereffo

;CIDFrebmeM,knaBlaredeFIfoBmorfnaoldeta
7523-376-989|327

            
               

          
          

              
             

            
           

         
     

   
      

Sanilac man faces abuse charge
involving injured 11-month-old

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies are continuing their in-
vestigation into an alleged child
abuse incident that left an 11-
month-old girl seriously injured
last week.

The suspect in the case, 22-year-
old Derek Paehlig of Deckerville,
meanwhile, was arraigned on two
felony counts of child abuse Fri-
day in Sanilac County District
Court.
Paehlig, who is charged with first

degree and second degree child
abuse, remains lodged in the Sani-
lac County Jail on a $500,000

bond. His next court date is a pre-
liminary examination scheduled
for Tuesday, Feb. 20, at 1:30 p.m.

Deputies
were dis-
p a t c h e d
M c K e n z i e
M e m o r i a l
Hospital in
S a n d u s k y
Wednesday at
about 1:40
p.m. investi-
gators sub-
s e q u e n t l y
determined the child was a victim
of alleged abuse earlier in the day
in the Peck area.
According to Detective Sgt. Nate

Smith, the preliminary investiga-

tion indicated Paehlig assault the
child during the morning hours
while she was in his care. The
child was transported to McKen-
zie Hospital by personal vehicle
and later transported by helicopter
to a Flint area hospital for treat-
ment of serious injuries.

“The 22-year-old suspect in the
case was interviewed at the Sher-
iff’s Office and placed under ar-
rest for felony child abuse,” Smith
reported, noting the suspect re-
mains lodged in the Sanilac
County Jail with no bond.

In addition to criminal proceed-
ings, Child Protective Services of-
ficials are conducting their own
investigation.

Derek Paehlig

Saginaw motorist dies in accident

Family members arrested in meth bust 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The Sanilac Drug Task Force
shut down a methamphetamine
lab last Wednesday in Sanilac
County’s Bridgehampton Town-
ship.
Drug team Director Jim Johnson

said Thursday that officers, armed
with a search warrant, entered a
home in the 2000 block of North
Ruth Road at about 4 p.m.

“The search warrant was a result
of several months of investigation
by the drug task force members
and tips left by callers advising of
their concerns,” Johnson noted.

“The Wednesday afternoon
search confirmed a methampheta-
mine lab at the residence and the
hazardous by-products of their
manufacturing setup,” he said,

adding the lab was located inside
the living area of the one story
home.

“Subjects in the residence were
arrested, including one that at-
tempted to escape the property
through a bedroom window,”
Johnson reported.

He said officers arrested three
family members the Deckerville
residence: a 51-year-old male (fa-
ther), who was arrested and
lodged in the Sanilac County Jail
on alleged marijuana offenses; a
52-year-old female (mother), also
lodged on alleged marijuana of-
fenses; and the couple’s 33-year-
old son, who was lodged on child
support warrants. “A 40-year-old
male from Deckerville at the
home was picked up and lodged
on warrants from Lapeer County,”
he added.

“Felony charges related to the
meth lab production and posses-
sion will be sought on the 52-, 51-
(and) 40-year-old suspects,” John-
son said. “Investigators are in still
the process of locating other sus-
pects that were believed involved
in the purchase – ‘smurfing’ — of
pseudoephedrine (cold medica-
tion) products for the purpose of
making methamphetamine.”

The drug task force utilized its
meth hazmat-certified members
and were able to safely contain the
meth seized, along with the com-
ponents and by-products of a
methamphetamine lab.
“The drug task force was assisted

prior to the search warrant execu-
tion and at the scene by the Deck-
erville Police Department and the
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Uniform
Division,” Johnson noted. 

A Saginaw man died in a two-ve-
hicle traffic crash early last week
in Tuscola County’s Tuscola
Township.
According to the Tuscola County

Sheriff’s Department, deputies
were dispatched to the scene – M-
15 near Atkins Road – at about
11:30 a.m.

“Forty-eight-year-old Robert
Haller from Saginaw was travel-
ing south on M-15 when he lost
control of his vehicle on the
icy/snow covered roadway and
crossed the center line and struck

a northbound vehicle head-on,” a
news release issued by the depart-
ment stated. “Haller was operating
a 2004 Chevrolet Astro Van, and
was transported to Covenant Hos-
pital by MMR. Sadly, he did not
survive his injuries.
“The northbound vehicle, a 2002

Chevrolet Avalanche, was being
driven by 18-year-old Timothy
Crooks of Vassar. Crooks was
transported to Covenant Hospital
in Saginaw for non-life-
threatening injuries.”
Investigators noted airbags were

deployed in both vehicles. Crooks
was wearing a seatbelt at the time
of the crash, but it’s unknown if
Haller was wearing a seatbelt.

“Alcohol/drugs are not believed
to be factors. However, speed and
road conditions do,” the news re-
lease stated. “The accident re-
mains under investigation.”

Deputies were assisted at the
scene by the Michigan State Po-
lice, Vassar police, Vassar and
Richville fire departments, and
MMR personnel.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I pity the fly...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Addressing the crowd Saturday
night during the Chamber of
Commerce’s annual banquet are
Cass City’s 2013 Citizen of the
Year, David Milligan and Junior
Citizen of the Year Shannon
Bardwell.  Saturday’s Chamber
of Commerce annual banquet,
held at Northwood Meadows, set
a record for attendance in recent
years, said Burt Althaver. On
hand was a crowd close to 175
strong. Among the highlights of
this year’s event was the recogni-
tion of 21 former Citizens of the
Year in attendance.
Freshman Josh Daniels finished

as the Greater Thumb Confer-
ence runner-up in the 189-weight
class over the weekend in San-
dusky.

The 2013 Cass City High
School Snowcoming King and
Queen candidates are Andrea
Mikolon, Lauren Perry, Leah
Sanders, Taylor Brown, Larissa
King (back) Cody Orban, Paul
Verhines, Cole Israelson, Ryan
Larson and John Ballard. 

10 YEARS AGO (2008)

Kristy McClorey and Melonie
Walker push their team’s home-
made outhouse to victory in the
“Potty Trot” event hosted by Mil-
lennium Steering employees Sat-
urday in Cass City. The workers
raised $2,042 to benefit the Make
a Wish Foundation. 

Deputy Duane Miller was hon-
ored for his outstanding job as a
road deputy as well as for his
leadership with the Marine Divi-
sion.
Cass City High School students

Brandon Myers, Michelle Butler,
Nick Smith and student council
representative Tyler Perry work
on the greenhouse that will be
placed in a courtyard at the
school in the spring as part of a
beautification project initiated by
Principal Chad Daniels and
spearheaded by the student coun-
cil.
Cass City Wastewater Treatment

Supt. Rick Mohr reported a
record snowfall of about 11.5
inches last Wednesday - at least
it’s a record since Mohr started
his job back in 1981. He noted
the area did receive 11 inches of
snow Dec 11, 2000 and on Jan. 1,
1985. Cass City recorded a total
snowfall of 12.7 inches in Janu-
ary this year and another 15.4
inches so far in February.

Tony Lux could have given up
on his interest in the Boy Scouts
when his hometown troop in
Kingston dissolved. Instead, he
went on to earn scouting’s high-
est rank - the Eagle - and at the
age of just 14. “You just have to
work hard for it, I guess,” com-
mented Lux, a freshman at
Kingston High School and the
son of Ken and Esther Lux of
Kingston. “As I got into it, I be-
lieved I could do it.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)

Ready, set, go! Dustin Bou-
verette, 10, and Christopher
Babich, 4, of Owendale, were
among several people enjoying
some fast and furious action on
the sliding hill at Cass City
Recreation Park over the week-
end. Sledding conditions were
expected to improve early this
week with the arrival of more
snow.
Bobbi Fischer, formerly of Cass

City, has been named to Saginaw
Valley State University’s 1992
fall President’s List. Bobbi, a
Service Center Associate at Of-
fice Max in Saginaw, is a junior
majoring in Physical Education
with a double minor in Mathe-
matics and Psychology, and is a
1990 graduate of Cass City High
School. She is the daughter of
Robert and Karen Fischer of Cass
City.
Jason K. Jezewski has been spe-

cially identified for early promo-
tion to senior airman in the U.S.
Air Force. The airman was
awarded the new rating ahead of
other Air Force members by a
below-the-zone promotion board
which considered job perform-
ance, military knowledge, bear-

Faithful readers of this column won’t be a bit surprised to learn that
I’ve been known to irritate my wife from time to time, but usually I
have a good reason. Okay, sometimes.
Failure to shut off a light when she leaves a room or opening a package

and then leaving the wrapping on a counter is another (I’ve gotten into
the habit of asking if she’s going to need that torn plastic wrap or card-
board backing for some new hobby).
Then I get “the look” – the same glare I get when I politely ask her to

swiftly close the front door (“Sometime today would be nice…”) during
the summer months so I don’t have to spend the next hour swatting
flies.

I hate flies.
However, I’m looking forward to the coming fly season with a re-

newed resolve to stay on top of the battle in the house, thanks to the
“Bug-A-Salt” rifle presented to me at Christmas by my long-suffering
bride.

According to the package, the Bug-A-Salt is a non-toxic bug killing
device uses ordinary table salt to dispatch these flying vermin. In short,
the weapon is like a mini shotgun that fires tiny pinches of salt (80 shots
before you have to reload) in a pattern guaranteed to waste a fly without
splattering. This nifty item requires no batteries and features a pop-up
sight indicator and a no-slip grip handle. It’s guaranteed accurate up to
three feet and even has a safety.

The manufacturer assures me the salt won’t penetrate skin or harm
furniture or painted surfaces, although the company issues the standard
(and wise) stern warning about pointing a loaded weapon – including
this pulverizing salt-shooting beauty – at anyone, especially at the face
and eyes.

Really? There are people out there who need to be warned about not
shooting salt into someone’s eyes? How about an open wound? Do you
suppose that would be okay? 

Anyway, as if this really cool toy weren’t enough, the manufacturer
includes a list of good reasons why no one should pity the fly, some of
which you probably never really wanted to hear.

I’m going to share them anyway. Here goes:
*There are more than 120,000 species of flies worldwide.
*The housefly is the most common species, carrying more than 100

different kinds of germs causing diseases such as Typhoid fever, dysen-
tery, TB, Bubonic Plague and Leprosy, to name a few.

*Houseflies defecate every four to five minutes, spreading these dis-
eases.
*A female housefly will lay 3,000 eggs within its lifespan of 21 days.

Fly larvae hatch into maggots within 24 hours.
*The housefly’s size depends on how well the maggot was fed; the

bigger the maggot, the bigger the fly.
*Houseflies tend to stay within one to two miles of where they were

born, but will travel up to 20 miles to find food. If a housefly spots a
group of flies, it will join them, creating a gang of flies.
I find it a bit ironic that the Bug-A-Salt obviously targets guys with a

little too much time on their hands in the summer, and at the same time
warns that the gun is to be used “by responsible people only.”

Guess my wife didn’t read the small print.
On the other hand, I’m guessing she figures I’ll be too busy ambushing

flies this summer to nag her about closing a door.

Battalion, 4th Brigade, in the
Army Training Center, Armor
(USATCA) at Fort Knox, Ky. He
will spend the next two months
learning the fundamental skills of
the soldier in today’s modern, ac-
tion Army. Interspaced with con-
stant emphasis of proper physical
conditioning, will be ample op-
portunity to utilize USATCA’s
many and varied facilities. Fol-
lowing the completion of basic
training, Pvt. Smith, who is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifford
Smith of Unionville, will receive
at least an additional eight weeks
of either advanced instruction or
on-the-job training to qualify him
in a specialized military skill.

Mrs. Evelyn MacKay returned
Sunday from Novi, Mich., after
spending three weeks with the
James MacKay family. The
MacKays are the parents of a son,
born Jan. 19. The baby weighed
eight pounds and nine ounces and
is named James Franklin. They
also have two daughters, Ann
Marie, 6, and Debra Sue, 4. Mrs.
J. MacKay is the former Ruth
Gaffney, former Cass City resi-
dent.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)
On Friday evening, Jan. 29, Mr.

and Mrs. Thomas McCool of
Decker were pleasantly surprised
when Mrs. McCools’s brothers
and sisters came to help them cel-
ebrate their 35th wedding an-
niversary. Thomas McCool and
Miss Myrtle Stambaugh were
married Jan. 29, 1908, in the
home of the latter’s uncle and
aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Hurford,
of Ubly, and they moved to the
farm three miles north of Shab-
bona, where they still live.

Leland Rabideau, son of Mr.
and Mrs. George Rabideau, of
the U.S. Coast Guard writes, that
he is now at Portage Base, Han-
cock.

Corporal Frank McComb, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd McComb,
who has been stationed at Camp
Davis, North Carolina, came
Sunday to spend his furlough
with relatives here. Cpl. Mc-
Comb is to report at Kansas City,
Missouri, on February 13 where
he will attend a radio school.

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Damm
and children, Shirley and Dale,
spent Saturday night at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. John Massman in
Saginaw and attended a party
honoring Lyle Massman, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Massman, who was
inducted into the Army Tuesday.
A large number of friends and
relatives were present and en-
joyed a social evening and re-
freshments.

Corporal Charles H. Hallock,
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
H. Hallock, Sr., of North Branch,
was killed in action December 5
in the Southwest Pacific. Cpl.
Hallock has been stationed in
New Guinea. He was graduated
from North Branch High School
in 1937 and entered the service
about a year ago. He is survived
by his widow, his parents, four
brothers, Ross and Roy Hallock,
both of North Branch, George of
Marion and Robert, serving in
Uncle Sam’s Army, and a sister,
Mrs. Harold Tewkesbury, of
North Branch. The Hallocks were
former residents of Cass City,
having lived on West Street for
some time.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Those neither absent nor tardy
this month are Stuart Henderson,
Bernice Sweet, Corn Sweet, Es-
tella Hicks, Thelma Henderson,
Clare Crawford and Arthur Hen-
derson. The eighth grade are
starting civil government. The
school is preparing a program
after which will be a box social
for the benefit of the Red Cross
on Friday night, Feb. 8. Every-
body invited. Visitors this month
are Elton Kilo, Anna Patch and
Archie Powell. Teacher—Gall
Sharp. Reporter—Mildred Sut-
ton.

Mrs. Dan Delong and children,
Elwyn and Maxine, of Pontiac
are visiting with H. B. Kelley and
other relatives. They expect to
move to their future home near
Cumber in a few weeks.

ing and self-improvement efforts.
Jezewski, an apprentice aircrew
egress systems mechanic, is the
son of Jim L. Jezewski and
Elaine M. Armstrong of Cass
City. His wife, Rebecca, is the
daughter of Millard and Kate
Canterbury of Miami, Fla, He is
a 1990 graduate of Cass City
High School.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Hutchinson
of Seventh Street were guests of
honor Sunday at a dinner at the E.
Cass City Road home of her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Louns-
bury, where their 25th wedding
anniversary was celebrated.
Alvin Hutchinson and Barbara
Lounsbury were married Feb. 2,
1958, at the Sutton Methodist
Church. They are the parents of
five children, Rodney, Kansas
City, Mo., Jane SanDiego, Mount
Clemens, and Greg, Jill and Joan,
at home. Guests at the dinner
were Mr. and Mrs. Jim Perry, Mr.
and Mrs. Stanley Guinther, Mr.
and Mrs. Orval Hutchinson, and
Greg, Jill and Joan Hutchinson.
Army PFC Richard L. Corl, son

of Lloyd and Marlene A. Cor1 of
1545 Wadsworth Road, Ubly, has
been decorated with the Army
Achievement Medal at Fort
Lewis, Wash. The medal is
awarded to soldiers for achieve-
ment or meritorious service and
acts of courage. Corl is a tracked-
vehicle mechanic with the 9th In-
fantry Division. He is a 1981
graduate of Bad Axe High
School.

Robyn Powell was student of
the week for the week of Jan. 21
at Cass City Intermediate School.
An eighth grader, she is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Powell. Most improved student
was Robert Fetting, a sixth
grader, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Fetting, Deford. Student
of the week for the week of Jan.
was Tanya Hatmaker, a seventh
grader, the daughter of Barbara
Jamison. Most improved student
was Jennifer Jamison, a fifth
grader, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Eugene Jamison.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Martin
entertained relatives Saturday
evening following the baptism of
two grandchildren in St. Pan-
cratius church by Fr. Joseph
Morales. The babies are Matthew
Lee Bruno, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jeff Bruno of Owendale, and
Kristy Lynn, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Dan McClorey. Both babies
are three months old. Grandpar-
ents of Kristy are Mr. and Mrs.
Richard McClorey and Mr. and
Mrs. Sheldon Martin of Cass City
and great-grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. William Chiasson of
Waltham, Mass., Mrs. Marion
McClorey and Mrs. Erma Martin.
Grandparents of Matthew are Mr.
and Mrs. John Bruno of Owen-
dale and Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon
Martin and great-grandparents,
the Chiassons of Waltham, Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Young of Wyan-
dotte and Mrs. Erma Martin.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sari of Slattery

Road, North Branch, announce
the engagement of their daughter,
Mary Lou, to Ray Wolak, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wolak of
Legg Road, Kingston. She will
be a spring graduate of Michigan
State University and he is a 1974
graduate of Michigan State Uni-
versity and is now a dairy farmer
in partnership with his father. An
August 19 wedding is planned.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  

Miss Marjorie Dillman was
guest of honor at a miscellaneous
bridal shower Saturday afternoon
at the home of Mrs. Lawrence
Bartle. Cohostesses were Mrs.
Richard Dillman of Freeland and
Mrs. Roy Tuckey. Out-of-town
guests among the 19 present were
Mrs. Aaron Wolfe (Janis Knight)
of Roseville, Mrs. Robert
Steigman (Dorothy Anthes) of
Holt and Mrs. Nick Decker (Nor-
rna Harris) of Caro.

Army Private Gary L. Smith is
assigned to Company D, 13th
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count of making a threat of terrorism, which is punishable by up to 20
years in prison and/or a maximum fine of $20,000.

Powell remains free on a $50,000 bond (10 percent). His case will
now be scheduled for a pre-trial hearing, during which any proposed
plea agreements/negotiations could take place.
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel addressed specifics of the incident

in a letter to the parents and guardians of all students in the district.
“It was brought to our attention that a high school student used

Snapchat to post a threat warning students not to attend school today
with music from the song ‘Pumped Up Kicks’ playing in the back-
ground.  The song talks about a boy taking his father’s gun from his fa-
ther’s closet and warning other kids they better be able to run faster than
his bullets,” Hartel explained.

Powell was removed from a class he was attending at the Tuscola
Technology Center in Caro after the threat was discovered by Cass City
School officials. He is currently under suspension at Cass City High
School, and the board of education is expected to decide his future in
the district next month.

While Powell made a mistake, Hartel said, “we also understand that
people do make mistakes. We’re trying to support the family the best
we can, but there are consequences for what he did.”
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene said school officials were

alerted about the threat when a student came forward with information.
“The information passed along by a student in this case was extraor-

dinarily important.  It allowed the Cass City School District and Cass
City Police Department to immediately respond and follow procedures
to ensure the safety of the school and students,” Reene said. “It is crucial
that anyone who obtains information of this type pass it along without
delay to proper authorities so necessary action can be taken.”

School officials in a number of districts across the county, including
Cass City, have dealt with similar threats in the past, and each is handled
in the same way, according to Reene, who explained protocols are in
place that require consistency from both schools and law enforcement
in reacting to threats, regardless of how credible they may or may not
be.

they don’t reflect a true picture, according to Hepfer.
“We cannot let the numbers fool us. These are the confirmed cases

that actually were tested,” she said. “It is not possible to diagnose the
flu without the testing.”

And, many people just ride out the illness at home without seeking
medical treatment.
To make matters worse, there is another illness circulating.
“There is also the gastrointestinal illness commonly thought of as the

‘stomach flu’,” Hepfer said. “This has also been circulating in the coun-
ties and is responsible for diarrhea and vomiting. There is not a vaccine
to protect against the gastrointestinal Illnesses.”
“We are seeing an increase of people with flu symptoms in the hospital

and clinics,” said Rachel Voss, director of community relations at Huron
Medical Center, Bad Axe, which has responded by limiting visitors to
two at a time.

Voss declined to say how many patients were hospitalized at the 53-
bed facility. 
“We have seen double our numbers from last year January, both in the

number of tests (swabs) that we have performed and the number of pos-
itive test results we have had come back,” said Danielle Blaine, director
of community relations at Hills and Dales General Hospital in Cass
City. “This is true in both the clinic/office setting and in the emergency
room/hospital setting.”

According to the CDC, 95 percent of the cases are Type A flu virus,
but there are also other strains circulating across the nation.

“We have also seen the Influenza B strain early this year. Typically
we don’t see that until later into February,” said Blaine. “We have had
about 10 patient admits with Influenza.”
Although Hills and Dales Hospital has not restricted visitors, officials

there are urging everyone to take precautions.
“We encourage all visitors to wear a mask if they are coughing. And

we also encourage both visitors and our employees to stay home if they
are not feeling well,” Blaine said.

Hills and Dales Hospital is a 20-bed facility. 
The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by viruses. It can

cause mild to severe illness and can lead to death. The flu is different
from a cold. The flu usually comes on suddenly. People who have the
flu can face a variety of symptoms, including fever or feeling
feverish/chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body
aches, headaches and fatigue. 

Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this is more
common in children than adults.
“Stomach flu” is a term commonly used to describe a viral illness that

lasts one or two days that cause an upset stomach or pain, vomiting and
diarrhea.

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Flu bug still hitting hard

Powell waives exam in court

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Ubly Village officials recently discussed a number of local police de-
partment issues.
The department is in the process of cleaning out its evidence room. It

was noted the process should be a two-man effort, that courts will have
to be contacted about the effort, and that Police Chief Dave Rothe will
be meeting with the federal officials before selling guns that are cur-
rently in the evidence room.

Proceeds from the sale will be used to buy an external hard drive to
load camera videos as a backup for the current computer. And the police
department will be purchasing a Mobile Data Terminal (MDT) for its
Tahoe.

Also, a BMW that is currently in the police department’s possession
and stored inside has an oil leak. Because of the leak, the department
will have the vehicle moved out of the garage and placed in storage. A
claim by a defendant has been made on a Chevy Silverado the police
department acquired during a drug investigation, so the department can-
not do anything with the truck until all appeals have been exhausted.

In other village matters, officials are working on a recreation plan, a
process that has included forming a subcommittee charged with apply-
ing for grant funding for recreation improvements. Those on the com-
mittee are Lola Brown, Vanessa Longuski, Dave Jaroch, and Mike
Moorman.
Among the improvements under consideration are upgrades to the park

pavilion, a walking trail, and handicap accessible restrooms. An engi-
neering firm has been hired to write and submit the grant.
The firm will also be reviewing the local Little League’s plan for im-

provements to its ball field.

Ubly Village officials
review police matters,
rec facility upgrades 
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News briefs

Sanilac band fest on tap
BROWN CITY – The 68th annual Sanilac County Band Festival for
senior high school bands will be held Wednesday, Feb. 21, at 7 p.m. in
the Brown City High School gymnasium.

The festival will begin with an individual performance of two selec-
tions by each of the seven participating high school bands. The evening
of music will also feature a performance by the 2018 Sanilac County
High School Honors Band under the direction of Dr. Norman Wika, di-
rector of bands at Saginaw Valley State University.

The public is invited to attend this event. Admission is a donation of
$2 for adults and $1 for children.

Snyder signs Canfield bill
MICHIGAN — Legislation introduced by 84th District state Rep. Dr.
Edward J. Canfield, D.O., to update the geographical makeup of the
Michigan Dry Bean Commission, was recently signed into law by Gov.
Rick Snyder.
The Michigan Dry Bean Commission was previously made up of nine

voting members – eight district representatives and one process shipper
handler representative. However, members of the dry bean industry re-
cently requested a change.
“Due to changing market conditions in the Michigan dry bean industry,

one of the districts has struggled to find a representative to serve on the
commission,” Canfield explained. “This reform offers a sensible solu-
tion by merging two districts and creating a new at-large position.”

Wagner new junior member
KINGSTON — Samantha Wagner of Kingston is a new junior member
of the American Angus Association, reports Allen Moczygemba, CEO
of the national organization with headquarters in Saint Joseph, Mo.

Junior members of the association are eligible to register cattle in the
American Angus Association, participate in programs conducted by the
National Junior Angus Association and take part in Association-spon-
sored shows and other national and regional events.
The American Angus Association is the largest beef breed association

in the world, with more than 25,000 active adult and junior members.

Open house set this month
CARO — The Tuscola Technology Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro,
will host its annual open house Wednesday, Feb. 14, from 4 to 6 p.m.

Among the career programs students can explore are art and digital
design, graphics, cosmetology, early childhood, law enforcement, place-
ment services, computer technology, management, culinary arts, mar-
keting and business management, agriscience, welding and fabrication,
diesel technology, construction, electronics, nursing and auto technol-
ogy.
For more information, call (989) 673-5300.

Heating assistance available
MICHIGAN — TrueNorth has received federal funding for heat and
energy assistance.
For more information and an application, visit the website www.help-

forheat.com or call (231) 355-5880 to receive an application through
the mail.
Because of the demand, a specific number of applications will be taken

each day. When the limit is reached, clients will be asked to check back
the next day for availability.
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Kingston officials gearing up to
tackle capital improvement work

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Kingston School officials are
well into the planning phase for a
variety of capital improvement
projects that will be funded by a
voter-approved debt service ex-
tension expected to generate
roughly $4.8 million.
School Supt. Matt Drake said he

has met with architects and a con-
struction management firm re-
garding improvements such as
bleacher construction and up-
grades to parking lots.

“We would like to start work
soon as soon as we can on some

of the projects like the football
field, bleachers, parking lot and
parking lot lights,” said Drake.
“There is still a lot of paperwork
that has to be done to wrap things
up to get ready to move ahead
with those projects.”

School officials also plan to use
the bond extension funds to ad-
dress roof replacement, technol-
ogy upgrades, new security
systems at each school, bleachers
at the school football field and in
the high-school gymnasium, a
new gym floor, new boilers, reno-
vation of science rooms and dem-
olition of an unused portion of the
elementary school that was built
in the 1930s.

Kingston voters approved the
bond proposal on a vote of 473 to
257 during a special election last
fall. The measure enabled the dis-
trict to raise money for the im-
provements – by adding years to
an existing debt — without asking
voters to shoulder a tax increase.

The sale of bonds is expected to
be completed in February.

In addition to the cash generated
by the extension, the district re-
ceived an unexpected donation of
$25,000 to go towards an outdoor
concession stand facility. That
project was not included on the
list of improvements requested by
school officials.

“It’s cool” to attend Kingston classes
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Everything in life is about atti-
tude, and Kingston School District
officials have taken steps to build
on that philosophy with their new
attitude on attendance – “It’s
cool!”

“We implemented the ‘Coming
to School is Cool’ at the start of
this school year, and it has been
well received,” said Kingston
Schools Supt. Matt Drake.

The goal of the program is to
teach students the value of good
attendance and reward those stu-
dents and families that practice
consistent attendance.

The program is comprised of
three parts.

Families with students having
one or less absences per month are
entered into a drawing for a free
family activity.  Some of those ac-
tivities are movie tickets, bowling
passes, vouchers to the Kingston
Elementary School Book Fair,
vouchers to the Kingston Commu-
nity Schools concession stand, a
family athletic pass, and Kingston
fan gear.
Each month a calculation is done

on every class’s attendance per-
centage. The class with the high-
est percentage gets to hang a

special banner over its door for the
month.

Students with one or less ab-
sences are also entered into a
drawing to receive a special re-
ward, such as ice cream, an extra
recess pass or a homework pass.
One student per classroom re-
ceives a reward each month.
The program is a team effort, ac-

cording to school officials, who
ask parents to discuss the impor-
tance of good attendance with
their children and do their best to
either bring them to school or get
them to the bus stop every day.

Studies have shown that consis-
tent attendance in the early years
of a child’s education leads to
higher achievement and success
later in life. 

According to Kingston Elemen-
tary Principal Justin Diegel,
school-wide Positive Behavior In-
tervention and Supports (PBIS)
was implemented at Kingston in
December. Staff members will be
undergoing training to familiarize
themselves with the program over
the next three months. 
“The program seems to be work-

ing. Our attendance has really im-
proved,” said Drake.

The district implemented Seth
Maust’s “Five Star Learning Pro-
gram” featuring inspiring mes-

sages of hope, challenges to stu-
dents academically and socially,
and an emphasis on how students
can make the next best step to-
wards a bright future.
“It’s based on the same principles

as that of a five star hotel of excel-
lence of doing the best,” said
Drake. “Normally, attendance and
grade point average aren’t stressed
until a student is in the ninth
grade, (but) this program starts
with fifth-graders through ninth
grade.”

Students in those grades watch
hour-long segments of Maust’s
video curriculum once a week.
The video curriculum is designed

to provide schools with a common
set of core values and provide a
platform for teachers to connect
with their students.

“The program aims to change
student behavior by creating a
positive school culture based on
our core values of respect, respon-
sibility, integrity, sacrifice and
courage,” explained Drake. “Part
of the program is having students
keep track of their grade-point av-
erage (GPA). Before, that wasn’t
done until the ninth-grade.
The goal, he said, is to show stu-

dents that all portions of their ed-
ucation matter, and it helps them
understand the importance of ac-
countability and focus.
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SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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Sheriff honors top officers for ‘17

DETECTIVE SGT. Scott Jones (right), pictured with

Sheriff Glen Skrent, was recognized with a professional

excellence citation for his work on a sexual assault com-

plaint involving a child last spring. The suspect in the

case was convicted and sentenced to prison.

SHERIFF Glen Skrent is pictured above with deputies

Steve Roland (center) and Jon Ramirez (right) after pre-

senting both officers with meritorious service awards

for going above and beyond the call of duty while assist-

ing a stranded motorist.

effective care.”
Skrent also presented profes-

sional excellence awards to Sgt.
Mark House and Deputy Rodney
Bertsch.

“In June of 2017, corrections
staff were alerted to a possible de-
ceased person in a home near the
jail.  Although Deputy Rod
Bertsch and Sgt. Mark House
were neither trained nor equipped
to respond to calls outside of the
facility, they took action anyway,”
Skrent said.

“Deputies Bertsch and House
were willing to render first aid to
a fellow citizen if needed.  Both
remained calm and professional.”
Sgt. Mike Schuman, meanwhile,

was presented with a professional
excellence award for his work as
the department’s CPR/AED/first
aid instructor.

“His classes are organized and
well received by all employees.
Trained employees have effec-
tively used the training as shown
in a recent jail incident,” Skrent,
who noted Schuman “is a definite
asset to the organization.”
Detective Sgt. Scott Jones earned

a professional excellence award as
a result of his work on a sexual as-
sault complaint involving a child
last May.

“The investigation required ex-
tensive time and effort to com-
plete, and ultimately the suspect
confessed and was sent to prison,”
Skrent said.

“The detectives routinely main-
tain a caseload of these types of
assault investigations; however,
this case was particularly difficult
and involved,” he added. “Detec-
tive Jones kept pace with all the
serious complaints at the time and
the citizens of Tuscola County
were safer for his effort.”

Skrent presented Deputy Steve
Roland with a second award – for
professional excellence – in con-
nection with a breaking and enter-

Continued from page one. ing complaint in July.
“A considerable amount of time

and resources from outside agen-
cies were used to investigate this
call,” Skrent noted. “Deputy
Roland had a suspicion that the
complaint had been fabricated.  A
lengthy interview was conducted,
which led to a confession and
charge/arrest of filing a false po-
lice report. Deputy Roland
showed much patience and deter-
mination in order to get to the real
truth of the matter.”

In addition, deputies Jon
Ramirez and Ryan LaFlure were
presented with meritorious service
citations.

Sheriff Skrent explained the
recognition, saying he had re-
ceived a letter from a county resi-
dent who has been living with a
double lung transplant. “Deputies
Ramirez and LaFlure, while on
patrol and time permitting, would
stop in and check on the resident
and his wife,” he said. “The letter
noted that the deputies demon-
strated pride and professionalism
in the sheriff’s office as well in
themselves.

“Sadly, the letter indicated that
due to his medical condition he
was nearing the end of his time.
He wanted (me) to know that he
found comfort that the deputies
and the sheriff’s office will con-
tinue to watch over the well-being
of his wife,” Skrent added.

Ramirez and Roland were also
honored with meritorious service
awards for going above and be-
yond the call of duty in assisting
another citizen.

“In January of 2017, a family
contacted the sheriff’s office to
commend (both deputies),” Skrent
said. “The deputies had pooled
their money together to help pay a
wrecker bill for a stranded mo-
torist.  The family was very emo-

tional about their generosity,” he
noted. “At a time when police-
community relations were low
throughout the country, actions
like this help bridge the gap be-
tween the public and law enforce-
ment.”

Deputy Brad Spangler was also
recognized with a meritorious
service award.
“Deputy Spangler investigated a

traffic crash on M-15 in Milling-
ton Township around 2:30 a.m. in
late October. He located a heavily
damaged vehicle in the roadway
and found that another vehicle had
left the scene,” Skrent said. “A
lady came back to the scene and
reported that she was the driver
that had left. However, Deputy
Spangler knew it not to be true.

“Deputy Spangler searched a
home (and) located the real driver,
who was hiding, and arrested her.
The lady that originally reported
herself as the driver was also ar-
rested,” Skrent said. “His efforts
went above and beyond what
other officers might have done to
get the truth and it did not go un-
noticed by citizens of Millington
Township.”
Also last week, Skrent presented

Sgt. Mike Mattlin with a meritori-
ous service award stemming from
his work on a complaint last June
involving a suspicious person in-
side a barn.
“The suspicious man was known

to deputies to be aggressive and
uncooperative.  The man grabbed
a multi-pronged spear in the barn
and approached Sgt. Mattlin in a
threatening manner.  Other offi-
cers may have used a firearm in
that situation; however, Sgt. Mat-
tlin used his years of training and
experience, remained calm under
pressure and successfully arrested
the subject without any injuries,”
Skrent said.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Although snow and ice still cover roadways, the Evergreen Township
Board recently approved some road work for when weather conditions
improve.

Among the projects are two miles of maintenance to Leslie Road -
Deckerville Road to Shabbona (crushed limestone), and rebuilding
Shabbona Road to Severance Road. Township officials are seeking cost
estimates for the work.

In addition, the township is considering contracting with Wilkinson
for two applications of brine on dirt roads. The cost, if paid by April
10, would be $13,260, with the county paying $1,000.
Turning to other matters, officials noted the township cemetery gained

a little ground when Franklin Heatwole cleaned up the brush around
the property. In fact, the clean-up effort netted about 20 feet of land on
the north side and at least 10 feet along both sides of the cemetery, ac-
cording to Clerk Randy Severance, who reported Heatwole will be paid
$1,000 for the work.
In other business, the board:
*Noted work is continuing to prepare for any renewable energy proj-

ects in the township by completing wind and solar energy zoning ordi-
nances. A copy of the wind turbine zoning ordinance was accepted by
the board for review in July, and a solar zoning ordinance was devel-
oped in November.

Severance suggested that the township hire an attorney to review the
paperwork, and Cass City attorney Jason Bitzer was hired to serve in
that role for a reduced fee of $175 per hour.

*Hired Aaron Morden as the township’s zoning administrator.
“If anyone on the board sees something that needs attention, let Aaron

know. Prices for permits are $10 for an addition, and for new construc-
tion it is $25,” Severance said.

*Noted this year’s board of review times and dates are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesday, March 14, and 3 to 9 p.m. Thursday, March 15.

*Discussed changes in elections for the coming year. The township
will be using new voting machines during the Aug. 7 and Nov. 6 elec-
tions. The only cost to the township is a $615 annual maintenance fee.
In a related matter, the board approved a salary of $200 for the election
inspector chairman.
The board’s next meeting will be held Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 7:30 p.m.

Township eyes road work

Hills & Dales is excited to welcome the 
Thumb’s newest 

Dr. Robert Van Howe
Starting in March, he will see patients at 

Thumb Pediatrics in Cass City 
and Millwood Street Primary Care in Caro

989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

                       

ing ice was conducted,” he said. “At approximately 4:30 p.m., the air-
boat crew found both victims about 900 feet northeast of the original
scene.”

The victims were transported to Scheurer Hospital in Pigeon by the
Sebewaing Ambulance Service.

“There, deputies and a Huron County Medical Examiner’s Office in-
vestigator eventually met with the family members of one of the victims
and were also able to learn who the other victim was. Notification of
next of kin for that victim then began,” Hanson said.

“Preliminary investigation is indicating that this incident may have
actually occurred earlier around 9:30 a.m. It appears that the victim who
originally called his friend for help was only able to reach the friend’s
voicemail and that voicemail didn’t arrive until 2:30.”

The sheriff, who noted the Caseville Fire Department and Michigan
DNR assisted deputies, said snow squalls, strong north winds and very
cold temperatures are believed to have contributed to the accident,
which remains under investigation.

“With repeated warnings over the last couple of weeks about unsafe
ice already being issued, we once again remind anglers that the ice con-
ditions are very unpredictable,” Hanson said.

“The thaws we’ve experienced this season, and refreezes with added
snow covering, have made for unstable ice. Please do not take the ice
for granted just because colder temperatures are once again occurring.
The reward is in no way worth the risk.”

Ice fishermen die on the bay
Continued from page one.
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(989) 912-2440
Nicholas P. Bliss

Financial Advisor
6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38

Cass City, MI 48726
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Citizens of the Year honored Saturday in Cass City

STATE REP. Dr. Edward J. Canfield, D.O. (far right)

recently welcomed Pastor Karen Wolfe of the Colling

Church of the Nazarene in Unionville to deliver the in-

vocation before the Michigan House of Representatives.

Canfield, who represents the 84th District (Tuscola and

Huron counties) and Wolfe were joined at the rostrum

by Speaker Pro Tempore Lee Chatfield. 

PAST CITIZENS OF
THE YEAR

Willis Campbell 1963
Herb Ludlow 1964
M.B. Auten 1965
Lucille Bauer 1966
E.B. Schwaderer 1967
Dr. H.T. Donahue 1968
James Bauer 1969
Audley Rawson 1970
Curtis Hunt 1971
W.E. Walpole 1972
H.M. Bulen 1973
Harry Little 1974
Cliff Croft 1975
Evelyn MacRae 1976
Helen Baker 1977
Lambert Althaver 1978
William Kritzman 1979
Dr. D.E. Rawson 1980
Esther McCullough 1980
James Ware 1981
Holly Althaver 1982
Arthur Holmberg 1983
Thomas Herron 1984
Geraldine Prieskorn 1984
Thomas Proctor 1985
Jack Esau 1986
Lou LaPonsie 1987
Michael Weaver 1988
B.A. Calka 1989
Lloyd Vyse 1989
Ken Jensen 1990
Arlan Hartwick 1991
Wayne Dillon 1991
Nina Davis 1992
Edward Scollon 1993
Robert Tuckey 1994
Robert Stickle 1995
Jane Mitchell 1996
Janice Winter 1997
Marv Winter 1997
Barbara Hutchinson 1998
Katie Jackson 1999
Gary Jones 2000
Bob Hirn 2001
Roger Marshall 2002
Jane Hittler 2003
Arthur Severance 2004
Janet Severance 2004
Dick Wallace 2005
Norma Wallace 2005
Ken Micklash 2006
Curt Strickland 2007
Marty Osentoski 2008
Dave Osentoski 2008
Kate VanAuken 2009
Richard Little 2010
Ken Martin Jr. 2011
Jim Brown 2012
Judy Brown 2012
Dave Milligan 2013
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Continued from page one. Connie Iwankovitsch 2014
Pat Curtis 2015
Dr. Surendra Raythatha 2016
Sherryl Seeley 2017

PAST JUNIOR
CITIZENS OF THE

YEAR 

Betty Kennedy 1965
Robert Rabideau 1966
Tim Knight 1967
Joan Maleck 1968
Lynn Haire 1969
Sally Geiger 1970
Cindy Strickland 1971
Anne Bulen 1971
Ron Crandell 1972
Kim Glaspie 1973
Melody Bacon 1974
Marie Hobart 1975
Ann Hobart 1976
Sue Pobanz 1976
Cathy Hobart 1977
Ross Ridenour 1978
David Heins 1979
Frances Kozan 1979
Ken Martin Jr. 1980
Tammy Tibbits 1981
Scott Hobart 1982
Carrie Lautner 1983
Suzy Scollon 1984
Julie Smith 1985
Tammy Iseler 1986
Clayton Hobart 1987 
David Burnette 1988
Jane Dickinson 1988
Amy Francis 1989
Jeff Bader 1990
Jane Marker 1991
Steve Tuckey 1991
Jodi Erla 1992
Melissa Micklash 1993
Amy Osantoski 1993
Ryan King 1994
Stacey Klinkman 1994
Michelle Brown 1995
Mandy Nizzola 1995
Andrea Cooper 1996
Whitney Osentoski 1996
Elizabeth Bashur 1997
Lori Brown 1998
Ryan Hutchinson 1998
Becky Oesch 1999
Jim Dale 1999
Alyssa Glaspie 2000
Melissa Homakie 2000
Randy Diebel 2001
Katie Hacker 2001
Sara Homakie 2002
Jessica Nicol 2003
Leslie Hacker 2004
Krista Homakie 2005
Nicole Froede 2006
Courtney Rabideau 2007
Rebecca Doerr 2008
Sarah Reed 2009
Emily Martin 2010
McKensie Parrish 2011
Alexandra Smith 2012
Morgan Erla 2012
Shannon Bardwell 2013
Madison Brinkman 2014
Erika Martin 2015
Bransen Stimpfel 2016
Paige Bagnall 2017
Joel Patera 2017

lage Toys for Tots drive to just
name a new, according to
Iwankovitsch.
“The selection committee’s deci-

sion this year was not a difficult
one. There was overwhelming
support for Duane and Janice
Chippi’s nomination,”
Iwankovitsch said, adding,
phrases like “generous and kind-
hearted” and “above-and-beyond”
and “providing help when help is
needed” accompanied the letters
backing the Chippis for this year’s
honor.

JUNIOR CITIZEN 
OF THE YEAR

Turning to the Junior Citizen of
the Year, Robert Weaver was cho-

sen from a group of eight out-
standing seniors as the 2018 win-
ner.

Kate Van Auken, a member of
the selection committee who pre-
sented the award, told the audi-
ence that Weaver is a tireless
servant.
“If Robert looks familiar to you,

you probably have attended a
community event like this in the
last few years. Volunteering for
Robert isn’t just something to do
to fulfill a National Honor Society
requirement: it is a way of life.”
said Van Auken.

During his high school tenure,
Weaver has contributed over 250
volunteer hours. He has been a
part of the food pantry at Revive
Ministries, helped swing bed pa-
tients at Hills & Dales Hospital,
and part of the welcoming com-
mittee for foreign exchange stu-
dents at the high school, along
with being an integral part of the

Cass City Community Dinner.
“In his spare time, he also started

his own business doing odd jobs
for people in the community.
From walking dogs, to landscap-
ing yards, to helping with tasks
around the home that some elderly
residents can no longer accom-
plish. He did these tasks in order
to earn money for college in the
fall, but also to purchase a head
stone for his parents (Robert and
Natalie Weaver) who both passed
away when he was eleven years
old,” Van Auken told the audience
of current and former shaker and
bakers of the Thumb that included
several past winners and elected
government officials.
In closing, Van Auken continued,

“Robert feels his greatest accom-
plishment in life is being inde-
pendent and being responsible for
all his own needs through high
school.
Also nominated for the 2018 Jun-

ior Citizen of the Year were Claire
Kausch, daughter of Kevin and
Laura Kausch, Samantha Stern,
daughter of Josh and Amy Stern,
CarLee Stimpfel, son of Tom and
Sloane Stimpfel, Reed White, son
of Alan White and Lori Bostick,
Kaitlin Witherspoon, daughter of
Richard and Lynette Witherspoon,
Lauren Fernald, daughter of
Aaron and Kate Fernald, and
Megan Graham, daughter of Bill
Graham and Erica Hunt.


