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AN ESTIMATED 80 resi-

dents attended this year’s

Tuscola County Right to

Life Memorial Service, held

Sunday afternoon on the

steps of the county court-

house in Caro. The keynote

speaker was Pastor Mark

Seppo from the Vassar Vic-

tory Center church, and

Senator Mike Green offered

the closing prayer.  Also at-

tending were state represen-

tatives Dr. Edward Canfield

and Gary Glenn.

Senior faces
felony charge
in threat case

Bond extension
on tap, trustees
consider Baker
campus purchase

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

As expected, the Cass City Board of Education this
week approved a resolution officially placing a pro-
posed bond extension on the ballot in a special elec-
tion next spring.

Meeting in regular session Monday night, school
officials also agreed to consider an offer from Baker
College officials to purchase the school’s Cass City
campus for $1.

The special election is expected to be conducted
Tuesday, May 8, with voters being asked to approve
an extension of an existing three-mill tax that orig-
inally generated funding for a host of capital im-
provement projects at what is now Cass City
Elementary School.

That tax is slated to expire in 2021, but would be
levied for additional 16 years if voters approve the
extension and would raise an estimated $8.68 mil-
lion for repairs and upgrades to the high school as
well as the elementary building. While the debt
would be extended, district residents would not see
an increase in the annual tax amount they currently
pay.
In preparation for the upcoming vote, school board

members conducted a walk-through of district
buildings and have been working on prioritizing
needed repairs and upgrades they hope to pay for

Please turn to page 6.

ARGYLE NATIVE Austin Keller, associate min-

ister at the Novesta Church of Christ, is gearing

up to lead the new Ubly Christian Church, which

is slated to host its first service Sunday, Jan. 28, at

Ubly Heights Golf and Country Club.

Planting a new church

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A new year brings the promise of
new beginnings, and in the
Thumb, 2018 will mark the first
services at a new church, thanks to
a combination of faith and effort
on the part of members of an es-
tablished church in the Cass City
area.

The Ubly Christian Church will
open its temporary doors at Ubly
Heights Golf and Country Club,
2409 E. Atwater Rd., Ubly, for the
first time Sunday, Jan. 28, at 10:30
a.m.
The minister preparing to deliver

the first sermon – Austin Keller —
is no stranger to the region, having
been born and raised in the Argyle
area.

A 2012 Ubly High School grad-
uate who earned his bachelor’s de-
gree at the Moberly, Mo.-based
Central Christian College of the
Bible last May, Keller also cur-
rently serves as associate minister
at the Novesta Church of Christ,
which has put months into plan-
ning and preparing to launch the
new ministry.

“In the spring of 2016, myself
and one of our members attended
a new church planting conference
in which the group was chal-
lenged to plant eight new
churches in eight years in the state
of Michigan,” recalled Brad
Speirs, senior minister at the
Novesta Church of Christ. “I re-
member joking at the time that I
think our church should plant
eight churches by ourselves in the

next eight years.
“Anyway, that summer we

Please turn to page 2.

Ubly Christian Church to host first services Jan. 28

brought Austin on staff as a
part-time intern minister and

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City High School senior is facing a felony
charge in connection with an alleged threat made
against the school on a social networking site early
last week.

Dalton A. Powell, 17, was formally arraigned in
Tuscola County District Court last week on one
count of making a threat of terrorism, which is pun-
ishable by up to 20 years in prison. Bond in the case
was set at $50,000 (10 percent).
Powell’s next appearance in court is scheduled for

Monday, when he faces a preliminary examination
in district court at 8:30 a.m.
“The information passed along by a student in this

case was extraordinarily important.  It allowed the
Cass City School District and Cass City Police De-
partment to immediately respond and follow proce-
dures to ensure the safety of the school and
students,” Tuscola County Mark E. Reene said. “It

Please turn to page 2.

Tuscola County officials eye dental clinic
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Trying to start a dental clinic in Tuscola
County for those on Medicaid and low-
income individuals has been like pulling
teeth.

Creating such a clinic was considered
about six years ago, but after numerous
meetings it didn’t work out. Now, Tus-
cola County officials, working with My
Community Dental Center (MCDC),
which is a non-profit 501(c)3 corpora-
tion, are taking another look at the idea.

MCDC was established in 2006, and is
dedicated to providing dental services to
Medicaid enrollees and low-income,
uninsured residents throughout the state
of Michigan. The organization operates
35 dental centers.

“The Tuscola Dental Clinic would be a
partnership between MCDC and our
health department,” explained Ann Hep-
fer, health officer for both the Huron and

Tuscola county health departments.
“If established, the clinic will provide

dental care for Medicaid recipients. This
includes adults and children. They will
also provide dental care to the indigent

population, and to people without insur-
ance for which payment would be based
on a sliding scale according to their in-
come.”

Please turn to page 8.

Gagetown man faces drug charge
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County law enforcement officials arrested a Gagetown man last week in con-
nection with an on-going cocaine traffic probe.

Officers arrested Jason M. Torres, 44, following a traffic stop Tuesday, according
to Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson, who noted Torres had been wanted for al-
legedly selling cocaine in 2017 in Huron County.

“The arrest was the result of a drug investigation conducted by our office, with the
assistance of the Bad Axe City Police,” Hanson said. Torres was stopped and held
by the village of Sebewaing police at our request around 9:15 p.m. as he was driving

Please turn to page 2.
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one of his dreams was to plant a
church in his hometown of Ar-
gyle/Ubly area. In the fall of 2016
we began seriously considering
the possibility. We also began
talking with New Churches of
Christ Evangelism and started to
lay the groundwork,” Speirs
added.

Keller, 24, said he felt led to be
part of establishing a new church
even before he entered the min-
istry – back when he was a high
school student, competing with
the Novesta church’s “Bible
Bowl” contingent at a national
competition in Florida.

“Basically, I just felt that God
convicted me to plant a church. I
thought it would be cool to plant
a church in the Thumb of Michi-
gan,” he said.

Keller, who is now juggling fa-
therhood along with his many
other duties – he and his wife,
Sarah, welcomed daughter Lydia
about six weeks ago – indicated
there was never any doubt in his
mind that a new church could help
to fill a void in the area where he
grew up.

“I feel like Ubly is a perfect lo-
cation. First of all, I know the cul-
ture. I went to school there. I
know what the kids are dealing
with,” he said. “I just know that
Ubly has a tremendous need.”
Keller is quick to say the need for

a new church is all about reaching
families that don’t currently attend
church. While drawing as many
people as possible is a goal, he ac-
knowledged, there’s no plan to try
and convince members of other
churches in the area to leave their
congregations. In fact, Keller has
made a point of conveying that

Continued from page one.

Ubly Christian Church to host first service
message to residents while invit-
ing the community to attend the
Ubly Christian Church’s upcom-
ing inaugural service.

“My hope in Ubly is to teach
children about God and bring
families to Him,” he said. “I want
people who have never experi-
enced church before, who have
never experienced God’s love and
grace, to come. I want to reach
young people.”

Towards that end, Keller set his
sights on developing a youth
group last spring, and he’s been
hosting weekly Bible studies on
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at Sleeper
Public Library in Ubly since Oc-
tober.

Encouraging prospective mem-
bers to pursue friendships within
the church will be a key to the new
ministry, Keller noted, “because
once you build friends, you feel
more connected.” Offering serv-
ices that are relevant for all ages
is also vital to the new church’s
mission of “turning ordinary peo-
ple into extraordinary Christ fol-
lowers,” he added.

Members of the Novesta church
began laying the groundwork for
those plans in 2017, according to
Speirs.

“Over the past year, we’ve had
countless meetings (and) conver-
sations with various people and fi-
nally became convinced in the
fall…that we were being led by
the Spirit, and that we needed to
plant and that the time was right,”
he said.
“We worked hard to search loca-

tions and found Ubly Heights and
are very happy to have them as a
location for the church to start. We
have quite a few folks that are at-
tending/have attended in the past
from the eastern/northern Thumb,

and so we’ve reached out to them
as well as we begin this new
church,” Speirs added. “About 25
people from Novesta are going to
be going as the core group to start
this new group.”
Speirs said the Novesta church is

fully covering the financial costs
of the church for the foreseeable
future, including Austin’s salary
and the rental of Ubly Heights.
“Our current hope is that within
three years the church would be
able to support itself.”

But reaching that milestone
could mark just another begin-
ning, according to Speirs and
Keller.
“One of our goals is that as Ubly

is able to grow and strengthen,
that we would begin the process
of seeking out another place to
plant a church to spread the good
news,” Speirs explained, noting
Keller will continue to work at
Novesta for now – assisting with
the children’s ministry and han-
dling other responsibilities – while
also serving the new church.
“I feel good about it. I pray a lot,

and I have a very supportive fam-
ily,” Keller said of the challenge
ahead.

“I think that the launching of
Ubly Christian is really just an
outward sign of Novesta’s desire
to share the good news of Jesus
with everyone we can. We realize
that most people aren’t going to
commit 25 to 30 minutes of driv-
ing each way to come to church,
so instead of waiting for everyone
to come to us, we’ve decided to go
to them.
“I’m really excited about the pos-

sibilities that this new church will
bring for our neighbors to the
east,” Speirs said.

in Sebewaing.
“When our deputies arrived min-

utes later, Mr. Torres was found to
be under the influence of drugs
and was subsequently arrested for
driving while under the influence
of drugs, which is a misdemeanor.
Cocaine was also found in his
possession, and possible further

Continued from page one.

Gagetown man arrested in drug investigation
charges are being considered,”
Hanson said.

Deputies impounded Torres’
2011 Chevrolet Impala and seized
his cell phone. He was arraigned
last Wednesday on both the felony
and misdemeanor charges and re-
mains lodged in the Huron County
Jail on a $1,850 bond.

“Our office always encourages
illegal drug tips by calling your

local police department or by call-
ing our office during regular busi-
ness hours at (989) 269-6500 or
Huron Central Dispatch’s non-
emergency number anytime at
(989) 269-6421,” Hanson said. 

“Confidential callers can use our
TIPS Line of (989) 269-2861.
We’re also available on Facebook
through our drug task force page.”

is crucial that anyone who obtains
information of this type pass it
along without delay to proper au-
thorities so necessary action can
be taken.”

School officials in a number of
districts across the county, includ-
ing Cass City, have dealt with
similar threats in the past, and
each is handled in the same way,
according to Reene, who ex-
plained protocols are in place that
require consistency from both
schools and law enforcement in
reacting to threats, regardless of
how credible they may or may not
be.

“It’s beyond our comprehension
why anybody would make these
sorts of statements, because it’s
going to bring this response,”
Reene said.

Continued from page one.

Cass City senior charged in threat probe
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Har-

tel addressed specifics of the inci-
dent in a letter to the parents and
guardians of all students in the
district.

“It was brought to our attention
that a high school student used
Snapchat to post a threat warning
students not to attend school today
with music from the song
‘Pumped Up Kicks’ playing in the
background.  The song talks about
a boy taking his father’s gun from
his father’s closet and warning
other kids they better be able to
run faster than his bullets,” Hartel
explained.

Powell, who was removed from
a class he was attending at the
Tuscola Technology Center in
Caro last week after the threat was
discovered by Cass City School
officials, is currently under sus-
pension at the school. The board

of education expects to address his
future in February.

While Powell made a mistake,
Hartel said, “we also understand
that people do make mistakes.
We’re trying to support the family
the best we can, but there are con-
sequences for what he did.”
The incident came in the wake of

a separate, unrelated investigation
– also involving school officials,
local law enforcement and the
Tuscola County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice – regarding recent alleged
cyber bullying incidents via the
social media website Facebook.

“In response to recent Facebook
posts…concerning bullying in our
schools and (the) incident at the
high school, I felt it was important
for you to know some facts,” Har-
tel stated in his letter to parents.

“The Facebook issue deals with
reported bullying from two differ-
ent students/families against each
other.  Most of what is being said
on this Facebook thread is either
entirely untrue or lacking most of
the facts,” he said. “Using Face-
book to discuss these types of
things doesn’t solve anything and
really only intensifies them.

“All bullying incidents men-
tioned on this Facebook thread
were investigated by school ad-
ministration,” Hartel added. “Po-
lice were notified over (an)
alleged assault that took place in
the gym, and a report was for-
warded to the county prosecutor.

“After interviewing the student
and reviewing the facts of the sit-
uation, the prosecutor found noth-
ing that warranted any charges
being made.

“Cass City Public Schools takes
bullying and threats very seri-
ously,” Hartel said. “We value
safe schools for our children,”
Hartel said. “We have educated
thousands of students in my time
in Cass City, and I take great pride
in knowing we did our best to help
prepare them for life after school.
Are we perfect? Absolutely not,
but I can honestly say that every-
one involved with Cass City Pub-
lic Schools wants the best for all
of our students, whoever they are
or whatever their last name is.”

*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from BofI Federal Bank, Member FDIC;
it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or
$3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected refund amount, ID
verification, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded
on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund,
reducing the amount that is paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed
without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional products or product features
may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations. Not offered in
Puerto Rico. HRB Maine License No.: FRA2. See hrblock.com/refundadvance for
details. ©2017 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

hrblock.com/refundadvance
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DNR officials remind sportsmen and women
that two days twice a year, families and friends
can enjoy one of Michigan’s premiere outdoor
activities, Michigan fishing, for FREE!
The 2018 Free Fishing Weekends are scheduled

for this winter: February 17 & 18 and this sum-
mer: June 9 & 10.

All fishing license fees will be waived for two
days. Residents and out-of-state visitors may
enjoy fishing on both inland and Great Lakes’
waters for all species of fish. All fishing regula-
tions will still apply.
For many, the annual Free Fishing Weekend has

become a tradition - a time to get together and
have some fishing fun. While some may find
time to reflect while fishing, there are no limits
to variations on a great theme! Experienced an-
glers who offer a child or young adult the chance
to take their first fishing trip can provide a re-
warding experience for all. 

Michigan offers some of the finest freshwater
fishing in the world, with more than 3,000 miles
of Great Lakes shoreline, more than 11,000 in-
land lakes and tens of thousands of miles of rivers
and streams.

In some of those rivers, steelhead live year-
round. HMMM. 

**********  
The American Red Cross is calling for help. Se-

vere winter weather has had a tremendous impact
on blood donations already this year, with more
than 200 blood drives forced to cancel. As a re-
sult, over 6,500 blood and platelet donations have
gone uncollected. In addition, hectic holiday
schedules as well as seasonal illnesses collec-
tively contributed to more than 28,000 fewer do-
nations in November and December. 
There is an urgent need for donations of all blood
types according to officials who say January is
National Blood Donor Month, so there’s no better
time to step up and give. 

Blood drive locations and hours are subject to
change. Visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) for more infor-
mation. 

**********    
I spent this past Friday and Saturday snowmo-

biling in the Seney area where I met up with for-
mer Cass City resident Francis Withey on both
nights.

Although the Upper Peninsula trails were in
good shape over the weekend, it was “Frank”
who made the trip memorable. He has a way –
and so does his wife, Mary – of making you feel
good. Friday night, Francis told me and others
stories about my dad that I already knew. They
still made me tingle inside.

On Saturday, Withey did it again by asking me
to pass along to Mary Drier that she has a fan
north of the Mackinaw Bridge, at least in the win-
ter months, before returning to Caseville for the
summer. 
It nice when good people share a little of their

time.

**********
This just in!
Volunteer Kate Fernald reports that Friday’s

silent auction at the Cass City High School bas-
ketball game with visiting Vassar was a huge suc-
cess.
“We made $5,000 for our student athletes,” she

said of the annual fundraiser, noting the generos-
ity of Cass City supporters is always appreciated.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Time to limit TV time

fore my house, it finally started to dissipate. I cannot
explain the relief I felt.
I think I need to limit my television watching time.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Because I was forced into semi-retirement about 18
months ago, I have a lot of time on my hands these
days as just a part-time freelance writer for some area
newspapers.
And, because of my previous business schedule and

being an avid book reader, I never watched much tel-
evision until recently.

Now, as the new year starts, I have murder on my
mind along with house remodeling and paranoia in
black and white.
Before anyone calls the Tuscola County Sheriff’s De-

partment regarding the first thing I have on my mind,
let me explain that it stems from a television program
that I started watching on my cable service. The pro-
gram is Investigation Discovery, which features a wide
variety of crime solving shows.
To go along with that program, there is a crime-solv-

ing club people can join. I signed up for a limited
membership to be a crime investigator. So far, I’m
stumped on who did it. There is no butler to pin it on.

As for house remodeling, Home and Garden is an-
other channel I’ve started watching. The show high-
lights several couples who either buy homes to
remodel and sell or help those who bought a home fix
it up.
A female on one of the programs trots around in high

heels and false eyelashes, and who doesn’t help with
any of the remodeling at all. Then, there is a mother
and daughter team who get down and dirty, cleaning
and using power tools to tackle remodeling projects.

Of all of the remodeling groups on that channel, the
mother-daughter team is my favorite because they both
roll up their sleeves to get the job done.
From watching that program, I’ve learned that if you

have enough money, any home — no matter how bad
the shape — can be rehabilitated into the perfect home.
I also learned more than I ever wanted to know about

shiplap. Shiplap is basically a wider version of the lap
boards in walls that form the base for plaster to be put
on. Shiplap boards are much wider and closer together
than lap boards, and the wood is much more attractive. 
Another of my favorite stations is the Turner Classic

Movie Channel that shows movies from by-gone days,
so several of them are black and white movies.

To me, black and white photographs and movies
show a lot more detail and are more dramatic than
color. I like horror or suspense movies, and watching
them in black and white adds an extra dimension to
the story line.
I recently watched the original movie “Fog” in which

an entire community is engulfed in fog and mysterious
things happen. Recently, after a warm day, the fog was
extra thick. As I was drinking my morning coffee and
looking out the window, I noticed a thick veil of fog
in the woods across the road from my house.
The fog started moving across the field. Slowly, inch

by inch, the fog moved forward. For a while it was fun
to watch, but when the blanket of swirling mist crossed
the road starting toward my yard, a lump formed in my
throat. I started recalling all of the horror movies I had
ever seen as I backed away from the window without
turning my back.
As the fog started to reach the last tree in my yard be-

The Cass City 
Chronicle
welcomes 

letters 
to the editor.

Letters must include the
w r i t e r ’s
name, ad-
dress and
telephone
n u m b e r.
The latter
is in case
it is nec-
essary to call for verification,
but won’t be used in the
newspaper. 

Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for
an adequate reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clar-
ity.

We will not publish thank you
letters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Check radon levels,
protect your health
Tuscola County Health Department officials are join-

ing their counterparts across the country in urging res-
idents to check the level of radon gas in their homes
this month.

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder has proclaimed January
as Radon Action Month.
The U.S. attorney general issued a national health ad-

visory on the risks of breathing radon, a cancer-caus-
ing radioactive gas. You cannot see, smell or taste
radon, but it may be a problem in your home. The sur-
geon general has warned that radon is the second lead-
ing cause of lung cancer in the United States today.

In fact, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the Surgeon General’s Office have estimated
that as many as 20,000 lung cancer deaths are caused
each year by radon. Radon-induced lung cancer costs
the United States over $2 billion dollars per year in
both direct and indirect health care costs.

If you smoke and your home has high radon levels,
you’re at high risk for developing lung cancer, accord-
ing to health experts, who say some scientific studies
of radon exposure indicate children may be especially
sensitive to radon.

The risks are compounded during the winter months
in Michigan, with residents spending more time indoors
with their windows and doors closed.

Exposure to elevated radon levels does not result in
any warning symptoms like headaches, nausea, fatigue
or skin rashes.  The only way to know whether you are
being exposed to elevated radon levels is to test your
home and other indoor environments.
According to Tip MacGuire, environmental health of-

ficer for the Tuscola County Health Department, a
statewide survey indicated elevated levels of radon
would be expected in one out of eight homes in Michi-
gan. In some counties, as many as 45 percent of the
homes could have radon levels above EPA recommen-
dations.

“Radon levels vary considerably from house to
house,” MacGuire said. “Elevated levels of radon have
been detected in some homes in just about every county
– the only way to know if your home has radon gas is
to test for it.”

Measuring the level of radon gas in a home is easy,
with test kits available year round from the health de-
partment. The kits normally cost $11, but are being of-
fered at no charge this month.

“Some hardware stores, home improvement centers
and other local retailers sell the do-it-yourself test kits.
Professional testing services are also available, though
they are most often used for testing as part of a real es-
tate transaction,” MacGuire noted. “If elevated levels
are found, they can be reduced with various ventilation
techniques.”
County resident are encouraged to pick up a free test

kit from the Tuscola County Health Department during
normal business hours through the end of January. The
department is located at 1309 Cleaver Rd. in Caro.
Citizens interested in learning more about radon and

the health risks it presents are welcome to contact the
local health department at (989) 673-8119.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Tricia A. Deo, 28, Caro, was
sentenced to 270 days in the
county jail and 60 months proba-
tion following her plea of no con-
test to one count of child abuse,
third degree, between Sept. 12 and
Nov. 9, 2016, in Caro.
She was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $258.
*Taylor S. Perrigo, 21, Milling-

ton, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail, with work release, following
his pleas of no contest to charges
of possession of a firearm by a
felon and assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) Sept.
17 in Millington. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (one prior felony
conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 36 months probation
and ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,026 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Shannyn R. Pelletier, 25, Es-
sexville, was sentenced to 22 days
in jail following her pleas of no
contest to two counts of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a po-
lice officer, and to one count of
attempted assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer Aug.
14 in Caro.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $926.
*Chauntel D. Galla, 28, Traverse

City, pleaded no contest to two
counts of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer and
one count of operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the influence of
liquor Aug. 25 in Millington.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $2,500. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Karl S. Schank, 51, Columbiav-

ille, pleaded no  contest to two
counts of assaulting with
a dangerous weapon (felonious

assault) and one count of carrying
a dangerous weapon with unlaw-
ful intent Oct. 23 in Novesta
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Joseph J. Finkbeiner, 75, Vas-
sar, pleaded guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
April 2 in Vassar Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

Con artist bilks Deford couple
out of $850 in sweepstakes scam 

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department is again warning area
residents to beware of scam artists
after a Deford couple was bilked
out of $850 in a sweepstakes scam
over the weekend.

The department posted the inci-
dent on its Facebook page Satur-
day, stating Sgt. Ryan Pierce
investigated a fraud complaint
filed by an elderly couple in De-
ford who had been called by a per-
son identifying themselves as the
executive vice president of Pub-
lishers Clearing House (PCH).
“The caller indicated that the vic-

tims had won $8.5 million dollars,
plus $5,000 a week for life, as
well as a new Mercedes Benz. The
caller felt his was a real call, be-
cause she had a recent mailing
from PCH and that paperwork
showed Deborah Holland as the

executive vice president,” the post
read.

“All they had to do to claim this
prize was send $2,000 via a Wal-
mart money transfer to a bank ac-
count that the caller provided. The
$2,000 was needed to cover the
one percent transfer fee for their
winnings,” investigators said.
“They were also told to change
their phone number — because of
this windfall, people will be call-
ing them, asking them for money.
Further, they were told to not tell
anyone, including any bank, be-
cause they wanted it to be a sur-
prise in the area.”

The victims did change their
phone number temporarily, but
then contacted their phone com-
pany and changed it back, accord-
ing to deputies.

“They withdrew $850, having

told the woman that was all they
could send. They went to Walmart
and transferred the money to a
Walmart in Virginia.”

The victims told investigators
that the woman was very persist-
ent and called them several times
a day over a two-day period, at-
tempting to get the full $2,000
from them. When the victims
began asking questions, and in-
sisting that she should just give
them their prize money now —
and then suggested that this was a
scam and wanted the $850 re-
turned — the scammer hung up
and did not call them again.

The victims did call PCH, and
after hearing their story, the cou-
ple was told that no one from PCH
would ever call ahead of time, nor
would they request money from
the winner.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Guess I won’t
paint a sparrow

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2013)

Carrie and Josh Byer, of
Kingston, welcomed the first
baby of the new year in the
Chronicle’s coverage area. Josiah
Dean Byer was born Jan. 1 at
6:28 a.m. at McLaren Lapeer Re-
gion in Lapeer. He weighed 5
pounds and 14 ounces and meas-
ured 18 1/2 inches in length. He
was welcomed home by his par-
ents and a brother, Elijah, 2. As
the family to welcome the area’s
first newborn of 2013, the Byers
will receive a host of gifts do-
nated by Cass City merchants.
Owen-Gage winners in the 25th

annual National Geography Bee
are Aaron Fahrner, seventh grade
(third place), Emalee Bach, sev-
enth grade (first place), and
Cordell Clarkson, sixth grade
(second place).

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department recently honored one
of its own, presenting retiring
Detective Sgt. Mike Pine with a
commendation for meritorious
service. “He has served the citi-
zens of Tuscola County with
compassion and integrity for 26
years, ” Sheriff Lee Teschendorf
said. “Mike began his career on
Aug. 4, 1986 when he started as
a corrections officer. He then
transferred to the road patrol in
1988. In 1996 he was promoted
to road patrol sergeant and then
made a transfer to a detective’s
position in 2009. During his
years of service, he maintained
an excellent work ethic, showed
continuing loyalty to both the
public he served and those who
employed him. Mike has always
been consistent with his common
sense attitude toward whatever
position he served in or task he
was assigned to complete. It will
be difficult to find a replacement
with these qualities and abilities.”
Ashley Hendrick, a 2006 gradu-

ate of Cass City High School, re-
cently graduated from Saginaw
Valley State University with a
Master of Science Degree in oc-
cupational therapy. She is the
daughter of Chuck and Kelli
Hendrick of Decker; and the
granddaughter of Janice Winter
and the late Marv Winter of Cass
City, and Doris Hendrick and the
late Earl Hendrick of Decker.

10 YEARS AGO (2008)
Jordan Glaza recently received

his bachelor of applied arts ma-
joring in broadcast and cinema
arts with a minor in media de-
sign, production and technology.
A 2003 graduate of Cass City
High School, he is the son of Art
and Suzette Glaza of Decker. He
is the grandson of Art Sr. and Rita
Glaza of Ruth, and Anna and the
late Ray Kubacki of Ubly.

Cass City’s Kevven Dorland is
this week’s recipient of Schnee-
berger’s Athlete of the Week
honor. The Red Hawk grappler
helped his squad improve to 3-0
in the Greater Thumb Conference
with a pair of wins last Wednes-
day against Elkton-Pigeon-Bay
Port and Saginaw Nouvel. Then
on Saturday, Dorland earned a
4th place medal at the Spartan In-
vitational in Imlay City, wrestling
in the 130-pound division.
Kevven is the son of Kathy and
Tom Dorland.

25 YEARS AGO (1993)
An estimated 50 fire fighters

from 8 departments worked to
quell Sunday’s fire at Croft-Clara
Lumber/Siding World, 6141 W.
Main St., Cass City. The flames,
fanned by a stiff southwest wind,
quickly gutted the main building
and offices, but the surrounding
storage areas and residences just
east of the business were spared.
Shane Martindale, son of Roger

and Joann Martindale of Gage-
town, is the student of the month
for January. The senior student is
the National Honor Society pres-
ident and a member of the 3.0
club and the trip club. Active in
sports, he plays football, basket-
ball and track for the Bulldogs.
He hopes to become a draftsman.
The Greenville College scholas-

tic honor roll for the first semes-
ter of the 1992-93 academic year
includes Janet Koch. Koch,
daughter of Mr. and  Mrs. Harold

I’ve heard it said that if some criminals had brains, they’d be dan-
gerous.
I suspect there’s a certain amount of truth in that, looking back on

some of the police and court stories I’ve covered over the years. One
example that comes to mind involved a burglary in the area in which
a suspect took a few minutes to check his Facebook page on the vic-
tim’s computer.

I’m not kidding.
Anyway, while some criminals obviously don’t have both oars in

the water, you can find an equal number of old laws on the books
that will leave you scratching your head or simply bursting out in
laughter.

Take a regulation in the Michigan city of Harper Woods that pro-
hibits anyone from painting sparrows and selling them as parakeets,
for example.
Did you know that it is (or was) illegal to serenade your girlfriend

in Kalamazoo? I can understand this one, given my singing ability.
Not that it would matter once my wife found out I had been sere-
nading my girlfriend in Kalamazoo.

In Wayland, meanwhile, one law allows you to keep your cow on
Main Street downtown if you can afford the fee (three cents a day),
and in Grand Haven, you’ll be in hot water – that is, face a fine of
$5 for each offense — if you throw an abandoned hoop skirt into
any street or on any sidewalk.
I’m guessing those laws haven’t been enforced for some years, al-

though it isn’t clear on the website www.dumlaws.com.
Here a few other examples gleaned from the website:
*It is illegal to kill a dog using a decompression chamber.
*Adultery is illegal, but can only be punished upon a complaint by

the affected husband or wife (this one seems obsolete on a number
of levels, not the least of which is the number of people who don’t
even bother to get married anymore).
*No man may seduce and corrupt an unmarried girl, or else he risks

five years in prison (Oh boy, have you seen a news headline re-
cently?).
*A woman isn’t allowed to cut her own hair without her husband’s

permission.
*You may not swear in front of women and children (given the

limited vocabulary of some folks, I’d suggest more money be ear-
marked for jail space. Not really — this one was repealed in 2002).

*Putt-putt golf courses must close by 1 a.m. (in Detroit).
*Willfully destroying your old radio is prohibited (another gem

from the city of Detroit, where it reportedly was — at one time —
illegal for a man to scowl at his wife on Sunday or let a pig run free
unless it had a ring in its nose).
Of course, Michigan isn’t alone in having silly laws on the books.
In Arkansas, it’s strictly prohibited to pronounce the state name in-

correctly (who cares?).
In Chico, Calif., it’s illegal to build, maintain or use a nuclear

weapon (hey, this is serious; aside from self-annihilation, violators
face a $500 fine).
*A pickle cannot be sold unless it bounces in Connecticut (where,

reportedly, the law stemmed from two scheming pickle packers who
tried to sell pickles “unfit for human consumption” on the sly).

And, finally, in Georgia it’s illegal to eat fried chicken with any-
thing other than your fingers.

Gee, when they say finger licking good, they mean it.

Lakes, Ill. Wedding plans are in-
definite.

Ken Hiatt of Cass City was
named first among six drummers
competing for the All Stars Band
at Durand Saturday. This band is
composed of the top high school
musicians from throughout the
state. They will present a concert
Jan. 27 and 28 at Durand.

75 YEARS AGO (1943)

Miss Wyneth Berry, of Wichita
Falls, Texas, and Pfc. Carson S.
O’Dell of the U.S. Marine Corps
of Quantico, Va., were married at
the home of the groom’s parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Warren O’Dell, of
City, Jan. 6.

Sgt. John W. Bayley wrote his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Bayley, that he was one of the
many Americans stationed in
China to receive a red necktie
from Generalissimo and Madame
Chiang Kaishek. The generalis-
simo’s name was on the tie in
Chinese characters. “Although
we were far from home, we had
a very happy Christmas,” writes
Sgt. Bayley.

Glen Churchill and daughter,
Mrs. Orville Mallory, returned
Wednesday from a week’s visit
with Pvt. Orville Mallory, sta-
tioned at Camp Crowder, Mis-
souri. The trip was made by train
from Imlay City, and they found
him well and happy.
Private Ira C. Gerou, son of Mr.

and Mrs. Arthur Gerou, Gage-
town, has reported for duty at the
Army Air Forces Advanced Fly-
ing School, Carlsbad, New Mex-
ico. Before coming to the
Carlsbad Army Air Field, he had
been stationed at Chicago Tech-
nical Schools.

100 YEARS AGO (1918)

Dear Mr. W. C. Morse: Re-
ceived your letter today and
needless to say I was delighted to
get it. I am always glad to get let-
ters and I enjoy answering them
although it sometimes keeps me
busy to keep up my end of the
correspondence. It is interesting
and also very encouraging to note
that the folks at home are all so
interested in hearing about life in
the training camps. I don’t sup-
pose any of us ever experienced
a busier life than we have here for
there is something doing from the
time reveille blows at 5:45 a. m.
until after retreat at night. We
have been drilling pretty steady
lately in spite of the cold weather.
Of course most of our drilling has
been done inside the barracks on
the coldest days. Our company
moved from building 151 to
building 164 last Monday. We
now have the whole building to
ourselves, and as we only occupy
the upper squad room, we have
the lower squad room for physi-
cal exercise and rifle drill on
stormy days. The Manual of
Arms one of the most interesting
drills we have. Lately we have
been going through it for a half
hour each day, blindfolded, it is
great practice as it gets us in the
habit of handling the rifle entirely
by the feel of it. We had a very
good cook when we were over at
building 151 and we all expected
he was going to move over here
with us, so believe me there were
some long faces when we found
out he wasn’t coming. We all
thought it would be “good-bye”
to all the good eats for us, but we
had a happy surprise. Your friend,
ANTHUR L. EWALD, 23rd Co.,
6th Battalion, 160th Depot
Brigade.

From Wm. Ward. January 25,
1918. Dear Parents: Just a line to
let you know I am well and got to
our new camp alright. We are
now at Camp Merrit, New Jersey,
about 14 miles out of New York
City, but I don’t think we will be
here very long. We had a fine trip
coming up and came by way of
Detroit. I called Jim up and
talked with him, but did not have
time to go and see him. After we
left Detroit, we crossed over into
Canada and came by way of Ni-
agara Falls. We went through 10
states and crossed Canada. Well I
will have to close. Write soon.
BILL. Lieut. W. Ward

Koch, Gagetown, is a senior
communications major. To place
on the honor roll, juniors and sen-
iors must maintain current 3.5 on
a 4- point scale. Koch maintained
honor roll status for a minimum
of 3 semesters and has therefore
been designated a college
scholar. Greenville College,
founded in 1892, is a 4-year fully
accredited Christian liberal arts
college in Greenville, Ill.

35 YEARS AGO (1983)  

Cindy Adamczyk was a winner
of the county and state water and
soil conservation poster contests
in the division for third and
fourth graders. Her county poster
had the theme “Trees help us
breathe.” Her state winner had
the theme “Water, friend or foe.”
She is the daughter of LaWanda
and Ronald Adamczyk of
Kingston.

Three tables of cards were
played when the euchre club met
Saturday evening at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Decker. High
prizes were won by Mrs. Harold
Copeland and Cliff Jackson. Low
prizes were won by Mrs. Leonard
Buella and Harold Copeland.
Mrs. Ronnie Gracey won the
traveling prize.

An enviable driving record
earned Clare Root of Caro a letter
of commendation and a towel
from State Farm Insurance Co.
Root, 85, had only one small
claim in 61 years of driving, Pre-
senting Root with a cake is agent
Ernie Teichman Jr., Cass City,
while Dave Mitin, agency man-
ager watches. The former Deford
area resident recently sold his car
because of declining eyesight. He
bought his first policy with the
company the year it was founded,
in 1922.

40 YEARS AGO (1978) 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Wright
(Sandra Sheldon) announce the
birth of a daughter, Jill Ann, Jan.
13 in Huron Memorial Hospital,
Bad Axe. She weighed six
pounds and 10 ounces and joins
sister, Heather. Grandparents are
Roland Sheldon of Oscoda, Mrs.
Lena Teller of Cass City and Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Wright of
Cookville, Tenn. The great-
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Leonard Randall of Kingston,
and great-great grandmother is
Mrs. Lena Dell of Standish.
There are five generations in the
family.

Mr. and Mrs. Willis Thane of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Mary
Marie, to Frederick Michael
Jones, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Jones of Caro. An Aug. 19 wed-
ding is being planned.
Clinton A. Esckilsen, son of Mr.

and Mrs. Arthur A. Esckilsen,
6456 Third St., Cass City, re-
cently was promoted to Army
chief warrant officer in grade W-
4 while a student at the U.S.
Army Aviation Center at Ft.
Rucker, Ala. CWO Esckilsen en-
tered the Army in December,
1954. The warrant officer at-
tended the University of Texas at
El Paso. His wife, Joyce, is with
him at Ft. Rucker.

50 YEARS AGO (1968)  
If the Lions could have hand

picked a winner of the club’s re-
cent drawing for a Snowmobile,
they probably couldn’t have done
better than pick the person who
actually won Saturday night. Eu-
gene Smentek, who lives three
miles south of Cass City, and has
a large family, won the vehicle
and Sunday was skimming over
the snow with it. Roger Marshall,
who spearheaded the fund raising
event for the Lions, said that
Smentek had purchased six tick-
ets in the raffle and had six
chances to win.
Mr. and Mrs. Amasa Anthes, Jr.

of Cass City have announced the
engagement of their daughter,
Joan Vickie, to Dennis Dale
Koch, son of Clarence W. Koch
of Bach and the late Delores
Koch. Miss Anthes is attending
Port Huron School of Beauty
Culture in Port Huron. Koch is
serving in the Navy at Great
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Continued from page one.

with the bond extension.
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel and Chief Financial Officer Allison

Zimba last spring approached the board with a proposal to fund the
work by extending the existing debt service tax, eliminating the need
to ask for a millage increase.

At stake is the condition of two aging buildings, including the high
school, which was built in 1966. The district’s newest building – the
former middle school, now Cass City Elementary School – was con-
structed about 20 years ago.
Should voters approve the bond extension in the spring, the levy would

generate funding in three separate years.
School officials are still in the process of settling on specific capital

improvement projects based on priorities, but the school board has al-
ready indicated the first phase of upgrades will focus on replacing the
heating and cooling system in the junior-senior high building.
The district’s specific needs include repair/replacement of radiant heat

panels along with other major climate control upgrades at the high
school, where aging fixtures have resulted in flooding damage; replace-
ment of boilers that have reached their life expectancies in both build-
ings; and the purchase of school buses.

In other financial matters, the board reviewed the district’s revised
2017-18 budgets, including the general fund, which ended with both
higher revenues and expenditures compared to projections set in 2017.
Revenues and expenditures both totaled roughly $9.9 million, with a
surplus of about $13,500, which boosted the fund balance to $1.68 mil-
lion, or an amount equal to nearly 17 percent of the general fund budget.

BAKER COLLEGE

Turning to the Baker College offer, Hartel told the board he received
a call from school, asking if the local district would be interested in pur-
chasing Baker’s Cass City campus, which is slated to close within the
next year or two due to a decline in enrollment.

Hartel said he was told that a previous purchase agreement between
Baker and Texas businessman Mark Molter – who reportedly planned
to open a grocery store in the Main Street building – had fallen through
due to a lack of funding.

Hartel indicated he hasn’t formed an opinion either way on the offer,
but suggested the board might want to consider the possibilities.

“It’s a newer building, the price is right, but I certainly don’t expect
you to make a decision tonight,” he said, noting the cost involved would
include an estimated $20,000 in utility expenses – about the same
amount school officials spent over three or four years on the former
Campbell Elementary School building after closing the school and be-
fore finally selling the property to Thumb Area Psychological Services
for $51,000 in late 2015.

Hartel said he has contacted intermediate school officials in Tuscola
and Huron counties to discuss possible uses for the Baker building, in-
clude perhaps establishing a combination robotics facility/ alternative
(GED) education center. He suggested the building could even house a
grocery store developed as an extension of the school district and in-
corporated into various academic programs.

“I’m just throwing out ideas,” Hartel told the board. “It’s not like we
need that building. We’re in good shape financially, (and) it’s scary to
take on the $20,000 (in utility costs) without a clear path.”
Board President Alice Zaleski agreed. “I’m not comfortable spending

$20.000 a year if we don’t have a plan,” she said.
The board agreed to further discuss the offer and requested that Hartel

ask Baker officials to give the district time to consider its options.
In other business during the monthly meeting, the board:
*Awarded a three-year lawn mowing contract to Big Mack’s Lawn

Care, Cass City, at a cost of $16,800 per year. Bids were also submitted
by Extreme Services ($24,000), GD Handyman and Lawn Care
($23,000) and deBeaubien Lawn Service ($24,000). The district has
been paying roughly $18,000 a year for the service.
*Conducted its annual reorganization meeting, including the election

of officers. Re-elected were Zaleski as board president, Janie Meeker
as vice president, Emily Lasceski as secretary and Dave Osentoski as
treasurer. The board also agreed to continue holding regular meetings
on the fourth Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

School trustees consider
Baker campus purchase
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DID THE GERMS CATCH YOU?
WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

FILL YOUR
PRESCRIPTION
NEEDS AT OUR

HOSPITAL DRIVE
PHARMACY

6190 Hospital Drive
Cass City • 989-912-6061

Our After Hours Clinic 
is open 7 Days a Week!

Monday - Thursday: 5 pm - 9 pm
Friday: 1 pm - 9 pm 

Saturday - Sunday: 9 am - 2 pm

4672 Hill St., Cass City • 989-912-6114

Flu Shots 
Still 

Available

HDC FOSTER Grandmother Mina Snyder

takes a moment to smile with kindergarten

teacher Heather LaBerge at McComb Elemen-

tary School in Caro.
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Such a clinic in Tuscola County is just in the tentative stages of plan-
ning.
“No location for this clinic has been selected,” said Hepfer, who added

MCDC has plans to open its first Thumb area clinic in the spring, with
a new building planned in Sandusky.

“The MCDC clinics would serve Medicaid, Healthy Kids, and those
who are underinsured also,” she said. “They do have sliding scales so
that residents pay according to their income if they do not have dental
insurance.”

There is a federally qualified dental clinic in Huron County, owned
by Great Lakes Bay Health Center. 

“This clinic has been in operation for two years. They provide com-
prehensive family dental care including cleanings, x-rays, restorations,
oral surgery, dentures, root canals, crowns, emergency dental care, and
more,” Hepfer continued. “This clinic services Huron, Sanilac and Tus-
cola county residents. It also provides dental services to adults and chil-
dren on Medicaid, and those who are indigent or people without
insurance.”

Because of demand for the services, there is generally a waiting list. 
Contact information for this clinic is (989) 623-0137 and (989) 623-

0137.
According to Hepfer, children in both Huron and Tuscola counties who

are on Medicaid are already covered by Delta Dental, and most of those
children can go to a local dentist who accepts Delta Dental for services.

“Every child should be seen by a dentist by the first birthday,” she
said.
More information about Healthy Kids Dental is available on the web-

site www.healthykidsdental.org.
One of the reasons the attempted tri-county dental clinic failed six

years ago was the inability to get officials from all three counties to
agree.

The proposal for that clinic came from a group of 30 dentists in Tus-
cola, Huron, and Sanilac counties who formed the non-profit group,
Thumb Area Dental Clinics Inc. The goal was to develop a dental clinic
for the uninsured and those on Medicaid in the Thumb area with funding
help from all three counties.
After making considerable progress, the dentists proposed the counties

help pay for a legal review of the proposed contract, which was rejected
because some of the county commissioners involved didn’t feel it was
the county’s responsibility to do so. After that, the proposal languished
and fell by the wayside.

Wanted: foster grandparents in Thumb
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

If you’re a senior citizen who en-
joys volunteering, have some free
time on your hands and a passion
for helping children, Kristy
Sutherland might just have the
perfect part-time job for you.

Sutherland serves as manager of
the Human Development Com-
mission’s (HDC) Foster Grand-
parent Program, which matches
adult volunteers in the community
with students who would benefit
from a little extra attention in the
classroom.
Older adults are rethinking retire-

ment through volunteerism, and

the state of Michigan is taking no-
tice.  

One of the ways older adults are
volunteering is through HDC’s
Foster Grandparent Program,
which prompted Gov. Rick Sny-
der to acknowledging the efforts
of the program by declaring Jan.
16 as Foster Grandparent Volun-
teer Day in Michigan.

In the Thumb, HDC officials
have placed 44 foster grandparent
volunteers in area schools, includ-
ing pre-school programs, head
start centers, and intermediate
school districts. In all, local foster
grandparent volunteers have been
assigned to 150 different students
to focus their time and attention

on.
“We predict that all 67 students

will show at least moderate im-
provement in literacy, math, and
general academics including in-
creased attendance and class par-
ticipation,” said Sutherland.

“Foster grandparents are able to
help achieve the improvement
through one-on-one learning situ-
ations and extra attention to stu-
dents who need it the most,” she
explained. “While the volunteers
focus their time on students with
special or exceptional needs, they
are truly “grandma” or “grandpa”
to the entire school.”

Students are not the only ones
who benefit from the Foster
Grandparent Program; volunteers
also benefit through this intergen-
erational experience, according to
Sutherland.

“After retirement, seniors are
more likely to become isolated,
lonely, and even depressed.  The
Foster Grandparent Program en-
courages seniors to be more ac-
tive, have increased social ties,
and find a purpose in what they
are doing,” she said. “The volun-
teers are able to see the achieve-
ment in the students and hear kind
words from students as they build
relationships within the school.

HDC has sponsored the Thumb
Area Foster Grandparent Program
since 1978.
There are currently openings for

new volunteers to join the pro-
gram.  Volunteers meeting income
guidelines will receive a small
stipend and travel reimbursement
related to volunteering.
For more information, call HDC

at 1-800-843-6394.

Continued from page one.

Officials eye dental clinic

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Pigeon • Cass City • Caseville
Bay City • Bad Axe

Where relationships 
are built on trust.

(989) 912-2440
Nicholas P. Bliss

Financial Advisor
6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38

Cass City, MI 48726
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Gary Bader 
989-553-0236

2 bedroom, 1 bath in Cass City  
New flooring, central air, large 
yard.  Immediate possession 

$52,900    

Nice building site on 
Brenda Dr, Cass City

$8,000

New listing - Stately 4 
bedroom, 2 bath, home in 

Caro.     $74,900 

3 bedroom, 1 bath, Great 
starter home, Linwood

$55,900 

New construction - Beautiful   
3 bedroom, 2 bath, basement 

rec room, nice subdivision, 
Freeland.  $278,900    

New Listing - Country home 
near Cass City.    3 bedroom,   
2 bath, additional basement 

bedroom & family room.     
$125,000    

REALTY
MDL

310 Center Ave, Bay City
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News briefs
Author coming to Cass City   
CASS CITY – Author Mike Sonnenberg will share his book “Lost in
Michigan: History and Travel Stories from an Endless Road Trip” dur-
ing a program slated for Monday, Feb. 19, at 2 p.m. at Rawson Memo-
rial District Library.

Sonnenberg, a Saginaw native, began traveling the back roads of
Michigan in 2013 in search of forgotten and/or overlooked places. He
created the “Lost in Michigan” website, posting photos and stories of
his travels.
Sonnenberg’s book, published last fall, will be available for purchase

following the program.

Cooking for Crowds on tap
CASS CITY — MSU Extension will be offering the Cooking for
Crowds Food Safety Program at Rawson Memorial District Library,
Cass City, Monday, Feb. 19, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Cooking for Crowds is a program designed to educate non-profit
groups who prepare food for their members or the general public as part
of food fundraisers and events.  It is designed to teach food safety con-
cepts as it relates to preparing food for the public so that the prepared
food is both safe and delicious.  Educational information and resources
including a 115-page manual with checklists and information.
Preregistration is requested.  To register, call MSU Extension at (989)

269-9949 (ext. 602). The class registration fee is $10 per person.

Kingston honors its trustees
KINGSTON —January is School Board Appreciation Month, and
Kingston School officials are expressing their appreciation for the serv-
ice of local board members. 

“The school is blessed to have seven board members that truly care
about kids and take great pride in their community. Being on a school
board is not glamorous and it certainly doesn’t pay well,” said school
Supt. Matt Drake. “It takes time away from their families and board
members personal endeavors. Still each and every month, and often
more, board members are at the school helping to ensure the short and
long-term success of our students and our district.
Drake recognized board members Dave Kolacz, Anthony Goss, Jason

Koehler, Jeff Long, Jeff Phillips, Scott Neff and Lane Walker.

On-line programs available
MICHIGAN — Michigan State University (MSU) Extension will offer
six on-line programs highlighting field crop production and pest man-
agement.

The live webinar presentations will be offered on Mondays starting
Feb. 19 from 7 to 8 p.m. They will continue through March 26. Partic-
ipants will learn about enhancing corn, soybean, small grain and forage
production systems.
The cost is $20 for the six webinars or $5 per individual webinar ses-

sion. Pre-registration is required by Monday, Feb. 5 and can be com-
pleted by contacting James DeDecker at (989) 734-2168 or via email
at dedecke5@msu.edu.

Train to be weather spotter
CARO — The National Weather Service will host a severe weather-
tornado spotter workshop Tuesday, March 20, at 7 p.m., at the Tuscola
County Medical Care Facility Business Annex, 1285 Cleaver Rd., Caro.
There is no charge for the class, hosted by the Tuscola County Office

of Emergency Management, but registration is requested by calling
(989) 673-5181.
Persons who complete the class will become informed weather spotters

with the National Weather Service.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

STATE REP. Dr. Edward J. Canfield, D.O. (center at podium) speaks

during a press conference Wednesday afternoon unveiling the House

C.A.R.E.S. Task Force’s final report, which focuses on recommendations

to make significant improvements to Michigan’s broken mental health

system. Canfield represents the 84th District, comprised of Tuscola and

Huron counties.

Canfield: mental health fix crucial
State Rep. Dr. Edward J. Can-

field, D.O. (R-Sebewaing), along-
side a bipartisan group of his
colleagues on the House Mental
Health Task Force, last week un-
veiled recommendations to make
significant improvements to
Michigan’s broken mental health
system.

As a member of the bipartisan
House C.A.R.E.S. Task Force,
Canfield spent five months attend-
ing meetings and visiting commu-
nities across Michigan. To learn
how best to deliver meaningful
solutions, feedback was collected
from residents who lack care and
resources.

In particular, the panel focused
on five key elements: Community,
Access, Resources, Education and
Safety (C.A.R.E.S.).

“After traveling across the state
and hearing from individuals ex-
periencing mental illness and ex-
perts who help them, it’s clear
mental health is a crucial issue
everywhere,” said Canfield, who

chairs the House Health and
Human Services Subcommittee.

“The Legislature must make it a
priority,” he added. “We need
more support and funding to en-
sure mental health care facilities
and patients are getting the proper
resources and proactive care to
make sure Michigan is not a state
that waits for a crisis to happen,
but rather a state that tackles a
problem when it first arises.”

Canfield said the House
C.A.R.E.S report will not only

serve as a blueprint for policy
changes and legislation to be in-
troduced in the next several
months, but also establish a
framework to further enhance
mental health services in the fu-
ture.

The full report is available to re-
view at
www.house.mi.gov/CARES.
Canfield represents the 84th Dis-

trict, comprised of Tuscola and
Huron counties.

GOT EMPLOYMENT?
50 attend Dairy Farmers of America job fair
in Cass City in hopes of filling job openings

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Although officials still have not
confirmed or denied the prospects
of a second dairy-related plant in
Cass City’s future, representatives
of the Dairy Farmers of America
(DFA) accepted applications for
current job openings last week.

The Tuscola County Economic
Development Corporation
(TEDC) and DFA officials hosted
a career fair at Rawson Memorial
District Library Thursday.
According to the EDC’s job post-

ing, the jobs offer a starting wage
of $15.20 an hour along with
health care benefits and 401K
plan.
The EDC and DFA also hosted a

job fair in Caro last November.
“The job fair went very well.

There were 50 people who at-
tended,” Tuscola County EDC
Communications Director Vicky
Sherry said of Thursday’s event.
“This was a great turn out and I
am very pleased by how it went.
This proves what a great talented
workforce we have in Tuscola
County.”

As for the future, officials have
said little about future expansion
plans.

“All I’ve been told is that some
kind of announcement is expected
to be made in the spring,” Tuscola
County Commissioner Tom
Young said of past discussions re-
garding an expansion of the DFA
operation in Cass City.
Young is a former Michigan De-

partment of Economic Develop-
ment business development
manager for the Thumb Area who,
in his previous job, had extensive
knowledge about the DFA’s plans.

He knew back in 2007, for exam-
ple, that DFA officials were plan-
ning to build a 33,000-square foot,
$40 million dairy processing plant
in the village in 2013.

During the groundbreaking for
the dairy facility at 4105 N. Divi-
sion St., officials said plans called
for the plant to be a first step of a
proposed multi-phase dairy pro-
cessing center.

“While exact details are still
being finalized, DFA is currently
exploring a number of scenarios
for the expansion of the 33,000
square foot Cass City facility,”
said John Wilson, senior vice
president and 
chief fluid marketing officer for
DFA. “Additionally, we are work-
ing in partnership with others on a
cheese and whey production facil-
ity.”
In June 2016, DFA announced an

expansion of the Cass City dairy
facility. At the same time DFA,
Foremost Farmers USA, and
Michigan Milk Producers Associ-
ation (MMPA) announced they
were exploring joint ownership
and operation of a cheese process-
ing plant in Michigan because of
the growing milk supply in the
state.

That announcement did not in-
clude a proposed location for the
cheese processing plant.

Then, in early 2017, representa-
tives of DFA, MMPA, Foremost
Farms USA and Glanbia an-
nounced they were in advanced
discussions to create a stand-alone
joint venture to build and operate
a new cheese and whey produc-
tion facility in Michigan. Again,
no potential locations were dis-
closed.

Nothing more has been said

since those announcements, al-
though in July officials confirmed
progress had been stalled to the
lack of an adequate power supply
for DFA’s proposed second phase.

“Back when the DFA project
started, the plan was to have three
dairy processing facilities in Cass
City,” Young said at the time.
“That is still the hope, but a power
source is needed for development
of the second phase.

“For the next dairy processing
phase to move forward, it needs
power — and soon. DTE said it
would take approximately three
years to run power to the new
(proposed) plant in Cass City.
DFA would like to see that time-
line shortened to two years. A
power line would have to be run
for four miles.”

However, DTE has several proj-
ects ahead of the one for DFA.

“We asked if the power project
for DFA couldn’t be pushed for-
ward, but DTE (officials) said that
wasn’t possible because other
projects would have to be delayed
in order to do that,” said Young.
“We even asked Thumb Electric
about supplying power, but they
can’t go into DTE territory (due
to) regulations. DTE is the only
game in town.

“DFA officials are not happy
about the wait and are looking at
other possible sites in other areas
of the state. A power source is the
big issue,” Young continued.
“Cass City is the best location be-
cause of all of the dairy farmers in
the area. It is only about a 40- to
50-mile drive to the Cass City
plant for milk haulers, where it
would be over 100 miles to other
parts of the state.”
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