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THE NICOL’S CHRISTMAS Light Extravaganza is unequaled in the Thumb, drawing thousands of visitors each Decem-

ber to northern Sanilac County. John and Gayle Nicol founded the display more than 30 years ago, and for the past nine-

plus years, their son, Joel, and his wife, Jaime, have been “running the show” at their Germania Road residence. (Photo

courtesy of Jaime Nicol)

CASS CITY photographer Cheryl Viney Osentoski has

captured her share of impressive wildlife photos in and

around the Thumb area, and this recent shot is no ex-

ception. “This was taken at Fish Point. I’ve seen three

snowy owls the last two times that I have been there,”

Osentoski commented. “Looking at Birds of the Eastern

United States, The Naturalist, and other photography

groups on Facebook, there seems to be quite a few of

them around this year.”

Cass City School officials eye
early school start in 2018-19

Village council approves budget

Urologist facing two dozen charges, another trial

Local woman
seriously hurt
in 2-car crash

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputies say slick road conditions
contributed to a two-vehicle colli-
sion that left a former longtime
Cass City educator hospitalized
with serious injuries Thursday af-
ternoon.

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department detectives arrested a Decker
woman last week following a three-month investigation into accu-
sations of alleged embezzlement from a previous employer in Sanilac
County.
Undersheriff Brad Roff reported officers arrested Deborah K. Seif-

ferlein, 58, of Decker, Thursday.
“Detectives first became aware of the complaint after being con-

tacted by the attorney for Marlette Roofing and Sheet Metal. The ini-
tial investigation revealed that over $50,000 had been embezzled
since 2010,” Roff said.

Seifferlein was arraigned and later released on a $5,000 personal
recognizance bond.

Roff noted officers with the Sanilac County Drug Task Force as-
sisted detectives.

Decker woman arrested in
embezzlement investigation

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A jury exonerated Dr. Joseph E.
Oesterling last fall following his

trial on seven criminal charges,
but the physician’s legal troubles
aren’t all behind him.
The Tuscola County Prosecutor’s

Office has filed new criminal

charges – roughly two dozen in all
– against the Ann Arbor urologist,
alleging he operated a criminal en-
terprise and was involved in Med-
icaid fraud and placing false
information on charts.

Unlike the previous case, the
new charges are not related to pa-
tient care, according to Oester-
ling’s attorney, Robert Andretz of
Troy.
The latest charges stem from acts

that allegedly took place between
February 2016 and November
2016, which is the same time
frame the previous charges cov-
ered.

“He is charged with 25 felony
counts. The most serious is the
criminal enterprise,” explained
Andretz. “If found guilty, that has
a 20-year maximum sentence.”

An additional 14 charges allege
Medicaid fraud, eight charges al-
lege insurance fraud, and the re-
maining two charges involving
false entries in medical records.
“Each of those are four-year
felonies if found guilty,” said An-

dretz.
Oesterling’s next court date is

scheduled for Monday, when he
will face a probable cause hearing
in Tuscola County District Court.

“That court date may get
changed,” noted Andretz, who
said he feels justice will prevail
and again clear his client of all
charges.

In the meantime, Oesterling, 61,
is free on a $100,000 personal re-
cognizance bond, but he cannot
practice medicine because his li-
cense was suspended by the state
back from when the first charges
were filed against him.

And, the Tuscola County
Prospector’s office is pursuing
civil forfeiture proceedings target-
ing the physician’s assets.

“Even though he was found not
guilty on the other charges in Oc-
tober, his livelihood remains taken
away. He cannot sell any property,
or use any (bank) accounts,” said
Andretz. “It is tough on him and
his wife.”

Please turn to page 2.

Please turn to page 4.

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Educa-
tion Monday gave its nod of ap-
proval for an early start to the
2018-19 school year next fall,
joining a growing number of
Thumb schools planning to get a
head start on classes before the
Labor Day holiday.

“We’re looking at just a pre-
Labor Day start of four days,” said
Hartel, who explained students
would start classes on the last
week of August, attending Mon-
day through Thursday before get-
ting a head start on the holiday
weekend.

While some officials say an ear-
lier start addresses the impact of a
long summer vacation – specifi-

cally, students having to re-learn
information they’ve forgotten
from the previous school year –
Hartel suggested that kicking off
the school year in August simply
makes sense.

“The feeling is, three months is
too long to be off,” he said, adding
athletic teams already have a cou-
ple weeks of practice in by then.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Following a short public hearing
Monday night, the Cass City Vil-
lage Council approved its $4.289
million spending plan for 2018.

Although the property tax mill-
age rate to support the new budget
remains unchanged at 18.1387
mills, not everyone in attendance
at the regular monthly meeting
was pleased.

One such person was Seeger
Street resident Dick Wallace, who
pointed out that Cass City remains
in the Tuscola County Airport Au-

thority, against the wishes of sev-
eral residents who have aired their
concerns over the past few
months.

“Why do you continue to carry
on with the airport authority?”
asked the retired local banker,
adding, “It’s ridiculous – why are
you ignoring your community?” 
Cass City Village Manager Deb-

bie Powell was quick to answer
and explained the line item — in
the amount of $9,688 — was in-
cluded in the 2018 budget on the
advice of village attorney Jason
Bitzer.

“Were doing due diligence,” said
Powell, adding Bitzer has sug-

House fire claims 3-year-old
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A house fire claimed the life of a
three-year-old Sanilac County boy
early Monday morning, Sanilac
County Sheriff’s deputies said.

Undersheriff Brad Roff said
Sanilac Central Dispatch received
a 911 call at about 1:10 a.m. re-
porting there was a residence on
fire in the 300 block of West
Snover Road in Custer Township.

“Sheriff’s deputies were dis-

patched to the scene along with
Sandusky Fire. Upon arrival it
was determined that the house on
fire was occupied at the time and
that the 29-year-old father, 25-
year-old mother and one-year-old

Please turn to page 4.
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HURON COUNTY Sheriff’s Deputy Janice Pulaskey fills out Christmas

cards used to deliver $100 gifts to families in need. “She had just handed

Deputy Brad Strozeski 11 cards prior to this picture to begin delivering,

(and) we’ll have another 40 to follow next week,” Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson

said Friday.

News briefs

Spirit of giving
Anonymous donors give Huron
deputies $5,100 for those in need

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Don’t try to convince Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson that the
spirit of giving – especially during the Christmas season — is a thing
of the past.

In a news release issued early last week, Hanson reported a holiday
tradition of generous donors asking the sheriff’s department to distribute
financial gifts to those in need has continued this year. Those gifts come
in the form of $100 bills or $100 gift certificates for food.
“When I originally wrote (that) release, our total was $1,700,” Hanson

said Friday. “Since then, more outstanding individuals wanting to re-
main anonymous have come in with more money to put toward the
cause, making our total now $5,100.

“This program began four years ago when caring Huron County citi-
zens wanting to remain anonymous, came to me and asked that we use
our discretion to distribute $100 bills, or $100 food certificates to those
who may have had a bad year, or are in a bad way,” he explained. “Each
year I ask for recommendations of recipients from other local police
agencies, clergy, municipal and school leaders and other agencies that
deal with the well-being of people.”
Since the tradition began, Hanson noted, the sheriff’s department has

been asked to distribute an average of $4,000 annually, although the
total donations topped a whopping $7,000 one year.
“We as a county have got to be proud to have so many people wanting

to help out — some right from the first year — in making Christmas a
little brighter for those who in many cases are trying to adjust to losing
a loved one this past year,” Hanson said. “I honestly do want to say
thanks to the donors who are doing just that.”Tuscola man facing child abuse charge

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County man is facing
charges in connection with an
abuse case involving a youngster
who suffered a broken leg.

According to Tuscola County
Undersheriff Bob Baxter, deputies
investigated the child abuse com-
plaint Dec. 8.
“The alleged incident occurred in

Millington — Vassar Township –
(and) involved a seven-month-old
child with a broken leg. At the

conclusion of the investigation,
detectives arrested Johnathan
S h o w , ”
said Bax-
ter, who
noted the
29-year-old
Millington
man is the
boyfriend
of the
c h i l d ’ s
mother.

“Show allegedly stepped on the
child’s leg and caused a fracture at

their residence in Vassar Town-
ship. He told detectives that it was
an accidental injury,” Baxter re-
ported. “Show is…accused of
failing to seek medical attention
for the child for four days after the
injury was sustained.

“Show’s charges include child
abuse, second degree; child abuse,
third degree; child abuse, fourth
degree; and possession of mari-
juana,” Baxter said, adding the
suspect has been released on an
$80,000 bond.

Johnathan Show

When he was practicing, Oesterling saw patients in Caro, Saginaw,
and Mount Pleasant.
His Tuscola County practice included working out of the Caro Medical

Group, 206 Montague Ave., in Caro, formerly known as Caro Family
Physicians P.C.

When he joined Caro Family Physicians P.C. in the fall of 2014, he
was introduced as “a world-renown urologist with more than 30 years
of clinical and research experience.”

Oesterling’s resume includes training at John Hopkins University in
Baltimore, Md., before joining the staff at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn. After serving as the chairman of urology at the University of
Michigan for five years, he joined a practice with Dr. Joseph Aquilina
in in Saginaw in 1998.

Oesterling is credited with being the urologist who discovered the
prostate cancer tumor marker, prostate-specific antigen (PSA), and has
conducted extensive research in defining the role of PSA in the diag-
nosis and treatment of prostate cancer.
Editor Tom Montgomery contributed to this story.

Continued from page one.

Physician faces new charges

Local woman seriously hurt
Continued from page one.

An official accident report was not available at press time, but Deputy
Steve Roland reported he was dispatched to M-81 just west of Cass
City, near Koepfgen Road, at about 2:30 p.m.
“A black colored Chevrolet Impala was traveling eastbound on M-81

and crossed the centerline, striking a blue Chevrolet Uplander,” Roland
said. “The driver of the Chevrolet Impala, an 87-year-old female, was
transported by MMR for extensive ankle and leg injuries.

“The driver of the Chevrolet Uplander, a 32-year-old female, was
transported by MMR to Hills and Dales (General) Hospital for treat-
ment of minor injuries,” he added, noting both drivers were wearing
seatbelts.
“The drivers were the only occupants,” Roland said, adding icy/slushy

road conditions were a contributing factor in the accident.

Cass City police and the Elkland Township Fire Department assisted
deputies at the scene.
Roland’s report did not identify the drivers, but friends say Katie Jack-

son, 87, a former veteran Cass City teacher who has remained an active
volunteer in the community, was one of the drivers. Jackson, who re-
portedly was scheduled to undergo surgery at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Saginaw, suffered broken or fractured ankles as well as several broken
ribs and a broken knee.

Village audio upgrades on tap
CASS CITY – When the Cass City Village Council adopted the 2018
budget, the spending plan included some upgrades for the council room.

Village Manager Deboria Powell recommended an audio system be-
cause of complaints that meeting attendees could not hear proceedings.
“The 2018 capital budget will include audio upgrades for the council
meeting room,” she said.
The council’s monthly meetings are normally well attended by village

residents, and at times several people have to stand in the lobby because
the council room is full.

Shingles shots are available
BAD AXE — Shingles is a burning itching rash that can develop in
older people who previously had chickenpox.
The Huron County Health Department is offering Zostavax, which is

a shingles vaccine, to county residents who are 60 years of age or older
with a previous history of shingles.  More information is available by
calling the health department at (989) 269-9723.

Committee meetings slated
CASS CITY — The Cass City Village Council recently started imple-
menting committee meetings, but on a varied schedule.

Starting in 2018, “committee of the whole” meetings will be on the
second Wednesday of the month.
The only change will be one session slated for Tuesday, Feb. 13, due to
Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day.
Also, a spring clean-up event announced by Emterra for the village is

tentatively scheduled for May 3.



I’m happy to report that several Haire family
and friends were part of the record crowd that at-
tended Saturday’s Hitachi College Basketball
Showcase at the Little Caesars Arena featuring
the University of Michigan, Michigan State Uni-
versity, Oakland University and the Detroit
Mercy.
The matchup between Detroit Mercy and Michi-

gan marked the first college basketball game at
the area now called The District Detroit. When
completed, The District Detroit will be 50 blocks
of thriving businesses, parks, restaurants, bars
and event destinations. 

My visit to The District Detroit left good im-
pressions. First off there was plenty of parking
and it was needed as neighboring Ford Field
hosted a Lion’s game on the same day. 

Next, we had lunch at Sports & Social Detroit,
a restaurant that can be entered from Henry Street
or from inside the Little Caesars Arena. The
menu was somewhat limited and that was a good
thing. Everything we had was tasty and the drinks
were reasonably priced.

Finally, the Little Caesars Arena had comfort-
able seats (with drink holders), excellent
acoustics, and the biggest video screen that I’ve
ever come across at a basketball game.

Don’t believe me? Well, you have a chance to
see for yourself.

The 2018 NCAA Men’s Basketball Champi-
onship First and Second Round games are set for
Friday, March 16 and Sunday, March 18, 2018
and tickets can be purchased by calling 800-745-
3000.

**********    

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson announced that
Secretary of State Offices collected more than
10,000 pounds of food and nearly $2,000 during
the 2017 Harvest Gathering food drive.
The Sparta office ranked first in food collection,

bringing in nearly 5,000 pounds of food. The De-
troit Livernois office collected 710 pounds of
food and the Secretary of State building at the
state Secondary Complex brought in about 650
pounds of food and raised $651. Closer to home,
the Midland office collected $184. Many offices
also received health care items for donation. Col-
lected items were distributed to local food banks.
Harvest Gathering collection boxes were placed

in Secretary of State offices and state office
buildings during the fall food drive.  The depart-
ment has been participating in the Harvest Gath-
ering campaign since 1999. The campaign is
coordinated by the Food Bank Council of Michi-
gan, which supplies the state’s regional food
banks through donations of food and money. The
regional food banks serve food pantries, soup
kitchens and shelters in every Michigan county.

The statewide Michigan Harvest Gathering
2017 campaign has so far collected more than
$317,000, and more contributions are coming in.
For more information about Harvest Gathering,
visit the Food Bank Council of Michigan website
at www.fbcmich.org.

**********   

With Christmas falling on Monday this year, this
means the staff of the Chronicle will enjoy an
extra day this weekend to spend with their fami-
lies. 

Accordingly, our office will be closed on De-
cember 25, and that means subscribers will re-
ceive next week’s issue a day later than usual. It
also extends our classified ad deadline to Tues-
day at 5:00 p.m. for our final printing of 2017.
Merry Christmas everyone and warm wishes.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier
I’m being stalked

I’m an adult now, but I still don’t care much for
Santa. I’ve learned to keep my curtains closed so Santa
won’t know if I’m awake or sleeping.
Merry Christmas.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I’m probably the only person in the world who
doesn’t care much for Santa because of a childhood
incident in which he caught me red-handed being bad.

This time of year there seems to be a Santa around
every corner. And if that isn’t enough, he has a stalker
helper. Over the last few years, this creepy little elf
that is supposed to stay on a shelf has come on the
scene and is popping up all over houses and on Face-
book.

Those two specters of Christmas make me feel like
I’m being stalked.
Finally, I found someone who agrees with me on the

creepy factor that the holiday can bring. On TV-5,
there is section where family expert Doctor Thomas
Haller talks about issues. He recently did a section
about the Elf on the Shelf craze.

He brought up the integrity issue of acting good for
personal gain. A person should be good year around,
he said, not just briefly for gifts and to make watching
elves happy.
To make my case, I bring up the lyrics from the song,
“Santa Claus is coming to Town”:

“He sees you when you’re sleeping.
“He knows when you’re awake.
“He knows if you’ve been bad or good…”
If that isn’t stalking behavior, I don’t know what is!
Anyway, my Santa paranoia dates back to when I was

a young, innocent child. I was riding my red tricycle
around the table that had been pulled out away from
the window because we were having company over.
As the table had been moved away from the window,
I was able to ride my tricycle close to the display in
the window of a plastic Santa with a reindeer and a
sled filled with miniature wrapped gifts.
My mom told me not to touch that display, but I was

sure those little gifts in the sled were for me. After all,
I was the only small child in the household.

To this day, I swear the plastic Santa called to me to
open those gifts. I debated who had the most authority
— mom or Saint Nick. I reasoned that Santa was the
higher authority because he was a saint.

I reached out to touch one of the little packages. As
soon as I touched it, Santa was in the window watch-
ing me being bad. I was so scared. I screamed and fell
backwards off my bike crying.
I just knew I would get nothing for Christmas because

Santa saw me being bad. I was inconsolable.
Eventually, Christmas morning arrived, and to my
great relief there were gifts for me. After that, I was
never really sure there would be gifts for me under the
tree.
Eventually, I learned my father and his friend would

take turns dressing up as Santa to leave footprints in
the snow and to peek in on us.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.

The Cass City 
Chronicle

welcomes letters to the
editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for
an adequate reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and
clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Yes, Virginia, there 
is a Santa Claus
Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote a letter to the

editor of New York’s Sun, and the quick response was
printed as an unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. The
work of veteran newsman Francis Pharcellus Church
has since become history’s most reprinted newspaper
editorial, appearing in part or whole in dozens of lan-
guages in books, movies, and other editorials, and on
posters and stamps. We present it again to our readers
for their enjoyment.

Dear editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there
is no Santa Claus. Papa says, ‘If you see it in THE
SUN it’s so.’ Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa
Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-fifth St.

********************

VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do
not believe except [what] they see. They think that noth-
ing can be which is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or
children’s, are little. In this great universe of ours man
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared
with the boundless world about him, as measured by the
intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and
knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as cer-
tainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give to your life its highest
beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if
there were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if
there were no VIRGINIAS. There would be no childlike
faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this
existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in sense
and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills
the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not be-
lieve in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men to
watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch
Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that
neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s
no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive
or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unsee-
able in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes
the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man, nor even the united
strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and view and picture the super-
nal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIR-
GINIA, in all this world there is nothing else real and
abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, ten times
ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make
glad the heart of childhood
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Thomas J. Harper, 48, Cass
City, was sentenced to 30 days in
the county jail, with work release
and worksite privileges, following
his pleas of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
and possession of marijuana or a
synthetic equivalent April 23 in
Caro.
He was also placed on 60 months

probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,408
plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Julia F. Tribble, 23, Reese, was

sentenced to 120 days in jail and
18 months probation following
her plea of guilty to conspiracy to
deliver/manufacture a controlled
substance Aug. 15, 2016, in Caro.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,008 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Christopher R. Peters, 20, Cass
City, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail, with worksite privileges, fol-

lowing his plea of guilty to inter-
fering with electronic communi-
cations Dec. 5, 2016, in Ellington
Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,258 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Angela M. Distelrath, 38, Bay
City, was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,008 plus attor-
neys fees of $500 following her
plea of guilty to possession of
marijuana, second offense, July
16, 2015, in Caro.  *James K.
Lovell, 24, Silverwood, was sen-
tenced to 365 days in jail and 60
months probation following his
pleas of no contest to three counts
of assault with intent to commit
great bodily harm less than mur-
der July 10 in Dayton Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,644 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Daniel A. Nichol, 46, Whitte-
more, was sentenced to 210 days
in jail and 60 months probation
following his pleas of guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle while

under the influence of liquor, third
offense, and possession of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) June 27 in
Reese. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,576 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Monica J. McGuire, 29, Silver-
wood, received a one-year de-
layed sentence following her plea
of no contest to one count of child
abuse, fourth degree, between Jan.
1 and May 1 in Dayton Township.
She was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $685 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Gary E. Kloc Jr., 28, Silver-
wood, received a one-year delay
sentence following his plea of no
contest to one count of child
abuse, fourth degree, between Jan.
1 and May 1 in Dayton Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $685 plus attorneys
fees of $500.
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Continued from page one.

Council approves new spending plan
Continued from page one.
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����		�� Sanilac Co. house fire claims boy, 3
Continued from page one.

child were able to get out of the
house. However, there was a
three-year-old boy who was still
in the house,” Roff said.

According to Sgt. Mike Moore,
deputies arrived to find both the
house and car in the driveway
fully engulfed.

“In speaking with the family, it
was determined that the three-
year-old was the only person still
in the house and it was relayed to
fire personnel upon their arrival as
to where child was last known to
be in house,” Moore reported.
“Upon fire personnel being able

to enter home, they located the
three-year-old boy on the floor in
the southwest bedroom of the
home, deceased.”
The Sanilac County Sheriff’s De-

partment Arson Investigation
Team and Detective Bureau along
with a state fire marshal all re-
sponded to the scene.

“The decedent was removed
from the scene, pending an au-
topsy scheduled for later in the
week,” Moore said. “The 29-year-
old male and one-year-old son
were transported to Flint Hurley
(Hospital) for treatment of their
injuries. The 25-year-old woman

was transported to McKenzie
Hospital by Sanilac EMS for
treatment.”

Investigators have not released
information regarding the sus-
pected cause of the blaze or where
it is believed to have originated.
Roff noted the names of the fam-
ily members are also not being re-
leased due to the ongoing
investigation and pending notifi-
cations.

The Moore Township Fire De-
partment, Carsonville Fire Depart-
ment, Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Victim Services Unit and Sanilac
County Animal Control all as-
sisted deputies at the scene.

“Why are we not getting kids back
in class when they’re probably
ready to come back?”

Legislation enacted during Gov.
Jennifer Granholm’s administra-
tion prohibited a pre-Labor Day
school start in order to boost
tourism in the state. However,
more recently, Michigan Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) offi-
cials have been authorized to issue
waivers to districts that wish to
start in August.
“They’re (MDE) basically giving

it (a wavier) to anyone that wants
it,” Hartel said.

Most, if not all, Huron County
schools have already indicated
they’re planning to start the 2018-
19 school year in August, and
Hartel said he believes most Tus-
cola County schools are headed in
that direction as well.

BOND EXTENSION

Turning to other matters during
the hour-long rescheduled
monthly meeting, Allison Zimba,
the district’s chief financial offi-
cer, briefly presented revenue es-
timates related to a proposed bond
extension school officials are ex-
pected to ask voters to approve
next spring.

The board anticipates voting on
a formal resolution placing the

Officials eye early school start
proposal on the May 2018 ballot
during its January monthly meet-
ing. 

School board members con-
ducted a walk-through of district
buildings this fall, then met to
begin the process of prioritizing
needed repairs and upgrades that
school officials hope to pay for
with the bond extension. 

Hartel and Chief Financial Offi-
cer Allison Zimba last spring ap-
proached the board with a
proposal to fund the work by ex-
tending an existing debt service
tax, eliminating the need to ask for
a millage increase.

The Cass City Public Schools
currently levies a three-mill debt
service tax that was originally ap-
proved by voters to fund construc-
tion of the middle school. Later, in
2008, residents supported an ex-
tension to pay for several capital
improvement projects, technology
upgrades and bus purchases.

That tax is scheduled to expire,
and Hartel suggested that the
board could ask voters for another
extension in May 2018 in order to
raise nearly $8.5 million and pay
off the debt over a period of years.
If approved, the proposal would
not increase the tax residents now
pay.

According to the estimates pro-
vided by Zimba Monday, if voters
approve the extension, school of-
ficials would have $2.4 million to

spend on improvements/repairs in
2018, $2.357 million in 2020, and
another $3.485 in 2022.

The district’s specific needs in-
clude repair/replacement of radi-
ant heat panels along with other
major climate control upgrades at
the high school, where aging fix-
tures have resulted in flooding
damage; replacement of boilers
that have reached their life ex-
pectancies in both buildings; and
the purchase of school buses.

In other business Monday, the
board:
*Learned the percentage of Cass

City students who qualify for free
and reduced-price meals has
dropped to the lowest levels in
about a decade, from a range of 60
to 70 percent overall, to roughly
54 percent (55 percent of elemen-
tary students and 53 percent of
student at the junior-senior high
building).

*Accepted the resignation of
longtime food service employee
Andrea Shagene.

*Approved a routine Schools of
Choice resolution announcing en-
rollment openings for students in
grades K-10.

*Approved requests to allow
Cass City band students to partic-
ipate in the Tri-County Honors
Band Sunday, Feb. 4, and for the
Cass City All-School Play to pres-
ent a Sunday performance March
18.

gested that there could be finan-
cial repercussions from withdraw-
ing from the authority.

According to Powell, Bitzer has
submitted an FOIA request on be-
half of the village for information
pertaining to liability if the village
is no longer part of the authority.

That prompted Main Street resi-
dent Don Ball to question if Cass
City could get any money back if
it were to withdraw after Bitzer’s
research? Powell assured Ball she
would share Bitzer’s findings at a
later date and stated, “We have
some tough decisions ahead in
2018.” 

“Please look at the budget care-
fully. Aren’t we still $2 million in

debt?” Ball asked.
Trustee Tom Herron also echoed

concerned about the new budget,
which is expected to depend on
revenues of $4.310 million.

“I’ve been on this council for a
year now, and we can’t keep
spending money like this,” he
said.
Highlights of the 2018 operating

budget include no increases in res-
idents’ water and sewer rates.
Also, Cass City’s refuse contract
was renewed recently for a five-
year period. A rate of $12.32 per
month is for the term of the con-
tract, which has in place a formula
controlling fuel surcharges.

Turning to other matters during
the 45-minute gathering, a special
meeting of the Cass City Planning

Commission has been scheduled
for Wednesday, Dec. 27, at 7 p.m.
Powell says architects will be at-

tendance to review the site plan
for Frankenmuth Credit Union
renovations within the proposed
local Ben’s grocery story in the
former Erla’s Food Center build-
ing. The public is invited to attend
the meeting at the municipal
building, 6506 Main St.

POLICE VEHICLE
The Council also accepted the

bid of $30,905 from Signature
Ford for a 2018 Ford Police Inter-
ceptor Utility AWD vehicle.

The lease-purchase plan is for
three years, and at the end of the
plan, the village will take owner-
ship of the vehicle for one dollar.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

A few Christmas
wishes on my list

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Lions Club President Dennis
Meck reports that Kristina Russell
is the winner of the local civic
club’s 50-50 drawing held earlier
this month in conjunction with the
Christmas in the Village celebra-
tion. She pocketed $477, accord-
ing to Meck.

Dear Santa, My name is Saylar
and my birthday is Jan. 13. I live
in Cass City in the red and white
house. I wish I could ride your
sleigh sometime and maybe I
could sometime. Christmas is my
favorite holiday, because you are
watching me and because it’s
Jesus’ birthday, too. For Christmas
I want an Ipod Touch so I can text
you and say “hi, how are you
doing?” I want a charger with my
Ipod Touch. I wish for everybody
to get better like my friends and
cousins. I wish for my baby teeth
to be gone and for my cousin,
Maize, to walk and say people’s
names like mine. P.S. Give
Rudolph some lipstick for a red
nose and I will leave cookies for
you. I have been a good girl. Say-
lar Cuthrell Cass City.

Dear Santa, I think I am on the
good list, and want a Monster
truck that flips and lands on its
wheels and I want a snow maker
and a guitar that doesn’t take bat-
teries. Sawyer P.S. I love you. I’ll
leave cookies and a healthy snack
for you and two juice boxes to
wash it down.
Dear Santa, I have been trying to

be good. I am working on it. I’d
like the Christmas Barbie that is
just to look at. Also, I would like
a big castle with lots of Barbies. I
would like Barbie movies. If pos-
sible I would like a trip to Disney
World to meet the princesses and
a new car for my mom to drive
there. We will leave milk and
cookies for you. Love, Addison
Frederick, four, Cass City

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Navy Reserve Commander
Daniel R. Pionk, a 1979 graduate
of Ubly Community Schools, was
recently awarded the Defense
Meritorious Service Medal while
serving as deputy deployment dis-
tributions operations center chief,
Operations Directorate, U.S.
Transportation Command, Scott
Air Force Base, Ill. Pionk coordi-
nated the movement of deploying
and redeploying forces and equip-
ment supporting the global war on
terrorism. He managed and
tracked visibility of strategic air,
sea and land assets that included
more than 1.3 million passengers,
more than 2 million tons of cargo,
1.9 billion pounds of fuel by air,
and 2.1 million gallons of fuel by
sea. In addition, Pionk oversaw a
50-member deployment team and
provided management of service
components and national partners
assigned to Pacific Deployment
and Distributions Operations Cen-
ter, Korea. Pionk joined the Navy
Reserve in August 1987.

Mallory Powell of Cass City, a
current second trimester student in
the Doctor of Chiropractic Pro-
gram at Palmer College of Chiro-
practic, Davenport, Iowa, has
been named to the dean’s list for
the first trimester. To be eligible
for the dean’s list, a student must
achieve a minimum grade point
average (GPA) of 3.50 in all stud-
ies for the respective term.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

The 1992 Owen-Gage Snowball
king and queen will be selected
from among this group of seniors
during the CPS game Dec. 18.
Vying for the title are: Lori Ondra-
jka, Alissa Draschil, Loretta Rol-
ston, Tanya  Muntz, Shane
Martindale, Jill Susalla, Matt
Mandich, Carli Salcido, Bryan
Metzger, Matt Roemer, Jason Karr
and Joe Garza.

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Meredith of
Snover and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Fisher of Cass City announce the
engagement of their children,
Tracy Lynn and David Myron.
Tracy will be attending St. Clair
County Community College in
January. David is presently em-
ployed by the Huron and Eastern
Railway. An Aug. 7 wedding is
being planned.

Private Charles L. Maynard has
completed the jungle operations

It’s been a considerable length of time since I visited Santa to share
my Christmas list, but that doesn’t mean I don’t take a few mental
notes of things I’d like to find wrapped up nice and neat and placed
under my tree.

Unfortunately, most of the items I’m thinking of these days can’t
be wrapped up and decorated with colorful paper and a bow, largely
because they involve personal effort.
Still, it would be nice to at least consider how a few simple changes

(and who doesn’t like change?) might improve our outlook on life,
not to mention how we see our family, friends, neighbors – even the
strangers we’ve never met yet.

Okay, so I realize “peace on earth” is a pretty unrealistic goal in
these times – heck, I can’t even imagine peace in this country any-
time soon — but I wonder how many of our readers have any of the
following on their Christmas lists this year, too:

*I wish we would all spend far less time on cell phones, iPads,
tablets, etc., and more time talking to each other, face to face.  Face-
book and other social networking websites have many wonderful
uses, but a serious debate or discussion isn’t one of them, in my
opinion.
*I wish more folks would focus more on how grateful they should

be for all they have, rather than wasting time concentrating on and
pursuing what they don’t have but think they really need to make
them happy.
*I wish it were easy to prioritize our lives in such a way that spend-

ing more time keeping in touch with family members and friends
always trumps stressing about work and other issues that really
aren’t going to amount to a hill of beans in the end.
*I wish everyone would take another look at the wrongs committed

by others against them.  I’m talking about the wrongs that remain
unforgiven, keeping those who were once close far apart now.  Time
is precious, folks, and if you’re really honest with yourself, you’ll
agree there’s no way to justify wasting even one second.

*I wish more Americans would set at least as much time aside
thinking about and praying for the men and women defending this
nation in the armed services as they do bickering and debating pol-
itics and every little thing that comes out of the mouth of candidates
who wouldn’t recognize true representation of “the people” if it
slapped them in the face.

*I wish we would all pray more.  About everything.  Period.
*I wish we would take the time to learn about the people we meet

in life, long before making all sorts of judgments about them.  I won-
der how many times I’ve done that and missed out on getting to
know a really wonderful person.

*I wish we lived in a society where we could feel comfortable
sticking to our own beliefs and personal opinions, but at the same
time listen to those with differing views without resorting to name-
calling and labeling those who disagree with us as haters.  Unfortu-
nately, more and more folks these days are determined to give
various sins new names and then try to convince everyone else that
it’s okay to indulge, provided enough people openly and vocally
support it.
*I wish we could all put more effort into walking away from petty

arguments that keep us from focusing on what makes living in the
Thumb great: a sense of community that is all about caring, com-
passion and working together for the good of everyone.
Finally, I wish all of our readers a really wonderful Christmas sea-

son.  Enjoy every moment with your loved ones and the spirit of
giving this time of year brings.

Wayne J. Zielke of Muskegon. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. G. E.
Zielke of Battle Creek. The bride-
elect is a teacher in the Springfield
school system at Battle Creek. Mr.
Zielke, a graduate of Western
Michigan University, is a speech
pathologist at Muskegon County
Intermediate offices. Following a
June 15 wedding, the couple will
make their home in North
Muskegon.
Mrs. Marilou Drews of Cass City

has been selected to appear in the
1967 edition of Outstanding
Young Women of America. Per-
sons honored are selected because
of their outstanding contribution
and accomplishments in civic en-
deavors, religious, professional
and political activities, according
to Mrs. Patricia Bogle, editor. The
women are chosen from a list sub-
mitted by local women’s clubs.
Mrs. Drews has been active in the
American Association of Univer-
sity Women. She is the Cass City
Chapter implementation chairman
and serves as the organization’s
state editor and publicity chair-
man.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

Albert Gallagher has received the
announcement of the marriage of
his brother, Robert Frederick Gal-
lagher, and Mrs. Edith Hamilton.
The ceremony was performed by
the Rev. Dr. A. M. Sanford at Van-
couver, B. C., on Saturday, Dec. 5.
They will reside in Vancouver.

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Gruber and
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Freeman
spent Friday in Port Huron. Pfc.
Mark Gruber, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob Gruber, who had spent the
week in Cass City, accompanied
them to Port Huron and was the
guest of his sister there. He left
Port Huron Saturday to return to
Culver City, Calif., where he is a
member of the U.S. Army Air
Force. Another son of Mr. and
Mrs. Gruber, Private Joseph Gru-
ber, of Fort Custer, also spent a
few days last week with his par-
ents. A third son, Raymond, is
with the U.S. Army.

Victor Barnes and Andrew
Barnes, Jr., sons of Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew Barnes, Sr., have enlisted
in Army ordnance and both have
passed examinations and expect to
be called in the near future. Mrs.
Victor Barnes, who is a registered
nurse, is also planning to offer her
services to Uncle Sam soon.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)
Mrs. Gee. Roberts and grand-

daughter, Fern Roberts, Mrs. Rod-
erick Kennedy and son, Roderick,
Mrs. Lou O’Rourke and Mrs.
Wm. Gage, all of Deford, were
callers in town Saturday.
Storms are no obstacle to Wilber

Beach, circuit court reporter.
Judge Beach remained here over
Sunday. Monday morning his stal-
wart son reached Cass City by
Grand Trunk from Bad Axe, only
to find the train for Wilmot was
stalled in a snowdrift near Ca-
seville. So he started out on foot
to cover the 16 miles to Caro, ar-
riving shortly after 12 o’clock and
bringing with him a good appetite
for dinner. He “got a lift” part
way, but walked 11 miles through
unpacked snow, and it was no
tropical breeze that he faced ei-
ther. The distance in itself was no
great obstacle, as he had walked
25 or 30 miles in a day while hunt-
ing birds.

Dear Santa Claus, I wish you
would bring me a pair of skates
and a snare drum, a jackknife, a
banjo, a shot gun and a box of
shells. and an air rifle. A hunting
dog, a ferret, a hunting license and
25 traps and a good ball and a bat
will be all for this Christmas. I get
my mail at Deford. I live a mile
and a quarter east and two miles
South R 1 from Leslie Alward.
Deford Mich.

Dear Santa Claus, I am going to
write a letter to you I want a book
and a doll. Will you be around so
you can bring them to me? I will
hang my stocking up on a chair.
We’ll have a light. Will you bring
a ball to my little brother. We are
going to have a Christmas pro-
gram and I am to be a fairy. We
live a half-mile from are school
we live two and a half miles from
Deford. I want a ring, too. I forgot
to put it with the other things,
from Marion Retherford.

course at the Jungle Operations
Training Center at Fort Sherman,
Panama. Students were taught
tracking, navigation, and tech-
niques in an actual jungle environ-
ment. Soldiers completing the
course will serve as part of the
Panama Security Enhancement
mission, which deals with the se-
curity of American interests in
Panama. The private is a 1990
graduate of Kingston High
School.
Lucinda Kay Moody, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. David Moody of
Cass City, participated in the an-
nual Nurses’ Capping Ceremony
held at Pensacola Christian Col-
lege, Pensacola, Fla., Nov. 28.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Kendall Jacobs and Elaine
Jezewski will be singing Christ-
mas music, though not together, at
Salem United Methodist Church
Sunday as part of the Christmas
tour of churches. Bob Parrott will
also sing and Carol Parrott, Betty
Kirn and Don Greenleaf will play
piano.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Newbill of
Flint announce the engagement of
their daughter, Lynn Frances, to
Michael John Lorencz, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Lorencz of Owen-
dale. A wedding is being planned
in Flint March 26.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Messer of
Gagetown announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Rochelle,
to Louis Sabo 111, son of Mrs.
Mildred Sabo of Deford and the
late Louis Sabo Jr. Rochelle is a
recent graduate of the Saginaw
Business Institute and is em-
ployed at Caro Senior Commons.
Louis is a farmer in the Kingston
area. A June 1983 wedding is
planned.

Jeffrey Van Allen was the only
student named to the Deford Ele-
mentary School honor roll for the
second marking period. He is a
fifth grader.

Dear Santa, My name is Brad
Deering. I am two years old.
Mommy and Daddy told me I’ve
been a very good boy all year
long. For Christmas, I would like
some Hot Wheels, and a big new
toy box. Also, please don’t forget
my cousin, Derek Hill. He’s been
a real good boy, too.

Dear Santa, I am seven months
old and have been a good girl
sometimes, so please bring me
lots of toys. And bring mommy
and daddy something nice, too.
Also take Uncle Ken a present in
Germany. I’ll leave you some
cookies. Sheila Guilds     

40 YEARS AGO (1977) 
Miles and Jeffrey Profit and

friend, Bonnie Fromenthal, flew
in from Louisiana Monday to
spend a few days at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Profit. Ms.
Fromenthal had never seen snow
before.

Ferris State College cheerleader
Kim Hendrian was among the
cheerleaders, football players, and
cross country runners honored at
the Dec. 7 fall sports banquet at
the Big Rapids school. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Don
Hendrian of Cass City.

Lori Hampshire has completed
her technical training as a person-
nel specialist at Keesler Air Force
Base, Miss. Now home on leave,
she will be reporting to Norton Air
Force Base in southern California
Dec. 23. A January, 1977, gradu-
ate of Cass City High School, she
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Hampshire of Third
Street.

Navy Seaman Recruit Ronald J.
Curtis Jr., whose guardians are
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin C. Caverly of
Deford, has completed recruit
training at the Naval Training
Center, Great Lakes, 111. During
the eight-week training cycle, he
studied general military subjects
designed to prepare him for fur-
ther academic and on-the job
training in one of the Navy’s 85
basic occupational fields. In-
cluded in his studies were sea-
manship, close-order drill, Naval
history and first aid. He joined the
Navy in July.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Martus
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Mary Jean Martus, to
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(989) 912-2440
Nicholas P. Bliss

Financial Advisor
6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
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Theda Seeger

Theda Fay Seeger, 99, of Cass City, died Monday, December 11, 2017 in Tuscola County Medical Care
Community, Baldwin House in Caro.  She was born April 22, 1918 in Cass City the youngest of three children
of Simeon and Bertha (LePla) Bardwell.  She married Donald Clark Seeger May 28, 1941 in Cass City.  He
died October 8, 1970.   

Theda worked for Walbro as a Supervisor retiring after 27 years.  Theda loved to
travel.  She visited all 50 states, all provinces in Canada except the most North
provinces, Australia, Germany, British Isles, France, Switzerland, Belgium and
many other places.  She was a former member of Elder Hostel, Fraser Pres-
byterian Church, Order of the Eastern Star serving twice as Matron, Cass
City Business and Professional Women, Hills and Dales Hospital Auxiliary
working many years at the blood bank.  Theda enjoyed working with her
flowers and for many years, quilted at Fraser Presbyterian Church.

Theda is survived by her niece, Doris Peck of Mt. Morris; nephews:
Jerry (Lynn) Puroll of Lapeer; Jim Sweet of Lapeer, Fred Brown of Co-
rona, CA; cousin, Sharon (Ed) Fox of Cass City; special friends, Judy
and Jim Brown of Cass City; many great, great great and great-great-great
nieces and nephews; many dear friends.  She is preceded in death by her
brother, Lyle Bardwell and sister, Vera Copland; nephew, Robert Copland;
nieces: Susan Copland, Sandra Puroll, and Glenna Brown.    
Funeral service were held Friday, December 15, 2017 in Fraser Presbyterian

Church with Rev. Linda Graham officiating.  Interment will be in Elkland Town-
ship Cemetery.  Memorials may be made to Fraser Presbyterian Church, Rawson
Memorial Library, or Tuscola County Medical Care Community.  Pallbearers for Mrs. Seeger:  Mark Battel,
Jim Brown, Steve Shamka, Gary Jones, James K. Sweet, Ed Fox and Jerry Puroll.  Family and friends may
share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

John Spencer

John Gilmore Spencer of Montrose, age 86, died Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at his residence. 
John was born April 26, 1931, in Montrose, Michigan to the late Louis N. and Mary Anna (Shannon) Spencer.
He married Phyllis Kitchin on August 10, 1957 at Mizpah United Missionary
Church in Cass, City. John is a U.S. Army Veteran. He retired from Buick in
1988 with 38 years seniority. John was a member of the UAW Local #599
and Flint First Wesleyan Church in Flint. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, and
gardening.  
Surviving are: Wife, Phyllis Spencer of Montrose; Children: David (Gail)

Spencer of New Johnsonville, Tennessee, Joyce (Robert) Stratton of Mid-
land, Carol (David) Richardson of Davison, Daniel (Marilyn) Spencer of
Camden, Tennessee. 14 grandchildren; 10 great grandchildren; Siblings:
Betty Lou Goslow, and Charles Warren Spencer; Sister in law, Betty Jean
Spencer; Many other loving family members and friends. John was also
preceded in death by his grandson, Russell Spencer; Siblings: James
Spencer and Georgetta Stansfield; Brothers in law: Roy Kitchin and Robert
Stansfield; Sister in law, Ruth Ursery. 

Funeral services will be held Saturday, December 16, 2017 at Flint First
Wesleyan Church, 3825 Davison Rd., in Flint. Pastor Scott Grigonis officiat-
ing. Burial in Montrose Township Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made
to Flint First Wesleyan Food Bank.
Please sign our guestbook or share an online condolence with the family at www.oguinnfh.com
Arrangements were made by O’Guinn Family Funeral Homes of Montrose.

Robert “Bob” Wagner, Jr.

Robert “Bob” Jack Wagner, Jr. of Cass City, Michigan died peacefully at the
age of 76 Tuesday, December 12, 2017 in Northwood Meadows.  
Bob is the beloved husband of 48 years to Phyllis Ann (Wilcox) Wagner.  
Bob was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Juanita Wagner;

brother, Tom Wagner and brother-in-law, Michael Long.     Bob is survived
by his wife, Phyllis; sister, Carol (Robert) Thoma brother-in-law, David
(Joyce) Wilcox; sister-in-laws:  Audrey Long and Sarah (Steven) Berry;
nine loving nieces and nephews; nine great nieces and nephews.  

Bob was employed as a maintenance foreman for the Walled Lake
Schools and retired in 1995.  Bob was a very caring, compassionate man
and always had a bright positive outlook.  
A memorial service for Bob will be held at a later date.  Memorials may

be made to Northwood Meadows.  Family and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Germaine Thompson

Germaine “Gerry” McGladdery Thompson passed away peacefully in the home of her son, Guy and daugh-
ter-in-law, Dawn McGladdery Thursday, December 7, 2017, in Big Bay.  She was born April 15, 1927 as a
French citizen in Oran, Algeria, North Africa to Francois and Francisca (nee Sanchez) Manzanera and had
a remarkable life.  Trained as a teen to be a tailor, she was hired by the US Army after World War II as a tele-
phone operator.  Germaine and other Algerian girls were flown from Oran to Marseilles, France for training,
then on to Paris to work at US Army headquarters.  She met Carl McGladdery while he was serving there.
They were married in Wiesbaden, Germany September 26, 1946.

Germaine crossed the Atlantic by military ship transport with the other US War Brides arriving in New
York on December 6, 1946.  She became a US citizen in 1962.  They had two children, Michelle and Guy.
Carl and Germaine made their home in the Detroit area for many years.  She worked for J.L. Hudson’s De-
partment Store as a tailor and was proud to participate in one of Hudson’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day parades.
After marriage to her second husband, William Thompson, in May 1958, they

had one son, Craig.  Bill and Germaine lived and farmed for many years in
the Minden City area.  Bill died in December 1998.  Gerry worked for many
years at Deckerville Die Form, retiring in 1991.  She loved to play bingo
and go on casino trips with her dear friends.  Gerry loved playing poker
with all four generations of her family.  She enjoyed painting in oil and
watercolor and left many paintings to her children and grandchildren.
Recently she enjoyed listening to the trees sing to her in Big Bay.  Ger-
maine was a long-time member of Minden City United Methodist Church
in Minden City and a member of the Order of Eastern Star.

She is survived by her children, Michelle Zdrojewski-Leeson of Cass
City, Guy and Dawn (Karas) McGladdery of Big Bay; Craig and Donna
(Fuller) Thompson of Columbus, OH; sister-in-law, Jeannette Manzanera
of Pau, France and many nieces and nephews there; brother-in-law, Darwin
McGladdery; sisters-in-law:  Betty Tulley and Vivian Finch.  Meme’s grand-
children:  John and Deidra Zdrojewski of Cass City, Dana and Marty Cooley of
Roseville, Douglas and Shannon Zdrojewski of Muskegon, Kara and Steven Hildinger
of Hancock, Benjamin Thompson of Columbus, OH, Emily Thompson (fiancé, Jeff Gibbons) of TN, Joe
and Jill Leeson of Cass City; and extended family, William A., II and Marsha Karas of Flushing.  Meme’s
great grandchildren:  Brandon, Lauren, Erin, Samantha, Beth, Dylan, Rachel, Jocelyn, Alexandra, Ethan,
Marcus, Stephanie and Fredrick.  She is also survived by many beloved nieces and nephews.  
She is preceded in death by her parents; brothers:  Francois, Andre and Fernand all of France; both husbands;

sons-in-law:  Kenneth Zdrojewski and Fredrick Leeson, Sr. and many brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law.
The family thanks Canale Funeral Home in Marquette and Kranz Funeral Home in Cass City for their as-

sistance.  A memorial service will be held in Kranz Funeral Home Cass City at a later date.  Interment is in
Elkland Township Cemetery.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

 

 

 

 

 
Cass City Planning Commission 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

The following Special Meeting  

of the Cass City Planning Commission 

has been scheduled for 

 

Wednesday, December 27, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.  

at the Municipal Building,  

6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan,  

To review the site plan for  

Frankenmuth Credit Union Renovations   

 

         The Public is invited to attend. 

 
             Nanette S. Walsh 

             Clerk/Treasurer 
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“THIS YEAR WE have over 170,000 lights, up 20,000 from last year,” Jaime Nicol

said of the 2017 Nicol’s Christmas Light Extravaganza. “We have added a RGB ball

on top of the 50-foot tree, a moving train, Santa in an airplane on the roof, Santa in

a Model T, and Peace on Earth with Doves.

Nicol extravaganza
still a favorite stop
for holiday travelers

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

When it comes to exterior lighting displays during the Christmas sea-
son, few folks can even hope to come close to the Nicol family, whose
high-tech LED computer-controlled display continues to draw hundreds
of people from the Thumb and beyond to their Germania Road home,
smack dab in the middle of farm country in northern Sanilac County.
The display, open through Dec. 31 from 5:15 to 10:30 p.m. each day,

is located at the Joel and Jaime Nicol residence, 6250 Germania Road.
From Cass City, take M-81 east eight miles (four miles past M-53), then
turn right (south) onto Germania Road.

More information can be found on the couple’s Facebook page at
Nicol’s Christmas Light Extravaganza.
Both the young and young at heart are treated to an electric amusement

park of sorts featuring more than a dozen large structures, some of them
animated. The Christmas-themed spectacle includes a synchronized
music program available by tuning in to 92.9 FM.
As has been true in past years, the Nicol family isn’t content to rest on

its holiday lighting laurels, instead revising and adding to the 2017 dis-
play.
“This year we have 170,000 lights,” said Jaime Nicol,” whose enthu-

siasm for the family tradition frequently has her spending a portion of
her evenings outdoors at night, visiting with guests and passing out
candy canes.

“We (also) have a new RGB (red, green, blue) ball on top of the 50-
foot tree which displays images and words,” she added.
RGB Lighting is considered state-of-the-art in holiday lighting indus-

try. The product allows lighting “artists” to create any color, change
color, and add motion/effects, all with one set of LEDs. Each colored
bulb (node/pixel) has 3 channels in it — one red, one green and one
blue – and each color (channel) features 256 levels of intensity, making
it possible to create any color in the rainbow by blending the colors at
different levels of intensities.
Jaime noted this year’s display includes a new train and offers visitors

some new songs on the synchronized music playlist.
The combination of sights and sounds remains as popular as ever,

drawing more visitors from outlying communities. 
“I’m seeing a lot more people traveling from farther distances – Birch

Run, Clio, Saginaw, Frankenmuth,” Jaime said.
It’s a family tradition that dates back more than three decades, one that

Joel and Jaime Nicol took over from Joel’s parents, John and Gayle
Nicol, back in 2008.
These days, the entire system is controlled by computer, according to

Joel, who says a network of communication cables connect the various
light displays to a computer inside the home, where he spends consid-
erable time programming the show.  “All the computer work has to be
done prior to (setting up the displays),” he said.  “The amount of work
that goes into the computer work is about as much work as putting up
the lights out there.”

Jaime, a Caro area native, says the family, including John and Gayle,
spend about six weeks erecting the display.
But it’s a labor of love, a passion Joel inherited from his parents, who

spent decades creating and putting together the original display. “It was
just something we did.  We spent our Thanksgiving weekends putting
lights up,” he added.
John and Gayle, who live just a mile away on Robinson Road, decided

to end the tradition about nine years ago, after Joel and his siblings had
all gone off to college.
Jaime said moving the display to their home on Germania Road wasn’t

as much a deliberate decision as a gradual process that took place over
time, piece by piece as she and Joel watched their own Christmas light
extravaganza unfold throughout their property.
They’ve had plenty of help along the way.
“We would like to thank John and Gayle for their continuous love,

support and donations, helping to make our visions come to life,” said
Jaime, who indicated the family is dedicated to hanging on to tradition
while at the same time adding something new here and there.

“Even though we have incorporated some advanced technology, we
take pride in keeping the true, traditional feel of Christmas lights,” she
said.

Ubly exploring preschool
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Ubly School District officials
may have found a way to offer a

preschool program.
During a recent regular meeting

the Ubly Board of Education went
into closed session to discuss the
proposed lease/purchase of prop-
erty. After returning to open ses-
sion, the board of education
approved giving school Supt. Joe
Candela the authority to look at
purchasing the Re-Store Shabby
Chic store at 4454 N. Washington
St. to see if the structure could be
used to host a preschool program.

District officials had hoped to be
able to do that with funds from a
bond proposal, but voters rejected
the ballot issue during the August
election.

Had the ballot issue passed,
school officials planned to build
12 new elementary classrooms —
so the 1936 section of the school
could be closed off — with plans
to use one of the new classrooms
for pre-kindergarten classes.

In other business, the board ac-
cepted the resignation of Vice-
President Gregg Kranz, and went
into closed session to discuss the
superintendent’s annual evalua-
tion.

Under Michigan Department of
Education regulations, all boards
of education, including intermedi-
ate school district’s boards, must
conduct a performance evaluation
of administrators. The process
takes a number of factors into con-
sideration.

No action was taken when the
board returned to regular session.
The next regular meeting will be
held Monday, Jan. 8, at 7 p.m.

Local robotics teams turning heads
Cass City students involved in

the district’s robotics programs re-
cently flexed some technical mus-
cle during their inaugural
RoboHawks VEX Tournament.

“The weekend of Dec 1st and
2nd, all our teams performed very
well,” Lyle Severance, technical
director for the Cass City Schools,
said following the competition.

“In the IQ elementary competi-
tion on Friday, all four of teams
made it to the finals, and two
(teams), the Havoc Hawks and the
Killer Hawks, won the tournament
and are going to the state compe-
tition this March in Charlotte,”
Severance added.

“In the VRC middle and high
school competition on Saturday,

all four of our teams made it to at
least the quarterfinals.  Both the
RoboHawks Black and White
teams made it to the finals, with
the black team winning the tour-
nament,” he continued.

“The black team also won the
robot skills competition and re-
ceived the excellence award, and
the white team won the design
award. As a result, the black team
will go to the regional level this
February in Monroe,” Severance
said.
The local robotics teams have en-

joyed the support of a host of area
sponsors, including All Season
Rental, Cass City Athletic Boost-
ers, Copeland Insurance, the Cass
City Gavel Club, Independent
Bank, the Keyser Family, the
Mack Family, Millennium Steer-
ing, the Pinney Foundation,
Thumb National Bank, Thumb
Office Supply and Walther Farms.

Cass City students competing
this year are:

*Havoc Hawks — Lance Britt,
Ethan Westendorf, Ethan Hall and
Isaak Keyser.

*Killer Hawks — Braden Mur-
doch, Justin MacAlpine, Drake
Smith and Abe Mack.

*Robo Wild Wings — Cameron
Owen, Sage Sanders, Trysten
Gruber, Ethan Schrader and
Braden Bailey.

*Flying Dead — Wyatt Sutton,
Sean Dyer, Tristin Smith and Josh
Bergman.

*RoboHawks Black — Kevin
Estrella, Darren Hutchinson, Imo-
gen Sanders and Logan Sever-
ance.

*RoboHawks White — Kalean
Boynton, Mariah Mellendorf and
Joe Skiles.

*RoboHawks Maroon — Tyler
Czekai, Nick McArdle and An-
thony Pawloski.

*RoboHawks Junior High —
Thomas Muter, Gabe
Schwendinger, Vaughn Severance
and Hunter Turnbull.

MEMBERS OF THE Cass City Junior-Senior High

School robotics teams, coached by (back row, from

left) Reed Keyser, Lyle Severance and T.C. Gruber,

include Anthony Pawloski, Tyler Czekai, Gabe

Schwendinger, Mariah Mellendorf, Darren

Hutchinson, Nick McArdle, Vaughn Severance,

Kalean Boynton, Kevin Estrella, Imogen Sanders

and Logan Severance. Missing are Joe Skiles,

Hunter Turnbull and Thomas Muter.


