
by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

An evaluation at the Center for Forensic Psychiatry in Ypsilanti is un-
derway for a 59-year old Caro man accused of striking his wife in the
head with an ax last spring, leaving her critically injured.

William Russell Williams is charged with six felony counts in con-
nection with the May ax attack on his wife at their home at 1850 Mertz
Rd. (M-24) Rd. in Tuscola County’s Indianfields Township. 
“He (Williams) is undergoing a criminal

responsibility evaluation at this time,”
said Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark
Reene. “It is done to determine if a per-
son was responsible for their actions at
the time of commission of a crime.

“It is different than a competency hear-
ing that is done to see if a person is com-
petent to understand what is happening
(in court) and able to assist with court
proceedings against them,” Reene noted.
Williams is charged with assault with in-

tent to murder, a felony punishable by up to life in prison or any number
of years.

“He is also charged with four counts of false report of a felony, and
lying to a police officer during a violent crime investigation,” said
Reene.
Each of those five counts carries a four-year prison term if found guilty.
“His trial is expected to begin at the end of November or the beginning

of December,” said Reene, who alleges Williams struck his 57-year old
wife in the head with an ax maul at about 3 a.m. May 26, and then went
to work.

A splitting-ax maul is heavier than an ax. The assault resulted in the
woman suffering a serious head wound.
When Williams returned home about 15 hours later at 5 p.m., he dam-

aged the home to make it look like an intruder had been there, according
to Reene. Williams then called 911 to report the crime.

Michigan State Police Troopers from the Caro post responded.
Williams initially told investigators his home had been invaded and his
wife assaulted.
As the investigation progressed, the victim’s husband became the sus-

pect and was arrested May 27.
A motive in the incident remains unclear.
According to Reene, Williams uttered some “difficult to decipher com-

ments” that seemed to indicate general “marital discord.”
During his arraignment before Tuscola County Magistrate Joe Van

Auken, Williams was asked if he had appeared in court proceedings be-
fore. “He answered no,” said Reene. “The other question asked was if
he had been treated for mental health issues. He said, ‘not yet.’”

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2017

VOLUME 111, NUMBER 32                                                                         75 CENTS ~ 16 PAGES

Complete coverage of the Cass City community and surrounding areas since 1899

THUMB DRIVERS are reminded to keep a sharp eye out for deer on

area roadways this time of year.  The arrival of fall traditionally means

an increase in the number of vehicle-deer collisions in Michigan. (Photo

courtesy of the Michigan DNR)
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Heart safe
Cass City Schools lone
Thumb district honored
with state’s designation

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

No one wants to think about the possibility of school officials facing
a cardiac emergency in the classroom or cafeteria, but should it happen,
Cass City School officials are prepared for the worst.
In fact, the local district is among 125 in Michigan recognized Thurs-

day in Lansing with the MI HEARTSafe School designation, presented
by a partnership that includes the Michigan departments of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) and Education (MDE); American Heart As-
sociation (AHA); Michigan High School Athletic Association
(MHSAA); and Michigan Alliance for Prevention of Sudden Cardiac
Death of the Young (MAP-SCDY).
The Cass City Public Schools – both the elementary and junior-senior

high buildings – was among the first districts to earn the designation
when the MI HEARTSafe project was established four years ago, and
is still the only Thumb area school district certified by the program.

“Sudden cardiac death of a young person is tragic and some of these
events can be prevented with fast, appropriate medical response within
three to five minutes,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical executive of
MDHHS. “It is always wonderful to see communities come together to
help prepare schools to respond to these medical emergencies.”
In order for a school to receive a MI HEARTSafe School designation,

it must perform at least one cardiac emergency response drill per year.
This school year, MAP-SCDY has identified the weeks of Nov. 6-10,
2017, and Feb. 5-9, 2018, as CPR/AED (automated external defibrilla-
tor) drill weeks to remind schools about the importance of practicing
for this type of emergency.

Other requirements for the MI HEARTSafe award include having a
written medical emergency response plan and team; current CPR/AED
certification of at least 10 percent of staff and 50 percent of coaches

A CASS CITY teen was transported to Huron Medical

Center after the tractor he was operating was struck by

a car in Sanilac County’s Greenleaf Township Saturday

morning.

Local teen injured in collision
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sheriff’s deputies say a Cass City teen suffered injuries when the trac-
tor he was driving was struck by a car Saturday morning in Sanilac
County’s Greenleaf Township.

Please turn to page 4.

Gary Glenn

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The race is on for the 31st State
Senate seat currently held by Sen-
ator Mike Green (R-Mayville).
During a press conference Friday

in Caro, State Rep. Gary Glenn of
the 98th District officially an-
nounced his candidacy for
Green’s seat when it is available.
Green, who term limits out this
year, is expected to be appointed
as Michigan’s director of the
USDA Rural Development office
in Lansing next month.

When Green is appointed to the
USDA Rural Development office,

it will be up to the governor to
schedule a special election to fill
the rest of Green’s unexpired
term.

“The winner of the election will
serve for the balance of the term
of office in the senate,” said
Green’s aide James McLoskey.
Green, whose district covers Bay,

Lapeer and Tuscola counties, pre-
viously served area residents as a
state representative and, before
that, as a Tuscola County commis-
sioner.

Glenn, meanwhile, was first
elected to the Michigan House of
Representatives in November
2014, serving the 98th District,
which includes the cities of
Auburn, Linwood, Midland and
Pinconning, the village of San-
ford, and thirteen suburban and
rural townships in Bay and Mid-
land counties.

Now in his second term, Glenn
is chair of the House Energy Com-
mittee. He also was named to a
second term on the Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee, and
also serves on the Communica-
tions and Technology, and Insur-
ance committees.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s no coincidence that the ar-
rival of fall also brings an increase
in vehicle-deer collisions.  After
all, Michigan’s deer herd is plen-
tiful, and the last quarter of the
year marks a time when deer are
active and in search of mates as
well as food before winter hits.

But motorists can take some
steps to prevent a car-deer crash
from becoming more than an in-
convenience.

The number of car-deer colli-
sions in Michigan fell slightly in
2016, with 46,870 such accidents
compared to 47,001 in 2015.

Fatal car-deer accidents in 2016
claimed 14 lives, including nine
riding motorcycles. Another 1,240
people were injured last year.

These crashes are costly, adding
up to some $130 million in dam-
age a year in Michigan. The aver-
age car-deer collision causes
about $2,100 in damage, usually
to the front end, often leaving the
vehicle undriveable.

More than half of all car-deer

crashes occur in southern lower
Michigan. In 2016, Oakland
County had the most deer-vehicle
accidents with 1,847. The other
top counties included Kent
(1,481), Lapeer (1,308), Jackson
(1,254), Sanilac (1,119), Ottawa
(1,116), Ingham (1,096), Calhoun
(1,056), Genesee (1,000), Eaton
(998) and Isabella (980).

In the Thumb, Tuscola County
reported 806 car-deer accidents,
while Huron County reported 935.

As many as half of the vehicle-
deer crashes may not be reported,
so actual numbers may be much
higher, according to officials with
the Michigan Deer Crash Coali-
tion, which was formed in 1996 to
increase awareness about the deer
crash problem in Michigan and re-
duce the number of deaths and in-
juries resulting from these
crashes.

While the state’s two million
deer are most active in spring and
fall, vehicle-deer crashes are a
year-round problem.

The three biggest months for
deer collisions are October, No-
vember and December – roughly

43 percent, or 19,950 of Michigan
car-deer accidents occurred during
the last quarter of 2016 — and the
timing all has to do with reproduc-
tion.

In most of North America, deer
rut — compete for mates and
breed — in October and Novem-
ber, with November being the
busiest month in the deer social
calendar followed by October.
During the rut, deer populations
become highly mobile as bucks
compete to build a harem of does.

The heightened activity of the
breeding season is closely fol-
lowed six months later in June and
July, when new fawns are born
and anxious mothers look for as
much fresh food as they can find;
their preference for new grass
often brings them out of the deep
woods to the sides of roads where
spring sunshine creates a con-
stantly replenished source of fresh
grass.
About 80 percent of vehicle-deer

collision crashes occur on two-
lane roads between dusk and
dawn. Last year, the highest num-
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Senior Movies on tap at library
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City will be hosting
its next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, Oct. 20, at 1:30 p.m.
Films slated to be shown are:
*”Yosemite” – Join scientists and

adventurers as they explore the
past, present, and future of the
Sierra Nevadas, a mountain range
which stretches from California
into Nevada through Yosemite.

Glide over the Yosemite Valley,
climb trees as tall as buildings,
and see how critters both great and
small – from bighorn sheep to
American pika – survive through
drought, wildfires, and mountains
of snow in one of America’s great
wildernesses (60 minutes).
*”The Seasoned Traveler: Cruis-

ing Europe” — The Seasoned
Traveler heads to Europe for a

river cruise on the Rhine. The ship
departs from Amsterdam, and then
enters the busy Rhine River in
Germany. There is much to see as
the ship sails along verdant hills,
majestic castles, picturesque
towns and cities, and lush vine-
yards (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.
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The Ubly High School class of 1957 celebrated their 60th class reunion

with a get together at the Franklin Inn in Bad Axe. 12 members plus Mrs.

Donna Sageman, class sponsor, were present. Pictured are, (front, l-r)

Marie Peruski, Donna Sageman, Phyllis Dutkewicz; (middle) Henry

Wolschlager, Kurt Zinger, Maralene Bukowski, Janet Roberts, Agnes Za-

wilinski; (back) Ray Dekoski, Joe Sobczak, Gerald Eckenswiller, Bob

Deachin and Lynn Hurford. 

Carl Nicol, a local graduate of
Cass City High School, graduated
from Adler University, Vancouver
Campus on Sept. 24, 2017 with a
master’s degree in organizational
psychology. 

Adler University’s programs
focus on social responsibility and
issues that are changing the way
work is conducted, organized and
managed. 

Nicol is currently working as an
administrative assistant at Look-
out Housing and Health Society
since August 2016 and is living in
Vancouver, British Columbia. 

C. Nicol 
recently
graduated

Carl Nicol
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Several Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies will be
boasting beards this fall, but the look has nothing to
do with hunting season.

The Tuscola County Department of Health and
Human Services is gearing up to kick off its annual
beard competition in support of Operation Good
Cheer, which benefits youngster in foster care during
the Christmas season.
“This year we have 15 deputies participating. They

pay to participate and the money goes to the chil-
dren,” Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent reported
on his department’s Facebook page.

**********

Joey Kreeger reports the Pinktober Girls’ Night Out
fundraiser, held at Gilligan’s over the weekend,
raised $8,139. In addition, Captured by Christine’s
Cutest Kid Contest raised $344, first place cutest kid
was Liam Deitering.  
All proceeds raised goes to the Love for Lexi – Pay

it Forward foundation, which offers financial assis-
tance to Cass City area families with children who
have been diagnosed with cancer.   

**********

To assist people struggling with addiction and re-
duce drug demand, the Michigan State Police (MPS)
has joined almost 200 police departments nationwide
in the Angel Program, a pre-arrest diversion pro-
gram. The Angel Program allows someone with a
drug addition to walk into a State Police post to seek
help for their addiction, without the fear of arrest or
investigation.
As of Nov. 1, 2017 the MSP is expanding this pro-

gram to the Caro Post and is recruiting volunteers
who wish to provide support to participants, includ-
ing transportation to treatment.
Interested volunteers must complete an application

available from the post. Volunteers must have reli-
able transportation, a valid driver’s license and live
within one hour of the post, among other require-
ments.
Volunteers receive training prior to any assignment,

and will be reimbursed for mileage and meals.
If you are interested in learning more about the pro-

gram or becoming an Angel Volunteer, please contact
the MSP Caro Post at 989-673-2156.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

A vacuum says luxury

But wait, there’s more! 
It comes with free engraving and global shipping!
I just cannot imagine someone who is a billionaire

vacuuming or even trusting such an expensive vac-
uum to a maid to use.
“Is it worth its weight in gold? No, but even the sta-

tus and exclusivity of owning such a vacuum can’t
be measured in dollars and cents,” states the adver-
tisement.
For $1 million, I feel the vacuum should operate on

its own. For that price, the vacuum should also do
windows, do laundry, walk the dog, provide trans-
portation, give a back massage, serve breakfast in
bed, and much, much more.
Back in the day, my mother used to say, “Some peo-

ple have more money than brains.” I never truly ap-
preciated that saying until I heard of the Go-Vacuum
Cleaner.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY
AT 6550 MAIN STREET, CASS
CITY, MICHIGAN, by Clarke Haire,
publisher.

Periodical postage paid at Cass City,
Michigan 48726. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to CASS CITY CHRONICLE, P.O.
BOX 115, CASS CITY, MI 48726.

National Advertising Representative,
Michigan Weekly Newspapers, Inc.,
257 Michigan Avenue, East Lansing,
Michigan.

For information regarding newspaper
advertising and commercial and job
printing, telephone: (989) 872-2010.

6550 Main Street

P.O. Box 115

Cass City, MI 48726

Phone: (989) 872-2010 

Fax: (989) 872-3810

Email: chronicle@ccchronicle.net

News Staff
Clarke Haire

Publisher
clarke@ccchronicle.net

Tom Montgomery
Editor

tom@ccchronicle.net
Krysta Boyce

Sr. Sales Executive
sales@ccchronicle.net

chronicle@ccchronicle.net
Deb Severance

Composition
Mary Drier

Freelance Writer, Columnist
Tina Pallas
Columnist

Our auto insurance

premiums too high
Studies show that Michigan auto insurance premi-

ums are at or near the top of lists of the most expen-
sive in the nation.

The reason? Michigan’s unique no-fault insurance
laws, originally created in 1973. Although these laws
were intended to decrease premiums by reducing
court costs associated with auto accidents, they have
proven to have just the opposite effect.

In the Mackinac Center’s new policy brief, “What’s
Wrong With Michigan’s No-Fault Automobile Insur-
ance,” Matthew Coffey, an attorney and lecturer at
Central Michigan University, explains what went
wrong and how to fix it.

The key theory to the benefits of a no-fault system,
which only 11 other states use, is that it will drive
down the number of lawsuits filed as a result of car
accidents and thereby limit court costs. But in Michi-
gan, the number of lawsuits has actually increased
under our no-fault system.

“Recent decisions by the Michigan Supreme Court
have drastically reduced the difficulty associated with
suing at-fault drivers for negligence, which is con-
trary to one of the primary purposes of Michigan’s
no-fault system — the reduction of personal injury
lawsuits in exchange for very generous benefits,” ex-
plained Coffey.

“Providing stricter standards for these lawsuits
would help fix this problem and do what no-fault was
intended to do in the first place: reduce legal costs as-
sociated with auto accidents,” he said.

Perhaps the biggest driver of high auto insurance
rates is uncapped personal injury protection benefits.
Under Michigan law, people injured in automobile
accidents can receive an unlimited amount of benefits
and every driver must purchase this level of coverage.

“No other state in the country requires drivers to
purchase coverage for unlimited, lifelong benefits if
they are injured in a car accident,” said Coffey. “The
closest would be New York, which only mandates driv-
ers carry $50,000 of personal injury protection. That
would be a much more reasonable standard for
Michigan.”

Creating a fee schedule for medical treatment after
a car accident would also help contain costs.
While medical insurance companies and government

programs like Medicare and Medicaid use such prac-
tices, the same is not true for auto insurance compa-
nies. As a result, it is not unusual for hospitals to
charge these companies five times more than they
would charge Medicare for the same service.
“The current system lacks flexibility, creates oppor-

tunity for fraud, doesn’t achieve its goal of limiting
lawsuits and is outrageously expensive,” Coffey said.
“As a result, more than one in five Michigan drivers

is uninsured. Michigan’s no-fault experiment was
well-intentioned, but it has failed. It’s time to enact
more reasonable standards, which will mean lower
rates for everyone and fewer uninsured drivers.”

(USPS 092-00)

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or
less, $5.00 each insertion;  additional
words 15 cents each.  Three weeks for the
price of 2--cash rate.  Save money by en-
closing cash with mail orders.  Rates for
display want ads on application.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. 
Discounts available for multi-year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising
is Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising
is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for
verification, but won’t be used in the newspaper.
Names will be withheld from publication upon re-
quest, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific na-
ture, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is
a $5 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: en-
gagements, weddings, anniversaries, college grad-
uations, birth announcements and similar items.
There is a $4 fee to include a photo.

When it comes right down to it, I don’t have a do-
mestic bone in my body. I would rather work 12 to
16 hours a day than do housework or cook.
The only reason I have a kitchen is because it came

with the house when I bought it. My idea of the four
basic food groups is: canned, frozen, instant and fast
food.

I feel the same about having to do housework.
When not writing, I spend a lot of time on the Inter-

net doing research and reading things I find interest-
ing. I was surprised to find an appliance that could
qualify to be on the television show “Lifestyles of the
Rich and Famous”, hosted by Robin Leach. The pro-
gram focused on opulent residences and the glam-
orous lifestyles of those with “champagne wishes and
caviar dreams.”

I found an advertisement for a $1,000,000 gold-
plated Go-Vacuum Cleaner. I can see a new reality
show featuring outrageously expensive appliances
coming.

But the Go-Vacuum apparently is real. It is the
brainchild of Justin Haver. 

The advertisement said that each vacuum is fully
customizable with engraving, gold plating and more.
The vacuum cleaner’s options include a hand sewn
outer bag that’s lined by an all metal zipper, encasing
the disposable HEPA bag.

The hand-sewn vacuum bag can be made of any
type of material the buyer specifies. Haver suggests
Vicuna wool, which is the most expensive fabric in
the world at $4,000 a yard.
The advertisement went on to say that the “Go-Vac-

uum is a one-of-a-kind, commercial grade, gold
plated, cleaning machine that will impress with its
power, light weight, and its ability to vanquish pet
hair, grime, dust mites and other debris with ease.” 

The Go-Vacuum is a limited edition with only 100
of them made. Each machine is engraved with a se-
rial number and comes with a certificate of authen-
ticity. It has 100 percent metal construction with a
24k gold-plated highly polished finish, a lifetime
warranty, a high-performing 10-amp motor, 14-inch-
wide cleaning nozzle with wooden roller brush, anti-
marring urethane wheels, and weighs just under 16
pounds.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies are continuing their investigation into a one-

vehicle crash that claimed the life of a 25-year-old Vassar area woman early Thursday

morning in Millington Township. Deputies were on routine patrol when they came

upon a vehicle that was involved in a crash near the intersection of Barnes and Sheri-

dan roads, according to Sheriff Glen Skrent. “The vehicle was still smoking and it

was believed to have recently crashed. They found (the victim) alone in the vehicle.

MMR responded, however the person passed away.”

Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Starr O. Ray, 38, Flint, pleaded
guilty to a charge of malicious de-
struction of utility property Feb.
10 in Almer Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.
*Richard Johnson, 40, Cass City,

was sentence to four to 30 years in
prison following his pleas of no
contest to charges of breaking and
entering a building with intent to
commit larceny, larceny of prop-
erty valued at $1,000 to $20,000,
possession of a firearm by a felon,
and two counts of possession of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony.
The charges stem from the break-

in of a hunting cabin in the Cass
City area July 22-23, 2016, ac-
cording to court records, which
state Johnson was also ordered to
pay court costs and fines totaling
$402.
Johnson was also ordered to pay

an additional $258 in connection
with his conviction on separate
charges of possession of a firearm
by a felon and possession of a
firearm in the commission of a

felony stemming from an incident
July 23 in Indianfields Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions.
*William M. Burnham, 42, Caro,

was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail following his plea of
no contest to a charge of assault
with intent to commit great bodily
harm less than murder May 16 in
Caro.
He was also placed on 60 months

probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $258 plus resti-
tution of $335.02.
*Brent M. Rodriguez, 19, Fosto-

ria, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail and 60 months probation fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to
one count of criminal sexual con-
duct, second degree, involving in-
jury to an incapacitated victim
April 3, 2016, in Watertown
Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $758 plus resti-
tution of $845 and attorneys fees
of $500.
*Karch M. Taylor, 30, Caro, was

sentenced to 365 days in jail fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to
domestic violence, third degree,
June 19-20 in Caro. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, the defen-
dant was placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,008 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Amanda L. Ellison, 39, Akron,
was sentenced to 24 months pro-
bation following her plea of ag-
gravated domestic violence June
25 in Akron.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $935 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Clayton H. Wilber Jr., 54,
Millington, pleaded guilty to
charges of possession of a firearm
in the commission of a felony, de-
livery/manufacture of five to 45
kilograms of marijuana, subse-
quent offense, and two counts of
possession of a firearm by a felon
July 12 in Arbela Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Tammy L. Wilber, 51, Milling-
ton, pleaded guilty to
delivery/manufacture of five to 45
kilograms of marijuana and deliv-
ery manufacture of marijuana July
12 in Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

Crash claims Tuscola County woman

The accident occurred at about
10:40 a.m. on West Bay City-
Forestville Road near Germania
Road, according to Deputy Otto
Kutach of the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Department.
“A Kubota M6040 loader tractor

was traveling westbound on Bay
City-Forestville Road, preparing
to turn left into a private drive.
The operator, a 16-year-old male
from Cass City, checked for cars
and then activated his left turn sig-
nal prior to making the turn,” Ku-
tach reported. “A 2004 Chevrolet
Aveo being driven by 31-year-old
Ashley Chase from Cass City was
also traveling westbound on West
Bay City-Forestville Road,” he
said.

“Ashley’s vehicle came over a
hill, and she saw the tractor in
front of her. The driver thought the
(tractor’s) four-way flashers were
on and moved into the opposite
lane to pass the tractor,” Kutach
continued. “When she got closer,
she realized the left turn signal
was on. She tried to stop as the
tractor turned into the private
drive, but her vehicle struck the
rear of the tractor.”

The impact caused the tractor to
roll over and eject the 16-year-old.

Continued from page one.

Teen thrown from tractor in collision
“The operator of the tractor was

taken by Bingham EMS to Huron
Medical Center in Bad Axe,” Ku-
tach said. He did not release the
teen’s name. Information on the
extent of his injuries also was not
available.

Chase was wearing a seatbelt
when the crash occurred. She was
treated at the scene for minor in-
juries and then released, according
to the deputy, who cited her as the
at-fault driver.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Nag the women in
your life this month

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Tiffany Jamieson has been
named Owendale-Gagetown
School’s “Senior Student of the
Month” for October. Academi-
cally, Jamieson has been on the
honor roll and a member of the
3.0 Honors Club each year. Dur-
ing her sophomore year, she was
inducted into the Owen-Gage
Chapter of the National Honor
Society and currently serves as
the chapter’s secretary. She has
been a member of the Owen-
Gage Band all 4 years of high
school and served as a band of-
ficer 3 out of the 4 years. She has
also been the class secretary all
4 years. As a sophomore,
Jamieson was a class representa-
tive for homecoming and has
been nominated as a 2012 home-
coming queen candidate. She
was a member of the prom com-
mittee her junior year. Currently,
she is a member of the computer
science class and serves as the
photographer for Owen-Gage’s
website. Jamieson is the daugh-
ter of Dave and Mary Jamieson
of Owendale. She plans to attend
either Delta College or Saginaw
Valley State University next fall.

The 2012 Owen-Gage home-
coming queen and king are
Tiffany Jamieson and Andrew
Fahrner. Tiffany is the daughter
of Dave and Mary Jamieson.
Andrew is the son of Charlie and
Terry Fahrner.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Seniors April Nowaczyk and
Eric Zaleski highlighted Friday’s
homecoming ceremony in
Owendale when they were an-
nounced the 2007 Owen-Gage
king and queen.

James Lyman has been named
Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month”
for September. Lyman is a stu-
dent in the resource room and
has been an excellent, hardwork-
ing individual. He has worked as
a cafeteria aide all through high
school. He can always be de-
pended on to do every task cor-
rectly and efficiently. Lyman has
been promoted this year from
cafeteria aide to cook’s assistant.
He has worked at the Lamp-
lighter Restaurant in Sebewaing
for several years and attends the
Hospitality and Food Services
Program at the Huron Area
Technical Center.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Simpson and
their daughter Angelina an-
nounce the birth of their new
family member, Cameron Luis
Simpson. He was born Oct. 6
and weighed 9 pounds, 2 1/2
ounces and was 21 1/2 inches
long. Paternal grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Simpson
of Ubly. Maternal grandparents
are Mrs. Julia Salas of Cass City
and the late Luis Salas.
Dorothy Knight, Anna MacCal-
lum and Mary Kirton of Cass
City, and Irene Greenleaf of Pin-
conning went on a color tour last
Wednesday and Thursday. On
the way back, they visited
Dorothy Knight’s sister, Zelcta
Eaton, at the Bay City Medical
Care Facility.

Tuscola County sent 3 4-H’ers
to the State 4-H Horse Show in
August, according to Dennis
Stein, County Extension direc-
tor. The 3 representatives were
Kerry Elie, Amy Hancock and
Andrea Speirs.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

1982 Cass City homecoming
queen is Lori Sawdon, who was
crowned Friday night by last
year’s queen, Brenda Langen-
burg. She is the daughter of
Clayton and Dorothea Sawdon
of Deford. Ready to present her
with a bouquet is high school
Principal Russ Richards.

Jim and Geri Perry of Cass
City, have celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary. Jim Perry

I tease my wife frequently about being a big nag, but she and my
grown children will tell you (with pleasure) that I’m the biggest nag
in the house.

They’re right, but I like to think of myself as being a good “re-
minder”.
It can be a bad habit, but not when it comes to protecting your loved

ones from breast cancer.
Area residents have been hearing plenty about October’s designa-

tion as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  If you’ve passed through
Cass City lately, no doubt you’ve seen large pink ribbons and busi-
ness windows promoting awareness of breast cancer during the com-
munity’s annual Pinktober celebration this month.
The effort will also hopefully serve as a reminder that a diagnosis

of this horrible disease doesn’t have to be a death sentence.  Far from
it.
But it takes a proactive approach to beat this killer, something many

area residents know firsthand.  Countless others have also experi-
enced the dread of hearing the word “cancer” — after all, how many
of us haven’t been touched in some way by breast cancer, whether
it involved a mom or grandmother, a sister or niece, or a close
friend?

Among Michigan women, breast cancer is the most commonly
newly-diagnosed cancer, according to the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (MDHHS).
In 2013, 7,676 Michigan women were diagnosed with breast can-

cer, and it’s estimated that there will be 8,160 new cases of the dis-
ease this year.
Breast cancer is the second-leading cause of cancer deaths among

women in the state. The death toll was about 1,460 women in 2014,
and projections indicated the disease will claim another 1,410 vic-
tims in 2017.

In spite of those statistics, MDHHS officials say the number of
breast cancer deaths and new diagnoses have declined in Michigan,
from 32.9 deaths per 100,000 women in 1995 to 22.2 deaths per
100,000 women in 2014.
Bottom line? Many women are surviving.
Just ask my mom.
I was 16 when she was diagnosed with breast cancer.  She spent

her 40th birthday in a hospital bed after surgeons removed her left
breast.  It was a devastating experience for her.
But that was 39 years ago.  At the end of August, mom celebrated

her 79th birthday.
Doctors say early detection is the key to survival.  With regular

screening, breast cancer is more likely to be detected at an earlier
stage, when it is most treatable.
Now, I’ll be the first to say breast cancer isn’t the easiest topic for

a man to bring up with the women in his life.  But any discomfort
you might feel simply doesn’t compare to the dread of having to
schedule an appointment with an oncologist.  Or sitting in a hospital
waiting room while someone close to you is undergoing a mastec-
tomy.

Like I said, it’s all about early detection.
So go ahead, guys, remind your wife, your daughters, your mother

and your sisters about the importance of doing monthly breast self-
exams, scheduling an annual clinical exam by their health care
provider, and getting a mammogram every year if they’re over the
age of 40.
And then, remind them again.
Do whatever it takes to prevent your loved ones from becoming

another statistic in a book that might be quite a bit thinner if we all
did a little more nagging.

building of the greens until next
spring. We have some clearing to
do in the woods before we can
get started on the remainder of
the construction, Hutchinson ex-
plained. 

Four posthumous awards were
presented to Mrs. Karl Weippert
of Cass City Tuesday noon at a
Rotary meeting at the New Gor-
don Hotel for service performed
by her son, Stanley J. Himmel,
in overseas assignments. Him-
mel died this spring while on
duty with the Navy in Washing-
ton, D. C. He was a 12-year ca-
reer sailor. Mrs. Weippert
received the first medal for Him-
mel’s service in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, between 1961 and
1962. The second was the na-
tional defense service medal for
serving in the armed forces. The
third, the Vietnam Service
Medal, was presented for service
in South Vietnam or nearby
coastal waters during the Viet-
nam conflict and the final award
was the Vietnam campaign rib-
bon bar awarded by the Republic
of South Vietnam to members of
the United States Armed Forces
for meritorious service and sup-
porting operations during the
Vietnam conflict.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

With the traditional customs of
a military wedding, Miss Mar-
jorie Tiernan, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Philip S. Tiernan, of
Long Beach, California, became
the bride of Lieutenant Clare E.
Ballagh, son of Mr. and Mrs. W.
J. Ballagh, of Ubly, in All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Long
Beach, on Sept. 26, at 11:00 a.
m. Lieut. Ballagh is stationed at
the Marana Army Air Base in
Arizona.

On Sunday, Mrs. Geo. Seeger
entertained at a dinner in honor
of the 84th birthday of her
mother, Mrs. Richard Hartwick,
who makes her home with the
Seegers. Guests at the dinner
were Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Klinkman and two sons and
Jerry Seeger of Dearborn, Mr.
and Mrs. E. G. Smith and grand-
son of St. Clair Shores, Mrs.
Cora Stauble of West Branch,
Mr. and Mrs. Fred McCaslin,
Mrs. Ray McCaslin and son,
Tommy, and Jackie McCaslin of
Rochester, Andrew Barnes, Jr.,
of Wayne and Mr. and Mrs. Don-
ald Seeger.

The drinking of milk is becom-
ing quite popular among the stu-
dents’ in the Cass City Public
Schools. Tuesday, 250 half pints
were served to pupils. Grade stu-
dents, says Supt. J. L Niergarth,
may have the milk during the
morning recess or with their
lunch at noon. High school
pupils have their servings during
the lunch hour.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

The Woman’s Study club en-
joyed a rare treat Monday after-
noon when they listened to the
program of music and readings
by Mrs. McCoy, Miss Fern
Stevenson of Vassar and Mrs.
Thos. Whitfield. The occasion
was the first of the two social af-
ternoons given by that society
annually, and the beautiful J. L.
Cathcart home was the scene of
the enjoyable event. Mrs. Jas.
Tennant and her committees had
charge of the arrangements. At
the close of the program light re-
freshments of coffee, doughnuts
and grapes were served. The
other social afternoon will be
held at the home of Mrs. [J. D.
Crosby on March 18 with Mrs.
Everett Mudge chairman.

Robt. H. Orr has accepted the
position as manager of the Sut-
ton drug store at Pigeon, with the
option of purchasing later, Mr.
Sutton having been drafted and
expecting a call to service soon.
Mr. Orr expects to leave for Pi-
geon within the next two weeks
and Mrs. Ore and baby wilt fol-
low as soon as a residence can be
secured.

and Geri Warner were married
Sept. 14, 1957, at the Novesta
Baptist Church by Rev. Levene
0. Shattuck. The Perrys have
three children, Karen (Mrs. Tim)
Spry, Cass City; Randy, Cass
City, and Gary, at home. The
couple was presented with a sur-
prise anniversary cake by Mrs.
Perry’s brothers and sister at a
family gathering Aug. 30 and the
night of their anniversary, the
Perrys’ children and in-laws
gave them another cake as a sur-
prise.
Harmonica player Luella Smith

of Snover will entertain mem-
bers of the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons at the
AARP meeting this Thursday in
the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church fellowship hall.

40 YEARS AGO (1977) 

Candidates for homecoming
queen at Cass City High School
are, front row, from left, Melissa
Smith, Rita Rabideau and
Wendy Ware. In the rear, from
left, are class representatives
Teresa Hewitt, 10th grade; Lisa
Comment, 9th and Lynn
Hartwick, llth. The new queen
will receive her crown at Friday
night’s game against Lakers.

Miss Debbie Walter was guest
of honor at a bridal shower Mon-
day evening at the home of Mrs.
Dale Buehrly. Co-hostesses
were Mrs. Eldred Kelley, Mrs.
Ron Geiger and Mrs. Gerald
Auten. 

Lori Hampshire USAF, who
has been stationed in Texas, was
here over the week end and also
visited her brother, Greg Hamp-
shire, in Ann Arbor. She left
Sunday for Biloxi, Miss

Miss Rose Cook of Perry spent
the week end with her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. George Cook. 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Profit
had as Sunday afternoon visi-
tors, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bird and
daughter Jennifer of Alma. They
also visited Mr. Bird’s mother,
Mrs. Ethel Bird. Other visitors at
the Profit home were Mr. and
Mrs. Emmerson Gorton of
Grand Rapids and Mrs. Profit’s
mother, Mrs. Eliza Gilbert.

Deb Lenda was crowned
Owendale-Gagetown homecom-
ing queen Friday night during
halftime ceremonies of the game
against North Huron. She took
over the crown from the 1976
queen, Mary Jo Hendershot,
who was present for the cere-
monies. The new homecoming
queen is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Harry Lenda of Owendale.
Members of her court were
Marie Gremel, Terry Shanks,
and Dawn Erickson. Class rep-
resentatives in the homecoming
court were Loretta Hahn and
Kris Erickson, freshmen; Paula
Good and Peggy Repshinska,
sophomores, and Linede Hahn
and Lori Gaeth, juniors. 
Irene Franks has planted water-

melon before, but not until this
year did she plant any of the late
season variety. The result,
picked last Thursday, was this
31-pounder. She and her hus-
band, Louis, live north of Cass
City on Cemetery Road.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)

Ground was broken this week
on a new nine-hole golf course
on an 80-acre site just north of
the Cass City village limits. The
owner-builder is Grant Hutchin-
son of Cass City. Hutchinson
said that he plans to have a
3,200-foot par-36 course when
work is completed. In addition,
he said, there will be a driving
range in conjunction with the
course. The course has been de-
signed by a professional to give
maximum utilization of the site,
Hutchinson continued. One of
the first projects in construction
will be digging a large pond as a
course hazard and water supply.
We’ll probably start that later
this week, Hutchinson ex-
plained. While work is now un-
derway, plans do not call for the
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Thumb National Bank and Trust
Company officials recently an-
nounced several employee promo-
tions.

Eric Brown was promoted to
vice president and
agriculture/commercial loan offi-
cer. He has been with Thumb Na-
tional Bank since 2005. After
earning an agri-science degree at
Michigan State University, Brown
has held the positions of credit an-
alyst, loan officer and assistant
vice pres-
ident.

He is an
a c t i v e
m e m b e r
in many
organiza-
tions, in-
c l u d i n g
the Cass
C i t y
L i o n s
C l u b ,
Cass City DDA/EDC, Cass City
Public Schools Agricultural Advi-
sory Board, Evergreen Township
Planning Commission, Cass City
Missionary Church Nominating
Committee and audit committee.

“With Eric’s farming back-
ground, banking knowledge and
devotion to his customer and
needs, it made him the perfect fit
to be an agricultural and commer-
cial lender,” said Thumb National
President and CEO Jay Dubey.

Brown and his wife, Karn, have
been married for 10 years.  They
have three children; Evan, Isaac
and Lukas. He also works with his
father on the farm, growing dry
beans and corn.  

Matthew Ross was promoted to
vice president, agriculture/com-
mercial loan officer. He has been
at Thumb National since 2012 and
works in the Pigeon office. He
earned his bachelor’s degree at
MSU.

“Matt has emerged as one of the
premier ag
lenders in
t h e
T h u m b .
M a t t ’ s
love for
f a r m i n g
and his un-
derstand-
ing of
agribusi-
ness place
him in
high demand with area farmers,”
Dubey said.

Ross and his wife, Amanda, live
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TNB promotes 6 employees News briefs

“Put it up” workshop on tap
HURON COUNTY – A “Put it Up! Preserving Jam/Jelly with Youth”
workshop will be held Tuesday, Nov. 28, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Huron MSU Extension Office in Bad Axe.
The class will guide youth in exploring and understanding the science

of food preservation with hands-on food preserving activities aimed to-
wards students in grades four through 12. The workshop is designed to
educate youth about making jam and jelly and will include preservation
resources and recipes, as well as helping young people prepare for fair
projects and introduce them to the fun of home food preservation.
To register, call (989) 269-9949 (ext. 604) by Tuesday, Nov. 21. This

class is limited to eight youth.

Trash service restored now
HURON COUNTY — Brookfield Township residents finally had their
trash picked up late last week after the township board signed a service
contract with Emterra Environmental USA.

“Until it was picked up, it had been about three weeks since we had
our trash picked up,” said township Clerk Michael Lorencz. “The trash
company we had hadn’t picked up trash for two weeks before they
closed.”
Brookfield was like several other municipalities in the Thumb that had

to scramble for trash collection services when Diva Disposal of Gage-
town unexpectedly closed.

According to Lorencz, the township’s regular trash collection is ex-
pected to be on Thursdays.

College night slated Oct. 25
TUSCOLA COUNTY — The Tuscola County Counselors Association
will host a college night Wednesday, Oct. 25, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Tuscola Technology Center, Caro.

The event will include information from representatives from post-
secondary institutions as well as military branches. There will also be
information on financial aid and scholarships.

Adult coloring on tap Oct. 27
CASS CITY — Rawson Memorial District Library will host a free 90-
minute adult coloring session at 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 27.

Color pencils, markers, and coloring pages will be provided, or par-
ticipants can bring their own.  No registration is necessary.

Board approves appointments
TUSCOLA COUNTY — Tuscola County Commissioners recently ap-
proved some appointments.

Sonja A. Rajkovic-Bennett was named to the county planning com-
mission to complete the term of Louis Smallwood, which expires in
December 2019. In addition, commissioners endorsed Tuscola Behav-
ioral Health Systems (TBHS) recommendation of Janet Huff to serve
on the TBHS Board. She will complete the term of Raymond Bates,
who was scheduled to serve through March 31, 2018.

Also, the board approved plans to advertise another vacancy on the
planning commission create by the resignation of Amber Hughey.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

in Cass City with their two chil-
dren, Ellie and Jacob. 
Jennifer Booms was promoted to

assistant vice president, loan ad-
ministration manager at the Pi-
geon office. She joined Thumb
National in August 2016 as a
credit analyst with ten years of
banking experience.

“In a
v e r y
short pe-
riod of
t i m e ,
Jennifer
h a s
stepped
up and
t a k e n
c h a r g e
as loan
admin-
istration manager,” Dubey said.
“We are very fortunate to have
such a skilled and knowledgeable
person overseeing this important
function of our bank.”

Booms is a graduate of Saginaw
Valley State University, where she
earned a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration Degree with a major
in accounting.
An active member of the Just Do

It Farm Bureau Group and St. Hu-
bert Parish in Rapson, she resides
in the Port Hope area with her
husband, Matt, and children
Colin, Alexis and Brianna.

Troy Leipprandt was promoted
to assistant vice president and sen-
ior credit analyst. He has been
with Thumb National since 2011,
serving as a credit analyst at the
Pigeon office.
“Troy’s skill and knowledge as a

Credit Analyst is unsurpassed.
His in-
sight and
u n d e r -
standing
of the
c r e d i t
funct ion
and what
makes a
good loan
is key to
the suc-
cess of
the bank and the customer,”
Dubey said.

Leipprandt is an MSU graduate
with a degree in retail manage-
ment. He is a past president of the
Pigeon Rotary Club and serves as
a Rotary district membership
chair.

Elizabeth Reehl just celebrated
her tenth anniversary with Thumb

National and was promoted to as-
sistant vice president, compliance
and BSA officer at the Pigeon of-
fice. She began her career as an
ACH and ATM administrator and
later became the BSA and compli-
ance officer.

Reehl has a master’s degree in
business administration from
Baker College and is an accred-
ited ACH professional and a cer-
tified community bank
compliance Officer.  “Today’s
c o m p l i -
ance de-
m a n d s
within a
bank are
extremely
c o m p l e x
and im-
p o r t a n t .
Liz has
p r o v e n
herself to
be more than capable of making
certain the bank remains compli-
ant with applicable laws and reg-
ulations,” Dubey said.
Reehl and her husband, Norbert,

have two daughters, Kaitlyn and
Kendyl.

Nina Suchy has been promoted
to assistant vice president and
branch manager/business devel-
opment specialist.

“Nina is the true definition of
someone who truly understands
the needs of our customers and is
willing to go over and beyond to
make sure they receive the atten-
tion and
s e r v i c e
they de-
s e r v e .
We are
e x -
t r e m e l y
fortunate
to have
someone
like Nina
s e r v i n g
our cus-
tomers in our Bay City market,”
Dubey said.
Suchy began her career at Thumb

National in 2015 and works at the
Wilder Road Office in Bay City.
She is a member of St. Catherine
of Sienna and is involved as a
minister of hospitality and social
committee member. Along with
her husband, Mark, she is active
in a variety of fundraisers. They
have two children, Sarah and
Mark Robert, one step grandson,
Hunter, and raise livestock on
their small farm.

Eric Brown

Matthew Ross

Jennifer Booms

Troy Leipprandt

Elizabeth Reehl

Nina Suchy

Chemical employees give
back to their communities

Chemical Bank employees recently gave back to their communities
by rolling up their sleeves and pitching in on various projects.

Bob Wolak, Caro Community Chemical Bank president, announced
the bank’s successful participation in the fifth annual “Chemical Bank
Cares Day” event, held Oct. 9.

“Chemical Bank offices in Michigan, Ohio and Indiana were closed,
allowing bank employees to volunteer in their communities on a variety
of different projects,” Wolak explained. “Nearly 3,000 Chemical Bank
members partnered with local organizations to work on over 300 proj-
ects ranging from helping to beautify city parks and schools, to spend-
ing time at senior centers, to leading financial lessons in classrooms, in
addition to a variety of many other activities.
“Chemical Bank Cares Day was a success again this year. It provided

us with the opportunity to be engaged in the communities where we
live, work and play,” Wolak added. “The response to this initiative from
our customers, community partners and employees has been over-
whelming, and we are grateful for a successful day of giving back to
the communities we serve.”

The goal of Chemical Bank Cares Day is to reinforce the company’s
commitment to its communities.

In Caro and the surrounding areas, Chemical Bank volunteers part-
nered with local organizations and agencies such as the Friends of the
Thumb Octagon Barn, the Huron County Coalition and the Tuscola
County Fairgrounds, among others.

Project examples included a grounds cleanup of the Pointe Aux Bar-
ques Lighthouse Society Lighthouse in Port Hope as well as cleaning
and interacting with the animals at the Sanilac Humane Society in Car-
sonville.

CHEMICAL Bank employees who participated in the

community service work in the Caro area in conjunction

with the fifth annual Chemical Bank Cares Day event

included Sam Collings, James Hood, Angela Humphrey,

Becky Bucholtz, Deb Heinzman, Jennifer Campbell,

Frances Thomas, Jennifer Eyer, Pat Lapp, Alan

Luedtke, Linda Mills, Michele Wright, Jen Wymore and

Carol Mitchell.
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Hills and Dales again named among

Best Places to Work in Healthcare
Hills and Dales General Hospital

has been named one of the “Best
Places to Work in Healthcare” by
Modern Healthcare.

“Each year, employees of Hills
and Dales complete an anony-
mous survey given by the Best
Companies Group, who partner
with Modern Healthcare. Based
on the results they are ranked
against other healthcare organiza-
tions across the nation who also
take the survey,” said Danielle
Blaine, community relations di-
rector at Hills and Dales.

“This year, Hills and Dales has
been ranked No. 50 out of 75,”
she added. “This is the second
time Hills and Dales General Hos-
pital has made the list; the last
time was in 2014.”

The Cass City hospital is one of
only two facilities in Michigan to
make the top 75 list.

“The process is transparent; em-
ployees are given an in-depth sur-
vey with questions about
leadership, culture, working envi-
ronment, training and other fac-
tors.  They are also asked to judge
their overall satisfaction with their
workplace,” Blaine explained, re-
ferring to how the healthcare fa-
cilities are rated. “In addition, she
noted, “Employers are asked
about their company policies and
practices, benefits and the demo-
graphics of their workforce.

“The end result is analyzed and
extensively compared to other
healthcare organizations who have
taken the survey.”

“This survey is something we
have participated in for quite some
time now,” Hills and Dales Presi-
dent and CEO Jean Anthony said.

“We use the results and anony-
mous comments to strategize
about our employee satisfaction.
It has helped identify the changing
needs of our employees and has
moved us forward as an organiza-
tion,” she added.
“Making the Best Places to Work

list for the second time proves that
we are achieving our goals and
that feels really good,” Anthony
said. “We want our employees to
love their job and enjoy coming to
work every day.  This survey is a
testament to the hard work each

person has done to bring us to
where we are today.”

“A decade ago, Modern Health-
care set out to recognize outstand-
ing employers across the
industry,” said Fawn Lopez, pub-
lisher of Modern Healthcare.
“Now in its tenth year, Modern
Healthcare’s Best Places to Work
in Healthcare has become the hall-
mark for organizations striving to

be just that. It’s gratifying to see
how the program has grown.

“Our award winners can be
proud of the role they play in ele-
vating the standard for workplace
excellence,” Lopez added. “These
five-star organizations not only
see higher employee retention, but
also increased patient engagement
and satisfaction and healthier bot-
tom lines.”



Some reported suspicious suspects led Tuscola County law enforce-
ment officials to a residence in Fremont Township, where they discov-
ered and seized more than three pounds of processed marijuana along
with several plants
Thursday.
Tuscola County Sher-

iff Glen Skrent re-
ported Deputy Steve
Roland was conducting
a routine liquor inspec-
tion at a Caro area
business at about noon
when it was reported to
him that there were
several suspicious sus-
pects in the area “act-
ing very nervous.”

A unit from the Michigan State Police post in Caro arrived to assist,
and they discovered three subjects from Pennsylvania sitting in a stolen
vehicle, according to the sheriff.

“More follow-up…done by deputies and detectives led to a house in
Fremont Township, where over three pounds of illegally grown
processed marijuana and many plants were discovered,” he said, noting
the case remains under investigation.

“Pennsylvania did not want the subjects held, so at this time no one
was lodged.  The case will be turned over to the prosecutor’s office for
review,” Skrent said, adding, “One of the persons from Pennsylvania
commented that they come to Michigan because marijuana is so easily
accessible, and not so in Pennsylvania.”
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A TUSCOLA County Sheriff’s deputy conducting a rou-

tine liquor inspection at a Caro area business Thursday

afternoon responded to a report of some suspicious in-

dividuals in the vicinity who were acting nervous. That

report led officers to some out-of-state suspects in a

stolen vehicle – and to a Fremont Township residence

where police discovered a significant amount of

processed marijuana as well as several plants. (Photos

courtesy of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department)

Suspicious persons report
leads officers to pot stash

(including all head varsity coaches
and physical education staff); ac-
cessible, properly maintained and
inspected AEDs with signs identi-
fying their location; and ensure
pre-participation sports screening
of all student athletes using the
current physical and history form
endorsed by the MHSAA.

Ensuring everyone is prepared
for a cardiac emergency is an on-
going process, according to Cass
City School Supt. Jeff Hartel, who
cited continuing training for staff
members – administrators, many
teachers, para-professionals, bus
drivers, etc. – as an example. “A
lot of people in this district are
trained in CPR,” he said.
Aside from having AEDs in both

buildings, the school system has
its own “Code Blue Team”
charged with responding in an
emergency. Each team member is
assigned a responsibility such as
calling 911, getting an AED, tak-
ing notes for emergency respon-
ders, and meeting an ambulance
crew at the front doors to ensure
quick access to the victim.

“So, there’s a plan in place that
is followed in case of a medical
emergency, and there’s a back-up
person for every job (on the Code
Blue Team),” Hartel said.

Since the launch of the MI
HEARTSafe program in 2014, at
least three people suffering sud-
den cardiac arrest are known to
have been successfully resusci-
tated at schools that were prepar-
ing for or had recently submitted
a MI HEARTSafe application.

“We are so proud to support
Michigan’s HEARTSafe schools,”
said State Superintendent Brian
Whiston. “Ensuring schools are
prepared for sudden cardiac emer-
gencies through planning, train-
ing, and life-saving AEDs is an
important part of having safer
learning environments for stu-
dents, staff and the community.”

This is the fourth year of the MI
HEARTSafe Schools program in
Michigan. The designation lasts
for three years, and this year, 22
schools – including Cass City —
received their second MI HEART-
Safe award.
In the first three years of the ini-

tiative, 266 schools were desig-
nated as MI HEARTSafe Schools
and thus better prepared to help
reduce the number of sudden car-
diac deaths among Michigan stu-
dents.
Public Act 12 of 2014 requires all

schools (grades kindergarten to
12) to have a cardiac emergency
response plan in place, and Public
Act 388 of 2016 requires CPR and
AED instruction for pupils en-
rolled in grades seven through 12.

ber of reported accidents (nearly
25 percent) occurred between 6
and 8:59 p.m. The highest number
of fatal car-deer collisions (five)
occurred between 9 and 12:59
p.m., according to the Michigan
Office of Highway Safety Plan-
ning (OHSP).

The most serious crashes occur
when motorists swerve to avoid a
deer and hit another vehicle or a
fixed object, or when their vehicle
rolls over.
The Michigan Deer Crash Coali-

tion, Michigan State Police and
other agencies offer the following
safety tips:
*Stay aware, awake and sober.

*Vehicle-deer crashes occur
year-round, but be especially alert
in spring and fall.
*Signs are placed at known deer

crossing areas to alert you of the
possible presence of deer. Deer
are herd animals and frequently
travel in single file. If you see one
deer cross the road, chances are
there are more waiting.

*Don’t rely on gimmicks, flash-
ing your high-beam headlights or
honking your horn to deter deer.

*If a crash is unavoidable, don’t
swerve. Brake firmly, hold onto
the steering wheel, and bring your
vehicle to a controlled stop.  Pull
off the road, turn on your emer-
gency flashers, and be cautious of
other traffic if you exit your vehi-
cle.  Report the crash to the near-
est police agency.

Drivers are also reminded to
buckle up because seat belts are
motorists’ best defense in the
event of a crash.

Continued from page one.

Car-deer crashes

Local district

“heart safe”
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Tuscola ISD preparing

for new rules regarding

third grade benchmark
by Mary Drier

For the Chronicle

As state lawmakers continue to change benchmarks, educators are hir-
ing tutors to be able to keep pace. 
The newest change is the law regarding third-grade students’ reading

objectives. Gov. Rick Snyder signed the law in Sept. 2016. One of the
key provisions in the law requires schools to hold back third-graders
who are more than a grade level behind in the subject. 

However, not all third-graders who are behind would have to be held
back. The law does allow parents to request an exemption allowing their
child to go on to fourth grade, and for new students in a district. 

Although the law does not go into effect until the 2019-2020 school
year, those in the Tuscola Intermediate School District (TISD) are tak-
ing steps to prepare this year. 

The TISD Board hired Emily Caylor as the Early Literacy Coach to
help the ISD’s nine school districts prepare to meet the new regulations. 

“This is a grant position with partial funding from the Michigan De-
partment of Education,” said TISD Superintendent Gene Pierce.
“Emily’s primary responsibility is working with the nine local school
districts and grades first through third.”
During Tuscola County wide board of education dinner at the Tuscola

Tech Center Nov. 2, Caylor will be introduced and she will provide an
overview of the state’s Third-grade Reading Law. 
Reading proficiently by the end of third grade has become a milestone

in a student’s education. At that grade level, the focus is on reading to
learn rather than learning to read. 

To enforce that stance, states like Michigan have enacted legislation
that requires students not reading proficiently by the end of third grade
to be held back. 
Because the changes do not start immediately, there is time for districts

to prepare for the change, and they are. The hiring of a literacy coach
will help guide districts through the process that needs to be in place.
According to a report from the National Conference of State Legisla-

tures, research showed students not reading proficiently at the end of
third grade are four times more likely to not finish high school.

Under the new reading regulations for third graders, starting next
school year kindergarten through third-grade students have to be tested
three times a year, and students with reading deficiencies must be given
an Individual Reading Plan (IRP). 
Districts with struggling readers also will be required to provide teach-

ers with additional professional development during school time and
literacy coaches who will train, model, and offer feedback on best prac-
tices in teaching reading, according to the Michigan Education Associ-
ation (MEA).

In order for the students to keep pace, services for them will include
increased small group and one-on-one intervention time as well as “read
at home plans” to promote parental involvement. And, districts will be
encouraged to provide summer reading camps using teachers rated as
highly effective.
In other ISD matters, Baker College offered to sell the ISD the Welding

Lab equipment at the Cass City campus for $36,767 because the pro-
gram is being closed and that campus is being phased out. 

Because of the increased number of cyber attacks locally and nation-
ally, the ISD increased their cyber insurance coverage to $1 million in
system losses at a cost of $2,789.

Huron County 4-H social set 

The Huron County 4-H Fall Family Social will be held Sunday, Nov.
5, at the Pasta House in Kinde, and all 4-Hers along with family mem-
bers and friends are invited to attend.
“This fundraising event will begin at 2 p.m. with a delicious pasta and

salad bar dinner. All proceeds raised will go for 4-H scholarships to var-
ious 4-H events and workshops such as Thumb Area 4-H Camp, 4-H
Capitol Experience, 4-H Exploration Days, Citizenship Washington
Focus, Kettunen Center workshops, and so much more,” said Patricia
Errer, 4-H program coordinator for MSU Extension – Huron County.

“The afternoon is spent recognizing our amazing 4-H members for
their outstanding work in specific project areas, competitive activities
and leadership roles through the 4-H program,” Errer explained, adding
the county’s 4-H adult and teen leaders are also recognized for their
countless hours of dedication and work volunteering to support area
youth.
“We also give thanks to the many individuals and businesses who have

so generously supported the Huron County 4-H Youth Program through
their phenomenal donations,” Errer added.
Guest speakers for the afternoon will include 4-H teen leaders giving

presentations on their involvement and experiences in various 4-H ac-
tivities.

The cost to attend the event is $10 for those ages 12 and up, and $7
for those ages five to 11 (kids four and under get in free).
RSVPs are required by Friday, Oct. 27, at the MSU Extension Office.
“The 4-H Leaders Association will also be hosting their ninth annual

4-H silent auction during the 4-H Fall Family Social,” Errer noted.
“Anyone wishing to donate an item for the silent auction can drop their
item(s) off to the MSU Extension office between now and Friday, Oct.
27, before 4:30 p.m. Items can include, but are not limited to: baked
goods, gift cards/certificates, gift baskets, jewelry, plants, flower
arrangements, blankets, quilts, handcrafted items, crafts, and so on.”
For more information or to register, call the MSU Extension office at

(989) 269-9949.
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CENTRAL THUMB Knights of Columbus 8892

member Bob Mosack presents a $3,000 check to

Edna Kujawski and the volunteers at St.

Agatha’s Food Pantry in Gagetown. The funds

were raised during the annual K of C 5K

run/walk for local food pantries, held Sept. 16

in Cass City.

CENTRAL THUMB K of C 8892 member Dale

Churchill presents a $1,000 check to Gail

Tuckey with Revive Ministries of Cass City. The

funds were also raised during the K of C 5K

run/walk for two area food pantries.

Pet FriendZ

plan spooky

fundraiser
Area residents can help to keep

the pet-overpopulation problem
down in Tuscola County and at
the same time enjoy an evening of
dancing fun during the Cass River
Pet FriendZ second annual Spook-
tacular Halloween Fundraising
Dance.

The event is slated for Saturday,
Oct. 28, at the Brentwood in Caro.
Costumes are optional, said Cass

River Pet FriendZ member Patri-
cia Trisch, who noted the doors
will open at 7 p.m. and music will
be provided until midnight by
Rusch Entertainment DJs. 

“The suggested donation is $10
at the door and you must be 21 to
enter,” she said. “This will be an
inexpensive and fun evening out
for the community.”
Trying to keep the pet over-pop-

ulation problem under control is a
never ending and costly task, ac-
cording to Trisch.

“Since forming in September of
2001, the group has actively
helped others get their pets fixed
as well as assisted with emergency
veterinary assistance for low in-
come people,” she said. “We
spend approximately $500 per
month helping low-income people
fix their pets.
“We’ve had some grant money in

the past, but that’s gone, and takes
a lot of time for the paperwork.
The sale of homemade catnip bags
generates around $100 a month,”
Trisch added. “(But) the calls for
financial assistance to help low-
income people get their pets fixed
are never ending. The pet popula-
tion continues to explode and we
are forced to rely on other sources
for money.”

Cats in particular are a huge
overpopulation problem in Tus-
cola County. “Last year over
$15,000 was spent fixing people’s
cats, and this year will be even
more,” Trisch said. “Additional
funds are desperately needed.”
Monetary donations may be sent

to: Cass River Pet FriendZ, P.O.
Box 513, Caro, MI  48723.  The
group can also accept donations
made through Paypal at the web-
site http://www.petfriendz.org.
roup was founded in September
2001, and is an IRS 501 (c) (3)
non-profit organization.


