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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

For the first time in at least a decade, Cass City School officials
wrapped up the second of two annual enrollment counts without losing
a student last week.

School Supt. Jeff Hartel reported the numbers Thursday, a day after
school officials across the state conducted the annual fall count. In Cass
City, the tally revealed 538 students in Young Fives through sixth grade,
with another 445 students at the junior-senior high school for a total en-
rollment of 983.
“Which equals our winter count from last year, so we did not lose any

kids,” Hartel said. “We are very pleased with that.”
Hartel noted the district did lose four kids – less than 1.5 percent –

compared to last October, but last week’s numbers were still a relief,
considering the annual enrollment decline of more than three percent
local school officials have seen in each of the past several years.
In keeping with a budgeting approach of hoping for the best but prepar-

ing for the worst, Cass City Schools Chief Financial Officer Allison
Zimba built in a projected loss of 25 students when she prepared this
year’s budget, which went into effect July 1. Now, however, instead of
losing an estimated $190,000 in state revenue, the district should collect
$190,000 or so more than they anticipated.
“It gives us some money to look at doing some work on the buildings,”

Hartel said, referring to a number of needed equipment repairs and up-
grades.
During the Cass City Board of Education’s Sept. 25 monthly meeting,

Hartel offered a preliminary report on enrollment, which indicated Cass
City’s student numbers are finally leveling off.

“If (these numbers) holds true,” he told the board, “this will be the
first time we haven’t lost 25 to 30 kids in 10 years.”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies are continuing their investigation
into a two-vehicle traffic crash that left seven people injured – three se-
riously – early Thursday morning in Novesta Township.
The injured include a Deford area mother and her children, ages nine

and 13, all of whom remain hospitalized in serious condition.
Tuscola County Undersheriff Robert Baxter reported deputies were

dispatched to the scene – Deckerville Road near Dodge Road – at 6:14
a.m.

“Weighmaster Deputy Herford and passersby rendered first aid until
MMR (Ambulance) arrived,” Baxter reported.

The investigation remains open, Baxter said, but preliminary reports
indicate a 41-year-old Deford woman driving a Malibu was traveling
eastbound on Deckerville Road when she lost control of the vehicle.
“She had two children with her, ages 13 and 9,” he noted. “According

to a witness, her vehicle went on the shoulder, then came back on the
roadway sideways and was struck broadside by a pickup traveling west-
bound on Deckerville Road.”
The pickup was driven by a 25-year-old Decker woman and occupied

Please turn to page 2.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A number of area residents who
put their trash out for collection
last week had to take it back to
their homes temporarily after the
company that provided waste re-
moval services abruptly closed.

However, one by one, most of
the affected communities have
since arranged to work with new
contractors. 

In Tuscola County’s Columbia
Township, for example, residents
found themselves with no trash
service on Tuesday, and not know-
ing who will provide that service
now following the decision by the
owners of Diva Disposal to shut
down operations.

During a special meeting, town-
ship officials were able to work
out an agreement with Emterra
Environmental USA, which
serves Canada as well as North
America, to provide trash collec-
tion. According to Clerk Christine
Kolar, Emterra will continue the
same schedule as Diva Disposal,

with collection on Tuesdays.
Columbia Township wasn’t the

only municipality scrambling to
find a trash collection service.

In fact, five other Tuscola
County townships – Novesta,
Kingston, Almer, Fairgrove and
Indianfields – along with the vil-
lages of Fairgrove, Gagetown and
Kingston had been served by
Diva, as were Huron County’s
Brookfield, Hume and Chandler
townships. The company’s closure
also impacted some residents in
Greenleaf Township in Sanilac
County.

“While our township did not
contract with them, several resi-
dents of the township did,” said
Greenleaf Township Clerk Judy
Keller.

Diva Disposal is owned and op-
erated by Melanie and Ryan Rad-
abaugh. They formed the

company in February 2009. The
company was located in the for-
mer Amerigas facility at 6608
Lincoln St. in Gagetown.

“They didn’t say specifically
why they went out of business.
Just that they tried everything to
continue to operate, but had to
face reality that the business could
not continue,” Kolar said.

Columbia Township has con-
tracted with Diva Disposal for
about five years. To pay for the
service, each household in the
township paid a $90 special as-
sessment, which did not cover the
entire cost of the service.

Before contracting for weekly
trash collection service, township
residents took their trash twice a
month to the site of the former Co-
lumbia Township dump on Hoppe
Road. The former dump site be-
came a transfer station where res-

Please turn to page 8.
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Thumb Regional Sobriety Court
officials are gearing up to host
their eighth graduation ceremony
acknowledging 13 individuals
who have successfully completed
the intensive treatment court pro-
gram.

The ceremony will take place
Friday, Oct. 20, starting at 10 a.m.
at the Tuscola County Courthouse
(in the circuit courtroom) in Caro.
A potluck will follow, and the
public is welcome to attend.

With the latest class of “gradu-
ates”, more than five dozen people
have successfully completed the
unique program designed to end

the cycle of arrests involving indi-
viduals stopped while driving
under the influence of alcohol
and/or drugs. The initiative is
unique in that it gives eligible of-
fenders the help they need to get
and stay sober.

“The Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court is a specialized treatment
court focused on improving public
safety in Tuscola, Sanilac and
Huron counties through intensive
intervention in the lives of repeat
drunken or drugged driving of-
fenders,” explained Rebecca Mar-
tin, Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court coordinator.
“The court, referred to as TRSC,

first started operating with partic-
ipants in January of 2014 and has
now successfully graduated over
60 individuals,” she added.

The TRSC was established
through a partnership of the trial
court judges in Tuscola, Huron
and Sanilac counties. The goal
was to create a specialized central
treatment court that could utilize
tools outside of the traditional

fines and jail time to encourage re-
peat offenders to turn over a new
leaf.

The Thumb treatment court was
one of four pilot programs
launched by the State Court Ad-
ministrative Office (SCAO) in an
order to bring sobriety courts to
rural parts of the state on a re-
gional, multi-county basis. The
SCAO initially awarded $255,000
in grant funding to establish the
Thumb program.

“The 13 individuals recognized
during this (upcoming graduation)
ceremony have completed inten-
sive court supervision, individual
and group treatment, intensive
drug testing, and 12-step meeting
attendance,” Martin noted.

“This process aides in reducing
recidivism while minimizing in-
carceration time, therefore reduc-
ing jail expenses to the
communities. As a result, this pro-
vides these individuals with an op-
portunity to positively change
their lives, improve personal rela-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Circuit Court officials are looking to implement a sec-
ond “problem-solving court” – this one targeting defendants struggling
with mental health issues – after learning they’ve been awarded funding
to begin planning the new initiative.

“We were awarded a grant in the amount of $24,500 from the Michi-
gan Mental Health Court Grant Program Planning Grant administered
by the State Court Administrative Office (SCAO),” said Melissa Caister,

Jury exonerates

doctor in “pill

mill” case after

four-week trial

A HOST OF area residents took advantage of an invitation from the Michigan State

Police post in Caro to celebrate the MSP’s 100th birthday during Saturday’s open

house, which featured several vehicles and specialized MSP teams. Among them was

the MSP Bomb Squad, which responds statewide to suspected explosive devices and

weapon of mass destruction (WMD) incidents. The squad is an integral part of the

Michigan Regional Response Team Network (RRTN), established to provide quick

response capability in every region of the state to WMD/terrorism incidents, and re-

sponds to roughly 500 calls for service each year.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

After a nearly four-week trial, a
Tuscola County Circuit Court jury
exonerated a well-known urolo-
gist accused of running a “pill
mill”.

The jury, composed of six men
and six women, began delibera-
tions last Wednesday and, later the
next morning, returned verdicts of
not guilty on all charges levied
against Dr. Joseph E. Oesterling,
61, of Ann Arbor, who once
served as chief of urology at the
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STATE REP. Dr. Edward J. Canfield, D.O. re-

cently greeted Adrianna Jackson of Caro as his

guest on the House floor. Jackson was awarded

a scholarship at the Michigan State Fair, which

celebrates the positive aspects of rural and

urban agriculture, business and industry in

Michigan.
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THE CASS CITY Gavel Club recently elected officers for 2017-18. They

are (from left) Secretary Tom LeValley, President Keith Czekai, Vice

President Terry Czekai and Treasure Jim Hempton.

Enrollment plays a key role in school funding from the state, which
“blends” student counts conducted twice a year by districts; once in
February and again the following fall.  The state’s blending formula
places the greatest emphasis on the fall count, which is worth 90 percent
of the total.

The blended enrollment number is multiplied by schools’ foundation
allowances to determine how much revenue they will receive for the
year.  Cass City, for example, is slated to receive $7,631 per student for
the 2017-18 school year, a $120-per-student increase compared to 2016-
17. The district is also scheduled to receive an additional $25 per high
school student this year.

Over the past 15 years or so, Cass City officials have watched local
student numbers fall by hundreds of youngsters – losing an average of
3.7 percent of the district’s student population annually since the 2005-
06 school year, when the district boasted 1,500 students.  In 2001-02,
Cass City had more than 1,600 kids enrolled.
In contrast, school officials two years ago reported the then-latest en-

rollment dip that left the district with fewer than 1,000 students for the
first time in memory.

Kingston Schools

Among other area districts, Kingston Community Schools Supt. Matt
Drake reported a loss of about 12 students.

“We are 294 (students) in K-6 and 294 in our high school for a grand
total of 588,” said Drake, who noted school officials based this year’s
budget on a projected loss of 10 students.
A dozen students translates into roughly $91,000 in state revenue for

the Kingston School District, which is slated to receive $7,611 per stu-
dent this year – including the $120-per-student increase promised by
the state – plus another $25 per high school student.

Continued from page one.

Student numbers level off

Continued from page one.

Mom, children seriously hurt 

by three children, ages four, five and nine.
No names have been released.
“The occupants of the Malibu were all severely injured, one being

flown by FlightCare. The occupants of the pickup truck suffered minor
injuries,” Baxter said. “The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Accident recon-
struction team responded and the accident is still under investigation.  
Cass City School officials were notified of the accident early Thursday

morning, according to school Supt. Jeff Hartel, who said two of the chil-
dren involved in the crash are Cass City students, in grades four and
eight.
Hartel said school officials brought counselors in to both the elemen-

tary and junior-senior high buildings Thursday to talk to students shaken
by the news.
“We’ve got some kids upset here,” Hartel added. “It’s a sad day.”

Driver pleads in crash
that claimed man’s life

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Millington man has pleaded no contest to charges stemming from a
one-vehicle fatal traffic accident that claimed the life of a Kingston area
man last spring.
The defendant, Matthew C. Figard, 43, entered the pleas to charges of

operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of liquor - causing
death, and operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of liquor,
third offense, in Tuscola County Circuit Court last week.

The most serious charge, involving loss of life, carries a maximum
penalty of up to 15 years in prison and/or a fine of $2,500 to $10,000. 

A third charge, homicide - manslaughter with a motor vehicle, was
dismissed in the case.

A pre-sentence investigation was ordered in the case, bond was re-
voked, and Figard was remanded to the custody of the sheriff’s depart-
ment. Sentencing is to be scheduled.

The victim, 41-year-old Dale D. Doss, was a passenger in a pickup
driven by Figard when the March 30 crash occurred in Tuscola County’s
Dayton Township, according to troopers at the Michigan State Police
post in Caro.
Troopers were dispatched to the scene – Phelps Lake Road near Plain

Road – at about 7:15 p.m., according to reports, which state officers
discovered the pickup had been traveling west on Phelps Lake Road,
left the north side of the roadway for unknown reasons, and struck two
trees.

Figard, who was not wearing a seatbelt, suffered serious injuries and
was transported to an area hospital. Doss, who was wearing a seatbelt,
was pronounced dead at the scene.

New officers on duty...



A Bay County educator known for her commitment
to help students succeed and for her leadership to ex-
pand and enrich the academic offerings at her school
has been honored with an Excellence in Education
award from the Michigan Lottery.

The award winner, Paula (Fluegge) Holland,
teaches fourth- and fifth-graders in a split classroom
at the State Street Academy in Bay City.  The public
school academy offers preschool through sixth grade
programs and a special education program for stu-
dents with special needs.

Winners of the weekly award receive a plaque, a
$1,500 cash prize, and a $500 grant to their class-
room, school or school district.  One of the weekly
winners will be selected as the Educator of the Year
and will receive a $10,000 cash prize.

Holland said her favorite part of being an educator
is helping to put students on a path to success in

school. “I truly believe that I am capable of improv-
ing students’ lives.  Every school year, it is my per-
sonal goal to instill confidence and motivation into
my students. I love it when former students come
back and tell me that I’m the reason that they’re try-
ing hard and doing their best in high school!”
She added that her own struggles as a young student

and the difference teachers made in her life led her
to a career in education.  “When I was a young child
in elementary school, learning was very hard for me.
Reading was impossible until I had the teacher sup-
port that I needed.  I never want students to feel in-
capable of learning, which is how I felt.  I want them
to know exactly what it feels like to ‘be smart.’  I
know I am that teacher who can make that happen
for them.”
The Excellence in Education award nomination for

Holland described her as a dedicated educator who
works tirelessly “to instill a love for lifelong learning
in her students.”
“She starts her day at 5 a.m. to be in her classroom

by 6:30 a.m. and stays until 5 p.m. every day.  She
also comes in to school on weekends on a fairly reg-
ular basis to make sure that learning is not just effec-
tive for her students, but fun!” the nomination said.  

Holland graduated from Cass City High School in
2003. She earned a bachelor’s degree in education
from Saginaw Valley State University.  She has been
an educator for eight years, all with the State Street
Academy. 
Paula will be featured in a news segment on  WNEM
on Thursday. Make sure to tune in.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Lightning rods and shelters

ground for decades to avoid radiation?” Me! I was
young. I had my whole life ahead of me. I could not
understand their reasoning.
As I grew older and learned more about the lasting

impact of radiation, I understood their reasoning.
In the early 1980s, the house I grew up in was struck

by lightning. I guess the lightning rods that were in-
stalled did the job because the house survived.

With the threat of nuclear war now looming from
North Korea, my parents’ decision and the man who
sold lighting rods and fallout shelters is on my mind.
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Safety first when
you’re in the field
Michigan’s bow hunting season is well underway and

the regular firearm season is five weeks away, prompt-
ing Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
conservation officers to again remind bow and gun
hunters to focus on safety as they pursue that trophy
buck.
DNR officials urge archery hunters to keep the follow-

ing safety tips in mind:
*Before you go out, inspect equipment, including your

tree stand. If anything is worn, frayed, cracked or peel-
ing, replace it or get it fixed. If using a compound bow
or crossbow, make sure the cables and pulleys are in
good working order.

*When sharpening broad heads, be careful and take
your time.

*Practice tree-stand safety. Nearly every year, a
Michigan hunter is killed or seriously injured because
he or she fell out of a tree stand. The DNR recommends
using a full-body safety harness to get into and out of
your tree stand.

*If using a tree stand, always use a haul line to raise
and lower your gear.
*Keep arrows in the quiver until you are ready to use

them. A common injury is to stab or injure yourself or
a hunting companion while carrying arrows in your
hand or nocked on your bow.

*Never take a shot at a deer that is beyond the maxi-
mum effective range at which you are comfortable
shooting.

*If you are successful, field dress your deer and cool
its meat immediately. Michigan’s unpredictable weather
means we sometimes have warm October days. Warm
temperatures can cause the meat to spoil quickly.

Gun hunters, meanwhile, should treat every firearm
as if it’s loaded and to always point the muzzle in a safe
direction.

Be certain of your target and what’s beyond it before
firing.   Know the identifying features of the game you
hunt and be sure you have an adequate backstop.  Keep
your finger outside the trigger guard and off the trigger
until ready to shoot.

Don’t run, jump or climb with a loaded firearm.  Un-
load your gun before climbing a fence or tree, or cross-
ing a ditch.

Never mix alcohol or any other mind-altering drug
with hunting – it’s a recipe for tragedy.

Remember, all firearm deer hunters must wear a hat,
cap, vest or jacket that includes hunter orange visible
from all sides.  Camouflage hunter orange is legal pro-
vided 50 percent of the surface area is solid hunter or-
ange (exceptions are while hunting waterfowl, crow
and wild turkey, and deer during the archery season).
All hunters should tell someone where they are going

and what time they expect to return. This information
is valuable in helping conservation officers or sheriff’s
deputies to find you if you are lost.
Also, hunters are encouraged to carry a cell phone, a

compass, a flashlight and other small safety items when
in the woods.  Your cell phone emits a signal that can
help rescuers locate you when you are lost.  Make sure
before you leave for the woods each day your phone is
fully charged.  If you have a smart phone, download a
compass and flashlight app. 
We hope all area sportsmen will enjoy a memorable –

and safe — hunting experience this year.

(USPS 092-00)

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

October is a confusing month for a child, and a
childhood memory of that month has always stayed
with me.

In October, warm days tease of summer stretches
ahead. Then, there are cold days when angry gray
clouds hang low, hinting winter’s bite isn’t far away.

It was October when the lightning rod man came
around. He carried lightning rods and cables in a dirty
sack on his back. He also carried a shovel in one hand
for digging fallout shelters back when the world was
on the brink of annihilation. For two weeks in Octo-
ber 1962, the world seemed on the brink of nuclear
war during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

With lightning rods and fallout shelters, he came
selling hope and fear — not in equal measure. I was
11 years old and scared of what I had seen on the
news about nuclear war. The scenes from the docu-
mentary about the bombing of Hiroshima for history
class were still in my mind’s eye.

Drills in schools of what to do in case of a nuclear
attack were standard procedure back then. There was
a film we were shown each year of how to “duck and
cover and don’t look.” The film had sirens going off
to signify an attack. When the sirens sounded, stu-
dents were to duck under their desk, cover their
heads, and not look at the nuclear flash.
Knowing what I know now about radiation, I think

the directions should have also included duck, cover
and kiss a certain part of the anatomy good-bye as
well.

The lightning rod man talked to my parents for a
long time about the benefits of lightning rods and
about the importance of having a fallout shelter “dur-
ing these uncertain times.”

To me, getting lightning rods and having a fallout
shelter sounded like a darn good idea. My parents
talked about the pros and cons of each for a couple
of days. I’m not sure what the cost was, but to me at
least protecting ourselves from radiation sounded like
it was the way to go.
About a week later, the lightning rod-fallout shelter

man came back to hear what my parents decided.
My jaw literally dropped. They picked protection

from a God-made event instead of a man-made dis-
aster. They only went with having lightning rods in-
stalled on top of the house.

I was stunned. Tears burned my eyes. Their expla-
nation was, “Who wanted to live in a hole in the
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The Pinney Foundation is once again looking for
worthy non-profit causes to help financially.
Spokesman Dave Milligan says eligible organiza-
tions have until Friday, Oct. 27, to request grant
money – in writing — from the local organization.
Call Milligan at (989) 670-4174 or (989) 872-2937

and he’ll be happy to walk you through the applica-
tion process. 
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Circuit court proceedings

Defendants appear in circuit court last week
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Pair targeted by thieves now
targeted by Sanilac drug team

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Sanilac County couple whose
medical marijuana growing oper-
ation has been the target of thieves
could face charges themselves.

That’s according to Sanilac
County Drug Task Force Director
Jim Johnson, who reported Friday
that drug team officers executed a
search warrant at the couple’s
Maurer Road home in Minden
Township in late September in
order to determine if violations of
the state’s medical marijuana laws
– discovered during a separate
criminal investigation last May –
had been corrected.

“In May investigators observed
violations of medical marijuana
laws at a residential grow site
(while) the drug task force was as-
sisting the Sanilac County Sher-
iff’s Uniform Division on a
breaking and entering complaint

at the same location on Maurer
Road,” Johnson said. “The resi-
dents were advised of the cor-
rected measure needed to be
compliant with the current med-
ical marijuana laws.”

Subsequent investigations re-
sulted in the search warrant offi-
cers served Sept. 28, he noted.

“Drug task force Investigators
found numerous violations —
some of which were previously
found in need of correction and
not done — of the medical mari-
juana laws, including access by
subjects not licensed to handle or
use marijuana, along with a quan-
tity of over 55 pounds of
processed marijuana, much of it
located in a freezer in the living
room of the home,” Johnson said.
He added officers had previously

been involved in criminal investi-
gations at the same location in No-
vember of 2016 after the home
owner/family filed a complaint in-

volving robbery by gunpoint and
the theft of medical marijuana. 

Johnson said the violations dis-
covered Sept. 28 resulted in the
seizure of not only the processed
marijuana, but also of 31 mari-
juana plants along with the grow-
ing equipment used to produce the
marijuana.

“The 62-year-old male resident
and 52-year-old female have not
yet been charged with the related
crimes,” he noted.

Johnson said four other adults
from the Ubly and New Baltimore
areas were found tending plants or
in the growing area and could face
charges of various criminal mari-
juana violations, pending review
by the Sanilac County Prosecu-
tor’s Office and lab analysis re-
ports. “None of these four had any
medical marijuana permits,” he
added.

The case remains under investi-
gation.

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Scott A. Brown, 58, Flint, was
sentenced to 330 days in the
county jail and 60 months proba-
tion following his pleas of no con-
test to charges of operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
and possession of a controlled
substance June 19 in Fremont
Township.
He was also ordered to complete

480 hours of community service
and pay court costs and fines to-
taling $1,426 plus attorneys fees
of $500.
*Derek W. Damm, 25, Caro, was

sentenced to 366 days to 20 years
in prison following his conviction
on a charge of attempted home in-
vasion, first degree, May 3 in
Almer Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

The defendant was also ordered
to pay costs and fines totaling
$258.

*Jeramy J. Pennington, 29,
Millington, was sentenced to 270
days in jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following his pleas of no
contest to charges of possession of
cocaine, heroin or another nar-
cotic (less than 25 grams), and

maintaining a drug house July 11-
12 in Millington Township; and to
interfering with electronic com-
munications and domestic vio-
lence May 16 in Millington
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
The jail time was deferred by the

court, which placed Pennington
on 36 months probation and or-
dered him to pay costs and fines
totaling $2,752 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

Eric M. McWethy, 42, Flint,
pleaded no contest to violating the
Sex Offenders Registration Act,
subsequent offense, by failing to
update his address and/or failing
to report an address where he in-
tended to reside temporarily July
4 in Vassar Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$25,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Daniel M. Gilkerson, 73, Clif-
ford, was sentenced to 30 days in
jail (deferred) and 60 months pro-
bation following his plea of guilty
to operating a motor vehicle while
under influence of liquor, third of-
fense, May 6 in Koylton Town-
ship.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,258.
*Herbert G. Thayer, 48, Milan,

Tenn., pleaded no contest to fail-

ure to pay child support between
July 1, 2004, and Oct. 17, 2005, in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$45,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Duane T. Winchell, 32, Caro,
pleaded guilty to a charge of de-
livery/manufacture of marijuana
Jan. 17 in Mayville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Daniel A. Nichol, 46, Whitte-
more, pleaded guilty to possession
of cocaine, heroin or another nar-
cotic (less than 25 grams), and op-
erating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, June 27 in Reese.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $2,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Melissa M. Sharkey, 37, Caro,
pleaded guilty to delivery/manu-
facture of a controlled substance
(methadone) Sept. 22, 2016, in
Caro. She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$4,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

tionships, and become law abiding, productive and substance free citi-
zens.”
The TRSC is a 15- to 24-month long program with four phases during

which participants must show improvements in behavior, attitudes and
lifestyle changes, as well as demonstrating their commitment to sub-
stance abuse treatment, possible mental health treatment, mandatory
drug testing and 12-step meeting attendance.

Over the course of the program, participants typically spend $4,000
to $5,000 for expenses ranging from substance abuse treatment/coun-
seling to drug testing to transportation along with program fees – an
initial $110 assessment charge and monthly $50 participation fee. 
Martin said the TRSC follows the National Association of Drug Court

Professionals Best Practices as a guide for all aspects of the treatment
court, including how to change behaviors.

“We use incentives for positive behavioral changes and sanctions for
behavior modification when necessary,” she explained. “Intensive court
supervision includes weekly case management meetings and bi-weekly
court review hearings.”

Those meetings, held to review each participant’s progress individu-
ally, are attended by a full support team that includes circuit court Judge
Amy Grace Gierhart, case managers, the program coordinator, assistant
prosecutors, probation/parole officers, jail administrators, treatment
providers, a defense attorney, a mentor coordinator and a 12-step pro-
gram representative.

Continued from page one.

Sobriety court to graduate 13
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

There’s no
going back

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Dr. Renee A. Maurer recently
graduated from Life University
with her chiropractic degree.
Maurer, a 2005 graduate of Ubly
High School, earned her Associ-
ates of Science Degree at Delta
College, Saginaw, in 2008. She
then moved to Atlanta, Ga.,
where she pursued a degree in
chiropractic care. Maurer is the
daughter of Dale and Rachel
Maurer of Snover, and the
granddaughter of Louis and
Rosalie Walsh of Ubly and Bob
and Selma Maurer of Filion.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

Roger Board, displays the
plaque that this restored 1958
Dodge Coronet earned at the re-
cent Mopar Nationals at Colum-
bus, Ohio. The show is for
Chrysler products nationwide.
The Dodge earned third place in
the Antique Class, originals,
which includes all Chrysler cars
25 years or older and drew 3,371
entries. The car earned 73 points
from a possible perfect score of
100 to win the honors. Board
said that the car was completely
restored at his Cass City dealer-
ship by Dave Martin, who han-
dled the mechanical
requirements, and Doug Caister,
who handled the clean-up of the
vehicle.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)

An open house was held Sunday
afternoon at Trinity United
Methodist Church for Katie M.
Mudge in honor of her 90th
birthday. Many relatives and
friends attended the affair, which
was a surprise to Mrs. Mudge.
She was the recipient of flowers
and many gifts. Last Thursday,
she was the guest of her nephew
and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Larry
Hollis and son Rick, for dinner
at the Ubly Heights Country
Club. The former Katie M.
Towle, she was born Sept. 30,
1892, in Canton, Ohio, and at
the age of one came to the farm

The brief loss of my cell phone at one of the busiest airports in the
eastern United States (LaGuardia in Queens, N.Y.) recently
prompted me to think long and hard about the panic that set in
shortly after discovering it was gone – just as I was settling into my
set on a jet that was scheduled to take off about 10 minutes later.
As I reported in this space a couple weeks ago, someone found my

phone and promptly got it back to me courtesy of a Delta Airlines
staffer. God bless ‘em.

Aside from having to spend the money to replace the phone if it
had been gone for good, the first thing that crossed my mind was
the inconvenience of having to start from scratch with a new phone.
But that wasn’t my biggest fear.
Let’s face it, the technology we’ve come to enjoy and rely on when

it comes to instant communication has enslaved us.
Sure, there’s little we can’t accomplish in that arena – right now,

no waiting — with our trusty cell phones, right?
Right. Until we can’t use them, such as when our Internet service

is on the fritz, or the phone dies and we don’t have a charger handy.
Then we’re stuck with – gasp – the old-fashioned telephone. At least
the old rotary dial was replaced with a few push buttons some years
ago, making it easier to place a call, I suppose. Well, not really.

Unlike many young people these days, I also have a working
knowledge of something known as a phone book.

But who would I call?
With the exception of a few numbers (the local schools, library,

post office, etc.), I rarely pick up a phone book to search for a num-
ber for an area business. After all, isn’t that what Google and GPS
are for? Besides, how many folks do you know that still have a land-
line you can search for in a local or county directory?

Probably the same people who still unfold a paper atlas before
heading out on a road trip.
The truth is, I haven’t memorized a phone number in years, because

I haven’t had the need. Like most professionals, I have access to a
slew of cell phone numbers – most of them stored in my phone be-
cause I use them regularly on the job – and they’re all as close as a
tap or two on my phone screen.

I can’t imagine ever going back to landlines and phone books.
That’s the trap of technology, however. I mean, I can’t begin to tally
up the time I saved once I bought my first cell phone, compared to
the old dial-and-hope-for-the-best handset setting on my desk back
in the day.

The time savings multiplied when I jumped at the chance to get
acquainted with a smartphone (okay, so it took my wife 10 years to
convince me to give up my dandy flip phone. Don’t judge).

The same goes at the Chronicle after we completed the transition
to digital production from laying out the paper on dummy sheets
with hot wax, hard copy and scissors. Thankfully, it took me slightly
less than 10 years to get on board with that major change.

Of course, now we’re at the mercy of computers and the Internet
to get the paper published each week, but it still beats physically de-
livering pages to a printer.
Like computers and the Internet, cell phone technology is amazing,

too, as long as it works.
And for as long as you can hang on to your phone.

E5 Frank Mosher, who was sta-
tioned at Vietnam. Sgt. Mosher
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Mosher of Cass City.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

A lovely wedding took place in
St. Edward’s Catholic Church at
Kinde Tuesday morning when
Mrs. Amelia Chapdelaine of
Kinde, daughter of Louis N.
Mosseau of Kinde, and Samuel
E. Meagher of Cass City, son of
Mrs. Gertrude Meagher, of
Kinde were united in marriage.
Rev. John Nagle, pastor, read the
service.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Lepla
were surprised Sunday when
twenty of their relatives, carry-
ing well-filled baskets, came to
take dinner with them. The occa-
sion was Mr. Lepla’s 70th birth-
day. Those present were Mr. and
Mrs. Wm. Lepla and family, Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Lepla and fam-
ily, Mr. and Mrs. Sin Bardwell
and family, Mr. and Mrs.
Howard Klinkman and family,
Mrs. Geo. Barnes and Ernest
Barnes; After the dinner, Mr.
Lepla was presented with a pair
of warm gloves, to which he re-
sponded wishing each one pres-
ent a long life and as good health
as he enjoys.

in Evergreen Township with her
parents, which has been her
home since.
40
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Thompson of
Sandusky announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Linda, to
James Brown, son of Mr. and
Mrs. James T. Brown, of Snover.
Miss Thompson is a 1976 grad-
uate of Ferris State College. Her
fiancé is a 1973 graduate of San-
dusky High School. The couple
will be married in March 1978.
He is the grandson of Glenn E.
Churchill and the late Jennie
Marie Churchill.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

Army Private John R. Gibson
Jr., 18, son of Mr. and Mrs. John
R. Gibson of Pontiac, completed
nine weeks of advanced infantry
training Sept. 8 at Fort Gordon,
Ga. His last week of training
was spent in guerrilla warfare
exercises. During his guerrilla
training, he lived under simu-
lated Vietnam conditions for five
days. He was taught methods of
removing booby traps, setting
ambushes and avoiding enemy
ambushes. His wife Sue lives on
Route 1, Ubly.

The award of the Good Con-
duct Medal for exemplary be-
havior, efficiency and fidelity,
for the period August 1964 to
August 1967, was made to Sgt.
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies have been busy polishing their life-saving

skills. “Benjamin Franklin once said, ‘failing to plan is planning to fail’, so it is our

annual first-aid/CPR/AED training,” explained Sheriff Glen Skrent, who noted the

training also covers self-rescues, severe bleeding control and tourniquet use. (Photo

courtesy of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department)

program coordinator for what will be known as the 54th Circuit Mental
Health Court.

“This award is made possible through the dedication and devotion to
the community by our chief judge, Amy Gierhart, and through the co-
operation of Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems (TBHS),” Caister
added. “The new mental health court (MHC) will work closely along-
side TBHS in this venture to plan and develop a program that will im-
prove the safety, health, and outcomes of those in our community.”
Caister noted the $24,500 in funding represents “a planning grant with

an option to become a fully functioning court for the remaining three
months of the 2018 fiscal year.

“With the cooperation of TBHS, the MHC will develop a working
treatment court program for an adult mental health population that will
hopefully serve eight to 10 individuals through the circuit court,” she
explained.

While a number of details must still be worked out in the coming
months – projecting the long-term cost of and funding for the program,
for example – Caister said the initiative will focus on the court’s part-
nership with TBHS, which will be providing counseling and case man-
agement services to individuals who are accepted into the program due
to their involvement in various felony crimes.

“The initial goal,” she said, “is to help those who have mental health
concerns (and) are getting into trouble.”
Mental health courts in Michigan have been established since the late

2000s, according to the SCAO, which funded eight pilot mental health
court programs from fiscal year 2009 through fiscal year 2013.

In 2014, mental health courts expanded, totaling 20 active programs
(17 adult and three juvenile), with several other jurisdictions in the plan-
ning stages.

Mental health court programs have reported favorable outcomes, ac-
cording to SCAO officials, citing the Michigan Problem-Solving Courts
Performance and Outcomes Report.

In addition, mental health court participants had a lower recidivism
(repeat offense) rate 12 months after admission into the program, com-
pared to comparison group members.  The recidivism rate for the mental
health court participants was four percent, compared to a recidivism
rate for the comparison group of 22 percent.
Mental health courts are modeled after drug courts and were developed

in response to the overrepresentation of people with mental illnesses in
the criminal justice system.  Mental health court diverts select defen-
dants with mental illness into judicially-supervised, community-based
treatment.  
Defendants are invited to participate following a specialized screening

and assessment, and they may choose to decline participation.  For those
who agree to the terms and conditions of community-based supervision,
a team of court staff and mental health professionals work together to
develop treatment plans and supervise participants in the community.

Tuscola County’s trial courts along with those in Huron and Sanilac
counties entered into a partnership in 2013 to establish another prob-
lem-solving court — the Thumb Regional Sobriety Court — which uti-
lizes a similar approach in providing assistance to repeat offenders
convicted of alcohol- and drug-related driving offenses. The goal is to
provide support that enables eligible defendants to overcome their ad-
dictions.

Continued from page one.

MSP post in Caro
to launch “Angel
Program” Nov. 1

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Starting next month, anyone struggling with drug or alcohol addiction
– and who wants to seek help – will find a listening ear and a helping
hand at the Michigan State Police (MSP) post in Caro.
In an effort to assist people struggling with addiction and reduce drug

demand, the MSP has joined with nearly 200 police departments na-
tionwide in the Angel Program, a pre-arrest diversion program that en-
ables addicts to walk into a state police post and ask for help without
fearing arrest or investigation.
It’s a different approach to a serious problem, an approach that targets

vital treatment and compassion – rather than punishment – for people
battling addictions, according to Community Service Trooper Mark
Swales, who works out of the Caro post. 

In the Thumb, the Angel Program will kick off Nov. 1 in the MSP
Third District, which includes Caro as well as the Lapeer, Flint, Tri-
City and West Branch posts.
Swales is recruiting volunteers interested in providing support to par-

ticipants, including transportation to treatment.
Volunteers must complete an application, available from the post, and

undergo training. They also must have reliable transportation, a valid
driver’s license and live within one hour of the post, among other re-
quirements.
The Angel Program, which is supported by the Police Assisted Addic-

tion and Recovery Initiative (PAARI), was originally developed by the
Gloucester (Massachusetts) Police Department in 2015 as a way to fight
the war on drugs by doing something about the demand – not just the
supply. The department’s plan was to assist drug addicts who seek help
by placing them in a recovery program rather than face arrest and jail
time.  
Today, Swales said, the MSP has adopted that concept and is working

to expand availability of the program across the state.
He explained the Angel Program will allow individuals struggling with

drug addiction to walk into the MSP Caro post during regular business
hours – Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. — and ask for help.
They can also surrender drugs or drug paraphernalia at the post without
fear of arrest, he said.
Swales acknowledged, however, that participation in the program does

not nullify any valid arrest warrants that may be outstanding for indi-
viduals seeking help. In those cases, the prospective participant would
face arrest.
Swales said he has no doubts about the need for the Angel Program in

the Thumb, given the epidemic of addiction – especially involving
heroin and opioids – that officials have seen destroy and end too many
lives in the region. “There’s a need for it, but (it’s) really statewide and
nationwide – this is a problem everyone is struggling with.”
In Michigan, overdose deaths are up 14 percent since 2013 throughout

the state, where an estimated 21 million opioid prescriptions were filled
in 2014 alone.

Swales indicated the Angel Program provides a specific path to po-
tential recovery. 

“Addicts (seeking help) don’t know where to go or what to do,” he
said, adding participants, if accepted into the program, will be guided
through a professional substance abuse assessment and intake process
to ensure proper treatment placement.
An “Angel” volunteer, who is a member of the local community, will

be present to support these individuals during the process – by listening
to and engaging participants, providing resources and encouragement,
and assisting with program paperwork — and to provide transportation
to the identified treatment center.

Editor’s note: More information about the Angel Program and the
process involved in becoming a volunteer is available by calling the
Caro post at (989) 673-2156.

County receives grant for new court

Continued from page one.

Diva Disposal closes, townships scramble

idents took their trash to a waiting
truck, which then took the trash to
a landfill.
While Columbia and Indianfields

townships are now working with

CASS CITY Junior-Senior High School has a whopping 11 foreign exchange students

this year. The students and their home countries are (front row, from left) Nina

Petrushkova, Tajikistan; Diana Bizhanova, Kazakhstan; Carolina Denadae, Brazil;

Aizhamal Nurdoolot Kyzy, Kyrgyzstan; Bruna Cachel, Brazil; Daler Qosimov, Tajik-

istan; (back row, from left) Anna-Lena Domer, Germany; Catalin David, Romania;

Pavel Gordok, Kazakhstan; Jaana Knuppertz, Germany; and Artur Bakytbekov,

Kyrgyzstan.

Emterra for their trash removal
services, three of the other Tus-
cola County townships – Novesta,
Almer and Fairgrove, have con-
tracted with Republic Services, a
nationwide waste company. Offi-
cials in Kingston Township and

the village of Kingston are still in
the process of finding a new con-
tractor.
The service to Unionville Village

residents has not been impacted
because the village already con-
tracts with Emterra.
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CONSUMER ALERT
Families of St. Clair County 

& Surrounding Areas
Out-of-town funeral homes and cremation 
“societies” are suddenly and aggressively 
marketing discount cremation in your area. 

Families are 
asking...  

Will I save money by 
joining a cremation or 
memorial society?

Cremation or memorial “societies” in Michigan are 
largely for-pro�t business brands of funeral homes. 
Membership fees are unnecessary.

�e intent of this consumer alert is to assist the community in making 
informed decisions.

More Questions? More Answers.  
Call your local Funeral Director 
or visit pollockrandall.com/consumeralert 
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News briefs

Snyder appoints prosecutor
CARO – Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder recently announced the appoint-
ment of Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene to the Michigan In-
telligence Operations Center (MIOC) for Homeland Security Advisory
Board.

The 11-member advisory board makes
recommendations regarding the MIOC’s
privacy policy and management policies
and procedures. The MIOC collects, eval-
uates, organizes and analyzes information
and intelligence, passing it along to the
proper public safety agencies to identify
and address safety and security threats to
the state.

“I thank Mark for his commitment to
keeping Michigan safe and secure. I am
confident his background will be a positive
asset to this board,” Snyder said.
Reene, who will serve a four-year term ex-

piring April 11, 2021, recently completed a one-year term in the role of
president of the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan
(PAAM).
He joined the Tuscola County Prosecutor’s Office in 1993, serving as

an assistant prosecuting attorney through 1997, when he was named
chief assistant prosecutor in 2000.
Reene was elected the Tuscola County prosecutor in 2001 and is cur-

rently in his fifth term in office.

MAEAP farms are recognized
THUMB — The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment’s Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program
(MAEAP) recognized 76 farms, including some from the Thumb, for
implementing appropriate pollution prevention practices.
Among those farms recognized were: Peter Shupe Farm of Bad Axe;

Depcinski Farms, LLC of Cass City; Roto-Z Dairy, LLC of Snover; and
Mar-Ray Farm of Unionville.
MAEAP is a multi-year program allowing producers to meet personal

objectives, while best managing both time and resources. The program
encompasses four systems designed to help producers evaluate the en-
vironmental risks of their operation.
The program assists farmers to comply with state and federal environ-

mental regulations and with Right to Farm practices. Technical assis-
tance was provided by local Conservation Districts. 

Wage increase coming in ‘18
MICHIGAN — Starting the first of the year, minimum wage workers
will earn a little more.
The state’s minimum wage will increase to $9.25 per hour from $8.90

per hour Jan. 1, 2018. The wage change is part of the Workforce Op-
portunity Wage Act, Public Act 138 of 2014 (Act 138).

In addition, the act provides for a “youth training wage.” Under the
change, an employer will pay a newly hired employee ages 16 to 19
$4.25 per hour for the first 90 days of employment.

The act allows an employer to pay 85 percent of the minimum wage
to employees ages 16 and 17. That rate is $7.57 per hour and will in-
crease on Jan. 1, 2018, to $7.86.

DNR approves wildlife grants
MICHIGAN — The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) recently awarded $998,000 worth of Wildlife Habitat Grants.

Among those awarded was the Fish Point Wildlife Association, in
northwestern Tuscola County. The association received $116,500.
The grant money went to various conservation organizations, units of

government, landowners and nonprofit organizations for projects to be
completed by Sept. 30, 2019. Funded projects include enhancement of
large wetland complexes, winter deer complexes, mast-producing food
sources, forest openings, oak savanna and small game habitat.

“Made in Thumb” event on tap
CARO – The third annual Fall into Made in the Thumb Exposition will
be held this month at the Polish American Club on M-24, just south of
Caro.
The event, presented by the Mayville Lions Club, is set for Saturday,

Oct. 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and the public is encouraged to attend
and meet and buy directly from up-and-coming entrepreneurs from the
Thumb community.

The event is free. More information is available by visiting the orga-
nization’s Facebook page at Made in the Thumb Entrepreneurs Show-
case.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Mark Reene

The 12th annual Tuscola County Human Services Community Expo
is being held October 12, from 10-1:30 p.m. at Colwood United
Brethren Church, 1840 Colwood Rd. Caro. 

The purpose of the Expo is to provide all area residents with an op-
portunity to learn about the local agencies and organizations. There will
be a free food giveaway, but in order to qualify you must visit the ex-
hibitor booths and complete an evaluation form at the exit. Lunch is
also free and includes soup, sandwich and an assortment of other finger
foods.  

There are many prizes and goodie bags to give away, new this year
are goodie bags for children ages 2-6. Cost is free.  

For more information please contact Rachel Koepf at 989-673-2144
Ext.30325, or greatstarttuscola@gmail.org.

Community expo on
tap Thursday in Caro

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $22/year ~ Call 872-2010

IN KEEPING WITH tradition, area youngsters decorated dozens of

pumpkins for display on the courthouse lawn for this year’s Tuscola

County Pumpkin Festival, but they were all briefly dwarfed by Caro res-

ident Dan Orton’s monster pumpkin (above), which weighed a reported

985 pounds.

Jury exonerates doc after 4-week trial

University of Michigan Medical
Center.
The Tuscola County Prosecutor’s

Office charged Oesterling with
running a criminal enterprise, five
counts of delivery of a Schedule 2
controlled substance, and main-
taining a drug building. If con-
victed, he could have faced up to
30 years in prison.

Earlier this year, Tuscola County
Prosecutor Mark E. Reene an-
nounced Oesterling’s arrest had
capped a probe lasting more than
seven months, conducted by the
federal Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA) Tactical Diversion
Squad and the Thumb Narcotics
Unit into alleged over-prescribing
practices at the doctor’s clinics in
Caro, Saginaw and Mount Pleas-
ant.
Oesterling specializes in urology,

and the allegations included what
Reene described as the alleged
“massive over-prescribing of such
substances as Norco (hy-
drocodone), methadone, amphet-
amines, phentermine, oxycodone
and alprazolam (Xanax).”

Continued from page one. Reene said the investigation was
initially sparked by reports of sus-
picious activity reported by local
pharmacists in the Tuscola County
area regarding certain medical
professionals who were believed
to be over-prescribing medica-
tions to patients.
Oesterling became the focus of a

multi-county investigation that
came to a head in late October,
with law enforcement officers ex-
ecuting several search warrants at
multiple locations, including clin-
ics, related to Oesterling and his
practice.  At that time police
seized multiple electronic records,
controlled substances and finan-
cial records.
The Tuscola County Prosecutor’s

Office also instituted a civil forfei-
ture proceeding involving multi-
ple items of personal and real
property belonging to the physi-
cian, whose license to practice
medicine was suspending pending
a formal administrative hearing.

Oesterling’s practice included
working out of the Caro Medical
Group, 206 Montague Ave., in
Caro, formerly known as Caro
Family Physicians P.C.

When he joined Caro Family
Physicians P.C. in the fall of 2014,
the practice introduced him to the
community via a Facebook post
that described him as “a world-
renown urologist with more than
30 years of clinical and research
experience.

“He (Oesterling) trained at John
Hopkins University in Baltimore,
Md., before joining the staff at the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.
After serving as the chairman of
urology at the University of
Michigan for five years, he came
to the Saginaw community and
joined a practice with Dr. Joseph
Aquilina in 1998,” the post read.

“Dr. Oesterling is the urologist
who discovered the prostate can-
cer tumor marker, prostate-spe-
cific antigen (PSA), and has
conducted extensive research in
defining the role of PSA in the di-
agnosis and treatment of prostate
cancer. He has lectured at numer-
ous universities across the United
States and has traveled to more
than 75 countries teaching urolo-
gists about the latest advance-
ments in the diagnosis and
management of diseases related to
the urinary tract.”
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