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THE BEAN harvest is underway in the Thumb area. Because of the

nice weather, farmers have been busy getting the crop in, and they

will soon be moving on to harvest corn.

Fall harvest underway in the Thumb...

EFFORTS ARE underway to save the old store at

the intersection of Colwood and Kilmanagh roads

that once served the thriving community of Kil-

managh. A Go-Fund Me account at http://go-

fundme.com/kilmanaghstore has been set up to help

pay for the restoration of the store, which is esti-

mated to be more than 130 years old.

Burning ban now in effect

Tuscola County’s fire chiefs is-
sued a burning ban last week.

Fairgrove Fire Chief Douglas
Young, who also serves as presi-

dent of the Tuscola County Fire
Chiefs’ Association, announced
the decision Tuesday.

“With the extremely dry condi-
tions, warm temperatures and the
small percentage of possible rain
fall in the future, please be ad-
vised that until further notice, Tus-
cola County will have a
countywide burn ban in effect,”

Young said.
He noted the local fire chiefs’ as-

sociation was acting under author-
ity of the Michigan Fire
Prevention Act of 1941, which al-
lows for a commanding officer of
local fire departments to “take all
necessary steps and prescribe all
necessary restrictions and require-
ments to protect persons and prop-
erty until the dangerous condition
is abated.”

“No burn permits will be issued
until the area receives a substan-
tial rainfall,” Young said. “Small
campfires, and charcoal and
propane grilling is still permitted
as long as they are attended and
when done, the embers must be
extinguished completely. No other
outdoor burning is permitted.”
More information is available by

contacting your local fire chief.

Pumpkin Festival set Oct. 5-8
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Organizers are gearing up for an
annual celebration of fall in Tus-
cola County.
The 2017 Tuscola County Pump-

kin Festival is slated for Thursday
through Sunday, Oct. 5 to 8, and
this year’s event will offer resi-
dents some new features centering
on animals.

“There will be a new event for
dogs. They will be judged on the
cutest, the best trick, and the best
dressed,” explained festival Sec-
retary Wendy Jacot. “The theme
for this year’s festival is ‘the cir-
cus,’ and we are trying to get some
circus animals to be part of the
event.”

On Thursday, hundreds of deco-
rated pumpkins will be dropped
off at the Tuscola County Court-

house lawn, and sales of the
event’s famous pumpkin pie will
get underway. Pies will be avail-
able on Sherman Street, at the
Tuscola County Fairgrounds and
at Family Video.

Also on Thursday is the crown-
ing of the prince and princess at
6:30 p.m., followed by a pie eat-
ing contest.

The pumpkin festival is a four-
day event with several activities
located in downtown Caro and
also at the Tuscola County Fair-
grounds. Because events are in
two different locations, Thum-
body express will be hosting a
shuttle from the sheriff’s depart-
ment on Court Street to the fair-
grounds from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday.

On Friday and Saturday, there
will be dozens of arts and craft
vendors on sidewalks along M-81
and at the fairgrounds. And on
Saturday at 6:30 p.m., there will
be a wing eating contest and a eu-
chre tournament, both at the
Brentwood, as well as a “home-
town idol” competition at 7:30
p.m. at the fairgrounds.

On Saturday, the Thumb Area
Tail Waggers 4-H Club will put on
a show at 3 p.m., and the Flyin’
Frisbee Dogs will put on shows at
1 and 3 p.m. at the fairgrounds.
There will be a car and bike show
downtown, a free children’s
movie at the Strand Theatre, and
fireworks at dusk.

Please turn to page 4.

Schools could lose
big energy savings
in MPSC dispute

MSP Caro post to host
anniversary open house

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

For the last few months, the
Michigan State Police (MSP) has
been celebrating its centennial an-
niversary.

In conjunction with the obser-
vance, there will be an open house
at the MSP post in Caro Saturday,
Oct. 7.
As part of the centennial celebra-

tion, the look of some of the fa-
miliar MSP items was changed to
commemorate the anniversary.
Troopers are once again wearing

round doughboy-style hats. In-
stead of the traditional bill-
brimmed hat, troopers are wearing
a round hats called “campaign
hats.”
Also, there are now some black
and gold patrol cruisers to go
along with the standard MSP blue
patrol units.

The Caro Post has one of those
cruisers that is modeled after the
1937 cruisers in honor of the an-
niversary of the agency’s found-
ing.

The original purpose of what
eventually became the Michigan

Please turn to page 2.

Preserving the past

Effort underway to restore,
preserve Kilmanagh store

Deford man is

among suspects

in damage spree

Please turn to page 2.

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A host of Michigan schools, including the Cass City Public Schools,
could each lose thousands of dollars in energy savings over a dispute
involving a utility law passed by Michigan lawmakers late last year.

The Michigan Schools Energy Cooperative (MISEC), a coalition of
325 public school districts, is continuing to monitor the dispute between
the state Legislature and the Michigan Public Service Commission
(MPSC) over the controversial utility rule. MISEC officials say they’re
concerned the MPSC is determined to overrule the intention of legisla-
tors. 

The MPSC recently moved forward with its desire to implement a
“local clearing requirement” that forces alternative energy suppliers to
generate some or all of their energy in Michigan by 2022, a significant
departure from bi-partisan legislation passed at the close of the 2016
legislative session, according to Ray Telman, secretary/treasurer of the
MISEC.

Removal of the local clearing requirement – or LCR – was a critical
reason the bill passed the State House and Senate.
“As long as the in-state requirement remained in the draft legislation,

House leaders couldn’t cobble enough votes to pass the bills. Many Re-
publican House members, who supported electricity choice in Michi-
gan, recognized that leaving an in-state generation requirement in the
law would effectively kill off Michigan’s choice market. Therefore, they
opposed leaving it in the final bill,” Jason Hayes, director of environ-
mental policy for the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, stated in a re-
cent blog addressing the issue.
“While the MPSC voted unanimously to proceed with a local clearing

requirement, the decision to delay its implementation maintains the
electric choice market and allows the Legislature to clarify the language
and intent of the new energy law relative to the LCR,” said Gene Pierce,
MISEC president and superintendent of the Tuscola Intermediate
School District.

“We’re concerned that the MPSC is attempting to circumvent state
lawmakers purposefully, despite the negotiated compromise agreements
reached in the final hours on the bill last year,” Pierce said.
He added the MISEC will continue to work with House Energy Chair-

Please turn to page 16.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Efforts are underway to save the last vestige of the once thriving com-
munity of Kilmanagh with donations being collected via a Go-Fund Me
account.

The abandoned store at the intersection of Colwood and Kilmanagh
roads is a focal point because of its unique design from bygone days.
It is estimated the store at 9500 Kilmanagh Rd. is over 130 years old.

It has been photographed and painted many times because the storefront
is so unique.

“Overall, considering its age, it is in pretty good shape, but it needs
work to save it. The porch and the front parapet need the most work.
The porch’s foundation has failed. They have rotted away from age.
Most of the windows were broken over the years from vandals,” said
Tim Voss, whose brother, Tom Voss, owns the building.

“But, it is still a great building with a lot of history. We are trying to
save it.
“Our current goal is to stabilize the structure, and make it weather tight

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies arrested a pair of sus-
pects, including a Deford man,
while investigating a malicious
destruction of property complaint
in Marlette Township Thursday
night.

Deputies were dispatched to an
area in the 6000 block of West
Marlette Road at about 10:15 p.m.
after a resident called 911 regard-
ing individuals they believed were
shooting at their residence. The
caller also told police that the oc-
cupants in the suspect vehicle
were shining spotlights and
headed southbound on Butler
Road.
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State Police was “homeland secu-
rity”.

Michigan’s homeland security
started 100 years ago during
World War I. On April 19, 1916,
the Michigan State Troops Perma-
nent Force of mounted units and
dismounted units was created and
named the Michigan State Con-
stabulary.

The “mounted” aspect of the
original name of the unit meant
riding horses and dismounted
meant using motor vehicles. Be-
fore the MSP post relocated to its
7,546-square foot facility on M-
24 in 2000, the former post that
was later torn down on Millwood
Street started out as a carriage fac-
tory and stable in the 1900s.

The late Gov. Albert Sleeper,
who was originally from Ca-
seville, was chairman of the “War
Preparedness Board.” He created
the constabulary for domestic se-
curity with Public Act 53 of 1917.

The constabulary’s job was to
guard war production facilities
and also to enforce the liquor traf-
ficking laws back during prohibi-
tion.

Because Sleeper was impressed
with the constabulary’s perform-
ance, he and lawmakers perma-
nently established the Department
of Michigan State Police with P.A.
26 on March 27, 1919.

Back then, the fledgling MSP

Continued from page one.

State police open house set this weekend
had four mounted troops who
were each assigned responsibili-
ties for a section of the state. They
had full authority to enforce traf-
fic, conduct criminal investiga-
tion, enforce prohibition laws, and
patrol rural areas.

Then in 1921, the MSP became
the uniform division of the De-
partment of Public Safety, and
also assumed the duties of the for-
mer state oil inspector, state fire
marshal, transferring prison in-
mates, and the prohibition section
of the Michigan Food and Drug

Department, according to the
MSP history.

The MSP has undergone a num-
ber of changes over the years,
starting with evolving from a tem-
porary agency for homeland secu-
rity during the “war that would
end all wars”. The agency shifted
from utilizing horses to motorcy-
cles and roadster-era vehicles for
patrols. MSP cruisers now have
computers, which make them a
traveling office, and the depart-
ment’s forensic investigation tools
and training are state-of-the-art.

Continued from page one.

“The caller was able to give an accurate description of the vehicle as
being a four-door Jeep Wrangler. Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies,
Marlette police and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) were
dispatched to the area,” said Sgt. Michael Moore of the sheriff’s depart-
ment.
“Deputy Ken Crash was able to locate the suspect vehicle in question

about two miles away,” added Moore, who said the deputy stopped the
vehicle and identified the occupants as a 31-year-old Deford man and
a 30-year-old Coleman resident.

“During the course of the investigation, loaded firearms, hundreds of
rounds of ammunition and a spotlight were located in the vehicle,”
Moore reported. “Multiple traffic signs in the area were also found to
be damaged from bullet holes.’

Both subjects, whose names have not been released pending formal
arraignment, were arrested and lodged at the Sanilac County Jail. They
are expected to be charged with multiple counts ranging from conser-
vation violations to property damage.

Area man suspect in damage spree
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Three lucky Michigan Lottery players are headed
to Las Vegas to take part in the “BILLION DOLLAR
CHALLENGE” after winning the “GOLDEN
TICKET” second chance drawing. Among the lucky
winners is Kristina Russell, of Cass City.
Russell will have the opportunity to play the “BIL-

LION DOLAR CHALLENGE” and a chance to win
up to $1 billion.  Russell and a guest will also receive
deluxe hotel accommodations for four days and three
nights, round-trip airfare for two, ground transporta-
tion to and from Las Vegas airport and hotel, and
$1,000 spending money.
Best of luck!

**********   

Ronnie McDowell – the voice of Elvis – will head-
line the Tuscola County Sheriff Department Mounted
Division 2017 country music concert Saturday, Nov.
4, 2017 at the Caro High School.

McDowell took the music world by storm in 1977
when he wrote and sang “The King Is Gone”, still to
this day the #1 tribute to Elvis Presley. McDowell
has been the chosen voice of Elvis in dozens of
movies and television shows since the king’s death
in 1977. McDowell’s career also included such hits
as “Older Women’, “You’re Gonna Ruin My Bad
Reputation” and “Watchin Girls Go By”.

Tickets for the 7:00 P.M. show are $18.00 in ad-
vance or $23.00 at the door. The special family ticket
for mom, dad, and all the kids, is only $45.00. For
tickets and concert information please call the ticket
hotline at (989) 673-3360.

**********   

Thumb National Bank is hosting a Thumb Quilt
Trail reception today (Wednesday, October 4th) from
3 p.m. until 5 p.m. in the Cass City office.  Several
of Terry Klein’s Quilt Barn photographs will be
showcased.
Bank officials invite the public to stop-in and enjoy
some of the area’s most beautiful pieces of artwork.
Refreshments will be served. 

**********  

Everyone who joins the Arbor Day Foundation in
October will receive five free crape myrtle trees or
10 free autumn classics selected for your area. The
10 autumn classics include: two sugar maples, two
red maples, and one each of scarlet oak, sweetgum,
northern red oak, silver maple, white flowering dog-
wood, and Washington hawthorn.

The free trees are part of the nonprofit Arbor Day
Foundation’s Trees for America campaign, a pro-
gram dedicated to environmental stewardship
through the planting of trees.

“Members will especially enjoy these trees during
the autumn months because they’ll add abundant, vi-
brant color to any yard or landscape for years to
come,” said Matt Harris, chief executive of the Arbor
Day Foundation.
The trees will be shipped postpaid at the right time

for planting, between Nov. 1 and Dec. 10. The 6- to
12-inch trees are guaranteed to grow or they will be
replaced free of charge. Planting instructions will be
enclosed with each shipment of trees.
To receive your free trees, send a $10 membership

contribution with your tree selection to Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE
68410, by October 31, 2017, or join online at arbor-
day.org/october.
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State can afford
an income tax cut

Guest editorial
By James M. Hohman
Director of fiscal policy

Mackinac Center for Public Policy

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder is content with a 4.25 per-
cent state income tax rate, and the Legislature lacks the
votes for even a small tax cut. But 2018 will be Snyder’s
last year in office, and every seat in the state House and
Senate will be on the ballot.

Whether taxpayers get any relief, then, appears to be
in the hands of voters in next year’s primary and gen-
eral elections.
A modest state income tax cut should be popular. After

all, state government can afford to take less, and tax re-
lief was promised to voters by a previous class of Lans-
ing politicians.

In 2007, then-Gov. Jennifer Granholm raised the in-
come tax from 3.9 percent to 4.35 percent with a ma-
jority of votes in the Republican-controlled Senate and
Democratic-controlled House. Included in the law au-
thorizing the tax hike was a scheduled rollback to the
previous 3.9 percent rate.

But in 2011, Granholm and the Legislature repealed
that provision, delivering instead a tax cut of a mere
one-tenth of one percent, taking the rate to the current
4.25 percent.
Since then, a better economy and an array of reforms

have meant a steady increase in the amount of money
rolling into the state treasury.

Economic growth means Michigan taxpayers are
sending $6.9 billion more to Lansing than they did in
2010. That 27.3 percent increase is double the rate of
inflation.

Michigan can afford an income tax cut.
A rate reduction might not even cost state government

a dime.
Here’s why: projected increases in state revenue.

Those increases are expected to be $2.1 billion higher
four years from now — a 9.3 percent increase. Using
just half that increase would be enough to bring the in-
come tax rate back down to 3.9 percent.

Pro-growth policies and a better economy are also
pulling some people out of poverty.

Fewer people are receiving government assistance,
with the state’s welfare population down 75 percent in
the past five years. Fewer people need food stamps, day
care subsidies and related programs.

Nevertheless, Lansing politicians keep finding new
ways to spend. Handouts and tax breaks for some fa-
vored corporations and developers will redistribute
$884 million from Michigan taxpayers this year. There
is no evidence this benefits the state, while history
shows that an across-the-board cut in the income tax
almost surely would stimulate growth.

Michigan families and small businesses deserve to
keep more of their hard-earned income rather than keep
handing it over to an already well-fed state government.
Whether they get to keep more may be up to voters in

2018 when they send their messages to legislators in
the August primaries and the November general elec-
tion.

(USPS 092-00)

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)
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Even though I raised to sons, I never considered my-
self as being overly maternal. I did the standard care
when they had the flu and colds. I was there when
they had stitches put in and taken out, and even
helped them through when they had broken hearts.

Watching them deal with a broken heart was the
worst. It’s the kind of hurt that a Band-Aid or a
mother’s hug cannot help.

Before girls, the first unfixable broken heart was
when a pet died. Years ago, I kept a pet store in op-
eration by constantly buying goldfish to keep one
son’s tears at bay because we couldn’t seem to keep
his bowl buddy alive.

I believe goldfish have a death wish. Somehow
Goldie could manage to leap out of his bowl, or go
belly up at the blink of an eye.
Then, there was the time when their puppy escaped

from the house and was immediately run over on the
road in front of them. That was a very hard time.

The main pet of the family has always been a dog,
but for some reason my son strayed from the tried-
and-true pet when he brought home an iguana. I like
scruffy dogs. You can pet and cuddle them. I see no
future in a lumpy lizard named Ziggy.

The little green creature and I reached an uneasy
truce in tolerating each other. He stayed in my son’s
room and I had the rest of the house.
Lizards have to be kept warm. Jason went on vaca-

tion for about 10 days, so of course that was when
Ziggy got sick. Because I didn’t want him dying on
my watch, I used an oven mitt to feed him and drip
water down him.

He was hardly breathing. I had some lessons years
ago on CPR. Then I thought, “Oh, hell no!” This
thing doesn’t even have lips. A mother’s duties only
go so far, and lizard resuscitation is way above and
beyond.

Although Ziggy recovered, he died a few months
later under my son’s care.

Just when I thought it was safe to have the run of
the house again, he brought home a ferret. At least
that had fur, but I wasn’t impressed. The weasel thing
was kept in a cage. Things went pretty good for sev-
eral months, but then…It tried to kill me.
Somehow the rodent got out. I only noticed it when

it ran over my feet when I was getting ready for
work.
I wore two oven mitts trying to catch it to put it back

in the cage, but all it did was play hide and seek.
While I was looking for it, the weasel thing would
jump out, get up on its hind legs, and wave its paws.
I’m positive to this day, it was thinking, “I’ll get you,
my pretty!”

I gave up before I was ferret fodder, and went to
work. I left the door to its cage open.

When I came home that night, it was back in its
cage. I slammed the door shut and put every heavy
book on it I could find.

The equestrian team
deserves our praise

Editor,

We would like to congratulate our Cass City High
School Equestrian Team — Danika Focken and
Casey Marz — for recently qualifying to compete in
the regional competition held in Midland Sept. 30
and Oct 1. 

Because there are few young people skilled in the
art of horseback riding today, this sport is not widely
acknowledged by some communities.  But the same
responsibility and dedication that is found in football,
baseball, basketball and track, etc., is also a contribut-
ing factor in equestrian competition, not to mention
the compassion necessary to care for their animals.
As in all of the other sports, the experience gained

through this competition is invaluable.
The participation of the parents — including the

cost of the horses and the equipment, which is sub-
stantial, and the transportation to these events —
should also be highly commended.  The team and
their parents have been working very hard to collect
returnable bottles and cans in addition to cash dona-
tions to help cover some of the costs necessary to
compete at this level.

Please turn to page 16.
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DEPUTIES REPORTED a Deckerville man helped save the lives of a child

along with other passengers following a two-vehicle collision that caused one

of the vehicles to erupt in flames last week in Sanilac County’s Marion Town-

ship.

Man credited with helping to save
lives following two-vehicle crash 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Deckerville man is credited
with saving the lives of a child and
other passengers in two vehicles
that collided, causing one of the
vehicles to burst into flames, last
week in Sanilac County’s Marion
Township.

Sgt. Ron DuBois of the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department re-
ported the crash at the intersection
of Maple Grove and Deckerville
roads was reported at about 12:30
p.m.

“The caller reported multiple
people with injuries, including a
baby, and a vehicle on fire,”
DuBois said. “Thirty-five-year-
old Aaron Puzan of Deckerville
arrived on scene quickly and dis-
covered a three-year-old trapped
inside of a vehicle,” DuBois said.
“With the first vehicle on fire and
the second vehicle very close,
Aaron decided he must get the
people out.”

Puzan was able to free the
trapped child and help the other
occupants get away from the fire,
according to the sergeant, who
noted the driver of the vehicle on
fire was able to get out on her
own, with some local residents
helping her out of harm’s way.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene along with Deckerville po-
lice and fire fighters, and all four
Sanilac EMS ambulances. “They
began rendering aid to the injured
and putting out the fully-engulfed
vehicle. Responders quickly es-
tablished all occupants were out of
the vehicles,” DuBois reported.
A FlightCare helicopter landed at

the scene and transported the child
to Covenant Hospital in Saginaw,
while the other three occupants
were transported by ambulance to
Deckerville Hospital.

The sheriff’s department’s acci-
dent reconstruction team was
called into assist with the investi-
gation.

“The initial investigation indi-
cates that a 2005 GMC Yukon

driven by 19-year-old Olivia Des-
jardins of Applegate was traveling
westbound on Deckerville Road
along with her passengers, 27-
year-old Laken Tubbs of Apple-
gate and the three-year-old child,”
DuBois said. “The second vehicle,
a 2004 Honda Odyssey, driven by
a 54-year-old female from Ubly,
was traveling south on Maple
Grove Road.

“The southbound vehicle failed
to stop at the stop sign on Maple
Grove Road and proceeded into
the intersection,” DuBois contin-
ued. “The westbound vehicle did
not have a stop sign and the two
vehicles collided in a T-bone acci-
dent.”
The crash remains under investi-

gation, and the name of the Ubly
motorist is being withheld pend-
ing completion of that probe.

DuBois noted troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in
Caro assisted deputies at the scene
along with the Sanilac County
Road Commission.

man Rep. Gary Glenn and other advocates to make sure the electric
choice market and related school savings remain a viable option for
Michigan schools.
If the rule is implemented in 2022 as the MPSC intends, schools stand

to lose as much as $17 million in energy cost savings each year. That’s
equivalent to taking 300 teachers out of the classroom or a $35 reduc-
tion in per pupil spending.
“It’s very disheartening,” commented Cass City School Supt. Jeff Har-

tel, who acknowledged the savings has been significant. “For us, right
now, it would be about $34,000 a year,” he added.
“We’re just doing what the legislation allows us to do, and that’s buy-

ing electricity via choice, and we don’t want to lose that. As school dis-
tricts, we’re expected to go out and find the very best price we can on
everything we buy,” said Pierce, who noted the key is preserving the
schools’ right to choose their suppliers, regardless of whether all or a
portion of that energy is produced in Michigan.
“If we were restricted to local suppliers, then the only groups we could

buy from are Consumers (Energy) and DTE,” he added.
The MISEC was formed in the early 1990s, and Tuscola County

schools were among the first to join the cooperative.
“We could see the advantage of it,” Pierce recalled. “We recognized

there was some real potential for savings here.”
Currently, Pierce said, the Tuscola County ISD and nine out of 10 pub-

lic school districts in the county purchase their energy through the co-
operative, saving a combined $290,000 annually.
Retaining the right to choose an energy provider not only saves money,

it also enables the public schools to be good stewards of the taxpayers’
dollars and at the same time put the savings back where they belong –
in the classroom, Pierce said.
Telman agreed. “Every dollar we spend keeping the lights on is a dollar

we can’t spend educating children. If the energy choice program is elim-
inated, schools will be stuck with a multi-million dollar hole in their
budgets. Programs will be cut, teachers may be let go and our children
will suffer,” he said.

In short, Telman added, the MPSC’s efforts to impose local clearing
requirements exceed the authority of public service commissioners and
threaten the fiscal stability of Michigan schools.

In his blog, Hayes said the MPSC’s own lawyers say the plan to im-
pose an in-state generation mandate on Michigan’s electricity providers
would harm the reliability of the electric system, push electricity costs
up and even contradict federal policy.
“(Current) federal policy…allows electricity suppliers to buy the elec-

tricity they sell to customers from the open market, which could mean
turning to out-of-state sources,” Hayes says. “That policy is consistent
with the Constitution’s interstate commerce clause, which allows for
goods and services to cross state lines freely.

“No problems have been reported with alternative electric suppliers
purchasing electricity from outside Michigan. But the state’s monopoly
utilities, DTE and Consumers Energy, argue that an in-state requirement
is essential to maintaining a stable electricity system.”
In the end, Hayes pointed out, Michigan lawmakers made it clear how

they feel about mandatory in-state energy production last year when
they passed the new legislation addressing the issue.
“If the (MPSC) is going to ignore the Legislature and its own lawyers,

and push forward with its plan for an in-state mandate, one has to ask
why they bothered with the regulatory review process in the first place,”
he said.

Continued from page one.

Energy savings at stake

“A new event this year will be a battle of the bands on Saturday, and
we are pushing to get more (groups) to enter the amateur barbecue con-
test on that day too,” said Jacot.

Events on Sunday include “Strut Your Mutt” at 12:30 p.m., followed
by the grand parade at 1 p.m.
More information about all of the events, along with registration forms,

is available by visiting the festival website at http://www.tuscolacoun-
typumpkinfestival.com.

Continued from page one.

Pumpkin Festival on tap

With the arrival of October comes all things pumpkin — from pies to
pumpkin rolls to coffee flavorings.

Back in the good ole’ days, everything was home cooked and eating
out in a restaurant was only done during long road trips.

Food packaging and preparing has changed a lot over the decades.
While most cooking spices have been around for centuries, there are
some that are newcomers. Pumpkin pie spice is a fairly new one, and
good tasting pumpkin pies can be made without the commercial spice.

To make your own pumpkin pie spice, combine four tsp. of ground
cinnamon, two tsp. of ground ginger, a tsp. of ground cloves, and one-
half tsp. of ground nutmeg. Mix them together and add to pumpkin mix.

Make your own pumpkin spice
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

To kneel or
not to kneel

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012) 
Madalyn Hicks received the first-

place prize for her grandma, Carol
Hicks, in the drawing for the
American Girl Doll, “Kanani”,
during the recent American Doll
Program held at Rawson Memorial
District Library in Cass City. An
estimated 60 people attended the
event.
U.S. Air Force Airman First Class

John K. Johnson recently gradu-
ated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San An-
tonio, Texas. The airman com-
pleted an intensive, 8-week
program that included training in
military discipline and studies, Air
Force core values, physical fitness,
and basic warfare principles and
skills. Airmen who complete basic
training earn 4 credits toward an
associate’s degree in applied sci-
ence through the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force. Johnson, a
2009 graduate of Kingston High
School, is the son of John and Beth
Johnson of Caro.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)
There is still light at the end of the

tunnel for the Cass City football
team. The Red Hawks kept their
2007 playoff hopes alive Friday
with an easy 56-0 Greater Thumb
West victory over visiting Saginaw
Buena Vista. With the win, coach
Scott Cuthrell’s squad evened its
season mark at 4-4 entering this
Friday’s regular season finale
against undefeated host Almont.

Lukas Varney led the way for the
Cass City cross country team Sat-
urday at the Reese Invitational.
Varney recorded his fastest time on
the day, claiming medalist honors
at 17:14. Valley Lutheran’s Ben
Rueger finished second individu-
ally with a time of 17:19, while
Cass City’s Dewey Mabe was third
at 17:48. Coach Amy Cuthrell also
received times of 17:54 from Tyler
Burke, 21:53 from Alex Varney,
22:15 from Thomas LeValley and
22:22 from Mike Potrykus.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

A total of 145 students, including
Tamela L. Hutchinson, Cass City,
a junior majoring in medical tech-
nology, achieved placement on the
summer quarter dean’s list at
Michigan Technological Univer-
sity, Houghton. Students receive
the honor by earning a minimum
3.5 grade point average.

Marla Lee Zmierski, daughter of
Ruth and the late John Zmierski,
and Dennis John Steely, son of
Lorraine and the late Joe Steely,

I failed in my resolve to stay out of the Facebook frenzy over pro-
fessional athletes kneeling in protest while this country’s national
anthem is played in stadiums across the country.
That won’t surprise people who know me.
But unlike countless other times, my comments/questions were

motivated by a strong desire to really understand what has all sides
lined up against one another.
Last year, Colin Kaepernick quietly took a knee during the national

anthem when he played for the San Francisco 49ers, in protest of
police brutality against black Americans. The NFL and many players
distanced themselves from that demonstration, but in recent days
they’ve embraced it as a way to protest racial injustice and promote
unity.
And it’s not just the players; team owners and league officials have

gotten into the act, kneeling and locking arms in a demonstration of
unity with players or otherwise supporting their decision to kneel,
underscoring the league’s selectivity when it comes to choosing
what players may and may not do on the field/sidelines.

But I digress.
I suppose the most aggravating aspect of this debate, for me, has

been hearing from a number of people who authoritatively imply
that, if you’re among the many Americans bothered by the sight of
professional athletes taking part in a protest that demonstrates a cer-
tain disrespect for this nation and its flag (specifically, kneeling),
you just don’t get it.
“You must be a racist and proud of it, you’ll do anything not to ad-

dress social/racial injustice, you don’t care, you’re obviously too ig-
norant to see the real truth, etc.”

Really?
How’s this for understanding: many of these athletes are utilizing

their status/positions to publicly protest not for themselves, but for
millions of voiceless, forgotten American men, women and children
— of every race and creed — who don’t have a public platform or
venue to express their hopelessness and anger over racism.

I get that, and it’s mind boggling to me – that we should still be
fighting this same battle (racial injustice and hate) today. As a coun-
try, we should be profoundly ashamed of this reality.

Millions of men and women who have died defending this nation
did so in an effort to preserve certain rights, including our citizens’
right to free speech – and protest.
But I can also understand why many veterans are deeply offended

by seeing a bunch of millionaire professional athletes kneeling dur-
ing the national anthem, although I’m sure it also angers them to see
someone wearing a flag bandana or shirt or swimsuit.
Unfortunately, the motivation behind these demonstrations has be-

come less clear, although there are common themes; unity, peace,
working together to overcome social injustice – all important.

Sadly, for some, they have become a sign of protest in opposition
to our president, whose knee-jerk reaction to athletes’ kneeling
protest was name-calling and urging team owners to “tell that (ex-
pletive) he’s fired!”

I’m guessing these demonstrations will continue for months or
years to come. Call me a cynic, but I strongly suspect this storm may
calm a bit should the NFL begin to feel a sizable financial pinch as
some fans abandon the activity over the protests.
Frankly, if I cared about professional football or any other sport, I

probably would be among those changing the channel on Saturday
afternoons, because in my eyes, kneeling during the national anthem
is disrespectful. Maybe the means justify the ends, but surely there
are other and equally effective ways for professional athletes to get
their point across.

I sincerely hope, however, that we never lose sight of the urgent
need to really address racism – together – not only as a nation, but
also within ourselves as individuals.

plant. He will be in charge of all ac-
tivities in connection with aca-
demic, residential and
administrative facilities at the col-
lege. Bishop is an Albion alumnus,
earning his A.B. degree in 1956. In
1958 he received his BSE degree
from the University of Michigan.
He was formerly with a construc-
tion company in Kalamazoo where
he was a civil engineer.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)
The following excerpts were

taken from a letter written by Sgt.
Kelvin E. Vaden, from “Some-
where in Australia,” to his mother,
Mrs. Clara Vaden of Snover: “The
climate here is just the opposite
from that in the States as it will
soon be turning cooler there and
here winter is over, and it’s just
starting to get warm and I guess it
really does get warm here, too. One
of the common characters of Aus-
tralia is the Aboriginal. They are
the same as natives only have
straight hair and are supposed to be
the purest blooded people in the
world. In some places, I guess they
are quite primitive yet, you know,
with bark canoes, spears and the
native weapon of theirs is the
boomerang. They have the kanga-
roo and a bird I believe is called the
cuckoo-burro and it laughs almost
human; also wombats like little
bears. All the museums have won-
derful specimens of coral and sea
life galore. Barrier reef near Aus-
tralia’s coast has more specimens
of sea life in every form and is con-
sidered the best habitat of fish in
the world. Of course, there are the
snakes but I haven’t seen any yet
and I’m not curious either. The
people here are very friendly to-
wards the U. S. soldier, but in my
estimation the country in general is
about 25 years behind our country
in regard to movies, customs, etc.”  

100 YEARS AGO (1917) 

H. T. Crandell returned home Sat-
urday night from a 2,900 mile trip
through the middle west laden with
silver cups, medals and ribbons
won by his herd of O. I. C. swine,
which were exhibited at six state
and national fairs. Mr. Crandell, ac-
companied by Jacob Wise as an as-
sistant, left Cass City August 24
and had been on the road or at the
fairs ever since that date. Crandell’s
herd won the premier breeder and
exhibitor prizes at every fair
shown; also two silver cups, 23
champions and reserve champions,
54 first prizes, 38 seconds, 18
thirds, seven fourths and one fifth.

were united in marriage Friday,
Aug. 28 at the Latter Day Saints
Church of Owendale. Steve Bou-
verette officiated. 

35 YEARS AGO (1982) 
Relatives celebrated four birth-

days in the Ronald Geiger family
Sept. 26 at the Geiger home. The
group included Mm. Ken Schott
and Kevin Schott, who was two
years old, and Josiah and Nathaniel
Spencer, three years and one year,
respectively, children of Mr. and
Mrs. John Spencer of Lansing.

Two area residents are attending
Western Michigan University this
fall as freshmen. They are Phillip
Harmer, Deford, and Randy
Kozan, Cass City. Classes started
Sept. 1.

40 YEARS AGO (1977) 
OWEN-GAGE HOMECOMING

- One of these seniors will be
crowned homecoming queen at
Friday night’s Owendale-Gage-
town homecoming game against
North Huron. From left are Marie
Gremel, Terry Shanks, Deb Lenda
and Dawn Erickson. The winner in
student balloting will receive her
crown during halftime ceremonies
from 1976 queen Mary Jo Hender-
shot.
Examining the Cass City Lioness

Club charter are, from left, officers
Mary Damn, tailtwister; Marian
Umpfenbach, vice-president; Mar-
ilyn Schrinel, president; Linda
Herron, secretary, and Mary Lou
Erla, treasurer.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  
Some 40 relatives and friends

gathered at the Clair Tuckey home
Sunday for a cooperative dinner
following church, to celebrate the
birthday of Mr. Tuckey, which was
Sept. 26. Present were Mr. and
Mrs. Lee D’Arcy and son Richard
of Kingston, Mr. and Mrs. Ed
Sprague and daughter Linda of
Bay City, Mr. and Mrs. Marvin
Reese of Harrison, Mr. and Mrs.
Douglas Hall of Marlette, Mr. and
Mrs. Erwin Wanner and their
guest, Mrs. Lombard of Glennie,
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Kelley and
their guests, Mrs. Abe Sabbah and
two children, Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Tuckey and family and Karen
Spaulding, Mr. and Mrs. Eldred
Kelley and baby, Mr. and Mrs.
James Tuckey and family, Mr. and
Mrs. James Mark and family and
Miss Gladys Tuckey.

L. James Bishop, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Lewis Bishop of Cass
City, has accepted a post as Albion
College’s director of the physical
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THE SHAWN T. Mansfield stadium, pictured above, was built with a $1.2 million

gift from Stephen and Tabitha King. Today, the facility is maintained by an all-vol-

unteer crew.

Discovering the softer side of Author Stephen King
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Author and master storyteller
Stephen King has made a killing
frightening millions of readers and
movie goers with tales of horror.

King, whose net worth has been
estimated at around $400 million,
has written 54 novels and more
than 200 short stories, including
Carrie, Salem’s Lot, Pet Sematary,

Misery, IT and The Stand. He also
penned the Shawshank Redemp-
tion and the Green Mile.

King’s books have sold more
than 350 million copies, many of
the stories adapted into films,
miniseries and television shows.
The author’s penchant for weav-

ing his tales around New England
– specifically his home state of
Maine, was of particular interest
to me when my wife, Deb, and I,

decided to spend a week of vaca-
tion in Maine, checking out first-
hand the places and names that
have been among King’s inspira-
tions for our worst nightmares.

I wasn’t disappointed, but I was
also introduced to an entirely dif-
ferent side of King and his wife,
Tabitha, whose quiet philanthropy
has impacted countless people
who call Maine home.

Our tour guide was Stuart “Stu”
Tinker, owner of SK Tours and a
longtime King friend who hosted
the author dozens of times for
book signings at his Betts Book-
store in Bangor – or as it is known
in the Stephen King world, Derry,
Maine. Tinker has been featured
on A&E Biography, City Confi-
dential, People Magazine and
other national media outlets.

True to his word, Tinker took us
to various locations that inspired
some of King’s books along with
filming locations such as the
Thomas Hill Standpipe, the storm
sewer grate at the corner of Jack-
son and Union streets and the fa-
mous Paul Bunyan statue (from
the book and movie IT); Mount
Hope Cemetery (Pet Sematary),

the Bangor Waterworks (Grave-
yard Shift); and Bangor Interna-
tional Airport (The Langoliers).

However, the tour also included
stops at the Bangor Public Li-
brary. Tinker explained Stephen
and Tabitha King pledged $3 mil-
lion towards a $9 million facelift
of Bangor’s century-old public li-
brary. The renovation has since
been completed and the facility is
magnificent.

Baseball is a lesser known pas-
sion of King’s (he’s a devout
Boston Red Sox fan), but we
found evidence near his home in
Bangor at Mansfield Stadium, an
immaculate youth baseball facility
built with $1.2 million donated by
King and named in honor of a
youth, Shawn Mansfield, who lost
his fight with cerebral palsy be-
fore he had a chance to play the
game. King made the field en-
tirely handicap accessible and
even spent time coaching his son,
Owen’s, team.
The gift was made much like oth-

ers before it – before donating the
facility to the city, the Kings in-
sisted that the name not be
changed, according to Tinker, who
noted the couple go out of their
way to distance their own name
from their financial gifts. In fact,
the only mention of the Kings’ gift
at the stadium is engraved on a
small home plate-shaped plaque
in front of the facility.

Likewise, the Kings have been
generous with a variety of civic
projects — for example a $1.4
million gift to the city of Bangor
Pool.

But the list of pet projects
doesn’t stop there. Take health-
care, for example. 
Tinker told us that nurses used to

sneak King into the Eastern Maine
Medical Center in order to read to
the kids. He later pledged to
match money raised by the com-
munity for renovations, and ended
up giving millions to help restore
the hospital’s eighth floor and pro-
vide children with a well-
equipped activity room. Across
the street is a Ronald McDonald
House erected by the Kings to
provide a place for parents to stay
while their children are receiving
long-term care.

The author’s medical contribu-
tions have been distributed to sev-
eral other hospitals across the state
and have also included charitable
funding to the Red Cross.
According to an article written by

Marisa Mirabal for the website,
birthmoviesdeath.com, civil serv-
ice and politics also remain on
King’s radar for opportunities to
give back.

In 2009, Mirabal wrote, a divi-
sion of the Maine Army National
Guard was stationed for training
in Indiana before deployment to
Afghanistan in January. Despite
having time off for the Christmas
holiday, they didn’t possess funds
to return home. So, Stephen and
Tabitha donated $12,999 of the re-
quested $13,000, while King’s as-
sistant donated the remaining $1
since he openly suffers from
triskaidekaphobia (the fear of the
number 13).
The Kings established their own

foundation back in 1986. The
foundation gives solely to the
Maine community, to the tune of
roughly $3 million annually.

Aside from strongly supporting
their alma mater, the University of
Maine, the couple have given gen-
erously to local public schools.
They’ve also been a major sup-
porter of local fire departments.

Community theatres are another
pet project, a fact Deb and I no-
ticed while attending a production
of the a cappela musical comedy,
The Fabulous Lipitones, at the
Penobscot Theatre in downtown
Bangor. The theatre program
listed the Kings among the sup-
porters who have donated
$30,000-plus.

“Despite crafting fear with cre-
ative storytelling, he manages to
stay level-headed by answering
fan mail, shaking fans’ hands
when he meets them, driving cross
country on a motorcycle to only
independent bookstores, and al-
ways giving back to those in his
home state who are in need,”
Mirabal wrote.

“(King’s) heart is made of gold
and the lives of his fans and fellow
residents of Maine can put their
monsters to rest thanks to him and
Tabitha.”

THE AUTHOR is pictured above in front of Au-

thor Stephen King’s home in Bangor, Maine,

during a recent visit to explore the picturesque

state and tour of various locations that have

served as inspiration for some of King’s tales of

horror. While earning a small fortune in the

process, King has quietly donated millions to

various groups and causes in his home state.
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Financial Advisor
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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News briefs

Continued from page three.

We cannot express strongly enough our heartfelt appreciation for all
of the support received from family, friends and neighbors for these two
very talented young ladies.  We’re extremely proud of these girls and
wish them the best of luck.

Bob and Sandy Papovich
Snover

Equestrian team shines

What business will be
next to leave village?
Editor,

Well, what’s the next business to get up and leave Cass City? One by
one, they are dropping like flies, getting out of Cass City, either by lead-
ership or are fed up overall.
It’s really a shame to see what used to be just slipping away.
Did you know Cass City is halfway between Caro and Bad Axe? If

one was to pass by on the way up or down between the two towns, they
might stop and buy something if Cass City had something to offer, but
no, there’s no grocery store, (Baker) College is on its way out, and no
car dealership to buy a new or used car.

Now I ask, what’s going to support the following: at least six ATM
machines, three gas filling stations, two bars, one bowling alley, two
funeral homes, two discount stores, one downtown drug store, two real
estate offices?
This is just a short list. There are just only a handful not mentioned.
Maybe it is true what I’ve been hearing about Cass City – the last one

to leave, please turn out the light and hand the keys over to the Amish.

Alan Witkovsky
Gagetown

A bomb shelter in town?
Editor,

Did you ever hear of a bomb shelter in Cass City, circa 1963?
My eldest daughter, Evelyn Miracle, told me by phone from Florida.

She recalled when she was in kindergarten, she went to play at a little
girlfriend’s house and she showed her the family bomb shelter.

Joan D. Merchant
Cass City
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Effort underway to save Kilmanagh store
Continued from page one.

to stop the decay. We hope to re-
build the porch the front façade,”
Voss added.

Preservation efforts are under-
way and a Go-Fund Me account at
http://gofundme.com/kilmanagh-
store has been set up to help pay
for the repairs.
“The store’s design is amazing. I

think it is wonderful they are
going to try to save it,” com-
mented Cat Volz, who has fond
memories of the store. “I remem-
ber going to a Halloween party
there in the 1980s. Most of the
shelving from the store’s days was
gone, but it still had that look
about it.”
Volz, who lives about a half-mile

from the store, said the business
used to be used for parties and
other community get-togethers,
but that faded away over the
years.

AT ONE TIME the Kil-

managh Store also had a

gas pump. Because there

were only three spaces on

the pump for the price of

gas, the maximum charge

couldn’t exceed 99.9 cents

a gallon.

During Kilmanagh’s peak, there
were about 115 residents living in
the community, but Black Friday
of 1929 marked the beginning of
the town’s demise. During the De-
pression, farmers became self-re-
liant again with farming, milking,
making butter, and raising chick-
ens for eggs that were used for
bartering.

Because there is very little his-
tory about the community, it is dif-
ficult to determine the store’s
exact age. Some information
about the community in which the
townships of Brookfield, Fair
Haven, Sebewaing and Windsor
join, comes from a book about St.
John Lutheran Church.

“The Kilmanagh Lutheran
Church was founded in 1876, and
the sawmill came in 1881. The
best guess is the store was built
around 1876,” said Voss. “It was
originally operated by Richard
Martini, who I believe was
Liken’s son-in-law.”

John C. Liken built his Sebe-
waing store in 1871, and the Kil-
managh and Bach stores were
built as satellites of his main busi-
ness after that.
“The Brookfield book says John

Rummel and Albtert Woldt bought
the business about 1898. A busi-
ness directory from 1900 lists Al-
bert Woldt as the owner. That
would indicate the older picture in
the book, with the Rummel and
Woldt sign, would have been
taken in 1898-99,” he explained.
“That picture also shows a much
smaller building without the upper
porch.  The next photos call it
Woldt Bros. Store and are from
1910-12. It shows the current
porch, and the additions.”

Albert’s son, Clemens P. Woldt,
eventually took over the Kil-
managh store and operated as C.P.
Woldt & Co. until June 1, 1960,
when it closed.

In 1971 Woldt died. About nine
years later, Tom Voss bought the
store, house and shed. Most of the
store’s contents were sold to an
antique dealer.

“It was a dry goods and general
merchandise store. They sold
hardware and lumber and farm
implements and supplies.  C.P.
was a John Deere dealer until
1955, when John Deere pulled the
franchise because he wouldn’t
move to Sebewaing,” Voss said of
the history he’s gathered.

Wayne Dillon, who has compiled
an extensive history of the Col-
wood area, believes the Woldts
had the first John Deere dealership
in the area and possibly the state.
The Voss brothers can trace their

ancestry back to C.P. Woldt. C.P.’s
first wife was their grandmother’s
sister, and Woldt’s son, Ron, and
their father grew up together.
As donations come in, preserva-

tion work is being done on the
store.
“We are still working on the plan

for the future. We are exploring
options for the future of the store,”
said Voss.

The Kilmanagh store is on face-
book @kilmanaghstore.
Although devastating fires swept

the Thumb in 1871 and 1881, they
missed the Kilmanagh area. Be-
cause of that, settlers started to
move into the area in 1871.

In 1881, a sawmill was estab-
lished in Kilmanagh, but unlike
most other sawmills in the area; it
was used primarily to supply local
businesses and residents. History
indicates there was so much lum-
ber cut that logs were piled high
over more than three acres.

There are conflicting stories
about how the community came
by its unusual name. According to
one story, the Chippewa Indians
attacked the Fox Tribe – to drive
them from the Thumb — in an
epic battle that lasted for days.
The invaders were pushed back to
the banks of the Shebeon Creek,
where the battle ended. Because
of the bloodshed, the legend says
that it became known as “kill
many” place.

Although some say it is only a
legend, several Indian artifacts
have been found in the area.

Another version says the name
came from Frank Thompson who
was from Kilmanagh, Ireland, and
settled in the area in 1863. He had
160 acres and established a black-
smith shop. And, in 1873 a post
office opened in the community.
Mail came semi-weekly from Se-
bewaing and Bad Axe.
According to gathered history on

Kilmanagh, in 1906, Frank Hub-
bard and Company established a
bank, and former Michigan Gov.
Fred Warner built a cheese fac-
tory. World War I closed the bank
when Clerk Henry Finkbeiner
went to war, but it reopened in
1919.

County man dies in auto crash
TUSCOLA COUNTY – Troopers from the Michigan State Police post
in Caro say a Vassar man died in a two-vehicle traffic crash last Wednes-
day afternoon on South Vassar Road near Waterman Road.

Troopers arrived at the scene with other first responders to find two
cars crashed in a bean field on the west side of the roadway. A 2000
Dodge Durango driven by a 32-year-old Millington area woman had
been traveling north when it collided with a 2004 Toyota Prius driven
by the victim, an 82-year-old Vassar area man.

The woman suffered minor injuries and was transported to an area
hospital for treatment, according to reports, which state the victim was
attempted to leave a driveway and make a left turn when the crash oc-
curred. The accident remains under investigation.

Caro post seeking “angels”
TUSCOLA COUNTY – The Michigan State Police post in Caro will
be implementing the Angel Program in early November, and troopers
are seeking volunteers to assist in the effort.
The program is a pre-arrest diversion initiative that enables individuals

seeking help for drug addiction to walk into a state police post for as-
sistance without fear of being arrested.
Volunteers, who provide support that includes providing transportation

to treatment centers, must fill out an application form and undergo train-
ing. Volunteers must also meet other requirements, such as possession
of reliable transportation and a valid driver’s license.
More information is available by calling the post at (989) 673-2156.

Incorrect name in news story 

A story in last week’s edition of the Chronicle incorrectly listed the
Elkland Township Cemetery sexton as Jim Wright. The story should
have named Steve Wright as sexton.
The Chronicle regrets the error.
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