
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Vandals have struck at the Sanilac County Petroglyphs Historic State
Park, scratching random images into the historical sandstone formation
featuring native American carvings that archeologists say were created
hundreds of years ago.

Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources (DNR)
officials announced
the vandalism Friday.

“We are all deeply
saddened by this disre-
spectful act,” said San-
dra Clark, director of
the Michigan History
Center, which inter-
prets the petroglyphs
for the public at this
state park near Cass
City, in Sanilac
County’s Greenleaf
Township. “The petro-
glyphs were created
by people who lived in
what is now Michigan
centuries ago.

“They are part of all
of our history, and
they have a deep spiri-
tual meaning for many
Anishinabek who live
in the Great Lakes Re-
gion today.”

The Saginaw
Chippewa Indian
Tribe of Michigan,
which considers the
petroglyphs sacred,
partners with the state

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Two counties, including Tuscola, have scored a minor win in the war
over how wind turbines are taxed.
For several years, the five counties with wind farms have been at odds

over the state’s abrupt
change in the taxing method
and depreciation schedule of
wind turbines. Because of
that, the counties of Tuscola,
Huron, Sanilac, Gratiot and
Mason formed the Michigan
Renewable Energy Collabo-
rative, (MREC) to challenge
the changes.

“We were scheduled to go
to court Sept. 18 with Nex-
tEra Energy Resources,
when we received notice
NextEra asked the Michigan
Tax Tribunal to dismiss their
tax appeal on their Tuscola
Bay 1 Wind Park,” said
Huron County Economic
Development Director Carl
Osentoski, who is the
spokesperson for MREC.
NextEra Energy Resources

LLC officials’ stance has been that the amount the federal government
provided for each turbine should be deducted from the cost before it is

Fundraising pays
off with drone
for deputies 
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Counties score win in
battle over wind taxes

Local car dealership to close

THOUSANDS OF people converged on the Thumb Octagon Barn site near

Gagetown over the weekend for the 22nd annual Fall Family Days celebration,

which enjoyed picture-perfect weather and featured dozens of activities for all

ages. Above, Marshall Sheldon, Gagetown, displays his blacksmithing skills

(left), while visitors tour the interior of the unique eight-sided barn. See more

photos, page 16.

Please turn to page 6.

In the Pink
Anonymous donors offering to cover

insurance for local Pinktober events

Please turn to page 6.

Parents behind in child support
could lose their hunting license

School serves up 7,650 free meals

Please turn to page 7.Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Parents who aren’t taking care of
their child support obligations
through the Tuscola County
Friend of the Court Office could
wind up losing their hunting priv-
ileges soon.

That’s according to Tuscola
County Friend of the Court Sandy
Erskine, whose office regularly
conducts a review of open files in
an effort to ensure that children
get the financial support they de-
serve.

Making that happen is an on-
going challenge in some cases, ac-
cording to Erskine, who
sometimes targets suspension of
hunting and other sporting li-
censes held by individuals who
aren’t regularly paying their child
support.

“Michigan law gives the Friend
of the Court office a variety of
tools which it can use to encour-
age individuals to comply with
their child support orders,” Ersk-
ine said, adding her office typi-
cally begins reviewing cases in
early October to determine if sus-
pensions of certain individuals’
hunting/sporting licenses is appro-
priate. “We are starting to review
cases a little sooner this year —
we anticipate starting around late
September.”
Parents at risk for having their li-

censes suspended are those who
have missed at least two months
of child support, those who have
been inconsistent payers, and
those who have not yet entered
into some sort of payment
arrangement with the friend of the
court office.
“The review (focuses) on consis-

tency of payments and any known
hardships that the payer is facing,”
explained Erskine, who noted the
goal is not to automatically sus-
pend the hunting license of every-
one who is behind on their child
support.

“Although our office does not
want to seek hunting license sus-
pensions, sometimes we are left
with no choice if an individual has
a child support obligation, is not
making payment, and has not

reached out to us to work out
some sort of payment arrange-
ment,” she said.

“We certainly understand that
some individuals are currently Please turn to page 7.

dealing with circumstances be-
yond their control, like health is-
sues, inability to find work, and
extreme financial hardship,” Ersk-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

This year’s free summer meal program sponsored by the Cass City
Schools saw a dip in participation, but the numbers continue to demon-
strate a very real need here, according to Shari Bock, who has overseen
the program in her role as Cass City’s food service director for the past

Please turn to page 8.

Vandals deface
the petroglyphs

THIS IS AN example of the images

vandals carved on the Sanilac Pet-

roglyphs near Cass City.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City’s Pinktober celebration is back on, although this year’s ob-
servance in support for breast cancer awareness and research has been
scaled down in size and length.
The decision to abandon the popular event – announced last month –

stemmed from concerns over liability. Specifically, the Cass City Cham-
ber of Commerce’s insurance carrier informed chamber officials that it
will no longer insure Pinktober events.

Although the chamber hasn’t served as sponsor of the celebration or
been involved in the organization of activities associated with the ob-
servance, it has provided insurance coverage for the event over the past
several years.
“Our insurance company said we can no longer carry the insurance…

because it’s not a chamber-sponsored event,” chamber Administrator
Judy Keller said at the time of what has become a familiar month-long
fall tradition in Cass City – the only community in the region to host
such a celebration.

“We have to do an audit every year, and they (insurance company)
came back to us last year and said they can’t cover it anymore,” Keller
added. “It’s not a chamber decision. It came from the insurance com-
pany. We didn’t have a choice.”
After news of the cancelation spread in the community, a small group

of local businessmen anonymously offered to cover the cost of insur-
ance for this year’s events, according to organizer Joey Kreeger, who

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Small town businesses throughout the Thumb continue to struggle to
keep their doors open as populations dwindle and downtown markets
shrink.  
Among the latest casualties is Cass City’s Curtis Chrysler Jeep Dodge.
“September 15th is our termination date with Chrysler,” announced

Pat Curtis late last week, adding, “It’s a shame. We are sorry it came to
this. I think Cass City supported us to the best of their ability, but with
the declining population, economically it just didn’t make sense.”

Despite the downtown business’s upcoming closure, Curtis - owner
of the local dealership along with his sons Dan and Mark, as well as
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Hittlers
celebrate 
60 years

of marriage

LONGTIME CASS CITY residents, Daniel and Jane Hittler (currently living

at Caretel Inn in Bay City), celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary at Mass

on Sunday, August 13, 2017 at St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Bay City.  At

the conclusion of the Mass, a special blessing was offered for the couple.  A

luncheon was served at Old City Hall Restaurant in Bay City.  All nine of their

children, Bill, Anne, Joan, John, Paul, David, Robert, Mary and Karen, as

well as many spouses and grandchildren, were in attendance.  Attending from

Cass City were Lavern and Carol Rutkoski, Bill and Connie Klinkman, Celia

House, Daryl and Connie Iwankovitsch and Marco and Karla Estrella, and

children, Kevin and Maia. 

The 104th Novesta Descendants Old Settlers Reunion was held August 19, at

the Church of Christ Fellowship Room with the following attending: (front, l-

r) Patsy (Francis) Longuski, Arlene (Peasley) Paladi, Marilyn (Horner) Lester,

Geri (Warner) Perry, Mary (Paladi) Gymory; (back) Alex Paladi, Duane

Lester, Gayle (McCreedy) Patera, Ralph Zinnecker, Dale Churchill, Rich Pa-

tera and Grant Zinnecker, photograph by Ken Helden. Mark your calendar

for August 20, 2018 for the next reunion. If you would like a reminder, please

email Geri Perry at jgp3991@charter.net or call 989-872-3991. 
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On Sunday, a group of friends gathering at Ford
Field to watch the Detroit Lions and celebrate – as
his sister Connie Lapeer says - old fart Guy
Howard’s 60th birthday. 

While the game was exciting, it was Motown’s
downtown that impressed me most. Most notable
was the new Little Caesar’s arena the will play host
to the NHL’s Red Wings and the NBA’s Pistons.

The whole area around Woodward Avenue is very
spectacular. I’ll give you my review of the new fa-
cilities inners after Dec. 16. 
That’s when a college basketball doubleheader will

feature the Michigan State Spartans against Oakland
University, followed by a contest between Michigan
and Detroit Mercy.

**********  

The Cass City men’s cross country team was short-
handed for Saturday’s Bad Axe Invitational.
Missing was CarLee Stimpfel, the Red Hawks num-

ber one runner. The senior standout was defending
his title, reports Coach Jon Zdrojewski, who says
Stimpfel was participating in the annual Mackinaw
Island Eight Mile Road Race that he won the two
previous years. 
Anyway, in Stimpfel’s absence Cass City finished

5th over the weekend at the Hatchet Invite in Bad
Axe. Not to worry, reports Zdrojewski. 

“If I run the scores and place CarLee as the first
place finisher, Cass City would have won the meet
by 20 points. 

**********  

Michigan has achieved a significant milestone in
the state’s efforts to keep babies safe with the 200th
surrender of a newborn under the state’s Safe Deliv-
ery law.
Under the law, a biological parent may legally sur-

render an infant no more than 72 hours old to an
emergency service provider. An emergency service
provider is a uniformed or otherwise identified em-
ployee or contractor of a hospital, fire department or
police station who is inside the building and on duty,
or a paramedic or emergency medical technician who
responds to a 911 call.
The law has been in effect since 2001.
“These are 200 newborn babies who have been

given a chance at life thanks to this important law,”
said Nick Lyon, director of the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services. “Safe Delivery pro-
vides parents who may be in a desperate situation a
safe, legal and anonymous option of surrendering an
infant who will be placed in a loving, adoptive
home.”
MDHHS wants all Michiganders to be aware of the

law. Unfortunately, there are still situations in which
parents abandon their babies in unsafe locations. A
communications toolkit and other resource materials
are available at www.michigan.gov/safedelivery to
help more people understand the law and how they
can help promote awareness in their community.  

Parents, professionals and other residents also can
call the toll-free 24-hour Safe Delivery hotline at
866-733-7733. 

**********  

Snover is hosting a Corn Hole contest and chili
cook-off this Saturday, Sept. 16th, at Veterans Park
in Sanilac County.

Sign up begins at noon, with the first tosses slated
for 1:00 p.m. Cost is just $10 per team and spectators
are encouraged to bring a lawn chair to enjoy the fes-
tivities. 
Call the folks at J & D Market for more information

by dialing (810) 672-9700.
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Card skimmers still

present big problem
Credit card skimmers are still being found in Michigan

more than two years after the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) found the
state’s first skimmer in the Grand Rapids area in 2015.

“Looking for, and removing, skimmers at the 4,691 gas
stations located across Michigan, is now part of the stan-
dard inspection process. We are committed to doing our
part to protect consumers from fraud,” said Jamie Clover
Adams, MDARD director.

But the problem remains pervasive enough in the state
to prompt the Michigan Senate earlier this summer to
overwhelmingly approve a bill requiring installation of
new safety measures at the state’s more than 100,000 fuel
pumps.

Credit card skimmers, which can’t be seen from outside
the pump, can be installed in seconds. Criminals use keys
to open the pumps quickly, insert the skimmers, and then
leave. The skimmers copy the consumer’s card informa-
tion for criminals to make fraudulent purchases.

Local, state and federal regulators, MDARD’s Weights
and Measures Division inspectors, various law enforce-
ment agencies, and gas station owners continue to be on
the lookout as part of the ongoing efforts to crack down
on consumer credit card information being hacked by
skimmers.
“Some steps station owners can take, and have taken, to

protect their patrons from cyber-criminals are changing
locks, using tamper-proof security tape, and security cam-
eras. MDARD is also encouraging station owners to in-
crease the frequency of their regular dispenser
inspections,” Clover Adams said.
Consumers are being encouraged to monitor their banks

and credit card accounts. If a consumer sees a charge they
didn’t make or looks erroneous, they should immediately
contact their banking institution.

While skimmers are nothing new, technology has made
them smaller and harder to find. However, experts say
consumers can help to protect themselves by:

*Making sure the gas pump panel is closed and doesn’t
show signs of tampering. Many stations now put security
seals over the cabinet panel. This is part of a voluntary
program by the industry to thwart gas pump tampering.
If the pump panel is opened, the label will read “void,”
which means the machine has been tampered with.

*Taking a good look at the card reader itself. Does it
look different than other readers at the station?
*Gently wiggling the card reader before you put in your

card. If it moves, report it to the attendant, then use a dif-
ferent pump.
If you use a debit card at the pump, run it as a credit card

instead of entering a PIN. That way, the PIN is safe and
the money isn’t deducted immediately from your account.
If that’s not an option, cover your hand when entering
your PIN. Scammers sometimes use tiny pinhole cameras,
situated above the keypad area, to record PIN entries.

Of course, if you’re really concerned about skimmers,
you can pay inside rather than at the pump. Another op-
tion is to use a gas pump near the front of the store.
Thieves may target gas pumps that are harder for the at-
tendant to see.

(USPS 092-00)

For months there has been news story after news
story reporting tragic events of man attacking his fel-
low man.

I have always been a news junky and have wit-
nessed both good, bad and sad news events. For the
last year, it seems the bad news has vastly out-
weighed the good. There have been numerous terror-
ist attacks, deaths over removing statues, and many
more violent acts.

Although the devastating natural disaster that re-
cently hit Texas is horrific, there have been several
moments that restored my belief that good people
outnumber the bad. Thousands of volunteers helped
neighbors reach safety, regardless of their color and
beliefs.
The rescuers often put their own lives in peril to help

save strangers. Those selfless acts restored my faith
in humanity. Witnessing those acts, even from a dis-
tance, made Sept. 17 – Constitution Day — all the
more important to me.

On that date in 1787, the final draft of what would
become our nation’s constitution was signed by 39
delegates. It was then sent to the states for ratifica-
tion, but the historic document didn’t go into effect
until June 21, 1788, when New Hampshire ratified
it.

The signers of the U.S. Constitution set the course
for our nation’s future. The signing of America’s rul-
ing document solidified America’s founding truths
that: “All men are created equal and endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights including
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

When one stops to think about our constitution, it
really is an amazing document. The men who wrote
it were primarily self-educated and also rebels.
The birth of our nation is on July Fourth, but as im-

portant as Sept. 17 is to our country, I find it sad that
calendars don’t recognize it — yet they list Admin-
istrative Professionals Day, Canada’s Victoria Day,
Boss’ day, Sweetest Day and others.
Perhaps if that hallmark event were included on cal-

endars, it would be kept in the forefront of a person’s
mind when tempers flare.

Texas has a long, long road to recovery, but the
kindness of strangers has helped and will continue to

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)
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editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising
is Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising
is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for
verification, but won’t be used in the newspaper.
Names will be withheld from publication upon re-
quest, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific na-
ture, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is
a $5 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: en-
gagements, weddings, anniversaries, college grad-
uations, birth announcements and similar items.
There is a $4 fee to include a photo.
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specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Defendants appear in circuit court last week
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Michael P. Vanblaricum, 41,
Croswell, was sentenced to 330
days in the county jail following
his plea of guilty to possession of
a controlled substance, subsequent
offense, Oct. 22, 2014, in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $1,008.
*Aaron D. Spencer, 33, Caro,

was sentenced to 23 days in jail
following his pleas of no contest
to charges of domestic violence,
second offense, and malicious de-
struction of property totaling less
than $200 Jan. 17 in Caro. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $235.

*Ashley N. Katshor, 31,
Unionville, was sentenced to 180
days in jail (deferred) and 36
months probation following her
pleas of no contest to larceny in a
building and possession of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) April 16 in
Unionville.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,326 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Jessica L. Cox, 27, Vassar, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail (de-
ferred) and 24 months probation
following her plea of guilty to one
count of child abuse, second de-
gree, between Jan. 1 and June 10,
2016, in Vassar Township.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $358.
*Scott H. Russell, 39, Caro, was

sentenced to 365 days in jail and
60 months probation following his
plea of guilty to domestic vio-
lence, third offense, May 14 in
Wells Township. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (two prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,258 plus attorneys fees
of $500.
*Bryan P. Delorey, 40, Caro, was

sentenced to 270 days in jail (de-
ferred) and 36 months probation
following his pleas of guilty to
possession of cocaine, heroin or
another narcotic (less than 25
grams) and operating a motor ve-
hicle with the presence of heroin
in his body March 27 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,558 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Travis A. Terbush, 32, Caro,
pleaded guilty to charges of child
abuse, second degree, two counts
of fleeing and eluding a police of-
ficer, and one count of assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
officer June 16 in Fairgrove
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-
victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, the defen-
dant’s $10,000 bond was revoked
and he was remanded to the cus-
tody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Jennifer L. Foster, 48, Attica,
pleaded no contest to charges of
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and driving without insur-
ance Dec. 4 in Mayville.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Keith G. Truemner, 30, Cass
City, pleaded guilty to possession
of cocaine, heroin or another nar-
cotic (less than 25 grams) Jan. 30
in Cass City. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$8,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Joseph M. Reyna, 37, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to violation of the
Sex Offenders Registration Act by
failing to comply with reporting
duties Feb. 8 in Vassar Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Ronald L. Meyers II, 36, Bur-
ton, pleaded no contest to one
count of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer June 9
in Indianfields Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Raymond T. Slaght, 54, Caro,
pleaded guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by
failing to comply with reporting
duties between Jan. 1 and Jan. 31
in Ellington Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $8,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*James P. Morgan, 58, Flint, was

sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with work release, fol-
lowing his pleas of guilty to oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor, third of-
fense, and driving while his li-
cense was suspended or revoked
Oct. 18, 2014, in Vassar Town-
ship. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 60 months probation
and ordered to complete 480
hours of community service and
pay costs and fines totaling
$1,808.
*Mark A. Isham, Jr., 34, Milling-

ton, pleaded no contest to charges
of assaulting, resisting or obstruct-
ing a police officer, and to at-
tempted assault with intent to do
great bodily harm less than mur-
der June 2 in Watertown Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $100,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Ride free
and die?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Dick Szarapski of Cass City of-
fers some archery tips to Miken-
zee Smith, 8, also of Cass City,
during the annual United Sports-
men’s Alliance (USA) Youth Day,
held Saturday at the Cass City
Gun Club. The event brings sea-
soned outdoor veterans and kids
together in an effort to teach youth
about shooting and hunting safety,
with an emphasis on family in-
volvement in the activity.

Four-year-old Addison Freder-
ick, daughter of Kati Hill of Cass
City, shed 6 inches from her long
blond locks Friday morning at the
VIP Salon, Cass City. Stylist Jodi
Naegele did the honors for Fred-
erick, who donated her hair to
Wigs for Kids, a non-profit organ-
ization that has been serving chil-
dren suffering from hair loss since
1981. The value of each hair re-
placement donated by the organi-
zation is $1,800, according to
founder Jeffrey Paul. “Each pros-
thesis is hand-tied and is made
completely from human hair. We
make sure they look just like a
child’s own hair,” he said.

To him, it feels like a “Field of
Dreams,” for others it will simply
be known as Wallace Field. Bob
Wallace, a 1953 graduate of Cass
City High School, was honored
earlier this month by Hemlock
High School, as the Huskies
named their football field after the
former coaching legend and dedi-
cated teacher of 34 years. He led
the Huskies to 5 undefeated sea-
sons and 9 league championships,
while achieving a pair of 20-game
win streaks and 18 winning sea-
sons. He was named Class B Re-
gional Coach of the Year in 1974,
1975 and 1977. His mark from
1965-1975 was a lofty 82-9-2

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Army Pvt. Michael Hicks has
graduated from basic combat
training at Fort Jackson, Colum-
bia, S.C. During the 9 weeks of
training, the soldier studied the
Army mission, history, tradition
and core values, physical fitness,
and received instruction and prac-
tice in basic combat skills, mili-
tary weapons, chemical warfare
and bayonet training, drill and cer-
emony, marching, rifle marks-
manship, armed and unarmed
combat, map reading, field tactics,
military courtesy, military justice
system, basic first aid, foot
marches, and field training exer-
cises. Hicks is the son of Mary
Hicks of Decker. The private
graduated in 2000 from Marlette
High School.

Navy Reserve seaman recruit
John P. Guc of Cass City, recently
completed U.S. Navy basic train-
ing at Recruit Training Command,
Great Lakes, Ill. Guc, the son of
Sandra L. Corl of Cass City, is a
2006 graduate of Cass City High
School.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

Cheryl Lynn Lester, Seeger
Street, and Ronald Henry
Iwankovitsch of Ubly are among
190 students to earn degrees at the
end of the summer session at Sag-
inaw Valley State University.
Lester, the daughter of the late
Mary and Theodore Lester, re-
ceived a BA degree with a major
in English. She is a 1987 graduate
of Cass City High School. She is
looking for opportunities in either
library work or journalism.
Iwankovitsch earned a MAT in
reading education.

Dick and Lois Sugden of Cass
City and their daughter Lori of
Saginaw recently returned from a
10-day trip to southern California.
While there they visited their
daughter and son-in-law, Julie and
Paul Hutchinson of Pomona, Calif

Marine Lance Cpl. Brent J.
Pinkoski, son of Terry B. and
Deborah A. Pinkoski, Gagetown,
was recently promoted to his pres-
ent rank while serving with the
2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion,
2nd Marine Division, Camp Leje-
une, N.C. A 1991 graduate of Cass
City High School, he joined the
Marine Corps in May 1991.

Marine Lance Cpl. Steven E.
Pfaff, son of Edward J. and Ellen
K. Pfaff, Snover, was recently
promoted to his present rank
while serving with the 2nd Assault
Amphibian Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, Camp Lejeune, N.C. A

Even at the ripe young age of 55, I still have enough thrill seeker in
me to never turn down the opportunity to ride the scariest roller coaster
I can find.

But I’d never hop on a motorcycle and go roaring down Deckerville
Road (or any other road for that matter) without a good helmet protect-
ing what’s left of my brain.
Yeah, I’m one of those folks who simply can’t fathom the movement

that successfully convinced Michigan lawmakers to make it legal to
ride without a helmet back in 2012. It’s also a fact that I don’t own a
motorcycle and wouldn’t know how to operate one if I did.

But I have eyes, and last week they witnessed a near-tragic accident
involving a pickup truck and two folks enjoying an early fall afternoon
ride on a Harley. The driver of the pickup had stopped on Dodge Road
and started turning onto Deckerville Road – apparently unaware of the
westbound motorcycle traveling in front of me. Luckily, the gentleman
on the front of that Harley veered off to the left, avoiding what almost
certainly would have been a collision involving serious injuries.

Of course that’s a guess, but neither he nor his rider was wearing a
helmet.

Officials at ABATE of Michigan, the nonprofit cycling rights group
that pushed for the repeal of Michigan’s helmet law, say helmets are a
freedom issue and an individual rights issue. I get that.

But it’s difficult to ignore Michigan State Police data that shows, for
example, that 138 people were killed in motorcycle crashes in 2015 –
higher than any year dating back to 1985. From 2000 to 2011, an aver-
age of just under 112 motorcyclists were killed a year. From 2012 –
when the helmet repeal took effect – through 2015, that number aver-
aged nearly 126 people.
A number of hospital and medical journal studies have since reported

what one might guess: that death rates from motorcycle accidents are
higher among operators/riders who don’t wear protection, and those
who survive are frequently more severely injured.
ABATE officials have reported – accurately – that unlicensed motor-

cycle riders comprise a disproportionate share of riders who crash.
But does that really matter? I mean, you can be the most experienced

motorcycle operator in the universe, with years of experience and the
reflexes of a cat, but there’s no way to anticipate every bonehead move
another driver may make in front of you (or behind, or next to you, etc.),
especially if they’re paying more attention to their lunch or an incoming
text than they are to the road.

Sure, wearing a helmet offers no guarantee that a rider will survive a
traffic crash. However, I can’t imagine there’s any doubt that a helmet
increases your chances of survival, or maybe even escaping with only
minor injuries.

Personally, if someone doesn’t want to wear a helmet while they’re
cruising through town or on the freeway, I have no problem with that,
provided a law that removes a proven safety measure doesn’t end up
infringing on my freedom by costing me more in insurance premiums.
Even though the repealed law requires motorcyclists who forego pro-

tection to carry $20,000 in medical insurance, I’m not convinced that’s
the case, largely because it doesn’t take long to rack up $20,000 in med-
ical bills even if you’re talking about a minor procedure.

Oh well, call me a chicken. That’s okay. I’d rather be a live chicken
than die riding a motorcycle without a helmet because, well, I can.

When Cass City Schools opened,
there were many new teachers.
Tuesday morning they officially
began their new duties at a teach-
ers’ meeting. The teachers are:
Mrs. Margaret Scoville, first
grade; Mrs. Marie Schember,
math; Miss Vickie Decker, Eng-
lish and speech; Mrs. Sherryl Dil-
lon, second grade; Wayne Dillon,
industrial arts; Mrs. Nancy
Hutchinson, fourth grade; Mrs.
Joyce Frederick, third grade; Mrs.
Mary Ellen Wynes, English, and
Mrs. Pat Grenevitch, fifth grade;
William Ferguson, band; Donald
Peterson, chemistry and physics;
Mrs. Ula Haythorne, first grade;
James Wynes, social studies;
Richard Scoville, math and busi-
ness training; Curtis Cleland,
guidance and counseling; Robert
Watson, American government
and civics, and John Grenevitch,
principal and fourth grade at De-
ford.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Koepf
had as Sunday dinner guests, Mr.
and Mrs. John Koepf Sr. and John
Koepf Jr. and daughters Kathy and
Karen.

It was a happy birthday Sunday
for Edward Hartwick of rural Cass
City. Now 90, the lifelong resident
of the area is in very good health.
He has a touch of arthritis, but he
doesn’t consider it serious. He
married the former Ruth Jackson
of Cass City, Sept. 16, 1908. The
couple has nine living children, 26
grandchildren and 22 great-grand-
children. An estimated 65 mem-
bers of the family attended the
celebration.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

White asters, gladioli and ferns
formed the setting for the wedding
of Miss Pauline Livingston,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Perry
Livingston, of Gagetown and Lt.
Robert M. Joiner, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robt. F. Joiner, of Bay City,
at the home of the bride’s parents
Tuesday evening, Sept. 15. Rev.
Richard A. Elve of the First Bap-
tist Church of Bay City, of which
both are members, officiated.

Honoring Mr. and Mrs. Ali B.
Jarman, 90 friends and neighbors
met in the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Claud Peasley in Novesta Town-
ship, Friday evening. Games and
a social time were enjoyed and ice
cream and cake were served. The
honor guests were presented with
a purse and two pretty chairs. Mr.
Jarman has accepted a call from
the Church of Christ at Manton,
Michigan, after serving the
Novesta Church of Christ for al-
most six years. Bruce Spitler of
the Forest Hill Church will begin
services at the Novesta church on
Sunday, Sept. 20.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

Lyle Koepfgen, enlisted and
training with the 74th Aero
Squadron, at Kelly Field, South
Sanantonio, Texas, writes the
Chronicle the following letter
which will prove interesting to his
many friends in the Cass City
community: Dear Friend: Re-
ceived the Chronicle you sent me,
also your card asking me to tell
you something about army life
here. Well, in the first place, I
must say I enjoyed getting the
paper. It seems mighty good to
read the news from your home
town, when you are so far away
and it seems as if I were a long
ways away down here. It is just a
month or a little better since I have
been here. My first impression of
Texas was not very encouraging. I
have sweated and steamed, and
gone with an empty stomach, but
I am hardened now; can stand
anything, the army puts over on
me. This part of Texas would be a
fine farming country if it would
rain once in a while. We have had
two rain storms since I have been
here. They lasted about ten min-
utes and then seemed to get dis-
couraged and stopped.

1989 graduate of Deckerville
High School, Deckerville, he
joined the Marine Corps in May
1991.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Relatives who came to attend the
90th birthday celebration of Theo
Hendrick and were guests over the
weekend of Mr. and Mrs. Ivan
Tracy included Mr. and Mrs. Theo
O’Dell and family, Mr. and Mrs.
Otto Bolz of Milan, Mr. and Mrs.
Jim Bolz and children of Willis,
Mr. and Mrs. David O’Dell and
family of Elsie, Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Chamberlain of Romulus and Mr.
and Mrs. Al Wosh. Weekend
guests in the Theo Hendrick home
were Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brown of
Denver, Colo., and Mr. and Mrs.
Grant O’Dell of Jeffersontown,
Ky.

An estimated 300 spectators at-
tended the Cass City School
Board meeting Monday. Concerns
were the lack of busing and the
quality of the complete educa-
tional package. 

Distribution of government sur-
plus cheese by the Human Devel-
opment Commission attracted a
long line of persons to the Elkland
Township fire hall Thursday
morning. There were 3,250 5-
pound boxes given away. 

Celebrating “Grandparents’
Day,” Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Stilson
were dinner guests Sunday at
Frankenmuth of their grandchil-
dren, Jamie and Kristie Parrish of
Gagetown. 

Anna Osentoski graduated Aug.
14 from Ferris State College, Big
Rapids, with an associate degree
in nursing. She is now employed
at Bay Medical Center, Bay City.

Mr. and Mrs. Jim (Judy) Brown
of Cass City announce the birth of
a nine pound, one and one-half
ounce son, Eric James, born Sept.
13, at Huron Memorial Hospital,
Bad Axe. Eric joins two sisters,
Michelle and Lori, at home. Ma-
ternal grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Ballagh and paternal
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Grant Brown. Maternal great-
grandmother is Mrs. Hilda Wills.

Several area students have been
named to the dean’s list for the
summer semester at Delta Col-
lege. They are Anton F. Peters and
Julie E. Vargo, Cass City; Mary
Kay Burrows, Gagetown, and
Paul R. King, Beverly A. Maxson
and Michael D. Schulte Kingston.
To qualify for the dean’s list re-
quired a minimum 3.5 grade point
average and at least six credit
hours of classes. 

40 YEARS AGO (1977) 

As part of its church rally this
past weekend, the Salem United
Methodist Church in Cass City
sponsored a pet show and parade
Saturday afternoon. Tim Lock-
wood had the grand champion, a
rabbit named “Brownie.” Other
first place winners were: Julie
Loomis (on pony), best mannered;
Pam and Lana Harris, best dressed
pet and owners; Jason Jezewski
best trick by pet, and Diana
Loomis, most unusual pet, a frog,
in the jar.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Martin and
Mrs. Ella Cumper spent several
days last week around Coleman
with Mrs. Hannah Pierson and
Mrs. June Lapratte. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Beardsley
were weekend guests of their
daughter and husband, Mr. and
Mrs. Loren Bigelow, at Ashley.
Sunday, they went to Howell to
visit Mrs. Beardsley’s sister, Lela
Merriam, in the Greenbrier nurs-
ing home.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

The Cass City Zonta Club will
celebrate its 10-year anniversary
at Sherwood Forest Country Club
in Gagetown Sunday, Sept. 24.
Featured at the meeting will be
Mrs. Ann Pellegreno, who re-
cently completed an “around the
world” flight along the route plot-
ted by Amelia Earhart. 

The village of Cass City now
owns the Orr Woods property ad-
jacent to the Cass City Recre-
ational Park. This week the down
payment of $7,500 was made to
the former owners, Mr. and Mrs.
Mort Orr, The balance of the
$26,400 due will be paid in 2
equal installments in 1968 and
1969.
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Continued from page one.

Vandals deface petroglyphs

in interpreting the petroglyphs, which are called ezhibiigaadek asin
(“written on stone”) in the Anishinabemowin language.

“The Sanilac Petroglyphs are one of the most important connections
we have to our past within the region,” said Tribal Chief Frank Cloutier
of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. “The stories that
are handed down from generation to generation thread our past to the
present. We need to preserve diba jimooyung (‘telling our stories’).”

“Pictures, stories and our language are all we have that identifies our
Anishinabek people,” he added. “Without proper protections of these
ancient treasures, we run the risk of losing precious sacred information,”
Cloutier added. “My community needs these treasures protected and
secured.”
The petroglyphs were discovered after the devastating fire in 1881 that

swept through the state, burning more than a million acres of central
and eastern Michigan, including all of the Thumb, and claiming more
than 280 lives across the region. The petroglyphs were carved into a
sandstone formation – measuring 40 feet in length by 15 feet wide –
that remained hidden by dense forests until the flames exposed it.

Historians believe the original carvings were created 300 to 1,000
years ago. They depict birds, animals and a figure that appears to hold
a bow and arrow.
The petroglyphs – Michigan’s only known prehistoric carvings — are

part of a 240-acre park at 8251 Germania Rd. The Michigan Archaeo-
logical Society purchased the property and deeded it to the state in 1971.
Today, the park is open to the public from Memorial Day through Labor
Day, with an estimated 4,000 people visiting annually.

To help preserve what remains of the carvings, a pavilion and
guardrails were set up to protect the sandstone formation and to keep
people from damaging the site.
“We urge the public to be our added eyes and ears in the field to assist

Michigan’s state parks and recreation system in protecting these and
other cultural treasures from such senseless acts of vandalism,” said
Ron Olson, chief of DNR Parks and Recreation Division. “Please alert
park rangers and staff if you witness any suspicious activity that may
threaten this area.”

The DNR and the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan ask
that anyone with information concerning the individuals who defaced
the Sanilac Petroglyphs call or text the DNR Report All Poaching
(RAP) hotline at 800-292-7800. Individuals may qualify for a reward,
provided by the Michigan History Center, if they submit information
that leads to the arrest and conviction of the vandals.

spearheaded the celebration about eight years ago.
“Pinktober is now going to be narrowed down to make it a week-long

event,” Kreeger said last week. She explained the observance will con-
sist of an annual “girls’ night out” fundraiser, the popular Pink-or-Treat
activity, and possibly some other events involving Cass City students
and the local business community.
Last year’s Pink-or-Treat drew an estimated 800 people, with young-

sters and their families invited to “trick-or-treat” downtown, courtesy
of the business community, volunteers and others. This year’s Pink-or-
Treat is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 17, from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
The Pretty in Pink Girls’ Night Out, which raised nearly $10,000 last

year, meanwhile, has been renamed the Pretty in Pink Girls’ Night Out
Presented by Gilligan’s and is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 14, from 7
to 10 p.m.  Attendance at last year’s event totaled 112, according to
Kreeger, who said a change in venue (from the Charmont to Gilligan’s)
has enabled organizers to expand ticket sales this year to 160. 
A portion of the money raised each year from the Girls’ Night Out is

earmarked for the Love for Lexi Paying It Forward Fund, which was
established in 2012 following the death of Alexis “Lexi” Jade Smith,
the daughter of Heidi Hartwick of Cass City and Randy Smith. The
youngster was diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor earlier that
same year.
The tragic loss prompted a small group of parents and others to estab-

lish a fund that would not only honor Lexi’s memory, but also assist
other local families caring for a child diagnosed with cancer. The Cass
City Lions Club also stepped in to help the group by handling the money
donated to the group. Donations are now held in a fund through the Tus-
cola County Community Foundation.
Anyone interested in volunteering or who would like more information

about the upcoming activities is encouraged to contact Joe or Robin
Keine (for Girls’ Night Out tickets, which go on sale Friday, Sept. 15)
at (989) 872-4488, or Kreeger (Pink-or-Treat) at (989) 912-0059.

Continued from page one.

Pinktober observance back on

Cass City Chronicle
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As we watched the devastation in
Texas and now anticipate years of
recovery, some are asking: “Why
would God allow such a thing?”
Of course, the problem of suffer-
ing has been with us since man’s
fall in the Garden.  Many people
(often those who say there is no
God) blame Him for these kind of
natural disasters.  Interestingly,
secular insurance companies like
to exempt themselves from the so
called “acts of God” when it
comes to paying claims.  

In Romans 8, Paul speaks about
how even the creation was af-
fected by man’s fall into sin, and
says: “For we know that the whole
creation groans and suffers in pain
together until now,” Romans 8:22.
Evidently, blame for the planet’s
failures, both material and spiri-
tual, points to us, not a loving God
who created it in perfection.  

When we see the volume of
water that came from the sky in
Texas, we are reminded of Noah’s
flood, another story often discred-
ited by the godless.  Critics of the
Genesis account of a global, cata-
clysmic deluge don’t believe there
was ever enough water on the
earth to accomplish such a thing.
But honest researchers tell us that
if the earth’s surface was com-

pletely flat, there would be
enough water to cover the planet
to a depth of 8,000 feet.  Remem-
ber, the antediluvian earth was
much different geologically than
it was after the flood.  Besides a
powerful 40 day and 40 night rain
storm (it only took a couple of
days and nights in Texas) scripture
says that: “all the fountains of the
great deep burst open...” Genesis
7:11.  
Between the declaration of God’s

Word and what we have witnessed
in the Gulf, I don’t think the story
of Noah’s flood is that hard to be-
lieve.  In fact, Jesus Himself testi-
fied to its truth when He said: “For
the coming of the Son of Man will
be just like the days of Noah.  For
in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marry-
ing and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered the ark,
and they did not understand until
the flood came and took them all
away; so will the coming of the
Son of Man be,” Matthew 24:38,
39.  
If the Only Begotten Son of God

believed the story to be true, we
would do well to believe the same.
But again the question: “Why
would God allow such a thing in
Texas?”  Knowing that the condi-

tions of our day are like they were
in the days of Noah, where the
earth is filled with violence, and
the thoughts and intents of man’s
heart are only evil continually
(Genesis 6:5), God is really being
merciful.  He is trying to get our
attention; trying to get us to look
up to Him and not to ourselves be-
fore it is too late.  

Though the natural disasters of
fire and flood are all around us,
we must lift up our heads and see
that the Lord is still in control.  As
He sets His bow in the sky (Gen-
esis 9:12-17), we have a wonder-
ful promise about the future and
the ark of His salvation.  And it is
this eternal promise we must un-
derstand and rest in today.                            

Pastor Todd Gould
Evangelical Free Church

Pastor’s Column

Trust in God’s salvation
during natural disasters
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News briefs

Senior safety focus of meet
CARO – The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department will be hosting its
third annual Senior Education Presentation Wednesday, Sept. 20, from
1 to 4 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro.

The free program will offer a broad range of information on elder
abuse prevention, protection and education.
The keynote speaker will be Dr. Arshad Aqil, M.D., Caro, who will be

joined by speakers representing adult protective services, Chemical
Bank, Lakeshore Legal Aid, Lakeshore’s LTC Ombudsman Program,
and local law enforcement, including the Tuscola County Sheriff’s De-
partment.
More information is available by calling (989) 450-8632.

Counterfeit cash in county
TUCOLA COUNTY – Sheriff Glen Skrent reported that a counterfeit
$50 bill was passed at an Akron business recently.
“The Secret Service was notified by the Akron Police Department and

confirmed the bill to be counterfeit,” said Skrent, who offered the fol-
lowing tips for spotting counterfeit money:

*Feel the bill — It should be slightly rough unlike the paper used to
make fake bills, which is much more smooth.
*Tilt the bill — The number in the bottom right corner should change

colors between green and copper. That’s color-shifting ink that can’t be
duplicated by copy cats.

*Put the bill up to light — You should be able to see a security strip
with the denomination of the bill.
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Health fair set at hospital
CASS CITY — Hills and Dales General Hospital will host an annual
health fair Saturday, Oct. 14, from 7 to 11 a.m.

This year’s event will be at the MARC Building across the street at
6190 Hospital Dr. due to construction at the hospital.

The fair will offer selected health screenings at reduced prices, there
will be dozens of vendors on hand, and light refreshments will be avail-
able.
For more information, call (989) 872-2121.

Gagetown icon is retiring
GAGETOWN — Village of Gagetown DPW Supervisor Bob Mc-
Creedy will retire Oct. 27 after more than 30 years of service to the
community.
Chris Abbe will take over the position.

Board appointees needed
CARO — The Tuscola County Board of Commissioners is seeking ap-
plicants to fill vacancies on some county boards and commissions.
Individuals are needed to serve on the Tuscola County Veterans’ Com-

mittee, and a candidate is being sought for the Tuscola Behavioral
Health Systems (TBHS) Board of Directors.

The TBHS) Board meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of the
month. To qualify, a candidate must be a member of the community or
have received services either through public or private behavioral health
systems.
There is also an opening on the Tuscola County Planning Commission,

which meets at 5 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month.
Applications are available at www.tuscolacounty.org under depart-

ments - clerk’s office. The deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
23. To apply, submit applications and a resume to clerk@tuscola-
county.org or mail to Jodi Fetting, Tuscola County clerk, 440 N. State
St., Caro, MI 48723.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

several years.
Bock, who coordinates the preparation of free meals for local students

throughout the school year, then undertakes the same job to serve up
thousands of meals for Thumb area youngsters after school lets out, re-
ported she and her crew prepared nearly 1,900 breakfasts and more than
5,766 lunches at three different meal sites between June and August.

The program started June 21, with nutritious meals served Monday
through Friday at Cass City Elementary School.

Cass City School officials again partnered with other districts to pro-
vide free meals for children in the surrounding area, according to Bock,
who said breakfasts and lunches were served at Small Wonders Day
Care, 1381 Cleaver Rd., Caro, as well as in the community room at
Grandview Estates, 154 E. Deckerville Rd., also in Caro.

In all, the Cass City Public Schools prepared more than 9,300 meals
in the summer for area children last summer, up from 8,000 meals dur-
ing the summer of 2015.

This year’s total was around 7,650 meals. However, the program
started about two weeks later than usual because of a late school dis-
missal date, and the program had one less meal site, Bock pointed out.

“Overall, our program was very well received. Both sites in Caro did
really well. We were pleased with those,” she said, noting one of those
sites saw 50 to 60 youths in attendance each day, while participation at
the other site averaged 25 to 30 youths daily.

“At the Cass City site, we (fed) generally 70 to 100 each day,” Bock
added. “I think it’s a great program – there are kids that ride their bikes
up there every day to eat.
Bock and one or two other food service personnel prepare all the food

in Cass City. The U.S. Department of Agriculture reimburses the district
for the meals, some of which are then transported to the satellite summer
meal sites.

The continued steady participation in the free summer meal program
doesn’t come as a surprise to Bock, who reported roughly 56 percent
of students at Cass City Elementary School qualified for free or re-
duced-price meals during the last school year, while the percentage at
the high school dropped a few points – about 45 percent of those stu-
dents qualified for reduced-price or free meals.
“I don’t know if that’s because more families were working or because

more families just weren’t applying. We had a lot of applications last
year, by the end of the school year,” she said. Bock added applications
for the new school year are starting to flow in, (and) they’re coming in
pretty steady so far. We’ll see what this year brings, but I’m hoping
more people are working.”

Bock takes advantage of every opportunity to encourage parents to
apply for free or reduced-price meals, including those who find them-
selves suddenly facing reduced incomes due to job loss or other situa-
tions. Parents can file an application on-line by visiting the Cass City
Public Schools website, or by calling (989) 872-5729.

Continued from page one.

School serves up free meals

ine added. “We don’t want to
make this even worse for these
folks, but if they are dealing with
some form of extreme hardship,
they need to contact us and let us
know so we don’t start the
process.

“If an individual is not paying
their support and not contacting

friend of the court to let us know
what’s going on, we assume that
paying child support is not a pri-
ority for them. If that’s the case,
we will begin the process of sus-
pending their hunting and sporting
licenses.
The bottom line, she said, is “we

really just want to connect with
folks who aren’t paying their sup-
port and we hope that this will

cause them to reach out to us and
set up a payment plan.”

Erskine is urging individuals
concerned about their licenses to
contact the office at (989) 673-
4848 to resolve non-payment is-
sues.

The Tuscola County Friend of
the Court, a division within the
Tuscola County trial courts, deals
with domestic relations matters.

Continued from page one.

Parents behind in support could lose license

Gary Glenn announces run for
Mike Green’s seat in the Senate

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A state representative on hand for
a recent Cass City Village Council
meeting announced he plans to
seek veteran state Senator Mike
Green’s 31st District seat in Lans-
ing.

State Rep. Gary Glenn of the
98th District announced to an au-
dience of about 35 people in atten-
dance at the meeting that he plans
to run for Green’s post when it be-
comes available.

“This is Mike’s last term as sen-
ator,” said Green’s aide, James
McLoskey. “Mike is in line to be-
come the Michigan Director of the
USDA Rural Development office
in Lansing. We are not sure when
the federal government appoint-
ment will be announced, but it
could be within the next month or

so.”
Glenn’s 98th District includes

portions of Bay and Midland
counties. Within Bay County, he
represents the cities of Auburn and
Pinconning and Linwood, and the
townships of Beaver, Fraser,
Garfield, Gibson, Mount Forest,
Pinconning, and Williams. In
Midland County, the district in-
c ludes
the city
of Mid-
l a n d ,
the vil-
lage of
S a n -
f o r d ,
and the
t o w n -
ships of
M i d -
l a n d ,
Homer,
Jerome, Larkin, Lee and Lincoln.

Green’s district covers Bay,

Lapeer and Tuscola counties. He
previously served as a state repre-
sentative and as a Tuscola County
commissioner.

When Green is appointed to the
USDA Rural Development office,
it will be up to the governor to
schedule a special election to fill
the senate vacancy left by the ap-
pointment, according to
McLoskey. 

The winner of the election will
serve for the balance of the term
of office in the senate.

In his position as a state repre-
sentative, Glenn is chair of the
House Energy Committee (his
second term of being on the
panel). He also was named to a
second term on the Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee.
Glenn also serves on the Commu-
nications and Technology, and In-
surance committees.

Gary Glenn

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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THE “LONG ARM of the law” now extends into the sky in Tuscola

County, thanks to fundraising efforts that enabled the Tuscola County

Sheriff’s Department to purchase a drone recently. The drone was used

to take this aerial picture of a house fire In Juniata Township Aug. 30.

Fundraising efforts pay

off with drone purchase

for sheriff’s department
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

The latest addition to the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department’s ar-
senal of investigative tools combines flight with high-tech visual equip-
ment, giving deputies a bird’s-eye view of traffic crashes, fires and
crime scenes.

The department recently purchased a drone that provides an aerial
view not available before. The equipment can also be used to assist in
missing person searches.

“The price of the drone was $4,000. Several fundraisers were held to
cover the cost. One of the events was a cookout at Northstar Bank in
Caro that raised over $1,500,” said Undersheriff Robert Baxter. “Do-
nations from Team One Credit Union, Poet Biorefinery, and several pri-
vate donations helped with the cost.”

The sheriff’s department used the proceeds to purchase an Inspire II
model drone. The high-quality unit can operate for 25 minutes in be-
tween battery charges, its maximum speed is 58 mph, and it has infrared
sensors.
With that speed, the drone can cover a lot of area in a short amount of

time, which is helpful when searching for a missing child or a vulnera-
ble adult, Baxter pointed out. He noted the drone can also be used to
take photographs of accident scenes, natural disasters, and other inci-
dents.
There is more to operating a drone that just turning it on and moving

the controls, according to Baxter.
Because this equipment isn’t a toy, its operator(s) must be licensed.

Towards that end, Steve Anderson, director of Tuscola County Emer-
gency Management, and Sgt. Josh Herman have both become licensed
drone operators.
So far, officers have used the drone to take aerial photos of scenes in-

volving malicious destruction of property, accidents and house fires.

STATE REP. Dr. Edward J. Canfield, D.O., (R-Se-

bewaing), hosted First Lt. Patrick Darrow, who was

recently named commander of the Michigan State

Police Post in Caro, for the Michigan House’s an-

nual Sept. 11 Memorial Service at the Capitol. The

ceremony remembers first responders and mem-

bers of the military from Michigan who died in the

line of duty in the past year. Canfield represents the

84th District, comprised of Tuscola and Huron

counties.

taxed rather than the true cash
value of the turbines.

The Tuscola Bay 1 Wind Farm,
which became operational in
2012, consists of 68 Turbines lo-
cated in Tuscola County’s Gilford
Township and seven turbines in
Blumfield Township in Saginaw
County.

“While we are pleased with this
outcome, it only covers that one
NextEra wind farm and not their
second wind farm in our county,”
said Tuscola County Controller
Mike Hoagland.

Counties score victory in battle over wind turbine tax revenue
Continued from page one. “It has no impact on the wind

farms in Huron County and in
Sanilac County. The issue of taxes
and depreciation on the wind
farms in those counties are still
before the tribunal,” Osentoski
pointed out.
The appeal that was dismissed on

Tuscola Wind 1 was for tax years
2014 through 2017.

However, the dismissal is not a
financial windfall for Tuscola
County. Ever since the state
changed the tax and depreciation
method of wind turbines, Tuscola
officials have escrowed a portion
of the tax money collected to be

on the safe side in case the tribu-
nal found in favor of the energy
company.

Hoagland estimates the county
escrowed about $970,000 for the
general fund, and about $576,000
from the eight special millages the
county levies.
“I caution that all of that approx-

imate $1,546,000 is not free and
clear to use. That includes es-
crowed money from NextEra’s
second wind project that is still
before the tribunal,” Hoagland
said. “And, we do not have all of
the details from the tribunal of
what the dismissal actually means.

“That money is in the bank, but
we are not banking on being able
to use all of it until everything is
worked out. That will still take
some time.”
In addition, NextEra also has the

Tuscola Wind II that is located in
the townships of Gilford, Akron,
Fairgrove and Juniata.

The dismissal has no impact on
the second wind farm that became
operational in 2013, said
Hoagland, who explained the
heart of the issue is that in 2011
the State Tax Commission (STC)
changed the depreciation schedule
for wind turbines. That change re-
sulted in lower taxable values for
wind projects, which in turn
meant less tax revenue. 

Officials from the five counties
with wind farms protested the
abrupt change, implemented with
no input from local municipalities.
Since the tax change was imple-
mented, the MERC has been try-
ing to get the state to institute a
fair tax process that reflects the
taxable value and life of a turbine.
Under the tax commission’s 2011

ruling, wind turbines went from a
100 percent assessment in year
one — with a scheduled depreci-
ation to 30 percent value in 15
years — to an 80 percent initial
assessment, with a depreciation to
30 percent value in six years. 

The change meant thousands of
dollars in reduced revenue to the
counties and the other taxing
agencies within those entities. 

Because of that and STC refusal
to answer questions on why they
made the changes, the five coun-

ties formed MREC with the com-
mon goal of correcting the taxa-
tion inequity. The organization
also hired the law firm of Clark
Hill to handle legal matters and
make the argument for the original
or another fair and reasonable
method of wind energy taxation. 

“At NextEra Energy Resources,
we want the communities where
we do business to benefit from our
projects. We also want them to
know what they can expect to col-
lect in tax revenue and have cer-
tainty in their budgeting
processes,” said NextEra Energy
Resources spokesman Steven
Stengel. “While there are many is-
sues we would like the state to
clarify with regard to assessing the
taxable value of wind farms, our
case with the Michigan Tax Tribu-
nal has simply dragged on too
long.

“In the interest of maintaining
strong relationships with the com-
munities we serve, we have cho-
sen to withdraw our case with the
tribunal (on that one issue).”

Had NextEra’s appeal been suc-
cessful, it would have lowered the
overall value of the 75 turbines in
Tuscola and Saginaw counties.

“We would like to acknowledge
the professional nature in which
the attorneys and management at
NextEra handled their part of the
appeal process,” said Osentoski.
“NextEra indicated to us that their
request to dismiss was in the inter-
est in maintaining a strong posi-
tive relationship with
communities it serves.”
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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CONSUMER ALERT
Families of St. Clair County 

& Surrounding Areas
Out-of-town funeral homes and cremation 
“societies” are suddenly and aggressively 
marketing discount cremation in your area. 

Families are 
asking...  

Contrary to recent promotions and advertisements, 
cremation does not cost less in metropolitan areas.

�e intent of this consumer alert is to assist the community in making 
informed decisions.

More Questions? More Answers.  
Call your local Funeral Director 
or visit pollockrandall.com/consumeralert 

Does a cremation truly cost 
less in “the city” than in my 
hometown?
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Local dealership to close
Continued from page one.

Thousands enjoy Fall Family Days...

SUNNY SKIES AND plenty of fun and food greeted visitors during this year’s

Fall Family Days at the Thumb Octagon Barn near Gagetown (below). The

popular fall weekend celebration also brought out dozens of vendors, including

Tina and Glenn Guilds, Cass City (above), who sold produce and mums for

Tina’s daughter, Mikayla McCane, supervisor of Red’s Greenhouse in Sterling.

At right, Reese Hudson, 7, daughter of Andrea and Randy Hudson of Goodrich

(top photo), washed some clothes the old-fashioned way, while her sister, Lydia,

10, tried out a water pump in the children’s activities area. Also pictured is a

demonstration at the sawmill.

Pat Curtis Chevrolet Cadillac in Caro - vows to continue his support
for Cass City, where he is Board President of Hills and Dales General
Hospital, a Paul Harris Fellow and past president of the Cass City Ro-
tary Club and the Chamber of Commerce 2015 Citizen of the Year.
The Curtis family’s support of Cass City also has included providing

free vehicles for several community activities and financial support for
a wide variety of projects including the playscape located on the former
Junior High School grounds, sporting most Red Hawk teams, most
chamber events, most hospital events and downtown car shows to name
just a few. His building at 6617 Main Street had been the location for
the town’s Christmas for Kids drive annually. 

“We will remain present in Cass City. Dan lives in Cass City and his
wife (Director of Bands Laura Curtis) teaches here. We are not upset
with Cass City in any way. This is more of a consolidation,” Curtis said,
noting all employees of the Cass City franchise have jobs waiting for
them in Caro.
Curtis purchased the Cass City car establishment in 1998 and then in-

vested thousands of dollars to demolish a pair of buildings in 2003 to
improve the downtown development. 

To make room for a used car lot along Main Street, Curtis purchased
the former Videomation building in 2000 and the East and West Restau-
rant building in 2003 that helped to clean up the block near the corner
of Main and Sherman streets.

The local car dealership’s improvements also included exterior and
interior renovations, landscaping and installation of lighting for the new
lot space.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.


