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Ben’s clears hurdle in plans for new grocery
Cass City Village

Planning Commission
okays preliminary site
plan for construction of
bank branch inside new
store.

THE CASS City Planning Commission conditionally approved a site plan for

construction of a Frankenmuth Credit Union branch within the proposed Ben’s

Supercenter store slated to be housed in the former Erla’s Foods building.

Plans call for the bank to be located in the southeast corner of the store (pic-

tured above), with a narrow strip of land (at left) previously used for parking

transformed into a drive-through lane.

FOR SALE?
Public hearings set in Cass City

THOUSANDS OF people are expected to return

to the Thumb Octagon Barn for the 22nd annual

Fall Family Days celebration, slated for Saturday

and Sunday, Sept. 9 and 10.

Area schools collect more funding

K of C run/walk to benefit  
pantries in 2 communities

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s been more than two
decades since the first Fall Fam-
ily Days celebration took place
at the Thumb Octagon Barn
near Gagetown.

That inaugural festival came
about thanks to a group of hard
working volunteers who hosted
some 300 visitors while work-
ing towards a common goal; to
repair and renovate the histori-
cal eight-sided barn that former
Gagetown banker James Purdy
contracted to have built in the
1920s.

Folks planning to attend the
22nd annual Fall Family Days at
what is now called the Thumb
Octagon Barn Agricultural Mu-
seum, can look forward to see-
ing nothing short of a complete
transformation of the old Purdy
family farm, including that
unique barn and nearby farm-
house, all part of what is now
known as the Thumb Octagon
Barn and Agricultural Museum.

They should also be prepared
for plenty of company, as Fall
Family Days officials say they
would like nothing better than to
see attendance top the average
15,000 people who have at-
tended the two-day celebration
in recent years.
This year’s festival is slated for

Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 9
and 10.
The Thumb Octagon Barn and

Agricultural Museum is located
1 ½ miles east of Gagetown and
one mile north in Tuscola
County, just south of the Huron
County border at 6948 Ritchie
Rd.  Daily gate admission is $5
(six years and older), and all ac-
tivities/events will be open both
days from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  No
pets are allowed.
Free tractor driven wagon shut-

tles are provided to transport
people to and from the parking
areas to the site; handicapped
shuttles are also available.

The theme for 2017 is Grain
Elevators, and there will be tent
presentations on that theme

throughout the weekend.
The Friday night fish fry tradi-

tion will continue this year from
4 to 7 p.m. Sept. 8 in the Munro
Building, with Greg Talaski of
Kinde preparing the fish.  The
menu also includes baked
beans, potatoes, vegetable, cole
slaw and dessert.  The cost is
$10 for adults and $5 for kids
ages six to 12 (free for children
under five).

Saturday’s events will include
opening ceremonies at 8:30 a.m.
Food and refreshments will be
available in the Munro Building
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and there
will be traditional country music
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., followed
by more music in the barn from
7 to 9 p.m.

On Sunday, a Gospel hymn
sing will get underway at 10
a.m., and there will be more tra-
ditional country music from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.
A big country breakfast will be

prepared by the Knights of
Columbus #3224, Caro, Satur-

Fall Family Days

Please turn to page 8.

Thousands expected for 22nd annual celebration

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Michigan lawmakers recently
approved additional school fund-
ing following years of stagnate or
moderate per-pupil funding.

According to state Rep. Dr. Ed-
ward J. Canfield (R-Sebewaing),
schools will see an increase in per-
student funding of between $60
and $120, and high schools will
get an extra $25 more per student.

Funding has been a struggle for
some districts since 1994 when
Proposal A revamped school fund-
ing from a property tax levy to a
per-pupil foundation allowance
funded by an increase in state
sales tax.

This year’s funding hike means
the Cass City Public Schools will
receive $233,532.
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Har-

tel says he knew about the funding

change several months ago, so the
increase was built into the local
district’s 2017-18 budget, which
was drafted in June and went into
effect July 1.

“It’s good news. Enrollment has
been decreasing, but some dis-
trict’s say the increase isn’t

enough because it is offset by the
expense of complying with un-
funded mandates,” said Hartel.
“The increase certainly helps, but
we still have to watch spending.”

Hartel noted about 10 years ago
the district was struggling finan-

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 8. 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Whether you’re a seasoned runner or just enjoy a nice leisurely stroll,
the Central Thumb Knights of Columbus Council 8892 (Cass City,
Gagetown, Wilmot and Deford) is extending an invitation to anyone in-
terested in participating in the organization’s annual run/walk this year.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Plans to incorporate a Franken-
muth Credit Union branch within
the new Ben’s Supercenter store
slated to be constructed on the for-
mer Erla’s Food Center property
in Cass City cleared one hurdle
during a special Cass City Plan-
ning Commission meeting Thurs-
day night.
After about 30 minutes of discus-

sion, the planning commission
unanimously approved a prelimi-
nary site plan for construction of
the bank branch inside what is ex-
pected to be named “Ben’s Fresh
Neighborhood Market”.
The approval is contingent on de-

veloper Jim Zyrowski securing a
zoning variance allowing a bank
drive-through feature to be con-
structed within less than the 60-
foot setback requirement in the
village zoning ordinance.  

David Marr, project manager
with TSSF Architects Inc., Sagi-
naw, explained the bank branch
would be located in the southeast
corner of the store and would fea-
ture a drive-through banking op-
tion utilizing a narrow strip of
land previously used for parking.

There is adequate space for two
lanes of traffic (one for the drive-
through and the other for bank
customers to pass those in the
drive-through lane), according to
Marr, who noted the grade of the
land would be lessened and a full
curb and gutter installed on the
south border along Church Street.

Among the concerns voiced by
planning board members was ad-
equate space for two lanes of traf-
fic in the drive-through area, and
whether the close proximity of
exits serving the bank and store
would cause traffic issues. Marr
assured officials that the available
space is adequate, and he sug-
gested that specific entrance and
exit lanes should be established in
the store’s main parking lot.

Zyrowski, president of the Mar-
lette-based Ben’s Supercenter
Inc., announced last spring that he
was ready to move forward with
plans to gut and renovate the for-
mer Erla’s building and open a
full-service grocery store.
Zyrowski, whose announcement

came more than a year after pur-
chasing the Erla’s building in the
fall of 2015, previously expressed
interest in building a new store on
property located across from the
Shell station on the former Croft
Clara property along Main Street.
Negotiations followed with repre-
sentatives of Frankenmuth Credit
Union, which owns the property,
but an agreement never material-
ized.

“The cost ended up being too
high for that project,” Zyrowski
said at the time. “Our intention

now is to go back into the existing
Erla’s building and completely re-
vamp it – completely reface it in-
side and out – and restore what the
Erla’s family started years ago.

A representative of Frankenmuth
Credit Union who was on hand for
Thursday’s planning commission
meeting said the credit union was
planning to build its new branch

on the former Croft Clara prop-
erty, but opted instead to become
part of Zyrowski’s new store be-
cause of the community interest in

Please turn to page 16.

Please turn to page 5.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Cass City village officials have scheduled a pair of public hearings for
later this month.

Both inquiries deal with the sale of village property and will be held
prior to the September regular meeting of the village council, slated for
Monday, Sept. 25th, beginning at 7:00 p.m.



PAGE TWO CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2017

�����������!���$�
�������� ���
������
�	�

	�� ������
!���������!� �� �
%������������%

� &$�(�����&'�%�����
��#�'!�������')�#�����
��$!��������(#�+�����
������		
�
������������	����
��

��������
��������
��
�
�
###�� ���������

���������� ����� �����"��$�!�
�	�����
�����()��'�%"��)�

� ���������
	�	�	
�
�	����	� $���

����!%��)���*!)���

� ���������
��	
	��
������  ����������!%��)�

� ���������	��
�
�
������������ ���������

��

�����
��	������

 �
�������������
 �
����������� �������

 �
��������� �
�������

�������������
������������
��	���
�	�	����������

���
���
�&�������

������������
����������-��'%��((!%$�"��,���+�#(
����������-��'�(�'!&)!%$(��!""��
����������-���'���(�"��)!%$�%���'�#�(
����������-��""�),&�(�%���%$)��)(
����������-��%�"!$���!�%��"(
����������-��"�((�(�'�&�!'��
����������-�
"*���'%((��.���.&�')!�!&�$)
���������
��������������

�!���""�������&����!�
��	��������#�����""���#&

�
������

����%������	���

��				�

������
�����������������������		���������

������

�$"�����  ��������
���
���������!��#�
������
	������



�����������������������������

���������������������� ��

����

��������������

����������

��������������

������������������

��������������������������

��		����������
��		��



��		����
������		����

��
�����
	����	���
��	���

���������

�!����-��*)%�-��%#�

*(!$�((�-���") 

���$)(�
��$��$����"��
�$�%��$���"��

�� �"�����$�"#����!�%��"�%
����������!$��)�����((��!),������
	��

�
��
	������

��

���������������

��������
��		�����������������

�
��	���

��		����������

	����
��	�����
�������	
����
������

��
��	�

���������
������������

�����
�������������

�����	��

�
		
����
����������	���
���
���
�������
���
���

����
��

����
����
����
��
�������
�������

�������
������
����������������������
��������

�����������
�	���

�
� � �

� �

� � �
� � �

� � �
� � � � �

� � �

� � � � �
� � � �
� � �

� � � � � �
� � �

� � �
� �

�

�

� �
� � �

� � �

� �
� � �
�

&
�

����������-��'%��((!%$�"��,���+�#(
����������-��'�(�'!&)!%$(��!""��
����������-���'���(�"��)!%$�%���'�#�(
����������-��""�),&�(�%���%$)��)(
����������-��%�"!$���!�%��"(
����������-��"�((�(�'�&�!'��
����������-�
"*���'%((��.���.&�')!�!&�$)
� � � � �

� �
� � � �

� �

�
� �

� �
� � �

�

�

� �

�� � � �
�

� � � �
� � � �

� � � � � � �

�
�

��	
�����
��������������������
���
�
��
	�
�����
���

������������ ����("�
���� ���� �
������!� �����,&��("��("

�%#)����#+.��
����	
���.�����(�
�%#,#���/,���"1��*)-*'�.����,&-%

��--��&.1 ��.����)!,�.&/-�
�*-.��
������
���&"2-��/)��/)����
�

�))/�'

�#�%���&'�%�#%�&$#"&#%���  �#%
'�+'���
���
�����	��#%��!�� 
��"'%� '�(!��#����!�� 

����	
	
���
�������������
���	�

�0#).�-+*)-*,#"� 1�
�/,���"1��*)-*'�.����,&-%���

��*$����*/)!&'������

***��%("&��"($��#!��#������&&%�)�%%("

�
� � �

� �

� � �
� � �

� � �
� � � � �

� � �

� � � � �
� � � �
� � �

� � � � � �
� � �

� � �
� �

�

�

� �
� � �

� � �

� �
� � �
�

&
�

����������-��'%��((!%$�"��,���+�#(
����������-��'�(�'!&)!%$(��!""��
����������-���'���(�"��)!%$�%���'�#�(
����������-��""�),&�(�%���%$)��)(
����������-��%�"!$���!�%��"(
����������-��"�((�(�'�&�!'��
����������-�
"*���'%((��.���.&�')!�!&�$)
� � � � �

� �
� � � �

� �

�
� �

� �
� � �

�

�

� �

�� � � �
�

� � � �
� � � �

� � � � � � �

�
�

Landon Binder

Landon John Paul Binder, took his final breaths Sunday, August 27, 2017 in University of Michigan Hospital
Ann Arbor with his loving family by his side.  He was born only three years ago, August 6, 2014 in Covenant
Medical Center in Saginaw.  His loving parents are Paul Richard and Natasha Rose (Hill) Binder.    

Landon was a very happy, smiley toddler.  He loved the dogs and camping with his family.  Landon’s
Make-A-Wish trip to Disney World was a highlight of his life and leaves a treasured memory for his family.
Mickey Mouse was one of his very best friends.  Landon always had lots to say and got very excited when
someone else was in trouble with Mom and Dad.  Superman was his extra special hero. 

From the beginning, Landon was surrounded in love by his family, friends and faith community.  Left to
love and cherish his memory are his parents, Paul and Natasha; siblings:  Tara (Aaron Snyder) Binder of
Pinconning, Shawn (Melanie Queen) Binder of Ubly, Elizabeth Binder at home, Liam Binder at home; his
grandparents:  Cliff and Christine Pawlowski of Minden City; David and Geraldine Binder of Sebewaing;
great grandparents:  Wayne and Lillian Sheasby of Harbor Beach, Hershel and Vera Butterfield of Millington;
aunts and uncles:  Ashley (Art) Soper of Harbor Beach, Jeanne O’Dell of Caro, Pamela (Ron) Hawley of
Cass City, Teresa Wolf of Caro, Mark (Diane) Binder of Unionville, Dale (Heidi) Binder of Nashville, TN;
several cousins.  Landon is preceded in death by his great grandparents:  John Condo, Joe and Anna Sakon,
Art and Helen Binder.  

Funeral service were held Saturday, September 2, 2017 in Novesta Church of Christ with Brad Speirs of-
ficiating.  Pallbearers for Landon will be his siblings:  Tara Binder, Aaron Snyder, Elizabeth Binder and
Liam Binder.  Memorials may be made to Family Discretionary Fund.  Family and friends may share mem-
ories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Paul Gyomory 

Paul Albert Gyomory, 90, of Deford died unexpectedly Tuesday, August 29, 2017 in Marlette Regional
Hospital, Marlette.  He was born January 14, 1927 on the family farm in Kingston the last of five sons born
to Steve and Lidia (Kovacs) Gyomory.  He married Nancy Paladi December 7, 1963 in Novesta Church.
She died March 17, 2014.

Paul began his life working on the family farm.  Throughout the years he learned to do all the chores and
eventually the farm became his.  They raised many animals over the years along with growing crops.  Farming
was his life and was deep in his heart.  Paul liked to hunt and fish back in the day and he loved to play
Euchre.   

Paul is survived by his sisters-in-law:  Beatrice Gyomory of Canton, Mary Gyomory of Kingston; nieces
and nephews:  Cheryl (Ben) Fontana of Canton, Linda Gyomory of North Branch, Kathrine (Ed) Lasak of
Sterling Heights, Doug (Florence) Gyomory of North Branch, Frank (Brenda) Gyomory of Lapeer, Jackson
(Debbie) Gyomory of North Branch, Dennis Gyomory of Clifford, Alex Paladi of Deford, Eddie (Cheryl)
Paladi of Cass City, Maria Gyomory of Taylor, Cathy Gyomory of Clifford; several great nieces and great
nephews.  He is preceded in death by his brothers:  Steven Gyomory, Alex Gyomory, Julius Gyomory, Frank
Gryomory; nephews: Gerald Gyomory, Steven Gyomory, John Gyomory.
Funeral service was held Friday, September 1, 2017 in Kranz Funeral Home, Kingston with Debra L. Kranz,

Funeral Service Celebrant officiating.  Interment is in Kingston Cemetery.  Memorials may be made to Amer-
ican Heart Association.  Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements by Kranz Funeral Home of Kingston. 

Donald Kruse

Donald Henry Kruse, 84, of Cass City, died peacefully Tuesday, August 29, 2017 in Lighthouse Rehabil-
itation Center of Caro.  He was born February 18, 1933 in Wisner to Henry and Catherine (Thaut) Kruse.
He married Shirley Ann Strauch May 2, 1953 in Linkville Lutheran Church.

Don was a proud dairy farmer.  Following his retirement, he went to work with his son Dean on his dairy
farm.  Don also spent a brief time working in Elkland Township Cemetery.  He enjoyed playing Euchre,
snowmobiling in the winter and riding his Yamaha motorcycle in the warmer months.  Don loved his dogs,
especially Rex.  His favorite snack food was popcorn and he was always eager to share.    

Don is survived by his wife, Shirley; sons: Dean (Cindy) Kruse of Cass City, Duane (Connie) Kruse of
Caro, Doug (Kathy) Kruse of Cass City; grandchildren:  Paul (Brandi) Kruse, Rebecca (Brandon) Sulicki,
Christopher Kruse, Amanda Hamilton, Michelle (Brandon) Speirs; eleven great grandchildren; many nieces
and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents; five sisters and their husbands.    

Funeral service were held Friday, September 1, 2017 in Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City,
with Rev. Steve Bagnall officiating.  Interment in Grant Township Cemetery.  Memorials may be made to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the
family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Daniel Wood

Daniel Keith Wood, 62, of Gagetown died on Tuesday, August 29, 2017 in McLaren Bay Region, Bay
City.  He was born June 22, 1955 in Cass City, the eldest son of Orlo James and Vandelene Betty (Radabaugh)
Wood.  He married Sharon Ann Osentoski October 4, 1975 in St. Agatha Catholic Church, Gagetown.

Daniel was a certified auto mechanic and worked for J and C Service in Cass City and Howard Bell  Serv-
ice in Caro.  He was a talented musician playing guitar and many other instruments.  Dan and friends once
formed the group “Image” and played for many area events.  As a stock car enthusiast, Dan raced his car at
Owendale Speedway and enjoyed watching races at the now Silver Bullet Speedway.  Dan enjoyed watching
NASCAR and Formula 1 racing on television.  Although cars and music were very important to Dan, nothing
could top his two granddaughters who loved their Popi very much.

Dan is survived by his wife, Sharon of Gagetown; his daughter, Jodi (Gary T. Czekai) Wood of Cass
City; granddaughters: Sophie and Sydney; brothers: Joe Wood of Caro, Tom Wood of Gagetown; sister, Tina
(Jim Bogucki) Crandall of Burr Oak; many nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents;
brothers: Dale Wood, Dennis Wood.

Funeral service were held Friday, September 1, 2017 in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with Rev. Chris-
tian Tabares of Our Lady Consolata Parish officiating.  Interment in St. Agatha Cemetery.  Memorials may
be made to American Cancer Society.  Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the
family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.



Always a pleasure talking to, retired UPS employee
Francis Withey called last week to change his sum-
mer address to his winter home in Seney – an Upper
Peninsula haven for snowmobilers.

Last year winter wasn’t one to remember for snow
fall, but none the less, Withey put on 3,000 miles dur-
ing the 2016-17 season. Although that total is prob-
ably about twice the amount of an average rider, it
wasn’t up to the standards of the former Cass City
resident.
Not too bad for a 77-year-old.  

**********   

Elkland Township Fire Department Chief Glenn
Guilds reports this year’s “Fill The Boot” fundraiser
collected approximately $1,200 at the corner of Main
and Seeger Streets over the holiday weekend.
The total is a bit higher than previous years, not sur-

prising since our local heroes stood for more than 12
hours, over the course of three days, near the down-
town stoplights.

As always, Guild said the money collected – that
will benefit the Muscular Dystrophy Association –
stays in Tuscola, Sanilac and Huron counties. 

**********  

This tidbit is courtesy of Mary Drier.
Goose hunting season is underway until Sept. 30,

and the new rules on dark goose and light goose ag-
gregate bag limits apply. 
Hunters can harvest five dark geese per day in Sep-

tember, only one of which can be a brant. All five
dark geese harvested can be Canada geese. After
Sept. 30, hunters still can harvest five dark geese per
day; however, only three of those can be Canada
geese, and only one can be a brant. 

Three Canadian geese can be harvested daily after
Sept. 30, and the remainder of the aggregate daily
bag limit can be filled with two white-fronted geese
or a white-fronted goose and a brant. An aggregate
bag limit is also in place for light geese, including
snow, blue and Ross’s geese. Hunters may harvest
20 light geese per day during goose seasons. 

More information can be found on the Web-
sitewww.michigan.gov/dnrdigests.   

**********  

Busy, busy, busy. Sheriff Garry Biniecki reports that
the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office was just that over
Labor Day Holiday Weekend. 
Accordingly, Sanilac Central Dispatch received 643

calls for service. Sanilac County Sheriff’s Deputies
handled 106 complaints, conducted 205 traffic stops
and issued 46 traffic related citations. Sanilac County
Corrections Deputies booked 10 subjects into the jail
stemming from arrests by deputies and other police
agencies throughout the County. 
Sheriff’s Deputies also conducted Seatbelt Enforce-

ment patrols and Stone Garden patrols throughout
the County. 
The Marine Division was also on the water this hol-

iday weekend in Lake Huron. Deputies conducted
marine patrols out of both the Lexington and Port
Sanilac harbors. No water related injuries or viola-
tions were reported. 

**********  

Nathan Haag is the big winner from the Chronicle’s
subscription drawing held in conjunction with last
week’s open house at Cass City schools. He’s the
lucky winner of a one-year subscription. 

However, he’s not the only giveaway winner as 54
other entrees will all receive a free month’s delivery
of our local newspaper.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

September’s sad song

Long story short: my son’s first day of school was
survived!  He survived much better than I did because
he doesn’t remember it, but I still do all these years
later.
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Remind your college
student to get a shot

Cooler temperatures are a harbinger of not only fall in
Michigan, but also the coming of flu season, which means
it’s time to start thinking about taking a few minutes to get
a flu vaccination.

And while the very young and the very old are among
those most susceptible to serious and even life-threatening
cases of influenza, we’re joining with state health officials
in recommending that parents remind their college stu-
dents to protect themselves as well.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices (MDHHS)is again partnering with colleges and uni-
versities across the state to increase flu vaccinations
among young adults. Each year, several healthy, young
adults in Michigan die from the flu.

Influenza vaccination is the single best way to prevent
influenza infection.
According to data from the Michigan Care Improvement

Registry (MCIR), adults ages 18 to 24 years have the low-
est flu vaccination coverage rate.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) data

last fall showed that, as of early November, only about
two out of five people in the United States had reported
receiving a flu vaccine.

At the time, officials reported the vaccine offered sub-
stantial benefit during the 2015-16 season by preventing
an estimated five million flu illnesses and 71,000 flu hos-
pitalizations.
College students have unique risk factors that make them

more susceptible to getting sick, such as close contact in
dormitories and classrooms.

In an effort to raise flu vaccination among this age
group, MDCH launched the inaugural College Flu Vac-
cination Challenge in 2015 among Michigan colleges and
universities. School health centers are again volunteering
this year for a friendly competition among each other to
see who can get the highest percent of their students vac-
cinated.
The 2016-17 flu challenge winners were Calvin College

(small school), Wayne State University (medium) and the
University of Michigan (large).  

This year’s challenge runs from August 2017 through
March 2018.  The winning schools – small, medium and
large – will be determined based on student self-reported
vaccinations and each school’s undergraduate population.

Competition aside, the flu doesn’t have to be a serious
health risk if you follow the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) recommendations, which include
a flu vaccine for everyone ages six months and older as
the first and most important step in protection against this
disease.

There’s no reason not to get a vaccine and certainly no
lack of opportunities – vaccines are available at doctors’
offices, clinics, pharmacies, and a number of other loca-
tions.

Sure, for many healthy people the flu can be little more
than a blip on their fall and winter radar.  Just keep in
mind that five to 20 percent of this nation’s population is
infected with the flu annually, with an average of 226,000
hospitalizations and more than 23,000 deaths.

(USPS 092-00)

I have written a Drier Humor column for over 30
years. The first ones were for Delta College’s news-
paper back when I was a student there in the 1980s.

Normally, I have no problem coming up with an
idea for a column, but there are times when the cre-
ative muse can be illusive. This week was one of
those times.

I dragged my feet (or should I say fingers) writing
this week’s column. As part of my procrastination, I
cleaned out one cupboard and found some old writ-
ing material from years ago. Some books I started
writing in high school were in the stash that I have
not seen in years. There were also a couple of very
bad poems.

Seeing as how school is starting — and creative
juices are running a little low — I dusted off the
melodramatic poem I wrote through tears on my
son’s first day of school:

September’s Sad Song

“My baby is gone.
For nine months, I carried him inside of me.
Then, he was gone… birth.
For one year, I carried him everywhere in my arms.
Then, he was gone… walking.
For two years, his chubby little fingers clung to my
hand.
Then, he was gone… playing on his own.
For five years, he was my constant little companion.
Then, he was gone.
His tricycle sets tipped on its side under the pine tree.
His swing sets unused.
His little feet are just indented memories in the sand-
box.
MY BABY IS GONE!
My little boy started school today.”

Although that day was more than 30 years ago, I
still remember it. In my mind’s eye, I can see that big,
mean school bus swallowing up my little boy and
whisking him away.
After this many years, I think the statute of limita-

tions applies so I can admit I stalked the bus all the
way to school — just in case. Just in case that gray-
haired bus driver was the “Little Old Lady from
Pasadena” Jan and Dean sang about, who couldn’t
keep her foot of the accelerator.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less,
$5.00 each insertion;  additional words 15 cents
each.  Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.
Save money by enclosing cash with mail orders.
Rates for display want ads on application.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. 
Discounts available for multi-year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising
is Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising
is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for
verification, but won’t be used in the newspaper.
Names will be withheld from publication upon re-
quest, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific na-
ture, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is
a $5 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: en-
gagements, weddings, anniversaries, college grad-
uations, birth announcements and similar items.
There is a $4 fee to include a photo.

The Cass City 
Chronicle
welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the
writer’s name, address and
telephone number. The latter

is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Defendants appear in circuit court last week
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Rodney A. Craig, 55, Milling-
ton, was sentenced to 210 days in
the county jail and 24 months pro-
bation following his plea of no
contest to a charge of domestic vi-
olence, third offense, Dec. 15 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $258.

*Aaron C. Baase, 29, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to assault with in-
tent to commit great bodily harm
less than murder March 10 in Vas-
sar Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $20,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.
*Randall L. Smith II, 38, Deford,

pleaded guilty to aggravated stalk-
ing between May 14 and May 29
in Cass City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jeremy S. Jewell, 32, Clio,
pleaded guilty to charges of pos-
session of marijuana, subsequent
offense, and possession of a
firearm by a felon Sept. 27 in Ar-
bela Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued
at $6,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Joseph J. Burchacki, 27,
Cheboygan, pleaded guilty to
charges of possession of cocaine,
heroin or another narcotic (less
than 25 grams), and impaired
driving May 31 in Fremont Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Qonte L. Works, 30, Saginaw,
pleaded guilty to delivery/manu-
facture of cocaine, heroin or an-
other narcotic (less than 50
grams), subsequent offense, Sept.
9 in Reese.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Thomas J. Robinson, 61, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 60 months probation follow-
ing his pleas of no contest to as-
sault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) Feb. 10 in
Caro, and to criminal sexual con-
duct, fourth degree, involving
force or coercion Feb. 11 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $516.

*Wendy K. Morley, 34, Vassar,

was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 36 months probation follow-
ing her plea of guilty to home in-
vasion, second degree, between
Nov. 1 and Nov. 24 in Vassar
Township.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,008 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.

*Carmon S. Rye, 47, Clifford,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail
and 60 months probation follow-
ing Rye’s plea of guilty to operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor, third of-
fense, April 19 in Indianfields
Township.

Rye was also ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,258
plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Raymond C. Snover, 31, Silver-

wood, was sentenced to 15 to 50
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to two counts of
criminal sexual conduct, first de-
gree, involving injury to the vic-
tim May 29 in Dayton Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $258 plus resti-
tution of $121.40.

*David P. Difrancesco, 26, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of co-
caine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) July 9 in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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Pennsylvania man sentenced on
charges from Sanilac traffic stop

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

One of the two people from
Pennsylvania who were arrested
last spring in Sanilac County on
drug charges has been sentenced.

Joshua Boston, 29, Bridgeville,
Penn., was ordered to serve 180
days in the county jail, with credit
for 106 days already served, fol-
lowing his conviction on charges
of possession of a controlled sub-
stance (less than 25 grams), and
fleeing a police officer.

He was sentenced to 93 days in

jail for operating a motor vehicle
while impaired. The sentences are
to run concurrently and may be
served in a residential treatment
center.

The charges stem from what
started out as a routine traffic stop
April 26 and ended with what law
enforcement officials described as
a significant drug bust.
Windy Baker, 34, of Washington,

Penn., was with Boston in the ve-
hicle and was also arrested.

According to court records, the
pair were returning home from
visiting relatives in Huron County

when Troopers from the Michigan
State Police post in Caro at-
tempted to stop their vehicle for
speeding in Lamotte Township.

When the vehicle initially failed
to stop, a short pursuit followed.
After the vehicle came to a stop,
troopers searched it and found 270
bundles of heroin and 20 grams of
marijuana.

Baker was charged with posses-
sion of a controlled substance
(less than 25 grams). When she
did not appear for her court date,
a bench warrant was issued for her
arrest.

Sheriff introduces new deputy
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Although the tax money voters approved for the
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department Road Patrol
won’t be available until next year, Sheriff Glen
Skrent has already started the process of improving
his department’s coverage of county roadways.

Skrent last week announced the hiring of new
Deputy Trent Bellamy as part of his plan to beef up
the road patrol.

Bellamy is a longtime resident of Tuscola County
and attended Delta College before working for the
Detroit Police Department since January, Skrent
noted.

County voters last month approved replacing the
current sheriff’s road patrol millage levy of .9 of a
mill with a new, increased levy of 1.33 mills for eight
years in a vote of 5,280 to 3,166.

The expanded road patrol millage will enable the
sheriff’s department to add four additional road pa-
trol officers as well as a fifth officer with a canine
partner. The funding will allow for two patrol units
to be on the road per shift instead of just one to cover
the county’s 816 square miles.

Because of retirements, out of service disabilities,
and job openings, there was some money left in this
year’s budget to hire the first of those deputies. Deputy Trent Bellamy

Senior movies at the library
Rawson Memorial District Li-

brary in Cass City will be hosting
its next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, Sept. 15, at 1:30 p.m.
Films slated to be shown are:
*”Cleopatra’s Lost Tomb” – Join

Kathleen Martinez, criminal
lawyer turned maverick archaeol-
ogist, as she searches for Cleopa-
tra’s lost tomb. Her radical new
theory has led her to look where
no one else has dared — and her
hunch is paying off as she stuns
the archaeological establishment
with her discoveries (60 minutes).

*”Stockholm” — Sweden’s cap-
ital, confident and self-assured,
glitters with souvenirs from the
day when it ruled as a superpower.

From pondering gilded royal
staterooms to sampling gourmet
reindeer and sipping vodka in an
ice bar, join Rick Steves and ex-
perience the city’s cultural high-
lights. Then sail the archipelago
for the prettiest island-hopping in
northern Europe (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Here’s an idea:
Marriage first?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

DR. JAMES THOMAS demon-
strates Waterlase Dentistry on hy-
gienist Carol Sundblad at his Cass
City practice. Thomas is among a
select group of dental experts who
were chosen to collaborate on a
new book, “Inside Job! The
World’s Leading Dental Experts
Reveal the Secrets to Total Body
Health from the Inside Out!” ,
which is due out this month.

EVERGREEN GUYS and Gals
4-H Club member Alan Leslie re-
cently won Grand Champion Mar-
ket Steer honors at the Sanilac
County 4-H Fair.
THE GRAND Champion Pen of

Lambs, shown by Evergreen Guys
and Gals member Becca Leslie.

Schneeberger’s honors junior
Dakota Hartel as their “Athlete of
the Week” award winner. The Red
Hawk quarterback had a banner
outing Friday against Sandusky,
leading the host Red Hawks to
their first victory of the season.
Hartel was a perfect 5-of-5 pass-
ing for 117 yards. He also tossed
a pair of 2-point conversion passes
in the team’s 22-14 victory.
Dakota is the son of Scott and
Amy Hartel.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

James and Wanda Tuckey of
Cass City will celebrate their 60th
wedding anniversary later this
month. The couple was married
August 23, 1947 at the Main
Street United Church in Exeter
Ontario, Canada. They have 7
children: Judy (Doug) Hall, Cass
City, Jim (Shwley) Tuckey, Cass
City, Scott Tuckey, Caseville, Jef-
fery (Jan) Tuckey, Cass City, De-
brat (Keith) Hake, Phoenix, AZ,
Phil (Marci) Tuckey, Vienna, Aus-
tria, Kathryn (David) Collins,
Scottsdale, AZ They also have 21
grandchildren and 10 great-grand-
children.

BIG BASS. Brett Deering, Cass
City 10-year-old, caught a 19’’
smallmouth bass recently while
fishing the Cass River near the
walking trail bridge.

DARRIN HOWARD and Bill
Fader (right) captured the 2007
Rally For The Cure golf tourna-
ment held recently at Mulligan’s
Irish Links in Cass City. All pro-
ceeds from the event benefit
breast cancer research.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

Jacob Esau Ballard, 8 pounds, 9
ounces, was born to Anne and
Steve Ballard Sept. 3 at S. Miami
Hospital, Miami, Fla. He is the
first grandchild of Ruth and Jack
Esau and they express apprecia-
tion to the multitude of concerned
friends and relatives, near and far,
who expressed their care and con-
cern with calls, visits, gifts, flow-
ers, prayers and love during the
aftermath of Hurricane Andrew,
which devastated so many unfor-
tunate peoples’ lives, plans and
hopes.

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Patera en-
tertained at a family cookout Sat-
urday evening in honor of Don
and Barb Hanby’s birthdays.

Marine Lance Cpl. Steven C.
Wright, son of Dalbert N. and
Nancy J. Wright of Cass City, re-
cently participated in a combined
arms exercise. Wright participated
in the exercises with 2nd Battal-
ion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, Twentynine Palms, Calif.,
where he is currently assigned.
The month-long exercise, con-
ducted at Marine Corps Base, Ma-
rine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center, Twentynine Palms, en-
compasses all the weapons avail-
able in the Marine Corps arsenal.
The Marines were trained in Ma-
rine combat forces of command
and control procedures, tactics
and skills required to execute a
wide range of effective military
response options in a desert envi-
ronment. Wright, a 1989 graduate
of Cass City High School, joined
the Marine Corps in June 1989.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

MICHIGAN BEAN QUEEN
— Kelly Seurynck, 19, is the new
Michigan Bean Queen, having
been crowned Saturday at the
Fairgrove Bean Festival. The
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Al
Seurynck of Gagetown, The bean
queen is based On knowledge of
dry beans, poise, posture and ap-

Maybe it’s because I’m old fashioned, or maybe it’s just because I’m
old, but I cringed a little at a recent press release from the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), urging families
to give their children the “dadvantage” by establishing paternity at birth.
“When a baby is born, establishing legal fatherhood – called paternity

– can give the child a better sense of identity and ensure financial and
emotional support from both parents so that the child’s needs are met,”
says Erin Frisch, director of MDHHS’s Office of Child Support.

The release goes on to say that children who have a legal father also
have a right to their parents’ benefits, such as health insurance and So-
cial Security, and can stay healthier through knowledge about the fam-
ily’s complete medical history.

The Office of Child Support recently kicked off its “Give your child
the dadvantage” campaign to educate parents about the importance of
establishing paternity and the value of discussing paternity before the
birth of their child.
Actually, the paternity process at the hospital upon birth of a baby is

simple. To establish paternity, both parents should have photo identifi-
cation and read and sign the affidavit the hospital gives them when the
child is born. It’s free, and both parents should sign.
Okay, I get it. Countless young men who want to spend time with chil-

dren born out of wedlock have figured that out, too, after facing all sorts
of legal and ex-girlfriend issues because the government doesn’t legally
consider them to be a parent.

But it’s kind of sad that so many young people are dismissing mar-
riage, not to mention failing to actually consider the consequences of
their actions before, well, acting.

Gee, back in the day we established paternity the old-fashioned way;
by getting married before starting our families. Weird, I know, but it
made it easier to establish the identity of the father, who was then ex-
pected to put some effort into being a decent parent and provider along-
side his better half.

But that was then, you say? Maybe, but the rules of biology haven’t
changed; guys who aren’t interested in tying the knot, establishing pa-
ternity, or being a parent will still take a little time to learn about the
complexities of birth control, if they have half a brain.
Of course, I suppose there may be legitimate reasons why young cou-

ples these days are having kids left and right without benefit of a mar-
riage certificate, but I can’t think of many. Probably the lamest thing
I’ve ever heard is, “We don’t need a piece of paper to prove our love.”

Hogwash.  Just my opinion, but it’s the lifelong commitment repre-
sented by that piece of paper that scares many people away. Somehow
that idea just doesn’t fit in with the disposable society in which we live.

That’s a shame, because the attitudes of today’s parents will impact
the attitudes of their children, just as their parents’ attitudes about mar-
riage impacted their outlook on this neglected institution.
Maybe some would-be brides and grooms just can’t wrap their heads

around the prospect of really spending the rest of their lives with that
one person. I mean, how do people do that? Don’t they get bored, irri-
tated and even angry with their spouses sometimes?
The answer is “yes”. But this is reality, kids. As one Facebook meme

put it: “Being married can be fun sometimes. Problem is, you’re married
all the time.”
Seriously, though, guys, if you want to give your child a “dadvantage”,

give some serious thought to your level of commitment to both your
mate and to being a father before you start making babies.

is known here having been a guest
in the John Zinnecker and Dale
Iseler homes.

Mr. and Mrs. Earney Seeley an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter Carol Ann to William
John Ehrlich, son of C. J. Ehrlich
of Gagetown and the late Mrs. Lu-
cille Ehrlich. Miss Seeley is em-
ployed at the Town and Country
Salon at Pigeon and her fiancé is
employed with General Telephone
Co. in Cass City. No wedding date
has been set

75 YEARS AGO (1942)
The annual home-coming cele-

brated each year by tha’s parish
was held Labor Day. Many old
residents return each year to meet
their old acquaintances and renew
old friendships and enjoy them-
selves. They came from far and
near. Approximately 1,450 meals
were served. Prizes were given in
the evening and E. Vandecar of
Caro received both the first and
second prizes. The first was a hand
painted picture and the second a
$25.00 bond. Mrs. Frank Com-
ment received a set of dishes as
the third prize and Mrs1 . John
Carolan was awarded a hand
painted picture as a prize for the
number of tickets sold.

One hundred fifty-one was the
count of the Striffler and Benkel-
man families who held their an-
nual reunion on Labor Day in the
beautiful grove of the John Strif-
fler Estate, two miles northeast of
Cass City. Following a bountiful
potluck dinner, a short business
session was conducted by the
president, E. W. Kercher, during
which the following officers were
elected for the ensuing year: Pres-
ident, Maurice Joos; vice presi-
dent, Clark Helwig;
secretary-treasurer, Miss Gertrude
Striffler. It was decided to hold the
1943 reunion on Labor Day in the
same location.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)
Potatoes 31 cents and oats 25

cents a bushel. Side pork seven
cents and veal three cents a pound.
Don’t get duly excited! We are not
quoting present day prices by a
long shot, but print this article for
the benefit of the man who fre-
quently speaks of the “good old
days” when prices were reason-
able. He will find rather interest-
ing reading in an old account book
of Jesse Burroughs Jones, grand-
father of E. W. Jones. The book is
in the possession of the younger
Jones and contains accounts dated
in 1816 to 1831, with a few fig-
ures regarding later transactions.

As has already been announced
in these columns, I have bought
the Pleasant Home hospital, for-
merly owned and managed by Dr.
M. M. Wickware, and I herewith
wish to make it known that the
hospital is still open to all rep-
utable: physicians and their pa-
tronage is solicited. We can assure
them a continuance of the same
cordial and ethical treatment they
have received under the former
management, and we hope the
hospital may be supported as
heartily in the future as it has been
in the past. Hospital rates will re-
main the same as formerly. By Oc-
tober 1, 1917, we expect to have
installed one of the most complete
X-Ray outfits to be found in this
part of the country, which will en-
able us to do as good picture and
diagnostic work as can bet done in
any hospital. This X-Ray will also
be open for the use of all reputable
physicians. DR. I. D. McCOY.

pearance. A sophomore at Michi-
gan

Mr. and Mrs. Carmack Smith
spent from Sunday until Wednes-
day, Sept. 1, with Mr. and Mrs.
Lyle Wheeler at Fenton. The
Smiths, who have four great-
grandchildren, saw the youngest,
2-month-old Philip Michael, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wheeler of
Flint, for the first time. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Randy
Diebel of Gagetown. a boy, Randy
Harold, six pounds, 11 ounces
Aug. 24 at Huron Memorial Hos-
pital, Bad Axe. He joins a sister at
home, Jackie. Grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cummings,
Gagetown, and Mr. and Mrs.
David Diebel Sr., Elkton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim D. Doerr of
Ubly announce the engagement of
their daughter, Amy, to Fred Haas
of Toledo, Ohio. Amy is a senior
at Central Michigan University.
Her fiance is attending college in
Toledo. Wedding plans are indefi-
nite.

TELETHON - Members of
Local 6222, United Steelworkers,
manned telephones for the 23
hours of the Jerry Lewis Telethon
for the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation Sunday and Monday. Tak-
ing their turn from left, are Dan
Lackowski, John Wesolowski and
Charles Painter. When it was over,
the local had collected about
$3,600 in pledges and cash dona-
tions, compared to $2,500 4st
year.

40 YEARS AGO (1977) 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Lorentzen and

daughter Anne Marie of Saginaw
arrived home early Sunday after
spending a week in England.
From London they went to Penrith
where they were guests from
Monday until Friday of Dr. and
Mrs. Roderich Corner. Miss
Lorentzen and Mrs. Corner had
been co-workers sometime ago in
Kentucky. Mrs. Corner accompa-
nied them to visit the upper part of
England and Scotland. Their visit
included Edinborough Castle and
other highlights were a visit to
Holker Castle in England and to
“Hilltop”, the home of Beatrix
Potter, an author of children’s
books
Dr. and Mrs. E. Wayne Miller of

Pigeon have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter,
Kathryn Anne, to Larry Neuman,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Neu-
man of Sebewaing. Miss Miller is
a 1976 graduate of Ferris State
College and is currently employed
by Dr. D.E. Rawson, DOS, of
Cass City. Her fiance is a 1976
graduate of Michigan State Uni-
versity and is currently employed
at Saginaw Steering Gear. An
April 22, 1978 wedding is
planned.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Root will

be hosts when the Frances Belle
Watson past matrons’ club of Gif-
ford Chapter OES meets Tuesday
evening, Sept. 5, at the Masonic
Temple in Gagetown for a seven
o’clock potluck supper.

Miss Joanna Norris in Albion
from Wednesday until Saturday.
Saturday evening she was matron
of honor at the wedding of Miss
Norris and Earl Burton of Cleve-
land, Ohio. The double-ring cere-
mony was performed in the chapel
at Albion College by Dr. Louis W.
Norris, father of the bride. A re-
ception on the lawn at the Norris
home followed the ceremony. The
bride, a classmate of Mrs. Iseler,

Public hearings scheduled
Continued from page one.
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Up for debate are two parcels – 035-034-000-5800-00 and 035-034-
000-5700-00 – near the corner of Maple and Elizabeth Streets and part
of a 21 acre parcel that includes the Waste Water Treatment Plant
(WWTP) on Doerr Road.

In a letter to the Village of Cass City, Bay City Forestville resident
Joey Kreeger expressed an interest in purchasing the two village lots
for a total of $3,000.00.

“This lot[s] adjoins my son Zachary Deitering’s property at 4144
Maple St. [in] Cass City. My purpose would be to purchase these lots
and have them added to my son’s tax ID,” she wrote, adding, “[These
lots are] often overgrown and unkempt. If the village sells it it will be
added to the tax roll and we will maintain it.”

Village Treasurer Nanette Walsh explained approximately $55.00
($3,000 increased value x 18.137 mills) would be added to the tax rolls
if the sale is approved.

Turning to the wooded land that includes roughly 1,250 feet of Cass
River frontage, long-time residents Rich and Gayl Patera have offered
$8,500 per acre for the village property located east of their Doerr Road
home.
In response to the Patera request, WWTP Superintendent Dennis Mc-

Cabe wrote a memo to Village Manager Lou LaPonsie, stating “Cur-
rently the WWTP has approximately 12.7 acres of wooded land west
of the WWTP grounds. This wooded acreage was set aside for future
expansion of the WWTP. At this time no plans are being worked on for
expansion into the west end of the property. I would recommend that
the village allow Rich to buy a piece of the property in the size of 200
feet x 850 feet.”

If the sale of 3 ½ acres is approved, McCabe says, 8.8 acres of land
would remain as village property for future expansion.
However, Cass City Village Council trustee Nancy Barrios – a strong

advocate for expanding on the uses of the Cass River – wondered if the
land might better serve the public in another manner.
Barrios, a Cass River Greenway volunteer, voiced support at the latest

village council meeting for a possible canoe launch at the site.
That drew criticism from village resident Linda Herron. She expressed

creating a road to the river would be too costly.
Once again, Walsh clarified the sale (3 ½ acres at $8,500/ per) would

produce an increase value of about $29,000 or $540 annually to the vil-
lage tax rolls.

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.



PAGE SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2017

��&�'#%&�� *�+&�*� �#!�����
� ��&���#�"�(&�'#��+�

�"��#%��#)����(%��
��	���
������	���
������	������

��

�	
����%*624*,�$-����*97�� ��
������� ������������
%<6-*@�%.9=2,.:�����	��*6-�

��	�*�5�
>>>�*6,179,7=.7<;9.*,1,1<9,1�,75

��&&���'+���&&�#"�%+���(%��



���7.8/0.6�$-����*::��2;@�� ��
��������������������

(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5�����%<6-*@�%,1774���
��*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	��	�*�5�
%<6-*@��=.6260�%.9=2,.����)7<;1��97<8����	�8�5� ���(.-6.:-*@��*524@�!201;����	�8�5�
#*:;79��#124��<93.;;�����::7,2*;. #*:;79���7.4�%,1>.6-260.9����>>>�,*::,2;@5,�790

��&&���'+��"�'�����'�#��&'���(%��
�
		��.5.;.9@�$-���#�"���7?�
�����*::��2;@�� ��
�������������
��

(79:128��

�		�*�5����%<55.9����	�*�5������%<6-*@�%,1774���%.8;�� *@����	�*�5�
�755<62;@��266.9��� 76;14@���6-�(.-��*;�6776�

#*:;79��$.=���*,32.�$7.

�#!!("�'+���$'�&'���(%�� �������������������������



���4.�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
����������������
	��

%<6-*@�%,1774���
��*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�

�		�*�5�
�=.6260�%.9=2,.���		�8�5�����(.-6.:-*@���#9*@��2+4.�%;<-@���)7<;1��97<8���		�8�5�

	��#%���#!!("�'+���(%��

����!���260:;76�$-�

�
�
�524.�:7<;1�7/��./79-�76��260:;76�$-��
%<6-*@:���
	�*�5����(.-6.:-*@�����8�5�
#*:;79���*=2-��778.9�������
	��
�./79-�755<62;@�1<9,1�790


)�"�� ��� ��%�����(%���#����&&���'+
�
�	��1.:;6<;��4=-����*::��2;@�� ��
�������������	�	�

�� %<55.9��*/.��1<9,1�%<6-*@�
	�		�*�5����!7>�;197<01��*+79��*@
 2->..3��2+4.�%;<-2.:�
�2+42,*4��7<6:.4260

#*:;79��$.=��&7--�$���7<4-�����23.�<:�76��*,.+773�

��%&'���$'�&'���(%��
��������������������������

������������
�
�	��7<01;76�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
�����������������
��

%<6-*@�%,1774��44��0.:���
��*�5�����%<6-*@� 796260�(79:128�%.9=2,.�

�		�*�5�
%<6-*@��=.6260�%.9=2,.���		�8�5���(.-6.:-*@�#9*@.9� ..;260����2+4.�%;<-@���		�8�5�

�(�!���4<+:���
��8�5�������	�8�5� ���(.-6.:-*@���&..6��4<+���
��8�5�������	�8�5�

�6;.925�#*:;79���*=2-�����244����(.+:2;.��>>>�/+,,,�<:

��%&'��%�&�+'�%��"���(%��
������������������������	���������������
���
�������

��	���1<9,1�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
�������������
		����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	�
��*�5�
�?.9,2:.�#9709*5�� 76���(.-�����92��*;���		�*�5�#*:;79��$.=���26-*��9*1*5

�%�&�%��%�&�+'�%��"���(%��
�		���<976��26.�$-����*::��2;@�� ��
�������������
		

%<6-*@�%,1774���%.8;�� *@�
	��	�*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5�
%7,2*4� 2::276��7//..��7<9�/7447>260�>79:128�� #*:;79��$.=���26-*��9*1*5

�##�����$��%��
('��%�"���(%��
���	���� *26�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
��������������	

(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5������2+4.��4*::���%<6-*@�%,1774�
	�
��*�5�
#*:;79��%;.=.��*06*44

>>>�077-:1.81.9-4<;1.9*6,*::,2;@�>.+:�,75


�)�"���#%���#%&��$���"'�%���(%���#���#�
�����������

������7<01;76�%;9..;���*::��2;@�� ��
����������������
���
%<6-*@�%,1774��
	�*�5��(79:128�%.9=2,.��

�		�*�5�

�*524@�&9*26260��7<9���(.-6.:-*@���8�5��26,4<-260�@7<;1�*6-�,124-9.6A:�:.9=2,.:�
#*:;79��$.=�� *93��*9>7>:32���(.+:2;.��>>>�4>>,,70�6.;

��,$�����&&�#"�%+���(%��

��
�!��'*6��@3.���*::��2;@�� ��
����

%<6-*@�%,1774��
	�*�5�����%<6-*@�%.9=2,.��

�*�5��*6-����	�8�5�
(.-6.:-*@�#9*@.9��97<8����	�8�5����8�5�����(.-6.:-*@��2-:A��4<+����	�8�5����8�5�

#*:;79��*4.��<447,3�������������

�#)�&'����(%���#����%�&'

������.5.;.9@�$-����*::��2;@�� ��
�����������������
%<6-*@�%,1774����	�*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	��	�*�5�

 262:;.9���9*-�%8.29:
�::7,2*;.� 262:;.9����<:;26��.44.9���%;<-.6;� 262:;.9���79-*6��.6-92*6�

'2:2;�7<9�>.+:2;.�*;��>>>�67=.:;*,1<9,1�790

�(%�
��+��#"&# �'����%�&�

����%��%..0.9�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
����������������

(.+:2;.��>>>�74,76:74*;*�790
 *::�&25.:��%*;<9-*@�
�		�8�5��!7=.5+.9�
�;19<� *9,1��
�

%*;<9-*@���		�8�5���8924�
�;19<�",;7+.9��
��
�("��+���������!�

#*97,12*4��-5262:;9*;276���9���192:;2*6�&*+*9.:

��	������������

West Nile virus
confirmed for
first time in ‘17
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)

last week confirmed the state’s first human cases of West Nile virus
(WNV) for 2017.
Four cases of WNV have been confirmed; two residents of Montcalm

County, and one each from Oakland and Macomb Counties.  Their ill-
ness onsets range from August 6 to Aug. 11, and all have been hospi-
talized with neurologic disease.
“This is an important reminder to stay vigilant and protect against mos-

quito bites throughout the summer and into the fall,” said Dr. Eden
Wells, chief medical executive at the MDHHS.  “All residents should
take steps to prevent bites, such as use repellent and take extra care dur-
ing peak mosquito-biting hours between dusk and dawn.”

Surveillance for mosquito-borne diseases is being conducted by the
MDHHS and Departments of Natural Resources (MDNR) and Agricul-
ture and Rural Development (MDARD).  In 2017, WNV activity ap-
pears to be widespread statewide in Michigan. In addition to the four
human cases, five Michigan blood donors have had WNV detected in
their blood. 

To-date, 148 birds have tested positive for WNV from 44 of Michi-
gan’s 83 counties.  In addition, 86 WNV positive mosquito pools have
been detected in seven Michigan counties.
MDARD has reported eight horses that have tested positive for WNV

(Clinton, Jackson, Livingston, Missaukee, Mecosta, Midland, Ottawa,
and Wexford Counties). Also one horse has tested positive for Eastern
Equine encephalitis virus (Wexford County). Vaccination is the best
way to protect horses from both WNV and EEE. Horse owners should
work with their veterinarian to make sure their horse is properly vacci-
nated.

Finding infected birds, mosquitoes and horses in a community is an
indication of risk for human infection. 

Most people who become infected with WNV will not develop any
symptoms of illness. However, some become sick three to 15 days after
exposure. About one in five infected persons will have mild illness with
fever, and about one in 150 infected people will become severely ill.

Mild illness may include headache, body aches, joint pain, vomiting,
diarrhea, or rash. Severe symptoms of WNV are associated with en-
cephalitis or meningitis, and may include: stiff neck, stupor, disorien-
tation, coma, tremors, muscle weakness, convulsions and paralysis.
People 50 and older are more susceptible to severe WNV disease symp-
toms.
Residents can stay healthy by using simple, effective strategies to pro-

tect themselves and their families. The following steps are recom-
mended to avoid WNV and other mosquito-borne diseases:

*Maintain window and door screening to help keep mosquitoes out-
side.
*Empty water from mosquito breeding sites around the home, such as

buckets, unused kiddie pools, old tires or similar sites where mosquitoes
lay eggs.
*Use nets and/or fans over outdoor eating areas.
*Apply insect repellents that contain the active ingredient DEET, or

other EPA approved product to exposed skin or clothing, and always
following the manufacturer’s directions for use.
*Wear light colored, long-sleeved shirts and long pants when outdoors.

Apply insect repellent to clothing to help prevent bites.
For more information and surveillance activity about West Nile virus

and other mosquito-borne viruses, visit the website
www.michigan.gov/westnilevirus.

Household hazardous
waste collection slated

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Tuscola County Recycling will host a household hazardous waste and
latex paint collection Saturday, Sept. 9, from 9 a.m. to noon at the cen-
ter, located at 1123 Mertz (M-24), Caro.

Participation is by appointment only (call 989-672-1673 to reserve a
time).
This collection is for toxic, poisonous, flammable and caustic materi-

als; latex paint and oil-based paints; pool chemicals, pesticides, herbi-
cides and mercury.
Tuscola County recycling officials recommend that residents properly

dispose of household hazardous wastes, which are defined as being
toxic, flammable, caustic or chemically reactive. Key words found on
such containers are danger, poison, warning and caution.

Such items should not be poured down drains, onto the ground or
thrown into the trash. Some examples of these materials include oil
based paints, stains, home repair products, cleaners, contaminated oil,
pesticides and herbicides.

If you have any of these items that you will no longer use, or think
they are unsafe to use, this is the way to responsibly dispose of them,
according to recycling coordinator Mike Miller, who noted water-based
paints will also be collected during the event.
There is no fee to participate for Tuscola County residents.
More information is available by calling (989) 672-173, emailing re-

cycling@tuscolacounty.org, or by visiting the website www.tuscola-
county.org/recycling.

Huron County 4-H officials
seeking material donations 
The new 4-H year started Sept. 1. Many Huron County 4-H clubs will

be working on various projects throughout the coming year, and vol-
unteers are asking area residents to lend a hand by donating materials.
“We are asking parents, residents and community businesses to donate

unwanted craft project materials that are no longer needed.  So, if you
have any old or leftover materials around the house or barn that you
don’t have a use for, you can help our local 4-H clubs by bringing the
unwanted materials to the 4-H building at the fairgrounds in Bad Axe,”
explained Patricia Errer of the Huron County MSU Extension Office.
Donations will be collected at the fairgrounds Saturday, Sept. 30, from

9 a.m. to noon. 4-H club leaders, on another date to be determined, will
then select various items that have been donated to use for 4-H club
projects.

Needed items include but are not limited to cloth material, buttons,
scrap wood, beads, mason jars, Christmas items, ornaments, old frames,
Easter items, Halloween items, other holiday items, Christmas lights,
yarn, string, nails, scrapbooking paper and materials, wire, craft paints,
glass materials for etching, and cotton balls.

More information is available by contacting Errer, who serves as
Huron County 4-H Program coordinator, at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 609)
or via email at errerpat@anr.msu.edu.
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News briefs

Don’t stop fighting the bite
TUSCOLA COUNTY — During routine disease surveillance, the Tus-
cola County Mosquito Abatement found evidence of West Nile Virus
in several mosquito pools that were sent to Michigan State University
for testing.

It is not unusual to have positive mosquito pools. Although no birds
tested positive for the disease, residents should take precautions when
going outside at peak mosquito times. They should: wear long pants
and long sleeves, apply a repellent that contains DEET, and eliminate
sources of standing water.

Commission member needed
UBLY — The Ubly Village Planning Commission has an open posi-
tion.
The commission is looking for individuals to serve. Anyone interested

in applying is asked to send a letter to the village hall to the attention of
Jim Zulauf, 2241 Pierce St, Ubly, MI 48475

Kingston contracts extended
KINGSTON — The Kingston Board of Education recently approved
extending the contract of its administrators.

They are James “Jay” Green, high school dean of students; Justin
Diegel, elementary principal; and Matt Drake, superintendent.

Medical care staffing changes
TUSCOLA COUNTY – The recent retirement of Tuscola County Med-
ical Care Facility Director Margot Roedel has led to some staffing ad-
justments.

When Roedel retired Aug. 1 after 17 years of service, Brenda Kret-
zschmer RN, NHA, of Owendale, became the facility’s new CEO. And
with that change, Rachel Curtis, RN, has moved into Kretzschmer’s
previous position as the chief nursing officer.

Curtis earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing Saginaw Valley Univer-
sity in 2011 and started at the medical care facility in May 2012 as the
manager of the restorative department.
According to Kretzschmer, Curtis’ leadership and management skills

will be an asset to the nursing departments and the entire Tuscola
County Medical Care Facility.

The shift in positions is not the only change at the facility. Two de-
partments have been renamed to better reflect the diversity and depth
of their duties. The laundry/housekeeping department will now be
called “environmental services,” and the dietary department will now
be called “culinary services.”

Sanilac deputies continuing
probe into one-vehicle crash
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies are continuing their investigation
into a recent one-vehicle traffic crash in Argyle Township that left a 26-
year-old Applegate man injured.
The accident was reported during the early morning hours of Aug. 26

on Ubly Road near Shabbona Road.
According to reports, a 2000 Chevrolet Silverado driven by the victim

was southbound on Ubly Road when he reportedly fell asleep. Initially
the vehicle went off the roadway and then re-entered the road. Deputies
said the driver over-corrected and lost control of the vehicle, which en-
tered a ditch and struck an embankment before overturning and coming
to rest on its wheels.
The accident caused extensive damage to the vehicle. The driver was

transported by Sanilac EMS to McKenzie Memorial Hospital for treat-
ment of injuries.

Deputies did not release the name of the motorist pending further in-
vestigation.
Argyle Fire/Rescue and Sanilac EMS assisted officers at the scene.

Gagetown meet is Sept. 11
GAGETOWN – Due to the Labor Day holiday, the next Gagetown Vil-
lage Council meeting will be held Monday, Sept. 11, at 7 p.m.

Kingston Schools honored
KINGSTON — The Kingston School District recently received state
recognition.
School Supt. Matt Drake received a letter from U.S. Senator Gary Pe-

ters congratulating the district for receiving a bronze medal in the 2017
U.S. News Best High School rankings.

Owen-Gage has new staff
OWENDALE — As the school year starts, there will be some new faces
greeting students in the Owendale-Gagetown School District.
“The district hired some very qualified and competent staff members,”

said Superintendent Terri Falkenberg.
The board of education approved hiring Samantha Minkler as the lead

preschool teacher, Janice Bowers as the preschool assistant, Jennifer
Boyne as the two-thirds split teacher, and Amy LaCroix as the cafeteria
aid.

In other school news, the price of an adult breakfast will increase to
$2.10 and lunch to $3.50.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery 
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THE THEME OF this year’s Fall Family Days is “Grain

Elevators” and there will be tent presentations on that

topic throughout the weekend. The annual celebration

offers something for the entire family, from tours of the

historical Thumb Octagon Barn and Purdy farmhouse

to agricultural displays of all kinds dating back to the

early 1900s, to a huge flea market, live music and plenty

of food.

day and Sunday from 8 to 11 a.m.
The cost is $8 per person ($5 for
those ages five to 12).

Other foods available on site
from mid-morning on will be
homemade bean soup, chicken
and fries, pressed apple cider,
homemade ice cream and pie,
fresh lemonade, hog kettle pop-
corn, and homemade doughnuts.

There will be a large children’s
activity tent where the kids can
enjoy all sorts of technology-free
fun, including “chores” such as
washing clothes on a scrub board
and hanging them on a line, using
bean sorters, milking a wooden
goat, and playing checkers and
other old-fashioned games.  Chil-
dren must be accompanied by an
adult.

The farmhouse will be open for
tours.  The 15-room (including
eight bedrooms), two-story struc-
ture was home to James and Cora
Purdy and their two daughters.
The house, built in 1922, has been
restored and is furnished with fur-
niture, items and clothing of the
time — some of which belonged
to the Purdys.

At the old schoolhouse – the
original Mast School moved to the
Thumb Octagon Barn site from
the Sebewaing area several years
ago — there will be tours as well
as patriotic presentations at 10:30
and 11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and
1:30 p.m. Saturday. The Thumb
Area Community Theatre Players
will be featured at 11:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. Sunday.
There will also be various crafter

workshops in the garage, ranging
from corn husk dolls to painting
with sand.

In addition, the popular history
talks presented by longtime
Friends of the Thumb Octagon
Barn member Margaret Sergeant
in the barn arena will return.  Vis-
itors are also encouraged to tour
the barn, which will be filled with
displays, demonstrations and live
farm animals.
Displays and demonstrations are

also planned at the grain elevator,
blacksmith shop, sugar shack,
cider mill, the powerhouse,
sawmill and veneer mill.  There
will be morning and afternoon
demonstrations of field harvest-
ing, threshing and baling using old

Fall Family Days set Sept. 9 and 10
farm equipment.

In keeping with tradition, the
weekend will feature a narrated
parade of antique tractors/equip-

ment starting at 3 p.m. both Satur-
day and Sunday. And, the grounds
will be packed with a huge flea
market.

cially, but through adjustments and careful spending, there is now a
fund balance of about $1,634,212.
When drafting this school year’s budget, district officials calculated a

loss of about 25 students for a total enrollment of 975 students.
“We won’t know for sure what our enrollment will be until classes are

underway,” Hartel noted.
Under the new per-student funding levels, the district will receive

$7,631 instead of $7,511, as well as another $25 per high school stu-
dent.

Yet, despite the adjustment, funding for some schools will be differ-
ent.

“Some of the schools in bigger areas receive more. In Bloomfield
Hills, they get about $9,000 per student because the cost of living is
higher there,” explained Hartel, who said it’s his understanding they
will get about a $60 increase.

The Kingston Community School District, meanwhile, will receive
about $77,000 in additional funding.
“We estimated being down 10 students for an enrollment of about 589,

and set the budget for that,” said Kingston school Supt. Matt Drake.
“We won’t know for sure what our enrollment will be until the October
count. We hope to be back up to an enrollment of 600 students.”

It’s estimated Kingston Schools has an enrollment of about 297 stu-
dents in seventh through twelfth grades, and 292 students at the ele-
mentary.

With the funding increase, the Owendale-Gagetown School District
will receive $44,729 more this year, and the Ubly Community Schools
will receive about $193,040 more.

Continued from page one.

Schools collect more funding

K of C fundraiser scheduled
Continued from page one.

In addition to some great exercise, area residents who take part in the
fourth annual “5K Run and Walk to the Cass River and Half-Mile Kids
Fun Run” will enjoy the satisfaction of knowing they’ve played a role
in filling the shelves of two area food pantries.

The 2017 event is slated for Saturday, Sept. 16, starting at 9 a.m. in
the parking lot of St. Pancratius Catholic Church, 4292 S. Seeger St.,
Cass City.
The cost to enter the 5K run/walk is $21 by Sept. 9 (and you’re guar-

anteed a T-shirt) or $25 on the day of the race.  The kids’ run entry fee
is $13, with prizes awarded to the contestants.
Medals will be presented in all runner/walker age groups, plus special

awards for best time runner/walker in the male and female categories.
There will also be gift card drawings after the awards presentation.

To register or join as a sponsor, call or text Race Coordinator Dale
Churchill at (989) 415-5636, email centralthumbkofc@gmail.com, or
visit the website www.runsignup.com/kofc5Kcassriverrun.
According to Churchill, the 5K run/walk was originally organized to

benefit the St. Agatha Food Pantry by generating some additional cash
to assist in providing families with holiday meals.  “It was just to give
them an extra boost in the fall, hopefully to help them out with Thanks-
giving or Christmas dinner,” he explained.
Two years ago, the Knights decided to include Revive Ministries, and

the two food pantries shared $3,500 in proceeds thanks to the generosity
of sponsors and event participants. Last year, the organizations bene-
fitted from $3,900 raised during the event, which saw about 66 area res-
idents participate.

“The first year we had 69 (runners/walkers), and the second year we
dropped down to about 49 because we had terrible weather – rain and
windy,” Churchill recalled.  “It didn’t chase the runners away, but it
chased away the walkers.”

In the past, runners and walkers have included both the young and
young at heart.
“All ages are welcome,” Churchill said. “I think our youngest was like

four for the kids’ run/walk, and one of the (adult) walkers was approach-
ing 80.”
Churchill noted this year’s route is the same as last year.
“It starts at the St. Pancratius parking lot, to Cemetery Road, to River

Road, to the walking trail bridge, and then it comes back north to
Garfield (Avenue) east all the way to Woodland (Avenue), north up
Houghton Street, then back to the west to Oak Street, then back to St.
Pancratius,” Churchill said.
He added the fundraiser primarily draws running/walking enthusiasts

from the central Thumb area. “We get runners from Cass City, Gage-
town and Caro, but I also have some people coming from Harbor Beach,
Mayville, Reese.”

Churchill said support for the event also comes from a variety of
places.  He explained he sends out about 200 letters to prospective spon-
sors – businesses as well as individuals — in May/June.

“We get a pretty good response, and it’s not just in Cass City. I get
sponsors from Marlette, Caro, Sebewaing, Unionville.  Sometimes it’s
just local farm families,” he added.
The local K of C council covers about half of the event expenses, with

sponsorships paying for the other half.
Council members help on the day of the race – Jon Zdrojewski, for

example, handles the timing duties and other members man points along
the 5k route.  The local police department also lends a hand to ensure
the safety of all participants, Churchill said.
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar 

Seasonal Employee Team 
and earn extra money this fall. 

 
Applications are available NOW 

 
 Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing and 

Croswell factories 
 

In Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell, 
applications may be picked up at 

the Agriculture Offices 
 

For more information 
about  how to apply, please call 

1-877-41-SUGAR. 
 

Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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seeing a grocery open again in
Cass City – and because securing
approval for a bank branch is an
integral part of Zyrowski’s pro-
posed development. 
Zyrowski said the Ben’s location

in Cass City will feature fresh pro-
duce and meats along with a deli
and bakery.
When the project is complete, he

said, the store will actually yield
one-third more space than when
Erla’s was open because the area
previously devoted to meat pro-
cessing will now be used for the
grocery/deli/bakery sections of the
new store.

Ben’s Supercenter is family
owned and operated. Founded in
1965, the company currently has
three locations; Ben’s Supercenter
in Brown City, Ben’s Supercenter
in Marlette and Ben’s Contractor
Center/Ben’s Great Outdoors, also
in Marlette.

It’s been three years since Cass
City’s only grocery store closed its
doors.
Former Erla’s Foods owner Venu

Ganga closed Erla’s in September
2014 after owning and operating
the business for about 2 ½ years.
The decision left the village with-
out a grocery and nearly four
dozen area residents without jobs.

Continued from page one.

Ben’s clears hurdle 
with village planners

Ganga purchased Erla’s Foods
Inc. in February 2011, marking
the end of a 57-year business tra-
dition established by the Erla fam-
ily.  Ganga attempted to reinvent
Erla’s by creating three separate
enterprises within one company –
Erla Foods, Redhawk Steaks and
Erla’s Distributing LLC.

He made the decision to close
after trying to increase customer
traffic – and sales – by investing
in an in-store buffet restaurant
during the summer of 2014, but
the venture failed to produce the
results Ganga had hoped for, and
the restaurant was shut down after
less than two months of operation.

In addition to Zyrowski’s plans,
Cass City was the focus of a gro-
cery store development planned
for months by Texas businessman
Mark Molter, whose proposal en-
tailed building on lots on the south
side of Main Street occupied by
the former Fairway store and an-
tique mall, and Rotary Park.
The project was later delayed by

a Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (MEDC) deci-
sion requiring Molter to
incorporate the antique mall build-
ing into his new store, due to the
historical value of the antique mall
structure. Since then, village offi-
cials have indicated Molter is no
longer pursuing the project.

Be careful!
Thumb schools back in session

Whether they’re ready or not, Tuscola County students are headed
back to the classroom. And the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department
wants them to make it there in one piece.

Of the 301 school-age children killed from 2006 through 2015 in
school transportation-related crashes in the United States, 102 were
pedestrians and eight were bicyclists, according to the most recent avail-
able data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
“With more than eight public schools in the county, drivers and pedes-

trians alike need to put their phones away and pay attention to their sur-
roundings,” said Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent.
Deputies will be monitoring school zones, added Skrent, who offered

some additional tips to help ensure a safe trip back to school:
*If you drive your children to school, be sure to use the appropriate

parent drop-off/pick-up area.
*Drive defensively. Always anticipate the possibility that a small child

may dart in front of your vehicle. Be prepared to stop at all times.
*Slow down and watch out for school zones and children walking or

biking to school or congregating near bus stops. Also, be alert for stu-
dent drivers.

*Remember that buses will be making frequent stops. It’s not only
dangerous to students, but it’s against the law to pass a school bus while
it’s stopped on the roadway picking up or dropping off students.

*When turning at an intersection, be sure to yield to pedestrians and
cyclists.
* If you’re a student riding the bus, stay out of the street while waiting

for the bus and allow the bus to come to a complete stop before ap-
proaching the bus from the curb. Make sure you remain in clear view
of the bus driver, never walk behind the bus, and look both ways before
getting on the bus and after getting off. After getting off the bus, look
both ways and then move immediately onto the sidewalk and out of
traffic.
*If you’re a student riding a bike to school, wear a properly-fitted hel-

met at all times. Also, riders should use a bike that’s the right size for
them and make sure that they don’t have any loose clothing, drawstrings
or shoelaces.

Bike riders should ride on the right, in the same direction as traffic,
and use appropriate hand signals. Bicyclists also should respect traffic
lights and stop signs.
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