
by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The man who allegedly attacked his wife with an ax is scheduled for
several court appearances in the coming weeks.

William Russell Williams, 59, is charged with
six felony counts in connection with the May 26
attack on his wife at their home at 1850 Mertz
(M-24) Rd. in Tuscola County’s Indianfields
Township. His trial is expected to start after
Thanksgiving.
According to court records, Williams has a final

pretrial scheduled for 1 p.m. Monday, Oct. 2, and
there is a hearing scheduled for 1 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 13, if the defendant’s attorneys have any
motions they want heard before the trial.

Red Hawks open
season with win
over Hamady 
Sports, pages 9 and 10
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Hills and Dales
welcomes new

physician
Page 8

Tuscola deputies
searching for 

Cass City fugitive
Photos, page 4

New school year, new surroundings...

VETERAN CASS City Elementary School teacher Lisa Green stands in

her classroom, where the standard student desks and chairs have been

replaced by what’s known as flexible seating options, such as round tables

and stools, all purchased with a grant. The idea is that students given

choice and variety in more comfortable seating will be more engaged in

the classroom, a goal Green hopes to achieve by incorporating brief pe-

riods of physical activity during the day. (See story, page 16)

Council approves
contract offer to 
attract manager

Local school board
begins the process
of prioritizing needs

MICAH LITTLE (left) and Jonathan Fields stand

in the meat processing room at Little’s Meat Pro-

cessing, Cass City, during the fall of 2015. Matt

Little recently announced the family has closed the

books on the business and won’t be opening the

doors this year due to other commitments. 

Oh, deer!

Littles close books on local
meat processing business

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A family-owned and operated custom meat processing business
popular with deer hunters throughout the central Thumb won’t be
accepting deer this fall.
The Little family, which established Little’s Meat Processing, 3624

Dodge Rd., Cass City, in 2008, recently announced plans to close
up shop due to other commitments, including a growing farming op-
eration.

“We’ve decided not to do deer anymore, or sausage. We’re going
to be getting out of the meat business,” Matt Little announced via a
Facebook post. “Without our farm growing, our dad is starting the
journey towards retirement.
“More than anything,” Little continued, “we want to thank you for

(the) years of all the great business, all the great people – you guys
made this what it is. It was really cool to meet all of you and your
families, and we wish you all the best.”

Please turn to page 8.

No decision on

second funding

request in Ubly

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Although Ubly school officials
have reviewed the results of the
Aug. 8 election in which voters
turned down a pair of funding re-
quests for capital improvement
projects, the board of education
hasn’t made a decision regarding
whether or not they’ll try again.

The school board briefly talked
about the election results during a
recent monthly meeting.

Voters rejected by a 139-vote
margin, 486 to 347, a proposal of
1.7 mills that would have gener-
ated $8.3 million over 10 years.
The community also rejected, by
a 72-vote margin, a proposal to
create a sinking fund of two mills
for 10 years that would have gen-

Sanilac County drug team shuts
down meth lab, arrests suspects

William Williams

Williams facing court dates

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Sanilac County Drug Task
Force shut down another home-
based meth lab early last week, ar-
resting three suspects and seizing
drugs and drug paraphernalia in
the process.

The sting took place during the
later afternoon hours of Aug. 21 at
a residence in the village of Car-
sonville, according to drug task
force Director Jim Johnson.
“Discovered during the course of

the search were the elements of a
meth lab production located in the
garage, and materials for produc-
ing methamphetamine,” Johnson
reported.

“Seized from the home were
crack cocaine, heroin, and
methamphetamine usage para-
phernalia.  Several used syringes,
crack pipes, marijuana smoking
apparatuses, unknown pills and
numerous other drug related items
were found and confiscated,” he
added. “A search and impound of
a 2007 Chrysler four-door and cell

phones from suspects on scene
was also completed.”
Two adult males and an adult fe-

male at the home were transported
to the Sanilac County Jail and
lodged.
A 51-year-old male giving a Mar-

lette address was booked and re-
leased for frequenting a drug
house, according to Johnson, who
did not release the man’s name
pending formal arraignment.

“Leila Goss, age 37, formerly
Please turn to page 4.

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 8.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

An employment contract between Deboria Powell and the village of
Cass City, along with repairs to the community’s recreational park fa-
cilities, dominated much of Monday’s 2 ½-hour regular meeting of the
village council.

Powell, who was chosen to replace Peter Cristiano as the permanent,
full-time Cass City Village manager earlier this month, will be offered
a yearly salary of $70,000 should she accept the contract drafted by vil-
lage attorney Jason Bitzer and approved on a split, 5-2 vote of the coun-
cil.
Casting dissenting votes on the proposed contract were trustees Jenny

Zawilinski and Nancy Barrios.
“I feel it should be lower,” Zawilinski said of the salary offer to Powell,

adding, “I think $65,000 is fair.”
Barrios, meanwhile, questioned other terms and conditions set forth

in the contract, including moving expenses, vacation pay, insurance
coverage, professional development and severance package.

In the approved employment package, Powell is set to receive six
months of salary if terminated by the council without cause after one
year of employment. Also for the same six-month period, Cass City will
pay for Powell’s health care benefits as outlined in the village employ-
ment handbook. The severance package – which Barrios felt should by
90 days – is conditioned on Powell signing a full release regarding any
and all possible future claims against Cass City. Further, if Powell is
terminated for cause, she will not be entitled to any severance pay.

Trustees Mick Kirn and Marilyn Biefer voiced support for Powell’s
starting salary, as did Bitzer.
“I think she is worth that amount of money,” said Biefer. Kirn added,

“Let’s keep it at $70,000. I don’t want to go through this (process)
again.”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Education reviewed some big numbers Mon-
day – all involving future capital improvement projects, repairs and up-
grades — but it won’t be settling on any realistic estimates until
sometime after touring the district’s buildings and going through the
process of prioritizing needs.
The board scheduled the walk-through and workshop session for Tues-

day, Sept. 19, starting at 5 p.m.
School officials previously conducted a survey of staff and community

members, requesting their input on needed repairs and upgrades. And,
over the summer, project management and architect firms surveyed
school buildings to assess the needs.

School Supt. Jeff Hartel and Chief Financial Officer Allison Zimba
last spring approach the board with a proposal to fund the work – by
extending an existing debt service tax.
The Cass City Public Schools currently levies a three-mill debt service
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Hoppes celebrate 50 years married
Melvin and Alicia (DeLuna) Hoppe celebrated
their 50th anniversary recently, they were mar-
ried on August 19, 1967 at St. Pancratius Church
by Father Arnold Messing. 

Together the couple have 14 children, Emily
Darr, Michael Hoppe, Kevin Hoppe, Brian
Hoppe, Hazel Filion, Nadine Kuntz, Matthew
Hoppe, Mary Randall, Janice Williams, Timothy
Hoppe, Arlene Bozeman, John Hoppe, Sarah
Medellin, and Isabel Fritz. 
They have 36 grandchildren and 3 great-grand-

children. 
Melvin worked at Gemco Electric/McGraw

Edison/Magetek Controls in Clawson, Mich. as
a sheet metal fabricator from 1964 until he re-
tired in 2000. 
Alicia still continues to work at Forwards Cor-

poration with 15 years of service. 
The couple celebrated their anniversary sur-

rounded by family. 

Now & Then
Alicia & Melvin Hoppe 1967, and 2017
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A pair of fundraisers
— one for North-
wood Meadows and
the other for the Hills
and Dales Hospital
Foundation — went
off without a hitch
this month, according
to Danielle Blaine,
the local hospital’s
community relations
whiz.

On Sunday, the 12th annual Gypsy Ride attracted
64 participants and 43 motorcycles to complete the
164-mile ride around the Thumb of Michigan. Blaine
says funds collected will be used to purchase flashing
strobes in the resident rooms at Northwood Meadows
— a senior living community on Beechwood Drive
— that will enhance the life safety system in the
building.
Earlier this month, the annual Hills and Dales Foun-

dation golf outing saw a total of 47 teams tee off at
Ubly Heights and Rolling Hills golf courses.

Blaine notes that over $31,000 was raised at the
event.
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Real rose-colored glasses

“Wow. For a whole two minutes the country came to-
gether. Is it not ironic that we all have to look up in
the sky to heaven and put on blinders not to see color,
to see the same vision?

“Felt as if God was saying, if we all just look up to
Him, we can all come together as intended…”

Clarke Haire
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Sheriff: School bus
safety no accident

A new school year is just about here, and Tuscola County

Sheriff Glen Skrent is repeating a message about school

bus safety that most of us have heard before.

That message bears repeating, because if the following

reminder saves even one young life, it’s more than worth

sharing.

“With schools starting across Michigan, the Tuscola

County Sheriff ’s Office wants you to know the laws for

school buses,” Skrent says. “Passing a school bus that is

loading or unloading students is prohibited under any cir-

cumstances.”

Here are some other tips for local motorists:

• Slow down and prepare to stop whenever you see yel-

low school bus lights flashing.

• The law now requires motorists to come to a complete

stop at least 20 feet from a school bus whenever a bus is

stopped and employing the use of its two red flashing sig-

nals. The driver may proceed once the bus resumes mo-

tion.

• Never pass a school bus when children are loading or

unloading. That is the law.

• Remember that children are unpredictable in their ac-

tions. Take extreme caution when traveling in a school

zone.

• If you live in an area where there are no sidewalks,

drive cautiously. Be more alert to the possibility of chil-

dren walking in the road.

• Be more aware of children playing near school bus

stops.

• Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on me-

dians and on curbs.

• Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and care-

fully.

• Reduce any distractions inside your car so you can con-

centrate on the road and your surroundings.

• Put down your phone – don’t talk or text while driving!

Tips for students:

• Always arrive at the bus stop early.

• Prior to boarding, wait until the bus has come to a com-

plete stop, the door is opened and the bus driver says that

it’s OK to board.

• Once on board proceed quickly to your seat and stay

sitting until the bus arrives at your school or other drop

off location.

• Do not move around on the bus.

• Always walk on the sidewalk when preparing to cross

the street near a bus. Make eye contact with the driver so

that you are sure he or she sees you.

• Never walk behind the bus.

• If you are walking beside the bus, make sure you are at

least 10 feet (10 “giant” steps) away.

• Take extra precautions to make sure that clothing with

drawstrings and book bags do not get caught in the hand

rail or door.

• Never stop to pick something up you have dropped

while the bus is stopped. Wait until the bus has driven off

to avoid not being seen by the driver.

(USPS 092-00)

As usual, I’m a day late and several dollars short.
Despite months and months of hype, I totally missed

the first coast-to-coast total solar eclipse in almost a
century that happened Aug. 21.
I was so wrapped up in watching the coast-to-coast

televised showing of the eclipse, and the reaction of
people watching it, that I misjudged the time the
Thumb area would go dark.

During the eclipse, the moon passed between the
earth and the sun, casting about a 70-mile-wide
shadow. The path of the shadow was called the “path
of totality”. I think that term is rather scary. It con-
jured up visions of some scary end-of-the world sci-
ence fiction movies I’ve seen.
Because I missed the eclipse, I’m trying to console

myself that I can “somewhat” experience the event
by plunking down 49 cents to buy a first-of-its kind,
first-class U.S. Postage Stamp. The special edition
stamp is printed with thermochromic ink.
The “Total Eclipse of the Sun” stamp is the first U.S.

stamp to use thermochromic ink. It reacts to body
heat when touched. Placing a finger over the black
disc on the stamp causes the ink to change from black
to clear to reveal an underlying image of the moon.
The image changes back when the stamp cools.

The backside of the stamp is printed with the path
and the times the eclipse took as it crossed the United
States.

How, cool is that? I’m impressed, considering that
when I first started using stamps in 1970, a first-class
postage stamp in the United States cost six cents and
a postcard stamp cost five cents. And, the stamps
were the kind that had yucky tasting glue on the back
that had to be licked, rather than the self-adhesive
stamps they have now.

It seems like I was the only one who missed the
eclipse. According to news reports, 240 million peo-
ple liked or shared photos of the eclipse on Facebook,
160 million posted photographs of it on Instagram,
and 2.5 million people posted on #Eclipse.

Of all of the comments and posting about the
eclipse, I like the one Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent reposted on the department’s Facebook page:

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

**********

Thumb Area MEA Retired will meet Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12 at the Charmont Restaurant in Cass City.
There is a social hour at 12:00 noon, where members
may purchase their lunch. At 1:00 Cheryl Matas, re-
gional director of Voters Not Politicians, will discuss
a possible constitutional ballot amendment regarding
gerrymandering. Membership is open to all retired
public school employees. For more information call
989-479-6988.

**********

Please take note that the Chronicle office will be
closed Monday, Sept. 4, in observance of the Labor
Day holiday. Therefore, subscribers will receive their
papers a day later next week, while our classified ad-
vertising deadline will be extended until noon Tues-
day, instead of our usual cut-off time of noon on
Monday.

**********   

The Child Advocacy Center of Tuscola County
(CAC) is a community-based program designed to
meet the needs of children in Tuscola County, manyu
of whom are victims of sexual abuse.
The CAC utilizes a multi-disciplinary and collabo-

rative approach to coordinate the investigation, as-
sessment, treatment, and awareness of child abuse
cases in the county.

The organization also provides advocacy, medical
and mental health service referrals, as well as aware-
ness services.

If you would like to help support this worthy orig-
ination, plan to “Tee Fore Kids” at the Vassar Golf
and Country Club Friday, Sept. 22.
For more information on how you can help support

a great cause, call (810) 610-8071.

**********  

Michigan apple lovers will be able to enjoy their fa-
vorite varieties earlier than usual this season, but
there could be fewer of them, so says Susan Selasky,
Detroit Free Press food writer.

Michigan State University Extension is predicting
this year’s harvest to be anywhere from a few days
to 10 days ahead of normal harvest dates. 
While apples, one of Michigan’s most valuable fruit

crops, may be early, don’t expect a bushel buster of
a crop this year. Because of frost and drought dam-
age, according to the Fruit Growers News, the Michi-
gan crop is projected at 20 million bushels. That
estimate is lower than the 24-million-bushel average
predicted by the Michigan Apple Committee.
Still, althought this year’s yield could be lower than

average, that prediction still puts Michigan as the
third-largest producer of apples. Washington State is
No. 1 and New York is ranked second.
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Circuit court proceedings

Defendants appear in circuit court last week
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Karch M. Taylor, 30, Caro,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
domestic violence, third offense,
June 19-20 in Caro. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-

fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was con-
tinued at $50,000 and the defen-
dant was remanded to the custody
of the sheriff’s department. Sen-
tencing is to be scheduled.

*Jonathan J. Schroer, 21, Reese,

pleaded guilty to charges of un-
lawfully driving away an automo-
bile, driving without insurance,
and driving without a license –
never applied June 6 in Reese.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was set at
$2,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies are look-

ing for information on the whereabouts of Richard

Lee Johnson, 40, of Cass City (above), who failed

to show up for sentencing on a breaking and en-

tering conviction and who has multiple warrants

for traffic and probation violation offenses. Any-

one who sees Johnson is asked to call Tuscola

County 911. Information on his whereabouts

should be reported to Deputy Steve Roland at

(989) 673-8161 (ext. 4056).

The trial is slated to get under-
way Tuesday, Nov. 28, provided
there is no plea agreement in the
case.
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark

Reene alleges Williams struck his
57-year-old wife in the head with
a splitting ax maul at about 3 a.m.
May 26. Williams then went to
work and, when he returned home
about 15 hours later at 5 p.m., he
allegedly damaged the home to
make it look like an intruder had
been there.
Williams called 911 to report the

crime, and troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in
Caro responded. He initially told
investigators his home had been
invaded and his wife assaulted.
Williams’ wife suffered a serious

head wound and was transported
by ambulance to an area hospital
for treatment.
Williams is charged with assault

with intent to murder, a felony
punishable by up to life or any
number of years in prison. He also
faces four counts of falsely report-
ing a felony and lying to a police
officer during a violent crime in-
vestigation. Each of those counts
carries a maximum four-year
prison term.

Tuscola County Prosecutor
Mark E. Reene has said there
“isn’t a clear motive” in the case.
“During (court) testimony, it was
brought up that he and his wife
had argued about his giving an-
other woman money.”
“He ‘whacked’ — his term — his

wife, went to work, and gave the
woman they argued about some
money,” Reene added. “There is
nothing that is clearly understand-
able in this case.”

Williams remains lodged in the
Tuscola County jail on a $500,000
cash bond.

Continued from page one.

Court dates

from Marlette and living at the
(Carsonville) home along with
Tyler Deaton, age 27, Marlette
Township, each were booked on
eight charges, including operat-
ing/maintaining a methampheta-
mine lab, operating a meth lab in
presence of a minor,
delivery/manufacturing meth,
possession of meth, purchase/pos-
sess ephedrine or pseu-
doephedrine to make meth,
possession of heroin, and main-
taining a drug house,” Johnson
said.

Both suspects were arraigned in
Sanilac County District Court and
remain lodged in the Sanilac
County Jail on $100,000 bonds.
“An eight-year-old female family

member at the house was taken to
McKenzie Hospital by Sanilac
EMS for medical evaluation and
released to a grandmother. DHS
(child protective service) was no-
tified and is involved in the wel-
fare of the child,” Johnson noted.

The Sanilac drug team initiated
an investigation back in May after
several roadside dump sites of
meth lab equipment and by-prod-
ucts were discovered and reported
in and around Marlette Township.
“The sites were handled by DTF

(drug task force) clan lab certified
staff and evidence from those sites
helped lead officers to the sus-
pects and search warrants in Car-
sonville,” Johnson said. He
explained officers undergo special
training to become clan (short for
clandestine) lab certified.

“The members of the drug task
force that have attended a ‘clan-
destine lab’ school for two weeks
become certified to handle haz-
ardous materials involved in the
drug production process of
methamphetamine and other dan-
gerous drug by-products,” he said.
“Two members have gone to the
DEA school in Quantico, Va.
“There were three (multiple) lev-

els of training,” Johnson contin-
ued. “They wear the hazmat suits

and we have a trailer with all the
equipment needed to remove the
materials from the sites.  Those
that are certified to handle this
also go for physicals and breath-
ing testing once a year.”
Johnson said drug team members

transport seized drugs, drug
residue, manufacturing chemicals
and other hazardous materials to a
pick-up location in St. Clair
County, where the materials are
then picked up by the state for dis-
posal.

“We have also purchased a Tac-
tic-ID analyzer that allows us to
test the found chemicals through
the packaging without touching
the material itself,” Johnson said.
“This was about $45,000, part of
which — $15,000 —was paid for
through a Rural Development
Grant applied for by the sheriff’s
office.”
Drug task force officers were as-

sisted last week by the Sandusky
Fire Hazmat Team, Sanilac EMS
and the Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department.
“We would like to remind the cit-

izens of Sanilac County to contact

the Sanilac Drug Task Force or
any law enforcement agency
when you find suspicious items,
such as bottles or jars with un-
known substances, some of which
may have altered tops with at-
tached tubing,” Johnson said.
“Please never handle, pick up the
items, or knock them over to see
what may be inside.   We have
been fortunate to have had some
discoveries of meth labs or the
component by-products by citi-
zens and first responders who had
been made aware of those dangers
from our drug talks and reported
their visual findings and suspi-
cions.

“All law enforcement and first
responders need and appreciate
those calls from you,” he said,
adding, “You can help prevent in-
juries and stop those involved in
drug dealing while helping those
with drug overdose and addiction
issues.”

Residents can contact the drug
task force at any time and provide
confidential tips by calling 1-800-
544-DRUG (3784).

Continued from page one.

sSanilac drug team shuts down meth lab

A Davison woman lost her life in a two-vehicle traffic crash in Tuscola
County’s Fremont Township, troopers from the Michigan State Police
post in Caro reported last week.
The accident occurred during the afternoon hours of Aug. 19 at the in-

tersection of Leix and Blackmore roads, according to reports, which
state a car traveling east on Blackmore Road failed to yield the right-
of-way to an SUV traveling south on Leix Road, and the driver of the
SUV was unable to avoid a collision.
The driver of the car, identified as Muriel Fogarsi, 80, of Davison, was

extricated from the vehicle using the Jaws of Life. Fogarsi died a short
time later as a result of injuries she suffered in the crash. She was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, troopers aid.

The driver of the SUV, a 70-year-old Mayville resident, was trans-
ported by ambulance to an area hospital for treatment of minor injuries.
Her passenger, a 70-year-old Mayville resident, was also transported to
an area hospital for treatment of minor injuries. 
The crash remains under investigation. Troopers were assisted on scene

by a MSP Third District traffic crash reconstructionist, Mayville Am-
bulance Service, Mobile Medical Response, the Mayville Fire Depart-
ment, and FlightCare Helicopter.

Crash claims woman’s life



�	���� ���"�������"�$�����
�
��

	�

��

�����
������� ��

���������������
�!���"�

�������������

�
���	�
������
���
� �����!"

�#���
����� 

��	������

�����
�����

�
�����������

�������
����������
���������������

��	���������	��	�����

������������������
���

���������
������������	�������
���������������


�
������������������������

������������������
���

��
�
���
�������������������������
��

��#���%&!���"��������!�!��"��

 

 
 

 

 

Cass City Planning Commission 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The following Special Meeting  

of the Cass City Planning Commission 
has been scheduled for 

 

Thursday, August 31, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.  

 

at the Municipal Building,  
6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan,  

 

To review the Site Plan for the  

Frankenmuth Credit Union 
 

 

 

The Public is invited to attend. 
 
Nanette S. Walsh 

Clerk/Treasurer 
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Just divide...
and conquer

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Marine Corps Pfc. Brandon M.
Speirs, son of Ellen M. and Rod-
ney R. Speirs of Deford, recently
graduated from the Marine Corps
Basic Combat Engineer Course at
Marine Corps Engineer School,
Marine Corps Base, Camp Leje-
une, N.C. During the 5-week
course, Speirs received instruction
in the fundamentals of engineer-
ing support for combat units, in-
cluding the procedures for
building and repairing bridges,
roads and field fortifications.
Speirs also received training on
demolition concepts, land mine
warfare and camouflage tech-
niques. Speirs is a 2003 graduate
of Cass City High School. He
joined the Marine Corps in No-
vember 2011.

Ava Donna Dorland was born
July 10, weighing 7 pounds and
13 ounces. She was welcomed
home by big brother Seth and big
sister Marissa. Parents are Trent
and Carol Dorland. Grandparents
are Tim and Lorna Dorland and
Ed and Edwina Phetteplace.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Andrea Walsh, daughter of Bryan
Walsh and Susan Walsh, Cass
City, and Nicholas Bowerman,
son of David and Mona Bower-
man, Snover, were married March
3, 2007. The beach wedding took
place at sunset on Makena Surf
Beach on the island of Maui,
Hawaii. Many friends and family
accompanied them. The couple
then honeymooned in Hawaii for
3 weeks. A reception was held
May 5th at the Ubly Fox Hunters
Club. The couple resides in
Snover.

When Virginia Lounsbury ex-
changed her classroom for a desk
in a junior high administrative of-
fice, she found that she was still a
teacher. And now that she has re-
tired after working for 33 years in
the public school system, she said
she still cannot escape her career:
“Even though I’m retired, I will
always be a teacher,” Lounsbury
said. Lounsbury retired from her
position as principal at Bad Axe
Junior High School at the latter
part of June, leaving at the closure
of her contract.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)
David S. Marshall of Cass City

is one of 448 students at Ferris
State University to be listed on the
quarterly dean’s list. To earn a list-

Ever feel so overwhelmed with a list of tasks, no matter how menial,
that you ended up just sitting down and accomplishing nothing?
I’m sure the experts have assigned a name to this sort of mental paral-
ysis, but I couldn’t say for sure.  All I know is that I sat down to write
this column in anticipation of taking a few vacation days this week, and
it felt like I’d never get it done.
My mind kept wandering all over the place, from the stories I needed

to wrap up and the photos still not taken for the front page, to whether
or not to put the effort into cutting two acres of grass when only an
eighth of that is really green thanks to days of dry weather, to figuring
out some sort of rough menu for the week (I’m chief cook and bottle
washer at home).
Tons of things to keep me occupied and then some, but I just couldn’t

seem to get busy on any of them.
I’ve felt this way before, and it always shut me down productivity-

wise, especially when it came to writing.  Which would make just about
every little stress seem much worse than it was, because each one re-
minded me of all that I needed to get done but hadn’t yet.  It’s a pretty
vicious circle, you know?

It’s the sort of frustration that used to make it easy to pick up a drink
– and, of course, that always made me much more productive.  Not.  

These days I make a more concerted effort to break free of this syn-
drome by doing the same thing that helped me to stay on the straight
and narrow back when I was really struggling to hang onto my sobriety:
I simply pick a task – any task, but typically a small one – and just get
it done. Period.

Okay, so it isn’t rocket science.  But it does lighten the “list of things
to do”, gives you a little feeling of success and encourages you to move
on to the next job at hand.  You might also be surprised at how the stress
level starts to fade.
Bottom line?  It’s a simple matter of learning to divide and conquer.
The problem is what Aaron Lynn describes as “analysis paralysis” in

an article posted on the website asianefficiency.com.
“No matter how many anti-procrastination tips and tricks you know,

or how much mental discipline or self-control you have,” Lynn says,
“when you’re faced with too many projects and tasks…it’s hard to tell
what’s important, and what you’re supposed to be working on next.”

Lynn says reducing the number of tasks – say to three at a time – is
the key, because when you have only a few things to focus on, you
pretty much know if you’re being productive (by doing it) or making
excuses (by not).  And, once you’ve accomplished those three, go to
three more.
His other suggestions include avoiding multitasking, wrap up all your

small tasks first, and change your work environment.
Sound advice and worth considering.  And I will, just as soon as I can

get past these other 19 things on my plate.

years, and their children, Danny
and Janice Lynn, left Friday to
make their home at St. Louis,
Mich. He will teach in Alma.
Their home on Pine St. has been
sold to another teacher and his
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wat-
son, formerly of Traverse City.

Administrator Frank Haythorn
describes Mrs. Basil Wotton as a
hardworking and important mem-
ber of the hospital staff. Mrs. Wot-
ton, the medical librarian,
received a five-year pin from Hos-
pital Board President James Bauer
last week. Mrs. Wotton is the old-
est employee at the hospital and
credited with an outstanding job in
her department at Hills and Dales
Hospital.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

While entries in the annual
flower show Saturday, sponsored
by the Woman’s Study Club, were
less numerous than in the summer
of 1941, the displays were none
the less attractive and visitors
were delighted with the beautiful
floral exhibits. The show, under
the supervision of the associate
members of the club, was held at
the D. A. Krug store. Mrs. Joseph
A. Benkelman was chairman and
other members of the committee
in charge were Mrs. A. H. Kin-
naird, Mrs. D. A. Krug, Mrs. G.
W. Landon, Mrs. A. MacPhail,
Mrs. A. Nettleton, Mrs. F. Reid,
Mrs. J. Sommers, Mrs. J. Span-
gler, and Mrs. J. D. Turner.

In the group of Class 1-A men
who left Tuscola County Sunday
to take the army examinations, the
following were accepted: Leroy
Brand, Leonard Wilson, Frank
Blasius, Andrew Woidan, Eugene
Middleton, Anthony Marra, Bur-
ton Sebert, Dale Abke, Harlan
Knack, Maynard Smith, Edwardo
Cavayos, Jose DeLeon. Class- 1-
B men who passed the army’s
physical tests included Harold
Bellamy, John Bierlein, Jr., James
Sparling, Francis Lockwood.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

Anyone who questioned the right
and advisability of the officers of
the local fair to use the slogan,
“The Greatest Cass City Fair,” in
their advertising matter had all
doubts removed when they
viewed the grounds, saw the spe-
cial free attractions and races and
mingled with the big throng last
week. Midway was crowded with
concessions and an overflow of
these was forced to set up shop on
the streets down town. The horse
races were closely contested and
were usually fast considering the
wet track and the special free at-
tractions were declared to be the
best ever given at a local fair, with
over 78 entries. On every hand
words of commendation and ap-
proval were expressed for the
many excellent entertainment fea-
tures and the officers, directors
and superintendent of the fair are
to be congratulated on their suc-
cess. 

ing, the student must have a grade
point average of 3.5 or better on a
4-point scale. 

Stanley Szarapski of Cass City
was one of 100 lucky hunters to
secure an elk hunting license in
the state’s first September elk
hunt. There were 37,000 appli-
cants from which the 100 licenses
were selected by a drawing. Li-
censes were issued for the elk of
choice and for antlerless elk only.
Szarapski received an antlerless li-
cense. 

Former Elkland Township Fire
Chief Dick Root was feted at a re-
tirement party Saturday at the vil-
lage park in Cass City. Root is
pictured holding plaques given to
him by the township and fire
fighters, represented on the right
by township Supervisor Dave
Milligan and Fire Chief Milt Con-
nolly, and by the department’s
women’s auxiliary, represented by
Cheryl Osentoski.

35 YEARS AGO (1982) 

Opening day of the Cass City
schools Tuesday was marked by
students being driven to school
and by pickets protesting the lack
of busing and supporting a recall
of some school board members.
No major traffic problems were
encountered.
No time clocks — that is the best

part of being retired, according to
Mr. and Mrs. Earney Seeley. They
retired together from the Caro Re-
gional Center June 18.

Mrs. Terry (Cindi) Truax of K.I.
Sawyer Air Force Base, was hon-
ored with a pink and blue shower
Saturday at the home of her
cousin, Mrs. Iris Kappen of Cass
City. The shower was given by her
family. Gifts were displayed in a
basinette which baby Truax will
use upon his or her arrival. Pencil
games were played and prizes
won by high and low scorers.
Hills and Dales General Hospi-

tal’s new birthing room was used
for the first time last Wednesday
when John Maynard II was born.
The son of John and Jennifer
Maynard of Decker was born at
10:29 p.m. and weighed nine
pounds, six ounces.

40 YEARS AGO (1977) 

Mr. and Mrs. James Evans and
daughter Brenda, who have been
in Iowa and Minnesota for two
months, returned to Cass City
Thursday. They brought home
Mrs. Evans’ mother, Mrs. C.U.
Brown, who had spent two
months with her daughter and
family, the Roger McDonalds in
Naperville, Ill. En route home
they visited Mr. and Mrs. William
Bell and family at Traverse City.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Martin of
Owendale announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Patricia
Ann, to David Lee Metzger of
Owendale, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Donnie Metzger. Wedding plans
are indefinite

Navy Fire Control Technician
Third Class Edward J. Kloc, son
of Bernice Kloc of 6191 E. Shab-
bona Road, Deford, was promoted
to his present rank upon gradua-
tion from Fire Control Technician
School. During the 23-week
course at the Naval Training Cen-
ter, Great Lakes, Ill., he received
instruction on the electronic
weapons systems installed aboard
current U.S. warships. He studied
the operating principles and pro-
cedures of radar, digital computers
and related shipboard equipment
used to control the firing of guns,
missiles and torpedoes. He joined
the Navy in October, 1976.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  
Wally Hempton of Cass City, a

two-year letter winner from Cass
City, who surpassed Walt Beach in
CMU annals as the leading pass
receiver in CMU history, is one of
57 candidates to receive invita-
tions to early fall football practice.
Coach Roy Kramer expects
Hempton to be one of the Chip
bright spots this season.
Norris C. Walters, son of Mr. and

Mrs. Stanley A. Walters of Cass
City, was one of 48 Michigan
State Police candidates to become
probationary troopers following
graduation Friday afternoon at
Michigan State University.
Trooper Walters has been assigned
to the Ionia State Police Post.

Mr. and Mrs. Dexter Johnson,
who had been residents here four
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News briefs

MSP citizens’ academy set
CARO — The Michigan State Police (MSP) Caro Post is pleased to an-
nounce a citizens’ academy, which will start Monday, Sept. 18, and con-
clude Monday, Nov. 6. Attendees will meet from 6 to 8:30 p.m. every
Monday night at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.
The eight-week lecture-based academy will give citizens the opportu-

nity to become familiar with the mission and operation of the MSP, un-
derstand the procedures troopers follow, increase their awareness of law
enforcement’s role in the community, and get to know personnel at the
Caro Post.

You must be 18 or older to apply and applications will be accepted
until Monday, Sept. 4. Individuals who are interested should contact
Community Service Trooper Mark Swales at (989) 673-2156 or via
email at SwalesM@michigan.gov to obtain an application.

Thumb quilt tour scheduled
THUMB – The Friends of Rawson Memorial District Library in Cass
City have organized a Thumb Quilt Trail Tour, which is scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 4, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Anyone interested in participating is asked to contact the library at
(989) 872-2856. The deadline to make a reservation is Wednesday, Sept.
20. Tickets are $35, which includes transportation, buffet lunch, bever-
age, tax and tip.
Participants will meet in the municipal parking lot just east of Back to

Back Chiropractic in Cass City to begin the tour. Lunch will be at The
Oven in Caro, with an anticipated return to Cass City at about 3 p.m.

A member of the Thumb Quilt Trail Committee will accompany the
group on the tour bus to share information about the quilt blocks on dis-
play on various barns along the tour route.

71st bean festival coming soon
The 71st annual Michigan Bean Festival will include a new children

friendly event and some additional racing action for adults.
The festival, set for Friday through Monday, Sept. 1-4, will feature a

free lip sync open to kids K-12, a unique figure eight race and off-road
demolition derby, according to organizers, who say other highlights of
the celebration will include crowning of the 2017 Michigan Bean
Queen, kids’ day with a sand volleyball tournament, beautiful baby con-
test, a petting zoo, children’s games, mud bog, live entertainment, the
grand parade, an old engine and antique tractor show, and fireworks.

erated $490,000 per year. The final tally on that issue was 451 “no” to
379 “yes” votes.

“There will be a meeting later with concerned residents, those who
helped with the bond, and others in the community to review where we
will go from here,” said school Supt. Joe Candela.

With the start of the 2017-18 school year approaching, the meeting
won’t be until later next month.

“We are getting ready for the start of school on Sept. 5, so the meeting
won’t be until later in September,” said Candela. “It will be after Sept.
21.”

Had the ballot issues passed, they would have allowed the district to
build new classrooms and close off seven classrooms in the upstairs
section of the 1936 school that are outdated, furnish and equip the ad-
dition, complete remodeling along with furnishing and refurnishing,
upgrade equipment, purchase and install instructional technology, im-
prove playgrounds and athletic facilities, buy a new pickup, construct
a drop-off loop at the elementary school, and upgrade the district’s heat
ing and cooling systems.

The most immediate need involves the 1966 gym floor and bleachers.
The district has about $120,000 saved to begin work on that project
next year.

In addition to gym repairs, some of the district’s other priorities include
closing off the upstairs in the oldest section of the school, but there
would have to be new classrooms to do that along with plumbing and
roof work.

Although the ballot proposals were rejected, Candela said the election
made the community aware of the school’s facility needs.
In other business during the regular monthly meeting, the board hired

Rex Tyll as the new varsity boys’ basketball coach.

Continued from page one.

Ubly officials pondering vote

Michael Sullivan  
Michael Lawrence Sullivan, 85, of Cass City passed away peacefully on Sunday August 27th, 2017 in

Covenant Medical Center, Cooper Campus, Saginaw.  He was born February 21, 1932 in Detroit, the eldest
son of Michael and Gloria (Miller) Sullivan. 

Michael graduated in 1950 from Saint Mary’s High School in Royal Oak.  He served as a Corporal in the
U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict where he received a Bronze Star, a National Defense Medal, a United
Nations Service Medal, a Korean Service Ribbon and multiple letters of commendation.  Michael worked
as a mechanic with the family Texaco service station in Hazel Park and later as service manager at Matthews-
Hargraves Chevrolet, Royal Oak.  Retiring in Cass City, he enjoyed serving the members of the Thumb with
newspaper routes, appliance repairs and sharing his mechanical aptitude.   Michael’s passion and dreams
were fulfilled by building his home on the Cass River.  He enjoyed Irish music, bird watching, growing
roses, his McDonald’s buddies, but most of all, the time spent with his Ellie.  He was a lifetime member of
Cass City VFW Post #3644.  

Michael is survived by his loving and supporting partner, Eleanor Truemner of Cass City; his son, Kevin
Michael (Tina) Sullivan of Wake Forest, NC; daughter, Celeste (Ronnie) Sullivan Washburn of Regan TN;
Eleanor’s children:  Dana (Sue) Truemner; Colleen (Kevin) Albosta; Mike (Rhonda) Truemner and Janel
(Ken) Guiles.  He cherished his granddaughter, Epiphany (Christian) Huffman; brother James (Judi) Sullivan
of Troy; sisters:  Julie Dow of Sheboygan Falls, WI; Margaret Duvall of Estero, FL; Gloria Taliana of Booth-
bay Harbor, ME; many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews; special friends include but are not
limited to:  Hugh (Missy) Robertson; Bob (Christine) Abfalter; Gage Abfalter; Penny (Russ) Reinas; Bob
(Byrel) Bliss; Dean Alexander, Bill Chippi, Bob Goode, Bob McKay, Dan Toner, Al Milligan.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; brother Daniel Sullivan; sisters:  JoAnn Sullivan; Patricia (Robert Glen) Lee;
his lifelong friend, Bill (Cy) Gailey.

Visitation will be held from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Wednesday, August 30, 2017 in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass
City

Funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 30, 2017 in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass
City with Debra L. Kranz, Funeral Service Celebrant officiating.  Interment is in Elkland Township Cemetery.
Military honors under the direction of Cass City VFW Post #3644 and U.S. Army.  Memorials may be made
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital; Leader Dogs for the Blind, or Mission Sisters of the Holy Spirit.
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements by Kranz Funeral Home of  Cass City.

Please turn to page 16 for additional obituaries.



Hills and Dales General Hospital
in Cass City is gearing up to wel-
come a new physician to its full-
time medical staff.

Beginning in October, Dr.
Afonso Ferreira, along with
Norma Abbott, family nurse prac-
t i t ioner,
will be
s e e i n g
pat ients
at Mill-
w o o d
S t r e e t
Pr imary
Care in
C a r o .
Located
at 130
Millwood
Street, which was previously a
Michigan Secretary of State of-
fice, the Millwood Street Primary
Care clinic will offer a newly-ren-
ovated space for patients to see
Dr. Ferreira and Abbott.
Dr. Ferreira currently sees his pa-

tients two
times per
week at
F a m i l y
Healthcare
of Cass
City.  The
Millwood
Street Pri-
mary Care
clinic will
allow him
to see pa-
tients in both Caro and Cass City.
Dr. Ferreira has been practicing in
the Thumb region for many years
and says he looks forward to con-
tinuing his practice.

Abbott is a Caro native currently
practicing at Cass City Medical
Practice.  Together, she and Dr.
Ferreira can see patients from
birth to the elderly, whether the
appointment involves a well child
visit, an annual wellness visit, or
something more serious.

To schedule an appointment at
the Millwood Street Primary Care
clinic, call (989) 672-1555.
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Over the past decade, the Littles
built a reputation for quality, full-
service wild game processing,
from butchering to production of
their own custom line of smoked
snack sticks, summer sausage,
fresh sausage, jerky and smoked
venison ham.

The Chronicle was unable to
reach Matt Little for further com-
ment, but in an interview with the
paper in November 2015, he
talked about the business’ success
and the crew – including his wife,
Jamie, and brothers Micah and
Bill Little, as well as longtime
friends Jonathan Fields and
Joshua O’Dell – that made that
success possible.

Little said he never expected his
customer base to expand as it did.
What began as an idea of process-
ing perhaps a hundred deer and
smoking some sausage for a lim-
ited number of customers blos-

Continued from page one.

Littles close up shop 

JACKSON LITTLE, son of Matt and Jamie

Little, stands amidst a pile of 40 deer at Little’s

Meat Processing, Cass City, on the second day

of the regular firearm deer season back in the

fall of 2015.

somed into a business requiring
long hours from the early youth
deer hunt through the firearm sea-
sons.

How busy? Two years ago the
Littles were forced to temporarily
stop accepting deer during the reg-
ular firearm season after hunters
delivered 90 whitetails in the first
two days of the season.  Two days
later, they were accepting deer
again.
Hard work and attention to qual-

ity were among the keys to suc-
cess for the business, which Little
described as a family affair, cred-
iting his mom, Donna Little, with
helping to get the enterprise on its
feet early on – then supporting he
and his brothers by caring for her
grandchildren so her sons and
their wives could juggle work and
family life.

“I have the best crew, I believe,
ever,” Little commented at the
time. “I had an idea, but it was all
of us that made it come to light.”

Hospital
welcomes
new doctor 

Board begins the process of prioritizing needs
Continued from page one.

THE CASS CITY Village Council recently welcomed

two new trustees -- Nancy Barrios (far right) and Robert

Piaskowski, who were recently sworn in by village

Clerk-Treasurer during a special meeting. Barrios fills

a council position left open when Steve Erickson re-

signed, while Piaskowski fills a trustee position vacated

by Mark Karwowski.

Continued from page one.

Repairs to recreational
park outlined Monday

Dr. Afonso Ferreira

Norma Abbott

tax that was originally approved
by voters to fund construction of
the middle school. Later, residents
supported an extension to pay for
a host of capital improvement
projects.

That tax is scheduled to expire
within a couple years, and Hartel
suggested that the board could ask
voters for another extension in
May 2018 in order to raise
roughly $8.5 million and pay off
the debt over a period of years. If
approved, the proposal would not
increase what tax residents now
pay, although school officials are
also considering requesting a
built-in one-mill increase, which
would generate another $4 mil-
lion.
At stake are the condition of two

aging buildings, including the
high school, which was built in
1967.  The district’s newest build-
ing – the former middle school,
now known as Cass City Elemen-
tary School — was constructed
about 20 years ago.

School officials have repeatedly
discussed a number of priority
projects over the past year, includ-
ing repair/replacement of radiant
heat panels along with other major

climate control upgrades at the
high school, where aging fixtures
have resulted in flooding damage;
replacement of boilers that have
reached their life expectancies in
both buildings; and sidewalk re-
pairs and construction of a new
entrance at the elementary school
to solve chronic bottleneck issues
for parents dropping of their chil-
dren.

During Monday’s regular
monthly meeting, Scott Hoeft of
Architect Engineering Consulting,
Marquette, briefly outlined what
he described as an extremely pre-
liminary list of possible projects
and their estimated costs.

The list is only “ink on paper,”
said Hoeft, who pointed out the
school board won’t have a handle
on what it would like to spend
until after priorities are set.
Hoeft’s figures totaled more than

$12.6 million for combined proj-
ects at the elementary, junior-se-
nior high and preschool buildings.
However, a second set of numbers
showed a pared down figure total-
ing $7 million for “priority one”
improvements, $2,467,380 in
“priority two” projects and
$2,723,860 for “priority three” up-
grades.

Should voters approve the bond

extension next spring, the contin-
uing debt would continue for the
next 16 years and generate fund-
ing in three separate years; $1.960
million in 2018, $3 million in
2020, and $3.2 million in 2022.
The total expenditures are esti-
mated at $8.5 million, with
roughly $2 million of that spent on
technology equipment and trans-
portation.

In other business Monday, the
board:
*Received some great news from

Lyle Severance, Cass City’s direc-
tor of technology.

Severance reported that Baker
College, Cass City, officials re-
cently donated 76 high quality
computers to the school district,
and Baker College of Flint do-
nated several more for a total of
190 computers given to the dis-
trict. “That’s huge,” said Sever-
ance, adding the computers are
four to five years old, compared to
the existing computers which are
nine of 10 years old. He estimated
the value of the donated comput-
ers at $200 to $300 each.
*Accepted “with regret” the res-

ignation of veteran junior-senior
high school social studies teacher
Lloyd Schinnerer, who is among
the Cass City teaching staff’s most
senior members, with 40 years of
service in.

In other personnel matters, the
board hired Jane Ignash to fill the
vacancy left by Schinnerer’s res-
ignation. Also hired were Karen

Sweeney for the Great Start
Readiness Program (GSRP), and
Andrea Tobey, who will serve as
a one-year substitute for the PREP
program administered through the
Tuscola Intermediate School Dis-
trict.

*Approved a resolution author-
izing Trustee George Batty to be
employed as a Cass City School
bus driver through METS while
also continuing to serve as a
school board member. Hartel
noted the district’s law firm re-
viewed and approved the arrange-
ment with respect to any possible
conflict of interest.
*Approved a final version of the

district’s 2016-17 budget that re-
vealed a higher–than-expected
contribution to the general fund
balance — $97,424 compared to
the previously projected $3,839.
School officials started the new
fiscal year with a fund balance of
roughly $1.63 million, or about
16.5 percent of Cass City general
fund budget.

*Approved moving next year’s
graduation from a Friday to a
Thursday, making it more conven-
ient for graduating seniors and
families to get a head start on their
weekend plans.
*Acknowledged a letter from the

Michigan High School Athletic
Association (MHSAA), congratu-
lating the Cass City Schools for
earning a state sportsmanship
award.

Bitzer’s view on the offer was “she is taking a leap of faith” to come
to Cass City and the amount may convince Powell to leave her current
job with the city of Saginaw. Ideally, Bitzer said, Powell will start her
new duties as village manage by the next council meeting, slated for
Monday, Sept. 25.

Turning to repairs at Cass City Recreational Park, Tom Herron and
Rob Piaskowski outlined several improvements/upgrades needed to
bring the park system to its former glory.
Those renovations include a number of projects at Helen Steven Me-

morial Pool, where a steel roof on the south side to match the north side
has been suggested. In addition, the crown jewel of the local park needs
new toilets, a new pool liner, a new boiler, landscaping and concrete
work.

“The list goes on and on,” Herron said.
Piaskowski added that just ordinary maintenance – cleaning, painting,

staining, etc. – could go a long way to improve the park’s appearance.
He noted the merry-go-round, drinking fountains, basketball courts and
other structures would benefit from yearly upkeep.

Barrios agreed, but said bandage repairs, especially to the pool, are
“just getting us by.

“We need to get the park master plan in place. It’s been in limbo for
the last nine months,” she added.
Once the plan is complete, Barrios explained, village officials will be

able to apply for grants that will allow Cass City to tackle major projects
like resurfacing the basketball courts or installing a new pool liner.
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Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
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nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar 

Seasonal Employee Team 
and earn extra money this fall. 

 
Applications are available NOW 

 
 Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing and 

Croswell factories 
 

In Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell, 
applications may be picked up at 

the Agriculture Offices 
 

For more information 
about  how to apply, please call 

1-877-41-SUGAR. 
 

Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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CONSUMER ALERT
Families of St. Clair County 

& Surrounding Areas
Out-of-town funeral homes and cremation 
“societies” are suddenly and aggressively 
marketing discount cremation in your area. 

Families are 
asking...  

Will I save money by 
joining a cremation or 
memorial society?

Cremation or memorial “societies” in Michigan are 
largely for-pro�t business brands of funeral homes. 
Membership fees are unnecessary.

�e intent of this consumer alert is to assist the community in making 
informed decisions.

More Questions? More Answers.  
Call your local Funeral Director 
or visit pollockrandall.com/consumeralert 
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Ditching desks
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Veteran Cass City teacher
receives grant to implement
flexible seating in her class

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Veteran Cass City Elementary School teacher Lisa Green has ditched
the desks in her classroom.

Gone are the iconic student desks that have survived significant
changes in education over the past several decades, serving as an or-
derly, functional seating arrangement for kids – all facing their teacher
in a typical classroom.

But these days, as area teachers prepare for a new school year to get
underway next week, Green’s space resembles a livingroom or college
lounge more than the rigid layout students have become accustomed to
in schools across the Thumb. 
This year they will find a variety of seating options, including colorful

stools placed around a few large, round tables. There’s a couch off to
one side of the room, a small stack of “lap desks”, a rack of stability
balls nearby, and even what Green describes as a couple of “bungy
chairs”.
Green’s fourth graders will be giving up their personal desk space and

simplify their supplies. Each student has a personal “cubby” – courtesy
of Cass City High School shop teacher Kurt Tuckey – for their supplies,
with common items located in one spot for easy access.
The new classroom environment embraces the concept of flexible seat-

ing, according to Green, who explained the goal is to enable students
to sit comfortably and still concentrate on their work.

Green purchased the new furnishings with a $2,500 Thumbs Up for
Kids grant she received through the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS). Green spearheaded the effort, but is
quick to credit Tracy Robinson, school social worker, and Nick More-
head and Stephanie Moore, both of the MDHHS, with helping her sub-
mit a successful grant application.

In a nutshell, Green explained, flexible seating is about letting kids
have a choice for seating – a very organized choice – where they are
free to explore their best learning environment.

“Kids are more tuned in. They’re excited because it’s a change,” she
added.
In addition to the new layout, students will have regular breaks – about

three minutes or so in length – in which they will be participating in
some sort of physical activity such as yoga or dance. The goal, Green
explained, is to ward off day dreaming, which tends to derail the learn-
ing process. “Moving stimulates the brain, so you’re all powered up to
begin again,” she said.

Incorporating those regular breaks into daily classes was part of
Green’s inspiration for experimenting with flexible seating. “There’s
not a lot of room for movement (with rows of desks in the center of the
room). I had to figure out a way to have more space,” she said.
Green, who has spent nearly her entire 20-year teaching career in Cass

City, acknowledged the reviews of flexible seating from various edu-
cators have shown a great deal of promise when it comes to increased
student interest and engagement in the classroom. In fact, a number of
teachers who have adopted the concept say they would never go back
to the old desks-and-chairs set-up.

“I’m very hopeful that’s what I’m going to think, too, because this is
a big change,” she said.

Chester Bartnik

Chester Bartnik, 92, of Pontiac, passed away Thursday, August 24,
2017 at his daughter’s residence in Goodrich.

Chester was born on March 16, 1925 in Detroit, to the late Stanley
and Frances (Kohan) Bartnik. 
He married Frances Janik on June 17, 1950 at St. Columbkille Catholic

Church in Sheridan Corners. She preceded him in death on January 25,
2007.

Chester was a graduate of a country school. He farmed until 1950,
moved to Pontiac and lived there for the past 67 years. He was a parish-
ioner of St. Michael Catholic Church in Pon-
tiac. Chester retired from General Motors
in 1990. He enjoyed the outdoors, fish-
ing, hunting, traveling and cruises,
word search puzzles and spending
time with his family.
Chester is survived by his children,

Helen Cunningham and her hus-
band, Dale of Grand Blanc, Chester
Bartnik, Jr. and his wife, Kathleen
of Waterford, Lottie Hodges and her
husband, Courtney of Goodrich and
Mary Muenz and her husband, Dou-
glas of Prescott; two daughters-in-law,
Linda Bartnik of Oxford and Cathy Bart-
nik of Burton; 16 grandchildren; 16 great-
grandchildren; one great great-granddaughter;
one brother, Henry Bartnik and his wife, Elfrieda of Cass City.
He was preceded in death by two sons, Walter and Peter; two brothers,

Casimir and Edward Bartnik.
Mass of Christian burial took place Monday, August 28 at St. Colum-

bkille Catholic Church of Good Shepherd Parish in Sheridan Corners.
Rev. Charles Hammond, pastor officiated. Burial will be in the church
cemetery.
Memorials have been requested to McLaren Hospice or the American

Heart Association.
Please visit www.smigielskifuneralhomes.com to express your sym-

pathy and sign the guest book for Chester’s family.
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