
by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

After 17 years as the Tuscola County Medical Care Center
(TCMCC) CEO, Margot Roedel, R.N., is retiring July 31, and
Brenda Kretzschmer of Owendale will become the facility’s new
CEO.

“I’m 75 years old, and I’m ready to retire and enjoy myself,”
said Roedel. “I know when Brenda takes over the facility it will
be in good hands. She is my ‘heir apparent’. We have been work-
ing closely together for her to take over.”

Since she started in 2000, Roedel
has spearheaded several major con-
struction and renovation projects to
make TCMCC a state-of-the-art
medical care facility.
One of the first projects she tackled

was bringing the original building up
to code both inside and out. That
project was completed in 2005 along
with a three-story addition, complete
with a landscape makeover that cre-
ated a nature center for residents.

Roedel had other plans for expan-
sion, but because the facility was
landlocked, there was no way to pro-
ceed until 2011 when Davenport Uni-
versity, located next door, closed.

The TCMCC Board approved plans
to purchase the 16-acre college com-
plex property, including the building,
and subsequently relocated the medical
care operation’s business and adminis-
trative offices.

With the additional acreage, Roedel
realized her vision of creating an as-
sisted-living complex. The Baldwin
and the Cortland houses opened in
2015, and there is still enough area
available for further housing develop-
ment.
When the assisted-living complex was

being built, two parcels of land adja-
cent to the medical care complex be-
came available and were purchased by
TCMCC. Roedel’s long-range vision for that area was to create
a proposed respite-care facility for the disabled. That additional
land is available for development when needed.

During a recent regular meeting, the Tuscola County Board of

Big changes set for
local Relay for Life 
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bigger battle this year
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3 hurt in Lamotte
Township accident
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Markel is among
coaches’ “hall of
fame” inductees

Windfall in the park...

DOZENS OF AREA residents turned out for popular local band Windfall’s

performance Friday at Rotary Park in Cass City, home of the village’s ongo-

ing summer concert series. Band members include (top photo, from left) Tim

Coryell, Tom Fulcher and Tom Guinther, and (bottom photo, left) drummer

Claude Leyva. Missing from the photos are bassist Tim Guinther and Fred

Deming on steel guitar.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The doors to the Michigan High School Coaches’ Association
Hall of Fame will swing open once more this fall, and for the
first time ever, a Cass City coach will be part of the new class
inducted by the organization, founded back in 1954 on the cam-
pus of Central Michigan University.

Don Markel, who has spent the lion’s share of his 40-year ca-
reer in education in the Cass City Public Schools — currently
serving as an assistant principal, athletic director and veteran
wrestling coach — is among 16 coaches slated to be honored by
hall of fame officials Sept. 17.

The Cass City Board of Education applauded Markel’s selec-
tion during a regular monthly meeting Monday night.

Markel made
the decision to go
into education
long before he
stepped foot on
the campus of
Central Michigan
University, and
he figured coach-
ing would be a
big part of that
career.

It was a natural
choice.

Originally from
Marine City, lo-
cated south of
Port Huron, he
was a standout

New leadership

Roedel retires from medical care,

passes the torch to Kretzschmer

Please turn to page 7.

Margot Roedel

Brenda Kretzschmer

Cyber hackers target Caro hospital

Sheriff: scam artists are 
posing as DTE workers 

The Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department is urging area business owners
and residents alike to be aware of a reoccurring scam that has again popped
up in the region.

“The scam works like this: DTE Energy imposters are contacting busi-
nesses and residents, informing them that they have late payments and that
their service will be disconnected unless they receive a payment over the
telephone,” explained Detective Sgt. Nathan Smith.

“Imposters have also in the past requested persons to pay via Western
Union or by purchasing pre-pay credit cards or Apple I-Tunes cards, etc.,”
he said.
Anyone who receives such as call is encouraged to take the following steps:
*Ask for identification.
*Pull out your most recent DTE Energy bill and ask the caller to provide

you with the amount due and the account number they are referencing the
call to.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Although hacking has been in the
national news, hacking can be
found in rural communities,
prompting Tuscola County officials
to take a proactive approach to the
threat.

Hacking is becoming a persistent
problem everywhere.

Even though Caro Community
Hospital and its clinics became vic-
tims of a “ransomware attack” ear-
lier this month, so far it doesn’t
appear that patient data was com-
promised. The attack disabled the

hospital’s phones and ability to ac-
cess patient data.

A ransomware attack is when an
unidentified, unauthorized entity
gains access to data that is supposed
to be secure, encrypts the captured
information, and ransoms the code
to the owner of the data in exchange
for money to allow the data to be
un-encrypted for use.
Hospital officials are working with

the FBI’s cyber-security on the
issue.

In Cass City, Hills and Dales Gen-
eral Hospital officials were notified
about the neighboring hospital’s se-

curity breach.
“Our IT (information technology)

department sent out a notice about
what happened in Caro. Our IT
keeps up on the latest technology
and have several firewalls in place,”
said Samone Ivan, who is the assis-
tant to the CEO.

“The IT provides us with training
on what to look out for in hacks.
And, our phone system is independ-
ent from our computers,” Ivan
added.
Before the Caro Community Hos-

pital’s hack became public, Tuscola
County Commissioners approved
spending $110,000 on software and
hardware for network security. The
money will come from the county’s
equipment fund.

Software was only part of what
Tuscola County IT Director Eean
Lee wanted. He requested adding a
full-time employee to audit the se-
curity of the network system, train-
ing staff on how to avoid hacks and
scams, and developing a plan to
handle breaches.

The total cost for the proposed
new staff member and software is
estimated at about $182,000, with
an annual licensing fee for the soft-
ware and employee salary of about
$88,000.
Although commissioners only ap-

proved the software upgrade, they
did agree to allow Lee to interview
for a part-time IT security position
to monitor workstation updates,
contingent upon board approval
later.Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 10.

Photo courtesy of Varsity Monthly
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5 generations of Chris Forster’s family gathered

recently, they are (front from left), great-great

granddaughter Breslyn Phillips, Gagetown;

great-granddaughter Ashley Phillips, Gage-

town; Chris Forster, Elkton; (back) grand-

daughter Shelley Stilson, Gagetown and son

Gary Forster of Sebewaing. 

Ubly Jr./Sr. High announces the
4th marking period and 2nd se-
mester honor students.

4th Marking Period

Grade 12 - Morgan Block*,
David Bowman, Jonathan Bran-
del, Derek Brown, Jessi Clink,
Grace Grifka, Chelsea Holdwick,
Michelle Inbody, Nathan Keller,
Aaron Klama, Noah Krueger,
Rachel Lemanski, Megan Lep-
pek*, MacKenzie Lesoski, Olivia
Lipskey*, Autumn Loss, Jacee
Mattox, Jonathan Murray, Riley
Murray*, Lindsey Nast*, Steven
Niemiec Jr.*, Kirah Osentoski*,
Tyler Osentoski, Gavyn Pallas*,
Kimberly Peplinski, Brianna
Pionk*, Allison Romzek, Richard
Schmidt, Travis Terbrack*, Cade
Walsh, Eric Wolschleger* and
Abby Wright.

Grade 11 - Olivia Bender*,
Danielle Briolat*, Justin Briolat,
Chantelle Burk, Delanie Candela,
Rachel Cook*, Dylan Crickon,
David Del Rey Acera*, Evan
Franzel*, Kendra Franzel, Shelby
Fulton, Andrew Gilbert*, Lauren
Gillig, Emily Gosdzinski, Alex
Grifka, Jacob Halifax, Emma
Hembrough, Gregory Keller,
Macy Knoblock*, Ashton
Lemke*, Skyler Lesoski, Matthew
Maikrzek, Josilynn McCoy, Pey-
ton McLellan, Jason Mierop,
Brent Osentoski*, Mary-Christine
Osentoski*, Katelyn Palmer*,
Kara Peruski, Shaquala Rich,
Emelia Rodriguez*, Izabel Ro-
driguez, Madelyn Smalley*,
David Sorenson*, Katrina Steven-
son*, Nicholas Swanson*, Brett
Sweeney, Ryan Sweeney, Saman-
tha Sweeney, Jacob Uhl, Savan-
nah Walker*, Zachary Walker,
Janelle White* and Amber
Wolschleger.
Grade 10 - Isaac Booms, Joshua

Brandel*, Jaelynn Burton*, Eli
Emming, Amber Essenmacher,
Brady Farver, Danika Focken*,
Rebekka Foster*, Bethany
Gornowicz, Anna Greyerbiehl*,
Haili Gusa*, Payten Heleski,
Cheyenne Janik, Kelsey
Knoblock*, Ethan Lemke*,
Parker Lipskey*, Anna Messing*,
Nolan Murray, Kylie Ogryski,
Arisa Osentoski*, Natalie Pallas,
Rebecca Particka, Madelyn
Peplinski*, Alexis Pionk,
Cheyenne Porzondek*, Ashley
Puvalowski*, Ryche Roggen-
buck*, Luke Rutkowski, Morgan
Schmidt, Sabrina Schumacher,
Jason Smalley, Sadie Souva*,
William Spicer Jr., McKenzie
Stomack*, Mackenzie Uhl,
Mikaela Van Erp*, Mikkayla
Verellen, Amanda Weaver and
Nicholas Wright*.

Grade 9 - Olivia Brown, Austin
Cregeur, Kali Dutcher, Grant
Geiger*, Andrea Grifka*, Amanda
Halifax, Kieanna Kaufman,
Alyessa Krzyzaniak, Rachel Lep-
pek, Hannah Melnik, Ellie Pe-
ruski, Lacey Pionk, Caleb Powers,
Isle Roggenbuck, Hannah
Schroeder, Jaiden Schulte*, Abi-
gail Sorenson, Katelyn Sweeney,
Danielle Tschirhart, Alexia Vogel,
Kylie Vogel, Sierra Walker*,
Jazmyn Warchuck and Zachary
Ziehm.

Grade 8 - Alivia Bischer*, Kylee
Brandt*, Kendra Glaza, Josephine
Gusa*, Cole Hagen, Katie
Heilig*, Carson Heleski, Amanda
Hill, Kalli House, Markus
Howard, Justin Johnson, Haley
Klama*, Haley Krueger*, Shelby
Kuntze*, Allison Lautner*, Daj-
nae Leipprandt, Erin McCarty*,
Reese McLellan*, Cole Messing,
Shelby Messing*, Madison
Michalski, Sarah Peplinski*, Levi
Peruski, Dawson Schumacher,

Samantha Souva*, Gabriel
Sweeney*, Nolan Van Erp*,
Olivia Vesel, Elizabeth Weber*
and Hally Ziehm.

Grade 7 - Matthew Brandel,
Alexander Foote, Nora Franzel*,
Trinity Franzel*, Ethan Gillig,
Katelyn Grifka, Tess Grifka*,
Alexiss Guigar, Lindsey Guza,
Theron Harris*, Reece Heleski,
Ryan Hill, Carter Hughes, Lily
Kieliszewski, Alexceia Krzyza-
niak*, Brady Langenburg, Kylie
Maurer, Hailey Mausolf, Logan
Mueller*, Colin Oberski, Myah
Schulte*, Emma Smalley*, An-
nisa Smith, Leah Stringer, Alexan-
der Susalla, Jazmin Sweeney,
Kyle Sweeney, Coleton Taylor,
Dallas Walker and Emma Widger.
*Denotes all A’s.  

Second Semester
Grade 12 - Morgan Block, David
Bowman, Jonathan Brandel,
Derek Brown, Jessi Clink, Kait-
lynn Foster, Grace Grifka,
Michelle Inbody, Nathan Keller,
Aaron Klama, Noah Krueger,
Megan Leppek*, MacKenzie
Lesoski, Olivia Lipskey, Autumn
Loss, Jacee Mattox, Jonathan
Murray, Riley Murray*, Lindsey
Nast*, Steven Niemic Jr, Kirah
Osentoski*, Tyler Osentoski,
Gavyn Pallas, Brianna Pionk, Al-
lison Romzek, Richard Schmidt,
Travis Terbrack*, Cade Walsh,
Ariel Waterbeck, Eric
Wolschleger* and Abby Wright.
Grade 11 - Olivia Bender,
Danielle Briolat, Justin Briolat,
Chantelle Burk, Delanie Candela,
Rachel Cook*, Dylan Crickon,
David Del Rey Acera*, Evan
Franzel*, Kendra Franzel, Shelby
Fulton, Andrew Gilbert*, Lauren
Gillig, Emily Godzinski, Alex
Grifka, Jacob Halifax, Emma
Hembrough, Ariana Kaczor,
Macy Knoblock*, Ashton
Lemke*, Skyler Lesoski, Matthew
Maikrzek, Josilynn McCoy, Jason
Mierop, Tori Osantowski, Brent
Osentoski*, Mary-Christine Osen-
toski, Katelyn Palmer, Kara Pe-
ruski, Emelia Rodriguez, Izabel
Rodriguez, Madelyn Smalley, Ka-
trina Stevenson, Nicholas Swan-
son*, Brett Sweeney, Ryan
Sweeney, Samantha Sweeney,
Jacob Uhl, Savannah Walker*,
Janelle White* and Amber
Wolschleger.

Grade 10 - Isaac Booms, Joshua
Brandel*, Jaelynn Burton*, Eli
Emming, Amber Essenmacher,
Brady Farver, Danika Focken*,
Rebekka Foster*, Bethany
Gornowicz*, Anna Greyerbiehl*,
Haili Gusa*, Payten Heleski,
Kelsey Knoblock*, Ethan Lemke,
Parker Lipskey, Anna Messing,
Nolan Murray*, Kylie Ogryski,
Arisa Osentoski*, Natalie Pallas,
Rebecca Particka, Madelyn
Peplinski*, Alexis Pionk,
Cheyenne Porzondek*, Ashley
Puvalowski*, Ryche Roggen-
buck*, Brittney Schmidt, Morgan
Schmidt, Sabrina Schumacher,
Jason Smalley, Sadie Souva*,
McKenzie Stomack*, Mikaela
Van Erp*, Mikkayla Verellen,
Amanda Weaver and Nicholas
Wright. 

Grade 9 - Olivia Brown, Austin
Cregeur, Kali Dutcher, Grant
Geiger*, Andrea Grifka*, Rachel
Leppek*, Hannah Melnik, Ellie
Peruski, Lacey Pionk, Caleb Pow-
ers, Isle Roggenbuck, Hannah
Schroeder, Jaiden Schulte*, Abi-
gail Sorenson, Katelyn Sweeney,
Danielle Tschirhart, , Alexia
Vogel, Kylie Vogel, Sierra Walker
and Jazmyn Warchuck.

Grade 8 - Alivia Bischer*, Kylee
Brandt, Kendra Glaza, Josephine
Gusa*, Katie Heilig, Amanda Hill,
Kalli House, Markus Howard,
Haley Klama*, Haley Krueger,
Shelby Kuntze*, Allison Laut-
ner*, Dajnae Leipprandt, Erin
McCarty*, Reese McLellan*,
Cole Messing, Shelby Messing*,
Madison Michalski, Sarah Peplin-
ski*, Levi Peruski, Dawson Schu-
macher, Samantha Souva*,
Gabriel Sweeney, Nolan Van
Erp*, Olivia Vesel, Elizabeth
Weber* and Hally Ziehm.

Grade 7 - Matthew Brandel,
Brooklyn Essenmacher, Alexan-
der Foote, Nora Franzel*, Trinity
Franzel*, Ethan Gillig, Katelyn
Grifka*, Tess Grifka*, Alexiss
Guigar, Lindsey Guza, Theron
Harris*, Reece Heleski, Carter
Hughes, Lily Kieliszewski, Kylie
Maurer, Hailey Mausolf, Logan
Mueller*, Colin Oberski, Myah
Schulte*, Emma Smalley*, An-
nisa Smith, Leah Stringer, Alexan-
der Susalla, Kyle Sweeney,
Coleton Taylor*, Dallas Walker
and Emma Widger.
*Denotes all A’s.  

Ubly schools announce honor students
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Big Brother is watching...

wear a disguise to throw Big Brother off regarding
my plans to buy some strap sandals.Clarke Haire
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Overcoming overdose

trend a big challenge

The number of total drug overdose deaths in Michigan
increased by 18 percent in 2016, and the majority of over-
doses were related to opioids, according to new provi-
sional data announced by officials at the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS).

In a move we should all applaud, MDHHS has re-
sponded by launching a media campaign to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of opioid misuse, the treatment
options available, and to educate the public about proper
storage and disposal of prescription drugs.
“The addiction epidemic continues to take lives and hurt

families in every corner of our state and our country,”
said Lt. Gov. Brian Calley. “While many initiatives are
underway to address this crisis, it’s clear that we have to
work harder to reverse this tragic trend. Working together
on treatment and prevention efforts will ultimately lead to
more second chances and fewer funerals.”                      
States nationwide have experienced a dramatic increase

in the number of opioid-related overdoses in recent years.
In Michigan, the number of heroin-related overdose

deaths per 100,000 residents increased from 1.1 in 2007
to 7.5 in 2015. Of the 2,335 overdose deaths in 2016,
1,689 were opioid-related, up from 1,275 opioid-related
deaths in 2015.

“The initiatives underway for treatment and the public
awareness campaign are key to reaching more residents
across the state and providing them with the information
necessary to find the available prevention, treatment and
emergency services that can save a life,” said Dr. Debra
Pinals, MDHHS chief psychiatrist.

“The provisional data show that remaining vigilant in
our fight against the opioid epidemic is an everyday mat-
ter of life or death for many Michigan residents,” she
added.

The public awareness campaign is part of Michigan’s
extensive efforts to address opioid addiction and over-
doses. In May, Michigan issued a standing order to pre-
authorize the distribution of naloxone by pharmacists to
eligible individuals. Naloxone is a fast-acting, potentially
life-saving medication that reverses opioid overdose. 
Since it was issued, more than 700 (25 percent) of Michi-

gan pharmacies have registered to dispense naloxone
under the standing order.
Both the naloxone standing order and public awareness

campaign were significant recommendations of Governor
Rick Snyder’s Prescription Drug and Opioid Abuse Task
Force. A Commission was also launched at the end of
2016 to pick up where the task force left off and drive the
agenda to combat the opioid crisis.

In addition, in April Michigan received more than $16
million in Opioid State Targeted Response (STR) funds
from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration. The Opioid STR grant is being used to pro-
mote prevention and increase access to treatment by
funding a variety of state initiatives, including the Michi-
gan Prescription Drug Monitoring Program.

This is an uphill battle, to be sure, but one worth every
ounce of effort because it could be all that stands between
recovery and a casket.

(USPS 092-00)

As Cass City residents gear up for village-wide
garage sales this weekend, they can either take com-
fort or be concerned that Big Brother has rules about
garage sales.
Earlier this month, the state’s top law dog, Michigan

Attorney General Bill Schuette, released a new con-
sumer education newsletter concerning hosting and
going to garage sales.

It would seem it is a simple process to go through
and sort belongings to decide what to keep and what
to put in a garage sale, or for garage sale goers to
shop for bargains. But it isn’t. According to Schuette,
some legal issues - even federal ones - could come
into play for those hosting a simple garage sale.
The federal Consumer Product Safety Improvement

Act of 2008 (CPSIA) regulates the safety of items —
even those sold in garage sales, says Schuette, who
explained CPSIA regulations apply not only to man-
ufacturers and primary sellers, but also to resellers,
which includes yard sale merchants.

So, folks who organize garage sales are legally re-
sponsible under the law for any recalled products
they sell. And, the seller is obligated to check if the
items they have for sale face a recall, especially items
like cribs, highchairs, playpens, car seats and toys.

There is a list of recalled items on the U. S. Con-
sumer Protection Safety Commission website.

A bright spot in Schuette’s newsletter is that there
is no sales tax on garage sale items as long as the
event is an isolated sale and not a reoccurring one.
Man, there are rules for everything!
At one point in my life, I considered becoming a

paralegal and I took some law classes. I never real-
ized there were so many rules and regulations cover-
ing everything. There are laws upon laws, upon laws.
For every law there are several more laws explaining,
defining, or overturning a previous one.

There are so many laws, it is my opinion there
should be a moratorium for a while against making
more laws.

Is Big Brother’s watchful eye a comfort when sell-
ing that used paperback book for 25 cents? Either
way, I plan on going to some of Cass City’s garage
sales this weekend, but I’m wondering if I should

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less,
$5.00 each insertion;  additional words 15 cents
each.  Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.
Save money by enclosing cash with mail orders.
Rates for display want ads on application.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. 
Discounts available for multi-year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising
is Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising
is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for
verification, but won’t be used in the newspaper.
Names will be withheld from publication upon re-
quest, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific na-
ture, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is
a $5 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: en-
gagements, weddings, anniversaries, college grad-
uations, birth announcements and similar items.
There is a $4 fee to include a photo.

We’d like to offer our congratulations to Cass City
Athletic Director and veteran wrestling Coach Don
Markel, who is scheduled to be inducted into the
Michigan High School Coaches’ Association Hall of
Fame this fall (see story, page one).

Here are a couple of tidbits Editor Tom Mont-
gomery picked up (but didn’t use) during his inter-
view with Markel:

While the longtime Red Hawk coach was a solid
athlete as a youth and even in his college days at
CMU (although he describes himself as an average
wrestler when he competed for the Chips), he noted
he learned early on that he simply wasn’t cut out for
some sports. “I played basketball in junior high. I
was terrible,” he said.
Cass City’s longest serving coach has mentored 52

different varsity teams during his years in Cass City.
Can you guess who the runner-up is in this category?
The answer is Scott Cuthrell, who has led 29 differ-
ent varsity teams, including 14 varsity football
squads. 

Markel will be the first Cass City coach to be in-
ducted into the coaches’ association hall of fame, but
the roster of past honorees includes another familiar
name – Paul Smarks, for whom Cass City High
School’s coveted Paul Smarks Award was named.
Smarks did, in fact, coach for the Red Hawks for
three years – about 90 years ago – but was inducted
into the hall during his tenure as a coach in Warren.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

*********  

Michigan’s jobless rate in June 2017 was a full per-
centage point below the state’s June 2016 rate of 4.8
percent. The national jobless rate declined by a half
percentage point over this period.
Also, the state’s unemployment rate in June was six-

tenths of a percentage point below the national
rate. The U.S. jobless rate edged up by one-tenth of
a percentage point to 4.4 percent in June.

Furthermore, since June 2016, total employment
rose in Michigan by 95,000, or 2.1 percent, while the
number of unemployed fell by 46,000 or 19.7 per-
cent, both of which compared favorably to the U.S.
as a whole.

Gov. Rick Snyder said Michigan’s 3.8 percent un-
employment rate is the state’s lowest in 17 years.

“Not only is statewide unemployment once again
below the national average – it’s Michigan’s lowest
rate recorded since August 2000. This is another ex-
citing step on the path toward our future as Michi-
gan’s reinvention continues,” Snyder added. “We’re
going to keep that momentum going now as we con-
tinue to build and educate our workforce and create
more and better jobs.”

*********  

Free vision and hearing screenings for any child en-
tering kindergarten in the fall is being offered by the
Tuscola County Health Department, 1309 Clever
Rd., Caro.

The testing will be done Tuesday, Aug. 8, from
11:15 a.m. to 6:15 p.m., and on Wednesday, Aug. 23,
from 8:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. Call (989) 673-8114 (ext.
141) to schedule an appointment. 

**********   

So the ‘Juice’ will be loose in the near future.
After nine years in prison for a hotel-room heist in

Las Vegas, O.J. Simpson was granted parole last
week after serving the minimum of his nine-to-33
year sentence for a blotched sports memorabilia rob-
bery. 

Simpson’s parole hearing was another nationally
televised event – the same as his 1995 trial for the
murders of his former wife, Nicole Simpson, and
friend, Ron Goldman, were.

Chances are good it won’t be the last we’ll see of
the former, now disgraced football star. He’ll find a
way back to the spotlight.  
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Eric A. Hampel, 49, Caro, was
sentenced to 90 days in the county
jail and 18 months probation fol-
lowing his plea of no contest to a
charge of bribing, intimidating
and/or interfering with a witness
Dec. 1-29 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $1,008
plus attorneys fees of $500.

In addition, Hampel was sen-

tenced to 90 days in jail and 18
months in jail following his plea
of guilty to possession of mari-
juana, subsequent offense, Dec.
29 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1008 in that
case.

*Robert L. Feldhouse II, 26,
Caro, pleaded no contest to three
counts of criminal sexual conduct,
third degree, involving a victim
under the age of 13 years between
Jan. 1, 2015, and Jan. 11, 2017, in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $500,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Bryan P. Delorey, 39, Caro,
pleaded guilty to charges of pos-
session of cocaine, heroin or an-
other narcotic (less than 25 grams)
and operating a motor vehicle
with the presence of a controlled
substance in his body March 27 in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
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SANILAC COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies are asking area residents to share

any information they may have regarding a reported larceny in the 8400

block of North Van Dyke Road in Greenleaf Township earlier this month.

“The sheriff’s office is seeking the public’s help in identifying the two

subjects in the picture (above),” said Sgt. Shelly Park, who noted citizens

with any information are asked to call the Sanilac County Sheriff’s De-

partment Detective Bureau at (810) 648-8360.

Deputies probing larceny...

Three injured in crash last week
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
deputies say three people were in-
jured in a traffic crash involving
multiple vehicles last Wednesday
in Lamotte Township.

According to reports, the three-
vehicle accident occurred shortly
before 4 p.m. at the intersection of
North Van Dyke and Snover
roads.
“The investigation showed that a

2013 Chevrolet Impala driven by
62-year-old Karen Yens of Silver-
wood was driving east on Snover
Road when she failed to yield to a
southbound car,” Sgt. Shelly Park
said. “(After) the initial collision,
the southbound vehicle then
struck a 2014 Ford Focus travel-
ing east on Snover Road. This ve-
hicle was driven by 48-year-old
Michael Potrykus of Deford.”
Park noted the driver of the third

vehicle was not hurt.
“Yens, the driver of the Impala,

was injured in the accident and
transported to (Hills and Dales
General Hospital in Cass City) by
Marlette EMS,” she said. “The
driver of the second vehicle — a
2013 Ford Focus – 77-year-old
James Kilcline of Pigeon and his
73-year-old passenger, Mary Kil-
cline, were also injured and trans-
ported to Marlette Hospital by
Marlette EMS for treatment of
their injuries.”

Lamotte Township Fire/Recue
assisted deputies at the scene.

 

 

 

 

 

Cass City Village Council 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The Cass City Village Council will be holding a  

Public Hearing at the Municipal Building,  

6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan,  

On 

Monday, July 31, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. 

Regarding a Proposed  Ordinance  

to sell Village owned property 

 

The Public is invited to attend. 
Nanette S. Walsh 

Clerk/Treasurer 
 



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 2017

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Talk about lives
very well lived

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)
Brian and Shirley Woodward, of

Snover and Brent and Shelly
Laursen, of Newberry announce
the engagement of their children,
Traci Lynn Woodward and Bran-
don James Laursen. Traci is a
2005 graduate of Cass City High
School and a 2009 graduate of
Ferris State University. She is cur-
rently employed at Human Devel-
opment Commission. Brandon is
a 2001 graduate of Marlette High
School and a 2006 graduate of
Motorcycle Mechanics Institute
(MMI). He is currently employed
at Kappen’s Tree Service. A fall
2012 wedding is being planned.

Helen Salas, Cass City, was one
of the many artists showcasing
their artwork at the seventh annual
art show which was held at the
Cass City VFW hall last Friday.
Salas’ artwork featured watercolor
painting, acrylics and mixed
media. Salas has been painting for
about 10 years.
Market rabbits raised by Abigail

Mowry were auctioned off at the
fair. The rabbits were purchased
by Tupperware for $225. Mowry,
who is from Vassar, is the daugh-
ter of Lian Parsell. Mowry is a
member of the North Stars live-
stock club.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)
Quinnlin Daily of the Kingston

area was recognized at the Tus-
cola County Fair’s 4-H and FFA
Large Livestock Fair on Thursday
for being the first individual in the
history of the fair to walk away
with 7 high honors. Daily
achieved titles that included:
Grand Champion Market Feeder,
Grand Champion Sheep, Overall
Showman for Sheep, Grand
Champion Pen for Sheep, Cham-
pion Senior Showman for Sheep,
Senior Showman for Sheep, and
Grand Champion Beef. “She
needs a huge round of applause.
This is something that has never
been done,” said Mike Sheridan
Thursday afternoon. Daily’s par-
ents are Greg and Linette Daily
and she is a member of the 5 Star
Livestock club.

Emma P. Witkovsky recently
graduated from Cornerstone Uni-
versity in Grand Rapids, where
she earned a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree with a physical education
major and biology minor. She is
the daughter of Karl and Donna
Witkovsky of Cass City, and the
granddaughter of Pauline Berry,
Cass City, and Donald and Doris
Witkovsky of Caro.

Three area residents are among
the students recently named to the
dean’s list at Northern Michigan
University, Marquette. They are:
Dara L. Iwankovitsch, Cass City,
who achieved a perfect 4.0 grade
point average during the winter
semester; and Benjamin M.
Howard of Cass City and Leah L.
Schuman of Ubly, who both
earned a grade point average of
3.25 to 3.99.
Among the 16 youth who partic-

ipated in the 26th annual St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital
Bike-a-thon in Cass City were
Madison Brinkman, Bobby Sue
Steely, Kendra Kerkau, Nick
Smith and Justin Kerkau.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

SH1 (SW) Edward G. Schwartz
Jr. reenlisted in the U.S. Navy for
4 more years recently after serving
16 years. Lt. Commander James
McMurty presided over the cere-
mony, which was held in front of
the Statue of Liberty on Liberty
Island in New York harbor.
Schwartz’s wife, Deanna, was
given a certificate in appreciation
of her loyal support of Schwartz’s
career. It was presented to her by
Lt. Commander McMurty’s wife,
Susan. Attending the ceremony
were his family: his wife and sons,
Trey and Dean, of Sea Bright,
N.Y., Jeff of High Point, N.C., Au-
tumn and Bill Thomas of South
Weymouth, Mass., and his
mother, Marge Schwartz of Cass
City. Also present were Deanna’s
parents, Dean and Esteleen
Gasteiger of Hampton, Va., and
friends from North Carolina,
Rhode Island, New York and
Michigan. Several Navy person-
nel also attended. Schwartz serves
on the USS Surebachi AE21,
based in Earle, N.J. The vessel
was among those that served in
Desert Storm.

Leann Deering’s market steer

You may not know Michelle Leeson, Keith Mitchell or Lou LaPonsie,
but I’d wager most folks would count themselves lucky if they could
come close to reaching any of these area residents’ ages and still be as
active as they are.

For years, Leeson was the friendly face behind the desk in the front
office at the former Campbell Elementary School, but retirement hasn’t
slowed her down. She keeps busy with her family, loves to travel and
makes a point of getting involved with activities such as the Elkland
Township Cemetery Walk.
You might recognize LaPonsie’s name, considering he’s currently serv-

ing as Cass City’s interim village manager. It’s a job he previously held
full-time for more than 25 years – after a stint as a state highway engi-
neer. At 65, LaPonsie retired, then spent the next 18 years working as
a city manager in Sandusky and Marlette.
That’s the sort of retirement Mitchell has embraced, too. His past jobs

have included working for a trailer factory in Marlette, and he was the
first employee hired at Cole Carbide years ago. He later spent 25-plus
years with General Telephone Company, all the while continuing to
farm and raise beef cattle.
These days Mitchell spends a great deal of time in the woods, chopping

wood, prompting his wife, Jane, to refer to him as the Paul Bunyan of
Greenleaf Township.

Mitchell is creeping up on his 81st birthday, while LaPonsie is about
84.

Leeson is also, ummm, past retirement age. I’d share her birthdate,
but I’m pretty sure she could chase me down and beat me up. Better
safe than sorry, you know?

In any event, I’ve known this trio for years, and it never ceases to
amaze me how “young” they’ve managed to stay.

Seriously, I’m 55, but I’ve seen guys 10 years younger than me who
look – and act — 30 years older, but I’ve also seen a handful of 70-
year-olds who appear younger than I feel.

Does that make sense?
I’ve never been tempted to ask Leeson, LaPonsie or Mitchell for the

secret of their (longevity) success, I suppose because they have a way
of quietly conveying to others a certain enthusiasm and gratitude for
each breath. It’s as if they wake up most days and figure if the good
Lord has given them another day, they have an obligation to make the
most of it.
And they do that by, among other things, looking beyond themselves

and considering what they might do or say that would make someone
else’s day a little nicer. Now, I couldn’t prove it, but I’m pretty sure a
generally upbeat and selfless approach to life feeds on itself.

Hopefully, it’s also catching.
I don’t think there’s a secret recipe that guarantees a long, satisfying

life for anyone. But I suspect balance in just about every aspect of our
lives is one key.
In any event, that should be a goal because, ultimately, balance makes

you feel more at ease, relaxed and happier in general, doesn’t it?
Perhaps the biggest common denominator among Leeson, Mitchell

and LaPonsie is their refusal to allow a number to define them or how
they spend their days. For them, longevity isn’t the end game; it’s just
another advantage to grabbing ahold of each day and living it to the
best of their ability.
Yup, maybe that’s their secret.

Northern Michigan University.
John is a graduate of Elk Rapids
High School. An Oct. 22 wedding
is being planned.

Four Cass Cityans have roles in
the Caro Summer Enrichment
Program’s production of “My Fair
Lady,” which starts this Thursday.
The play will run from Thursday
through Sunday night, starting at
8, at McComb Elementary School
on Hooper Street near the high
school. Robert Schmeler of Cass
City has the role of Col. Pickering.
Other Cass Cityans in the play are
sisters Cheryl and Frances Kozan
and Dave Scofield.

Three area students have been
named to the honors list for the
winter semester at Central Michi-
gan University They are Michael
W. Doerr of Argyle Road, Snover;
Donald M. Zurek of Ubly, and
Julie A Traxler of White Creek
Road, Kingston. All were sopho-
mores. To make the honors list, a
student must have a grade point
average of at least 3.5 out of a
possible 4.0 and have taken at
least 12 credit hours for the se-
mester.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Babich of

Deford announce the engagement
of their daughter Illa to John Tay-
lor, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd
Taylor of Kingston. Wedding
plans are indefinite.

Mrs. Enoch Osentoski, Sharon,
Stevie, Timmy, Denise and Rose
Ann were Monday forenoon visi-
tors and Mrs. Andy Toro and
Mitzie of Detroit, Mrs. Paul Ray-
chock and Darlene of Lake Orion
and Rose Strauss of Cass City
were Wednesday visitors at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Jack-
son and daughter.

Geraldine Marie Horner and
Gary Lee Suzor were married Sat-
urday, July 15, in an evening cer-
emony at the Elizabeth Lake
Church of Christ. The bride is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Audley
Horner of Highland, formerly of
Cass City, and the bridegroom is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Suzor
of Union Lake.

Miss Sheila Keilitz and Charles
Keilitz of South Tom’s River, N.
J., are spending a vacation at the
home of their aunt and family, the
Vern McConnells, and visiting
other relatives. Their parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Milton Keilitz, are for-
mer Cass City residents.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)
Miss Lela MacRae, who has

been in charge of the Be-Lov-Lee
Beauty Studio in Cass City since
March, has purchased the equip-
ment from the Kern Company of
Saginaw and is now its owner.
Miss MacRae is a graduate of a
cosmetologist school in Cleve-
land. She will be assisted by Miss
Genevieve Pena of Cass City, who
is a graduate of a Pontiac beauty
school, and has been employed in
a shop in that city. Mrs. Charles
Bigelow will close the Twila Jane
Beauty Shoppe in the Sheridan
Building and will care for her cus-
tomers at the Be-Lov-Lee Studio.

A lovely wedding took place on
Saturday evening, July 25, at Cass
City, when Miss Bernice Ruth Sil-
vernail, daughter of Mrs. Stephen
Moore, of Cass City became the
bride of Theron Berry of Pontiac,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira Berry, of
Caro at a service read in the home
of the bride’s great-aunt, Mrs.
Alice Moore, by the Rev. E. Ray
Willson, D. D., pastor of the First
Methodist Church of Caro. The
ceremony was performed in front
of a large window under an arch
of white, overhung by a large
white bell and a background of
potted ferns and baskets of gladi-
oli. 

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

T. L. Tibbals has purchased the
brick block next to Schwaderer
Restaurant from Mrs. Margaret
Hendrick and will occupy the
same with his jewelry stock. He
expects to move into his new
quarter within 60 days.

The Thumb Creamery Co.’s
plants at Cass City and Caro have
been purchased by W. A. Mudge,
the deal having been completed
Monday morning. The purchase
price is said to be $7,925.00. Mr.
Mudge expects to retain the name
of the Thumb Creamery Co.,
owing to the high standing that
name has among the trade.

won Grand Champion and Re-
serve Showman honors at the Tus-
cola County Fair last week.
Deering, the daughter of Lee and
Glenda Deering of Deford, is a
member of the Cass City Live-
stock 4-H Club. Her 1,275-pound
steer was purchased by Orr Lum-
ber for $2.50 pound.

Pvt. Christopher B. Rodriguez
has completed training at the U.S.
Army Infantry School in Colum-
bus, Ga. During the course, stu-
dents received training which
qualified them as lightweapons in-
fantrymen and as indirect-fire
crewmen in a rifle or mortar
squad. Instruction included
weapons qualifications, tactics,
patrolling, land mine warfare.

Airman Jeffrey D. Kluesner has
graduated from Air Force basic
training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas. During
the 6 weeks of training the airman
studied Air Force mission, organ-
ization and customs and received
special training in human rela-
tions. In addition, airmen who
complete basic training earn cred-
its toward an associate degree
through the Community College
of the Air Force. Kluesner is the
son of Donald R. Kluesner of
Kingston, and Linda G. Adams of
Canton. He is a 1991 graduate of
Kingston High School.

35 YEARS AGO (1982) 
Randy Johnson, 11, enjoys this

tree house built by his father, Jim
Johnson of Oak Street. The house
has an electrical outlet for the
radio, a bucket for hauling items
to the house, and a porch. The
house was built on a 4-by-8-foot
piece of plywood and took John-
son about five days to build. The
house is about 12 feet from the
ground and four feet tall.

Mrs. Alice Riley of Lebanon,
Ohio, and her niece, Mrs. Esther
Hardesty of Coshocton, Ohio,
who had been guests of Mrs. Nor-
maleen McIntosh for a week, were
to have left Wednesday to return
home.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Whittenburg
and Theo Hendrick had as supper
guests Thursday evening Mr. and
Mrs. Ivan Tracy, Mr. and Mrs.
Duane O’Dell and Jason and Mr.
and Mrs. George Fisher Sr. cele-
brating Mrs. Tracy’s birthday. 

Eighty relatives attended the an-
nual Lounsbury-Dean families re-
union Sunday at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Tom Lounsbury on
Dodge Road. Coming the greatest
distance were Mr. and Mrs. Royal
Scott from London, Ontario, The
eldest of the Dean family attend-
ing was Harley Dean of Caro and
the
youngest was Cathy Scott. Leslie
Lounsbury was the oldest of the
Lounsbury family and 10-month-
old Wendy McClorey the
youngest. Offices elected for the
coming year were: President, Tom
Lounsbury; vice president, Gor-
don Goodall, Sanford, and secre-
tary-treasurer, Geraldine Ferguson
from the Detroit area. Plans are to
hold the 1983 reunion at the Cass
City Recreation Park.

40 YEARS AGO (1977)

Two employees at Auten Motors
were honored recently for excel-
lence in their respective depart-
ments. Receiving trophies for
their achievements from Kristen
Bell of Ford Motor Co. are Al
Seeley, manager of the body shop,
and Walt Jezewski, service man-
ager.

Mrs. Lilah Wilhelmi and grand-
daughter, Tammy Wilhelmi, spent
Tuesday, July 19, at Oak Beach
with Mrs. Wilhelmi’s sisters, Mrs.
Eldon Hall of Jackson and Mrs.
Bernice Sweet of Carsonville,
who were vacationing at the Hall
cottage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rienstra
and sons, Dennis, Reuben and
Sammy, of Harrison were in Cass
City Saturday to help his parents,
Mr. and Mr. Peter Rienstra, cele-
brate their 38th wedding anniver-
sary. Also present were Dwight
and Dwayne Rienstra of North
Branch who stayed to spend a few
days here.
Mrs. Nancy Rocheleau of Owen-

dale announces the engagement of
her daughter, Rochelle Lynn to
John Gerrit Smedley, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John H. Smedley of Ke-
wadin. Shelly is a graduate of
Owen-Gage High School and re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree from
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Fighting
the bite

Mosquito population thriving
this year in Tuscola County

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The mosquito population has
more than doubled in northern
Tuscola County, thanks to a wet
spring and summer.

To help handle the additional
work, Tuscola County Mosquito
Abatement Director Kimberly
Green asked retired former biolo-
gist Richard Colopy to come back
as a seasonal biologist at a rate of
$20.95 per hour to assist with lab-
oratory work due to the mosquito
outbreak caused by recent signifi-
cant rainfall.

“Richard is helping out in the lab
in counting and comparing mos-
quitos,” said Biologist Gavin
Greer. “We are finding 2,500 mos-
quitos in some traps along the
(Saginaw) bay area. Generally, the
trap average is about 1,000 mos-
quitos.

“Recently, there has been six to
seven inches of rain in the north-
ern part of the county and there is
more forecast,” he added.
Traps with 2,500 mosquitos have

been recorded in Akron and Co-
lumbia townships.
The mosquito abatement depart-

ment has 10 New Jersey Light
traps and three Gravid traps to
conduct mosquito population
counts. 
“The New Jersey Light traps use

light to draw in mosquitos. It
needs a power source,” he said.
“The Gravid traps use organic
water.”

Mosquito trapping is important.
The number collected helps indi-
cate the mosquito population and
is a potential indicator of disease
activity.

Tuscola County has a millage to
operate its mosquito control pro-
gram. In addition to roadside
spraying, the tax allows for indi-
vidual residential properties to be
sprayed when scheduled.

“We are averaging 100 calls a
day for yards to be sprayed,” said
Greer. “So far, we are keeping up.
We are doing 80 to 85 residential
sprays a day.”

The department has 15 employ-
ees who conduct suppression
spraying at night.
“With that large of a crew, we are

pretty much able to have one guy

in each township at night doing
suppression spraying,” Greer said.

Trying to keep mosquito num-
bers down is important because
the Culex mosquito carries West
Nile Virus, which has been found
in crows in Midland and Saginaw
counties. So far, the virus has not
been documented in Tuscola
County.

Although Tuscola County has
seen its share of rain, the county
has not been hit as hard as Mid-
land and Saginaw counties have
with rain and flooding.

“As long as we don’t get a lot
more rain, we are holding our own
for the most part against mosqui-
tos,” said Greer.

Tuscola is one of four counties
that have a suppression program –
the others are Midland, Saginaw
and Bay. Tuscola levies .6316 of a
mill and has had a suppression
program since 1997. 

Residents can also do their part
in reducing the mosquito popula-
tion by eliminating breeding
grounds for mosquitoes, such as
standing water near the home in
pools and buckets, and by keeping
screens in good repair.

Wearing long sleeves, closed
shoes, and slacks help to protect
against mosquito bites, along with
not going outside during peak
mosquito times in the early morn-
ing and evening.

When applying insect repellents
on children, follow the guidelines
recommended by the American
Academy of Pediatrics Committee
on Environmental Health by ap-
plying repellent on your hands
and then rub it on the child. Do
not use repellents with DEET on
infants less than two months old.
Avoid spraying children’s eyes
and mouths, and use the repellent
sparingly around their ears.

Also, never apply repellent to
children’s hands or their skin
under clothing. Do not allow
young children to apply insect re-
pellent to themselves, and once a
child is indoors, wash the treated
skin with soap and water.

Before applying repellent, read
all label directions; not all repel-
lents are intended to be applied to
the skin. Repellents with low con-
centrations (10% or below) are ef-
fective and may be preferred in
most situations.  Start with a low-
concentration product.

It’s a waiting game for
next step in construction
of state’s new hospital 

by Mary Drier 
Special for the Chronicle

In mid-June, state officials announced that Michigan’s new psychiatric
hospital, planned to replace the Caro Center, will be built in Tuscola
County. But little else has been decided regarding the project.
Gov. Rick Snyder’s proposed 2018-19 budget, which goes into effect

Oct. 1, earmarks $115 million for the project, but state officials initially
had not settled on a location for the facility.

Faced with the possibility of $54 million revenue loss in the county,
Tuscola County officials launched an informational and support cam-
paign for the new state hospital to be built on state land in Caro. Their
efforts were successful — the new 200-bed hospital will be constructed
outside of Caro on state-owned land at 2000 Chambers Rd. in Indian-
fields Township. The new facility is expected to create 100 new jobs.

Now, it’s a matter of waiting for a construction date.
“The start of construction has not been decided yet,” said Angela

Minicuci, a spokesperson for the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services in Lansing. “There is no time frame yet. The budget
was just recently approved.”

The new facility will replace the 104-year-old Caro Center hospital.
There are currently 18 buildings on the Caro Center’s grounds that are
not being used.
“There has not been a decision on what will be done with Caro Center

when the new hospital opens, or with the other unused buildings,” said
Minicuci. “I expect there to be a site tour done (in the coming months).”

Now that the location of the hospital has been determined, the State
Budget Office of the Michigan Department of Technology and Man-
agement will be handling the details, she explained.
“The design phase for the hospital is just beginning. It typically takes

about a year to complete to see shovels in the ground,” said Kirk Weiss,
the Michigan Department of Technology and Management spokesper-
son. “It is understood there is an urgent need for completion because of
the condition of the center.”
Keeping the hospital in Tuscola County is a boon for the Thumb area.
Data shows more than 80 percent of the center’s patients come from

bordering counties, and about a third of the facility’s employees live in
a Caro ZIP code, with more than 70 percent of workers living within
30 miles of the Caro Center.
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Commissioners presented Roedel
with a county resolution honoring
her service.

“Ms. Roedel has demonstrated
time and time again an unrelent-
ing drive to improve the care and
quality of life for facility residents
with noteworthy accomplish-
ments, including: renovation to
the main building, increasing pri-
vate rooms, adding a third story
addition with Alzheimer’s units,
purchase of a business annex
building and construction of two
10-bed small houses for client as-
sisted living arrangements,” the
resolution states.
“Margot has a proven leadership

style that has ‘raised the bar’ and
created a model program for suc-
cess and remarkable quality serv-
ice that will continue long after
her retirement. It was her leader-
ship and vision for improvement
that culminated in the Tuscola
County Medical Care community
becoming one of ‘America’s Top
Rated Nursing Homes’ as recog-
nized by U.S. News and World
Report; in addition to a 95 percent
favorable rating by residents, fam-
ilies and employees.”

In addition, Roedel was recog-
nized in 2012 by the American
College of Care Administrators as
the leader of one of the top 26
skilled nursing facilities in the
United States, and in 2016 Gover-
nor Snyder appointed her to the
Michigan Commission on Serv-
ices for the Aging.

Roedel and Kretzschmer have
worked side by side for several
years. Kretzschmer started out as
a staff member and advanced to
shift supervisor in 2006.

“It didn’t take long to see her
strong capabilities. Brenda was
promoted to director of nursing in
2008,” Roedel said.

After several years of working

Continued from page one.

Roedel passes medical care torch
together, Roedel decided in 2014
that Kretzschmer would be the
one to take over the administrator
position when she retired.

“There was a lot of formal edu-

cation that Brenda had to do —
one was the NHA (National
Healthcare Association) Boards to
pass in preparing for the position,”
Roedel noted.

Scam artists target customers

*Check caller ID – it should display the call as being from DTE En-
ergy.
*If you suspect the call may be fraudulent, hang up and call DTE En-

ergy toll-free at 1-800-477-04747. Talk to a customer service represen-
tative who can review your account to ascertain the status of the account
and if you, in fact, need to initiate a payment.
*If you are a victim of fraud, contact your local police agency.

Continued from page one.

Pastor invites community to

‘Jesus Before Baseball’ service

Players and their families will have an opportunity to participate in a
brief church service during this weekend’s Cass City Little League Fun
in the Thumb Baseball Tournament.
Organizers are planning the first-ever “Jesus Before Baseball” chapel

service for Sunday, July 30, at 8 a.m. at the Lions Pavilion, located
across from the track at Cass City Recreational Park.
The service will be a simple chapel meeting with a few songs of wor-

ship led by Nathan Fritz, a devotional thought from Pastor Brad Speirs,
and a time of communion for those wishing to participate. 
Jesus before baseball is being offered during the baseball tournament

as a way for parents and kids to still attend church despite the busy
weekend tournament schedule, according to Speirs. “As an added
bonus, all kids that attend will receive a free baseball card as well,” he
said.

More information is available by calling Speirs at (989) 550-3940.
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HILLS AND DALES General Hospital officials recently provided sports physicals to

nearly 70 Cass City student athletes and then donated the money earned for the serv-

ice back to the school district. Pictured above are (from left) Kimberly Knoll, family

nurse practitioners; Don Markel, Cass City Public Schools athletic director; Amanda

Bitzer, CMA; Tami Wahl, physician practice manager; Katie Elston, RMA; Danielle

Gucwa, CMA; Charity Caverly, family nurse practitioner; and Mary Krause, family

nurse practitioner.

Hospital and school
partnership benefits
local student athletes

Hills and Dales General Hospital and the Cass City School District
have partnered again for the benefit of local student athletes.
Hills and Dales offered sports physicals at their Family Healthcare of

Cass City Clinic and donated back all monies collected from the phys-
icals.  In all, the hospital staff welcomed 68 Cass City students for their
annual sports physicals.

The charge for each physical was $10. Hills and Dales General Hos-
pital officials wanted to donate the money collected back to the school
as a way to support its financial needs.
“We are invested in our community and have always had a wonderful

partnership with the school system,” commented hospital President and
CEO Jean Anthony. “Making a donation back to the athletic department
is just one small way we can continue to encourage healthy lifestyles
in our community.”

This is the seventh year Hills and Dales General Hospital has per-
formed the physicals and made a donation back to the school. Anthony
said the staff looks forward to assisting with this service again next year.

Hills and Dales Hospital
earns med accreditation

Hills and Dales General Hospital has earned accreditation from the
Pharmacy Compounding Accreditation Board (PCAB), a service of the
Accreditation Commission for Health Care (ACHC), for the services
of patient-specific sterile compounding.
The accreditation is awarded in recognition of the local hospital phar-

macy’s commitment to meeting and/or exceeding national quality stan-
dards, according to Danielle Blaine, Hills and Dales’ community
relations director.
“ Achieving accreditation is a process where healthcare organizations

demonstrate compliance with national standards. PCAB accreditation
reflects an organization’s dedication and commitment to meeting stan-
dards that facilitate a higher level of performance and patient care,”
Blaine explained.
“Hills and Dales General Hospital’s inpatient pharmacy is committed

to delivering the highest quality compounded medications to the pa-
tients that we serve,” said Tim Lowthian, director of pharmacy. “By
achieving PCAB Accreditation, our patients can be assured that our or-
ganization follows industry best practices and is in compliance with the
industry’s most stringent national standards.”

Compounding medications is an integral part of the practice of phar-
macy and the demand for these customized medications increases every
year. Compounded medications are prescriptions that are written by
physicians and other legally authorized prescribers and prepared for an
individual patient by a specially trained pharmacist.
In 2014, PCAB accreditation became a service of Accreditation Com-

mission for Health Care (ACHC), whereby ACHC administers the
PCAB accreditation program.

“I am incredibly proud of our inpatient pharmacy staff for receiving
this accreditation,” said Hills and Dales General Hospital President and
CEO Jean Anthony. “Earning these accreditations is not easy and our
staff continues to show their dedication to providing quality care to our
patients.
Anthony added, “ We have a truly great team here at Hills and Dales

and we know that our patients will receive the very best care.”
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Saturday July 29th  
South Field 9:00am   Caro vs Cass City 
North Field 9:30am   Mayville vs Richmond 
South Field 11:00am   North Branch vs Pigeon 
North Field 11:30am   Caro vs Mayville 
South Field 1:00pm     Cass City vs North Branch 
North Field 1:30pm   Richmond vs Pigeon 
 
Break 
 
South Field 3:30pm   Mayville vs North Branch 
North Field 4:00pm   Caro vs Richmond 
South Field 5:30pm   Cass City vs Pigeon 

 
Sunday July 30th  

 South Field 10:00am             Pigeon vs Caro 
 North Field 10:30am              North Branch vs Richmond 
 South Field Noon        Cass City vs Mayville 

North Field 12:30pm   Caro vs North Branch 
South Field 2:00pm   Pigeon vs Mayville   
North Field 2:30pm   Cass City vs Richmond 
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Saturday July 29th  
Field 7  9:00am  Cass City Maroon  vs  Mayville 
Field 7  10:45am  Cass City Maroon  vs  Richmond 
Field 7  12:30pm  Cass City White  vs  Mayville 
Field 7  2:15pm  Richmond  vs  Marlette 
Field 7  4:00pm  Cass City White  vs  Marlette 
 
Sunday July 30th 
Field 7  9:00am  Mayville  vs  Marlette 
Field 7  10:45am  Cass City White  vs  Richmond 
Field 7  12:30pm  Cass City Maroon  vs  Marlette 
Field 7  2:15pm  Richmond  vs  Mayville 
Field 7  4:00pm  Cass City White  vs  Cass City Maroon 
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Saturday July 29th 

Field 6   9:00am  Bad Axe vs Sandusky 
Field 6  10:45am  Cass City vs Caro 
Field 6  12:30pm  Marlette vs Sandusky 
Field 6  2:15pm  Caro vs Bad Axe 
Field 6  4:00pm  Cass City vs Marlette 
  
 
 
Sunday July 30th 

Field 6  9:00am  Caro vs Sandusky 
Field 6  10:45am  Bad Axe vs Marlette 
Field 6  12:30pm  Sandusky vs Cass City 
Field 6  2:15pm  Marlette vs Caro 
Field 6  4:00pm  Cass City vs Bad Axe 
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Bay County Blue

Sat    HS Field   9am 1

North Branch

Sat HS Field  11am 4
BYE

Caro

Caro

Sat HS Field  3pm 8
Cass City

Sat  Field 5  9am 2
 

Deckerville

Sat  Field 5  1 pm 5
Reese

     
Sat  Field 5  11am 3

Bay County Green

L1 L8

Sun Field 5  9am 10
Sat  HS Field  1pm 6
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Hills & Dales General 

Hospital is pleased to 

welcome

Dr. Steven 
Jensen,  
Board  
Certified 
Urologist. 

STARTING TUESDAY, JULY 25  
at Hills & Dales Urology Clinic   

Call 989-912-6150  
for your appointment today!

4675 Hill Street • Cass City
989.872.2121 • www.hdghmi.org

OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY  •  NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

THIS LARGE MOTH found a bit of relief from

the summer warmth by attaching itself to a trel-

lis at a Thumb area residence.  

Markel to be inducted

athlete as a youth, playing foot-
ball, wrestling and running track
and cross country during his four-
year high school career in Marine
City. He earned his high school’s
outstanding male athlete award
before collecting his diploma in
1973.

“I actually, from the get-go,
planned on going into teaching. I
just liked working with people,”
said Markel, 61, who majored in
history at Central. He minored in
physical education with an em-
phasis on coaching during his
years in Mount Pleasant. Markel
also wrestled for the Chippewas,
earning a varsity position in his
junior year.

After graduating in 1977, he
spent a couple of years working as
a long-term substitute teacher, in-
cluding one year at his alma
mater. He then taught for one year
in Freesoil, near Ludington. 

Markel accepted a math and so-
cial studies teaching position in
Cass City in the fall of 1980. His
37-year tenure here has since in-
cluded 29 years in the classroom,
teaching subjects ranging from
business math and history to
health and social studies. In 2006,
he was named an assistant princi-
pal and athletic director.
Along the way, Markel amassed

an impressive coaching resume
spanning 40 years, including 37
years coaching varsity sports in
Cass City. He led the Red Hawk
football team to a league title dur-
ing his nine years at the helm, and
also coached track for 10 years.
But Markel is best known for his

skills and mentoring ability as a
wrestling coach, a job he took
over from former Cass City ad-
ministrator and coach Russ Biefer
about 32 years ago.

Markel’s wrestling teams have
since captured 10 league champi-
onships, eight district crowns and
one regional title.
Along the way, Markel earned a

few spots in the local sports his-
tory books, including the distinc-
tion of being the longest-serving
coach in Cass City High School
history – 32 years as head
wrestling coach – a title previ-
ously owned by former girls’ soft-
ball Coach Dave Hoard, who
served in that role for 18 years.

Markel is also Cass City’s
longest-serving athletic director
(10 years).

The names and faces and titles
have changed over the years, but
Markel indicated his motivation
for returning every year in his role
as coach has not.

“The impact you have upon the
kids and seeing the kids grow,” he
said, adding he’s seen how a pas-
sion for athletics has probably
kept a number of student athletes
in school and focused on academ-
ics as well as their performance as
team members. “And then you
take a look around and you see the
success some of these kids have
had in their personal lives
(since)…”

Sure, athletics offer a fair share
of excitement and – hopefully –
glory, but Markel always makes a
point of emphasizing to his teams
that there’s a price tag for success
in the form of effort, dedication
and a willingness to sometimes
sacrifice for the good of the team.

Apart from those attributes, he
says, participation in sports builds

Continued from page one. character and teaches self-disci-
pline and teamwork.
But being an effective coach isn’t

just about attitude and effort.
“I think developing that personal

relationship with your athletes –
that’s the biggest challenge, and
that’s different with every kid.
Some kids, you can get in their
face, and they’ll respond to that,”
he added, noting other athletes re-
spond better to different ap-
proaches.
In either case, he said, the goal is

the same; to encourage the stu-
dents to believe in the coach and
in what he or she is trying to ac-
complish.
Coaching involves a fair amount

of behind-the-scenes interaction,
such as keeping tabs on students’
academic performance and touch-
ing base with them when grades
start to slip, according to Markel,
who pointed out high school
coaches are dealing with teenage
athletes who are still maturing
emotionally and sometimes need
a word of encouragement when
they’re struggling.

For Markel, the behind-the-
scenes tasks include plenty of re-
cruiting for a sport that isn’t as
high profile as football or basket-
ball. He also meticulously scripts
each practice in an effort to ac-
complish as much as possible.

It’s all in a day’s work for
Markel, who is quick to say his
wife, Stacee – a high school spe-
cial education teacher in Cass City
since 1992 – has always supported
his interest and work in student
athletics.

“As a coach, my goal is to pre-
pare my kids physically and men-
tally to the best of my ability,” he
said. “It’s just like anything else;
you have to have a passion for
what you’re doing. I’ve very
much enjoyed having that per-
sonal impact on the kids and (de-
veloping) those personal
connections.”

School board
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In other business during Mon-
day’s regular meeting, the school
board:
*Heard from Chief Financial Of-

ficer Allison Zimba, who reported
the district received five bids from
financial institutions interested in
providing the Cass City Schools
with a $1 million state aid antici-
pation loan.
The winning institution is Chem-

ical Bank, with an interest rate of
1.39 percent. Also submitting bids
were Mayville State Bank (1.45
percent), Thumb National Bank
(1.47 percent), Michigan Finance
Authority (1.475 percent) and In-
dependent Bank (1.65 percent).
*Accepted “with regret” the res-

ignation of part-time Tuscola In-
termediate School District
Transitions Program special edu-
cation teacher Sherry Distelrath.
School Supt. Jeff Hartel noted
school officials have posted the
open position.

*Acknowledged a letter of
thanks from Rawson Memorial
District Library, which expressed
appreciation for the district’s sup-
port of the library’s Truckin’ Tues-
day event by providing a school
bus for display. Driver Rita Hanby
also participated.
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News briefs

Local man suffers injuries
CASS CITY – The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department responded to
an injury accident early Sunday evening just south of Cass City.
Sgt. Josh Herman was dispatched to River Road near Cemetery Road,

where he found that a 24-year-old Cass City man had been westbound
on River Road. Due to high winds and rain, a tree fell into the roadway
and the victim’s quadrunner struck the tree, according to reports.

The driver, who was not identified, was taken by personal vehicle to
Hills and Dales General Hospital for treatment of his injuries.

Teen held in assault hoax
TUSCOLA COUNTY – Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies said a 16-
year-old female walked into the sheriff’s department Friday and re-
ported that she had just been abducted and sexually assaulted. However,
the story landed her in hot water after investigators determined she had
made it up.
“She described that a man with gray hair and driving a black van had

forced her into his vehicle and, after assaulting her, he dropped her off
in the area of Deckerville and Graf roads in Almer Township,” Sheriff
Glen Skrent reported on the department’s Facebook page. 
“Detectives Jones and Hook exhausted numerous amounts of time and

resources and found the claim to be made up,” he added. “The 16-year-
old is charged with filing a false report and is currently being held at
the Bay County Detention Facility.

Camp 911 set Aug. 3 and 4
CARO — The annual Caro Area 911 camp is slated for Thursday and
Friday, Aug. 3 and 4, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Highland Pines School,
1381 Cleaver Rd., Caro.
Camp 911, sponsored by Mobile Medical Response (MMR), is a free

two-day camp for youths ages five to 10 years of age. MMR EMTs and
paramedics serve as counselors to guide participants through a variety
of interactive experiences with ambulances, fire trucks and police ve-
hicles, as well as CPR, safety skills for skateboarding, water safety and
more.
During the event, bike helmets will be available for $8. On the second

day, participants are asked to bring a swim suit and towel for a free
swim.

Registration forms are available on the Tuscola County Sheriff De-
partment’s website. They are to be returned to Brian Mattheis, 1162 W.
Caro Rd., Caro, MI 48723. For more information, call (989) 399-3662.

Road work started on M-53
LAPEER COUNTY – Thumb area motorists who utilize M-53 to travel
south should be aware that road work has begun on the highway in
Lapeer County.
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is investing $1.9

million to resurface M-53 from the Macomb-Lapeer county line to I-
69. The 7.6 miles of construction will include shoulder, ramp, gutter,
sidewalk, and drainage repairs.
The project is scheduled to be completed Sept. 30.

Canfield appointed to panel
MICHIGAN — State Rep. Edward J. Canfield, D.O. (R-Sebewaing)  is
one of 14 officials to be appointed to the bipartisan House Community,
Access, Resources, Education and Safety (C.A.R.E.S.) task force to ex-
plore ways to allow Michigan residents facing mental health challenges
to live healthier and more independent lives.
The task force aims to provide consistent mental health services across

the state, better support for veterans, additional attention to substance
abuse, improve our mental health courts and enhance training for law
enforcement.

“I am honored to be chosen to serve on this panel,” said Canfield, of
Sebewaing. “Mental health is one of the priorities outlined in our action
plan released earlier this year. I look forward to tackling this issue with
a bipartisan effort.”
The task force during July and August to receive input from individuals

and professionals from around the state. The panel will also tour facil-
ities to gain a better understanding of programs available and brainstorm
ideas to address the current issues.

“I am glad to see the (state’s new) psychiatric hospital – Caro Center
– will stay in Caro,” Canfield said. “However, this highlights the need
for additional psychiatric services in our state, especially in northern
Michigan. I hope this task force will look at all options to expand or
open new psychiatric hospitals in our underserved areas.”
in Cass City.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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Big changes in store for local
Relay for Life event this year

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Some big changes are in store for
this year’s American Cancer Soci-
ety Relay for Life event in Tuscola
County.
The 2017 Relay for Life has been

moved to a new location – from
the Tuscola County Fairgrounds
to Caro High School – and the
length of the event has been short-
ened, according to Corrine Bach,
a member of the Tuscola County
Relay for Life Marketing and
Publicity Committee.

The Relay For Life has been
scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 19,
from 10 a.m. to midnight at the
Caro High School track, 301 N
Hooper St.
Area residents are invited to join

volunteers and participants as they
celebrate cancer survivors, re-
member those lost to the disease,
and take action to save more lives
from cancer.

The opening ceremony, which
includes a special “Survivors
Lap”, will begin at 10 a.m., ac-
cording to Bach, who said the
closing ceremony will be at 11:30
p.m.

“There are many things to do at
Relay, including a live auction,
entertainment, games, and items

for sale,” she said.
“The 2017 Relay For Life of

Tuscola County marks 17 years
that thousands of residents from
Tuscola County and around the
Thumb have gathered to raise
money and awareness for cancer,”
Bach noted.

“In recent years, the Relay in
Tuscola County has had a decline
in participation, and we as a com-
mittee and team leaders felt like
the (event) needed a change. We
really didn’t know what that
change would be until we started
brainstorming about where we
wanted to see the Relay in five
years,” Bach said.

“The committee voted to make
those changes official in January
and are excited to announce that
the 2017 Relay will be held at the
Caro High School track. The other
major change for 2017 is the
Relay will no longer be a 24-hour
event, but instead only 14 hours.

“Our hope is that with a shorter
event more teams and people will
commit to being at the big event
in August,” she continued. “Many
people were scared off by the
thought of pulling an all-nighter.
We hope this will increase the par-
ticipation.”

“We have a lot of great things
going on this year,” Bach said.

“Like always we will honor our
survivors, remember those that
have lost their battle, and continue
to fight for a better tomorrow. The
2017 theme is ‘Wish Upon a
Cure… Because There Is No
Place Like Hope’. Teams are al-
ready coming up with some great
ideas for decorating their camp-
sites, but only one will take home
the Best Campsite Award.”

There will also be a chair deco-
rating contest where teams deco-
rate a designated chair for
survivors to enjoy during the
relay.
The day’s schedule of events in-

clude a “Fight Back Ceremony” at
5 p.m., survivor ceremony at 7
p.m., luminary ceremony at 9
p.m., and closing ceremony at
11:30 .pm.  A live auction will
start at 2 p.m. and end when the
last item is auctioned.

On site fundraisers such as bake
sales, craft items, food, games and
more will take place throughout
the entire event.

More information is available by
contacting Chris Vroman at (810)
358-5701.
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar 

Seasonal Employee Team 
and earn extra money this fall. 

 
Applications are available NOW 

 
 Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing and 

Croswell factories 
 

In Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell, 
applications may be picked up at 

the Agriculture Offices 
 

For more information 
about  how to apply, please call 

1-877-41-SUGAR. 
 

Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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