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TRUE TO THE saying, “April showers bring May flowers”, Mother

Nature’s floral splendor can be seen throughout the Thumb, including

these bleeding hearts near Cass City. The weather pattern has re-

mained cool and rainy, giving residents few peeks at the sun, but fore-

casters are predicting a gradual warm-up with (hopefully) an increase

in sunny skies.

TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s Department Sgt. Mike Mattlin grilled

dozens of hot dogs in conjunction with last week’s fundraiser organized

to help the department buy a drone. He was helped by Cheryl Mattlin

(center) while Gary Dunham, at right, helped eat them. (Mary Drier

photo)

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

There’s good news for area residents anxiously awaiting the opening
of a grocery store in Cass City later this year: fresh produce, homemade
baked goods and other locally-grown and made products will be avail-
able for purchase in town starting this month.
Thumb Market Center officials recently announced the planned open-

ing of the Cass City Farmers Market Friday, May 19, from 1 to 6 p.m.
in the former Campbell Elementary School, 6627 Rose Street.
The operation – believed to be the first indoor farmers market in Tus-

cola County – is sharing former classroom space as well as hosting ven-
dors in an adjacent parking lot through a partnership with the Thumb
Area Psychological Services, which owns the building and land.
Although initially open only on Fridays, the market will be a seasonal

as well as year-round venture, according to Vicky Sherry, who serves
as Tuscola County Economic Development (EDC) communications di-
rector as well as president of the Thumb Market Center, which is spon-
soring the local farmers market under the umbrella of the Greater
Thumb Agri-Business Corporation.
Sherry explained that the Thumb Market Center is a non-profit organ-

ization formed to promote economic development in agriculture, with
a focus on smaller-scale producers.

Sherry said Thumb Market Center officials have been discussing a
shared space arrangement with the owners of Thumb Area Psychology
Services for the past several months. “They’re extremely community-
minded, and we think this is one of the best efforts to help the commu-
nity,” she said.
“I’m thrilled that it came to be,” added Sherry, who called the former

school building “a little jewel in Cass City. We (previously looked at
other) locations and it just didn’t click.”

First indoor farm
market in county
to open in village

Cops grilling dogs for good cause

Defendant in rape
hoax faces jail time

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Caro woman charged with fab-
ricated claims that she was ab-
ducted and raped in Tuscola
County’s Wells Township last fall
was ordered to serve one year in
jail during her sentencing last
week in Tuscola County Circuit
Court.
Valerie M. Lesoski, 38, was also

placed on three years of probation
and ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,826 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

Lesoski previously entered the
pleas of no contest to two counts
of falsely reporting a felony. She

was originally charged with four
counts involving the alleged
crimes of kidnapping, first degree
criminal sexual conduct, second
degree criminal sexual conduct
and unlawful imprisonment.
Falsely reporting a felony carries

a maximum penalty of up to four
years in prison and/or a maximum
of fine of $2,000. However, a plea
agreement provided that Lesoski
would not be sentenced to more
than one year in jail, although she
will be required to make restitu-
tion in the case. The specific
amount has not yet been deter-
mined.

The charges are the result of a
Michigan State Police investiga-
tion that began in late October,
when Lesoski reported she was
abducted and sexually assaulted in
the area of Riley Road, between
Pierce and East Dayton roads.
Days later, Tuscola County Pros-

ecutor Mark E. Reene and Michi-
gan State Police, Caro post,
Commander First Lt. Todd Mapes
issued a joint news release saying
the alleged incident had been fab-
ricated.

“(Lesoski) indicated she had
stopped to assist a stranded mo-
torist and was forced into a vehi-
cle.  She further stated she was
driven to an unknown location
and sexually assaulted,” Reene
stated.  “It should be noted physi-
cal injuries were observed.

“Since the date of the initial re-
port this matter…remained a top
priority for the Michigan State Po-
lice,” the prosecutor added.
“Countless hours and resources
(were) expended to investigate all
information that became avail-
able.  Multiple units within the de-
partment became involved with
both obtaining and analyzing evi-
dence.”
Reene declined to be specific re-

garding details of the case, but in-
dicated Lesoski was looking for
an excuse to avoid some sort of
obligation when she told police
she had been attacked.  Michigan

Please turn to page 6.

Fundraiser for sheriff’s department drone purchase

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Doing some grilling helped the
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment work towards doing an even
better job of protecting and serv-
ing – and investigating.

The sheriff’s department is con-
ducting some fundraisers in an ef-
fort to purchase a drone to help

with investigations and other re-
lated police work, but a quality
drone isn’t a toy and it isn’t cheap.
“A good one with extra batteries

and the features we want is about
$3,000,” said Undersheriff Robert
Baxter.

So far, about half of the cost has
been raised, and most of the
money raised to-date has come
from hotdog sales.

Northstar Bank has been helping
the sheriff’s department raise
money. The bank is selling candy
bars, and last week the bank in-
vited the sheriff’s department set
up a grill in its parking lot to sell
hot dogs, chips and a drink for a
donation.

“The hotdog sale raised about
$1,247 and the candy sale a cou-

Please turn to page 6.

Reene joins gathering to promote 
awareness of ‘anti-smurfing’ law

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Veteran Tuscola County Prosecu-
tor Mark E. Reene joined Michi-
gan Attorney General Bill
Schuette, State Senator John
Proos and others Thursday in
Lansing to launch Michigan’s new
“anti-smurfing” campaign.
Representatives of the Michigan

Retailers Association, Michigan
Pharmacists Association and Con-
sumer Healthcare Products Asso-

ciation (CHPA) were also on hand
to tout the campaign, which aims
to increase public awareness
about the criminal enterprise
known as “smurfing” – the prac-
tice of purchasing cold and allergy
medicines containing pseu-
doephedrine (PSE), such as Clar-
itin-D and Sudafed, on behalf of

criminals who then attempt to use
these products to manufacture
methamphetamine.

The anti-smurfing campaign is
an educational effort aimed at
bringing awareness to consumers
about the illicit nature of smurfing
and the resulting societal prob-

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 6.

Local students

take part in bike

to school event

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Dozens of Cass City Elementary
School students were scheduled to
start their day off on bicycles
today (Wednesday) for a fun event
that also promotes physical activ-
ity among the community’s
youngest citizens.
The Cass City Schools is among

a handful of districts in this area
that participate in the annual Bike
to School Day, according to
teacher Rebecca Walker, who
noted thousands of students take
part in the activity across the
country.

Walker said Cass City students
were scheduled to meet at the high
school bus corral at 7 a.m. this
morning to leave on a route that
began in the parking lot and con-
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Owen-Gage names students of the month
The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-

dents of the month for April is
being a “Goal Setter”.  A student

who is a goal setter sets goals and
priorities in the following areas:
personal, career awareness, finan-
cial and family living.  

The following students have
been chosen: McKenzie Baker,
third grade (elementary level),
daughter of Aaron and Kristie
Baker; Emily Schultz, sixth grade
(junior high level), daughter of
Christy Schultz; Jade Androl,
tenth grade (high school level),
daughter of Eric and Samantha
Hunt; and Dylan McFadden,
twelfth grade (senior student), son
of Amanda Urban and Rodney
McFadden, II.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Dylan McFadden (1998-2017).
Dylan was a class representative
for snowball court his sophomore
and junior years.  He also was a

king candidate for both homecom-
ing and snowball his senior year.
Dylan served as his senior class
student council representative.  

Dylan attended the Huron Area
Technical Center for two years,
enrolled in the Professions in Ed-
ucation program his junior year
and the Information Management
Systems program this year.  He
was a member of the prom com-
mittee as a junior.  Dylan assisted
with the “Teens for Jeans” cam-
paign sponsored by DoSome-
thing.org last year.  He
volunteered as a worker for his
class concessions and at Lions
Club breakfasts.

Dylan plans to take classes
through Mid-Michigan Commu-
nity College and then Saginaw
Valley State University for social
work.  McKenzie Baker

Emily Schultz Jade Androl Dylan McFadden

Kingston High School officials
recently announced the 3rd Mark-
ing Period Honor Roll. 

7th Grade

Emily Bicego, Brandon Bom-
bard, Madison Coyer, Ethan
Cumper, William Cumper *,
Collen Dibble, Gaven Dibble *,
John Egan, Carter Geister *,
Zachary Hayost, Isabel Hurd,
Summer Jenkins, Alex Kotsch,
Landen Noakes, Owen Phillips,
Jacob Rayl *, Nicholas St. George
*, Jayden Stark, Shayleigh Torrey,
Ethan Ulewicz * and Brooklyn
Walker *.

8th Grade

Don Anger, Thomas Barrett, An-
drew Bitterle, Hailey Bitterle,
Kyleigh Clapsaddle, Kaylee Cook
*, Jason Dibble, Kealsie Dins-
more, Katelyn DuRussell, Lucas
Fetting, Colten Gildner *, Morgan
Green *, Rayann Harp, Kayla
Hobson *, Hannah James *, Paige
Klupp *, Ronnie Lemke, Joslyn
Lupa *, Michael McNeil, Dustin
Peter *, Ella Retan *, Alexandra

Sherman , Chelsea Smith, Jessica
Stoll, Makayla Thompson *,
Olivia Ulewicz *, Lynneah Van-
Horn, Trayton Wenzlaff *, Madi-
son Wieland and Samantha Wood
*.

9th Grade

Anna Ahern, Elissa Bicego,
Danielle Crisman, Randy
Crisman, Jake DeLong, Robin Ed-
wards *, Samuel Gaiser, Collin
Geister *, Caleb Goss, Johnathan
Green *, Aaron Koehler, Payton
Kolacz, Anastasia Krych, Jalen
Little Thunder, Shelby May, Ryan
McGarvie, Braden Mosher, Wren
Murdoch, Isaac Muxlow *, Evan
Neff, Lohr Smith, Millan Smith,
Joseph Snover * and Bryan
Wright. 

10th Grade

Maisey Bigelow, Gerilyn Carpen-
ter, Nathan Cloyd, Brian Coltson,
Levi Cryderman *, Mason De-
Blois, Kendra DeLong, Jillyann
Dinsmore *, Dakota Distelrath,
Kerra Elling, Tyler Hayost, Con-
nor Henry, Hunter James, Lily

Lyons, Camryn MacGuire *, Han-
nah McSkulin, Lacie Peters, Car-
ley Smith, Morgan Tallieu *,
Gunnar Thompson, Lane Torrey,
Amira Varvel and Emily Warring-
ton *.

11th Grade

Mariah Andrews, Alexis Board
*, Dezerick Carter, Lauryn
Cumper, Grace Dinsmore, Christa
Ewald, Kaisa Giddings, Garrett
Green *, Riley Kinel *, Hailey
Kowalski, Juliana Krych *, Court-
ney Mallory, Samantha Moore ,
Madisyn Pennington, Haley
Pohlod *, Josselyn Rushlow,
Daniel Schwarck *, Caitlyn Sher-
man *, Jada Shiel, Quinlan West-
ern, Alayna Williams and Cassidy
Zyrowski. 

12th Grade

Savannah Anger, Allison Bund-
schuh *, Chelsey Clapsaddle, Al-
lison DeLong, Jade DeLong,
Gretchyn Goodman, Cheyenne
Gottler *, Victoria Hale, Grant
Koehler, Stephen Krych, Jade
Masker, Morgan Miller, Aracelli
Peter *, Samantha Pritchard , Eliz-
abeth Scott, Nathan Scott, Nicole
Sholes, Cira Skinner, Vivian
Smedeman, Chelsey Stevens and
Autum Taylor *.
Denotes all A’s

Officials at Kingston Schools annouce honor students

Senior Movies
set next week
at the library

Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in Cass City will be hosting
its next Senior Citizen Movies Fri-
day, May 19, starting at 1:30 p.m.

The film slated to be shown is
“Harry and Snowman” – Dutch
immigrant Harry deLeyer jour-
neyed to the United States after
World War II and developed a
transformative relationship with a
broken down plow horse he res-
cued off a truck bound for the glue
factory. Harry paid eighty dollars
for the horse and named him
Snowman. In less than two years,
Harry and Snowman went on to
win the triple crown of show
jumping, beating the nation’s blue
bloods.
Their chance meeting at a Penn-

sylvania horse auction saved them
both and crafted a friendship that
lasted a lifetime. Eighty-six-year-
old Harry tells their Cinderella
love story firsthand in this heart-
warming movie (82 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE THREECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2017

Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Still older than Godzilla

I’m older than Godzilla, but it’s back to Internet
research.
Among the notable comic routines of Bud Abbot

and Lou Costello was one in which somehow
through their calculations a girl who was much
younger ended up being too old for them within a
few years.

I need to find out how they calculated that so I
can be younger than Godzilla.
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Tick season is here;
protect yourselves
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Serv-

ices (MDHHS) is encouraging Michigan residents to
protect themselves from ticks as warm weather ap-
proaches.  Tick-borne diseases, and particularly Lyme
disease, are expanding across the state. 

Although ticks can cause multiple illnesses, Lyme dis-
ease is the most commonly reported tick-borne disease
in Michigan.  Lyme disease is caused by the bacterium
Borrelia burgdorferi and is transmitted by the black-
legged/deer tick.
The blacklegged tick is well-established in Michigan’s

western Upper and Lower Peninsulas.  However, the
ticks are expanding into new areas across the Lower
Peninsula.  In 2016, there were 221 human cases of
Lyme disease reported, and roughly two out of three
cases reported exposure in Michigan.
There were fewer than 30 human cases of Lyme disease

reported in Michigan in any year between 2000 and
2004. By 2009, the number had jumped to 90 reported
cases. By 2013, it was 166 cases.
That number could be very low. According to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the
number of Lyme disease cases nationwide could be 10
times higher than what’s actually being reported. Be-
cause of Lyme disease’s relative newness in Michigan,
and because its early symptoms often mimic what feels
like the flu, infected people — and even their doctors —
often don’t test for it.

“With the expansion of blacklegged ticks into new
areas in Michigan, the most important way to protect
against Lyme disease is to prevent tick bites,” said Dr.
Eden Wells, chief medical executive of the MDHHS.  “If
you find a tick attached to your body, promptly remove
it.  Monitor your health and if you experience fever, rash,
muscle or joint aches, or other symptoms, consult with
your medical provider.”

People can protect themselves against Lyme disease
and other tick-borne diseases by using the following tips
to prevent tick bites:

*Avoiding tick-infested areas. Walk in the center of
trails to avoid contact with overgrown grass, brush, and
leaf litter at trail edges.

*Protect your pets too. Dogs and cats can come into
contact with ticks outdoors and bring them into the
home, so using tick prevention products on pets is also
recommended.

*Using insect repellent.  Apply repellent containing
DEET (20-30 percent) or Picaridin on exposed skin.
Treat clothes (especially pants, socks, and shoes) with
permethrin, which kills ticks on contact or buy clothes
that are pre-treated. Do not use permethrin directly on
skin.

*Performing daily tick checks. Always check for ticks
on yourself and your animals after being outdoors, even
in your own yard. Inspect all body surfaces carefully,
and remove attached ticks with tweezers. How to remove
a tick: Grasp the tick firmly and as closely to the skin as
possible. With a steady motion, pull the tick’s body away
from the skin.  Cleanse the area with an antiseptic.
*Bathe or shower as soon as possible after coming in-

doors (preferably within two hours) to wash off and
more easily find ticks that are crawling on you.

*Washing clothing in hot water, and drying on high
heat will kill ticks in clothing, and help to prevent ticks
from coming indoors.

(USPS 092-00)

My birthday was May 1. I’m not going to incrim-
inate myself and say how many birthdays I’ve cel-
ebrated, but there have been more than a few and
I’ll let it go at that.

When my birthday rolls around, I think of
Godzilla and back when my children were kids.
Being semi-retired now, I have plenty of time to
play on the Internet and do research. So, after
checking facts while waiting for April the giraffe
to give birth, I decided to utilize my keyboard
skills to learn more about Godzilla.

Godzilla starred in 29 films... and counting. He
even has his own star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame.

I always thought Godzilla’s birthday was in the
latter part of April. According to the Internet, he
doesn’t have a set birthday. Because the original
Godzilla movie was released Nov. 3, 1954, some
fans consider that as his birthday (I’ll stick to my
opinion - as the Zodiac sign of Taurus says, “We’re
stubborn like that”).

Anyway, my research showed: with the nuclear
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki still fresh in
the Japanese minds, Godzilla was conceived as a
metaphor for nuclear weapons… the unintended
mutant side effect of atomic weapons. He is the
embodiment of “a lesson to us all” of the conse-
quences of nuclear war.
I have always been fascinated with Godzilla and

his movies, and my children apparently inherited
my love for the big, green, scaly lizard. As each of
my birthdays roll around, I think of the “Godzilla
1985” movie and remember my boys as children.

There must have been something on television
that made me and the boys think Godzilla’s birth-
day was in April. Jason was five years old back
then and Chuck was nine. Both boys enjoyed
drawing, so when they were huddled in their room
with markers, paper and scissors, I thought they
were making a birthday card for me.
They asked me how to spell birthday for them. I

was puzzled when they asked me to also spell
Tokyo as well as Japan. And I was baffled when
they asked me to spell Godzilla, and for a postage
stamp instead of just handing the card to me, but I
thought kids will be kids.
My birthday came and went without a homemade

card from them and not a “happy birthday, mom.”
I must say I was somewhat hurt, but just figured
out the card wasn’t to their satisfaction so they did-
n’t give it to me.
Several days after my birthday there was a glued

together envelope inside the mailbox. The address
written in crayon said: to Mr. Godzilla, 1985,
Tokyo, Japan. Inside was a birthday card my boys
made for Godzilla.

Because both of my sons are Godzilla fans, they
wanted to send him a birthday card. My heart
melted, and I joked with them how they loved
Godzilla more than me. I told them that I had
thought they were making me a birthday card.

I told them my birthday date and year. Chuck’s
eyes got really big as he counted my age on his fin-
gers. He blurted out, “You are older than
Godzilla!” He realized the statement could be an
insult, he backpedaled by saying, “We love you
like Godzilla.” That is still my family’s pet saying
after all these years, and a fond memory.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Editor,

Just a quick reminder that members of Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 3644, Cass City, will be
taking to the street on Thursday, May 11, and Fri-
day, May 12, for their annual poppy campaign.
Please give with confidence in knowing that all do-

nations go directly to our veterans relief fund and
remain in the Cass City community.

When you see us out there, gives us a friendly
smile or a tip of the cap and let us know you appre-
ciate the freedom we all enjoy today.
And thank you for all the support you give us!

Joe Merchant, commander
VFW Post 3644, Cass CIty

Poppy campaign on tap
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Tuscola, Huron & 
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In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final ed-
itorial judgement lies with the Chronicle management
and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is Mon-
day, noon and deadline for display advertising is Fri-
day, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for
verification, but won’t be used in the newspaper.
Names will be withheld from publication upon re-
quest, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific na-
ture, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is
a $5 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $4
fee to include a photo.

Ever wonder if that speed trailer you occasionally
see on the side of a roadway is keeping track of the
number of vehicles that pass by — and their speed?

It is, according to Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent, who last week reported on the stats from a
speed trailer parked near the corner of Bevens and
Underwood roads in Wells Township from April 26
through May 3.
The speed trailer, which features a lit sign display-

ing just how fast each vehicle is traveling as it ap-
proaches, recorded a total of 412 vehicles, according
to the sheriff, who said the average number of speed
violations per day was 135. The maximum speed
recorded was 85 miles per hour, with an average
speed of 49 miles per hour.
Skrent rated the sign’s effectiveness at 75 percent.

**********

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)-
sponsored Drug Take Back Day effort has resulted
in 52 pounds of old and/or unused prescription pills
being collected in Sanilac County to-date, according
to Sanilac County Drug Task Force Director Jim
Johnson.

“The Saturday drop-off at the sheriff’s lobby gen-
erated 25 pounds of pills,” Johnson noted, adding,
“During the first months of 2017, another 27 pounds
was collected by the Sanilac Drug Task Force or
dropped off at the Sanilac County Sheriff’s lobby
collection box.
“The drug task force reminds everyone that we will

continue to pick up unused, expired medications
year-round by calling (810) 648-4580, or they may
be dropped off at the corrections lobby area of the
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office, located at 65 N. Elk
St. Sandusky,” Johnson said.

“Your efforts to help remove these medications
from those they were not intended for, and keeping
the chemicals out of our water/eco systems is very
much appreciated.”

**********  

Lions Club member Kelly Smith says the local civic
club would like to thank Cass City, and everyone that
donated, for their support this past weekend during
their annual White Cane fundraiser. Over $1,500 was
collected to aid the blind during two days of giving
at the Cass City stoplight.  
The white cane is the international symbol of inde-

pendence, mobility and safety for people who are
blind or visually impaired.

**********

The Arbor Day Foundation is offering a handy tree-
care booklet designed to help people plant and care
for trees.

Anyone can receive Conservation Trees, a user-
friendly booklet featuring illustrations, colorful pho-
tos, and easily understood descriptions, by making a
$3 donation to the Foundation this month.

“Conservation Trees is an ideal resource for tree
planters,” said Matt Harris, chief executive of the
Arbor Day Foundation. “Taking care of existing trees
is just as critical as planting new ones, and proper
care ensures communities are able to fully enjoy the
diverse benefits of urban forestry.”
The booklet provides details about the right way to

plant and prune trees. It also includes tips on using
shade trees and windbreaks to save on energy costs,
attract songbirds, and create a living snow fence.

To receive the Conservation Trees booklet, send a
$3 check along with your name and address to Con-
servation Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor
Ave., Nebraska City, NE 68410
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Tyler J. Clapper, 22, Caro, was
sentenced to six months to 10
years in prison following his plea
of guilty to violating the Sex Of-
fenders Registration Act by failing
to change his address between
March 28 and June 5 in Caro.
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $258.
*Derrick L. Griffith, 32, Snover,

pleaded guilty to charges of do-
mestic violence and assaulting, re-
sisting or obstructing a police
officer Feb. 19 in Dayton Town-
ship.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was

continued at $10,000. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Shawn M. Hurley, 40, Akron,
pleaded contest to one count of
criminal sexual conduct, second
degree, Dec. 25 in Wells Town-
ship.
A pe-sentence investigation was

and bond was continued at
$10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Rebecca E. Harding, 44, Sagi-
naw, pleaded no contest to operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor, third of-
fense, and assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer Sept.
12 in Vassar Township. She was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued

at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Martin A. Perlaki, 64, Cass
City, pleaded guilty to violating
the Sex Offenders Registration
Act by failing to register in Janu-
ary 2017 in Ellington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$5,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Nicholas A. Herman, 33, Caro,
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $1,258 following his plea
of no contest to a charge of do-
mestic violence, third offense,
July 17 in Indianfields Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).
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����		�� Tuscola County, local communities
showcased in new video production

By Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Tuscola County has a lot to offer,
and a newly-created video will
showcase that.

CGI Communications was hired
to produce a video promoting the
county. Local officials started
working with the videographer to
put together promotional seg-
ments featuring not only the
county as a whole, but also its
communities and businesses.

Tuscola County Board Chair
Thom Bardwell, Cass City, is
filmed in front of the courthouse
as he starts the narration and talks
about the county’s many positives.
“The video was designed to help

communities strengthen commu-
nications in showcasing economic
development, tourism, education,
quality of life, public services and

more,” explained Tuscola County
Controller Mike Hoagland.
The video focuses on specific as-

pects each community has to
offer.

In the village of Cass City, for
example, the video showcases its
park system and health care serv-
ices. The film features park
amenities, Hills and Dales Gen-
eral Hospital, the senior living
complex Northwood Meadows,
the Cass Theater, Baker College
and the wooden bridge over the
Cass City River.

The video also includes a seg-
ment on the Thumb Octagon Barn
near Gagetown, various busi-
nesses in different communities,
agriculture, wildlife, and the
30,000 acres of state land through-
out the county.

The video is broken-down into
segments: education, economic

development and agriculture,
parks and recreation, and tourism
and culture.
According to Bardwell, technol-

ogy has changed the way busi-
nesses promote themselves.

“Internet access and video dra-
matically improves visibility to a
wide audience,” he said.

The county’s video can be
streamed on a variety of devices.

There was no cost to the county
for the project. CGI generated
funds for production costs by ask-
ing businesses to advertise next to
the video.
“The company has done 4,000 to

5,000 such videos for counties,
villages, organizations, and busi-
nesses,” said Hoagland.

To see the video, visit the
county’s website at www.tuscola-
county.org and click on frequently
viewed.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Of the big move and
childhood memories

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Members of the Deford Dazzlers
4-H Club pose after finishing 10th
in the national finals of the Team
America Rocketry Challenge in
The Plains, Va., earlier this month.
Team members are Catherine
Gordon, Chrysler Parrish, Dustyn
Parrish, Peter Hansen, William
Webster and Christopher Hansen,
Trip Barber, president of the Na-
tional Association of Model Rock-
etry; Anne Ward, Aerospace
Industries Association’s event co-
ordinator, and industry leaders.

Aaron (formerly of Cass City)
and Ericha Diegel, of Clare, an-
nounce the birth of their daughter,
Ella Grace Diegel. Ella was born
at 10:19 a.m., May 14, 2012 in
Alma. She weighed 6 pounds, 13
ounces and was 19 ¼ inches long.
Her grandparents are Michael and
Christine Diegel of Cass City.

Gagetown area resident Dave
Karpovich was recently named
this year’s recipient of the “Out-
standing Chemistry Teacher
Award” by the Midland Section of
the American Chemistry Society.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Robert and Joyce (Helwig)
McArthur of Cass City celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary
Saturday, April 21. An open house
was held at the First Baptist
Church with 1 10 family members
and friends in attendance. It was
followed by a family dinner at the
Brentwood in Caro. The couple
was married April 20, 1957 at the
First Baptist Church by the Rev.
R.G Weckle. They have 3 chil-
dren: Kathy (Wayne) Wood of San
Jose, Calif., Doug (Brenda)
McArthur of Cass City, and Dave
(Angie) McArthur of Snover.
They also have 8 grandchildren, 2
step-grandchildren, and 4 great-
grandchildren. Two grandchildren
and one great-grandchild are de-
ceased.
Ralph and Patricia Zinnecker an-

nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Karla Zinnecker, to
Justin Robinson, son of William
and JoAnn Robinson of South
Lyon, and Cher and Salvatore
LoPiccolo of Northville. Karla is
currently employed with the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Justin is cur-
rently employed as a networking
engineer in Southfield. The couple
resides in Salem and is planning
an Aug. 11, 2007 wedding.
Owen-Gage School officials last

week announced the district’s top
graduates in the Class of 2007.
They are Amber A. Pillsbury,
valedictorian with a grade point
average of 3.9392, and Mindy M.
Errer, salutatorian with a grade
point average of 3.9353.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

Eleven Tuscola Area Skill Center
students qualified and attended the
Business Professionals of Amer-
ica National Competition held
April 29-May 3, in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Amy Ross, daughter of Pam
Adelberg of Cass City, received
honors in the competition. Ross
received a third place in adminis-
trative specialist. Approximately
3,000 secondary students from
throughout the United States par-
ticipated in the 26th anniversary
national leadership conference.
Activities included general ses-
sions with keynote speakers, busi-
ness meetings, leadership
workshops, occupational and spe-
cialized competitive events, elec-
tion of national officers and tours
of Cincinnati sites.

Airman Barry C. Patterson has
graduated basic training from Air
Force basic training at Lackland
Air Force Base, Texas. During the
4 weeks of training, the airman
studied Air Force mission, organ-
ization and customs and received
special training in human rela-
tions. In addition, airmen who
complete basic training earn cred-
its toward an associate’s degree
through the Community College
of the Air Force. Patterson is the
son of Neil and Connie Patterson
of Harper Woods. His wife, Julie,
is the daughter of James and
Joann Smithson of Cass City. The
airman is a 1986 graduate of
Grosse Pointe North High School
and a 1991 graduate of Central
Michigan University, Mount
Pleasant.

Mark D. Schwartz, son of Don-
ald and Marjorie Schwartz of

“Tom has added a lot to our classroom this year. He has a bubbling
personality. Tom has been reading much more fluently and seems to at-
tack new words much better. Number concepts don’t seem to bother him.
Tom has had some difficulty with his writing. His coordination seems
to have developed, but Tom often rushes through his work so rapidly
that it is often carelessly done.”

—Mrs Geukes, first grade teacher, West Elementary School, Thor-
napple Kellogg School, Middleville., Mich.

I found the yellowed, typewritten progress report among a mountain
of other keepsakes from my school days. There are dozens of report
cards, examples of homework, old newspaper photos of the Little
League baseball and pee wee football teams I played on in my youth,
etc.
I say “keepsakes” because my mom considered just about everything

a keepsake from what I can gather, looking at the thick, tattered School
Years book she meticulously filled as I grew.

Hanging on to those memories was a lot of work back in the day (I
entered kindergarten in 1967-68), considering there were no computers
or cell phone cameras – no digital anything. As I recall, the luxury of
electric typewriters – not to mention color TV and more than three chan-
nels — was still years away (for us) then.

But I digress.
Every photo pasted in

my book had to be de-
veloped and printed,
and each entry was lov-
ingly hand-written on
pages as I progressed
from grade to another.

The book along with
other memorabilia
from my youth was
set aside in my
mom’s apartment in
Grand Rapids with
express instructions
to take them home.

I no idea what a
flood of memories
they would trigger
later as I poured
over them.

My wife, Deb,
and I recently traveled to

the west side of the state to meet my some
of my siblings and their families for a “moving out” party of

sorts. My mom recently entered a long-term care facility, and it was
time to empty her apartment and get everything stored.

It was a bittersweet day of hard work (her apartment was on the fifth
floor). I think we’ve all struggled with mom’s declining health and
wanted to have around-clock-care available to her in order to prevent
another fall or worse. At the same time, after initially resisting the idea
of giving up her independence, mom came to the conclusion that she
simply couldn’t go on the way she has.
Her only real fear was living in the sort of facility she had seen friends

and family members spend their final years in, surrounded by too many
nurses and other staffers who had forgotten why they pursued a career
focused on caring for others.
Frankly, we shared that fear.
Fortunately, we found a nice facility and, after pouring through re-

views, tackling piles of red tape and arranging for her to visit, she was
ready for a change. She has since settled in and seems to be enjoying
the social aspect of her new community.
Still, moving most of mom’s belongings made it all real. For me, there

was a certain sense of sadness, knowing this was the same woman who
had spent so much time ensuring the memories of her children’s youth
would be preserved for decades.

I think mom would have been proud if she could have witnessed the
move. My slightly younger sister spent days packing and following her
instructions as to what should go to whom (while her husband busied
himself with moving and lifting), my much older sister and her husband
and son and daughter were all on hand to help out, and Deb had a hand
in just about every aspect of the day, after tackling much of the legwork
involved in mom’s admission and move to her new home. And me? I
supervised, of course.
What better job for a son with such a bubbling personality?

City High School and will work at
Bay Medical Center in Bay City.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

Recently designated a centen-
nial farm by the Michigan Histor-
ical Commission, the land now
owned by Floyd and Esther
Werdeman, four miles west of
Cass City on Cedar Run Road,
may remain in the family for
many more years. The centennial
farm was purchased in 1867 by
George Wald, grandfather of Mrs.
Werdeman, and included 60 acres
bought for $500. 
Mrs. Curtis Hunt and Mrs. H. L.

Benkelman took Miss Mary
Mclntyre to Holland Tuesday,
May 2, where she will join the
staff of the USS South American
to spend a month. 

Richard Hartwick of Cass City
has been placed on the Dean’s List
at Alma College with a 3.60 aver-
age in the winter term. The son of
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Hartwick
of 7173 Bay City-Forestville Rd.,
Cass City, he is a 1966 graduate of
Cass City High School.

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Furness
are the parents of a seven-pound,
14-ounce daughter, Tracy Lee,
born May 3 in Hills and Dales
General Hospital. Mrs. Furness,
the former Carol Tracy, and little
daughter went to their home Sat-
urday.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

One of Eugene A. Livingston’s
high producing cows went on a
rampage on his Elkland Township
farm recently and it was only after
she had been issued several ra-
tions of sweets did she subside
and return to her normal self. For
a few days, it looked as though the
owner might have to apply for a
sugar ration card for Bossie, for
Mrs. Livingston’s sugar supply
was reduced down to a half pound
before a substitute sweet was dis-
covered. This proved to be mo-
lasses, Mr. Livingston having
purchased a five-barrel supply of
this syrup to use for mixing with
grass for silage. A pint of molasses
a day for Bossie, like an apple a
day for man, has kept the doctor
away. The four-year-old bovine
suddenly became unmanageable
and apparently went temporarily
insane until the sugar and later the
molasses ration was administered
on the advice of a veterinary sur-
geon. The malady which affects
only a high producing cow de-
pletes her sugar supply. In the
temporary stage of insanity, the
cow affected will chew her
manger and attempt other unusual
and unnatural feats. A diet which
includes sweets restores the ani-
mal to a normal state of health.

A quiet but lovely wedding will
take place tonight (Friday) when
Miss Naomi A. Gibson, daughter
of Rev. and Mrs. E. M. Gibson, of
Cass City will become the bride of
Alex Lindsay, Jr., son of Mr. and
Mrs. Alex Lindsay, Sr., of Decker.
Rev. Mr. Gibson will read the cer-
emony in the Gibson home. 

100 YEARS AGO (1917)
The average monthly wage of

farm hands in Michigan are
$34.29 with board and $2.10 for
day labor. This fact is embodied in
the state crop report issued by
Secretary of State Coleman C.
Vaughan on Saturday. The highest
wage average is in the upper
peninsula, where $87.71 is the fig-
ure. In the southern counties it is
$34.58, in the central counties
$33.57 and in the northern coun-
ties $33.16.
The local board of education has

engaged nearly all of the teachers
for the coming year. Seven of the
present staff of 13 teachers have
been re-engaged and Miss Beryl
Koepfgen and Miss Minnie Kin-
naird, both well qualified and ex-
perienced teachers whose parental
homes are near Cass City, are
among the new ones. The teaching
staff as far as completed is as fol-
lows: W. D. Riggs, Supt.
$1250.00; Jewel Sparting, princi-
pal $700.00; Beryl Koepfgen,
English $650.00; Minnie Kin-
naird, 7th and 8th grades $600.00;
Margaret Myers, 6th $550.00;
Minerva Hunter, 5th $500.00;
Myrtle Orr, 4th $500.00; Dora
Fritz, 2nd and 3rd $600.00; Nell
H. Beyette, 1st and 2nd $575.00;
and Maud Soderquist, kinder-
garten $500.00.

Gagetown, has accepted a position
as assistant professor, specializing
in climatology with the Depart-
ment of Geography at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Schwartz is a 1976 graduate of
Owendale-Gagetown High
School.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Michael Stec graduated April 23
from Delta College with an asso-
ciate degree in law enforcement.
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Stec is a 1980 graduate of Cass
City High School.  In August, he
will start attending the Delta po-
lice academy for 7 weeks to
achieve his certification; neces-
sary for employment as a police
officer. 

Dr. Harold T. Donahue, MD, of
Cass City, is among 76 physicians
who graduated from medical
school 50 years ago and was hon-
ored by the Michigan State Med-
ical Society (MSMS), Saturday,
May 1, at the Westin Hotel, De-
troit. Donahue was among those
honored for his outstanding con-
tribution throughout the past half-
century in a special reception and
ceremonies before the 200 assem-
bled delegates attending the an-
nual MSMS House of Delegates.
Collectively the doctors represent
3,800 years of service to Michigan
residents through the vital role
they have played in medicine.
Their careers began during the
Great Depression and its eco-
nomic immobility, and when in-
fantile paralysis (polio) was a
major medical fear of the nation.
Donahue received his medical de-
gree from the University of
Michigan in 1931 and has prac-
ticed in Cass City since 1933. He
was honored at a community ban-
quet in March.
Demonstrating how to keep bicy-
cles in good condition in the bicy-
cle repair class was Brian Ewald.
The class, for persons age 10 and
up, ran four weeks and ended
Tuesday.

The Owen-Gage boys’ track
team split in a triangular meet
Tuesday, May 4, at Akron-Fair-
grove. The Bulldogs lost to the
host Vikings, 97-35, and defeated
Port Hope, 79-34. Jim Patnaude,
0-G,took 1st place with 13’10” in
pole vaulting, an inch better than
the defending state Class D cham-
pion’s season. 

40 YEARS AGO (1977)
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Guinther en-

tertained relatives at dinner Sun-
day following services at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church when
their daughter, Kim Smith, was a
member of the confirmation class.
Guests included Jack Smith, serv-
ing in the Army and stationed in
Kentucky, who had been home on
a seven day leave, Mrs. Dick
Guinther’s mother, Mrs. Norma
Hull, Mrs. Guinther’s aunt from
Grayling and Mrs. John Guinther.
In the afternoon, Mrs. Dick
Guinther, her mother and aunt and
Mrs. John Guinther took Jack
Smith to Tri-City Airport and he
returned to camp.

Navy Seaman Edward J. Kloc,
son of Mrs. Bernice Kloc of 6191
Shabbona Road, Deford, has com-
pleted the Navy’s Basic Electricity
Electronics Course. Four weeks of
study at Great Lakes, Ill., included
review of basic mathematics, fun-
damental electrical formulas plus
the principles of alternating and
direct current circuits. Students
also received instruction on basic
circuit testing methods, including
the use of multimeters and audio
signal generators. He joined the
Navy in October 1976.

Dick McCool, son of Mr. and
Mrs. E.J. McCool of Kingston,
will graduate May 30, with a de-
gree in theology from Olivet
Nazarene College, Bourbonnais,
Ill. He plans to spend the summer
at his home before entering
Nazarene Theological Seminary
in Kansas City, Mo. A
quadraplegic, McCool plans to be-
come a hospital chaplain. He was
paralyzed at the age of 17 when he
dove into shallow water and broke
his neck. He entered Olivet in
1972.
Sheryl Guc, daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. John Guc of Cass City, grad-
uated magna cum laude with an
associate degree in science-nurs-
ing at St. Clair County Commu-
nity College, Port Huron, May 6.
She is a 1975 graduate of Cass

Author’s first grade 

school book photo

�����
����	������
�	����

	
�����������
�������
�%�%����#�� ������!' $��"�����

�������)���%)��!#�$%&�����������$$���%)

�����������������	
�����
������
��
�
����������	��������
���


��������
������������������
�����������������
	�������������
���������������������������
�����������
��������
���������������������

��������
�����
������������������������������
���
��������������������������������
�������
����	����������������������������������

�#�� ������!' $��"����#�
������!(����

��$$���%)������
	��
�����������
�����



PAGE SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2017

���������������������	����

�������	�
��������������
����"�
�������$������ ��%��
����-�����������
��������
���

������
 �
��	����!$��)'��)
�!'� ��*$����������
������������

� ����
�������+!(%$��%��
�*')%$����������
�����
����



���
�����!���#��%��
��'%�������
��
����		����	�

�����
���������&��'��%��
��&��'���������	
������	�����

	������

������$�."���!� ,�.
��'#�))�����������
������	�����


����
��������!$�,��)'��)
���(��������
�

�����	����	�

����!
	������.��%��
���!$�,�������	��
�����
������

��� ��#
������()���$!#��
��$�*(".��������
�
�����	����	�

�����������
�������

�� ����������
�����������������

��
����������
���������������������������
�������
�����	���
������������

	������������������
����
��������������������
�������

���

������
����

������
����
�������

����
�������

������������		��������������������������������������������		��������		

����������
�������		

���������

�����������������

������� ����������	������
����
���	�����������

����	�����������

�"#��#
	!���#


!� ����
����#���

��!
��"#��#�
	�����!"

Hundreds of students poised to
tour the Thumb Octagon Barn

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A small army of volunteers is
gearing up to host a small army of
students from across the Thumb
beyond this week as the 22nd an-
nual Thumb Octagon Barn School
Tours kicks off today (Wednes-
day) at the historic eight-sided
barn and agricultural museum
near Gagetown.

The tours for students from pre-
school through the eighth grade
will continue throughout the day
Thursday and Friday.

The theme of this year’s school
tours is “From Farm to Table -
Highlighting Grain Processing”,
according to Diane Rapson Gabil,
2017 Thumb Octagon Barn
School Tours chairperson.

“This theme ties directly to
health, science and social studies
curriculums at all grade levels.
Students will learn the production
of food for people and animals in
the early 1900’s, and how it was

attained, kept/processed for use —
when there weren’t grocery stores
on every corner,” explained Rap-
son Gabil.

“Also (we’ll be) highlighting
how food production figured into
life-long occupations and indus-
tries,” she said, adding students
will have the opportunity to learn
more about how the food they eat
today gets to their tables, how it’s
grown on a farm, and the prepara-
tion of those product to get them
ready to eat or incorporated into
other foods.

“Also, the students will learn
what are the by-products of the
grains, beans, corn, and other
crops and how are they used not
only in foods people and animals
eat, but in other necessary prod-
ucts of today,” Rapson Gabil con-
tinued.

Michigan State University Ex-
tension and local grain coopera-
tives/elevators will be providing
educational materials, as well in-
formation on crops/food.

In addition, the tours will feature
an introduction to the barn/mu-
seum, grain elevator, grist mill,
live farm animals, children’s story,
Cora Purdy’s diaries, folk music
and instruments, live honey gees,
milking station, chick/egg hatch-
ing, garage/vintage cars, trucks
and memorabilia, tours of the
Purdy farmhouse, powerhouse,
children’s activity area, tractors to
“drive”, old time music sing-a-
long, one-room school house,
school house museum, sugar
shack/syrup evaporator, sawmill
and museum, blacksmith shop,
cider mill, souvenirs and tractor
shuttle rides. 

“There will be 25-plus educa-
tional stations for the students to
visit,” Rapson Gabil noted, adding
most of the guided tours last about
4 ½ hours, but organizers also
plan some briefer tours to meet the
students’ ages and scheduling
needs. 

In 2016, more than 1,300 stu-
dents attended the barn tours from
nine counties.

State Police investigators used her description of the alleged attacker
to create a sketch of the “suspect” that was subsequently disseminated
to the media.

“I think the motivation here…she had certain obligations and com-
mitments over that weekend and was trying to come up with an expla-
nation as to why she wasn’t at a particular place when she was supposed
to be,” he said.

Reene lauded what he described as the “extraordinary efforts of the
Michigan State Police in conducting this investigation and reaching a
definitive conclusion so the public can expeditiously be informed of its
results.”

In spite of the frustration inherent in spending hundreds of hours and
a significant amount of money investigating a crime that didn’t occur,
Reene pointed out that area law enforcement officials again proved why
they continue to play a vital role in keeping Tuscola County communi-
ties safe throughout the year.

“The process worked here – it worked the way you want it to,” said
Reene, who explained the investigators immediately went to work
searching for a suspect once a crime was reported, then continued fol-
lowing up on leads and additional information until the incident was
resolved.
“Our community is well served and benefits each and every day from

these dedicated and tireless efforts.”

ple of hundred so far,” Baxter noted.
He explained investigators could use the drone to assist them in a va-

riety of cases, including search and locating a missing person, conduct-
ing, collecting aerial views and photographing accident scenes as well
as recording property and structural damage assessments.
Drones have been used for aerial observations and photographs by the

military and farmers, and now law enforcement is embracing its capa-
bilities.

Drones aren’t just child’s play. Depending on their size and capabili-
ties, there are requirements to operate them, including a special opera-
tor’s license.
“Josh Herman took the necessary class to pilot it when we are able to

get it. He used study guides from the FAA (Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration) and completed research on several other websites to prepare for
the test,” Baxter explained. “So there was no cost for the training. He
completed a lot of training on his own time.”

The cost for the remote pilot’s license was $150. The class was held
at AvFlight, which is located at Flint Bishop Airport.
The Remote Pilot Certification covers regulations, operating require-

ments, aviation weather observations, the effects of weather on the
drone, decision-making and several other subjects needed to fly a drone
safely.

“Once our drone is purchased, he will have to log test flights to learn
how to fly the specific drone and learn the capabilities of the drone,”
Baxter said, noting Herman’s hobby will be a help in operating the
equipment.
“Josh rarely plays any video games, but does have some previous ex-

perience in flying a recreational drone and remote-controlled cars,” he
added.

tinued down Chestnut Boulevard to Hemlock Lane.
“From Hemlock the ride will then travel to Beechwood Drive, Beech-

wood Drive to Spruce Street, Spruce Street to Hunt Street, Hunt to
Huron Street, Huron to Kennebec Drive, Kennebec to Rose Street, and
Rose to Ale Street and end behind the old elementary building,” she
said.

“Riders will be assisted and accompanied by members of the Cass
City Elementary School Coordinated Health Team, the (Elkland Town-
ship) Fire Department and the Cass City Police Department,” Walker
added.
Cass City physical education teacher Adam Dorland, who coordinated

this year’s event, said studies have shown that kids who walk or bicycle
to school benefit from the physical activity in a number of ways, in-
cluding improved weight and blood pressure control; bone, muscle and
joint health maintenance; a reduction in the risk of diabetes; improved
psychological welfare; and better academic performance.

Cass City Elementary School first participated in the Bike to School
Day in 2015. Roughly 150 students took part, and school officials indi-
cated they were hoping to see that number increase this year.

Defendant in hoax sentenced
Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Cops grilling for a good cause

Continued from page one.

Local students biking to school

Cass City Chronicle Subscriptions
As Low As $21/year - Call 872-2010

HUNDREDS OF area youngsters are expected

to take part in this year’s annual Thumb Octa-

gon Barn School Tours.
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VFW POST 3644, Cass City, recently pre-

sented a $1,000 check to the Cass City Pub-

lic Schools to help fund the cost of placing

a Red Hawk mural in the Cass City Ele-

mentary School gymnasium. Pictured

above presenting the check to school Supt.

Jeff Hartel (right) is VFW Post 3644 Com-

mander Joe Merchant.

Generous gift...

The new farmers market is put-
ting out the word, inviting
prospective vendors to participate
by calling Market Manager Al
Cox at (989) 670-1429, or the
Tuscola County EDC Office in
Caro at (989) 673-2849 for a ven-
dor application and more informa-
tion. 
Sherry said indoor 12-foot by 12-

foot spaces will be rented for $12
a week, with a 13-percent dis-
count for those who sign up for 28
weeks. In the parking lot, two dif-
ferent sized vendor spaces are
available at a cost of $10 to $15 a
week, also with a discount avail-
able for 28 weeks of participation.
“I think this is a fantastic oppor-

tunity,” she added, referring to
smaller producers and crafters to
showcase their wares, whether
they specialize in nursery plants,
fresh produce, home-baked goods
or unique craft items. “We’re hop-
ing to get a lot of Amish vendors
because this is a great venue for
them.”

Cox agreed. “The Amish folks
are close – they’re a pretty good
contributor and I expect to see a
good showing from them along
with other vendors,” he said.

Sherry described Cox as a god-
send, saying his background and
people skills make for a perfect fit
in the role of market manager.
“He’s just extraordinary. He
works so well with the farmers,”
she said.

Cox has been around produce
since his youth, including time
spent with his grandparents on
their Kingston area farm, and later
when he and his parents moved to
Illinois where they worked at a
ranch. Later, Cox put in a stint
working on a dairy farm.

More recently, he has been in-
volved with the farmers market in
Caro, first as a vendor and later
serving as market manager.  

Cox says the ample traffic mov-
ing through Cass City makes the
community an ideal location for a
farmers market. The key, he
pointed out, will be to familiarize
area residents with the operation
and what it has to offer.

“Think that’s the main point to
get something off the ground.
Once they discover it, the cus-
tomer base just grows,” said Cox,
who indicated customer loyalty is
built not only on the availability of

Continued from page one.

Cass City home to farm market
fresh, locally-grown or made
products, but also on a desire to
mingle with friends and neighbors
on a regular basis. “It is a social
gathering,” he added.

The news of a farmers market
comes just a couple weeks after
Ben’s Supercenter Inc. owner Jim
Zyrowski announced plans to gut
and renovate the former Erla
Foods building in Cass City,
which has set vacant since former
owner Venu Ganga closed the

business about three years ago.
Ben’s Supercenter Inc. has loca-

tions in both Marlette and Brown
City, offering groceries as well as
contractor and sporting goods out-
lets, but Zyrowski said his expan-
sion to Cass City will focus on a
full-service grocery store, includ-
ing a bakery, deli and specialty
meats.

Zyrowski said he hopes to open
the doors to the new local business
by the end of the year.

lems associated with methamphet-
amine production.

The public–private partnership
was developed by CHPA, a na-
tional trade group representing the
manufacturers of over-the-counter
(OTC) medicines, and is based on
extensive research and message
testing that has proven to yield
positive results.

“Meth use is something that has
greatly affected our state, from the
Upper Peninsula to Detroit and all
areas in between,” Schuette said.
“Talking about how anyone can
inadvertently play a role in the
process of meth production is one
of the keys to stopping the prob-
lem in its tracks.

“The message is clear: if you’re
buying over-the-counter medicine
for a meth cook, you’re breaking
the law and contributing to one of
the most serious problems in
Michigan.”

“As the sponsor of the initial leg-
islation that enacted the National
Precursor Log Exchange (NPLEx)
system, I am very pleased to be a
part of this campaign to educate
consumers of the terrible costs of
smurfing to the community,”
added Proos. “Michigan has been
very proactive in our fight against
meth production and we have en-
sured that tools are in place to
make it much more difficult for
meth makers to get their hands on
PSE.”

“Smurfing is not just a user prob-
lem, it is a health, safety and pub-
lic welfare issue, too. People who
make meth can be found through-
out the state, so informing our cit-
izens about the warning signs of
smurfing will help curb the threat
at its initial stages and enhance
public safety,” said Reene, who in
addition to his role as a county
prosecutor serves as president of
the Prosecuting Attorneys Associ-
ation of Michigan (PAMM).
In Tuscola County, Reene noted,

Continued from page one.

Reene joins in promotion of anti-smurfing law

the Thumb Narcotics Unit (TNU)
along with other local law en-
forcement agencies and the pros-
ecutor’s office have dealt with a
number of cases involving meth
production.  He said officials are
making progress in the effort to
curb what presents a serious
health risk to anyone who comes
in contact with such operations.

“The numbers across the state are
pretty staggering when it comes to
meth labs,” added Reene, who
said Michigan saw roughly 1,180
cases involving meth labs in 2015
– second highest in the nation – up
from 525 cases in 2011.

“Retailers are on the front lines
of the meth fight every day and
we take very seriously our respon-
sibility to the community. The
posters and other collateral mate-
rial will be a strong, proactive way
to discourage smurfing, while pro-
tecting the rights of law abiding
cold and allergy sufferers in
Michigan,” said James P. Hallan
of the Michigan Retailers Associ-
ation. 
“As pharmacists, we are some of

the most trusted professionals in
healthcare. We understand the re-
sponsibility we have to make sure
that PSE does not fall into the
hands of meth producers,” Phar-
macist Dianne Malburg, chief op-
erating officer of the Michigan
Pharmacists Association, said.

“By displaying these signs in
pharmacies, we believe that they

will serve as a deterrent to individ-
uals who may not realize the risks
of buying PSE for a stranger,” she
added. “The Anti-Smurfing Cam-
paign, coupled with the use of
NPLEx, gives Michigan another
effective tool in the state’s fight
against meth production.”

NPLEx is a real-time electronic
logging system provided at no
cost to taxpayers or retailers and
is used only by law enforcement
to track sales of over-the-counter
cold and allergy medications con-
taining precursors to methamphet-
amine.

Last year, 8,744 boxes of cold
and allergy medicine were
blocked from sale after being
flagged as suspect by the NPLEx
system.

“The manufacturers of PSE con-
taining cold and allergy medica-
tion take very seriously the
diversion of our products into the
production of methamphetamine,”
said Carlos Gutierrez of CHPA.
“We are steadfast in our desire to

eliminate illegal purchases while
at the same time protecting the
rights of law-abiding cold and al-
lergy suffering families,” Gutier-
rez added. “The Anti-Smurfing
Campaign strikes the perfect bal-
ance and is just another example
of how the pharmaceutical indus-
try, retail community, lawmakers,
and law enforcement can work to-
gether to accomplish a common
goal.”
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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Michigan had homeland security
long before the federal govern-
ment developed the concept.

The state’s homeland security
started 100 years ago during
World War I. On April 19, 1916,
the Michigan State Troops Perma-
nent Force of mounted units and
dismounted units was created and
named the Michigan State Con-
stabulary. That was the forerunner
of the current Michigan State Po-
lice (MSP).
As part of the centennial celebra-

tion of the agency, the look of
some familiar MSP items has
changed to commemorate the an-
niversary. Troopers are once again
wearing round doughboy-style
hats instead of the traditional bill-
brimmed hats.

“They are called campaign hats.
There are a lot of highway patrols
in other states that wear that style
of hat,” explained First Lt. Todd
Mapes, commander of the Michi-
gan State Police post in Caro. “We
are all wearing them for the 100th-

security.

The Michigan State Police
started out under the name of the
Michigan State Constabulary,
Mapes noted.
The mounted aspect of the origi-

nal name of the unit meant riding
horses, and dismounted meant
using motor vehicles. In fact, be-
fore the Caro MSP post relocated
to its 7,546-square-foot facility on
M-24 in 2000, the former post on
Millwood Street – since torn
down — started out as a carriage
factory and stable in the 1900s.

Public Act 53 of 1917, authored
by then-Gov. Albert Sleeper, who
was originally from Caseville and
served as chairman of the “War
Preparedness Board”, created the
constabulary for domestic secu-
rity.

It was the constabulary’s job to
guard war production facilities
and also to enforce liquor traffick-
ing laws during prohibition.

Because Sleeper was impressed
with the constabulary’s perform-
ance, he and the state’s lawmakers
permanently established the De-
partment of Michigan State Police
with P.A. 26 on March 27, 1919.

Back then, the fledgling MSP
had four mounted troops who
were each assigned responsibili-
ties for a section of the state. They
had full authority to enforce traffic
laws, conduct criminal investiga-
tions, enforce prohibition laws,
and patrol rural areas.

Later, in 1921, the MSP became
the uniform division of the Michi-
gan Department of Public Safety,
eventually assuming the duties of
the former state oil inspector, state
fire marshal, transferring prison
inmates, and the prohibition sec-
tion of the Food and Drug Depart-
ment, according to the MSP
history.

When the constabulary started,
its headquarters was in a portable
wooden barracks on 90-acres of
the then-Michigan Agricultural
College’s (Michigan State Univer-
sity) poultry research farm.

From 1935 to 1941, major build-
ing projects were done to replace
the hodge-podge rented and tem-
porary MSP barracks. To do that,
grant money from the depression-
era Works Progress Administrator
was used.

The MSP has since seen many

changes, from being a temporary
agency for homeland security dur-
ing the “war that would end all
wars” and using modes of trans-
portation that included horses,

motorcycles and roadster-era ve-
hicles for patrols, to patrolling in
cruisers equipped with computers
and utilizing state-of-the-art
forensic investigation techniques.

“It is an honor to be part of the
MSP during this time, and be a
commander,” said Mapes. “There
is a lot of tradition in the MSP and
I’m proud to be part of it.”

State police commemorate a century of tradition

year anniversary.”
In addition, there are now some

black and gold patrol cruisers to
go along with the standard MSP
blue ones.

“We have one of the new cruisers
assigned to our post. It’s black and
gold look is different, but the in-
side it’s exactly the same as the
other units,” Mapes said. “It’s
being used for patrols just like the
other ones.”

The special cruiser was created
in honor of the 100th anniversary
of the MSP’s founding, according
to Mapes, who anticipates the
state will keep the traditional blue
MSP patrol vehicles.

The Michigan State Troops Per-
manent Force of mounted units
and dismounted units was an
emergency service used during
World War I as a replacement for
the National Guard for domestic

IN HONOR OF the Michigan State Police 100-year anniversary, a special

black and gold cruiser was designed and issued to posts. The MSP post

in Caro was one of the posts to receive the unique vehicle. (Photo courtesy

of the Michigan State Police)

BACK IN 1937, Michigan State Police vehicles were black and gold in-

stead of the blue that is used on today’s cruisers. The standard vehicle

used back then was a Ford Model 74. (Photo courtesy of the Michigan

State Police)

A LOT HAS changed since Michigan State Troops Permanent Force units

were created for homeland security during World War I. These were the

standard vehicles in the 1930s. (Photo courtesy of the Michigan State Po-

lice)

News briefs
Special needs focus of law
MICHIGAN — Parents or guardians of a child or adult with special
needs can now request that their fingerprints and photograph be taken
and included in the Michigan State Police’s statewide network system
to be used in the event the child or adult goes missing, under legislation
signed Thursday by Gov. Rick Snyder.
“Ensuring that all Michiganders can be identified quickly in an emer-

gency situation is critically important,” Snyder said. “This legislation
helps parents or guardians of individuals with special needs have greater
peace of mind knowing that their loved one can be identified, should
an unforeseen emergency occur.”  
The legislation expands the current Child Identification and Protection

Act to permit a parent or guardian of a child with special needs to re-
quest that the child’s fingerprints and photograph to be used for distri-
bution, should the child go missing.

M-53 repaving set in Sanilac
SANILAC COUNTY - The Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) will invest $1 million in a project involving resurfacing 5.5
miles of M-53 north of Marlette to M-46.

The work is expected to be completed sometime in June, and traffic
will be maintained with flag control.

Novesta tire collect Saturday
DEFORD - Novesta Township will host a tire collection from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Saturday at 5772 Deckerville Rd., Deford.
The site is the location of the former Novesta Township Hall. The col-

lection is for vehicle tires only — no farm tires, no tires on rims, and
no tires from businesses.

Salute to soldiers May 20-21
CARO - The Caro Historical Commission is preparing its annual salute
to soldiers Saturday and Sunday, May 20-21, at the Caro Roadhouse
Museum, located across from the Tuscola County Fairgrounds’ main
gate.
This year, in addition to welcoming memorabilia from veterans of any

period in our history, organizers are paying special tribute to the soldiers
of World War II. So far, they’ve reference to 103 WWII casualties with
connections to the county.

Family members of a casualty from WWII, as well as any living vet-
eran of the war, are invited to share their memories with the public dur-
ing the event. For more information, contact Gail at (989) 673-5389.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery


