
der, criminal sexual conduct, sec-
ond degree, and aggravated as-
sault.

Investigators say the defendant
attacked a 31-year-old female vic-
tim during the early morning

hours of
Nov. 6 in
the parking
lot at the
S u n s e t
Bar/Restau-
rant, 2772
E. Sanilac
Rd. Tuscola
C o u n t y
Prosecutor
Mark E.

Reene said the victim suffered
physical injuries during the as-
sault.

Reene has lauded what he de-

10:30 a.m. and was arrested.
“The child knew him and he ex-

ploited that. He (Brigham) was
a w a r e
p e o p l e
knew he
had the
child and
she was
r e -
turned,”
Tuscola
C o u n t y
Prosecu-
tor Mark
Reene said.

Reene noted the girl was imme-
diately placed in protective cus-
tody and subsequently given
medical attention. She was also
interviewed at the Tuscola County
Child Advocacy Center, which

Meet the latest Red
Hawk award winners 
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Traffic stop leads to
heroin, marijuana
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Man pleads in abduction, assault of 13-year-old

Boyfriend of 
drug overdose
victim in jail

Wendorf heading back to prison
following plea in sexual assault

David Brigham

Jeffrey Wendorf

Entrepreneurs
Cass City brothers launching
their own specialty toothpaste

TWIN BROTHERS Daniel (right) and Joseph

White of Cass City are gearing up to launch

their own brand of coconut oil toothpaste, a

project sparked during their training at the

Young Entrepreneurs Academy in Midland.

Please turn to page 6.

Huron County woman dies
in hit, run accident last week

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 7.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Although a man has been ar-
rested in connection with the over-
dose death of Emily Lynn Dennis,
26, Caro, charges have not been
filed against him.

“We are wading through infor-
mation from the investigations
and piecing together who did what
and how things happened,” said
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark
E. Reene. “That will take some
time to do.”
Deputies found Dennis deceased

about 12:20 a.m. April 20th at a
home on Dodge Road in Elm-
wood Township.

According to information from
dispatch records, there were two
overdose incidents from the same

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Like many new entrepreneurs, Daniel and Joseph White are full of
enthusiasm and confidence about their chances of making it in the
business world.
But the twin brothers from Cass City may not be what you envision

when you think about typical business owners.
For starters, while the Whites have put considerable time and effort

into a fledgling business venture focused on the growing use of co-
conut oil in oral health regimens, they haven’t yet graduated from
high school. In fact, they aren’t even old enough to drive a car or to
vote.
But that hasn’t stopped them from setting their sights high.
The sons of Darcy and Paul Guello of Cass City and Dr. Mark White

of Caro, Daniel and Joseph began their entrepreneurial journey last
fall when they enrolled in the Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA)
in Midland, where they’ve since spent months learning how to choose
a product, research their competition and target market, and create a
business plan and marketing strategy.
The teens, who are both home schooled, settled on the idea of man-

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A 48-year old Unionville man
facing two dozen felony charges

for the alleged abduction and rape
of a Millington area girl under the
age of 13 last summer avoided a
two-week jury trial scheduled to
get underway this week by enter-

ing pleas to four of the counts.
David A. Brigham pleaded no

contest to one count of kidnapping
and three counts of first degree
criminal sexual conduct last week
in Tuscola County Circuit Court.

Dismissed in the case were one
count of kidnapping – child en-
ticement, three counts of first de-
gree criminal sexual conduct, 10
counts of second degree criminal
sexual conduct, and one count
each of assault by strangulation,
assault with intent to do great bod-
ily harm less than murder, crimi-
nal sexual conduct – second
degree assault, and interfering
with electronic communications.
Kidnapping is punishable by life

in prison or any term of years, and
first degree criminal sexual con-
duct carries a mandatory mini-
mum 25-year prison term.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case. Brigham, who
has remained jailed since his ar-
rest – initially on a $3 million
bond that was later revoked —
was remanded to the custody of
the sheriff’s department. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

Investigators said Brigham was
at one time related to the victim’s
family by marriage, and that he
lured the victim away from her
parent’s Swaffer Road home in the
early morning hours of July 30.

The case unfolded when Lt. Ted
Hull, Sgt. Josh Herman, and De-
tective Scott Sgt. Jones from the
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment responded to a call at about
5:15 a.m., according to reports,
which state Brigham returned the
child to the residence at about

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
arrested a suspect in an early
morning hit-and-run accident that
claimed the life of a Bad Axe
woman and left a Harbor Beach
woman seriously injured Friday.

According to Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson, Deputies responded to
the scene along M-53, west of
Thomas Road in Colfax Town-
ship, at about 2:30 a.m.

“From a witness account and
preliminary investigation, it ap-
pears that 38-year-old Sheila D.
Peruski of Bad Axe and 21-year-
old Cassandra R. Herron of Har-

County keeping close eye on Lansing
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

As the waiting game continues
regarding the future of the Caro
Center and whether state officials
will sink millions of dollars in
Tuscola County to build a new
state hospital, Tuscola County
commissioners are keeping a
close eye on Lansing.
The county board received an up-

date during a regular meeting
Thursday.
It was reported that state Senator

Mike Green (R-Mayville) and Dr.
Edward “Ned” Canfield (R-Sebe-
waing) recently met with Gov.
Rick Snyder, who indicated he
would keep an open mind when a
decision regarding location of the

new state hospital is finalized.
County Controller Michael

Hoagland has drafted a letter to be
sent to every state legislator, and
the Huron County Board of Com-
missioners has adopted a resolu-
tion in support of keeping the
Caro Center in Tuscola County.

Snyder’s proposed 2018 budget
outlines $115 million to replace
the 100-year old Caro Center at
2000 Chambers Rd. with a new
200-bed psychiatric hospital, but
where it will be built is unknown.

If the proposed new psychiatric
hospital is not built in Tuscola
County, it would have a huge eco-
nomic impact on the area.
“According to a recent economic

impact study, if a new facility is
not built here devastating job

losses would occur with the elim-
ination of 349 direct jobs and 398
indirect jobs for a total of 747 jobs
lost,” Hoagland said.

Of the center’s 349 employees,
about 70 percent reside in the
county, and most live within 30
miles of the facility.
“And, the current location is cen-

tral to best serve patients and fam-
ilies. The decision to locate the
facility here over 100 years ago
still makes sense because most pa-
tients come from the population
centers just to the south,” said
Hoagland. “Moving this facility to
the west or north would signifi-
cantly increase travel times and be
a burden for the vast majority of
patients and families. It would

Please turn to page 7.

CASS CITY Chronicle Editor Tom Mont-

gomery was presented with the Tuscola

County Bar Association’s 2017 Liberty Bell

Award during a ceremony held in the Tuscola

County Circuit Courtroom Friday afternoon.

He is pictured above (center) with Sandy Er-

skine, president of the local bar association,

and George A. Holmes, chairman of the bar

association’s Liberty Bell Award Committee.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Sanilac County resident and
convicted sex crime offender
faces a lengthy term in prison fol-
lowing his conviction on charges
stemming from the sexual assault
of woman in the parking lot of a
Mayville bar and restaurant last
November.

Jeffrey Innes Wendorf, 58, of
Decker, was ordered to serve 16

years and eight months to 30 years
in prison during his sentencing
last week in Tuscola County Cir-
cuit Court.

Wendorf previously pleaded
guilty to charges of unlawful im-
prisonment and assault with intent
to do great bodily harm less than
murder in connection with the at-
tack in Dayton Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender – having three or
more prior felony convictions –
which weighed heavily on his sen-
tencing.

Wendorf has remained behind
bars since his arrest. After enter-
ing his pleas, the court revoked his
$700,000 bond.

Wendorf was originally charged
with kidnapping, unlawful impris-
onment, assault with intent to do
great bodily harm less than mur-



A former standout Kingston area
4-H member has also proven him-
self to be an outstanding college
student.

Clay Daily, an Oklahoma State
University (OSU) student from
Mayville, was recently named the
Charles and Magda Browning
Outstanding Freshman in the
school’s College of Agricultural

Sciences and Natural Resources
(CASNR).
Daily is an animal science major

with a business option. He is the
son of Greg and Linette Daily. 

The Brownings established the
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The 3rd Marking Period honor
roll students have recently been
announced by Owendale-Gage-
town officials. To be named, stu-
dents have received all A’s and
B’s.

3rd Grade: McKenzie Baker*,
Eli Dubs-Peterson, Chloe Fritz,
Aubrey Hellebuyck*, Brooklyn
Hunt, Logan Mihacsi, Alan
Sagash, Kennedy Seldon, David
Siens and Anastacia Torrez.
4th Grade: JoAnn Baker*,
Danielle Hunt*, Lucas McK-
night*, Sophia Siens, Lucio Tor-
rez*, Lily Willerton and Natalie
Wood.  

5th Grade: Addison Bach,
Shelby Bowers*, Joshua Dubs,
Karsyn Gruehn*, Isaac Miller*,
Lillieyannah Sagash, Conner
Snear and Hannah Wood.
6th Grade: Allison Haldane*,
Amber Haldane*, Dagon
LaCroix*, Erin Morrish, Emily
Schultz and Gage Witzke.
7th Grade: Haden Gruehn,
Madelyn Haldane* and Moneé
Schember.
8th Grade: Boyd Evans, Clay
Evans*, Jameson McKnight*,
Hunter Meier, Libby Ondrajka*
and Andrew Partaka.
9th Grade: Branden Fritz, Carley
Haldane, Chentel Hill, Chase

Howard*, Kaitlyn LaCroix*,
Sierra Mascorro, Andrew Roemer,
Hailey Schave and Alexis Urban.
10th Grade: Jade Androl*,
Cordell Clarkson, Matthew Fritz,
Megan Fritz* and Carlee Riev-
ert*.

11th Grade:  Emalee Bach,
Natasha Dubs*, Aaron Fahrner*,
Madyson Fuerst*, Morgan Ondra-
jka*, Luke Retford*, Zane
Schember, Ashley Treder and
Alyson Witzke.
12th Grade: David Binder, Cara
Morrish* and Jacob Warack*.

* Denotes all A’s

Owendale-Gagetown announces honor roll
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Outstanding Freshman award to
recognize both the academic ex-
cellence and outstanding leader-
ship activity during a student’s
freshman year at OSU. It is
awarded at the end of a student’s
sophomore year for their efforts as
a freshman.
Daily is involved in several clubs

and organizations on campus, in-
cluding the CASNR Freshman
and Transfer Council, Animal Sci-
ence Leadership Alliance, Block
and Bridle, Oklahoma Collegiate
Cattlemen’s, and Collegiate Farm
Bureau. During his freshman year,
he served on the OSU Freshman
Representative Council.

“I am extremely grateful and
honored to be named as the
Charles and Magda Browning
Outstanding Freshman, yet this
award is a direct reflection of the
talented faculty that are devoted to
teaching, the insightful students
pursuing degrees and College of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural
Resources,” Daily said. “Being a
small town kid from Michigan, I
will always appreciate the people
and opportunities that Oklahoma
State University has presented me
and am proud to call Stillwater
home.”

Daily was an OSU Top Ten
Freshman Man and finalist for

Outstanding Greek New Member.
Additionally, he has been recog-
nized on the president’s honor roll
and accepted into the OSU Hon-
ors College.

“Freshmen students are encour-
aged to get involved in CASNR
and all across campus. Some stu-
dents take this advice to heart.
Clay is no exception,” said Cynda
Clary, CASNR associate dean of
academic programs. “In only two
short years, Clay has left his mark
on this campus and we have con-
fidence he will continue to posi-
tively impact OSU as he continues
his collegiate career.” 

Daily, who earned a reputation
for raising and showing outstand-
ing animals during his years as a
4-H member participating at the
Tuscola County Fair, is part of the
OSU McKnight Scholars Leader-
ship Program and maintains a
3.571 GPA all while volunteering
his time to numerous community
service projects. This includes
Greek events, a special needs live-
stock show, Into the Streets,
LifeChurch, Toys for Cowboys
and more.

Daily also received the E.
Pauline Osborne Agriculture
Scholarship and the Joseph Flem-
ing Memorial Scholarship at the
CASNR banquet.

Clay Daily

Daily named outstanding freshman at CASNR

Kingston High School officials
recently announced the 3rd Mark-
ing Period Honor Roll. 

7th Grade

Emily Bicego, Brandon Bom-
bard, Madison Coyer, Ethan
Cumper, William Cumper *,
Collen Dibble, Gaven Dibble *,
John Egan, Carter Geister *,
Zachary Hayost, Isabel Hurd,
Summer Jenkins, Alex Kotsch,
Landen Noakes, Owen Phillips,
Jacob Rayl *, Nicholas St. George
*, Jayden Stark, Shayleigh Torrey,
Ethan Ulewicz * and Brooklyn

Walker *.
8th Grade

Don Anger, Thomas Barrett, An-
drew Bitterle, Hailey Bitterle,
Kyleigh Clapsaddle, Kaylee Cook
*, Jason Dibble, Kealsie Dins-
more, Katelyn DuRussell, Lucas
Fetting, Colten Gildner *, Morgan
Green *, Rayann Harp, Kayla
Hobson *, Hannah James *, Paige
Klupp *, Ronnie Lemke, Joslyn
Lupa *, Michael McNeil, Dustin
Peter *, Ella Retan *, Alexandra
Sherman , Chelsea Smith, Jessica
Stoll, Makayla Thompson *,
Olivia Ulewicz *, Lynneah Van-

Horn, Trayton Wenzlaff *, Madi-
son Wieland and Samantha Wood
*.

9th Grade

Anna Ahern, Elissa Bicego,
Danielle Crisman, Randy
Crisman, Jake DeLong, Robin Ed-
wards *, Samuel Gaiser, Collin
Geister *, Caleb Goss, Johnathan
Green *, Aaron Koehler, Payton
Kolacz, Anastasia Krych, Jalen
Little Thunder, Shelby May, Ryan
McGarvie, Braden Mosher, Wren
Murdoch, Isaac Muxlow *, Evan
Neff, Lohr Smith, Millan Smith,
Joseph Snover * and Bryan
Wright. 

10th Grade

Maisey Bigelow, Gerilyn Carpen-
ter, Nathan Cloyd, Brian Coltson,
Levi Cryderman *, Mason De-
Blois, Kendra DeLong, Jillyann
Dinsmore *, Dakota Distelrath,
Kerra Elling, Tyler Hayost, Con-
nor Henry, Hunter James, Lily
Lyons, Camryn MacGuire *, Han-
nah McSkulin, Lacie Peters, Car-
ley Smith, Morgan Tallieu *,
Gunnar Thompson, Lane Torrey,
Amira Varvel and Emily Warring-
ton *.

11th Grade

Mariah Andrews, Alexis Board
*, Dezerick Carter, Lauryn
Cumper, Grace Dinsmore, Christa
Ewald, Kaisa Giddings, Garrett
Green *, Riley Kinel *, Hailey
Kowalski, Juliana Krych *, Court-
ney Mallory, Samantha Moore ,
Madisyn Pennington, Haley
Pohlod *, Josselyn Rushlow,
Daniel Schwarck *, Caitlyn Sher-
man *, Jada Shiel, Quinlan West-
ern, Alayna Williams and Cassidy
Zyrowski. 

12th Grade
Savannah Anger, Allison Bund-

schuh *, Chelsey Clapsaddle, Al-
lison DeLong, Jade DeLong,
Gretchyn Goodman, Cheyenne
Gottler *, Victoria Hale, Grant
Koehler, Stephen Krych, Jade
Masker, Morgan Miller, Aracelli
Peter *, Samantha Pritchard , Eliz-
abeth Scott, Nathan Scott, Nicole
Sholes, Cira Skinner, Vivian
Smedeman, Chelsey Stevens and
Autum Taylor *.
*Denotes all A’s

Ubly officials announce honor roll
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Being single is not a disease

15 meeting to female friends who knew me. That
year there were between 30 to 40 ladies who joined
me. I was surprised and pleased with the turnout.
I guess because single ladies like myself are foot-

loose and fancy free and can do what we want, it’s
the married ladies who need a night out the most.
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It’s time to reform
auto insurance here

Guest editorial
by Matt Coffee and Michael Van Beek

Mackinac Center for Public Policy

Once again there’s talk in Lansing about reforming
auto insurance in Michigan. This is a perennial issue:
Since 2001, legislators have introduced 340 bills about
auto insurance regulations, according to Michigan-
Votes.org.
But like drivers in the Indy 500, lawmakers keep going

around in circles without getting anywhere. This pattern
needs to stop and policymakers should fix the problem.

The interest in reforming auto insurance stems from a
well-known fact: Michiganders have the regrettable
privilege of paying some of the highest premiums in the
country. According to research from the National Asso-
ciation of Insurance Commissioners, the average annual
premium in Michigan was $1,351 in 2014, second only
to New Jersey and Louisiana and 37 percent more than
the national average.
Michigan drivers pay a hefty premium for no-fault pro-

tection but don’t really benefit from it.
Bad drivers aren’t to blame for Michigan’s abnormally

high auto insurance premiums. After all, Michiganders
can navigate the most miserable conditions, thanks to
our winter wonderland. When a snowflake falls in At-
lanta, on the other hand, there are ditches full of cars
and highways are backed up for miles.
What is to blame, however, are Michigan’s unique auto

insurance laws. The state’s no-fault approach is similar
to that of just 11 other states, and no other state forces
all drivers to buy unlimited personal injury protection.
Michigan’s current auto insurance system was created

in 1973, and a solid case can be made that it has been,
by and large, a failed experiment. For instance, the no-
fault system — which gives insurance benefits to anyone
injured in an auto accident regardless of who was to
blame — was meant to reduce litigation.
Since the law guarantees insurance benefits for all ac-

cident victims, the theory goes, there should be fewer
lawsuits, reducing costs for both insurance companies
and the courts.
That’s not what’s happened in practice.
Michigan still allows an accident victim to sue an at-

fault driver if a certain threshold for injuries is met. The
Michigan Supreme Court has interpreted the law in a
way that lowers this threshold — effectively undoing
what no-fault set out to achieve. Not surprisingly, Michi-
gan ranks as one of the most litigious states in the na-
tion, according to the Pacific Research Institute.
The failed no-fault system is only half the problem. Re-

quiring insurers to provide unlimited PIP (personal in-
jury protection) is even more problematic. It’s easy to
figure out how this approach contributes to astronomical
insurance premiums, why it’s rife with abuse and why
no other state uses it.

With no limit on what insurers must cover, anyone in-
jured in an auto accident can seek and “afford” the most
expensive treatment possible. What’s worse: While pri-
vate insurance, Medicare and Medicaid have fee sched-
ules that limit what medical providers can charge, there
are no schedules for what they can charge for services
they provide to accident victims. That’s why it’s common
for hospitals to charge auto insurers significantly more

(USPS 092-00)

I’ve been single for over 20 years, and I’ve come
to enjoy being footloose and fancy free without
having a ball and chain to hold me back.
I eat when I want. Go out when I want, and come

home when I want. I go to bed when I want and
can take up the entire mattress if I want.
I admit that after the divorce, being a force of one

took some getting used to, and the changes that
came with my new status.
One of the first changes I noticed was going to a

restaurant alone. The first thing the greeter asks is
if anyone will be coming to join with you. The
“no” response is greeted with a blank look, and
then being guided to an out-of-the-way table. As
soon as you’re seated, the waitress whisks away
the other placemat and silverware.

Hmm. “I’m single, not a kleptomaniac; your
paper placemat and silverware are safe with me,”
I would think to myself.

About the same time I became single, I became
aware of the “Red Hat” movement in which ladies
celebrate getting older, dress in red and purple, en-
joying life and fellowship.
With my change in relationship status, I realized

there was no holiday for single people.
Besides the traditional holidays, there is Mother’s

Day and Father’s Day that celebrate parenthood.
There is Grandparent’s Day. And there are two hol-
idays for people in love or in a relationship —
Valentine’s Day and Sweetest Day.

About eight years ago I tried to create a “Self
Day” for single people. I wrote a Drier Humor col-
umn about it and invited single ladies to meet me
at the Oasis. A few years later the party was moved
to another restaurant. It has alternated between
those two locations.
Valiantly, for several years I struggled for a move-

ment to create Self Day, or at least a Pseudo soci-
ety like the Red Hatters.

Each year a handful of faithful followers would
meet with me to go out to eat, have a few drinks,
and share some laughs. I set the date of April 15
to meet because I felt it was a day that would be
easy to remember. Plus, April is one of the few
months that don’t have a holiday.
When a charter member of the Self Day attendees

got married, she lamented she would no longer be
able to attend. At that point, I grudgingly conceded
my campaign to create a holiday for single people
wasn’t going to happen. So I opened up the April

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less,
$5.00 each insertion;  additional words 15 cents
each.  Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.
Save money by enclosing cash with mail orders.
Rates for display want ads on application.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final ed-
itorial judgement lies with the Chronicle management
and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is Mon-
day, noon and deadline for display advertising is Fri-
day, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is necessary to call for
verification, but won’t be used in the newspaper.
Names will be withheld from publication upon re-
quest, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle reserves
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific na-
ture, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is
a $5 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $4
fee to include a photo.

Please turn to page 6.

According to statistics released by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, eight out of every 10 police of-
ficers in America are overweight.

The new study highlights a widespread problem in
police departments across the country.  According to
some researchers, law enforcement officers are actu-
ally 25 times more likely to die from weight related
cardiovascular disease than on-duty injuries.
“As sheriff I try to instill in the deputies the need to

stay in shape both for themselves and for their du-
ties,” Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent recently
posted on the department’s Facebook page.
“I ran a 5k and challenged them to meet or beat my

times. Three of them did that and I purchased them
shirts as a prize – can’t use taxpayer money for such
things,” Skrent said. “Others are now taking up the
challenge to get into better shape. I will have another
event in the fall. Congratulations to (left to right) De-
tective Scott Jones, Deputy Ryan Robinson and
Deputy Bryan Hemerline.

**********   

Gov. Rick Snyder issued the following statement
regarding a recent announcement that unemployment
rates had dropped in all 83 Michigan counties last
month.

“It is very encouraging to see unemployment rates
drop across all 17 employment regions of our state.
As we continue down this path toward our future, we
must remember that to truly reinvent Michigan, we
must make sure every sector of the state is part of the
reinvention,” he said. “Michigan is truly at its best
when we come together as one to help with success
for all. (The) announcement combined with our
state’s total unemployment rate decrease continues
to prove that.”

Didn’t the Three Musketeers adhere to something
like that?

**********   

Tuscola County Recycle Center, 1123 Mertz Road,
Caro, Michigan is hosting a spring household haz-
ardous waste and latex paint collection on Saturday,
June 3, 2017. The event starts at 9:00 a.m., and you
must have an appointment to attend. If you have
questions or to make an appointment please call
(989) 672-1673.

Now is the time to clean out the unwanted haz-
ardous waste you may have in your house, garage, or
barn. Hazardous waste is a product that is toxic, flam-
mable, caustic, or chemically reactive. Key words to
look for are DANGER, POISON, WARNING or
CAUTION. These are items that should not be
poured down the drain, onto the ground or put into
the waste stream. Some examples include; oil based
paints, stains, home repair products, cleaners, con-
taminated oil, pesticides, herbicides and mercury-
containing items. Please note that water based paints
will also be collected at this event.

The collection is free of charge to all Tuscola
County residents.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Nicholas M. Brown, 20, Troy,
was sentenced to 93 days in the
county jail following his pleas of
no contest to charges of operating
while under the influence of a
controlled substance – causing in-
capacitating injuries, failure to
stop at the scene of an accident –
causing serious impairment or
death, operating a motor vehicle
with the presence of a controlled
substance in his body, failure to
stop at a personal injury accident,
possession of marijuana and oper-
ating a motor vehicle with an ex-
pired license July 25, 2015, in
Fremont Township.
The jail term will be delayed for

one year, according to court
records, which state Brown was
ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $3,976.

*Daniel E. Palazzola, 56, Sagi-
naw, received a one-year delayed

sentenced following his pleas of
no contest to home invasion, sec-
ond degree, and assault or assault
and battery Dec. 20 in Elkland
Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $888.
*Nicole S. Davis-Shelters, 34,

Vassar, was sentenced to 90 days
in jail and 36 months probation
following her plea of guilty to ut-
tering and publishing involving a
$1,500 check drawn on Franken-
muth Credit Union July 22 in In-
dianfields Township.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $758 plus resti-
tution of $4,673.66.
*Roger W. Bearinger, 37, Vassar,

pleaded no contest to charges of
assault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) and aggravated
assault Feb. 4 in Juniata and Indi-
anfields townships.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Steven L. Myers, 52, Milling-
ton, pleaded guilty to violating the
Sex Offenders Registration Act by
failing to register in December
2016 in Millington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Eric A. Hampel, 49, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of
marijuana, subsequent offense,
Dec. 29 in Caro, and no contest to
bribing a witness in December in
Caro.
Pre-sentence investigations were

ordered in the separate cases, and
bond was continued at a combined
$28,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Brandon C. Smith, 25, Saginaw,

pleaded no contest to possession
of marijuana, subsequent offense,
April 23 in Vassar Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

A pair of Pennsylvania residents
were taken into custody during a
traffic stop last week in Sanilac
County’s Lamotte Township after
Michigan State Police troopers
discovered heroin and marijuana
in their vehicle.

Troopers from the Michigan
State Police post in Caro reported
the traffic stop took place at about
7 p.m. Tuesday.
The officers attempted to stop the

vehicle for speeding. After a short
pursuit, troopers were able to stop
the vehicle, a subsequent search of
the vehicle yielded 270 bundles of
heroin and 20 grams of marijuana.

The occupants of the vehicle
were returning home after visiting
relatives in northern Huron
County, according to troopers,
who identified the suspects as
Joshua Boston, 28, and Windy
Baker, 33, both of Pennsylvania.

Both were later arraigned on
multiple felony charges in Sanilac
County District Court.

TROOPERS SEIZED 270 bundles of heroin and 20

grams of marijuana during a traffic stop involving a ve-

hicle occupied by a pair of Pennsylvania residents last

week in Sanilac County’s Lamotte Township.

Troopers
seize pot,
heroin in
traffic stop
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

She knows how
to pay it forward

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)
Several Thumb area teams were

on tap Friday in Bad Axe for the
annual Hatchet Invitational. And,
as expected, Frankenmuth fin-
ished on top of the boys’ standings
with 174 points, and became a
dual winner on the day as they
added the girls’ title with 148
points at the 16-school gathering.
Erin Zdrojewski and Stephanie
Leeson were the lone winners for
Cass City. Zdrojewski recorded a
time of 11:47 to win the 3200-
meter run. Leeson, with a height
of 9’ 6”, was tops in the pole vault.
Zdrojewski also added a time of
5:30 in the 1600-meter run to fin-
ish as the runner-up and accounted
for Cass City’s only other per-
formance included among the top
3 places

Heavy bird. Joshua Stone har-
vested his first turkey while hunt-
ing with his dad, Steve, in the
Deford area. It weighed 27
pounds, had a 10 1/2” double
beard with 1 ½” spurs.
This week’s Schneeberger’s Ath-

lete of the Week award winners
are the Cass City Lady Red Hawk
800 meter relay team members. At
the Ubly Invitational, Red Hawks
Katie Hacker, Miranda Spry,
Haley Wynn and Stephanie Lee-
son captured first place honors
with a time of 1:57.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)
In this week’s “Ask Your Neigh-

bor” column the question was, do
you think Mother’s Day is impor-
tant? Frank Kelly, 85, said
Mother’s Day is significant be-
cause it celebrates the reason why
he is alive, “It’s important to me,”
he said, “I went over and put flow-
ers on my mother’s grave.” Frank
Kelly, originally from Pinnebog,
is a “happy-go-lucky” person that
enjoys hunting, fishing, golf and
“chasing women.” 
Cass City sophomore Lukas Var-

ney is this week’s recipient of
Schneeberger’s Athlete of the
Week honor. Varney was a double
winner Friday at the Akron-Fair-
grove Invitational, helping the
Red Hawks to a third place team
finish. Also a member of the Red
Hawk varsity baseball team, Var-
ney won the 800-meter run with a
time of 2.07.58 and the 1600-
meter run in 4.47.43. Lukas is the
son of Kathy and Ben Varney. 

25 YEARS AGO (1992)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Profit of

Palmetto, Ha., formerly of Cass
City, will celebrate their golden
wedding anniversary May 11.
They were married at the Central
Methodist Church in Detroit by
the Rev. Shirley Johnson May 11,
1942. They have 4 children: Sally
Meyer of Kalamazoo, Robert Jr.
of Caro, Miles of Granite Falls,
Wash., and Jeff of Abilene, Texas.
They have 3 grandchildren. The
couple will host a coffee hour at
Country Lakes Village May 9.
Lisa K. Peters, daughter of David

and Sandra Peters, Gagetown, has
been named “student of the
month” at Owen-Gage High
School for the month of April. A
senior, Peters has been involved in
a number of activities and groups
during her high school career, in-
cluding band, Students Against
Drunk Driving and French Club.
The class merit chairman also has
been active in athletics, playing
basketball, volleyball and softball.
Peters’ future plans including at-
tending Lake Superior State Uni-
versity, where she plans to major
in fisheries/wildlife management.

Dawn L. Mulrath, daughter of
John and Lois Mulrath of Cass
City, graduated from Central
Michigan University, Mt. Pleas-
ant, Saturday. She earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in business
administration.
While at Central, Mulrath, a 1988
graduate of Cass City High
School, was a member of the
Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority, the
American Society of Quality Con-
trol and the American Production
and Inventory Control Society.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Unionville farmer Barry Sting re-
loads his 12-row planter in a field
south of Bay City-Forestville
Road, about a mile west of Gage-
town. He started planting 300
acres of sugar beets, half his and
half belonging to a cousin, Mon-
day of last week and finished Fri-
day.

Social networking sites have the potential to do a lot of good, but like
anything else, humans tend to louse them up by selfishly expressing
themselves out of anger, hate, self-pity, etc.

Fortunately, the good still comes through sometimes.
Take this Facebook post attributed to Ashley C. Ford’s Twitter account

but re-posted on The Cannavist Mom’s page on Facebook: “Wanna give
back? Call your local schools and ask to pay off overdue lunch accounts
for kids,” the post read. “Kids have bigger worries than whether or not
they’re able to eat or not that day.”

It’s a simple suggestion, one that a Cass City area woman recently
took to heart, prompting her to “pay it forward” by tracking down Cass
City Public Schools Food Service Director Shari Bock and handing her
$500 to apply towards some youngsters’ delinquent lunch accounts.
“It was a very generous donation,” Bock said, noting the gift has been

used to eliminate the lunch program debt of students from a dozen fam-
ilies.

I’d love to share the donor’s name, but I can’t, because I don’t know
who it is. Like the spirit behind her gift, the woman’s compassion and
generosity were extended without a desire for recognition or anything
else.
Talk about really paying it forward.
The gift not only lightened the load for some families, it also bright-

ened the day for Bock, who along with school Supt. Jeff Hartel has
earned a reputation for ensuring youngsters don’t go without lunch –
or face the humiliation that comes with being unable to afford some-
thing as basic as nutrition.

Towards that end, kids who accumulate more than $25 in lunch pro-
gram debt in Cass City receive an alternative lunch regardless of their
families’ ability to erase the debt.

Bock feels that part of the problem is that many parents dismiss the
idea of applying for free or reduced meals for their kids at the beginning
of the school year because they are able to afford the cost at that time.

“They start out the year and everything is going fine. Then there is a
change, someone loses a job,” said Bock, who encourages families to
apply for free and reduced lunches whenever the need arises. “We’ll
take that application anytime,” she said, adding the cost can really add
up, especially for parents who are sending two or three children and
paying $2.50 a day per child for school lunches.

There’s no shame in applying. In fact, families who do are in good
company; roughly half of the students at both Cass City Elementary
School and Cass City Junior-Senior High School come from families
that qualify for meal price breaks.

And if you’re behind on paying for your kids’ school meals, you’re
not alone, either. School officials say the current combined lunch debt
stands at about $4,000. In the past, the district simply carried over that
debt from one year to the next, but a new law requires schools to cover
any red ink at the end of each fiscal year.

Of course, the more important story here is the children and families
who are struggling. Fortunately, their ranks have been thinned a bit lo-
cally for now, thanks to a generous, anonymous gift.
That’s the sort of caring in action that reminds us that there are some

really wonderful folks in our community, people who do more than lend
lip service to those who are less fortunate or are temporarily having a
tough time making ends meet in spite of their best efforts to take care
of their own families.
The thought is heartbreaking for any parent to ponder, right? And not

just because children these days have bigger worries than wondering if
they’ll be able to eat lunch on any given day.
So…wanna give back? You’re welcome to call Bock’s office number

at (989) 872-5729. I can guarantee she would love to hear from you.

Dr. Green will be practicing den-
tistry with Dr. R. Paul Chappel at
6240 Hill St., Cass City. He will
begin accepting patients the first
week of June. He and his wife,
Marilyn will reside near Kingston.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  
Several area students have been

recognized for scholastic achieve-
ments at Ferris State College and
Central Michigan University. At
CMU, Larry Kenneth Seale of
Cass City, a sophomore, and Lynn
Marie Bilicki of Deford, a fresh-
man, were named to the scholastic
honors list. At Ferris, Larry R,
Hughes, a sophomore in com-
merce, and Gary W, Miller, a jun-
ior in pharmacy, were named to
the dean’s list. Both students come
from Cass City. Steven L. Kehoe
of Gagetown, sophomore, Techni-
cal and Applied Arts, also made
the list. To qualify for listing at
both schools, students must have
earned a B or better average for
the semester.

Although the trampoline has
been in use at Cass City School
for just about a semester, members
of the physical education depart-
ment say that it already has proven
to be a very useful addition to the
facilities. Used by both boys and
girls, the unit has proven popular
with both Mrs. John Fahrner and
Mrs. John Bifoss, who are both
enthusiastic about its possibilities
for the girls. It is surprising how
much that the girls learned in the
six short weeks that we used the
trampoline in connection with our
tumbling course, Mrs. Fahrner re-
ported..

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Merchant
announced this week that they
were celebrating the operation of
the bakery under their manage-
ment with a grand opening Satur-
day. An unusual aspect of the
event will be that the concern will
also mark 30 years serving Cass
City at the same time. Free flow-
ers will be given to the ladies and
bakery specials will be used to
thank the customers, the Mer-
chants said.

Miss Betty Kennedy of Decker
won the washer given away by
Schneeberger’s in Cass City this
week when she broke a tie in a
“count the bubbles” contest with
the following essay: WASH A
FARMER CLEAN. Winning a
washer is much cheaper than buy-
ing one, especially when you are
just setting up housekeeping. I
particularly would like to win a
washer since I plan to live on a
farm; and as everyone knows, no
one gets any dirtier than a farmer,
especially one who has pigs.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Holm of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment and coming marriage of
their daughter, Miss Barbara Lor-
raine, to Nelson Maillette, of Bay
City. The couple will speak their
vows May 16 at St. Joseph’s
Church in Bay City. The Rev. Fr.
George Vincent will chant the
nuptial mass. 

Francis Elliott of Bay City and
Leonard Elliott of Ubly, sons of
Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Elliott, of Cass
City, have purchased a grocery
store at Ubly. The former owner
was M. D. Hartt, who was en-
gaged in the same business in
Cass City for many years. Mr.
Hartt has accepted a position in
the McLellan Creamery in Cass
City.

Bruce Stine of Pontiac, with his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Stine, of Cass City, and Miss
Roberta Romig of Ubly, spent the
weekend with Harrison Stine at
Fort Knox, Kentucky, where he is
attending school.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

Fire destroyed the Vassar high
school Sunday morning. The
cause of the blaze is unknown. It
was well under way in the base-
ment when discovered. The loss is
$40,000, with only $10,000 insur-
ance.   Hugh Gardner, timekeeper
at the building operations of the
Hires Condensed Milk Co.’s
plant, left Cass City Monday to lo-
cate a car of steel which had been
lost in transit from Youngstown,
Ohio. Mr. Gardner located the car
at Fostoria, Ohio, a short distance
out of Cleveland Wednesday and
Supt. Godfrey hopes to have it
here within a few days.   

Three sisters, whose ages total
248 years, spent April 26 together
at the home of Mrs. Hattie Jones,
who is 84 years old. Joining her at
Drayton Plains were Mrs. Rachel
Wright, 83, of Cass City and Mrs.
Nida DuBois, 81, of Drayton
Plains. Mrs. Elmer Francis took
her mother, Mrs. Wright, to Dray-
ton Plains for the day.
Hills & Dales births: April 28, to

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Seeley of
Cass City, a boy, Timothy John;
April 28, to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald
Brady of Cara, a boy, Ronald Eu-
gene Jr.; and April 29, to Mr. and
Mrs. Glenn Guilds of Cass City, a
girl, Sheila Elizabeth.

Patrick J. Roberts, son of
Bernard and Florence Roberts of
Ruth, has been awarded a special
scholarship under the 1982 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program,
Sons and daughters of employees
of corporate sponsors of the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program,
including General Cable Co., are
eligible for the awards. Patrick’s
father is employed at General
Cable in Cass City.

Cass City Cub Scouts cleaned
the village park April 21 in con-
junction with Keep America
Beautiful Day. Among those in-
volved in the effort were Joey
Spencer, Steven Tuckey, Eric
Wachterhauser and Brian Ypma.
Lori Ann Teichman of Cass City

has been named to the dean’s list
for the winter term at Northwest-
ern Michigan College, Traverse
City, The dean’s honor list in-
cludes the names of full-time stu-
dents who have achieved a grade
point average of 3.5 or above out
of a possible 4.0.
Displaying the Robert Young tro-

phy for the best combined time for
boys and girls in the 4-mile relay
are the thinclads that won the
honor for Cass City from among
13 schools. Members are Lorie
Hurley, Carrie Lautner, Susie
Sheldon, Renae Stimpfel, Greg
Bliss, Scott Hobart, Randy Hicks
and Kevin Bliss.

40 YEARS AGO (1977)
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Auten of

Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter Darlene
Debra to Ruble Riggs Bedford,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bed-
ford of Royal Oak. The bride-elect
is currently employed as a recep-
tionist at Hills and Dales General
Hospital. The prospective bride-
groom is presently in the U.S.
Army, stationed in Texas. An Aug.
13 wedding is being planned.

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Dorman of
Snover were Mother’s Day Sun-
day dinner guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Lyle Schember and family in Cass
City. Renee Schember sprained
her ankle April 30 and is still on
crutches.

Harlan Hobart, Gagetown, was
honored for his long service to the
Michigan Producers Dairy Com-
pany at a luncheon held Tuesday,
May 3, at the Bavarian Inn,
Frankenmuth. The Michigan
Dairy Memorial and Scholarship
Foundation will receive a contri-
bution of $1,000 from the com-
pany in honor of Hobart in
appreciation for his services to the
cooperative. Hobart’s name will
be added to the foundation’s
honor roll in the Anthony Hall
Conference Room at Michigan
State University.

Clare Comment, Charmont
Lanes owner, receives an appreci-
ation plaque from Doug Blasius,
chairman of the bowling tourna-
ment for handicapped students,
following last week’s Region X
Special Olympics tourney held in
Cass City. An estimated 240 stu-
dents from three counties took
part in the tourney. Winners will
advance to state competition.

Robert F. Green, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Allison Green of Kingston,
recently was awarded a doctor of
dental surgery degree from the
University of Michigan School of
Dentistry. Prior to enrolling at the
U of M, he completed his preden-
tal requirements at Central Michi-
gan University and Michigan
State University. He attended
Kingston Community Schools be-
fore moving to Lansing in 1965
where he graduated from Waverly
High School in 1970. While at-
tending dental school, he served
as treasurer of the Jonathan Taft
Honorary Dental Society. Upon
graduation, he became a member
of the American Dental Associa-
tion. Following a brief vacation,
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than they charge medical insurers or Medicaid and
Medicare for exactly the same service.
Considering the problems with Michigan’s auto insur-

ance system, one might wonder why nothing has
changed. After all, each lawmaker has thousands of con-
stituents who are harmed by these steep premiums.
The answer to this riddle is what economists call “con-

centrated benefits and diffuse costs.” The status quo pro-
vides concentrated benefits to medical providers,
attorneys and accident victims, and they will spend sig-
nificant resources lobbying the Legislature to protect
these benefits.

The costs, meanwhile, are diffuse, paid by drivers all
across the state. Diverse and unorganized, drivers’
voices are easily drowned out by the loud, coordinated
and well-funded voices of those who defend the status
quo. 
It’s time to admit that our no-fault auto insurance sys-

tem has largely failed. As a result of court rulings, it has
strayed from its original purpose and its promised ben-
efits have not materialized. For the sake of Michigan
drivers, policy makers need to overhaul it and make our
state competitive again.

Continued from page three.

It’s time to reform auto
insurance in Michigan

employs a trained forensic inter-
viewer and was established to re-
duce the trauma young victims
face in the wake of such crimes,
while also providing investigators
the information they need to
quickly track down and arrest of-

bor Beach were walking east in
the eastbound lane of M-53, ap-
proximately 600 feet west of
Thomas Road,” Hanson reported.
“According to another pedestrian
companion, 41-year-old Christo-
pher M. Harder of Elkton, who
was walking some distance be-
hind the two, a lighter colored
eastbound SUV came up from be-
hind and impacted with both. The
vehicle then stopped but contin-
ued on to Thomas Road, then left
the area southbound.

“Unfortunately Ms. Peruski lost

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Brigham pleads in abduction, assault
fenders.

Following his arrest and initial
appearances in court, Brigham
was ordered to undergo a forensic
psychiatric evaluation to deter-
mine if he was competent to stand
trial for the alleged abduction and
rape.

Tuscola County District Judge

Kim Glaspie ordered him to un-
dergo a mental evaluation and
criminal responsibility evaluation
at the Center for Forensic Psychi-
atry in Ypsilanti, where he was
deemed capable of assisting with
his defense and could be held
criminally responsible for his ac-
tions.

Wendorf prison-bound for lengthy term

Huron woman dies in hit, run accident
the county jail.
“Accident investigators from our

office processed the scene and
were assisted by the Huron
County Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice. As of press time, an autopsy
is being scheduled,” he said.

At about 6:40 a.m., a motorist
contacted Huron Central Dispatch
and reported that an SUV was
parked on Munford Road, near M-
19, in Bingham Township, with a
sole occupant sitting in the back
seat.

“Our deputies responded and de-
termined that SUV was the acci-
dent vehicle, as well as the
21-year-old male occupant from
Bad Axe was the accident driver,”
Hanson said. “The Mercury
Mountaineer SUV was then im-
pounded and the driver was taken
to Huron Medical Center for a re-
quested blood test.”

The suspect, whose name was
not immediately released, was
subsequently arrested and lodged
in the county jail on felony related
charges that include leaving the
scene of an accident resulting in a
death.

her life to the accident and was
pronounced dead at the scene,”
Hanson said. “Ms. Herron was
taken to the Huron Medical Cen-
ter and later flown out to an out-
of-county hospital with serious
injuries.

“From statements Mr. Harder
made, it’s believed the trio had set
out to stargaze from a nearby res-
idence where Ms. Peruski was re-
siding. It’s also appearing alcohol
played a role with the three,”
added the sheriff, who noted that
due to an outstanding out-of-
county warrant for Harder, he was
taken into custody and lodged in

ufacturing a coconut toothpaste as an alternative to the increasing pop-
ularity of “coconut oil pulling” – swishing a tablespoon of coconut oil
in the mouth — a practice known for detoxifying and cleansing teeth
and gums, making them whiter while reducing inflammation and even
halitosis.

The Whites have spent many hours working with YEA mentors and
consultants while developing what they’re calling CocoBright All Nat-
ural Coconut Oil Toothpaste, which they plan to manufacture, package
and sell under the name of the company – Jackal and Fox — they
formed.

Last month they presented their business plan to a panel of investors
as part of a YEA competition. Those individuals were not only im-
pressed enough to name the Whites winners of the contest, making them
eligible to compete at the next level in New York for the chance to earn
the title of top teen entrepreneurs in the country, they also agreed to in-
vest about $900 in their toothpaste venture.
“The product idea came to us when our mother made her own coconut

oil toothpaste two weeks before her dental visit. The dentist said her
teeth and gums looked better than ever and that it was from the coconut
oil toothpaste,” said Daniel White, who serves as CEO of Jackal and
Fox and oversees the company’s sales, distribution channels and human
resources.

“We tried to buy some locally and couldn’t find any, and the options
online were limited. We also discovered over 100,000 people per month
in Michigan were searching for coconut oil toothpaste online,” he
added.
“So, we decided to make our own commercial toothpaste using the in-

gredients in our mother’s recipe. We consulted with two microbiologists
to obtain a consistency and flavor that would appeal to the market,”
Daniel continued, noting one of the biggest challenges was to find a
way to stabilize the coconut oil, which solidifies in cooler temperatures
and becomes “super oily” in warmer temperatures.
In the process of solving that problem, Daniel added, the new product

can be used without fear of the coconut oil clogging drains.
Joseph, who serves as chief operating officer of Jackal and Fox and is

in charge of the firm’s financials, quality control and supply chain, noted
CocoBright will be sold in tube form and priced at $2 to $4 per ounce,
similar to other online products. “However, CocoBright beats the com-
petition with non-GMO and organic ingredients and it doesn’t clog
drains,” he said.

“We’ve already seen early interest before the launch, (and) we are in
the process of getting purchase agreements signed with 12 retail stores,”
Joseph added.

The Whites are well on their way in their search for production and
packaging companies, and they would like to keep their business as
local as possible. If the business is successful, they also have plans to
donate some money towards a community center that would cater to
activities for the area’s youth.
That’s a lofty goal, but one the brothers figure isn’t out of reach.
“It’s rare when you can launch a product that already has a proven de-

mand and hardly any competition,” Daniel said. “With over 100,000
searches each month just in Michigan, and people requesting it at retail
stores but there (is) none on the shelves, we know CocoBright is hitting
the market at a critical time when there is a huge demand.”

Continued from page one.

Brothers launching business

scribes as the “exemplary efforts”
of Tuscola County Sheriff’s De-
partment Detective Scott Jones
and Sgt. Michael Mattlin in wrap-
ping up the case.

Reene noted surveillance video
from the business also proved in-
valuable during the investigation.
“Really good work done by the
sheriff’s office – it was a com-
bined effort to complete the iden-
tification,” he added.

“It prevented another victim
from being attacked.”
This wasn’t Wendorf’s first brush

with the law as an accused sex of-
fender.
According to the Michigan Pub-

lic Sex Offender Registry, he was
convicted of first degree criminal
sexual conduct in January 1989 in
Sanilac County Circuit Court.

Details of that case were not
available, but the registry notes
Wendorf is listed as a Tier 3 of-
fender, which includes those con-
victed of rape, attempted rape,
molesting a child under the age of
13 years, and kidnapping a minor,
even if there is no sexual compo-
nent to the crime.

Tier 3 offenders must report to

law enforcement four times a year
for life.  They also face strict re-
porting requirements, including
reporting within three business
days to changes in addresses and
employment, new school enroll-
ment, and the purchase or sale of
a vehicle.  They also must report
email addresses and screen names.
In addition to his criminal sexual

conduct conviction, Wendorf pre-
viously was convicted on charges
of assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) in
Sanilac County District Court in
May 1985, and in Tuscola County
Circuit Court in July 1985.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Troopers from the Michigan State Police post in Caro are continuing
their investigation into a fatal traffic crash that claimed the life of a Mis-
sissippi woman early last week in Tuscola County’s Wells Township.
According to reports, troopers were dispatched to the scene of the two-

vehicle head-on collision – on M-46 near Shaw Road – at about 5 p.m.
Monday.

The drivers involved were Ronald Godin, 26, of Caro, and Kimberly
Callahan, 44, of Cleveland, Miss. Godin was transported to an area hos-
pital for treatment of his injuries. Callahan was pronounced dead at the
scene.

No other information has been released,
Troopers were assisted by Caro MMR, Kingston Fire and Rescue,

Mayville EMS and the Caro Fire Department.

Troopers investigate fatality
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THE FINAL RED Hawk Award of Excellence

recipients for the 2016-17 school year, honored

during last week’s regular Cass City Board of

Education, are Ali Learman, a third grade stu-

dent, and high school freshman Leevy

Matthews.

Learman, Matthews
Hawk award winners

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Education recently honored the final re-
cipients of the district’s coveted Red Hawk Award of Excellence for
the 2016-17 school year.
They are Ali Learman, a third grade student, and high school fresh-

man Leevy Matthews.
During the months of October, December, February and April, each

school building staff is asked to nominate students for the award in
order to recognize students for leadership, service, outstanding be-
havior, excellent academic performance, being most improved or
other accomplishments in or outside of school.
The nominees and their families are then invited to attend a school

board meeting, during which teachers, administrators and the board
members themselves congratulate each winner and present them
with a maroon ribbon and certificate.

Veteran elementary school teacher Kris Milligan nominated Lear-
man, the daughter of Paul and Mayra Learman, for the award.
“Ali is a great student to have in class. She is always trying her best

and is very successful,” Milligan wrote in her nomination letter. “She
likes to be challenged and is willing to work hard to solve problems.
“She is currently working on a goal of breaking the all-time record

for Reading Counts at the elementary level,” Milligan added. “She
figured out how many points she would need to read each month to
beat that score. She knew she was less busy in the winter, so she de-
cided to work above her monthly goal in the winter months.

“Ali has beaten the school record by 200 points and is continuing
to read and add to her score,” she continued, adding that Learman
had reached a total of 1,168 reading points, topping the previous
record of 1,012 points posted by former Cass City student Alex Var-
ney, who is now 25 years old.
“Ali’s personality is so much fun to be around. She sees the humor

in many situations and has a very quick wit about her. It won’t take
long before she will bring a smile to your face,” Milligan said. “(She)
is a friend to all of her classmates. She treats people how she likes
to be treated. She is respectful of others’ feelings and notices if some-
one is having a rough time.
“Ali shows leadership skills that will carry her through many situ-

ations in her life. She will be an asset to any team she works with,”
Milligan added.

High school social studies teacher Sean Zawilinski nominated
Matthews for the Red Hawk award. He is the grandson of William
and Lucille Burns.

“Leevy began his high school career by transferring to Cass City
Junior-Senior High School. He had previously attended Ubly Public
Schools,” Zawilinski noted. “I asked Leevy what motivated him to
come here, and he said there were two important things; the first was
that he had already made friends with students here and wanted to
go to school where they were. The other was that we offer soccer
and bowling teams, and he wanted to join those as well.

“Leevy has a sense of humor that often keeps his friends in
stitches,” she said. “He is willing to help them out whenever they
have questions, whether it is classwork or life. His friendship with
another student has allowed him to get to know a young man in our
school who has limited English-speaking ability. The two of these
young men help the third one feel more comfortable in my class-
room.

“Leevy works hard in school,” Zawilinski said. “He wants good
grades and will work to achieve that goal. As I said earlier, he is will-
ing to help other kids out with classwork or anything they may need.
He is even willing to help me out as well.

“I look forward to watching Leevy grow into a young adult and
I’m glad he’s here in Red Hawk country,” she added.

LOOKING A BIT groggy but other-

wise no worse for the (winter) wear,

a toad emerges from his long winter

nap in a Deford area garden. At left,

gray tree frogs like this one, spotted

on the deck of an area residence, are

common in Michigan and are fre-

quently seen (and heard) as they

gear up for mating season in May.

Among their talents is changing

color to better match their surround-

ings in an effort to avoid being spot-

ted by predators.

Froggin’ around...
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(989) 912-2440

Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726
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e-mail subscriptions 

are only $22/year! 

No matter where
you go... we can
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Getting to know your local businesses

Editor’s note: The Chronicle will
be featuring area business’ in a
special series for our readers to
get to know what opportunities
they have to shop and be served
locally. 

Please remember to support our local businesses and shop local.

Make sure to check out future editions for more 

business  feature stories. If you’re a business and

would like to be featured, please contact 

Krysta at (989) 872-2010

The purchase of a home is the
largest investment a person can
make, so it is important to not
only buy a home that is comfort-
able, but also to have a trusted
agent help with the process.

Kelly & Company Realty, 6451
Main St., Cass
City, has been
helping people
find their ideal
home for more
than three
decades as well
as making the
process of
home owner-
ship as easy as
possible.
Owner-Broker

Kelly W. Smith
and his staff of sales professionals
have been helping people find the
home of their dreams and match-
ing businesses with profitable
Thumb locations for almost 35
years.

Smith opened the Cass City lo-

cation in 1985 with a “promise” to
provide the citizens of the town
and the Thumb with personal
service as well as to be a good
community citizen.
Because he kept that promise, his

business grew. In the 90’s he saw
a need to take that promise of
service with integrity to the grow-
ing Sebewaing area, expanding
coverage and service with his dis-
tinctive white and green KELLY
& COMPANY” signs.
“As members of the Rural Multi-

L i s t i n g
S e r v i c e ,
along with
other MLS
s y s t e m s ,
we can ac-
cess any
h o m e
(even our
c o m p e t i -
tors) insur-
ing the
a t t en t ion
you de-

serve.
“We also will list and sell HUD

(Housing and Urban Develop-
ment) homes,” said Smith. “Our
tireless real estate professionals
are available to sell your home or
business or find your dream home

or business. When buying or sell-
ing, your first call should be to
Kelly & Company Realty.”

Kelly & Company Realty offers
listings of properties, does show-
ings and advertising, does a mar-
ket analysis and handles sales of
homes, farms, acreage, cottages,
businesses and commercial, and
also coordinates rentals.

“Full time agents from both of-
fices are ready to serve all of your
real estate needs in Tuscola,
Huron and Sanilac counties with
the integrity, professionalism and
customer satisfaction that you’ve
come to expect from the Kelly &
Company team of real estate pro-
fessionals,” said Smith noting,
“We are the action company!

“Our tireless real estate profes-
sionals are available to sell your
dream home or business or to help
you find your dream home or
business. Whether buying or sell-
ing, the first call should be to
Kelly & Company Realty.”

Along with Smith, agents are
Holly Cooper, Jean Board, Dale
Churchill, Ed & Pam LaBelle,
Cari Russell, Diane Scott, Kim
Donovan, Joey Kreeger, Earl
Volmering, Jennifer Klein, Jenny
Zawilinski, Sue Wiese, Ron Bolz-
man, Mike and Beth McGee,
Eileen Fahl, Deb Heilig and Bon-
nie Haley in accounting and book-
keeping.

Kelly & Company Reality is
open M-F: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. & Sat:
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, call the
Cass City office (989)872-2248 or
the Sebewaing office at (989) 883-
2248, or the Website: 
www.kellyandcompanyrealty.com
or email 
kellycorealty@gmail.com.

KELLY & CO REALTY, located at the corner

of Main and Leach Street downtown Cass City,

offers home buyers and sellers an ideal location

to stop in for all your realestate needs.

Smith celebrates nearly 35 years selling homes in the Thumb area


