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Twister!
Time to focus on preparations
for severe weather; officials
gearing up for siren testing

Chase Winter Shaede Perzanowski

Winter, Perzanowski top Class of 2017

SPRING HAS sprung in the Thumb, with thousands of hunters gearing

up to celebrate with a rite of spring in Michigan – turkey hunting. This

year’s hunting dates begin Monday, April 17, with sportsman who suc-

cessfully applied for a license or were able to purchase a leftover tag al-

lowed to harvest one male turkey, like this tom photographed in the

Deford area Saturday afternoon. (Related photos, page 8) 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School officials Friday announced
the top graduates in the Class of
2017.
Leading this year’s class is Vale-

dictorian Chase Winter, while
Shaede Perzanowski earned salu-
tatorian honors.
Winter, the son of Kirk and Lisa

Winter, earned a cumuluative
grade point average of 4.07. He
has been involved in a host of ac-
tivities during his high school ca-
reer, including the National Honor

Please turn to page 16.

Library to host Cass
River group tonight 

Free naloxone kits, training
to “save lives, spread hope”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron Behavioral Health offi-
cials are looking to put a life-sav-
ing drug into the hands of family
members and friends of a loved
one who may be at risk for an opi-
oid overdose, whether they are
taking a doctor-prescribed med-
ication or abusing a prescription
or illicit drug.
The agency is gearing up to host

a naloxone training session open
to the public Tuesday, April 25,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the be-
havioral health building located
behind the Huron County Health
Department in Bad Axe.

According to Ruth
Schwendinger, prevention spe-
cialist with Huron Behavioral
Health, participants who undergo
a 30-minute training session will
receive a free naloxone kit.
Schwendinger explained the kits

are designed for use on individu-
als taking opioids as prescribed by
a doctor, those with a history of
opioid abuse, and individuals who
are abusing prescription or other
opioids.

“This is a non-judgmental, life-
saving, hope-spreading training
for individuals at risk of an over-
dose and those who care for
them,” she said. “Really (we’re

trying) to help save lives with this
program and spread a little hope
to families and caretakers of those
at risk.”

Naloxone is a medication called
an “opioid antagonist” that is used
to counter the effects of opioid
overdose involving morphine or
heroin, for example. Specifically,
naloxone is used to counteract
life-threatening depression of the
central nervous system and respi-
ratory system, allowing an over-
dose victim to breathe normally. 

“This will be our third open
training event. We have distrib-
uted over 40 overdose reversal
kits to trained individuals,”
Schwendinger said, adding the
Huron County agency has been
able to offer the kits at no cost – at
least so far – thanks to a grant
from the Mid-State Health Net-
work.
The effort is in response to what

Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC) officials de-
scribe as a deadly drug overdose
trend that has reached epidemic
proportions in this country.
In 2015 more than 52,000 people

died from a drug overdose. Of
those, 33,091 (63.1 percent) in-
volved a prescription or illicit opi-
oid. Since 2000, more than
300,000 Americans have lost their
lives to an opioid overdose, ac-
cording to the CDC.

“Too many Americans are feel-
ing the devastation of the opioid
crisis either from misuse of pre-
scription opioids or use of illicit
opioids,” said CDC Director Tom
Frieden, M.D., M.P.H. “Urgent
action is needed to help health
care providers treat pain safely
and treat opioid use disorder ef-
fectively, support law enforce-
ment strategies to reduce the
availability of illicit opiates, and
support states to develop and im-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

When it comes to spring weather in Michigan, the only certainty is
uncertainty.

Tuscola County Office of Emergency Management Coordinator
Steven Anderson is all too familiar with that reality, which is why he is
reminding residents that it’s time once again to prepare for the worst
Mother Nature can dish out in the coming weeks.

The threat of
damaging thun-
derstorms and
tornadoes each
summer is behind
Michigan Severe
Weather Aware-
ness Week, set
for April 16-22
this year.

“Tuscola
County will be
participating in
the Michigan
Statewide Tor-

nado Siren Drill, which will be held Wednesday, April 19, at 1 p.m.,”
said Anderson, who is also a Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputy. “Along
with the outdoor warning siren test,” he added, “Tuscola County Central
Dispatch will also be testing the RAVE/Smart911 notification system.
We encourage everyone to please sign up for this service at
www.smart911.com.”
“Tornadoes can develop rapidly, with little or no warning,” Anderson

noted. “Due to their unpredictable nature, we must be ready well in ad-
vance.  We’re asking residents and businesses to take a few extra steps
during the week to ensure they’re prepared and safe.”
In conjunction with the observation, fire departments and first respon-

ders throughout Tuscola County are preparing by asking community
members to participate in a statewide tornado drill slated for April 19.
Area fire departments will continue to test their tornado sirens on the

first Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. through October.
A tornado warning is announced with a two-minute blast.  The all-

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Area residents interested in taking an active role in protecting and en-
hancing recreational opportunities along the Cass River can learn more
about how to get involved during a meeting tonight (Wednesday) in
Cass City.

Representatives of the Cass River Greenway Committee will be on
hand at Rawson Memorial District Library from 7 to 8:30 p.m. to pres-
ent a program focusing on the group’s past, current and future activi-
ties.

The discussion will include plans for this year’s annual Cass River
Clean-up Project set to be hosted by Cass City this summer. According
to Cass River Greenway volunteer and Cass City resident Nancy Bar-
rios, the project, hosted by Caro in 2016, involves organizing volunteers
who will be spending a few hours collecting tires and other trash tossed
into the river.

“Typically what happens is we have crews that are assigned to a par-
ticular spot,” Barrios explained, adding the starting point will be at the
Cass City Wastewater Treatment Plant. Volunteers, equipped with ca-
noes, are scheduled to clean up sections of the river both east and west
of the plant June 10. “The people that live along the river have been

Please turn to page 7.

Band-aids not keeping up
with the need at county jail

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A band-aid approach to fixing infrastructure issues at the Tuscola
County jail has failed to adequately resolve a host of issues.

Tuscola County commissioners approved receiving request for bids
from general contractors in January to remove and replace existing
water piping and plumbing fixtures; and remove and replace/finish ex-
isting construction — walls, floors, ceilings, etc. — as needed to access
the plumbing fixtures.

The Ripman Company was hired in March to tackle $187,190 worth
of water issues at the jail.
“There was sewer backup in the basement where victim services, and

the IT have offices. This is not the first time this has backed up and will
not be resolved with the current plumbing project,” said Sheriff Glen
Skrent.

Also, commissioners requested bids for air conditioning. Newton-
Johnson Plumbing and Heating was hired for $4,732 to do the air-con-
ditioning project for the jail’s multi-purpose room.

“Besides the backup last week that left a large wet spot in carpeting,
there appears to be a roof leak that continuously causes issues,” said
Skrent. “The wall by my office in the hallway has problems. They fix
it and it reoccurs. I think its water damage.”

While the plumbing is currently being redone and asbestos removed,
there are many more issues that need to be addressed, according to the
sheriff.

Please turn to page 7.

Wishing you a

Happy 
Easter!
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UBLY ELEMENTARY School students named

local winners in a recent Knights of Columbus

Spelling Bee competition are (left to right) Jax-

son Susalla, fifth grade; Gabrielle Bukoski, sixth

grade; and Kara Morell, fourth grade.

The Friends of Rawson Memo-
rial District Library are gearing up
for a couple of special events this
spring, including an outing to the
“Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition”
at the Sloan Museum, with a trip
to the Flint Farmers’ Market Tues-
day, May 16.

Participants will leave Cass City
(Nick’s restaurant parking lot) at
10 a.m. and return to town at
about 5:45 p.m. The cost is $60
per person.

The Titanic exhibit welcomes
visitor on a trip back in time to
1912 as they receive a replica
boarding pass of an actual passen-
ger aboard the ill-fated ship. They
then experience a chronological
journey through the life of the Ti-
tanic, moving through the ship’s
construction, to life on board, to
the sinking and amazing artifact
rescue efforts that followed.

“Marvel at the re-created rooms
and press your palms against an
iceberg while learning of count-
less stories of heroism and hu-
manity,” a description of the
exhibit reads. “In the memorial
gallery, you will take your board-
ing pass to the memorial wall and
discover whether your passenger
and traveling companions sur-
vived or perished. Join the more
than 40 million people who have
seen this powerful exhibition in
major museums worldwide.”

The Flint Farmers’ Market,
meanwhile, is a year-round public
market with 50 vendors inside a
building that features several pro-
duce vendors, meat market, poul-
try, breads and baked goods,
cheese, a wine shop, an art gallery,
a café, Middle Eastern and Mexi-
can groceries, and many unique
gifts. On the outside from May
through October, there are 25 pro-
duce and flower vendors in the
pavilion, and on Saturdays, they
add 15 to 20 arts and crafts ven-
dors to that list.

Call Gail Smith at (989) 872-
3121 to sign up. 
In addition to the upcoming trip,

the Friends of Rawson Memorial
District Library are gearing up for
their annual flower sale featuring
hanging baskets, potted flowers,
and flats of flowers and vegetable
plants.

Order forms are available at the
library and must be returned along
with payment by Monday, May 8.
All proceeds will benefit Rawson
Memorial District Library.
For more information or to place

an order, call the library at (989)
872-2856.

Library friends
planning trip
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

A non-white world is good

nearly daily to plow me out, I started to worry my
entire income tax refund would go towards paying
the plow bill.

Between the one storm and the wind that came
with it, there were six-foot drifts in the drive. I had
to hire the largest John Deere tractor with a bucket
I could find to dig me out.  It took nearly three
hours to clear about 100 feet.

Like I said… I hate cold. I hate winter. I hate
white.

That mantra kept going through my head as I
watched the first batch of snowflakes flutter down
during the first storm during that winter. Although
I didn’t realize just how bad that winter was going
to turn out to be, I was bummed and despondent at
the prospect of another winter.
As I moped about the coming months of a white

world, my five-year-old friend whom I watched
over the weekend woke up. The patter of little feet
soon became an all-out run. She leaped over the
step-down into the living room and ran to the pic-
ture window.
“Mary, it’s snowing!” her high pitched little girl’s

voice explained in excitement.
It made me realize life is a matter of perspective.

At about four-foot tall, I guess winter and snow can
be magical.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY
AT 6550 MAIN STREET, CASS
CITY, MICHIGAN, by Clarke Haire,
publisher.

Periodical postage paid at Cass City,
Michigan 48726. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to CASS CITY CHRONICLE, P.O.
BOX 115, CASS CITY, MI 48726.

National Advertising Representative,
Michigan Weekly Newspapers, Inc.,
257 Michigan Avenue, East Lansing,
Michigan.

For information regarding newspaper
advertising and commercial and job
printing, telephone: (989) 872-2010.

6550 Main Street

P.O. Box 115

Cass City, MI 48726

Phone: (989) 872-2010 

Fax: (989) 872-3810

Email: chronicle@ccchronicle.net

News Staff
Clarke Haire

Publisher
clarke@ccchronicle.net

Tom Montgomery
Editor

tom@ccchronicle.net
Krysta Boyce

Sr. Sales Executive
sales@ccchronicle.net

chronicle@ccchronicle.net
Deb Severance

Composition
Mary Drier

Freelance Writer, Columnist
Tina Pallas
Columnist

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department is in the
process of raising money to purchase a drone, and North-
star Bank is helping out by gearing up to host various
fundraisers in the coming weeks, starting with a candy
bar sale at its Caro branch, 1100 E. Caro Rd.
“The size and cost of the drone will be determined after

the fundraising is completed,” Sheriff Glen Skrent said.
“The main purpose of the drone is to assist in locating
missing persons/children and obtaining aerial views/pho-
tography of accident scenes. The drone could also be used
to assess property/structural damage in the event of a nat-
ural disaster,” he explained.

**********

Rawson Memorial District Library officials have an-
nounced the winner of their “Have a Blind Date With a
Book” event, which
encourage patrons to
selected from a special
section of books
wrapped in plain
brown paper – prevent-
ing them from know-
ing if they were getting
a book of fiction or
non-fiction.

Participants were en-
tered in a drawing, and
the winner was Carla
McKimmy, who re-
ceived a $25 gift card
to Olive Garden.

“We had close to 70
books checked out… and about 35 participants,” reported
Jesika Ferris-Struve, the library’s special programming
librarian.

**********

Pinney Foundation President Dave Milligan encourages
any non-profit organization to submit requests for grant
money from the Cass City philanthropic group by Friday,
May 8, to be considered for the local foundation’s annual
endowments, which are presented twice annually. To be
considered, send your written requests to Milligan at
6226 Bay City-Forestville Rd., Cass City, MI 48726, or
via email at dave@milliganfarms.com. More information
is available by contacting Milligan at (989) 872-2937.

**********

National Arbor Day is Friday, April 28, this year, and
the Arbor Day Foundation is making it easy for anyone
to celebrate the annual tree-planting holiday. Join the
Foundation in April and receive 10 free shade trees.

By joining the Foundation in April, new members re-
ceive the following trees: red oak, sugar maple, weeping
willow, baldcypress, thornless honeylocust, pin oak, river
birch, tuliptree, silver maple, and red maple.

The free trees are part of the Foundation’s Trees for
America campaign.

“These trees provide shade in the summer and vibrant
colors throughout the fall,” said Matt Harris, chief exec-
utive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Through the simple
act of planting trees, one person can make a difference in
helping to create a healthier and more beautiful planet for
all of us to enjoy.”
The trees will be shipped postpaid with enclosed plant-

ing instructions at the right time for planting in April or
May. The 6- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed to grow or
they will be replaced free of charge.
To become a member of the Foundation and receive the

free trees, send a $10 contribution to TEN FREE SHADE
TREES, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Ne-
braska City, NE 68410, by April 30, 2017, or visit arbor-
day.org/april. 

Prevention key to
avoiding poisoning
The best treatment for poisoning is prevention.
Last year, the Michigan Regional Poison Control Center

responded to 72,910 calls related to potential poisonings,
including 66,021 calls involving human exposure.

To raise awareness around the dangers of potentially
poisonous medicines and chemicals, the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is
partnering with the Michigan Regional Poison Control
Center to spread the word about ways to reduce the risk
of an accidental poisoning.

More than two million poisonings are reported each
year to the nation’s poison centers.
According to the American Association of Poison Con-

trol Centers, approximately 90 percent of these accidents
happen at home, and 51 percent of cases involve children
younger than the age of six. The majority of fatal poison-
ings occur among adults, especially older adults.

“By educating Michigan residents about preventative
measures they can take, we can make serious progress in
keeping our environments and loved ones safe,” said
MDHHS Director Nick Lyon. “It’s vital that people arm
themselves with basic information on poison prevention
in the home.”
Lyon recommends that residents take the following pre-

ventative measures to reduce the risk of an accident:
*Keep all chemicals out of sight and reach of children.
*Try to purchase products with child-proof packaging

when available.
*Install safety latches on cabinets and drawers.
*Keep products in their original packaging – do not

store them in food containers.
*Always read product labels and follow directions, in-

cluding those listed for medication dosages.
*Have a working carbon monoxide detector in your

home
*Do not eat or drink while using art products.
In Michigan, 60 percent of the calls received by the

Michigan Regional Poison Control Center involve chil-
dren younger than 19 years of age. Of those pediatric
calls, more than 80 percent of callers were helped to
avoid emergency department visits.
While most poisoning deaths are due to the misuse and

abuse of licit and illicit drugs, poison exposures can in-
volve a vast array of substances and occur in many ways.
In 2014, nearly 80 percent of exposures reported to poi-

son centers involved people who swallowed a substance.
However, people were also exposed through the lungs,
skin, eyes, and other routes. In addition, 57 percent of
human exposures reported to poison centers involved
medications. Other exposures are to household products,
plants, mushrooms, pesticides, animal bites and stings,
carbon monoxide, and various chemicals.
“It often surprises people to learn that anything can be

poisonous when used in the wrong way, in the wrong
amount, or by the wrong person. The good news is that
many poisonings are preventable, and with the experts at
poison centers helping millions of callers each year, our
nation’s poison control system continues to play a crucial
role in keeping Americans safe,” says Krista Osterthaler,
chair of the National Poison Prevention Week Council.

By programming the poison help phone number, (800)
222-1222, into your phone and posting it somewhere vis-
ible in your home, you can be ready in the event that you
or your loved ones need information or experience a poi-
son emergency.

(USPS 092-00)

I’ve written a weekly column for one newspaper
or another for almost 30 years. During that time,
I’ve always been able to come up with an idea for
a column. When all else failed and good ideas
were elusive, a good standby column was com-
plaining about winter.

I hate cold. I hate white. I hate winter!
Michigan is truly a winter wonderland. Each year

I wonder why I live here. A few years ago we had
a really, really bad winter. Weather that winter and
the amount of snow that came with it generated
several columns as I ranted about it.
We had not had a winter that bad in several years,

so when the first snows arrived, the man who
plows my driveway didn’t push the snow too far
back from the driveway. That was a BIG MIS-
TAKE. After one of the storms, it was almost 10
days before the section of country road where I
live was plowed by the road commission.

As snow storm after snow storm hit, it became
impossible to push the snow back further. I had
just enough room where I could wiggle my van in
and out of the garage. For some reason, my drive-
way, which isn’t very long, was the prime area for
drifting.

It basically became a full-time job just keeping
my driveway open. Before winter was half way
over, I became the charity case of the neighbor-
hood. Whenever anyone when by with a plow on
the front of their trucks, they stopped in to plowed
me out.

Each year I pay my plow bill when I get my in-
come tax return. As various trucks stopped in Rabbit Tracks

by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

All invited to attend
Cass River meeting

Editor

I would like to apologize to the village attorney and
Cass City Village Council. I incorrectly stated that a
vote was held during committee of the whole discus-
sions on Feb. 7. After reviewing the council-ap-
proved village minutes, voting was properly held
during the special meeting which followed.
On an entirely separate issue, on Wednesday, April

12, the Cass River Greenway (CRG) will host an in-
formational community presentation at Rawson Me-
morial District Library at 7 p.m. to introduce the
community to the volunteer program efforts of the
CRG group. The program is a kick-off for the 2017
annual Cass River Clean-up project which will be
hosted by the village of Cass City on June 10.

If you are interested in clean water, protecting the
environment, recreational use of our natural rivers
and streams, and natural resources conservation,
please join us to find out more about the CRG vol-
unteer group, its accomplishments and purpose.

The Cass River Greenway group
(www.cassriver.org) is composed of volunteers, mu-
nicipal leaders, communities and townships along the
Cass River from Cass City downstream to Bridge-
port, and strongly supported by federal, state and
county agencies, including the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) – Water Resources
Division, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Saginaw
Bay RC & D, Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy, U-
M Flint – Outreach, Saginaw Area Storm Water Au-
thority, Saginaw and Tuscola county conservation
districts, Tuscola County Road Commission, Sagi-
naw Bay CISMA and the Nature Conservancy.
Their goals include:
*Developing recreational opportunities on the Cass

River and its corridor, with an assistance grant from
the National Park Service, they and several partners
will develop a plan to qualify for National Water
Trail status.

*Encouraging preservation of wildlife habitat and
critical natural lands.
*Improving water quality of the Cass River.
We invite interested students, environmental and

scout groups, business leaders, land owners and area
residents to join us at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 12, at
Rawson Memorial District Library.

Nancy Barrios,
CRG volunteer
Cass City

Carla McKimmy
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Ronnie J. Wood, 28, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of
marijuana, subsequent offense,
Jan. 23 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was con-
tinued at $4,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of
the sheriff’s department. Sentenc-
ing is to be scheduled.

*Lindsay M. Sinclair-Tank, 21,
Mayville, pleaded guilty to
charges of falsely reporting a
felony (unlawfully driving away
an automobile), operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence
of liquor, and failure to report an
accident Feb. 23-24 in Elkland
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $1,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jeffrey D. Cline, 55, Flint,
pleaded guilty to larceny from a
person, larceny in a building and
stealing/retaining a financial
transaction device without con-
sent of the device-holder Dec. 16
in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Brent A. Gross, 25, Caro,
pleaded no contest to assault with
intent to do great bodily harm less
than murder Dec. 29 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Michael P. Vanblaricum, 40,
Croswell, pleaded guilty to pos-
session of a controlled substance,
second offense, Oct. 22, 2014, in
Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $15,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*David E. Lyons, 28, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to three counts
of assaulting, resisting or obstruct-
ing a police officer Dec. 30 in
Millington Township. He was also
convicted of being an habitual of-
fender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Nicole M. Gonzalez, 28,

Decker, pleaded guilty to a charge
of home invasion, second degree,
April 16 in Kingston Township.
She was also convicted of being
an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $4,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Robert J. Norman, 55,
Mayville, pleaded guilty to oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under
the influence of liquor, third of-
fense, and no contest to assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
officer June 28, 2015, in Indian-
fields Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at
$4,000 and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
*Austin David-Thomas Nielsen,

19, Flint, was sentenced to 18
years and nine months to 30 years
in prison following his pleas of no
contest to three counts of criminal
sexual conduct, first degree, in-
volving a victim under the age of
13 years between Jan. 1 and June
10 in Vassar Township.
He was also ordered to pay court

costs and fines totaling $394.
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����		�� Couple, son among drug suspects
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The Sanilac County Drug Task
Force arrested a couple and their
adult son along with a fourth sus-
pect in conjunction with a drug
trafficking investigation in Mar-
lette last Wednesday.

According to drug task force Di-
rector Jim Johnson, the arrests
took place after officers served a
search warrant at about 9:30 p.m.

at a residence in the 3100 block of
Lamont Street.

“The search warrant was issued
based on investigation into illegal
narcotic use/sales,” Johnson ex-
plained, adding the search turned
up a small amount of suspect
heroin, crack cocaine and mari-
juana.

“Four individuals — a 62-year-
old male, 64-year-old female
(wife), 26-year-old male (son), all
living at the home, along with a
25-year-old female from Lapeer

— were arrested, interviewed and
released on bond for the lesser
charges of possession of mari-
juana,” Johnson said.

“Additional charges for sus-
pected heroin and crack cocaine
will be sought, pending lab results
and additional follow up.”
The drug task force was assisted

at the scene by the Marlette Police
Department, Sanilac County Sher-
iff’s Department and the St. Clair
County Sheriff’s Department
Drug K-9 unit.

THE CASEVILLE Rod and Gun Club recently presented the Huron

County Sheriff’s Department with a $2,000 check to use in its efforts to

put illegal drug traffickers out of business. “This organization is no

stranger to supporting its sheriff’s office,” said Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson

(pictured at right, holding certificate). “Over the years they have helped

in many other ways and I am honored that they continue to look out for

us. We are very fortunate in this county to have them, as well as other

conservation and service clubs that will also pitch in from time to time

and do the same.” 

Generous gift to fight drug trafficking...
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Auto question?
Don’t ask me...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)
Gathering at the newly-reno-

vated Cass City VFW 3644 Hall
last week were Pinney Foundation
Board members Bev Perry and
Ben Varney, post Commander Joe
Merchant, post member Bruce
Sherman, Pinney Foundation
member Bob Hirn, post member
Phil Nichols and Pinney Founda-
tion member Dave Milligan.

Marine Corps Pvt. Jacob W.
Soper, son of Sue A. Nast of Ubly,
recently completed 12 weeks of
basic training at Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot, Parris Island, S.C.,
designed to challenge new Marine
recruits both physically and men-
tally. Soper and fellow recruits
began their training at 5 a.m. by
running 3 miles and performing
calisthenics. In addition to the
physical conditioning program,
Soper spent numerous hours in
classroom and field assignments,
which included learning first aid,
uniform regulations, combat water
survival, marksmanship, hand-to-
hand combat and assorted
weapons training. They performed
close order drill and operated as a
small infantry unit during field
training. Soper and other recruits
also received instruction on the
Marine Corps’ core values—-
honor, courage and commitment,
and what the core values mean in
guiding personal and professional
conduct. Soper and fellow recruits
ended the training phase with
“The Crucible”, a 54-hour, team
evolution culminating in an emo-
tional ceremony in which recruits
are presented the Marine Corps
Emblem, and addressed as
“Marines” for the first time in
their careers.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)
Jaclyn N. Hendrick has been

named Owendale-Gagetown
School’s “Senior Student of the
Month” for March. Hendrick was
a member of the varsity softball
team her sophomore year. She was
chosen as a class representative
for homecoming her junior year
and also was a queen candidate
for homecoming and snowball as
a senior. She served as her class
treasurer and was named a
“focus” student as a junior. This
year, she has served as an aide to
the athletic director. Hendrick has
been a student in the automotive
technology class at the Huron
Area Technical Center the past 2
years. The daughter of Dennis and
Michelle Hendrick of Deford, she
plans to attend college in the fall
and work at Bell-Wasik in Caro.

It isn’t unusual for prospective
Eagle Scouts to select a final proj-
ect that will improve their own
hometown in some way, such as
painting, landscaping or building
benches. Kurt Hanby, of Cass
City, went all the way to Mexico
to complete his Eagle project, the
last requirement to earn scouting’s
highest rank. In the process, the
experience boosted his interest in
possibly making the mission field
his life’s work. Hanby, a senior at
Cass City High School and mem-
ber of Boy Scout Troop 500, Cass
City, was formally honored Satur-
day afternoon at the Cass City
Missionary Church, where more
than 50 area residents, scouting
officials, fellow scouts and mem-
bers from Hanby’s congregation
attended his Court of Honor.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)
There appears to be an inordinate

amount of interest in which pic-
ture of Elvis Presley will appear
on a commemorative stamp as
fans ballot to determine if a young
or old picture of the King will ap-
pear. Marla Dickinson, 37, of De-
ford finds the controversy kind of
interesting and will be watching to
see which picture wins out. I re-
ally admire his music, Dickinson
said, but not the cause of his
death. I’ve been a lifelong fan of
Elvis, although I never did get to
see him in person. However, I saw
many of his movies and have seen
Elvis Wade, his impersonator.
Dickinson has lived in Deford for
7 years and was originally from
Snover. She has a daughter,
Melanie Kroetsch, 18.

Mark Lutz became the first 2-
time winner of the Charmont
Bowler of the Year tourney Sun-
day. Gary Robinson finished run-
ner-up.

The Charmont women’s Bowler
of the Year is Elaine Romain.
Runner-up is Michelle Erla.

We’re selling our old, light-duty pick-up truck, and it’s a process I re-
ally dread.

I’m confident we’re going to get the price we’re asking for the old
beater – it’s a 1999 model but the body is in decent shape and it hasn’t
hit 90,000 miles yet. But that’s not the problem.
The problem is that the process of selling forces me to talk about me-

chanical stuff, probably with individuals who have no problem sound-
ing intelligent when they do, because they know what they’re talking
about.
I don’t, so I can’t.
Sure, I can check and change the oil, check tire pressure, and replace

a fuse, but that’s the extent of my knowledge. I’m certain that was ev-
ident to the first fellow Deford area resident who came out to look at
the truck. He started out with what sounded like a simple engine ques-
tion, but you could hear the crickets chirping as he waited for my re-
sponse.

I envisioned the expression on my face. It’s the same one that drops
like a veil over my face every time my IT savvy son launches (on pur-
pose) into one of his incomprehensible computer-related explanations
that he knows darn well I can’t possibly understand, the brat. 
Anyway, I invited the prospective buyer to look under the hood.
Instead of taking the hint, however, this really friendly and talkative

guy seemed to think that if he asked more technical questions about my
truck, I’d somehow become smarter and instantly acquire knowledge
about the transmission and other truck stuff. Nope.

I just stood there, nodding my head (as if that was going to make me
appear a little more intelligent).

I consoled myself a little in the knowledge that, had we been talking
about trout fishing, I would have been at the top of my conversation
game. Have a question about rigging a line with a dodger and spin-n-
glow for lake trout? No problem. Ever caught a tail-walking steelie on
the Pere Marquette while utilizing the chuck-and-duck technique? Or
enticed a native Michigan brook trout out from under a submerged log
in a creek so narrow you could just about jump from one bank to the
other?
Now we’re talking.
How about gardening? I can share a great recipe for manure tea, and

if you want to know how to utilize Epsom salts to boost your pepper
production, or how to apply fish fertilizer to grow really nice melons,
I’m your guy.

And grammar and spelling? Let’s talk a little adverb, adjective and
pronoun use. I’ll share my language laughs if you’ll share yours. I mean,
don’t you just cringe at double negatives – and every time you hear
someone pronounce “you” as “yous”, or my all-time favorite, “Can I
‘axe’ you a question”?
Oh well, we all have our areas of interest and knowledge. I’m fortunate

in that my job puts me in the company of many folks who have a wide
range of abilities and smarts that I’ll never have. I’m a fairly decent
cook, but I’m amazed at what some people can do with a few ingredi-
ents and kitchen utensils, for example, or the precision it takes to plan
and build just about anything.
Hey, I’ll also be the first to tell you how much I appreciate the knowl-

edge and skills of folks who know their stuff when it comes to engines
and transmissions and chassis, even if I don’t understand most of what
they’re saying.

director; Martha Putnam, Cass
City, assistant district director,
Dorothy Fletcher, Caro, treasurer,
Olive Merlin, Jackson, second
vice-president and Irene Warsaw,
Bay City, poet and lecturer.

Army Private Randy R. Martin,
20, son of Mrs. Virginia B.
Hutchinson, Higgins Lake, re-
cently was assigned to the 1st
Cavalry Division at Ft. Hood, Tex.
He is a tank crewman in Company
B, 2nd Battalion of the division’s
5th Cavalry.  

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  
The prize winning posters created
by students for the PEP drive for
funds were displayed at a kick-off
meeting for solicitors Tuesday
night at the Willis Campbell Ele-
mentary School, The PEP com-
mittee is seeking 32,000 for
additions to park land in the vil-
lage within the drive period, April
11-28. Every home will be con-
tacted for donations. Judges for
the event were Mrs. Lambert Al-
thaver, left, Mrs. James Bauer
(right) and Mrs. Richard Drews
who was absent. The two judges
and committeeman, Harold Issard,
hold the winning posters. First
was Joanne Greenlee’s poster,
center, which won $15. Second
place and $10 went to Ruth Ann
Johnson and the $5 third prize was
won by D. Wentworth. The prizes
were donated by the Cass City
Chamber of Commerce.

The annual IGA boys’ contest
starts this week and Harry Lenda,
owner of the Cass City store, says
that two boys from this area will
be sent on an all-expense paid trip
to California this summer. Last
year three youths, John Brewton,
Jay Tuckey and Mark Canfield,
were the local winners and all re-
ported a fabulous trip at the ex-
pense of the grocery store.
Sherry Bacon, Cass City student,

was selected Can-teen queen Fri-
day night in a special ceremony in
which she was presented with a
basket of red roses, a pearl neck-
lace and a crown. She also was
granted a paid membership to the
Teen Club for her entire high
school years and will become a
member of the teen board of di-
rectors when she reaches the ninth
grade. Members of the court are
Mardi Auten and Anne Bulen.
They received free admission to
all Can-teen activities for both
senior and junior high. Queen
Sherry will crown the 1968 queen
at the next annual Can-teen queen
event.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)
The Ladies’ Guild of the Presby-

terian Church is canvassing the
village of Cass City from house to
house sometime between April 13
and 25 in compliance with the re-
quest of the United States Em-
ployment Service, mobilizing all
possible labor for farms and fac-
tories. It is estimated that there
will be a shortage of 240,000 in
the Michigan factories this year, to
say nothing of the farms. Every-
one is urged to enlist who will be
able to give part or full time work
on the farm or factories. Village
Clerk C. M. Wallace has the proj-
ect in charge. 

Ten purebred registered Hol-
steins are attracting considerable
attention at the Donahue farm, a
half mile north of Cass City. Dr.
H. T. Donahue and Orville Karr
purchased the animals about ten
days ago. In the group are seven
cows, two heifers and a bull.
Seven were bought at Michigan
State College and three at the Ban-
croft dispersal sale.  

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

E. S. Leavenworth, science
teacher of the Cass City High
School has received instruction
from J. F. Dillon; United States
Radio Inspector, to dismantle the
wireless outfit at the local schools.
This measure is considered neces-
sary for the defense of the country,
and the Navy Department has
ample authority to deal with any
case of failure to comply accord-
ing to military procedure.

State Director James N.
McBride, has evolved a plan of
legislation that will close the high
schools in the period of harvest,
thus adding to the farm labor sup-
ply. The plan was set in motion
after receiving instructions that
farming institutions must mobilize
all their resources for war. 

Cass City students who placed or
earned honorable mention at the
6th annual All Area Invitational
Academic Track competition
April 4 are Natalie Ponder, Char-
ity Gaszczynski, Whitney Osen-
toski, Kurt Iwankovitsch, Eric
Hoelzle, Garret O’Berski and Cori
Britt.
Tobin L. Smith received a Master

of Arts degree in legislative affairs
from the George Washington Uni-
versity at ceremonies held in Feb-
ruary in Washington, D.C. He
received his bachelor’s degree
from the University of Michigan
in 1988. Smith spent 3-1/2 years
working for Congressman Bob
Traxler in Washington, D.C. He is
presently working as the legisla-
tive assistant in the Washington
office of the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. He is the son
of Gordon and Ann Smith of
Caro, and the grandson of Mr. and
Mrs., Clarence Cox of Deford and
the late Kenneth Churchill.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Sunday, April 4, 105 relatives
and friends of Genevieve Erla
gathered for Mrs. Erla’s 80th sur-
prise birthday party at the home of
Dallas and Marilyn Tobias and
Jamie Schott.

Lt. Col. Ronald Bila, Mrs. Bila
and their son Brad of Savannah,
Ga., came Saturday to visit her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie
Lounsbury, until Wednesday. Also
guests Saturday and Sunday were
Ronald Bila II and Laurie Bila,
students at CMU in Mt. Pleasant,
and David Bean from Ferris State
College, Big Rapids. Other dinner
guests Sunday in the Lounsbury
home were Mr. and Mrs. James
Schad of Clio, Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Lounsbury and sons and Carl
Lounsbury. David Bean returned
Sunday to Big Rapids and Ronald,
Laurie and Brad left for Mt. Pleas-
ant where Brad was to spend until
Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher Sr.
and Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Mc
Arthur attended the funeral of
Richard Ewald, 51, at Genesee
Saturday morning, En route home
they called on Mrs. McArthur’s
sister, Mrs. Georgia Thompson, in
Flint.

Mr. and Mrs. Royce Russell had
as Easter guests, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Russell, Hallie and Robert
of Bay City, Mike Klinkman of
Ann Arbor, grandchildren, Eliza-
beth and Matthew Elsesser of
Reese, Susan Russell from Mt.
Pleasant, Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Golding, Sr., Doris Golding and
daughter Deborah and Randy Sev-
erance of Decker. Hallie and
Robert Russell stayed to spend a
few days here with their grandpar-
ents.

Raymond Stachura is student of
the week for the week of April 5
at Cass City Intermediate School.
A sixth grader, he is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Raymond Stachura of
Deford.

40 YEARS AGO (1977)
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hobart

were hosts for a joint meeting of
the “Up and Atom” and the Har-
mony Farm Bureau groups, Mon-
day evening. The meeting was
held at the Farm Bureau Building
in Caro. Twenty-eight members
and two guests attended. The
meeting started with a cooperative
dinner. The discussion topic was
on farm related problems, water
pollution, etc. 

Attending the Northern District
meeting of United Methodist Men
at Marlette Monday evening were
Rev. Byron Hatch, William
O’Dell and Keith McConkey from
Trinity church, Rev. Eldred Kel-
ley, Don and Dale Buehrly, Dave
Loomis, Leonard Damm, Larry
Robinson, Gerald Auten, Harve
Walter, Louis Nemeth and Bud In-
body from Salem church. The
speaker was Stanley McKim, rep-
resenting the “Christians for Bet-
ter Government” group.

Helen Louise Enderle, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Enderle of
Owendale, will graduate from the
Grace Hospital School of Nursing
in Detroit, Friday, April 29, in cer-
emonies slated at Ford Audito-
rium.
District officers for the Business

and Professional Women’s Club
were installed at ceremonies Sun-
day at Wildwood. They are Lu-
cille Ridge, Lapeer, secretary;
Mary Alice Osgerby, Caro, district
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clear signal is three short blasts.
A severe thunderstorm or tornado “watch” is issued whenever condi-

tions exist for severe weather to develop.  A warning, indicating that
residents should seek shelter immediately, is issued when severe
weather or a tornado is spotted on radar or when a funnel cloud has
been sighted.

“While tornadoes can occur during any time of the year, they are es-
pecially common during the late spring and early summer months,” An-
derson said.  As one of nature’s most violent storms, they can devastate
homes and property in just seconds.”

The average lead time for tornadoes to develop is 10 to 15 minutes,
which means citizens need to be ready to react quickly when a warning
is issued.
Anderson recommends that residents be prepared by:
*Identifying the lowest place to take cover during a tornado.  If there

is no basement, find an interior hallway away from windows, doors and
outside walls.
*Finding something sturdy – such as a workbench or stairwell – to get

under when taking shelter in a basement or other designated spot.
*Conducting regular tornado drills that include ensuring all family

members know where to go and what to do.
*Staying tuned to commercial radio or television broadcasts for news

on changing weather conditions or approaching storms.
*Being aware of the following signs that can indicate an approaching

tornado: dark, often greenish sky; large hail; a large, dark, low-lying
cloud; and a loud road, similar to a freight train.
*Putting together a 72-hour emergency supply kit with essential items

such as a three-day supply of water and food, a NOAA weather radio,
important family documents, and other items that meet unique family
needs.

Anderson pointed out that Tuscola County families can also prepare
by signing up for the county’s new Smart911 program, which enables
residents to provide secure information about their homes and them-
selves that will help first responders provide assistance should the need
to call 911 arise.  Registration is free and simple by logging on to the
website www.smart911.com.

Each year, more than 1,000 tornados strike the United States.  Since
1950, more than 239 people have been killed due to tornados.
The average Michigan tornado is on the ground for less than 10 min-

utes and travels a distance of about five miles.  However, they do not
always follow the norm and have been known to stay on the ground for
more than an hour and travel distances of up to 100 miles or more.

In 2016, there were 16 tornadoes across Michigan, which is near the
average of 15. Most noteworthy about last year’s tornado season is that
six of the 16 twisters occurred across the Upper Peninsula, a record for
that peninsula.
All of the tornadoes were in the weak categories of EF0 and EF1 (tor-

nadoes are rated from the weakest at EF0 with winds of 65 to 85 miles
per hour, to the strongest – EF5, which pack winds of more than 200
miles per hour).

The Aug. 20 tornado outbreak across southwest lower Michigan was
the most damaging and significant event across the state in 2016.
Six tornadoes touched down from Bangor to Grand Rapids to Orleans,

causing more than $5 million in damage. The longest and strong of the
August tornadoes touched down just southwest of Bangor and then
tracked through the town. The 10-mile long EF1 tornado with winds
estimated at up to 110 miles per hour caused the entire city to lose power
and downed hundreds of trees.
Tuscola County is considered to be an area at “moderate risk” for tor-

nadoes, with the county recording roughly 60 twisters since 1950.
According to records, the largest tornado in the Tuscola County area

was an F5 in 1953 that resulted in 844 injuries and 116 deaths.

very supportive” of the effort, she noted.
The Cass River Greenway is an effort organized by a group of area

volunteers, assisted by professional resources and municipal leaders,
working to enhance recreational opportunities and the environmental
well-being of the Cass River, a major waterway within the Saginaw Bay
Watershed that extends more than 60 miles from Sanilac County to
where it enters the Saginaw River at the Shiawassee National Wildlife
Refuge in Saginaw County.

Organized in 2007, the Cass River Greenway group has been active
in a variety of efforts designed to improve the river and expand available
recreational opportunities.

The group has organized river clean-ups, promoted construction of
public access sites along the river and proposed establishing a Cass
River Water Trail, sponsored recreational events on the Cass River,
worked with various partners to control invasive plants along the river
corridor, promoted riverbank restoration projects, and monitored water
quality.

In addition, the organization’s efforts to secure National Water Trail
designation for the Cass River is well on its way to becoming a reality,
following an announcement last fall that the group has been approved
for an assistance grant from the U.S. National Park Service – Rivers,
Trails and Conservation Assistance Program, a technical assistance pro-
gram that supports partnerships with communities across the country
in achieving their conservation and outdoor recreation visions and goals.
According to Bob Zeilinger, who is chairman of the Cass River Green-

way and will be presenting tonight’s program at Rawson Memorial Dis-
trict Library, national park service officials will be facilitating local
efforts to plan and assess the feasibility of securing the National Water
Trail designation.

“The assistance grant is for time spent by (their staff) to work with us.
That time involves meeting with us in person, the staff working for our
project at their office, providing materials to us, travel, etc.” Zeilinger
explained.
The grant was scheduled to cover a one-year period beginning in Oc-

tober 2016. However, Zeilinger noted, “Recognizing it usually takes
more than one year to complete a project like this, we most likely can
get a year extension for the following year.”

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Severe weather focus of
emergency siren testing

Cass River group meet tonight 
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Alcoholism focus of meeting
Area residents who are concerned about someone’s drinking, whether

it be a friend, family member or themselves, may be interested in an
upcoming meeting focusing on the Jellinek Chart, which outlines the
different stages and symptoms of alcoholism.

The program is slated for Monday, April 24, starting at 7 p.m. Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 6820 Cass City Rd. (M-81), just east of the
traffic light in Cass City on the south side of the road.
Everyone is welcome to attend this presentation. Coffee and doughnuts

will be provided.

Boater safety class scheduled
TUSCOLA COUNY – In order to help area residents enjoy a safe boat-
ing season, the Richville Conservation Club will host a boater safety
class Saturday, April 22, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the club, located at
3270 W. Sanilac Rd. (M-46), between Sheridan and Washburn roads.

The class is MIchigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) ap-
proved and is administered by the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department
Marine Division.
Although pre-registration is required, walk-ins will be accepted. The

free class is open to those 12-years old and up.
According to Tuscola County Undersheriff Robert Baxter, residents

who are 14 and older are required by state law to have a boater safety
certificate to legally operate a personal water craft (PWC).

For more information or to register for the class, call Deb Mika at
(989) 673-8161 (ext. 2238).

Trucking safety meeting slated
BAD AXE - The Huron County Farm Bureau will sponsor a free truck
safety meeting regarding state and local laws.

The meeting will be Monday, April 17, at 6:30 p.m. at the Huron
County Farm Bureau building at the Northgate Shopping Center in Bad
Axe. The session will address changes related to weight and road re-
strictions along with other topics.

Canfield supports new budget
MICHIGAN — State Rep. Dr. Edward J. Canfield, D.O. (R-Sebewaing)
recently voted to increase the state’s commitment to every student in
Michigan schools. The approved 2017-18 Education Budget proposal
included $2.6 million more to schools in Huron and Tuscola counties.
“Our classrooms are key to Michigan’s future,” said Canfield, a mem-

ber of the House Appropriations subcommittee on School Aid. “The
$14.3 billion will help our students, teachers and families take that next
big step in our state’s classrooms.
“There are so many programs we’re investing in for 2017-18, but I’m

especially supportive of the commitments to career and technical edu-
cation programs. This budget has many positives for Huron and Tuscola
counties, which I’m most pleased about,” he added.
Among the key items in the approved education budget are:
*Increases statewide K-12 education funding to the highest ever in

history.
*Adds $100 more funding for each student, which adds up to $143

million more in Michigan’s classrooms.
*Increases funding for career and technical education programs (CTE)

to $37.6 million, while also expanding grants for public-private part-
nership in CTE programs.

*Prioritizes early childhood literacy with $25.4 million dedicated to
added instruction time, increased work with literacy coaches and in-
classroom screenings to help K-3 students.

*Helps “at-risk students” with more funding for free or discounted
lunches and added instruction time.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery
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THE YEARS – more than 50 so far – have taken a toll

on the Tuscola County Jail, which is having several in-

frastructure issues. There have been sewer backs-up in

the basement, the roof has some leaks and several other

repairs are needed.

Continued from page one.

Band-aids not keeping up with jail needs

“The holding cells and exterior
windows are in desperate need of
renovation. There is also a need to
add some jail beds to prevent fu-
ture overcrowding,” explained
Skrent. “The federal and state re-
quirements for the operation of a
jail have changed much in the last
50 plus years.

“It is hoped within the next few
years a plan of action to fully re-
model the jail is implemented.”
The Tuscola County Jail, located

at 420 Court St. in Caro, was built
in 1966, with a 46-bed capacity as
well as a living quarters for the
sheriff. The living quarters have
since been renovated and turned
into offices.
“The jail was built on an old plan

called the ‘linear design’ instead
of the newer pod type systems,
which are much more efficient,”
Skrent noted.

The jail has undergone an addi-
tion and several renovations, and
currently has a 92-bed capacity.

plement programs that can save
lives.”
The CDC’s latest national analy-

ses indicate the increase in opioid
overdose death rates has been
driven in large part by illicit opi-
oids, such as heroin and illicitly-
manufactured fentanyl, a synthetic
opioid.

The statistics are staggering, in-
cluding the following numbers
from 2014 to 2015:

*Death rates for synthetic opi-
oids other than methadone (in-
cluding drugs such as tramadol
and fentanyl, referred to as syn-
thetic opioids) increased 72.2 per-
cent.

*Heroin death rates increased
20.6 percent

*Synthetic opioid and heroin
death rates increased across all
age groups 15 and older, in both
sexes, and among all races/ethnic-
ities.
*Natural opioids (including mor-

phine and codeine) and semi-syn-
thetic opioids (including
commonly prescribed pain med-

ications such as oxycodone and
hydrocodone) were involved in
more than 12,700 deaths in 2015
— death rates increased 2.6 per-
cent from 2014 to 2015 in this cat-
egory.  However, the increase has
slowed compared with the in-
crease from 2013 to 2014.

CDC officials report that 91
Americans die every day from an
opioid overdose (including pre-
scription opioids such as oxy-
codone, hydrocodone, and
methadone, as well as heroin).
The majority of drug overdose
deaths — more than six out of ten
— involve an opioid. Since 1999,
the number of overdose deaths in-
volving opioids has quadrupled.

In Michigan, state, county and
local law enforcement agencies,
healthcare organizations and be-
havioral health officials have seen
their share of overdose cases
across the state, including the
Thumb, where efforts to educate
the public and encourage addicted
individuals to seek help have been
building steam for the past few
years.

“There were five overdose
deaths last year (in Huron

County), and in the first three
months of 2017, there have been
three deaths from drug overdose,”
said Schwendinger.
Training citizens to use naloxone

and putting the medication into
their hands may seem extreme,
but it’s an important life-saving
tool, one that could make it possi-
ble for someone struggling with
drugs to survive an overdose and,
hopefully, decide to get help and
overcome their addiction.

Schwendinger knows the nalox-
one kits distributed by Huron Be-
havioral Health have already
saved lives. “I’m aware of three of
them being used effectively so far
this year,” she noted.  

“It’s a big step,” Schwendinger
acknowledged. “It’s unfortunate
that it’s necessary. But being able
to move forward so quickly…it’s
a good step in the right direction.”

More information about the up-
coming naloxone training session
is available by calling Huron Be-
havioral Health at (989) 269-9293
or 800-356-5568, or by contacting
Schwendinger via email at
ruth@huroncmh.org.

Continued from page one.

Naloxone kits, training offered in Huron Co.
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THE KNIGHTS of Columbus Council 8892, Cass

City, recent held its annual recognition dinner,

which included honoring the council’s Family of the

Year, Ron and Caroline Rutkoski (above). In the

photo below is the Knight of the Year, Daryl

Iwankovitsch (center), with his wife, Connie (right),

and their daughter Dara and Michael, Abby and (in

front) Sarah Sterly. Also honored were parishioners

Lois Sugden and Regina Salcido.  Each of the recip-

ients was recognized for his or her contributions to

the Our Lady Consolata Parish as well as to their

community.

Lois SugdenRegina Salcido
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Knights of Columbus honors
knight and family of the year

THE SUCCESSFUL management

of Michigan turkey population has

been a huge success story, with the

number of birds expanding to his-

toric levels. Today, the turkeys in-

habit most of the state’s counties,

and there are more areas open to

spring turkey hunting than at any

time in recent history. Harvest

numbers have increased from

about 400 birds back in 1977 to an

estimated 30,000-plus in recent

years.

Denim Day supports victims of assault
April is Sexual Assault Aware-

ness month, which includes an ob-
servance known as “Denim Day”
– a day set aside to bring aware-
ness to misconceptions about sex-
ual assault. This year’s Denim
Day is slated for Wednesday, April
26.

Denim Day is about one girl’s
story of sexual assault. In 1998, a
teenage girl in Italy was raped by
her driving instructor. The case
went to court and her perpetrator
was convicted. The case was ap-
pealed to the Italian Supreme
Court and her perpetrator was
found not guilty.

The defense pleaded the event
was not considered to be rape be-
cause the girl was wearing tight

jeans and had to assist in remov-
ing her jeans. In response, the
court determined the sex to be
consensual.

“This case clearly demonstrates
the misconceptions behind sexual
assault and the common desire to
blame the victim,” said Wendy
Jacot, human resources/marketing
manager for the Human Develop-
ment Commission (HDC). “Other
misconceptions, such as there
being a correct way to respond to
an assault and that it isn’t rape if
the victim doesn’t fight back, are
also common.

“It is important to challenge
these misconceptions and to bring
awareness to the issues surround-

ing sexual assault,” Jacot added.
“With a better understanding of
sexual assault and the misconcep-
tions behind it, we can have a bet-
ter understanding of survivors and
how to empower them.  This
knowledge is also a start to de-
creasing stereotypes and discrim-
ination of victims.”

In support of this day and to
bring awareness to sexual assault,
the Thumb Area Assault Crisis
Center is joining the national cam-
paign by accepting donations for
employees throughout the region
to wear jeans to work April 26.

To make a donation, contact the
Thumb Area Assault Crisis Center
at (989) 673-4121.
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(989) 872-2010 
or Fax: 

(989) 872-3810
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(989) 912-2440

Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726
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Cass City Village Council 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

The following Executive Search Workshop with 
the Michigan Municipal League and  

the Cass City Village Council 
has been scheduled for 

  
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 at 6:00 P.M.  

 
 An informal Meet and Greet Session will begin at 5:00 P.M. 
 

at the Municipal Building,  
6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan  

 
The Public is invited to attend. 
 
 
Nanette S. Walsh 
Clerk/Treasurer 
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Society. Elected class president, he has also been active in cross country,
basketball, baseball and track.
Winter’s future plans include studying at the University of Michigan,

where he plans to major in finance.
Perzanowski, the son of Michael and Chasity Perzanowski, completes

his high school education with a 4.02 grade point average. He has been
a member of Cass City’s academic track math team as well as being in-
volved in a host of sports, including football, track and field, and base-
ball.
Perzanowski’s future plans include studying mechanical and electrical

engineering at Lake Superior State University, where he has been
awarded a Lake Superior State University Board of Trustees Scholar-
ship.

Honors grads

Also graduating with honors this year among the 69 members of the
Class of 2017 are the following seniors who posted grade point averages
of 3.5 and higher:
Kelcie Autry, Paige Bagnall, Evan Craig, Joel Collins, Bradley Hacker,

Josephine Loomis, Darren Miller, Joel Patera, Emily Peters, Kelsey Pe-
ters, Cali Richardson, Olivia Smeardon, Drew Susalla, Alexa Torres,
Amy Verhines and Hope Wilson.
Earning grade point averages of 3.0 to 3.49 are:
Alexus Bates, Victoria Cumper, Dustin Horne, Zachary McCoy,

Hunter McGrath, Hoyt Merchant, Katelynne Mester, Caitlyn Mowery,
Seth Osentoski, Claudia Riddle, Courtney Ross, Jenna Schaufele,
Logan Schenk and Travis Williams.

Continued from page one.

Winter, Perzanowski top grads

A REPRESENTATIVE of Enbridge Inc. re-

cently stopped by the Tuscola County Sheriff’s

Department to present Sheriff Glen Skrent with

a gift of $1,500, which will be used towards the

purchase of a light bar for one of the depart-

ment’s patrol vehicles.

Columbia wind park
expansion proceeding

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

One of two wind-farm projects in Tuscola County is moving forward.
The Tuscola County Road Commission and Consumers Energy have

approved an agreement for truck traffic during development of the en-
ergy company’s phase two of Cross Winds Energy Park in Columbia
Township.

According to Consumers Energy Community Engagement Manager
Dennis Marvin, the company has about 17,000 acres under contract for
wind development in Columbia Township for phase two, and there
could be a phase three to the project down the road for 52 wind tur-
bines.
Phase two incorporates 19 turbines, and if phase three is developed it

is expected to include 33 turbines, explained Marvin.
Consumers Energy and White Construction will be contracting various

trucking companies to transport the wind turbine components into the
county.
Because of possible wear and tear as well as damage the project could

have on roads during development, the road commissioners outlined
procedures and costs.

Road commission officials noted the project will require eight over-
sized/overweight “super loads” for each of the 19 turbines, and they ap-
proved streamlining the permitting process to be consistent with the
Michigan Department of Transportation and other county road com-
missions. To do that, Road Commissioners Pat Sheridan, Julie Ma-
tuszak, Mike Zwerk, Gary Parsell and Chairman Jack Laurie approved
a variance of the road commission’s normal permitting procedures to
allow faxed permit applications from the various trucking companies,
and they established a permit fee of $25 for each transported super load
during development of the wind farm.
The permit fees will be invoiced weekly to the various trucking com-

panies, and roads will be monitored for possible damage.
Phase two of Cross Winds Energy Park is expected to be completed

by the end of the year.
The first phase of the park, which was completed in 2014, consisted of
65 turbines in Akron and Columbia townships. Of that number, 19 are
turbines are in Columbia.
Also, NextEra Energy Resources is in the process of developing Tus-

cola III Wind Energy Center in Almer Charter, Ellington and Fairgrove
townships. The $200 million project, with its proposed 52 turbines, is
facing legal issues in Almer Charter and Ellington townships.
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