
port University.
“She will be seeing patients on

the inpatient floor and at Cass City
Medical Practice,” noted Danielle
Blaine, Hills and Dales General

H o s p i t a l
community
relations di-
r e c t o r .
“Norma has
worked as
an RN for
Hills and
Dales for
many years
prior to be-
coming a
nurse practi-
tioner.  She
resides in
Caro with
her family.”

Charity
C a v e r l y ,
F N P - B C ,
r e c e n t l y
g r a d u a t e d
from SVSU

with a Master of Science in Nurs-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital
officials recently welcomed four

nurse prac-
titioners to
their health-
care team.

Norma
A b b o t t ,
F N P - B C ,
r e c e n t l y
graduated
f r o m
Walden Uni-
versity with
a Master of
Science in
Nursing De-
gree and as
a graduate
of the Fam-
ily Nurse
Practitioner
P r o g r a m .
She also has
a Bachelor

of Nursing Degree from Daven-

Fourth Baker son
earns the “Eagle”

Page 8

Huron deputies arrest
4 on drug charges

Page 4

Daddies, daughters
dance at Owen-Gage

Photos, page 2
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False cargo
certifications
land man in
federal court

Special meeting on tap
tonight in Cass City

TO HELP meet demand for medical services,

clinics are using nurse practitioners like Mar-

lene Schank, FNP-BC. Schank works at the

Cass City Medical Practice, 4674 Hill St., Cass

City, which is part of Hills and Dales General

Hospital. The hospital utilizes the services of 10

nurse practitioners. (Mary Drier photo)

Traffic crash
claims life of
Caro driver

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A single-vehicle traffic crash
claimed the life of a Caro man
Thursday in Tuscola County’s
Ellington Township.

Troopers from the Michigan
State Police post in Caro identi-
fied the victim as 28-year-old
Trevor Pierce.

According to reports, troopers
were dispatched to Hurds Corner
Road near Little Road at about 4
p.m. They discovered a vehicle
that had left the roadway and
came to rest upside down in the
Cass River. The exact time of the
crash is unknown.

Troopers, who said the victim
was deceased at the scene, deter-
mined alcohol may have been a
contributing factor.

Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputies, MMR Ambulance and
the Caro Fire Department all as-
sisted troopers at the scene.

The accident remains under in-
vestigation. Troopers are asking
anyone who may have witnessed
the crash to contact the Caro post
at (989) 673-2156.

CASS CITY High School junior CarLee Stimpfel explains his wave proj-

ect demonstration during last Wednesday’s third annual Cass City STEM

Fair, which featured more than 90 different student projects – created by

some 125 students — involving biology, agriculture, robotics, chemistry

and physics. See story, page 16.

Hospital welcomes four
new nurse practitioners

Please turn to page 6.

Norma Abbott

Charity Caverly

Kimberly Knoll

Mary Krause

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

As baby-boomers age, the need
for medical services increases.

Hills and Dales General Hospital
in Cass City has a network of clin-
ics throughout the Thumb area to
meet that need. They have numer-
ous doctors who offer a variety of

medical services along with sev-
eral nurse practitioners who also
provide health care services in co-
ordination with the physicians.
Hills and Dales General Hospital

has 10 nurse practitioners that
work alongside doctors to provide
quality care for patients, explained
Danielle Blaine, Hills and Dales’
director of community relations.

Marlene Schank FNP-BC (fam-
ily nurse practitioner-board certi-
fied) is one of those nurse
practitioners. She works at the
Cass City Medical Practice, 4674
Hill St., Cass City, along with Dr.
John Bitner and Dr. Richard Hall.

“I had an aunt who was a nurse.
She would talk about her day and
some of the things she did,”
Schank recalled of her early inter-
est in health care. “I listened to her
talk about her profession. Helping
people sounded interesting. I
wanted to be a nurse since I was a
little girl.”
Although becoming a nurse was

her life-long dream, Schank didn’t
start her nursing career until she
was 36 years old.
She is the mother of five children

and a grandmother of eight. She
has a daughter who has gone on to
become a nurse and a grand-
daughter who is also entering the
field.
“Being a nurse is something they

wanted to do. I really love what I
do. It’s very rewarding, but I
didn’t push them about being a
nurse,” said Schank.

While physicians are formally

trained in medicine in the treat-
ment of disease, medical proce-
dure and sometimes surgery, nurse
practitioners, who also are regis-
tered nurses, are formally trained
in caring for the sick and have
knowledge of how to diagnose,
treat and manage many common
ailments, according to Blaine.

In many cases, nurse practition-
ers perform the same functions as
physicians, including identifying
and treating acute and chronic ill-
nesses, ordering and analyzing
labs and other diagnostic tests,
and prescribing medications.

A key difference is that physi-

Please turn to page 6.

Nurse practitioners integral part of local health care scene

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A U.S. District Court Judge sen-
tenced a Cass City man to one
year and one day incarceration for
falsely certifying and marking
cargo tanks used to transport liq-
uid and gaseous cargos, including
explosive materials, as having
passed mandatory federal haz-
ardous materials testing.
U.S. District Judge Thomas Lud-

ington handed the sentence down
to Garald Bennett, 72, Cass City,
early last week in Bay City, de-
scribing Bennett’s work as “dan-
gerously ineffective.”

Acting U.S. Attorney Daniel L.
Lemisch, who announced the sen-
tencing, said Bennett falsely cer-
tified and marked cargo tanks as
having passed hydrostatic pres-
sure and wet fluorescent magnetic
particle tests as required by the
Hazardous Materials Transporta-
tion Safety Act.

“The sentencing of Garald Ben-
nett related to falsely certifying
and marking certain cargo tanks as
having passed required safety tests
is a clear signal that severe penal-
ties await those that would seek to
circumvent hazardous materials
transportation laws,” said Thomas
J. Ullom, regional special agent-
in-charge of the U.S. Department
of Transportation’s (DOT) Office
of Inspector General.

“Working with our federal, state
and local law enforcement and
prosecutorial colleagues, we will
continue our vigorous efforts to
ensure the integrity of DOT’s
HAZMAT safety program,”
Ullom added.

According to court documents,
Bennett managed LPG Service
and Leasing LLC (LPG), a cargo
tank testing facility in Cass City,
where he supervised the employ-

Novesta meet to address alternative energy rules

Please turn to page 16.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Novesta Township officials are expected to address the issue of con-
trolling alternative energy development.
Although there is no wind farm development planned in the near future

in the township, some land owners have been contacted by solar com-
panies about development.
In response, the township’s planning commission recommended a res-

olution for a moratorium on wind farms and solar farms as well as on
Medical Marijuana Act (MMA) businesses for nine months or until such
time that the planning commission updates Novesta’s current zoning
ordinance.

That was recommended of attorney Brian Garner, and the township
board agreed.
There will be a planning commission meeting Tuesday, April 4, at 7:30

p.m. at the Cass City Gun Club, 2676 N. Englehart Rd., Cass City.
“The township is in the process of doing an update on the zoning or-

dinances to address wind, solar, and MMA,” said township Clerk Joann
Peters. “The moratorium will give us time to develop ordinances to ad-

Please turn to page 2.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

The Cass City Village Council
will hold a special meeting tonight

(Wednesday) to award bids to re-
place the roof and the water heater
at the Helen Stevens Memorial
Pool.  The gathering starts at 6
P.M.
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TWO AREA SCHOOLS recently united in an effort to create a magical

moment for their young ladies. Owen-Gage Schools hosted a daddy-

daughter dance that included invited guests from USA schools. “The

dance included music by a DJ, food and an opportunity to have portraits

taken by a photographer,” Owen-Gage Administrative Assistant Mary

Ann Minkler said. “With attendance nearing 100 people, a fun time was

had by all as the ladies danced the night away with the special men in

their lives.”

Continued from page one.

The contracts for replacing the
roof and for the installation of a
new pool boiler were originally to
be award at the council’s regular
March meeting held on March 22.

But confusion in the language in-
cluded -and not included- in the
bid application forced village of-
ficials to re-bid the process.  Three
contractors submitted bids to re-
place the roof and two contractors
supplied quotes to replace the

boiler.
“I just ask that all the contractors

be licensed and insured,” said
Tracy Moore, owner of TDM
Construction.

In other business last week, the
council also heard Chris Town-
ley’s plan to complete a Water
System Asset Management Plan
for a cost of $7,500.00 and to pro-
vide design and engineering serv-
ices for Water Main Crossings and
Sewer Main Crossings of Seeger
Street. Townley Engineering, LLC
estimated costs for the crossings
at $11,200 and $9,240, respec-
tively. Details of Townley’s engi-
neering services are available for
review at the Municipal Building,
6506 Main Street.

“The MDEQ requires an asset
management plan,” explained In-
terim Village Manager Lou
LaPonsie of the expense to de-
velop a strategy for safe drinking
water, “We had no choice.” 

The council also purchased a
Kubota F3990 Lawn Mower for a
cost of $29,200 from Farm Depot
in Caro. Included with the new
tractor is a cab and snow thrower. 

It’s something we can use all
year long, Gary Barnes, DPW Su-
perintendent, said.

In financial matters, the council
approved, filed and accepted the
financial statements ending Feb.
28, 2017 showing a cash balance
of $1.626 million. 

Special meeting scheduled for tonight
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Drier Humor
by Mary Drier

Penalty flags, handcuffs and guns

Does causing Brady anguish and emotional stress
count as “unnecessary roughness”?
Aside from watching football, I also watch news and

interviews about football. Whenever Notre Dame
plays, I remember an interview several years ago by
a new reporter who asked about the college’s “Touch-
down Jesus.” The reporter asked if the coach really
thought that Jesus cared about football.
Without missing a beat, he responded, “No, but His

mother does.”
Well said!
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Director Connie Iwankovitsch reports the Cass City
High School play had three very successful performances
- and nearly a full house every night! 
She asked if the official cast photo of “Aladdin and His

Wonderful, Magical Lamp,” might be printed in the
Chronicle to recognize the efforts of the young adults.

I say, “Your wish is my command.”

Top from left:  Shane Hoppe, Lucas Hayes, Liz Hayes,
Maddie Mandich, Sid Lintner, Melissa LaJoie,  Adam
Habicht, Jared Blattner, Paige Bagnall, Kjersti Herrmann,
Emily Czapla, Kristen Bradley, Chyenne Novinski;  Mid-
dle: Claire Kausch, Sam London, Alexis Mazure, Amy
Verhines,Lydia Montei, Gene Hulburt, Jaclyn Palmer;
front: Dylan Severence, Kevin Estrella, Mrs. I (director),
Jay Larson.

**********   

Michigan residents have until Monday, April 3 to regis-
ter to vote in the May 2 election, Secretary of State Ruth
Johnson recently announced.

“Voting provides everyone with an opportunity to be
heard through the ballot they cast,” Johnson said. “All
qualified Michigan residents are encouraged to register
and then vote on Election Day.”

“The importance of local elections cannot be under-
stated because of the effect the results have on our day-
to-day lives,” said Johnson, Michigan’s chief election
officer. “I encourage all Michigan residents qualified to
get registered and then cast a ballot on Election Day.”

Of Michigan’s 83 counties, 61 will hold elections. To
find out if their community is holding an election, voters
can visit www.Michigan.gov/vote for more information.
To register to vote, applicants must be at least 18 years

old by Election Day and U.S. citizens. Applicants also
must be residents of Michigan and of the city or township
in which they wish to register. Polls will be open on Elec-
tion Day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Voters may register by
mail or in person at their county, city or township clerk’s
office or by visiting any Secretary of State office. The
mail-in form is available at www.Michigan.gov/elections.
First-time voters who register by mail must vote in person
in their first election, unless they hand-deliver the appli-
cation to their local clerk, are 60 years old or older, are
disabled or are eligible to vote under the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act.

To check their registration status, residents may visit the
Michigan Voter Information Center at
www.Michigan.gov/vote. They can see their sample bal-
lot and find their polling place. Residents also can find
information on absentee voting, Michigan’s voter identi-
fication requirement, how to use voting equipment and
how to contact their local clerk. The site can be easily
viewed on a smartphone.

Voters who qualify may choose to cast an absentee bal-
lot. As a registered voter, you may obtain an absentee bal-
lot if you are age 60 or older; physically unable to attend
the polls without the assistance of another; expecting to
be absent from the community in which you are regis-
tered for the entire time the polls will be open on Election
Day; in jail awaiting arraignment or trial; unable to attend
the polls due to religious reasons or will be working as
an election inspector in a precinct outside of your precinct
of residence.

Those who wish to receive their absentee ballot by mail
must submit their application by 2 p.m. Saturday, April
29. Absentee ballots can be obtained in person anytime
through 4 p.m. Monday, May 1. Voters who request an
absentee ballot in person on Monday, May 1, must fill
out the ballot in the clerk’s office. Emergency absentee
ballots are available under certain conditions through 4
p.m. on Election Day.

As a reminder, voters will be asked to provide identifi-
cation when at the polls on Election Day or if obtaining
an absentee ballot in person from the clerk’s office. They
will be asked to present valid photo ID, such as a Michi-
gan driver’s license or identification card. Anyone who
does not have an acceptable form of photo ID or failed
to bring it with them can still vote. They will be required
to sign a brief affidavit stating that they’re not in posses-
sion of photo ID. Their ballot will be included with all
others and counted on Election Day.

Changes in lifestyle
can cut cancer risk
Spring marks the start of new life of all kinds in Michi-

gan, and there’s no better time for all of us to take a
look at our own personal lifestyles to ensure we’re
doing all we can to enjoy many more years of good
health.
According to a recently released survey from the Amer-

ican Institute for Cancer Research (AICR), many Amer-
icans are unaware of key risk factors for cancer.
To encourage healthy lifestyle changes that reduce the

risk of cancer, the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) is encouraging residents of
all ages to take steps today to improve their health in
the future.
“Michiganders need to become more aware of every-

day lifestyle habits that increase cancer risk factors so
they can make mindful decisions and healthy choices,”
said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical executive with
MDHHS. “To reduce cancer risk, maintain a healthy
body weight, be physically active, limit alcohol, and try
to eat healthier – more fruits and vegetables – and less
red and processed meats.”

Fewer than half of the people who were surveyed by
the AICR were aware of well-established lifestyle-re-
lated risk factors for cancer, including inactivity, obe-
sity, consumption of alcohol, diets high in red meat,
diets low in vegetables and fruits, and consumption of
processed meats.
In contrast, a majority of survey respondents believed

that genetic disposition had a significant effect on
whether or not the average person will develop cancer.
In reality, an estimated 90 to 95 percent of cancers de-
velop in individuals who lack these genes.

According to the Cancer Plan for Michigan 2016-
2020, to reduce the risk of cancer, all Michiganders are
encouraged to make the following changes to their
habits:
*Reduce or eliminate the use of tobacco or smokeless

tobacco products,
*Reduce their amount of heavy or binge drinking,
*Ensure that all females and males ages 13-17 years

have received the HPV vaccine series,
*Increase physical activity levels as appropriate for

each age group, and
*Increase fruit and vegetable intake, and reduce red

and processed meats consumption.
Additionally, residents should work to maintain a

healthy weight, know about their family cancer history
and receive the appropriate genetic counseling if there
is a family history of breast and/or ovarian cancer, and
ensure that youth are aware of the protective measures
they should take to prevent skin cancer.

For more information about steps residents can take
to reduce their risk of cancer and make healthy lifestyle
changes, visit www.michigan.gov/cancer. In addition,
smokers trying to quit are encouraged to call the Michi-
gan Tobacco Quitline at 1-800-QUIT-NOW (784-8669)
for free, confidential help.
Keep in mind that lifestyle choices aren’t the only key

to staying cancer-free or beating cancer; it’s also vital
to stay on top of screenings such as those designed to
detect cervical, breast, colorectal and lung cancer.  An
early diagnosis often greatly improves the chances for
survival.

(USPS 092-00)

I totally love football! From the time the game on
Super Bowl Sunday ends until action on the gridiron
starts again in the fall, my life is just an empty.
I follow a couple of colleges and watch as many pro

games as I can…even the Lions. After all, they are
our state’s pro team. I even switched satellite televi-
sion companies to be able to get the NFL Sunday
ticket.

To fill the void until football starts, I watch a few
hockey games and boxing matches. To me, unless
there is physical contact with tackling, hitting or
punching, it is not a real sport, so I don’t follow base-
ball, golf, soccer or bowling. That’s why I find those
sports along with watching hunting and fishing pro-
grams as exciting as watching paint dry.

I digress. Anyway, I was surprised when the news
report came out that Patriot’s Quarterback Tom
Brady’s jersey was found. I was really surprised that
the FBI was involved in tracking down an item of
clothing that had been stained with sweat.

The reaction to that news was almost equal to my
reaction on to how the heck did the Falcons end up
blowing a 25-point, third-quarter lead (I’m still be-
fuddled over that turn of events). I’m generally pretty
good about picking who will win, and had bet on the
Falcons.   Although I normally root for the Patriots,
I was cheering on the Falcons during the Super Bowl
because I felt it was time another team had a chance
to bask in the limelight.
Brady’s jersey was stolen during the hectic moments

after the teams stunning win. For nearly two months,
the purloined Patriot jersey has made headline.

The theft was treated as a felony by law enforce-
ment — another surprise. But then I thought about
the potential resale of such a historic piece of sport’s
history, and how it could fetch several hundreds of
thousands of dollars. Some speculated about half a
million dollars might be paid for it.
Anyway, the FBI got involved because it became an

international incident. It was allegedly recovered
from a person in Mexico.

I cannot help but wonder, among with felony and
misdemeanor charges that will be filed against the
perpetrator, if there might be an additional charge.
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Our judges should be
elected, not appointed
Editor,

I didn’t write this “letter to the editor” to strike a
nerve in Jerome “Whitey” Pawlosky.  I wrote this let-
ter to see if I could get people with his way of think-
ing to see the light of day.
We need judges but not like what we have in the 9th

District Court.  These judges don’t follow the law
that they were appointed to follow.
Why is “Whitey” so happy that these judges stopped

President Trump’s executive order to ban these peo-
ple from the Middle East from coming to the United
States for 120 days until we can do a good job vetting
them?  He mentioned Timothy McVey — I wonder
how many Timothy McVeys are there in the 110,000
individuals that President Obama let into our country
because the CIA and FBI keep saying there is no way
we can vet them?

The ones Obama let in last year — 60 of them are
locked up already and the FBI is tracking 300 of them
that want to do us harm. I don’t want taxpayers’
money tracking them.  They should be deported.
If the President would try to do that, we would have

these bleeding heart liberal judges trying to stop him.
Whitey, do you remember a few years back when a

judge rose up acting like God and stopped wolf hunt-
ing in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota? He
probably can’t distinguish the difference between a
dog and a wolf. We might as well get rid of our biol-
ogists because these judges claim to know every-
thing.

And the people overwhelmingly voted to have a
marriage between a man and a woman, but a judge
knew better and overruled us.

To stop these judges, we have to vote them in.  No
appointments for life terms.
Why don’t you and your liberal friends just stop cry-

ing? President Trump won’t take away your First
Amendment.

Robert Peruski
Ubly
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week

The following people appeared
in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Mark E. Biebel, 43, Caro, was
sentenced to 30 days in the county
jail, with work release, following
his plea of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
Oct. 1 in Caro.
He was also placed on 36 months

probation and ordered to complete
480 hours of community service
and pay court costs and fines to-
taling $1,228 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Christopher L. Vollmar II, 37,
Akron, pleaded no contest to a
charge of interfering with elec-
tronic communications Feb. 1,
2016, in Akron Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (two prior felony
convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case, bond was re-
voked and the defendant was re-
manded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department. Sentencing
is to be scheduled.
*Gerald L. Grayden, 72, Lapeer,

was sentenced to two to 15 years
in prison following his pleas of
guilty to obtaining, possession or
transferring personal identifying
information with intent to commit
identity theft, and possession of a
counterfeit/forged state identifica-
tion card Oct. 2 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $326.
*Sam E. Poe, 53, Vassar, was

sentenced to six months to five
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to charges of posses-
sion of a firearm by a felon and
possession of a firearm in the
commission of a felony Aug. 11 in
Vassar Township.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $326.
*James P. Robak, 31, Allen Park,

pleaded guilty to larceny in a
building April 21 in Indianfields
Township. He was also convicted
of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony con-

victions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Stephen M. Webster, 24, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
assaulting a prison employee, two
counts of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer, and
one count of operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the influence of
liquor Jan. 1 in Caro.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $10,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Sue A. Tallman, 47, Caro,
pleaded guilty to attempted em-
bezzlement of $1,000 to $20,000
while employed by the Caro
Moose Lodge between October
2004 and December 2015.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,000. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Gregory A. Barrick, 59, Warren,

was sentenced to 80 days in jail
following jury convictions on
charges of driving while his li-
cense was suspended, operating
an unregistered motor vehicle,
failure to transfer a motor vehicle
title, and assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer June
18 in Indianfields Township, and
following his plea of no contest to
escape from custody Oct. 11 in
Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $1,043 plus attorneys fees
of $500.

*Karen E. Easterly, 60, Fair-
grove, was sentenced to one day
in jail following her pleas of no
contest to two counts of attempt-
ing to write a no-account check
between Nov. 2, 2015, and Jan. 8,
2016, in Caro.
She was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $235.
*Kenneth D. Grady, 27, Deford,

received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no con-
test to delivery/manufacture of
cocaine, heroin or another nar-
cotic (less than 50 grams) March
23, 2016, in Novesta Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,008 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Robert W. Browning, 49,
Kingston, was sentenced to two to
10 years in prison following his
pleas of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the in-
fluence of liquor, third offense,
and fleeing a police officer Oct. 29
in Kingston Township. He was
also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

Browning also pleaded guilty to
charges of possession of a firearm
by a felon, possession of ammuni-
tion by a felon, and possession of
a firearm in the commission of a
felony Aug. 9 in Kingston Town-
ship.
In addition to prison time, he was

ordered to pay costs and fines to-
taling $770.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A Gagetown couple has been
charged with one count of obtain-
ing money by false pretenses in a
case alleged involving $1,000 to
$20,000.

Evonne G. Kucharczyk, 59, and
Douglas N. Kucharczyk, 56, were

arrested by the Gagetown Police
Chief Gene Bucholtz in early Feb-
ruary.

According to court records, the
Kucharczyks allegedly continued
to rented a home in Gagetown
after the county foreclosed on the
property.

Bond in the case was set at
$2,000 for each defendant.

The Kucharczyks, who have
posted bond, were bound over to
Tuscola County Circuit Court
March 6 and are awaiting pre-trial
hearings, which have been sched-
uled for April 17 at 1 p.m.

Court officials noted this case is
not tied to the Hearts Faith Adult
Foster Care (AFC) the couple
owns in Bad Axe.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’ deputies
arrested four suspects in conjunc-
tion with a drug trafficking inves-
tigation in Sebewaing last week.
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported

the arrests took place last Wednes-
day.
“The first two (suspects) were ar-

rested during a traffic stop at Main
Street and Beck Street on felony
charges for the sale of heroin and
crack cocaine. They were a 42-
year-old husband with an exten-
sive felony criminal history, and
his 37-year-old wife, both from

Saginaw,” he said.
“A search warrant was then

served at a West Sebewaing Street
address, which resulted in the ar-
rest of a 42-year-old Sebewaing
woman and a 27-year-old Sebe-
waing man” on the same charges.
“In all, a Saturn Vue, nearly $500

in cash and heroin and crack were
seized,” Hanson said, adding all of
the suspects were transported to
the Huron County Jail, where they
were awaiting formal arraign-
ment.

“As of press time, the Saginaw
man’s bond is $50,000 cash, his
wife’s is $350, and the Sebewaing
man and woman need $20,000

cash per person in order to post
bond,” the sheriff noted.

Sebewaing Village police and
Fairhaven Township police as-
sisted deputies.

Hanson encourages residents to
report tips related to illegal drug
activity by calling their local po-
lice department or Huron County
Central Dispatch’s non-emer-
gency number anytime at (989)
269-6421. “Confidential callers
can use our TIPS Line of (989)
269-2861.  We’re also available
on Facebook through our Huron
County Sheriff’s Office Drug
Task Force page, he said.

Deputies arrest 4 on drug charges

Gagetown area couple face charges
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Dear graduates,
don’t be stupid

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Forty Owen-Gage students in
grades 6 through 8 participated in
a school-level competition of the
24th annual National Geography
Bee sponsored by Google. Stu-
dents answered oral questions on
geography. Aaron Fahrner, a sixth
grade student, won the school
competition and advanced to the
state level by completing a written
examination. The second-place
winner was eighth grade student
Daniel Good. Jacob Warack, sev-
enth grade, placed third. State
winners qualify for the national
championship in May, with a
chance to win a $25,000 college
scholarship.

Becky Kemp of Sebewaing was
the latest drawing winner at
Schneeberger Furniture and Ap-
pliance in Cass City. Sales person
Kim Donovan presented Kemp
with a new Whirlpool Estate
washing machine.

There’s a sharp shooter at the
Cass City High School and her
name is Morgan Anderson. The
Red Hawk freshman recently used
a Genesis compound bow at the
NASP - national archery in
schools program - competition
and placed 11th out of 40 ninth
grade females entered at the elite
event. She ranked 86th out of 471
total females who participated, ac-
cording to mom Anne Anderson
who added, “She practiced with
the Laker Archery Club team in
Pigeon. Her coaches were Rob
Snider and Ray Licht. She has
been on the Laker archery team
since the 6th grade and in 7th and
8th grade she advanced to national
competition in Louisville, Ken-
tucky  

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Air Force Airman Cristan J.
Parker has graduated from basic
military training at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.
During the 6 weeks of training,
the airman studied the Air Force
mission, organization, and mili-
tary customs and courtesies; per-
formed drill and ceremony
marches, and received physical
training, rifle marksmanship, field
training exercises, and special
training in human relations. In ad-
dition, airmen who complete basic
training earn credits toward an as-
sociate degree through the Com-
munity College of the Air Force.
Parker is the grandson of Bruce
Brown of Ubly, and son of Joanne
Parker of Biloxi, Miss. He is a
2005 graduate of Ubly High
School.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

It was an eye opener for John
Haire, as he listened to Holli
Cooper and Andrew Nahernak,
third graders, whiz through 2 sto-
ries in March is Reading Month
activities at Campbell Elementary
School.

Greg and Kathy Dorman,
Snover, were formally honored as
the Michigan Milk Producers As-
sociation’s Outstanding Young
Dairy Couple for 1991 during the
milk cooperative’s 76th annual
meeting March 21 in East Lans-
ing.

Marine Sgt. Edward K. Brock,
whose wife, Dawn, is the daughter
of Leslie and Carole Hartwick of
Cass City, recently received a cer-
tificate of commendation. Brock
was cited for superior perform-
ance of duty while assigned at As-
sault Amphibian School, Marine
Corps Base, Camp Pendleton,
Calif. He consistently performed
his demanding duties in an exem-
plary and highly professional
manner. He is a 1983 graduate of
Caro High School, Caro.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Morell, ac-
companied by Mr. and Mrs. War-
ren Patterson of Lexington,
attended the auction sale at Apple-
gate Saturday of a friend, Sterling
Massman. They also visited Mr.
and Mrs. Kurt Nunn near Port
Huron and their infant twin
daughters, Katie and Kristie. The
babies are grand-nieces of Mr.
Morell.
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Freeman of

Deford, celebrated their 30th wed-
ding anniversary Sunday with a
family dinner in their home,
hosted by their daughters. Free-

“This life’s hard, but it’s harder if you’re stupid.”

—Young gun runner Jackie Brown, a character in George V. Hig-
gins’ 1970 novel, “The Friends of Eddie Coyle.”

I think that’s the line I would lead with if I were ever asked to be a
commencement speaker, although it’s my hope I’ll never have to worry
about preparing that speech (which is why I write – not speak – for a
living).
It’s a hard lesson, one we’ve all faced in one situation or another. Some

of us seem to need to learn the same lesson several times before it sinks
in, and some of us never figure it out. That’s unfortunate, because if
your stupidity doesn’t kill you, you’re going to have more time than
you want to live with regret.
But back to commencement, which marks the culmination of all sorts

of fun for area seniors as they welcome back warmer weather along
with proms, parties, beach outings, mini-road trips, etc.

My advice to these young adults would be this:

“Congratulations! What a great time in your life – ready to tackle the
next chapter, figuring out how to balance more independence with an
equal measure of responsibility, and experiencing more of the thrill of
victory and agony of defeat that come with “adulting”.
Please, just take a few moments before you make a decision that your

gut tells you to give a second a thought to, and don’t be stupid.
If you want a definition, start with all those lectures mom and/or dad

have been boring you with for years. Yup, driving too fast is a bad idea,
so is anything that takes your attention off the road in front of you. Your
folks were also right when they warned you about drugs and alcohol.
If you really think it’s all fun and games – only losers get addicted,
right? — visit a rehab center and look into the eyes of a 20-year-old
trying to kick a four-year heroin habit (if he or she is fortunate; other-
wise you’ll find him or her in a morgue somewhere).

What a terrible waste.
The same goes for the kids who put themselves in situations they should

have known were dangerous. Here’s a hint: if a gathering of friends
and/or acquaintances involves heavy drinking, motor vehicles and a
few short tempers, you might want to grab a close friend and catch a
movie instead.

In addition to avoiding stupid acts, you’ll want to acknowledge an-
other handicap people your age have in common: many of you really
do think nothing really bad is going to happen to you.
It could, and you’ll find all the proof you need along the side of many

roadways in the form of wooden crosses and flowers marking the scenes
of fatal accidents. You might also catch a glimpse of a photo in an area
newspaper of a classmate or someone you once knew – placed there by
a family member marking yet another year passed since they lost their
loved one to a death that, perhaps, didn’t have to happen.
Be careful out there while you’re preoccupied with grabbing a hold of

life and making your own way, regardless of whether your journey in-
volves more school or vocational training, service to your country or
entry into the job market right out of high school.
Try to make decisions you know are the right ones, and the people who

love you will be cheering you on every step of the way. 
Of course, be prepared to fail, too. We all do, you know (in spite of all

the people you know who work so hard trying to hide the fact that they
have faults). There’s no shame in it unless you give up because “there
must be an easier way”. Just keep in mind that more often than not,
there isn’t an easy way to achieve something worthwhile.

Don’t forget to enjoy yourself along the way and appreciate family
members and friends who make your life something special. Like I said,
these are going to be some of the best years of your life.

Please, just don’t be stupid.

Marine Private George A. Mc-
Dowell, son of Mr. and Mrs.
William Charles McDowell Jr. of
Ubly, has graduated from eight
weeks of recruit training at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot at
San Diego, Calif. He will now un-
dergo about three weeks of indi-
vidual combat training and then,
after leave at home, will report to
his first Marine Corps assignment.

Mrs. William Toner returned
home after spending two weeks
with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schwartz
and family in Pontiac and two
weeks with Mr. and Mrs. William
Toner Jr. in Hazel Park.

Elwyn Helwig of Croft-Clara
Lumber Co. attended a two day
window workshop at Bay Port,
Minn., recently. The course in-
cluded a trip through the plant of
Andersen Corp. and a day and a
half devoted entirely to learning
how windows affect the livability
of a home.  

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

Lucille Elaine Brown, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil U. Brown,
earned the valedictory honors of
the Class of 1942, Cass City High
School. The number of honor
points earned by Miss Brown Was
2.90. Lowell Sickler, Jr., and Is-
abelle Gertrude Stirton tied with
2.82 points each for salutatorian
honors. Miss Stirton is a daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Stirton of
New Greenleaf and Mr. Sickler is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Lowell
Sickler, Sr., of Novesta Township.
A lovely wedding took place Sat-

urday afternoon in the Ellington
Nazarene Church when Miss
Lucy May of Ellington was united
in marriage with Raymond Rinerd
of Flint. The Rev. Albert E. Raloff,
pastor, read the service.

Over 1,000 people attended the
two night performance of the
three act comedy, “George Wash-
ington Slept Here,” presented
Thursday and Friday of last week
by the junior class of Cass City
High School. The able presenta-
tion of this hilarious play by the
cast reflected great credit on
Daniel Kroll, speech instructor,
who directed the presentation. In
the group of players were the fol-
lowing junior students: Stanley
Kirn, Clarence Bukowski, Frances
Koepfgen, Jeanne Muck, James
McCoy, Josephine Nowicki, Betty
Jo Agar, Edward Doerr, Vera
Lounsbury, Florabelle Wright,
Helen Bolla, Stanley VanVliet,
George McQueen, Don Doerr,
Joan Muntz, Lulubelle Heron and
Fred Auten.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

Miss Mable, youngest daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. T. Lounsbury, and
Cal Hiser of Elmwood were mar-
ried at Caro Tuesday. They left on
a trip to Saginaw and Bay City
and will make their home on the
groom’s farm in Elmwood.

Nine pigs were sold by Chas
Seeley Saturday and he carried
home $300.00 in payment. Eight
thousand dollars worth of live
stock was shipped from Cass City
to Buffalo Saturday by
Schwaderer Bros. & Striffler,
local stock buyers.
Dr. P. A. Schenck, joint owner of

the building with Mr. Wood, will
move his dental office in the near
future to rooms on the second
floor. The dental office will be lo-
cated in the room under the Lower
which makes it ideal in that it is
has an abundance of light. This
room will be finished in white and
the woodwork in white enamel.
The reception room is to the west
of the dental office and a labora-
tory to the south. The reception or
waiting room has an oak floor,
burlap base to the walls with the
upper portion finished in light tan
and the ceiling in a cream tint.
Bailey & Graham, barbers, were

the first to move into the Sheridan
Building since it was remodeled
for business tenants. While their
work room is some smaller than in
the old quarters, they still have
sufficient space for their needs
and are well pleased with the new
location. The barber shop is fin-
ished on a brown and tan scheme.
The burlap wainscoting is done in
brown, the walls in tan and the
ceiling in cream, while the wood-
work is a natural oak finish. The
shop is heated by steam and new
light fixtures of the semi-indirect
type will be installed soon.

man and Ruth Phillips were mar-
ried March 22, 1952, in Deford.
They have a son, Gilbert, at home,
and five daughters, Terri
Graichen, Deford, Debra Hess,
Deford, Rebecca Spencer,
Kingston, Penny Matuszak, Caro,
and Holly Binder, Caro, and seven
grandchildren. Freeman is a bus
driver and custodian at Deford El-
ementary School. Mrs. Freeman is
employed at General Cable in
Cass City.

Lisa Britt is student of the week
for the week of March 22 at Cass
City Intermediate School. She was
chosen for her classroom leader-
ship and total involvement in the
school process. The daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Britt of
Cass City is a sixth grader.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Trzemzal-
ski of Deford announce the bap-
tism of their daughter, Anna Rose,
who was born Dec. 1 at Hills and
Dales General Hospital, weighing
seven pounds, 13 ounces and
20.75 inches long.

Pvt. Richard L. Corl, son of
William L. and Marlene A. Cor1
of 1545 Wadsworth Road, Ubly,
has completed a tracked-vehicle
mechanic course at the U.S. Army
Armor School, Fort Knox, KY.
During the course, students were
trained to repair engines, trans-
missions, and the fuel, electrical
and air hydraulic systems of the
Army’s tracked vehicles. They
also learned to perform recovery
operations for abandoned, dam-
aged, disabled or mired vehicles.
He is a 1981 graduate of Bad Axe
High School.

40 YEARS AGO (1977)

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Doerr had as
guests from Friday evening until
Sunday, her brother and his wife,
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Wright of
Whitmore Lake. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Englehart
and son Dallas, Mrs. Englehart’s
father, Maynard DeLong of Port
Huron, Mr. and Mrs. Delbert En-
glehart and child and Mrs. Delbert
Englehart’s sister, Miss Virginia
Kill were in Warsaw, Ind., from
Saturday until Monday where
they visited Mr. and Mrs. Lee
Bracey and children. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher Sr.,
Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher Jr.,
Elizabeth and Jim visited Mr. and
Mrs. Rocky Culpepper at Mar-
lette, Friday evening. Also a guest
there was Mr. Culpepper’s
mother, Mrs. David Culpepper of
LaGrange, Ga.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Smith of
Decker announce the engagement
of their daughter, Deborah Lynne,
to Raymond Buerkle Jr., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Burkle
Sr., of Snover. An Aug. 20 wed-
ding is planned.

Navy Chief Fire Control Tech-
nician Donald L. Cook, whose
wife Janet is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Lyman Hull of Hurds
Corner Road, Gagetown, has re-
turned from an extended deploy-
ment in the Western Pacific. He is
a crew member aboard the guided
missile destroyer U.S.S. Towers,
homeported in San Diego. As-
signed as a unit of the U.S. Sev-
enth Fleet, the Towers conducted
combined training operations with
various Navies of friends and al-
lies in the western Pacific area.
Denise Fox, daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. James Fox of Cass City, will
be honored Saturday, April 16, at
the 29th annual Honor’s Day con-
vocation of the University of
Texas at Austin. This marks the
second year that Miss Fox, a mi-
crobiology major with a 3.7 grade
point average, was so recognized.
She will graduate in December.
Those honored are among the top
70 junior and senior scholars at
the university.

50 YEARS AGO (1967) 

Miss Ruth Ann Severance of
Decker became the bride of Pvt.
David Lee Marshall in a March 19
double-ring ceremony at the
Shabbona Methodist Church. The
Rev. Clayton Turner, pastor of the
Vassar Presbyterian Church, as-
sisted by the Rev. William
Burgess, pastor of the Shabbona
Methodist Church, officiated at
the ceremony at 2:30 Sunday af-
ternoon. The bride is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Severance
of Decker and the groom, the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Marshall of
Deford
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cians spend more time in school
and conduct deeper study of dis-
eases. Nurse practitioners also
focus heavily on education. They
often complete graduate-level
courses and complete hundreds of
hours of clinical work, but not as
in-depth as a physician does.

A nurse practitioner can see pa-
tients at every phase of their lives,
and they can specialize in many
different areas.
“The aspect of becoming a nurse

that I liked is that there are a vari-
ety of fields. You can work in
nursing homes, in pediatrics,
neonatal, in hospitals, clinics, as a
surgical nurse, and other areas,”

ing Degree and as a graduate of the Family Nurse Practitioner Program.
She also has a Bachelor of Nursing Degree from Oakland University.
“She will see patients at Family Healthcare of Cass City and the after-

hours clinic,” said Blaine, who added Caverly resides in Caro with her
family.

Kimberly Knoll, FNP-BC, most recently graduated from the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Flint, with a Master of Science in Nursing Degree and
as a graduate of the Family Nurse Practitioner Program.  She also has
a Bachelor of Nursing Degree from SVSU.  Kim will see patients at
Family Healthcare of Cass City.  Kimberly resides with her family in
Frankenmuth.
Mary Krause, FNP-BC, most recently graduated from Maryville Uni-

versity, with a Master of Science in Nursing Degree and as a graduate
of the Family Nurse Practitioner Program. She has a Bachelor of Nurs-
ing Degree from Oakland University. Mary will be seeing patients in
the After Hours Clinic and at Cass City Medical Practice.  She resides
with her family in Fraser.
Chances are good that at your next doctor’s appointment, you may be

seen by a nurse practitioner rather than your primary care physician.
“Hills and Dales General Hospital now has ten nurse practitioners that

work alongside our physicians to provide quality care to our patients,”
Blaine said.
“Physicians and nurse practitioners have special skill sets that are im-

portant for patient care,” she added. “Physicians are formally trained in
medicine, meaning the treatment of disease through medication, med-
ical procedure and sometimes surgery.  Nurse practitioners, who also
are registered nurses, are formally trained in caring for the sick and have
knowledge of how to diagnose, treat and manage many common ail-
ments. In many cases, they perform the same functions.

“Physicians spend more time in school and conduct deeper study of
diseases. Many physicians will identify a specific area or specialty that
they have the most knowledge or interest in to pursue as a career,”
Blaine explained.

“Nurse practitioners also focus heavily on education, (but) they see
patients at every phase of their lives, and typically don’t specialize in
any one area. They can function well as primary care providers because
their background includes knowledge of both holistic and wellness-ori-
ented programs, which spotlight education, risk identification and pre-
ventative care.

Blaine added, “Hills and Dales nurse practitioners work closely with
our primary care physicians to ensure all of our patients are taken care
of whether it is in the clinic setting or on the inpatient unit.”

ees of LPG.
“Bennett, both personally and through his subordinates, repeatedly

and falsely certified to customers that LPG had property inspected and
tested the cargo tank portions of tanker trucks used to transport liquid
and gaseous bulk cargos, including explosive materials, as required by
the Department of Transportation regulations governing five year re-
certifications,” Lemisch said, noting the regulations are designed to en-
sure the safety of the public on the roadways and the people who work
on and around the cargo tanks.

“Bennett also knew that the water tank at LPG that should have held
the water used to conduct hydrostatic pressure tests was drained to pre-
vent freezing. Nevertheless, he continued to certify that hydrostatic
pressure tests had been done on tanks brought in for inspection,”
Lemisch said.

“Similarly, when Bennett was in charge at LPG, some of the cargo
tanks that were supposed to be tested were not emptied and cleaned
properly, making it impossible for workers to enter the cargo tanks to
conduct the required testing procedure. Bennett nevertheless falsely cer-
tified that the cargo tanks had been properly subject to wet fluorescent
magnetic particle testing and had passed inspection,” he continued.
“Knowing that the required testing procedures had not been followed,

Bennett instructed the employees at LPG to apply labels to the cargo
tanks that indicated that the tanks had been successfully tested. More-
over, Bennett directed employees to work on cargo tanks without veri-
fying that the employees followed required procedures.”
The case was investigated by agents of the Office of Inspector General

- U.S. DOT and prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Bay City.

Continued from page one.

Nurse practitioners integral part of health care
said Schank, who has worked for
Hills and Dales General Hospital
for nearly three years. “And, they
can go on to be a nurse practi-
tioner. There are so many different
opportunities available in the

medical field that a nurse can go
into.”

A nurse practitioner can also be
a primary care provider like
Schank, who works closely with
primary care physicians.

Continued from page one.

Hospital welcomes 4 practitioners

Continued from page one.

False cargo certifications 
land man in federal court
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News briefs
Suicide prevention program set 
TUSCOLA COUNTY – The Tuscola County Suicide Prevention Coali-
tion will host an education and awareness session feature Barbara Smith
today (Wednesday) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Caro Area District Li-
brary, 840 W. Frank St., Caro.

Smith is the founder and director of the Survivors of Suicide, a non-
profit group that has been supporting families and friends after a death
to suicide for the past 26 years. She also works with families and friends
left behind as a private grief and suicide consultant.

HDC is conducting assessment
THUMB – The Human Development Commission (HDC) is conduct-
ing a community assessment, and residents across the agency’s four-
county service area, including Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties, are
invited to participate.
Every three years, HDC asks customers, board members and area res-

idents about local needs in the community. The agency uses the re-
sponses to plan for future service growth.
The assessment takes about 10 minutes to complete and all responses

are confidential. Those willing to participate are invited to visit HDC’s
website at www.hdc-caro.org or Facebook page. A hard copy version
is also available Monday through Thursday at any HDC administrative
office.

Potato commission alive, well 
MICHIGAN — Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment officials announced that the state’s potato growers have ap-
proved a referendum to continue the Michigan Potato Industry
Commission.

The state potato commission was designed to promote the potato in-
dustry through research, promotion, advertising, and market develop-
ment and expansion. By law, the program must be renewed every five
years. The assessment rate is established annually by the commission
and is not to exceed 5.5 cents cents per hundredweight (cwt) for the
grower and 1.5 cents per cwt for the first handler.

A total of 19 valid ballots were cast in the referendum. Of those, 17
producers voted yes (89.5 percent) representing 9,471,678 hundred-
weight of potatoes (88.2 present of the production volume represented)
and two producers voted no (10.5 percent) representing 1,266,900 hun-
dredweight (11.8 percent).
For renewal of the program and its activities, more than 50 percent of

the voting producers, representing more than 50 percent of cwt pro-
duced by those voting, must approve it.

Kingston Lions planning benefit
KINGSTON — The Kingston Lions Club will host a craft show along
with a soup and sloppy Joe lunch from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April
1, at Kingston Elementary School, 3644 Ross St.
For more information or to rent a space, call (989) 683-2056.

Easter egg hunts on tap in area
CASS CITY — The Cass City Missionary Church will host an Easter
egg hunt in the village of Cass City Saturday, April 15, at 1 p.m. at the
football field.
In Kingston, meanwhile, the Kingston Days organization will host an

Easter egg hunt at 9 a.m. Saturday, April 8, in the Kingston Elementary
School cafeteria. Participants should bring their own basket or bag.
A photo opportunity with the Easter Bunny will be available for $5 for
two photographs. There will be four age groups, with the first hunt start-
ing at 10 a.m.

Displays set to honor veterans
LAPEER COUNTY — According to Lapeer County Commissioner
Gary Roy, the Lapeer County Historical Museum is displaying Vietnam
history now through November.
In addition, the Vietnam Moving Wall will be in Almont July 6 through

July 10, and at the American Legion Hall in North Branch Oct. 20 and
21.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

MICHIGAN LEGISLATORS recently presented a special tribute to the

Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) to recognize the staff’s role in clearing a

legal path for the state’s farmers to transport supplies to the high plains.

Michigan farmers were quick to organize relief efforts after wildfires de-

stroyed more than one million acres of ranchland, but initially faced sub-

stantial permit fees required by those states along the 1,200-mile trek for

oversized and overweight transport loads. Working with state officials,

MFB helped arrange for these fees to be waived, enabling relief efforts

to continue. MFB members, including President Carl Bednarski of Caro,

were on hand at the state capitol to accept the tribute.

State lawmakers honor MFB...
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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) officials are invit-
ing birdwatchers and other nature enthusiasts to celebrate spring and
explore Michigan’s wetlands with a birding tour at the state’s seven
Wetland Wonders or Signature Wetlands.

There will be a tour Saturday, April 8, at 10 a.m., at the Fish Point
State Game Area, 7750 Ringle Rd., Unionville. The Refuge has 2,477
acres of waterfowl habitat.
Highlights of the birding tours may include diving and dabbling ducks

in full breeding plumage, trumpeter and tundra swans, osprey, bald ea-
gles, sand hill cranes, and many others. This is also the time of year
when turtles, beaver, woodchucks, and muskrats emerge to sun them-
selves.
The tours will be led by DNR Wildlife Division staff members, as well

as volunteers from Ducks Unlimited and Audubon Clubs, and may in-
clude a “sneak peek” driving tour into refuge areas that normally are
closed.
Residents planning to participate in the tour in Unionville will meet at

wildlife area’s headquarters building. Participants are asked to dress for
the weather and wear boots because the ground will be muddy, and
bring binoculars or spotting scopes for long-range viewing.
Tours are generally conducted caravan-style, with people taking their

own vehicles to follow the guide.
Tours are designed to make people aware of the refuge, of migrating

birds, and to develop a love of wildlife and bird watching.
The Fish Point Wildlife Refuge is in the middle of the Mississippi Fly-

way of bird migration. The flyway’s path includes Canada, Alabama,
Arkansas, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee and Wisconsin.

The Fish Point Wildlife Refuge has a 25-foot observation tower that
offers a panoramic view of the area as well as an opportunity to be
closer to the birds as they land. The refuge has hundreds of acres of
corn for the birds to eat on their way through.
As birds migrate and animals come out of hibernation, there will be a

variety of viewing opportunities over the next few weeks. The best
viewing is March to May. Fish Point is a small peninsula on the south-
east corner of Tuscola County in Saginaw Bay.

Those who cannot attend the tour are invited to drive through the
refuge on their own over the next few months to observe the birds and
other wildlife. More information is available by calling (989) 674-2511.

Fish Point bird tour
scheduled for April 8
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BRAD BAKER, A Cass City High School senior

who comes from a long line of Eagle Scouts in

his family, earned his own place among the re-

cipients of Boy Scouting’s highest rank after re-

cently completing his Eagle project –

construction of a permanent stage for Memorial

Day and other ceremonies at Elkland Township

Cemetery.

All in the (Baker) family 
Brad Baker the fourth son to earn coveted Eagle rank

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Brad Baker filed the necessary
paperwork to receive Boy Scout-
ing’s highest rank – the Eagle –
just three days before the deadline
on his 18th birthday in February,
but don’t assume he’s a chronic
procrastinator.
Far from it. In fact, the Cass City

High School senior has made a
habit of living scouting’s familiar
motto of being prepared.

Take his future plans, for exam-
ple. Baker is already well on his
way to a welding career – an in-
terest sparked during his introduc-
tion to the skill at a Boy Scout
summer camp a few years ago –
by taking dual college enrollment
classes over the past semester
through Baker College.

“So, by the end of next year, I’ll
have an associate’s degree in
welding. After I get my associate’s
degree, I plan to transfer to Ferris
State University to get my bache-
lor’s degree in welding engineer-
ing,” noted Baker, who would like
to eventually ply his craft on a
pipeline or aboard an oil freighter,
preferably off the coast of sunny
Florida.

Baker and his twin brother,
Brent, are the youngest in a house-
ful of Eagle Scouts, but like his
brothers before him, he’s deter-
mined to leave his own mark on
the Cass City family’s legacy.

In a way, he already has by con-
tinuing a tradition dating back
decades to his great-grandfather,
who earned an Eagle badge before
the Eagle rank was created.
Aside from his twin, who earned

the Eagle rank at age 14, Brad has
two other brothers – Austin, now
22, and Lucas, 20 – who are also
Eagle Scouts. They are all the
sons of Jim and Stephanie Baker.
Jim Baker also earned the Eagle
rank, at age 13 back in the late
1970s.

Brad Baker, the latest in a long
line of Eagle Scouts to come out
of Boy Scout Troop 594, Cass
City, acknowledged his involve-
ment in scouting starting at the
tender age of seven or eight was a
natural choice, given his family
background, but he’s also quick to
say he joined willingly.
“It was a little bit of both; it was

in the family, but I thought it
would be a great experience.  I al-
ways liked camping and fishing
and all that good stuff,” he re-
called.

In time, Baker worked his way
up the ladder from Tiger to Wolf,
then Bobcat, Bear, Webelo and
Webelo II.  He then crossed over
into the Boy Scouts, earning the
ranks of Tenderfoot, 2nd Class,
1st Class, Star and Life before fo-
cusing solely on the Eagle.

Baker says he spent more than a
year preparing for, planning, or-
ganizing and completing his Eagle
project, one of the last and biggest
challenges before earning the right

to wear the Eagle insignia. The
project involves developing and
organizing a community service
project, with the scout expected to
not only plan the work, but also
lead a team of volunteers in com-
pleting each step.
Baker set his sights on construc-

tion of a new, permanent stage for
Memorial Day and other cere-
monies held at the Elkland Town-
ship Cemetery just east of Cass
City.
“I was just thinking of something

to do, and I saw all the mainte-
nance they had to put into the old
(wooden) stage at the cemetery,”
he said. “I was thinking of some-
thing more permanent and easier
on the eyes.

“It’s poured concrete, block and
mortar. It has a nice maroon block,
a sidewalk and a brush finish,” he
explained, adding the work has
been taking place on and off for
the past year. Weather delayed the
project at times, but Baker had
anywhere from four to eight
young people helping him along
with two to three adults.

Aside from construction, Baker
had to coordinate fundraising ef-
forts to come up with the $2,000
project cost, a task made easier by
the generosity of local service
clubs, businesses and other
groups, including the Cass City
Gavel Club, which chipped in
$1,000, and VFW Post 3644,
which also offered a sizeable do-
nation.

Baker’s accomplishment places
him in some pretty impressive
company.
Past Eagle Scouts include the late

Gerald R. Ford (38th president of
the United States), Academy
Award-winning film director
Steven Spielberg, professional
basketball hall of famer and later
U.S. Senator Bill Bradley, Mike
Rowe (host of Discovery Chan-
nel’s “Dirty Jobs” show), and Neil
A. Armstrong, the first man to set
foot on the moon.

Since its introduction in 1911,
the Eagle rank has been earned by
more than two million young men.
However, only about three to four
percent of all scouts attain the
highest rank in the Boy Scouts
program.

The requirements include earn-
ing at least 21 merit badges.  Of
those, 12 are “Eagle required”, in-
cluding first aid, citizenship in the
community, citizenship in the na-
tion, citizenship in the world,
communications, personal fitness,
environmental science, personal
management, camping, family
life, emergency preparedness or
lifesaving, and swimming, hiking
or cycling.

Earning badges along with vari-
ous scouting activities are de-
signed to encourage the boys to
embrace the same qualities listed
in the scouting law: being trust-
worthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheer-
ful, thrifty, trustworthy, brave and

clean.
Developing leadership skills is

also a vital aspect of scouting,
something Jim Baker says he can
see in his sons along with other
boys involved in scouting.
Jim’s contributions to scouting in

the Thumb includes service as
scoutmaster and assistant scout-
master of Boy Scout Troop 594,
and pack committee chairman for
Cub Scout Pack 3594, Cass City.
He is also a committee member in
the Thumb District within the 27-
county Water and Woods Field
Service Council.

However, Jim said his involve-
ment in scouting didn’t translate
into pushing his own sons into the
program when they were old
enough. “It would have been easy
to say, ‘You’re going to do this or
do that’,” he acknowledged, not-
ing his sons made that decision on
their own. “I was never a wrestler,
but all four of my boys were
wrestlers because that’s what they
liked.”

Brad attributes his success and
growth in the Boy Scout to his
dad’s example along with the
guidance of former Scoutmaster
Scott McLachlan and current
Scoutmaster Ed Nizzola. “They
were with me throughout my jour-
ney. They helped keep (me) on
track,” he said.

Brad indicated he wouldn’t hes-
itate to recommend scouting to
other youths. “It helps prepare you
for real life – to get ready for
whatever might come at you and
have a back-up plan,” he said.

Equally important, according to
Jim, is that the Boy Scouts is an
organization that still values lead-
ership and encourages its mem-
bers to take on roles as leaders.

Earning scouting’s highest rank,
Jim said, “kind of defines who
you are.  It says something about
your work ethic, your ability to
make ethical decisions.  It makes
you a leader.  It really does.”
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(989) 912-2440

Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726
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“ I saw it in the paper!”
You’ll find lots of interesting
things in your newspaper....
☺ Coupons ☺ Sales ☺ Sports
☺ Interviews ☺ Editorials 
☺ Classifieds and more.

CASS CITY CHRONICLE
989-872-2010
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Cass City Village Council 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The following Special Meeting  
of the Cass City Village Council 

has been scheduled for 
  

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at 6:00 P.M.  
 

To award bids for the Pool Roof Replacement  
and  

Pool Boiler Replacement and Installation  
and  

Approve and Sign the Change in Mode of Delivery Agreement  
with the U.S. Postal Service. 

and 
Approve a Resolution for a Charitable Gaming License for the  

United Way of Tuscola County 
and  

Select an Executive Search Initial Meeting Date with the  
Michigan Municipal League  

and 
any other business to come before the Village Council 

 
at the Municipal Building,  

6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan  
 
The Public is invited to attend. 
 
 
Nanette S. Walsh 
Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 

Cass City Planning Commission 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
The following Meeting  

of the Cass City Planning Commission 
has been scheduled for 

 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.  

 
at the Municipal Building,  

6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan,  
 

To review the Site Plan for the  
Hills and Dales General Hospital  

Expansion and Renovation Project 
 
 
The Public is invited to attend. 
 
Nanette S. Walsh 
Clerk/Treasurer 
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you
need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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KATIE KUENZLI, a Cass City junior and ad-

vanced placement chemistry student, mans a

volcano demonstration project at the STEM

fair.

CASS CITY eighth grade student Mariah Mel-

lendorf, a second year STEM student, demon-

strates a robot she programmed to “spell”

utilizing color sensors and color-coded cards

with letters on them.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor 

Local students offered to “school” community members in the subjects
of science, technology, engineering and math during a special event in
the Cass City Junior-Senior High School gymnasium last week.
More than 125 students in grades six through 12 showcased a variety

of projects – from maple syrup production to the science of waves to
rocketry — during this year’s annual Cass City STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math) Fair. 
An estimated 250 people attended the gathering, which has grown in

popularity since the inaugural event.

“(It) started two years ago, making this the third annual STEM Fair,”
said T.C. Gruber, who teaches chemistry, physics and biology along
with introductory and advanced STEM classes at Cass City Junior-Se-
nior High School.

“As a science department, we recognized that students were doing a
lot of exciting work in and out of class and we wanted to give the stu-
dents the opportunity to show the community,” Gruber added. “It has
been a very popular event for students. This year we had a little over
80 student projects submitted, and that number has increased each year.

“The goal of the event is to give students an opportunity to show off
their STEM skills to their parents and community as well as learn more
about a topic of their choice,” he explained. “We also invite after school
groups and colleges to the event so that that students and families can
get an idea of future STEM opportunities.

“The AAUW sponsors the scholarship prizes for the winners of the
STEM Fair that are handed out at their senior awards night,” Gruber
said. “First place this year was CarLee Stimpfel with a wave demon-
stration, second place was Addy Battel with a maple syrup presentation,
and third was Shaede Perzanowski and Brad Hacker with a rocket
demonstration.”

THE DEFORD Dazzlers 4-H Club was among the Cass City STEM Fair

exhibitors. Team members, including (above, from left) Keaghan Garten,

Alexander Hansen and Teresa Tomasino, will be launching their nine-

foot rocket during the 2016-17 NASA Student Launch Challenge next

month in Huntsville, Ala. Missing from the photo are team members Mia

Wright, Sam Gordon and Ethan Thane.

dress those issues.
“We’ve learned from other town-

ships that you just cannot zone to
keep them out, but regulations can
be set that have to be met,” she
added. “Solar farm development
is being considered here. There
are five property owners on the
southeast side of the township that
have been contacted.”

Some landowners in Almer and
Ellington townships are also
among those who have been con-

Continued from page one. tacted regarding solar develop-
ment, and a wind farm is also
being planned in those two town-
ships.
Peters takes issue personally with

the moratorium. 
“Some have a real issue about

any kind of change in the town-
ship… especially wind and solar
development. They don’t want
commercial zoning or any indus-
trial zoning, and yet they want
(services) and a new township
hall,” said Peters, referring to
input from audience members at

township meetings. “We have no
tax base. You need to have a tax
base for money to do things.”

Currently, the only solar farm in
Tuscola County is a $2.5 million,
665-kilowatt operation at 2437
East Dayton Rd. Wells Township
that was developed in 2014 in a
partnership between DTE Energy
Company and Thumb Electric
Company. 

In addition, some farming oper-
ations throughout the county have
solar panels to generate power for
their own use.

Meeting to address alternative energy rules

Students showcase
their STEM skills
during annual fair
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