
Peter Cristiano, hired LaPonsie on
a split vote – 6 to one – with
Trustee Jenny Zawilinski casting
the lone dissenting vote.

LaPon-
sie did
not at-
tend the
m e e t -
ing, but
newly-
elected
council-
m a n

T o m
H e r r o n
assured

the council that LaPonsie was
willing to take the job. The posi-
tion was to begin last Wednesday
and last for three months initially,
with an hourly pay rate of $30.36.
No benefits are included in the
package.

Nearly 50 people attended last

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Village Council
hired its second interim manager
in eight days last week, replacing
Police Chief Craig Haynes with
former long-time Cass City Vil-
lage Manager Lou LaPonsie.

The decision came during a 20-
minute special session that fol-
lowed an hour-long committee of
the whole meeting Tuesday night,
during which council members
conceded the job of interim man-
ager was too much to ask of the
community’s chief law enforce-
ment officer, who oversees one of
the Thumb’s few full-time local
police departments.

The council, which initially ap-
pointed Haynes to the interim po-
sition during its last regular
monthly meeting Jan. 30 follow-
ing the resignation of Manager

requested to determine if Brigham
is capable of assisting with his de-
f e n s e ,
while the
cr iminal
responsi-
b i l i t y
e v a l u a -
tion was
conducted
to deter-
mine if he
can be
held crim-
inally responsible for his alleged
actions.
A trial date for the case has been

set for Tuesday, May 2, starting at
8:30 a.m. in Tuscola County Cir-

Caro trooper
among award

recipients
Page 8

Sheriff: bay ice
making fishing
risky business
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Thumb agri-businesses
among those honored

by MABA officials
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MEMBERS OF the Cass City Village Council voted to hire former long-

time Cass City Village Manager Lou LaPonsie as the village’s new interim

manager during a special meeting last week. The council approved the

hiring 6-1, with council Pro Tem Jenny Zawilinski (fourth from left) cast-

ing the lone dissenting vote.

LaPonsie on the job as new
interim manager in village

Teens come forward in ethnic

intimidation case, face charges

Hate crime solved

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Two teenagers have come forward regarding their involvement in an
incident involving ethnic intimidation last November in Tuscola
County’s Koylton Township.
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E. Reene issued a news release Fri-

day, saying charges were sworn out against Anthony Robert Ford of Al-
lenton and Jacob Jonathan Peters of Brown City, both 17, stemming
from the Nov. 12 incident

“Each defendant was charged with a single count of ethnic intimida-
tion, which is punishable by a maximum of two years (imprisonment),”
stated Reene, who lauded the work of investigators in solving the crime.
“Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department deputies and detectives inves-

tigated this matter thoroughly, professionally and comprehensively,” he
added.

“It is important to note that both defendants did voluntarily, and on
their own accord, contact the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department to
provide details about their involvement, which led to this matter being
solved and prevented further investigation from being necessary,”
Reene said, noting one of the defendants had previously been in a rela-
tionship with a member of the victim’s household.

Both teens are awaiting formal arraignments in Tuscola County Dis-
trict Court.
In December, Tuscola County Sheriff Glen Skrent reported investiga-

tors had identified suspects allegedly responsible for the hate crime,
which targeted a county resident of Mexican descent.
The suspects reportedly taped together several cardboard boxes in the

shape of a wall and placed them in the victim’s driveway on Smith
Road. The culprits also spray painted vulgar graffiti on the boxes and
driveway, and left a doll made of balloons hanging nearby.

“The wording was about Donald Trump taking back America, and
Mexicans suck,” Skrent reported at the time, adding Deputy Steve
Roland was dispatched to the scene to investigate.
“He completed a scene investigation and was then assisted by Detec-

tive (now Undersheriff Robert) Baxter and Detective (Scott) Jones,”
Skrent said. “In following up with the case, the detectives were able to
collect evidence and identify suspects. The detectives conducted many
interviews and were able to obtain good information to complete the
investigation.”

Skrent said agents from the FBI assisted the sheriff’s department in
the investigation.

Please turn to page 8.

O-G officials formally 
extends chief’s contract

Abduction, rape suspect competent
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

A forensic psychiatric evaluation
has determined that a 48-year-old
Unionville man is competent to
stand trial for the alleged abduc-
tion and rape of a Millington-area
girl last summer.
In 2016, Tuscola County District

Judge Kim Glaspie ordered the
defendant, David Alex Brigham,
to undergo a mental evaluation
and criminal responsibility evalu-
ation at the Center for Forensic
Psychiatry in Ypsilanti to deter-
mine his competency to stand trial
on multiple felony charges.

The competency evaluation was

cuit Court.
Brigham is charged with one

felony count of kidnapping - child
endangerment, which carries a
penalty of up to life in prison; one
count of felony kidnapping, which
also carries a maximum life sen-
tence and/or a $50,000 fine. He is
also charged with six felony
counts of criminal sexual conduct,
first degree, punishable by up to
life in prison with a minimum 25
years and a lifetime of electronic
monitoring if paroled; and 11
counts of criminal sexual conduct,
second degree, another felony
punishable by up to 15 years in
prison with lifetime electronic
monitoring if paroled.

Other charges include unlawful
imprisonment (punishable by up
to 15 years in prison and/or
$20,000 fine), criminal sexual
conduct with intent (a 10-year
felony), assault by strangulation (a
10-year felony that also carries a
possible fine of $5,000), assault
with intent to do great bodily harm
less than murder (punishable by
up to 19 years in prison and a
$5,000 fine), and interfering with
electronic communications (a
two-year felony that also carries a
$1,000 fine).

All of the charges stem from a
July 30, 2016, incident.

Brigham, who was at one time
related to the victim’s family by
marriage, allegedly lured the vic-
tim away from her parent’s home
in southern Tuscola County dur-
ing the early morning hours. Court
records claim Brigham held the
eight-year-old against her will for
five hours while he repeatedly
raped and strangled her.

David Brigham

Please turn to page 8.Please turn to page 4.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

In addition to approving appointments to positions, the Owen-Gage
Board of Education recently took formal action on some previously-
overlooked business related to the district’s superintendent.  
When the board conducted its annual evaluation of Supt. Terri Falken-

berg’s performance late last year, giving her a “highly effective” rating,
Falkenberg’s contract was not officially extended. The board corrected
that oversight during its regular January meeting.
“It was extended verbally after the evaluation, but there was no actual

action taken for the board minutes,” explained Falkenberg, who also
serves as the district’s principal. “Therefore, they simply had to take
public action to do that.”

Falkenberg now officially has a two-year contract in place. Her base
salary remains at $82,500. However, she is also responsible for grading
several on-line classes, so as part of extending her contract the board
approved paying her $50 per on-line class she grades. “Last semester I
graded 19 classes,” she noted.

week’s committee of the whole
and special meetings. Noticeably
missing from the head of the table
was Village President Carl Palma-
teer, who attended but turned the
meetings over to Zawilinski, the
village’s president pro tem, to
conduct.

Palmateer also made a point of
apologizing for comments attrib-
uted to him in a newspaper story
published after the Jan. 30 regular
meeting. The comments included
quotes referring to outspoken res-
idents on a variety of issues as
having nothing more than “an ax
to grind”. He also referred to the
criticism as “idiotic” in the story,
and indicated he felt the meeting
seemed like “a waste of time.”

“There are a lot of people here
who should be offended, I think,”
resident Mike Stec said during the
citizen comment portion of the

Please turn to page 6.

Police Chief Craig
Haynes

Crash claims second victim
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies are continuing their investigation into
a horrific two-vehicle traffic crash Thursday that has claimed two lives.

Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson released a statement Sunday announcing his
office had received word from the Genesee County Medical Examiner’s
Office that a passenger in one of the vehicles, Shawn Babbitt, 21, of
Caseville, had died of injuries he suffered in the accident, which oc-
curred in at the intersection of Dunn and Maxwell roads in Huron
County’s Chandler Township. 
Pronounced dead at the scene Thursday was the driver of the other ve-

hicle, 40-year-old Sheila M. Iseler of Caseville.
Deputies were dispatched to the scene of the crash at about 5:30 p.m.
“What had occurred was a 1995 Dodge pickup being driven by 22-

year-old Todd Babbitt of Caseville, with his passenger, Shawn M. Bab-
bitt, failed to stop at that intersection as they were southbound on
Maxwell Road,” Hanson reported. “At that same time, lone occupant
Sheila M. Iseler was eastbound on Dunn Road when the Babbitt pickup
impacted with (her) 2003 Dodge pickup.”
The impact of the crash ripped the engine out of Iseler’s pickup. Han-

son said Iseler and Shawn Babbitt both had to be freed from their vehi-
cles by the Windsor Township fire fighters, and both he and his brother
were transported to Scheurer Hospital by Scheurer Ambulance service.
Shawn Babbitt was later flown to an out-of-county hospital.

Sheriff’s department accident investigators processed the scene, and
the intersection was reopened at about 7:30 p.m.

While the crash remains under investigation and will probably take
months to complete, Hanson urged motorists to use extreme care when

A TWO-VEHICLE traffic crash Thursday in Huron
County has claimed two lives. Pictured above is the
wreckage of the pickup truck driven by one of the vic-
tims. (Photo courtesy of the Huron County Sheriff’s De-
partment)



els and Civil War history.  Cook-
ing and baking were a talent and
gift of Dorothy’s.  She loved
preparing large family meals and
sharing time with her family and
friends.

Dorothy is survived by her chil-
dren:  Michael (Suzi) Healy of
Caseville, Russell (Sue) Healy of
Cass City, Louise McClorey of
Cass City and Jeffrey (Cathy)
Healy of Cass City; grandchil-
dren:  Scott (Jennifer) Healy, Ser-
ena Healy, Tara (Chase Webber)
Gwisdalla, Cyrus (Tory) Healy,

Elias (Sara) Healy, Steven
(Heather) Walther, Lauren (An-
drew) Holmes, Caitlyn (Dustyn
Parrish) Healy and Ethan Healy;
great-grandchildren, MacKenzie,
Tyler, Liam, Zander, Owen, Con-
nor and Cole; brother, Tom
(Sherry) Burk; and several nieces
and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her

sisters:  Patricia Burk, Barbara
Waggoner and Margaret Engle-
hart.    
A funeral service was held Tues-

day, February 14, in Kranz Fu-
neral Home, Cass City with Brad
Speirs of Novesta Church of
Christ officiating.  
Memorials may be made to Raw-

son Memorial District Library.
Family and friends may share
memories, prayers and stories
with the family at www.kranzfu-
neralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Senior citizen 
movies on tap
at Rawson

Rawson Memorial District Li-
brary in Cass City will be hosting
its next monthly Senior Citizen
Movies Friday, Feb. 17, at 1:30
p.m.
Films slated to be shown are:
*”Pearl Harbor 75th Anniver-

sary” – Dec. 7, a day that has lived
in infamy and shall never be for-
gotten, when 2,403 souls were lost
and more than 1,000 injured.

Revisit the historic day and cap-
ture the gripping stories of the sur-
prise attack on Pearl Harbor as
this program marks the 75th an-
niversary of the devastating
airstrike that launched the United
States into World War II (60 min-
utes).

*”Switzerland’s Great Cities” –
Join Rick Steves as he travels to
Luzern, Bern, Zürich, and Lau-
sanne. Enjoy the country’s urban
charms; get some exercise, from
ringing a very big bell to doing a
little river rafting — without the
raft.

Enjoy a variety of eye-opening
art, from Chagall and Klee to
pieces created by inmates of an
asylum. Then ponder a few Swiss
innovations, from their open-
minded drug policies to their
hush-hush underground arsenals.
And it’s all before a backdrop of
Switzerland’s stunning natural
beauty. Whether enjoying its tra-
ditional culture high in the moun-
tains or savoring the joys of
modern life in its great cities, the
Swiss get it right (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served.
This older adult program is of-
fered free of charge.

Norma Jane 
“Joann” Asher

Norma J. Joann Asher, 88, of
Cass City, died following a long
illness Tuesday, February 7, 2017
in Tuscola County Medical Care
Facility, Caro.    

She was born December 18,
1928 in Detroit, the third of four
children born to John and Anna
(Glac) Kapala.  
She married Alden M. Asher Jan-

uary 28, 1947 in Cass City.  He
died November 15, 1995.  

Joann moved with her family to
the Deford area as a young child.
She attended Leak Country
School and then went on to Cass
City High School where she met
and fell in love with Alden Asher.
Joann was a tailor for Asher’s
Men’s Wear.  She worked as a
graphic artist at the Cass City
Chronicle since 1965, retiring
after more than 40 years of serv-
ice.  Joann was an active member
of Our Lady Consolata Parish St.
Pancratius Catholic Church and
was active in their Women’s Altar
Society.  She enjoyed playing
Bridge and was a member of the
Bridge Club in Cass City.  Joann
was very creative and enjoyed
sewing, basket weaving, painting
and she especially loved spending
time with her grandchildren.

Joann is survived by her chil-
dren:  David M. (Pamela) Asher of
Goodyear, AZ, John A. (Doreen)
Asher of Alva, FL, Diane M.
(James) Bemboom of Wright-
wood, CA, Susan M. (James)
Hillaker of Cass City; grandchil-
dren:  Paul Asher, Kevin (Wendy)
Asher, Aaron (Marin) Asher,
Christi Newkirk, Lesli (Brad)
Roberts, Nicole Bemboom,
Stephanie Bemboom, Carrie (An-
drew Schinnerer) Hillaker, Allie
(Eric) Nye; six great-grandchil-
dren; and many nieces and
nephews.  

Joann was preceded in death by
brothers and sisters-in-law: An-
thony (Mary Ann) Kapala, Nor-
bert (Rita) Kapala; sister and
brother-in-law, Virginia (Edward)
Bilicki; daughter-in-law, Sharon
Asher.

A funeral service was held Fri-
day, February 10, in Our Lady
Consolata Parish, St. Pancratius
Catholic Church, Cass City with
the Rev. Thomas Held officiating.
Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery, Cass City.  
Pallbearers for Mrs. Asher were:

Jim Hillaker, Paul Asher, Kevin
Asher, Aaron Asher, Eric Nye and
Andrew Schinnerer.  

Memorials may be made to
United Hospice of Marlette or
Forget-Me-Not’s at Tuscola
County Medical Care Commu-
nity.  Family and friends may
share memories, prayers and sto-
ries with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Dorothy Healy

Dorothy Louise Healy, 85, of
Cass City, died following a short
illness Friday, February 10, 2017
in Medilodge Cass City with her
loving family by her side.  
She was born August 11, 1931 in

Highland Park, the first of five
children born to Thomas Russell
and Harriet Louise (Robinson)
Burk.  

She married Delbert Comfort
Healy January 14, 1950 in Cass
City First Presbyterian Church.
He died June 5, 2010.
Dorothy worked assembling auto

parts in Owendale and Minden
City until retiring in the early
1990s.  Known as an excellent
seamstress, she enjoyed sewing
and quilting. Dorothy enjoyed
reading, especially romance nov-
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Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

Career choice being limited...

rified of heights. I don’t even wear shoes with heals.
I’m consoling myself that being a journalist is a

pretty good gig after all and that keyboards don’t kill.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

I sold out to the establishment in the late 1970s by
forcing my free spirit to conform to tradition. It was
supposed to be only temporary while I rested and re-
grouped…It wasn’t.
Seeing me now as a gray-haired grandmother using

a wheel walker to get around, most would never think
I was once a wild child traveling around the state on
a raked out chopper (a motorcycle with the front
forks extended out) with fire flames painted on the
gas tank. The movie “Easy Rider” had nothing on
me.
Back in the day, I made Indian and costume jewelry,

did crafts and did imports. I traveled the fairs and
sidewalk sales circuit, selling my items. I would be
on the road for weeks and months at a time from
April to January. I did that for several years.
The first few years of doing that were fun, but after

a while the lure of the open road and a different town
each week wore off. I decided to take a normal job…
just for a while. That “just for a while” was 38 years
ago.
While I settled into mundane jobs, got married and

raised a family, that free spirit still burned inside.
Each spring the siren song of the open road, of being

free with the wind blowing my hair around, still calls
to me to chuck it all and just take off and not look
back.

I really had to fight the urge to once again walk
away from my life to start anew.
The love of my children kept me rooted. By the time

my children were grown and I could follow my long-
forgotten dream, my life was deeply rooted in the
day-to-day.

What has kept me going, is knowing the free spirit
is still inside of me and I can dream. In my heart of
hearts is the dream of running away and joining the
circus. Yes, seriously. I was crushed to learn the Rin-
gling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus is shut-
ting down in May after being in business for over 100
years. My ideal career option is being taken off the
table.

With that career option gone, I started to fantasize
about the possibility of joining the Flying Wallendas
in their high-wire and trapeze act that has been going
for over 200 years. That fantasy abruptly ended with
the report last week of five members of the Wallendas
act being hospitalized after falling 25 feet while prac-
ticing a high-wire act.

Plus, there is the crushing realization that I am ter-
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Last week’s issue of the Chronicle was the first at our
new printers at the Pioneer Group in Big Rapids.

While the quality of print in our maiden issue wasn’t
up to our standards; the newer, more modern press will
eventually create higher quality images once we fine
tune the process, according to Tim Neumann, who is
leading the transition from the Midland Daily News.

Neumann promises our photos will look sharper than
before, despite a slightly smaller physical sheet size.

Since 1984 the Chronicle has used several different
printers starting with Thumb Web in Caro, and followed
by print shops in Sandusky, Bad Axe, Midland and now
Big Rapids.

********** 

Students representing the Cass City Elementary School
at the Knights of Columbus Saginaw Diocesan Spelling
Bee held on Feb. 13 did quite well. Of the 22 partici-
pants, Hunter Turnbull made it through the 6th round of
words finishing in 13th place, Natalie Holdburg and
Carter Patrick  went down in the 14th round of words
tying them for 4th place.  And, Lucas Sheridan finished
in 3rd place after 31 rounds. 
Cass City had three of the top five finishers this year. 

*********  

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson reminds residents that
all offices and the Office of the Great Seal will be closed
in observance of Presidents Day on Monday, Feb. 20, so
customers can hop online at ExpressSOS.com, which al-
lows customers to renew their tabs and driver’s licenses,
get a duplicate registration, duplicate title, change their
address and register to be an organ donor. And with its
Print ’N Go feature, customers can renew their driver’s
licenses and tabs for their vehicles, motorcycles or boats,
print their receipt and drive legally until they get their
card or sticker in the mail. On their eighth year, cus-
tomers do need to visit a branch to get a new driver’s li-
cense so they can pass a vision test and get an updated
photo.

The Secretary of State’s Office mails notices to mo-
torists 45 days before their driver’s license or license
plates expire to give them ample time to renew. Licenses
and plates that expire on a day when state offices are
closed, such as a holiday or weekend, can be renewed
the following day without penalty.
License plate tabs can also be renewed at Self-Service

Stations, many of which are available around the clock.
Visit the Branch Office Locator at
www.michigan.gov/SOS to find a Self-Service Station
near you.
With the exception of holidays, offices are open Mon-

day, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Smaller offices may close for the lunch hour. On
Wednesdays most offices are open from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m., with those in city centers open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
PLUS offices and SUPER!Centers are open from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. on Wednesdays.  SUPER!Centers also provide
Saturday hours from 9 a.m. to noon.

**********  

Late breaking news. This Sunday, February 19th from
12:30 – 2:00 pm, the Cass City Missionary Church is
hosting a Spaghetti Lunch fundraiser for students going
on a Missions Trip to Red Bird Mission in Kentucky this
March. 

Everyone is welcome!

LaPonsie excellent
choice for manager

The Cass City Village Council has faced crowds and some
harsh criticism during its recent meetings as officials work
to navigate the sort of rough waters inherent in the transition
of new leadership.
Newly-elected Councilman Tom Herron has made no secret

of the fact that he doesn’t feel former Village Manager Peter
Cristiano was a good fit for Cass City, so it’s no surprise Her-
ron strongly supported Cristiano’s sooner-than-expected res-
ignation late last month.

Herron has also pushed for the hiring of former Cass City
Village Manager Lou LaPonsie to serve as interim manager
while the council searches for a permanent replacement for
Cristiano.

“Lou is very experienced, very knowledgeable. He is still
very sharp. He knows the job and he’s the best candidate,”
Herron said during a
committee of the whole and special village council meeting
last week.

It’s a suggestion the council subsequently approved – and
one we applaud.

Here’s why:
LaPonsie’s resume includes 11 years as a state highway in-

spector and engineer, and more than 25 years of service as
village manager in Cass City. His career here was high-
lighted by a number of accomplishments including meeting
the goal of paving and construction of curb and gutter on vir-
tually all village streets, and comprehensive water and sewer
upgrades throughout town, all projects made possible with
the help of thousands of dollars in grant funding he helped
to secure during his tenure.
LaPonsie retired as village manager after turning 65 about

19 years ago, but he went on to stints as an interim DPW su-
perintendent in Sebewaing (six months), and as interim city
manager in Sandusky (eight years) and, finally, in Marlette
(seven years).

LaPonsie oversaw a financial recovery in Marlette, which
had roughly $10,000 in its general fund when he was hired.
When LaPonsie left, Marlette officials had a half-million dol-
lars in the bank and were tackling street, water and sewer
projects.
We’ve twice heard one local resident suggest that LaPonsie

is too old to serve in a role he has reprised – very success-
fully, we might add – in two other Thumb communities since
his retirement as Cass City’s full-time manager. We strongly
disagree with that assessment.

In fact, we’re confident LaPonsie’s many years in public
service make him an expert in municipal government.  He’s
also obviously familiar with the Cass City community, and
he has earned a reputation for delivering measured responses
to challenges of all kinds on the job. 
Those qualities are especially vital at a time when Cass City

is poised to see construction of a new – and long-awaited —
grocery store get underway, not to mention an expansion at
the local Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) plant, and possi-
ble discussions with some major dairy organizations looking
to develop a new whey and cheese plant in mid-Michigan in
the near future.
And, keep in mind we’re talking about a temporary stint as

manager here – not a long-term solution in which a younger
professional willing to devote years to leading Cass City may
be the best choice.
What Cass City needs most now, in our opinion, is stability

and solid leadership that will make for a smooth transition
when village officials choose a permanent replacement for
former Village Manager Peter Cristiano. We believe LaPon-
sie brings both of those qualities and more to the table.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates for
display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social news
free of charge.  Social  news includes: engagements, wed-
dings, anniversaries, college graduations, birth announce-
ments and similar items.  There is a $5 fee to include a
photo.

(USPS 092-00)

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from
publication upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week
The following people appeared

in Tuscola County Circuit Court
last week on various criminal
charges:

*Rowland J. Parr, 23, Deford,
pleaded no contest to charges of
attempted assaulting, resisting or

obstructing a police officer, and
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence Oct. 18 in
Ellington Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $2,000.  Sentencing
was scheduled for March 13.

*Terry M. Herman, 26, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to two counts
of fleeing a police officer and one
count of domestic violence, sec-
ond offense, Nov. 6 in Vassar
Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $3,500.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Christopher M. Garrett, 25,
Kinde, was sentenced to 365 days
in the county jail, with worksite
privileges, following his convic-
tion on a charge of attempted
home invasion, first degree, Dec.
4 in Ellington Township.
He was also placed on 36 months

probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,008.

*Travis R. Bullinton, 26, Flint,
was sentenced to 18 months to six
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to charges of posses-
sion of cocaine, heroin or another
narcotic (less than 25 grams); as-
saulting, resisting or obstructing a

police officer; fleeing a police of-
ficer; and operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influence of
liquor Aug. 23 in Vassar Town-
ship;.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $544.
*Nicholas N. Jenkins, 33, Caro,

pleaded no contest to attempted
assaulting, resisting or obstructing
a police officer Oct. 6, 2014, in In-
dianfields Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued
at $5,000.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Tyler A. Zaborney, 20, Caro,
was sentence to 199 days in jail
(delayed for 12 months) following
his pleas of no contest to two
counts of assaulting or obstructing
a public officer July 12 in Caro.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,408 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.
*Jason D. Irons, 47, Silverwood,

was sentenced to 270 days in jail
(deferred) and 18 months proba-
tion following his plea of guilty to
possession of ammunition by a
felon Sept. 29 in Dayton Town-
ship.
He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $1,008 plus at-
torneys fees of $500.
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A U.S. COAST Guard Crew was dispatched to Saginaw Bay on a rescue

mission last week after two ice fishermen ran into some trouble on thin

ice and called Tuscola County Central Dispatch for help. (Photo courtesy

of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department)

On thin ice
Sheriff issues warning after another bay rescue

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff Glen
Skrent issued another word of
caution regarding the condition of
Saginaw Bay ice last week after a
U.S. Coast Guard crew was called
out on yet another rescue mission
this winter.
Tuscola County Central Dispatch

received a call from two men at
about 1:22 a.m. Tuesday, stating
they were ice fishing on Saginaw
Bay. The pair accessed the bay
from Thomas Road the afternoon
before and each was on a snow-
mobile, according to Skrent.

“One had gone out fishing
around noon and the other subject
joined him at around 4 p.m.,” he
said, adding while driving their

snowmobiles, one of the machines
broke through the ice, but the op-
erator managed to crawl back onto
the ice. “The other fisherman was
able to stop his snowmobile in
time, but was unable to reach his
friend.
“The Coast Guard was contacted

and responded with an airboat and
four officers,” Skrent continued.
He noted Tuscola County Deputy
Justin Nitz also responded to the
scene.
“The Coast Guard was able to re-

trieve the one who was stranded,
and the other person was able to
drive his snowmobile off the ice.
They were located about two
miles from shore,” Skrent said.
“Both subjects had been drinking

alcohol.  One subject was under
21 and (was) cited for minor con-
suming alcohol,” he added.

An ACW ambulance was on
stand-by until the men were re-
turned to shore, but both refused
treatment. Skrent identified them
as a 20-year-old male from Akron
and a 21-year-old male from
Clarkston.

“This is the type of winter where
it is apparent that there is no safe
ice on Saginaw Bay,” Skrent said.
“The bay is not locked in by ice
this year and (is) very susceptible
to winds opening up the ice.
Warmer-than-normal tempera-
tures and run-offs from recent
rains also can undercut the ice.
“We have a report in the past few

days others have been rescued off
an ice flow by a private citizen
with an airboat,” added Skrent,
who again asked residents to ex-
ercise extreme caution.

Starting this school year, the Revised School Code requires board of
education members to evaluate their superintendent’s job performance
annually using several factors. After reviewing an administrator’s per-
formance, the board assigns the administrator with a rating of highly
effective, effective, minimally effective or ineffective.

Falkenberg received the highest rating. She was hired as a teacher in
1999, and became principal in 2010. She took on the duties of superin-
tendent two years ago.

In other business during the recent monthly meeting, the board con-
ducted its reorganization meeting.
Dan Warack was elected as board president, Matt Roemer was named

vice president, Sarah Ondrajka was selected as secretary, Terry Fahrner
was elected treasurer, and Julie Good was appointed acting secretary.
The board also approved committee assignments. They are: on the ne-

gotiations committee are Julie Good, Matt Roemer and Dan Warack;
budget/finance committee members are Julie Good, Terry Fahrner and
Dan Warack; on the policy/bylaw committee are Julie Good, Katie
Wood and Sarah Ondrajka; transportation/building and grounds com-
mittee members are Tom Jeffery, Matt Roemer and Dan Warack; on the
grievance committee are Tom Jeffery, Katie Wood and Matt Roemer;
and on the personnel committee are Terry Fahrner, Sarah Ondrajka and
Dan Warack.

The board will continue to meet on the fourth Wednesday of each
month in the school’s library.

Continued from page one.

O-G board extends contract
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I can live with
some discounts

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Several Cass City Middle School
students recently performed in a
solo and ensemble festival. They
included Alex Graham, Bryan
Pinkoski, Jordan Kittle, Chandler
Cryderman, Amy Verhines, Ilana
Blattner and Taylor Spencer. Ver-
hines, seventh grade, received a
first Division I (the best mark pos-
sible) rating for her solo; Pinkoski
and Graham, eighth grade, re-
ceived a Division II rating for their
duet; Kittle and Cryderman re-
ceived a Division II rating for their
duet; Blattner, eighth grade, re-
ceived a Division I rating for her
solo; Spencer, eighth grade, re-
ceived a Division II rating for his
solo; and Cryderman, eighth grade,
received a Division I rating for his
solo.

Schneeberger’s honors Cass City
gymnasts Haley Wynn, Dakota
Wilson, Katie Hacker and Kather-
ine Woodruff as their “Athletes of
the Week” award recipients. The 4
Lady Red Hawks have qualified
for regional action in 2012, the re-
sult of hard work, according to
their coach Kathy Bouverette.
Bouverette explained that all those
girls will compete in the vault in
the March regional. Adding,
Dakota and Katie should earn their
4th required score in the floor ex-
ercise to advance into post season
play this weekend. Wynn, mean-
while, has already qualified to
compete in the All Around at re-
gionals, having already secured the
4 necessary scores in each event –
vault, balance beam, uneven bars
and the floor exercise.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Jenna Zulauf of Ubly was among
88 Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity students who were recently in-
ducted into the school’s Michigan
Delta Chapter of the Alpha Chi Na-
tional College Honor Scholarship
Society. To qualify for member-
ship, students must be juniors or
seniors, have a minimum grade
point average of 3.5, rank in the
top 10 percent of their class and re-
ceive a nomination from a full-
time faculty member.

Brandon Dubs strapped his
Owen-Gage basketball teammates
on his back and carried the Bull-
dogs to a 61-46 victory Friday over
host Peck in North Central Thumb
League action. In front of a packed
Parents’ Night crowd, Dubs turned
in a season-high 23 points to help
keep the Bulldogs on top of the
NCTL-N standings with a 9-2
mark. Peck, meanwhile, slips
under .500 in the NCTL-S at 6-7. 
Cass City grapplers Travis Mabe,

Andrew Peruski and Kyle Sier-
adzki are this week’s recipients of
Schneeberger’s Athletes of the
Week honors. The Red Hawk trio
each earned the title of Greater
Thumb Conference champion Sat-
urday at the league meet in Bad
Axe. Mabe captured the 112 lb. di-
vision, Peruski is the 125 lb. divi-
sion champion and Sieradzki is the
GTC champion in the 160 lb. divi-
sion. All 3 Hawk wrestlers com-
bined for a 7-0 mark on the day.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

Nina Davis of Cass City became
the 34th person honored as the cit-
izen of the year Saturday at the an-
nual meeting of the Cass City
Chamber of Commerce at the
Colony House. Selected as junior
citizen of the year from among 6
finalists was Jodi Erla, daughter of
Arnold and Sharon Erla of Cass
City. Junior citizens are selected
from the senior class at Cass City
High School.

The Bible quiz team of the Cass
City Church of the Nazarene
placed second in the Eastern
Michigan District competition,
held Feb. 15 at Flint Central
Church of the Nazarene. The team
was undefeated after 7 rounds of
quizzing, but lost to Howell in the
playoff of the top 2 teams. Tamara
Mearns placed third in individual
scoring among the 85 quizzers in
Saturday’s meet. The local
quizzers, besides Mearns, were
B.J. Mearns, Emily Hopper, Eric
Hayes, Heather Marshall, Angie
Boyce and Tina Pallas. The team is
coached by Evelyn Hardwick. The
Rev. R.W. and Joyce Mearns,
along with Ralph and Evelyn
Hardwick, accompanied the team
to Flint.

35 YEARS AGO (1982) 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Kelley,

My wife and I were recently wandering around Saginaw on a Saturday
afternoon when we decided to stop at a Denny’s restaurant for lunch.

We followed our usual routine of talking about what we might order
while perusing our menus when I turned to the back of mine and took
notice of the special senior citizen meal choices. I’ve been known to
occasionally rib some folks about their advanced ages, so I couldn’t
help but snicker a little as I saw what I might be able to expect for lunch
in a few years.

The grin on my face faded, however, when I looked at the top of the
menu and saw that these special deals were designed especially for cus-
tomers ages 55 and older.

Coincidentally, I had turned 55 the day before this little field trip.

Now, I faintly recalled my wife, Deb, saying something about 55 being
the age at which folks first qualify for many “senior citizen” discounts.
She would know – by that definition, she’s been a senior citizen for a
couple of years already.
But the concept was an entirely new one for me.
I’m not old. Evidently I’m just now mature enough to take advantage

of price breaks at restaurants, hotels and amusement parks, on enter-
tainment packages and at grocery stores and other assorted retailers
across the country.

That’s according to the website senioradvisor.com, which I briefly
glanced at later under the cloak of darkness in my home office.

“Last week we talked about all the wonderful discounts you’re eligible
for once you reach age 50. When you rack up a few more years, you
qualify for a few more discounts,” one of the articles read. “Think of it
as another sweet reward in your pleasant summer’s day. Some discounts
come with an AARP membership, but more and more discounts come
with just hanging in til you reach 55 or older.”
Shut up.
The author added, “Many businesses offer a discount, but not unless

they are asked for it. Perhaps it’s because the employees don’t want to
embarrass the seniors by assuming they are senior citizens and could
possibly be wrong. It’s an awkward situation. So don’t be bashful about
asking for a senior citizen discount. If you are too young, go and cele-
brate. If you get a discount, you save some money. It’s a win-win.”

I dug a bit deeper and learned that, in addition, at 55 you can choose
to live in an “active adult community”, and there could be many more
perks depending on where you live. Heck, many colleges and universi-
ties even offer free tuition to seniors.
First of all, I already live in an “adult community”, although my wife

might dispute my qualifications for membership at times. And I have
no interest in going back to school.
But I guess I could get used to the idea of saving a few cents on a cup

of coffee, dinner out or on a bag of groceries, especially if the
clerk/server insists on seeing my driver’s license before granting me
said discount.

I suppose there’s no shame in asking for a discount now and then, es-
pecially when it means I’ll have a few more dollars in my pocket for
the really important things in life, like hunting gear and fishing tackle. 

I like the way the folks at another website put it: “As you can see, it
pays to ask for a senior citizen discount, even when you are as YOUNG
as 55.”
I can live with that.

qualified for 1967 membership.
Lynn Atwell, 14, is one of 11 girls

from a several-state area that have
been selected to compete in the
National Team Selection race at
Boyne Mountain, Feb. 24-26. The
girls selected from Region III will
compete against 22 girls from Re-
gions I and II for the right to ski in
the national meet at Stowe, Vt, in
March. Just eight will be selected.
Every girl who earned the right to
ski on the national team selection
race will receive a medal. Only the
top skiers in the top class (“A” di-
vision) are eligible for considera-
tion for this important race.
Five Cass City High School Band

students participated in the Michi-
gan School Band and Orchestra
Assn. Solo and Ensemble Festival
held at Bay City Central High
School Saturday afternoon, Feb. II.
The five students received three I
ratings and two II awards. Ken,
Hiatt and John Bifoss were
awarded I for their drum duet: Pam
Dobbs and Lynn Haire received I
for piano solos and Brenda Wagner
II for her piano solo. Also receiv-
ing a two rating was Ken Hiatt for
his drum solo.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

The village caucus attracted the
usual number of citizens Monday
night, about ten being in atten-
dance. J. A. Sandham presided as
chairman and Ernest Croft served
as clerk. Walter L. Mann was nom-
inated village president; Cameron
M. Wallace, clerk; Andrew N.
Bigelow, treasurer; Chester L. Gra-
ham, assessor; Frederick Pinney,
John A. Sandham and Audley H.
Kinnaird, trustees for two years;
and Alice Donahue and Lucy Star-
mann, members of the library
board.
Miss Maxine Horner, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Horner, of
Deford, and Mr. Kenneth Graham,
son of Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Gra-
ham, of Caro, were united in mar-
riage at the parsonage of the
Novesta Church of Christ on St.
Valentine’s Day. The ceremony
was performed by Ali B. Jarman at
3:00 p. m. The couple were at-
tended by Kenneth Warner of De-
ford and Miss Elsie Pringle of
Decker. The bride chose a brown
crepe of street length as her wed-
ding gown and carried Johann a
Hill roses. Miss Pringle’s dress
was blue crepe and her corsage
was composed of Briar Cliff roses.

Miss Vera Hartman, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Maurer, and
Arthur King, son of Mr. and Mrs.
William King; of Owendale, were
married in Detroit Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14. The bride wore for her
wedding a white satin gown with
finger-tip veil and was attended by
Mrs. Vern Kirby, who wore a light
blue crepe dress. The groom was
attended by Vern Kirby. A recep-
tion was held for the newlyweds at
the home of her parents Saturday
evening. The house decorations
were pink, white and blue stream-
ers from which were suspended
red hearts in keeping with Valen-
tine’s Bay. Dancing was enjoyed
during the evening- and lunch
served. Mr. and Mrs. King will live
in Detroit where the groom is em-
ployed. They received many nice
presents.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

On Friday last all conditions were
met for the establishment of a milk
condensary at Cass City. The final
arrangements were completed late
at night and H. C. Hooks, general
manager, and Frederick M.
Hutchinson, sales manager of the
Hires Condensed Milk Co. of
Philadelphia, left the city Saturday
morning.
Bruce Brown, an Elmwood town-

ship farmer, brought two bags of
beans to Cass City Tuesday and
sold them to local grain dealers.
From the proceeds of this sale, he
paid for a three-year-old Holstein
heifer and had $2.90 left. The two
bag’s contained 5 bushels and 25
pounds of beans which were sold
on a basis of $6.85 a bushel. The
cow cost Mr. Brown $30.00. He
considers that he did very well on
both deals. The cow has a habit of 
lifting one hind leg at unexpected
times and without provocation and
this habit is what reduced her
price. Mr. Brown believes that with
gentle treatment and words of ad-
monition he can train her to forego
her evil habit and thus add from 50
to 100 percent to her purchase
price.

owners of Cass City Floral, mem-
bers of their families, and their em-
ployees, took a break Saturday for
cake and coffee and a presentation
in recognition of a quarter of a cen-
tury in business. Betty Greenleaf,
who started with the Kelleys in
1957, was presented with a gold
watch. The business was pur-
chased from Mr. and Mrs. George
Clara. Including a greenhouse, it
was then located on Leach Street.
It is now on Main Street.

A birthday dinner was held Sun-
day at the home of Mrs. Edith
Toner of Cass City, for her 80th
birthday, which was Tuesday.

Navy Seaman Recruit Jeffrey S.
Babcock, son of Franklin D. and.
Judy R. Babcock of 1575 Hurds
Corner Road, Cass City, has com-
pleted recruit training at the Naval
Training Center, San Diego. Dur-
ing the eight-week training cycle,
trainees studied general military
subjects designed to prepare them
for further academic and on-the-
job training in one of the Navy’s
‘85 basic occupational fields, In-
cluded were seamanship, close
order drill, Naval history and first
aid. 

40 YEARS AGO (1977)

Bill Juhasz became Cass City’s
first Eagle Scout in five years
Thursday night during ceremonies
held at the Cultural Center. Also
present were his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. John Juhasz of Cass City.
Scoutmaster Jim Baker officiated
at the program. About 40 persons
attended.

Big winners of George Washing-
ton dollars during last week’s
townwide sale were Mrs. William
Patch and Mrs. Bonnie Laming of
Decker. They received their valu-
able prizes from Richard Jones of
Richard’s TV Appliance and Fur-
niture.

Ann R. Hobart, daughter of Ben
E. Hobart of rural Gagetown, has
been named to the dean’s list for
the fall quarter at Kalamazoo Col-
lege. Miss Hobart is a freshman.
To be eligible for the dean’s list, a
student must earn a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher
Marine Private James A. Pryor Jr.,

son of Mrs. Truman Maynard of
Route 1, Owendale, has completed
the infantry combat training course
at the Marine Corps Base, Camp
Pendleton, Calif. During the six-
week course, he received class-
room instruction and participated
in field exercises involving in-
fantry tactics; the construction and
camouflage of fighting positions;
and the use of mines, demolitions
and intracompany communications
equipment. His specialized train-
ing centered on the operation, em-
ployment and maintenance of
antitank rockets, recoiless rifles
and flamethrowers. A 1976 gradu-
ate of Owen-Gage High School, he
joined the Marine Corps in August,
1976. 

Army Private Raymond A.
Balzer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Balzer Jr., 6271 Center St.,
Unionville, recently was assigned
to the 1st Armored Division in
Germany. The private, an artillery-
man with Service Battery, 2nd Bat-
talion of the division’s 78th Field
Artillery in Bamberg, is a 1973
graduate of Unionville-Sebewaing
High School. 

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

Cass City scouts were presented
their God and Country awards by
their mothers Sunday at the
Methodist Church in Cass City.
Obviously proud of their medals
are Tom Crow, Randy Brown and
Robert Alexander.

Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Wetzel of
Ithaca announce the engagement
of their daughter, Sally Jane, to SP-
4 Wilbert J. Goodall, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Walter Goodall of Cass
City. Miss Wetzel, a 1963 graduate
of Ithaca High School, is a senior
at Central Michigan University.
Goodall, a 1962 graduate of Cass
City High School, is presently
serving in the U.S. Army at Kassel,
Germany. A July wedding is being
planned.

For the fourth consecutive year,
Mrs. Kathryn M. Turner of Decker
has been named a member of the
Gleaner Life Insurance Society’s
exclusive Viking Club for 1967.
Making the announcement, John
W. Dressier, field vice-president
for the Gleaners, said club mem-
bership is awarded annually to the
Society’s most outstanding field
representatives. Only 11 others
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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Thumb area agribusinesses were among those recently recognized with
Michigan Agri-Business Association (MABA) Green Awards during
the organization’s winter conference in Lansing.

Awards were presented to 99 businesses — including several in the
Thumb — that demonstrated environmental stewardship and sustain-
ability work through the MABA program, according to Jim McLoskey,
who is an aid to 31st District Senator Mike Green (R-Mayville).

Along with the presentation of Green Agribusiness Awards, the Star
of the West Milling Company was recognized as the 2017 Outstanding
Green Agribusiness, McLoskey noted.

The agribusinesses that earned MABA honors in the Cass City area
include: Crop Production Services - Owendale, Farmers Co-operative
Grain Company - Cass City, and Wilbur-Ellis, Marlette.
“We’ve won this award before. Our Kinde location won it three times,

and this is our (Cass City location) second win,” said Farmers Co-op-
erative Grain Company’s Agronomy Specialist Adam Farmer.
The Farmers Co-operative Grain Company is located at 8480 N. Van

Dyke Rd., Cass City.
According to Farmer, the award is based on several factors, and the

Farmers Co-operative Grain Company’s focus on the “four Rs”.
“The four Rs are right place, right time, right rate, and right source,”

Farmer explained. “Which means using technology to reduce the
amount of fertilizer and using it in the right place, and customers that
have those same values.”
Farmers Co-operative Grain Company sells farm supplies, feed, hard-

ware and more.
“From energy audits to recycling, adopting the principles of responsi-

ble fertilizer application to improving fleet fuel efficiency and beyond,
Michigan is home to a really creative group of agribusiness leaders,”
said Jim Byrum, president of MABA.  “The Green Awards program is
just one way to help demonstrate the Michigan agriculture industry’s
commitment to sustainability.
“We’re proud that the Green Awards program continues to grow every

year, both in terms of the number of awardees and in terms of the steps
they’re taking to protect our air, land and Great Lakes,” he added.

The application components for the award included an evaluation of
agronomic practices, water quality and conservation efforts, energy ef-
ficiency, facilities improvement, transportation, recycling, and the use
of advanced site specific agriculture technology.

FARMERS CO-OPERATIVE Grain Company locations at 8480 N. Van

Dyke Rd., Cass City (above) and also in Kinde each earned Michigan

Agri-Business Association (MABA) Green Awards.

Thumb agri-businesses
among winners of ‘17
MABA Green Awards

committee of the whole meeting, referring to Palmateer’s comments.
Stec’s comment drew a round of applause from the audience, as did

remarks later in the evening from resident Dan Delamarter, who also
scolded Palmateer.
“First of all, you’ve got to listen to us. You’ve got to respect us. You’ve

got to respect the citizens of the community,” Delamarter said, adding
local government officials have a responsibility to serve and care about
residents, and to not talk down to them.
Palmateer apologized, saying he didn’t remember saying some of the

things published in the story. “I will not do that again,” he added. “I’m
sorry.”

MANAGER

Trustee Marilyn Biefer, spokeswoman for the council’s personnel and
public safety committee, opened the committee of the whole meeting
by outlining options for selecting an interim manager.

Biefer offered a slate of potential candidates that included LaPonsie,
former village council Trustee Nancy Barrios, and a list of 15 candidates
compiled by the Michigan Municipal League (MML).
Biefer also read through duties set forth for an interim village manager,

as well as options for conducting an executive search for a permanent
village manager. Those options included paying MML $17,000 to
$20,000 to conduct the search, spending up to $7,500 to have the Spicer
Group conduct the search, contracting with independent executive
search professional Frank Walsh, and interviewing the top candidates
considered during the city of Caro’s city manager search.

“The committee feels like we need to get someone more permanent
(as interim manager) because he (Haynes) has a lot of responsibilities,”
Biefer said, adding finding a permanent replacement “is going to be a
long process. It’s not something we’re going to be able to do overnight.”

“I think this is a no-brainer,” Herron said of hiring LaPonsie. “Lou is
very experienced, very knowledgeable. He is still very sharp, physically
and mentally. He knows the job and he’s the best candidate.”
Barrios made a point of outlining her own qualifications for the interim

position during the citizen comment portion of the special meeting, say-
ing her resume includes 20 years in the banking industry, serving the
Human Development Commission in the role of community develop-
ment, and working as a human resources manager.
Barrios said she would be willing to forego benefits. She also pointed

out that village officials are already paying for benefits for LaPonsie,
having given him lifetime health coverage when he retired from the vil-
lage many years ago.

OTHER DISCUSSION

In other business last week, the council discussed concerns regarding
blight code enforcement. Haynes said the police department has rou-
tinely handled issues such as overgrown grass by sending out form let-
ters and then visiting property owners. However, he suggested that
enforcement of residential and commercial blight problems should be
handled by a zoning administrator who has the expertise needed to in-
terpret village and state ordinances/laws.

The council also heard from Bert Althaver, local resident and former
longtime council member/village president, who questioned Palma-
teer’s handing of the meeting over to Zawilinski. Council members re-
sponded that the village president can ask the parliamentarian
(Zawilinski) to conduct a meeting.
Althaver also asked village officials to have available a balance sheet

at each meeting for residents to review.
Herron agreed and repeated his frustration over not being able to de-

termine specifics related to village finances. “I’ve been asking for a
fund balance ever since I got on the council. Still don’t know how much
money we have,” he said.
The council learned that a major equipment replacement is needed at

the wastewater treatment plant. Plant Supt. Dennis McCabe reported a
faulty switch gear will need to be replaced at a cost of roughly
$165,000, or officials could risk serious injury and/or significant equip-
ment damage in the future.
Resident Sam Moore, a former Cass City Parks and Recreation direc-

tor, noted the recent death of local resident Todd Toner, a frequent user
of the park facility, and asked the council to consider placing a memorial
there in his memory.

Other residents expressed concern about high water bills and the vil-
lage’s recent water quality report, which listed certain contamination
levels as being “moderately high”, and noted some tests were either
missed or delayed.

Continued from page one.

LaPonsie new interim manager
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We operate by what we know, not by what we feel.  Feelings are deceptive.  However, a lot of people live
by their feelings and emotions, believing them to be as valid as facts and truth.  Unfortunately, they often
run contrary and in opposition to the facts.  Jeremiah warned of this when he declared: “The heart is more
deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).  The advice often
given in our secular world is to “follow your heart.”  But doing so will usually cause one to end up deceived
and sickened.  

Many across our nation today are protesting against the current administration on the basis of feelings as
they follow a deceived heart in opposition to the facts and truth.  Never in my lifetime have I seen so many
blatantly standing up against what is right.  Surely, in their own hearts and minds they believe what they are
doing is good, but in a deceived heart, the meaning of “good” is wrong.  The deceived heart alters its defi-
nition to mean whatever current humanistic culture determines, making man the benchmark.  But man is
not the standard.  The Apostle Paul, quoting the Old Testament, declares: “there is none good, not even one,”
Romans 3:12.  You see, the standard for good is God.  He alone is good, therefore the test of that which is
declared good must be measured against Him.  

Ancient Israel fell into the trap in which we find ourselves today,
i.e., abandoning the Lord as the standard of good: “In those days there
was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes,”
Judges 17:6.  Laws, and statutes, and protocols are quite meaningless
to those who only do what they think is right.  Proverbs 12:15 says:
“The way of the fool is right in his own eyes,” while Proverbs 16:25
states: “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the
way of death.”  However, today it seems we have gone even beyond
that.  Presently, we have come to the place of woe declared by Isaiah
the prophet where good has become evil, and evil good: “Woe to
those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for
light and light for darkness,” Isaiah 5:20.  Ezekiel ministered to the
captives in Babylon who went into captivity because they believed:
“The way of the Lord is not right.”  To which the Lord responded:
“Hear now, O house of Israel!  Is My way not right?  Is it not your
ways that are not right?” (Ezekiel 18:25).  
Scripture tells us it is God who sets up kings and takes down kings.

It is God who sets up rulers and takes down rulers.  It is God who
sets up authorities and takes down authorities.  So, Romans 13:1, 2 commands: “Let every person be in sub-
jection to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God...  Therefore he who resists
authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon
themselves.”
We have a new authority that has been set up as a servant of God.  We would do well to allow it to minister

and follow what God has ordained as its work for the future of America.  
And truly, this is not what we feel, but what we know.                                             

News briefs

RTL rally, banquet scheduled
HURON COUNTY — Huron County Right to Life will be sponsoring
a free youth rally for all students ages 12 to 18 at Bad Axe High School
Sunday, March 12, from 4 to 7 p.m. The speaker will be Liz Carl.  The
event is free and will include food, prizes, music and fun.

Carl will also be the speaker at the Huron County Right to Life Ban-
quet set for Monday, March 13. A graduate student at the University of
Louisville, she became pregnant from rape at the age of 17.  After
choosing life for her son and an open adoption, Carl decided to share
her story internationally. She was the keynote speaker at the March for
Life in Belgium, has spoken twice at the United Nations, and appeared
on an episode of MTV’s “16 and Pregnant”.

The Huron County Right to Life banquet will begin at 7 p.m. Reser-
vations are recommended by calling Marilyn at (989) 269-7024 or
Jeanne (989) 658-8701.

Cooking for crowds coming up
THUMB AREA - MSU Extensions in the Thumb will host a Cooking
for Crowds Food Safety Program, which is designed to provide food
safety information to non-profit groups that prepare food for their mem-
bers or the general public as a fundraiser.
The classes will be: 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Feb. 20 at the Sandusky District

Library, 55 E. Sanilac Rd., Sandusky; 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Feb. 24
at MSU Extension – Huron County office, 1142 S Van Dyke Rd., Suite
200, Bad Axe (in the health department complex); and 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. March 3 at the MSU Extension – Tuscola County office,
362 Green St., Caro.

The cost for the class is $10 per person, which includes a 115-page
manual with check lists and information to help safely plan and imple-
ment food fundraisers or events. Pre-registration is required. More in-
formation is available by calling (989) 269-9949 (ext. 602).

Time for Walk for Warmth
THUMB AREA - On Feb. 18, there will be the 27th annual Human De-
velopment Commission’s (HDC) Walk for Warmth events will be held
Saturday, Feb. 18, in Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac and Tuscola counties si-
multaneously.

Walker registration begins at 9 a.m., with walks in all four counties
starting at 9:30 a.m. In Tuscola County, the walk begins at the Brent-
wood Lanes, located at 178 Park Dr. in Caro; the Sanilac County walk
begins at the HDC office, 215 N. Elk St., in Sandusky; in Lapeer County
it begins at the County Historic Courthouse; and Huron County’s Walk
begins at the Wilcox Park Community Center 650 Whitelam St. in Bad
Axe.

To make a donation to the Walk for Warmth fund, learn more about
the event or have a pledge sheet sent to you, contact HDC officials at
the following numbers: (989) 269-9502 (Huron), (810) 648-4497 (Sani-
lac), and (989) 673-4121 (Tuscola) and (810) 664-7133 (Lapeer).
The events raise money to help local families in need heat their homes.

Local citizens gather pledges and walk a one-mile route. Last year, with
the support of community volunteers and businesses, HDC raised over
$65,000 to help struggling families and senior citizens.

Saving homes focus of action
CARO - Tuscola County Commissioners recently approved a Human
Development Commission (HDC) proposal to provide assistance to
homeowners to prevent property foreclosure. The board authorized use
of $3,000 from the county foreclosure fund to assist with the effort.

Blood drive set March 1 in Ubly
UBLY — The American Red Cross will conduct a blood drive Wednes-
day, March 1, at Ubly High School. Donors are welcome from 1 to 6:45
p.m.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery 
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Pastor’s corner

What we know -- not what we feel

Pastor Todd Gould



career and how I interact with oth-
ers. If they are a victim of a crime,
I try to make them feel safe. I do
my job to the best of my ability,”
he said.
The Caro Post oversees not only

MSP operations in Tuscola
County, but also Huron County
and Sanilac County.

“He is a graduate of the 127th
MSP Trooper Recruit School. He
enlisted with the MSP on June 8,
2014. He has been with the post
here since then,” said MSP Caro
Post Commander First Lt. Todd
M a p e s ,
w h o
noted he
has no
connec-
tion with
t h e
Trooper
M a p e s
t h e
a w a r d
w a s
n a m e d
a f t e r .
“It’s just
a coincidence,” he added.

Each Mapes award recipient re-
ceives a special service ribbon to
wear on their uniform. It includes
seven blue stars in honor of Cor-
poral Mapes, who was the seventh
MSP trooper to die in the line of
duty.

In addition to the ribbon, the
honorees are awarded the use of
special edition black and gold pa-
trol cars, which were recently
added to the MSP patrol fleet in
honor of the department’s 100th
anniversary. Fifty fully-equipped
2016 Dodge Chargers are painted
to resemble MSP’s iconic 1937
Ford Model 74 patrol car.

“It’s an awesome honor. I’m a
big fan of tradition and there is a
lot of that with the MSP. Receiv-
ing the anniversary car to use was
a surprise,” said Lapan, a Bay
County native.
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TROOPER DENNIS Lapan was awarded the use of a special edition

black and gold patrol car as part of his being named a Corporal Samuel

A. Mapes Criminal Patrol and Investigation Award recipient. The special

edition patrol unit was created in honor of the MSP’s 100th Anniversary.

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department responded to a call reporting
a missing child at about 5:15 a.m. A search was about to get underway
when Brigham arrived to return the child to the residence at about 10:30
a.m. and was arrested.

The girl was taken into protective custody and has since undergone
extensive counseling and treatment.

The case remains under investigation, and law enforcement officials
are asking anyone with information to call the Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department at (989) 673-8161.

Continued from page one.

Abduction suspect competent

State officials concerned
about recent increase in
cases of whooping cough 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)

is supporting the Oakland County Health Division following an increase
in the number of identified pertussis cases, commonly referred to as
whooping cough.

“Pertussis is a contagious disease that easily spreads between people
and can be difficult to diagnose,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical
executive for the MDHHS. “We support the proactive efforts of the
Oakland County Health Division in ensuring residents are aware of this
increase and the steps they can take to protect themselves and their chil-
dren.”

Anyone exposed to pertussis and displaying symptoms should be eval-
uated by a doctor to determine if antibiotics are needed. Infants younger
than 12 months are at greatest risk. Infants and children who have not
been fully vaccinated against pertussis are at a higher risk of developing
severe illness.
To be fully immunized, doses are given at 2, 4, 6, and 15 months. The 

last dose is given at 4 years old.

Pertussis is a very contagious disease that usually starts with cold-like
symptoms and sometimes a mild cough or fever. After one to two 2
weeks, severe coughing can begin.

Pertussis can cause violent and rapid coughing, over and over, until
the air is gone from the lungs and people are forced to inhale with a
loud “whooping” sound. In infants, the cough can be minimal or not
even there.

Other symptoms include runny nose, nasal congestion, sneezing, red
and watery eyes, mild fever, dry cough, and vomiting after coughing
fits.

People infected with pertussis can spread the disease by coughing or
sneezing in close contact with others who breathe in the bacteria. Per-
tussis is most contagious during the first two weeks of illness. Infants
are at highest risk of severe disease and death; older siblings and adults
often are the source.
Infants and children should receive pertussis vaccine series (DTaP) in

accordance with the recommended childhood immunization schedule.
All doses should be given as close to the recommended ages as possi-
ble.
A pertussis vaccine booster dose (Tdap) is recommended for adoles-

cents and adults, and is especially important for those in contact with
infants.  Current recommendations call for a single lifetime Tdap
booster dose with the following exception: a dose of Tdap is recom-
mended for pregnant females in each pregnancy between weeks 27 and
36.
For more information about pertussis, visit www.cdc.gov/pertussis.

Since 2000, the Michigan Youth Livestock Scholarship Fund
(MYLSF) has awarded more than $458,000 in scholarships and educa-
tional awards to outstanding youth who have exhibited at the premier
livestock events in the state.

To be eligible for either the MYLSF general scholarship or the
statewide scholarship, an applicant must be a resident of Michigan and
a graduating high school senior or a high school graduate continuing
their education at an accredited institution in the year in which they are
applying..

Applications and qualification requirements are available online at
www.michigan.gov/mda-mylsf.  Applications must be postmarked no
later than June 1, 2017.

MYLSF scholarships available

TWO TEENS face charges after coming forward in

connection with an incident of ethnic intimidation

in Koylton Township, where a resident found card-

board boxes that had been taped together and la-

beled with racist comments blocking his driveway.

approaching intersections.
“Since 2013 and including

(Thursday’s) accident, our office
has handled seven fatality acci-
dents that have claimed 14 lives,
which were the result of either
failing to stop or failing to yield,”
Hanson said. “Without referring to
(the most recent) accident because
the investigation is on-going, all
of the others simply could have
been avoided.”

He added his department has
taken a zero-tolerance approach –
and as a result has added periodic
overtime patrols – when it comes
to traffic law violations involving
failure to stop from a private drive
and failure to yield at intersec-
tions.

“Many tickets have been issued
from those types of violations, yet
accidents continued to occur,”
Hanson said. “Please once again
advise the public to always stop
when they’re required to and to
vigilantly look both ways all the
time.”

Continued from page one.

Fatal crash

Trooper Dennis Lapan

Caro MSP trooper award winner
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

A top honor of the Michigan
State Police (MSP) was recently
presented to a trooper at the post
in Caro.

The Corporal Samuel A. Mapes
Criminal Patrol and Investigation
Award went to Trooper Dennis
Lapan during a special ceremony
in Lansing earlier this month.

The award was created to honor
Mapes, who was an early pioneer
in criminal patrol and investiga-
tion. He was killed in the line of
duty during the prohibition era.

“The annual award honors the
top five percent of troopers in
each district for looking ‘past the
traffic stop’ to excel in proactive
criminal patrol and criminal inves-
tigations closed by felony arrests,”
explained a press release.

“I’m definitely honored to re-
ceive the award and be recognized
in the top five percent with so
many others who are senior troop-
ers,” said Lapan, who has been a
trooper fewer than three years.
“This is the second year the award
has been given out. The first year
it was created, it was kept quiet
while it was being developed.”
There is a story behind the award

named after Mapes. He was killed
during a traffic stop by some indi-
viduals he suspected to be “rum
runners”.

“They offered him a $300 bribe
to look the other way. He de-
clined. He knew he needed back-
up to help him, but it was before
there were radios in the cars,” ex-
plained Lapan, noting Mapes
flagged down another car and
asked the driver to get him some
back-up. While he was doing that,
the suspects shot him in the back.”

Mapes’ killers were tracked
down and prosecuted.
Although the Mapes honor goes

to the top five percent of troopers
in each district to those who “look
past the traffic stop” and are
skilled at proactive criminal patrol
and criminal investigations in-
volving felony arrests, other fac-
tors are considered as well,
according to Lapan.

“I’m very passionate about my
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Gagetown
Phone:  (989) 665-9931
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Reggie Ignash  
protects all your

moments and more

(989) 872-4432 | 6505 Main St., Cass City
ReggieIgnashAgency.com | rignash@fbinsmi.com 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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(989) 912-2440

Reggie Ignash  
protects all your

moments and more

(989) 872-4432 | 6505 Main St., Cass City
ReggieIgnashAgency.com | rignash@fbinsmi.com 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC

nan  
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Gagetown
Phone:  (989) 665-9931
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