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A 22-YEAR-OLD Sebewaing man lost his life when the pickup truck he was

driving left Bay City-Forestville Road and struck a tree early last week in

Tuscola County’s Columbia Township.

Investigation continues into fatal crash
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
are continuing their investigation
into a one-vehicle traffic crash in
Columbia Township that claimed the
life of a 22-year-old Thumb resident
early last week.

The victim was identified as
Zachary Frank Nitz of Sebewaing.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene Monday shortly after 11 p.m.,

according to Tuscola County
Undersheriff Robert E. Baxter, who
reported the accident involved a
2011 Chevrolet Silverado pickup
truck. 

“The vehicle was traveling east on
Bay City Forestville Road near
Ashmore Road when the vehicle ran
off the roadway and struck a large
tree,” Baxter reported. “The driver
was ejected from the vehicle. Fog,
wet road surface, speed and alcohol
were all contributing factors to the

accident.”
Deputies were assisted at the scene

by troopers from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro, the Unionville
Fire Department and ACW
Ambulance.

According to information from his
obituary, Nitz was born in Bay City,
attended New Salem Lutheran
School and graduated from USA
High School in 2012. He later gradu-
ated from Baker College and worked
as a diesel mechanic at Countryside.

ASHLEY AND Joshua Windsor of Cass City are the

proud parents of the first baby born in 2017 and

reported to the Chronicle by an area couple. The

Windsors welcomed their first child, Parker Lynn

Windsor, Friday, Jan. 20, at 1:10 p.m. at Huron

Medical Center in Bad Axe. She weighed six pounds

and seven ounces and measured 19 ½ inches in length.

Parker’s grandparents are Jeff and Shelly Windsor of

Deford, Ernie and Christi Garcia of Bay Port, and

Lynn Tesnow of White Lake.

Happy birthday, baby!

Snover man charged in assault, chase
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Snover man has been arraigned
on multiple felony charges stemming

after allegedly threatening his room-
mate with a knife, assaulting
deputies with his vehicle and then
leading officers on multiple pursuits
covering at least four townships Jan.
21.

Brian Franzel, 48, was formally
charged in Sanilac County District
Court last week on charges that
include assault by strangulation. He
also faces two counts of fleeing and
eluding a police officer and four
counts of assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault).

Franzel remains lodged in the
Sanilac County Jail on a $50,000
bond. His preliminary examination
was scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 7.

The six-hour incident unfolded at
about 9:35 a.m. when deputies were
dispatched to a residence in the 2500
block of West Sanilac Road in
Moore Township after 20-year-old
Snover resident reported that he had
gotten into an argument with Franzel
and, at one point during the argu-
ment, Franzel allegedly pulled a

Surprise!
Cass City Chamber names Seeley
2017 top citizen before banquet,
festivities slated Saturday night

Hills and Dales named state’s
first Level IV Trauma Center

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital in
Cass City has added “designated
trauma center” to its list of health-
care certifications.

According to Danielle Blaine, the
hospital’s public relations director,
the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS) has
designated Hills and Dales as the
state’s first Level IV Trauma
Facility.

Trauma is the leading cause of
death in people ages one to 44 in the
nation and it accounts for 47 percent
of all deaths in this age group. In
Michigan, traffic crash related deaths
alone cost $1.04 billion annually,
according to MDHHS officials, who
say the overall goal of the state’s
trauma system is to reduce the inci-
dence and severity of injury as well
as to improve health outcomes for
those who are injured.

Michigan has been engaged in for-
mal trauma system development
since 2000. The vision for Michigan
is a regionalized, coordinated and
accountable system of emergency
care that is designed to ensure the
right patient gets to the right place at
the right time.

“As a Level IV Trauma Facility,
Hills and Dales becomes a designat-
ed part of the statewide trauma sys-
tem; endeavoring to help improve
the care and outcomes provided to
all trauma patients,” Blaine said.
“Hills and Dales provides evalua-
tion, stabilization, and diagnostic
capabilities for injured patients.”

Among the key components of the
designation, Blaine added, are:

*Having basic emergency depart-
ment facilities to implement ATLS
(advanced trauma life support) pro-
tocols with 24-hour laboratory and
radiology coverage.

*Ensuring the nursing staff and
physicians have initial and ongoing
training in trauma care.

*Having developed transfer agree-
ments for patients requiring more
comprehensive care at a Level I, II or
III Trauma Center.

*Incorporating a comprehensive
quality assessment program.

*Being involved with prevention
efforts and having an active outreach
program for referring communities.

“Hills and Dales began the applica-
tion process for a Level IV Trauma
Facility in 2016,” Blaine noted.

“Once the application was submit-
ted, (the hospital) began preparing
for a site visit from the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services, which occurred in
November of 2016.  Hills and Dales
ER physicians along with staff mem-
bers received many hours of addi-
tional training in trauma care.”

What does Level IV Trauma facili-
ty mean for patients?

Please turn to page 8.

knife on him.
“Deputies arrived on scene and

attempted to speak to the suspect.
However, the suspect refused to
comply with verbal commands to
exit his vehicle,” Lt. Charlene
Washkevich of the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Department reported. “The
suspect then reversed his vehicle,
directing it towards one of the
deputies, (who) was able to safely
retreat behind cover.”

Franzel then fled the scene with
deputies close behind, but the pursuit
was called off after a distance of
roughly 10 miles due to poor weath-
er conditions.
“Deputies began to canvass the area

and, at approximately 2:55 p.m.,
they located the suspect still travel-
ing in his vehicle near Mills and
Banner Roads in Wheatland
Township,” Washkevich said.

Deputies again attempted to initiate
a traffic stop, but Franzel refused to
yield and continued to lead officers

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City community will honor one of its own this weekend during
the village’s annual Chamber of Commerce Dinner, slated for Saturday, Feb.
4, at the Cass City VFW Hall.

Doors will open at 5:15 p.m., followed by a social hour and silent auction
at 5:30 p.m., and dinner at 6 p.m.
Chamber officials are parting with the tradition of keeping the award recip-

ient name’s a secret this year, instead opting to announce the winner so that
more friends, family members and past business associates can make
arrangements to attend the dinner.

The 2017 Citizen of the Year Award will be presented to Sherryl Seeley. A
committee composed of the past five years’ winners – Jim and Judy Brown,

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 8.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

When a business in the village of Kingston closed its doors this week, the
community didn’t just lose a business. 
Residents lost a solid supporter of the town and the opportunity to visit with

the owner, who many call friend in this close-knit community, when the Red
Zone, 3498 River St., closed.
William “Bill” Harrington has owned the business for almost six years, and

during that time he developed close friendships with many of his customers
and business associates.

“It’s sad to see it close. I went to school with Bill and graduated from
Kingston,” said Don Gerds of Caro. The Red Zone was a customer of Gerds,
who is a salesman at Bosco Food Services.

Too much competition is the reason behind the store closing.
“The population base here is too small to support three stores,” said

Harrington.
Besides the Red Zone, there is another convenience store as well as a

national-chain store that opened last summer in the community of about 400
residents.

Before opening the Red Zone, Harrington was a district manager for
Speedway.  “I started this (the Red Zone) so I could have more family time

Kingston mourns the loss
of Harrington’s Red Zone

Please turn to page 6.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

As expected, a capacity crowd that
spilled over into the entryway of the
municipal building board room
Monday was on hand for the regular
meeting of the Cass City Village
Council.

Unexpected, however, was the
approval of a transition agreement
with Village Manager Peter
Cristiano, who submitted his wishes

to retire during the more than two-
hour gathering.

Cristiano, who did not attend
Monday night’s monthly meeting
and was replaced at the board table
by Village Attorney Jason Bitzer,
addressed the council in a letter, say-
ing “It is with sadness that I give
notice to retire as village manger of
Cass City. I have enjoyed every
moment in this great community. It
has been wonderful working with
everyone. All of the employees and

the village council have been excep-
tional people. My retirement will
begin on Monday, Jan. 30, 2017, at
4:30 p.m. God bless all of you, and
may Cass City have a great future.”
Newly-elected council Trustee Tom

Herron, who spearheaded an effort
for Cristiano’s removal from office
and scolded several of his fellow
trustees in the media during the
process, addressed the packed house
next.

“I know I am not too popular
around this table right now,” he said,
adding, “I liked Pete as a person but
didn’t care for him as village
manger.  I am asking the council to
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4th Grade
Carson Anthes, Romina Basanez-

Gastelum*, Lillian Betts*, Elizabeth
Binder, Mason Brown, Tim Burke,
Alexis Champagne, Danielle Curtis,
Justin Daniels, Maya Doerr, Landon
Dubs, Madyson Elston*, Maia
Estrella*, Marissa Fee, Alysa Fritz*,
Mason Gniewek*, Logan Grates,
Kacee Gray*, Jermiah Harmon,
Brooke Hatcher, Mariah Henne,

Kian Hoppe*, Elsa Ibarra, Taylor
Jones, Eric Kester, Kaylee Koch,
Rylan Kruse, Gabrielle Laming,
Cole Lenhard, Mackenzie Hudson,
Shelby Ignash*, Brooklynne
Limberger, Jarod Mathewson,
Brianna McKee, Kylie McKee,
Matthew Mellendorf, Connor
Middaugh, Carson Moody, Roman
Muter, Mia Myers-Caister*, Nikkitta
Nichols, Trent Patrick, Angelina

Periso, Isabelle Phillips, Brayden
Pine, Parker Pisarek, Madison
Radabaugh, Garrett Reinke, Ali
Rocheleau, Katelyn Rockwell,
Kartina Sarles, Dylan Severance,
Emily Speirs*, William Steely*,
Hope Storm*, Trevor Tietjens and
Elizabeth Wright.

5th Grade
Kelsey Badger, Braden Bailey,

Taylor Beckrow, Joshua Bergman,
Lance Britt, Trenton Bruno, Savanah
Childers, Diana Cortes*, Tyler
Cumper, Heather Czekai, Hailey
Dubs*, Trysten Gruber*, Ethan
Hall*, Quenten Hartwick,
MacKenzie Healy*, Tojh Tyeger
Hewitt-Miller, Brooklyn Hill,
Natalie Holdburg, Jamie Ella
Holodnick, Erica Horning, Brady
Kolacz, Katelyn Krueger, Isaiah
Krieger, Robert Krueger II*, Paula
Learman*, Kellan Leavine, Brendan
LeValley, Connor Lowman, Justin
MacAlpine, Abraham Mack, Cooper
Mallory*, Amanda Marshall, Nolan
Medere*, Ryan Mellendorf, Claire
Merchant, Hailey Morrish, Braden
Murdoch*, Cameron Owen*, Carter
Patrick, Ellie Perkins*, Allison
Peruski, Tercel Peters, Paige Roth,
Hannah Russell, Sydney Schefka,
Landon Schott, Etha Schrader,
Cohen Sherman, Drake Smith,
Tristin Smith, Josie Spencer*, Abby
Stapleton*, Wyatt Sutton, Takara
Tageson, Colin Thabet, Lucas
Tschirhart*, Kennedy VanWormer
and Aubree Venema

6th Grade

Kendal Blanchard, Anna Burke*,
Jade Caister, Saylar Cuthrell,
Montana Engelhardt, Michael
Fernald, Madilyn Gniewek,
Cameron Gottschalk, Reese Grady,
Chloe Jaworski*, Alexis Kile*,
Bryce Koch, Olivia Krueger, Ellie
Laurie, Savanna Louks, Kylie
McGrath*, Thomas Muter*, Hannah
Parker-Woodward, Kayley Salcido,
Gabe Schwendinger, Sean Searles*,
Ellie Stapleton, Joshua Steely, Riley
Swiderski*, Hunter Turnbull* and
Amelia Weiler*

Cass City Elementary announces honor roll

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE THREECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017

Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

The rules of laundry etiquette

When clothes were taken down, they were folded and
put in a basket. Within a day or two at the most, the
rule was to slightly wet them down with a sprinkler top
mounted on a glass pop bottle, and iron them. Yes,
clothes were ironed. 

I’m not getting into the 101 rules of ironing. That
would be a whole other column, but I’ll bet this infor-
mation raised respect for the person who invented the
clothes dryer.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

In working with the Cass City Chronicle, I finally
have an opportunity to use one of several associate
degrees I earned when I was attending colleges, try-
ing to decide what I wanted to be when I grew up.

One of the degrees I earned was in marketing. I
pitched a few marketing ideas for some advertising
that are being considered at the Chronicle. I’m excit-
ed about that. 
Besides being a news junkie, I also notice advertise-

ments, and I recently realized a time honored truth
when it comes right down to it: “It’s all in the mar-
keting!”

I’ve written several articles about wind and solar
development as energy sources. With the push for
alternative energy and to go green, I wasn’t surprised
when I saw an advertisement heralding the advan-
tages of solar clotheslines.

For the non-baby boomers who read my column, a
solar clothesline is the natural way to dry clothes that
was developed many, many decades ago. Instead of
putting clothes in the dryer, washed clothes were
hung outside on a piece of rope between two poles
with the clothes held in place by pinchers called
clothespins. The “energy” of wind and sun is what
dried the clothes.

In bygone days before clothes dryers, women hung
clothes outside year-round. In the winter, clothes
were freeze-dried on the line. The damp clothes
would literally be frozen stiff. I remember my mom
having cracked and bleeding hands from hanging
wash outside in subzero temperatures. And, a neigh-
bor would sheepishly hang her laundry in her base-
ment to dry during bad weather.
When I saw the advertisement for solar clothes dry-

ers, it brought those memories and memories of my
mom’s discussions of laundry etiquette. In thinking
back about the pearls of wisdom she shared with me,
I realized clotheslines were the social networking
system of the time that said a lot about the household
from the laundry on the line.
The appearance of diapers on the line announced the

birth of a child and/or grandchild to the family that
lived in that home. And, the change in the size of
clothing hung from season to season showed how
much each child had grown.

When extra sheets and nightclothes were hung, it
meant someone in the house was sick. The hanging
of the good sheets, a fancy tablecloth and extra tow-
els announced company had come to visit.
My mother solemnly intoned the rule that wash was

done on Mondays unless the weather was bad and it
had to be done later; and that absolutely no matter
how bad the weather, wash was never ever done on
a Sunday.

Nowadays, the birth of a child, having friends over,
and an illness are posted on social sites like
Facebook. 

And, while “I’m airing dirty laundry,” my mother
also taught me the “101 Clotheslines” rules.

According to the hard and fast clothesline rules of
the time, laundry was to be hung up when
the sun came up and taken down before the sun went
down. And, leaving clothespins attached to the line
after taking the laundry down was lazy and only done
by slackers.

Some of the other rules included: before the wash
could be hung, the clotheslines had to be wiped
down, socks were to be hung in pairs by the toes not
the tops, pants hung by the cuffs not the waistbands,
and towels and sheets were always hung on the out-
side so unmentionables in the laundry couldn’t be
seen.
Plus, an efficient housekeeper followed the rule that

each piece of clothing shared one clothespin with the
laundry item next to it. A laundry item never hung by
itself with two clothespins. “It was tacky to waste
two clothespins on one piece of clothing,” according
to mom.
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These tickets you’ll need to buy in advance, reports area
sportsman Ken Martin.
The Thumb electrician is referring to the Ducks Unlimited

3rd annual “Gun Bash” in Cass City scheduled for
Saturday, Feb. 18th, at the VFW Hall.

Tickets are $100 each and include your one-in-10 chance
of winning a gun along with a meal and your choice of bev-
erages, draft beer, coffee, soda and DU Membership.
Dinner only spouse tickets are $50.

Martin elaborated this is a “Drawn Down” type of event.
The first person drawn wins the first gun and every 10th
person after that wins a gun as well. Some of the guns
include a Henry Golden Boy, Glock 9mm and Sig Sauer
P320 pistol.

There’s plenty more planned for the evening. Call Martin
at (989)670-1115 for more information or to purchase tick-
ets.

**********  

Red Hawk booster Kate Fernald is looking for donations
for the upcoming silent auction and bake sale fundraisers,
planned in conjunction with the Cass City Snowcoming
festivities on tap for Friday, Feb. 17, when the Unionville-
Sebewaing Area Patriots pay a visit to the Pit.
According to Fernald, donated items can be dropped off at

the Harris and Company office located at 6815 Cass City
Rd, in Cass City. Kate asks interested Cass City fans to call
her at (989) 872-2780 with any questions, or to volunteer at
the Cass City sports teams moneymaker.

**********  

Congratulations to the 2017 Michigan Apple Recipe
Contest winners! The competition was held on Jan. 25 at
Zehnder’s Snowfest in Frankenmuth, Mich. 

First, second and third place winners were awarded in
each category, which included desserts, pastas and sand-
wiches. Pam Hornbacher-Retzler of Caro, Mich. won the
Grand Prize, a trip to Orange Beach, Ala. and entry in the
World Food Championships, with her dessert, ‘Apple
Peach Blueberry Crisp’.

Hornbacher-Retzler also took home first place in the
dessert category. 
This year, first place winners received $100, a Kitchen Aid

mixer, 40 pounds of Pioneer Sugar, 30 pounds of
Nightingale Pastry Flour, two tickets to a Zehnder’s dinner
show of their choice and a Michigan Apple gift basket. 

Cut Zika virus risk
on winter vacations

For many Michigan residents, the winter months often
include travel to warmer climates. The Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is
urging travelers to protect themselves from Zika virus
while traveling to places with active Zika transmission.
Zika virus is spread to people primarily through the bite

of infected Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus mosqui-
toes, which have not been found in Michigan, but are
common in tropical areas and some parts of the United
States.

This year, the CDC is making it possible for you to get
travel updates about the Zika virus on the go. By texting
PLAN to 855-255-5606, you’ll receive helpful tips on
how to pack and plan for your trip, stay protected while
traveling, and stay healthy when you return home. 
“Before you travel, find out if Zika virus is a risk at your

planned destination,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical
executive with the MDHHS. “Pregnant women and cou-
ples who are planning to conceive in the near future
should avoid non-essential travel to areas with active
Zika virus transmission because infection during preg-
nancy is linked to serious birth defects and miscarriage.”
Travelers can prevent Zika virus infection by taking pre-

cautions to avoid mosquito bites, including wearing
long-sleeved shirts and long pants, staying and sleeping
in places with air conditioning or that use window and
door screens, and using EPA-registered insect repellents
with one of the following active ingredients: DEET,
picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon eucalyptus or paramen-
thane-diol, or 2-undecanone.

To-date, Michigan has confirmed 69 cases of Zika virus
disease in travelers, including three pregnant women.

In the United States, more than 1,200 pregnant women
have been identified with possible Zika infection, result-
ing in 41 Zika-affected infants to-date. MDHHS is partic-
ipating in the U.S. Zika Pregnancy Registry, in an effort
to learn more about the effects of Zika virus infection
during pregnancy.

All of the Zika cases in Michigan are travel-related.
While the virus is primarily transmitted through the bite

of an infected mosquito, it’s important that residents of
reproductive age are aware of the risks associated with
sexual transmission of Zika virus. Zika can be spread
through sex without a condom. Most cases of sexual
transmission have involved people who had symptoms of
Zika virus infection. However, recent evidence suggests
that asymptomatic males may be capable of transmitting
Zika virus to their sex partners.

There is currently no vaccine or treatment for Zika.
Zika virus illness is typically mild. The most common

symptoms are fever, rash, joint pain, and conjunctivitis
(red eyes) lasting for several days to a week after being
bitten by an infected mosquito. Zika has also been linked
to Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS), an uncommon condi-
tion of the nervous system following infections.

MDHHS is working closely with the CDC to find addi-
tional Zika cases in returning travelers or their partners,
and is coordinating with local health departments to
enhance mosquito surveillance programs. Additionally,
the MDHHS laboratory has added capacity to test for
Zika infection to help improve public health response
time. For the most current information about Zika, visit
www.cdc.gov/zika.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*James W. Bonam, 21, Brighton,
pleaded no contest to a charge of lar-
ceny of property valued at $1,000 to
$20,000 Sept. 6, 2014, in Arbela
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered scheduled in the case, bond
was continued at $10,000 and the
defendant was remanded to the
Michigan Department of
Corrections.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Cassaundra L. Salvador, 23,
Sebewaing, pleaded guilty to charges
of delivery/manufacture of a con-

trolled substance and attempted pos-
session of a controlled substance
April 4 in Unionville.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Karen E. Easterly, 59, Fairgrove,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
attempted writing a no-account
check between Nov. 2, 2015, and
Jan. 8, 2016, in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Shantell D. Griffin, 40, Saginaw,
pleaded no contest to possession or

sale of a stolen or counterfeit certifi-
cate of insurance, and operating a
motor vehicle without insurance
April 22 in Reese.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Mickey D. Thompson, 35, Caro,
was sentenced to 180 days in the
county jail, with work release, fol-
lowing his pleas of guilty to operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense, and
fleeing a police officer Aug. 17 in
Caro.

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,426.
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Connie Iwankovitsch, Pat Curtis, Dr.
Surendra Raythatha and Dave
Milligan, along with chamber repre-
sentative Bert Althaver – selected
Seeley for the honor from a field of
about 10 candidates.

Althaver announced that local resi-
dent Joey Kreeger will also be hon-
ored with a community service
award this year for her volunteer
work in organizing activities in con-
junction with the Pinktober: A
Community with a Cause observa-
tion in Cass City each fall.

The chamber dinner won’t be with-
out a surprise, however, as the com-
mittee in charge of selecting the
recipient of the community’s Junior
Citizen of the Year Award won’t be
announcing this year’s winner until

Continued from page one.

Cass City Chamber to honor Sherryl Seeley  
Saturday night.

According to Althaver, Seeley’s
selection for Cass City’s top honor
was based on her longstanding serv-
ice to the community in a variety of
venues. 
She is a charter member of the Cass

City Women’s Club (formerly the
Cass City Business and Professional
Women’s Club) that was founded in
the early 1960s. She has served in
the roles of president, vice president,
treasurer and secretary. Seeley also
served as district secretary for the
Michigan Federation of Business
and Professional Women’s Clubs.

Her resume also includes being a
local representative of the Salvation
Army for many years.

Her church family has also been an
important part of her life. Seeley
spent her earlier years in various

positions with the Salem EUB
Church and has been a long-time
member of the Cass City United
Methodist Church, contributing as a
member of several committees and
as a member of the United Methodist
Women.

Seeley retired in 2007 from a bank-
ing career that spanned 48 years.

She began her career with the for-
mer Cass City State Bank in January
1959, posting savings and checking
account transactions, later becoming
a teller. She was then promoted to
assistant cashier. In 1989, she was
promoted to branch manager of the
Cass City branch when Chemical
Bank Bay Area purchased the Cass
City State Bank. In 2000, Chemical
Bank Thumb Area (now Chemical
Bank) promoted Seeley to assistant
vice president and branch manager.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Age of gullibility
muddying waters

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)  
Erika Mroz has been named

Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
January. Mroz has been very active
in sports throughout her high school
years. She has been a member of the
volleyball, basketball and softball
teams each year. She served as a cap-
tain of the volleyball squad this year.
Mroz participated in track during her
freshman year. She has also been a
member of the high school
band/marching band each year.
Academically, Mroz has been on the
honor roll and a member of the 3.0
Honors Club throughout her high
school career. She served as her class
president during her freshman and
sophomore years. She was inducted
into the Owen-Gage chapter of the
National Honor Society as a sopho-
more, served as the chapter’s treasur-
er in her junior year, and currently is
president of the local chapter. Mroz
was chosen as the student council’s
vice president last year and currently
serves as president. Mroz was a class
representative on the homecoming
court as a freshman and was nomi-
nated as a homecoming candidate
this year. She was also recently
selected as a snowball queen candi-
date. She was a member of E.P.I.C.S.
as a sophomore, represents Owen-
Gage on the Youth Advisory
Committee of Huron County, and
has been active in the “Cardboard
City” event for the homeless. She is
also a member of the school’s year-
book staff. Mroz, the daughter of
Rick and Kathy Mroz of Sebewaing,
is an active member of St. Agatha
Catholic Church in Gagetown. Her
future plans include attending the
University of Michigan or the
University of Illinois to pursue a
career in medicine.

Students Devon Kluger, Chandler
Cryderman and Sally Groombridge
recently participated in the Knights
of Columbus Area 6 Spelling Bee
held in Imlay City. They represented
Cass City Middle School, competing
against each other along with 6 other
spellers. Kluger finished fifth over-
all, while Groombridge placed sixth
and Cryderman, fourth. 

10 YEARS AGO (2007)
Mr. and Mrs. John Jensen of

Galesburg and Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Brown of Cass City announce the
engagement of their children, Karn
Anna-Marie Jensen to Eric James
Brown. Karn is a 2002 graduate of
Gull Lake High School and a 2006
graduate of Michigan State
University. She is currently a teach-
ing intern in the East Lansing Public
School System. Eric is a 2001 gradu-
ate of Cass City High School and a
2006 graduate of Michigan State
University. He is currently employed
at Thumb National Bank and Brown
Farms. An Aug. 4, 2007, wedding is
planned.

Eight area residents are among the
students recently named to the
Academic Honors list at Ferris State
University, Rig Rapids, following
the December semester. They are:
Jason Barrigar, Ashley Barrigar, Paul
Hoelzle and Nicholas Swanson, all
of Cass City, and Kala Briolat,
Luann Laming, Eric Rutkowski and
Bradley Ypma, all of Ubly. 
The Cass City “A” Quiz Bowl Team

finished first among 14 varsity quiz
bowl teams during the third tourna-
ment of the winter 2007 season at
Marlette High School. Team mem-
bers are Adam Kranz, Lysa Knight,
Andrew Deering and Ben
MacGown.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)
Gertie Erla, Donna McAlpine and

Dee Adams had lunch Wednesday at
the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth
and also enjoyed the Little Jimmy
Dickens Country Show.

Charlotte LaPeer received her
World Book of “Gold and Silver
Poems,” including one of her poems,
“With Thanks to Him”, in the book.
LaPeer and other local poets have
been asked to read 2 poems each at
the Rawson Memorial Library Feb.
16. LaPeer wrote her first poem in
September 1985 and has had her
poems published in the Tuscola
Advertiser, the Huron Daily Tribune
and others. Her first poem was about
Cass City entitled, “Our Quiet
Country Town.”

Linda Walsh of Davison, Nancy
Braun and Donna Walsh of Ubly met
Shelley Walsh Weber from Santee,
Calif., in Chicago and all enjoyed
being guests in the audience at the
Oprah Winfrey show for 2 tapings.
They also enjoyed shopping in
downtown Chicago. Shelley
returned home with them for a few
days.

Tammy Jantz and Paul Childs
announce their engagement. Tammy
is the daughter of Ted and Geraldine
Jantz of Owendale. Paul is the son of
Patricia and Richard Greenwood of
Cass City and Don Childs. Tammy

“We’re living in an age of dark days and doom,” a Facebook acquaintance
stated in a recent post, expressing her angst regarding this nation’s new pres-
ident.
I can’t blame her. I mean, even after sifting out a number of the phony news

sources she evidently relies on to back up many of her claims, there are plen-
ty of legitimate reports out there that have a sizeable chunk of Americans
scratching their heads when it comes to daily reports regarding Donald
Trump’s first days in office.

A couple of thoughts here: I really wish the big guy would lighten up on
his Twitter time, and he would do well to get over his obsession with issues
that are, in fact, really non-issues in comparison to the job he has in front of
him and has promised to tackle on behalf of “the people”.

One more thing, Mr. President, reporters worth their salt are going to do
their jobs in the coming days, months and years, regardless of any perceived
control you believe you can have over the Fourth Estate. Better figure it out.

But I digress.
I try not to pick too much when someone cites sources that clearly are ques-

tionable, but which most certainly support their political views, in part
because it’s so blasted difficult to separate accurate news accounts from the
sea of crap floating out there in cyberspace these days. 
And let’s face it; we’re all tempted to share news tidbits that reflect our

views, regardless of the source.
Which is why I’m spending a fair amount of time on sites such as

FactCheck.org, a project of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the
University of Pennsylvania. The organization describes itself as a nonparti-
san, nonprofit “consumer advocate” for voters that aims to reduce the level
of deception and confusion in U.S. politics.

There are other, similar sites, including PolitiFact.com and Snopes.com,
which has been writing about viral claims and online rumors since the mid-
1990s and maintains a list of known fake news websites. These sites aren’t
always the last word, of course, but they do offer some solid tips when it
comes to spotting false reports.

Start by considering the source. For example, would you trust a story post-
ed by abcnews.com.co? Look again; that’s not the actual URL for ABC
News.
It’s also advisable to read beyond the headline before passing along that lat-

est juicy report you come across. Even in legitimate news stories, the head-
line doesn’t tell the whole story.

Do a little research – Google the author’s name and look up sources cited
in suspect news accounts. Chances are good you’re going to be in for some
surprises when you uncover the truth behind sources that don’t back up
claims.

Keep in mind that a number of sites out there are intentionally satirical –
The Onion comes to mind — for entertainment purposes. Again, take a close
look before running with a headline.

So, are we really living in an age of dark days and doom? Maybe, but I’m
not ready to buy into that assessment just yet, at least not while I’m con-
vinced that we’re also living in an age of incomparable gullibility.

Passing on gossip and half-truths is lot like whining; neither takes much
intelligence or effort.

Hopefully, more folks will strive to be a part of the solution here and not
the problem by checking their facts before passing them on as, well, as facts.

as the DAR good citizen for the
school. She and her mother were
guests at an award dinner in Bay
City Jan. 16. Selected by her class-
mates and faculty members for citi-
zenship, service, leadership and
patriotism, she is a member of many
school organizations. Included are
Future homemakers of America and
the Pep Club. She is a member of St.
Agatha Church in Gagetown. After
graduation she plans a stenographic
career.

Mrs. Barbara L. Stickle of Cass
City is one of 450 persons receiving
degrees and certificates at com-
mencement exercises that were
scheduled Saturday at Central
Michigan University. Mrs. Stickle
received an elementary certificate.
She teaches fourth grade at Willis
Campbell Elementary School.
Marine private Thomas P. Flannery,

son of Mrs. Mark Flannery of
Decker, was graduated from eight
weeks of recruit training at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot. San
Diego, Calif. He will now undergo
about three weeks of individual com-
bat training and then, after leave at
home, will report to his first Marine
Corps assignment.

Miss Dorothy Puskas, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Puskas of Cass
City, has been selected queen of her
class at Cedar Lake Academy near
St. Louis, Mich. She is a senior at the
school and is also vice-president of
her class. A program for the queen
will be held Feb. 12. Miss Puskas
attended Cass City High School
through the ninth grade before trans-
ferring to the St. Louis school.

Robert P. Graham, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert J. Graham of rural Cass
City, was one of 275 students to
receive degrees at State College of
Iowa at Cedar Falls last week.
Graham received a BA degree in
special elementary education.
Graham’s wife, Dianne, also
received a degree from the college.
His wife’s degree is in secondary
education. Graham is now teaching
special education at Salt Lake City,
Utah. He is a graduate of East
Detroit High School, class of 1961.
His parents moved to the Cass City
area that year.  

75 YEARS AGO (1942)
Miss Julia Bolla, daughter of Mrs.

Sophia Bolla, of Cass City and Mr.
Gleason Rohlfs, son of Mrs. Arthur
Rohlfs and the late Arthur Rohlfs, of
Akron were united in marriage in the
Temple of Light parsonage of the
Edison Street Presbyterian Church,
Detroit, by the Rev. 0. James Crews,
Thursday evening, January 29, at
6:30 o’clock. They were attended by
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bolla, brother
and sister-in-law, of the bride.

Danny Patuna, who left Cass City
three years ago after conducting the
Danny Inn restaurant here for a year
or more, has returned to town to
engage in the same business. The
store building until recently occu-
pied by the Economy Food Market
has been decorated and made ready
for Mr. Patuna, who has installed fix-
tures, many of them new, and opens
for business this week-end.

It would not be amiss to say that
Howard Loomis had the surprise of
his life Friday evening when 50 rela-
tives and friends carrying baskets
filled with good things to eat gath-
ered at his home to help Howard cel-
ebrate his birthday. The evening was
spent in playing various games and
visiting and the group presented the
honored guest with a gold watch
chain and a purse of money. All
enjoyed a good time.  

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

The new telephone directories of
the Cass City Telephone Co. are now
ready for distribution and patrons of
the system may secure one by calling
at the telephone office. A new code
for party rings has been devised in
which 24 letters of the alphabet are
substituted for the “long and short
calls.” This code is printed on the
last page of the book for the conven-
ience of those on a party line who
wish to ring another patron on the
same line without calling central.
In celebration of the birthday of her

niece, Miss Esther Cridland, Mrs.
Alex Henry entertained fourteen
young ladies at her home Monday
evening. The evening was spent in
playing games and refreshments
were served.

Married January 30 at the home of
his daughter, Mrs. James A.
McQueen Wesley Hirsch of Decker
and Mrs. Mary Travis of Shabbona.
Rev. W. L. Card, pastor of the Argyle
M. E. church, officiated.
Mr. and Mrs. John Hays were pleas-

antly surprised on Wednesday night
of last week when their neighbors
with well filled baskets came to
spend the evening with them. A pot
luck supper was served and every
one reports a most enjoyable time.
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graduated from Western Michigan
University and is teaching special
education in St. Joseph County. Paul
is studying German and International
Business at Eastern Michigan
University. Wedding plans are indef-
inite.

A 100-year-old house at the corner
of Cemetery Road and Deckerville
Road, 6 miles south of Cass City, has
been demolished because it was too
big and too old to sell. I tried to sell
the house for 2 years, without suc-
cess, said owner Frank Newsome.
The trouble was that it was just too
big for a family and not worth mov-
ing. It has 11 rooms with 3 baths and
a walk-in shower. The home was
built by Curtis (first name unavail-
able) and over the years 3 additions
were added at various times.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  
Sharon A. Ross and Daniel

Delamarter were married Jan. 2 at St.
Pancratius Catholic Church, Cass
City. Deacon Lambert Kuhr per-
formed the double-ring ceremony.
The bride is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Bernard Ross of Cass City. The
groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Delamarter of Spring Arbor.

Mrs. Lena Patch was surprised
Saturday evening when some of her
family came to celebrate her birth-
day. She also received phone calls
from Witchita, Texas, Toledo, Ohio,
Bippus, Ind., and Council Bluffs,
Iowa. 

Patrick Murphy has been named
student of the week for the week of
Jan. 25 at Cass City Intermediate
School because of his extracurricular
activities. A fifth grader, he is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Keith Murphy of
Cass City. 
Three Cass City students have been

named to the dean’s list for the fall
term at Northwood Institute in
Midland. They are Michael P. Vatter,
Christine M. Buehrly and Scott M.
Murphy. To be named to the list
requires a minimum 3.0 (B) grade
point average.

Deanna L. Sawdon of Deford has
been named to the chancellor’s list
for the fall term at Northwood
Institute in Midland. To achieve such
recognition, a student must earn all
A’s.

Trophy winners in the Mid-Thumb
Family Bowling Tournament at the
Charmont were (adult, then child),
Beverly Louks and Ed Cox, first, age
15-18; Patricia and Robert Johnston,
first, age 12-14; Owen and Ryan
Pierce, third, age 7-11; Albina and
Mark Gracey, second, 7-11; Marie
Spencer and Virginia Mills, second,
12-14, and Gary and Troy Diebel,
first, age 7-11.

40 YEARS AGO (1977)
James Bauer Hills and Dales

General Hospital Board President,
honors Mrs. Margaret Beckett and
Preston Karr, following their retire-
ments last week. Mrs. Beckett was a
16-year veteran, while Karr retired
after 12 years at the hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Drew Guernsey
announce the birth of a son, Ian
Robert, born Friday, Jan. 28, at Hills
and Dales General Hospital. The
baby weighed seven pounds, four
ounces. Maternal grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Willard L. Dodson and
paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
Victor M. Guernsey, all of Cass City.
Great-grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
WE. Walpole of Cass City, Mrs. Jeff
Dodson of Winfield, Ala., and Mrs.
Margaret Franks of Southgate. The
baby is the first grandchild of the
Guernseys.
Mrs. Lucille Ostrander of Cass City

and Harvey Ostrander of Caro
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Charlene Louise, to David
Newkirk, son of Mr. and Mrs.
William Newkirk of Brown City.
The bride-elect is a 1973 graduate of
Eisenhower High School in
Washington, Mich., and is employed
at Marlette Community Hospital.
The prospective bridegroom is a
1970 graduate of Brown City High
School and is employed by the Soil
Conservation Service in Standish. A
May wedding is being planned.
Miss Diane Teichman raised $1,235

during a recent Rock-A-Thon in con-
junction with Campus Life’s
Sweetheart contest. She is represent-
ing Cass City at the pageant slated
this Saturday in Vassar. The Rock-A-
Thon was held at Trinity United
Methodist church.

Pamela Kay Stickle, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stickle of Cass
City will be initiated by Alpha Phi
Fraternity for women at ceremonies
scheduled April 17 at Western
Michigan University. Miss Stickle is
a freshman. 

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

Dianne M. Lubaczewski, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lubaczewski
of Gagetown and a senior at Owen-
Gage High School, has been selected
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News briefs

County hires truancy officers
OWENDALE — All public schools districts in Huron County, including the
Owen-Gage Schools — have partnered with the Huron County Circuit Court
Family Division to hire two attendance/truancy officers in an effort to
improve school attendance.

Improved attendance is vital for academic performance and ultimately col-
lege and career success.
Huron County obtained a state grant and local schools provided matching
funds to support the part-time positions. The attendance/truancy officers are
Gary Polega, a former Huron County Sheriff’s Department deputy, and Sid
Schock, former Harbor Beach police chief.

Physician earns recertification
CASS CITY — Hills and Dales General Hospital Physician Dr. John Bitner
has been recertified as a medical review officer.

A medical review officer is a physician who is responsible for reviewing
laboratory results generated by an employer’s drug testing program. The cer-
tification qualifies Bitner to review results of federally mandated drug tests,
such as those required by federal transportation agencies.

Tuscola dispatcher promoted
CARO — Tuscola County Emergency Services Dispatcher Carrie Taber was
recently promoted to a supervisory position. She has been with Tuscola
County Central Dispatch for 17 years.

Canfield: pay rates now online
MICHIGAN — State Rep. Edward J. Canfield (R-Sebewaing) last week
announced the Michigan House is making salaries of representatives and
their staff members public and easily accessible online.

The House website also provides links to information about health insur-
ance and other benefits for House employees.

Canfield said the move makes state government more transparent and
accountable.
“We’re listening to taxpayers, and they want to know how state government

spends their money,” Canfield said. “This website is designed to do just that
by making House salary information easy to find.”

The website including links to salary and benefits information for House
employees is available at http://house.mi.gov/FinancialsEmployee.asp.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Continued from page one.

Council names chief manager

THE CASS CITY Lions Club recently voted in its

first member of 2017 – Rick Andrich, pictured

above (left) with club member Kelly Smith.

Andrich is the new Cass City branch manager of

Chemical Bank. The local Lions Club is part of an

international service organization that conducts

various fundraisers and social events throughout

the year and donates the proceeds back to the com-

munity via programs such as providing free eye

glasses and exams, and awarding college scholar-

ships.

Tuscola County Community Foundation
gearing up for spring grand distribution 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Area organizations interested in
applying for funding through the
Tuscola County Community
Foundation have just a few weeks to
submit their requests for grants slat-
ed to be distributed in conjunction
with the foundation’s spring grants
distribution.

“The Tuscola County Community

Foundation is offering grants to fund
projects within Tuscola County.
Approximately $110,000 will be
available to apply for during this
upcoming spring grant cycle for eli-
gible Tuscola County organizations,”
said foundation Executive Director
Ken Micklash.

He noted applications are available
at www.tuscolaccf.org under the
grant application drop-down section
of the website. Prospective grant

recipients are asked to review the
foundation’s funding guidelines.

Applications must be postmarked
by Wednesday, March 1.

Grants will be awarded from the
following funds:
*Janks Fund — $50,000 (unrestrict-

ed use).
*Andrews Fund — $15,000 (for

projects involving children’s activi-
ties).

*Future Youth Involvement (FYI)
Fund — $30,000 (for youth pro-
grams/projects).

*Homelessness Fund — $1,900 (to
address homelessness in Tuscola
County).

*Healthy Youth/Healthy Seniors
Fund — $4,000 (for tobacco cessa-
tions programs).

*Founders Fund — $2,800 (unre-
stricted use).

*Greater Millington Area Fund —
$5,000 (for the betterment of the
Millington community).

*Anne S. Laethem Fund — $500
(for the preservation of historic
buildings in Tuscola County.

*Don List Fund for Special Needs
Children — $800 (to provide for
special needs children).

“To-date over $4 million in grants
and scholarships has been awarded
from the…funds maintained by the
foundation since its beginning,”
Micklash said.

The Tuscola County Community
Foundation was founded in 1998
with three funds.  Today, foundation
officials oversee more than 90 funds
– roughly half of them scholarships.
The foundation boasts assets of more
than $11 million, with combined
annual distributions of about
$450,000 via spring and fall grant
cycles.

The foundation’s combined assets
include more than $900,000 in funds
established by Cass City area resi-
dents and organizations.

More information about the grant
guidelines and application process is
available by contacting Micklash via
email at tccf534@century.net or by
calling (989) 673-8223. look at themselves and ask if they are qualified for the challenge ahead – if

not please step aside.”
Among those tests facing the council is finding a replacement for Cristiano.

Herron feels that Lou LaPonsie, a former longtime Cass City village manag-
er, is the right man for the job.

“I talked to Lou and he’s willing to start tomorrow. He’ll come back for $1
more than (police Chief) Craig Haynes — no benefits, no vacation time and
no sick time,” Herron said, noting Laponsie has corrected financial problems
during stints as a manager for the cities of Sandusky and Marlette, where he
built fund balances of $7 million and $2 million, respectfully. 

Although most of the assembly agreed with Herron’s recommendation to
take over the leadership of the village, not everyone sided with his tactics.

“Mr. Herron has literally tried and condemned to death the future of Cass
City’s business environment. It was irresponsible, in my opinion, for him to
have presented arguments and accusations against the village without get-
ting the other side of the story – especially before he crucified the village in
the newspaper,” said Nancy Barrios, former Cass City Village Council
trustee.

Barrios said she believes blackmail, bullying and dirt-digging efforts tar-
geting Peter Cristiano by Herron and Lambert Althaver were ultimately
designed to usher Steve Erickson into the manager’s job.

“Mafia tactics are apparently alive and well in Cass City,” she added.
A parade of concerned citizens made their way to the podium next to air

their sentiments regarding the next village manager.
Senior citizen Al Wright told the group that Laponsie is too old for the job.
“Lou Laponsie is my age and is too old for the job. We need young, vibrant

people who can push us in the right direction,” he said.
Gary Jones agreed with Wright that, down the road, a younger village man-

ager could serve Cass City’s needs better, but said in the interim Laponsie is
the logical choice.

“We need someone tomorrow. I don’t think it (Laponsie’s appointment) is
forever – six months I hear.”
Don Ball, meanwhile, believes the council can run the village’s affairs until

a new manager is hired, contrasting the view of others, including Clarence
“Bud” Schneeberger, who commented LaPonsie should be the man to get
until he can train someone younger with a business background.

In the end, the council named Haynes as Cass City’s interim village man-
ager. The decision came on a rare, 5-2 split vote, with Herron and Erickson
casting the dissenting votes. The decision was also met with vocal objections
from the audience.
Among the comments shouted from the group charged the council with not

hearing the people. Ben Varney echoed those concerns when he took the
microphone and commented, “I am very surprised the council didn’t listen
to the people and voted against Laponsie.”

Others in attendance indicated Haynes has enough responsibilitiesalready
and wondered if Haynes has the business training to lead village govern-
ment.

Trustee Marilyn Biefer, who made the motion to appoint Haynes as inter-
im village manager, told the crowd that Haynes’ new responsibilities will
include acting as lead manager to continue day-to-day operations, and facil-
itate communication between staff and council while acting as the point of
contract between village department heads and local residents and business-
es.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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FOLLOWING A TOUR in November focused on available properties in the

village of Sebewaing, Thumb Rum and Brew Company officials selected the

community to serve as the home of its new micro-distillery. During the com-

munity open house, several locations were showcased. (Mary Drier photo)

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Several months into their search for
a suitable location, Thumb Rum and
Brew Company officials have select-
ed the village of Sebewaing for
development of their micro-distillery
after a plan to develop the business
in downtown Caro fell through.

“I’ve committed to Sebewaing to
put my business there,” said entre-
preneur Scott Romain, who attended
a recent council meeting with his
father, David.

Although Romain was approached
by several area communities —
including Cass City — trying to woo
him to establish his business in their
towns, he selected Sebewaing
because of the village officials’
unique and personal approach.

“They came to me about their com-
munity, kind of like a headhunter’s
approach after my plan for Caro fell
apart,” said Romain. “They are will-
ing to work with me and sincere in
their intent to help.”

Sebewaing leaders hosted a com-
munity open house late last year to
showcase the various 11 vacant busi-
nesses available for sale or rent.
Romain, his father, and Brewmaster
Andrew Glasgow attended the event.

While a community for the micro-
distillery has been determined, the
exact location has not.

“I’m leaving it up to the (village)
council where it will be. They are the
ones who make the laws and control
the zoning, so we are working
together on this. I want their input,”
Romain said. “I’m doing the oppo-
site of the way I tried to do it in
Caro.”

In preparation for his $1.2 million
micro-distillery and restaurant busi-
ness venture, Romain bought lots at
119, 120 and 121 N. State St. in
Caro, and is now looking to rent
them because, at the time, some
members of the Caro City Council
didn’t support the business location
for an operation involving alcohol
production. They also expressed
other concerns.

Romain has revised his business

Entrepreneur chooses Sebewaing as home to distillery
plan, with a focus now on establish-
ing Thumb Rum and Brew only in
Sebewaing at this time. The restau-
rant aspect might come later.
Changing to just a brewing venture
cut the cost of his project from $1.2
million to about $600,000 and low-
ered the number of employees to
about 10, down from an estimated
30.

Michigan ranks fifth in microbrew-
eries and micro-distilleries.

“It is still very early in the process.
There are a lot of things that have to
be done first before the business can
start,” noted Romain, who said he is
looking at utilizing sugar from
Michigan Sugar Company – located
about five blocks away from the
downtown Sebewaing area —
instead of the traditional molasses.
“I’m working with a chemist on that
recipe,” he added.

According to Romain and Carl
Osentoski, director of both the
Huron County Economic
Development Corporation and the
Sanilac County Economic
Development Corporation,
Sebewaing’s community open house
to show off several businesses at one
time was a good approach.

“Their open house was well organ-
ized and showed what the communi-
ty had to offer using a side-by-side
comparison approach,” said
Osentoski, who plans to keep
Sebewaing’s efforts in mind when
helping other communities with eco-
nomic development ventures.

Romain and his father looked at
multiple locations in Sebewaing dur-
ing the open house, and the commu-
nity’s self-marketing approach also
helped to curb a lot of speculation
and rumors, according to Osentoski.
When someone asks to look at a
business or piece of property, specu-
lation about development starts, but
often doesn’t develop, he continued.

The fermentation process for rum
takes about seven to 14 days, and
four to 12 hours to distill it. After
that, rum can be consumed or stored
in barrels to age. Also, the equipment
used to brew and distill rum can be
used to make beer as well.

on multiple roads in Marion and
Delaware townships.
“At one point the suspect ran one of

the deputies and their patrol unit off

Continued from page one.

In a nutshell, a Level IV Trauma
Center has demonstrated an ability to
provide advanced trauma life sup-
port (ATLS) prior to transfer of
patients to a higher level trauma cen-
ter.  It provides evaluation, stabiliza-
tion, and diagnostic capabilities for
injured patients.
“The designation means that critical

patients may come to Hills and
Dales, be stabilized, and transferred
to a Level I, II, or III facility as need-
ed,” Blaine explained. “Both
Covenant and St. Mary’s in Saginaw

Continued from page one.

Hills and Dales first Level IV Trauma Center
are Level II trauma facilities.

“You may wonder how this is dif-
ferent from what Hills and Dales
currently does,” she said. “The main
difference is in the extensive training
the staff went through to earn this
designation. The criteria a hospital
must meet in order to become a
Level IV trauma facility makes them
better equipped to receive critical
patients.

“As the first hospital in the state to
earn this designation, we could not
be more proud of the team and the
hard work that went into this
process,” commented Dawn

Rudgers, RN, Hills and Dales
General Hospital Trauma Program
manager.

“The criteria and application were
very difficult and time consuming,”
Rudgers said. “Many staff members
went above and beyond to help Hills
and Dales earn this designation.

“We are very excited to continue
providing the best care in our emer-
gency department,” she added. “Our
patients have always been the top
priority and this designation is
another step in ensuring they get the
care they need quickly.”

of the road in an attempt to further
evade arrest,” Washkevich noted.

Franzel later called Sanilac County
Central Dispatch and asked to speak
to a deputy. He also told dispatchers
that he was on Patz Road near

Goetze Road and had stopped to
speak to a bystander who was walk-
ing their dog.

Multiple deputies arrived on scene
shortly after and took Franzel into
custody without further incident.

Snover suspect charged in assault, pursuits
and be closer to home,” he said.

The store officially closed today (Wednesday).
“I don’t have a buyer for the business. I’m just closing it,” said Harrington.

“I will take some time off and figure out what I’ll do from here.”
The Red Zone would have been in business six years in April. 
“I’m going to miss my customers and employees for sure. There were a lot

of regular customers who stopped in every day,” he said. “Some are like
family. I really want to thank the community for their support.”

Harrington supported the community as well.
The Red Zone faithfully donated items to the school for fundraisers. He

would give free ice cream to students who earned an “A” on their report
card, and tokens for a free ice cream or Slurpee were given when a reading
assignment was completed.

The Red Zone was more than just a store; it will be an intricate
part of childhood memories for hundreds of children who went there for an
ice cream treat after practice or after a game to celebrate a win or to take the
sting out of a loss.

The community will miss Harrington, too. When the news of the business
closing was posted on the social media network Facebook, there was an out-
pouring of support for the business owner and his store.

One customer wrote that Harrington’s “smile, charm and personality will
be missed,” and that he will always have a place in the heart of those in the
community. Some said they had tears in their eyes as they read the sad news.

Continued from page one.

Town mourns loss of business

NorthStar Cooperative Inc. officials recently announced that Libby Venema
of Deford is among three winners of $500 scholarships that will be applied
to the recipients’ education expenses as they pursue careers in the field of
agriculture.

Venema, a sophomore at Michigan State University, is majoring in animal
science. She was active in a number of groups as a student at Cass City High
School, including marching band and 4-H. Venema was also a member of
the National Honor Society and student council, serving as treasurer.

At MSU, Venema is an active member of the MSU Block and Bridle, the
MSU Dairy Club and the MSU Collegiate Farm Bureau, serving on the pub-
lic relations committee.

She is the daughter of Martin and Lisa Venema of White Creek Dairy Inc.
The NorthStar Cooperative Scholarship program was established in 2005

to encourage post-high school study in the field of agriculture for stockown-
ers and their children.

Based in Lansing, NorthStar Cooperative Inc. is a stock-based cooperative
owned by dairy and beef producers in Michigan, Indiana and Wisconsin. 

MSU sophomore from Deford to
receive $500 co-op scholarship

Wanda Lee Parrott

Wanda Lee Parrott, 76, of Cass City, died following a long illness, Wednesday, January 25, 2017 in her home with
her family by her side.  

She was born October 14, 1940 in Pleasant Home Hospital in Cass City the 6th of seven children born to Lloyd
and Irene (McNaughton) Bader.    

She married Ronald Sherwood Parrott June 1, 1963 in Cass City.
Wanda graduated from Cass City High School.  She worked at Old Wood Drug store after graduation.  Wanda later

worked for the Royal Oak School District at Mary Lyons, Churchill and Kimball schools, retiring in 2000 as food
service manager after more than 20 years of service.  During her work she completed many classes in food service
course study.  Wanda enjoyed ceramics, bowling and roller skating.  She enjoyed spending time at their recreation-
al home in Mio, where they lived for the last eight years.  Wanda spent a great deal of time riding snowmobiles and
motorcycles in an effort to spend time with her family doing what they loved.  She enjoyed talking on the phone
and cleaning her home to immaculate perfection.  Wanda had a knack for entertaining, and all were always wel-
come.  Cooking and baking delicious food, decorating and serving family and friends brought her great joy.  She
had an unwavering faith in God.  She was forever the encourager and willingly shared her great sense of humor.
With a true servant’s heart, Wanda faithfully cared for family and friends. 
Wanda is survived by her husband, Ronald Parrott; children:  Tamara Sonnenberg of Caro, Ronald (Mindy) Parrott,

Jr. of Grand Blanc; grandchildren: Jeremy Sonnenberg, Micaela Sonnenberg, Raelyn Sonnenberg, Briana Parrott,
Bradyn Parrott; sisters:  Marjorie Caister of Cass City, Helen Hubbard of Kingston, Donna (Gerald) Auten of Cass
City, Audrey Halas of Royal Oak; sister-in-law, Sandra Bader of Cass City; many nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her son-in-law, John Sonnenberg; brothers:  Robert (Shirley) Bader, Dale Bader;
brothers-in-law:  Gene Chapin, Newell Hubbard and Arthur Caister.

A funeral service was held Saturday, January 28 in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City, with Brad Speirs of Novesta
Church of Christ officiating.  Interment will take place in Novesta Township Cemetery at a later date.    

Memorials may be made to Revive Ministries or Compassus Hospice.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Carol Ann Wildman

Carol Ann Wildman, 75, of Cass City, died following a brief illness Saturday, January 28, 2017 in Huron County
Medical Care Facility, Bad Axe.  

She was born January 14, 1942 in Caro, the third of five children born to Arthur Blenford and Lajaunta “Sally”
(Braman) Campbell.  

She married Donald Roy Wildman February 18, 1967 in Fairgrove Presbyterian Church.  The family was about to
surprise Carol with a 50th wedding anniversary party.

Carol graduated from Fairgrove High School in 1959.  In 1963 she graduated from Eastern Michigan University
with a degree in Elementary Education.  Carol began her teaching career in Bay City, but soon moved to Owendale-
Gagetown Area Schools, where she taught first grade for 38 years.  Since her retirement in 2002, Carol worked part
time as a substitute teacher in Cass City Public Schools and Highland Pines School.  Carol was a member of the
Michigan Education Association, a life member of the Tuscola County Fair and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
She was a 4-H leader and volunteer for the Tuscola County Fair for many years.  Through 4-H Carol taught arts and
crafts, including knitting, crocheting, macramé and many other crafts.  She showed horses and many other animals,
and she volunteered as a judge for 4-H for many years.  Her favorite hobby was photography. She was the family
member who chronicled all the family events, making calendars for each family member with all the family pho-
tos.  Carol was a devoted grandmother to her three grandchildren.  She was especially active with her grandson, Jon
and his activities in Special Olympics.  Carol’s lifelong work and volunteer hours working with children were what
brought the greatest joy and love in her life.

Carol is survived by her husband, Donald; daughters:  Kimberly Wildman of Clare, Katherine Ha of Portage;
grandchildren:  Jonathon Wildman, Caitlynn Ha, Kelsee Ha; brothers:  Melvin “Dean” (Susan) Campbell of Vassar,
Arthur (Kathy) Campbell of Churchville, NY; sister, Judy (Jim) Campbell of Fairgrove; brother-in-law, Leo (Molly)
Wildman of Gagetown; sister-in-law, Donna Fritz of Elkton; and several nieces and nephews.    

She was preceded in death by her parents; and her baby sister, Mary.
A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, February 2, 2017 in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with

the Rev. Steve Bagnall of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church officiating. 
Memorials may be made to Highland Pines School.  Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories

with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Reggie Ignash  
protects all your

moments and more

(989) 872-4432 | 6505 Main St., Cass City
ReggieIgnashAgency.com | rignash@fbinsmi.com 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Jason  T. 
Wells, MD
General Surgeon
Seeing Patients 
at Cass City
General Surgery 

 

989.872.5582

THERE’S NO NEED TO TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE
TRICOUNTY AREA FOR GREAT CARE, 

DR. JASON WELLS CAN TAKE CARE OF ANY 
OF YOUR GENERAL SURGERY NEEDS! 

Caring, Skilled, 
    Compassionate 
General Surgery Close to Home
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THE STAINLESS steel “Forever

Soaring” sculpture in Sleeper

Park in the village of Ubly shim-

mers on and off in the sun as

clouds go by, giving viewers the

illusion of movement in the art-

work’s sweeping lines. (Mary

Drier photo)

THIS SIGN (right) is at the

entrance to Sleeper Park and the

Forever Soaring sculpture. The

unique piece of artwork in the

parkette is calming and does help

cast cares asunder. (Mary Drier

photo)

Forever Soaring
Misico’s artistic legacy still
shines bright in the Thumb

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A unique piece of art is displayed in a park on a side street in the village of
Ubly.
Although there is a sign along M-53 at the intersection of Atwater Road that

encourages visitors to see the sculpture, it doesn’t prepare the viewer for the
dramatic display awaiting them.
The sculpture in the center of Sleeper Park is called “Forever Soaring”, and

the way it is designed it seems to do just that. The sweeping curves of the
sculpture at the intersection of Garfield and Bingham streets gives the illu-
sion of movement, especially when wind-swept clouds move across the sun
shining on the silver image.

The artwork started out as a doodle design by the late John Misico, and
came to life when village officials asked him to create some art for the park.
“It’s an abstract art form, and with abstract art forms you don’t know what’s

in the mind of the artist as he created it,” said Dawn Reed of Caro, who
recently saw the sculpture for the first time.

Misico had been a welder by trade, but those who knew him also describe
him as an inventor, innovative thinker and artist. He is credited with invent-
ing and patenting a system of bean knives for combines.

In his free time, Misico took art classes in water colors, oils and other art
media. He completed several paintings. He was able to combine his talents
of welding and art when he was asked to make a sculpture for the park.
In the “Forever Soaring” design, some viewers see a cross, a flying bird and

a piece pointing to the heavens woven in the design.
The design creates different images for the beholders.
“I see several messages the artist might be trying to represent. We are a

state surrounded by the world’s greatest freshwater lakes, which may influ-
ence my ideas that it incorporates the (waves) of the Great Lakes,” said
Reed. “I envision seagulls dancing in the air above the water, diving for
food, or dolphins playing underwater amongst the sea’s plant life.”

The sculpture is made of stainless steel. As light moves with the sun and
clouds, the metal shimmers, which can give the illusion of movement,
depending on how fast the clouds block and unblock the sun.

Reed, who studied art at Saginaw Valley State University, also sees free-
dom in the design.

“Freedom to pursue our heart’s interest by the way the sculpture is reach-
ing out in many different directions… the freedom to pursue our dreams,”
she said. “There are many aspects that can be perceived (from) this beauti-
ful sculpture.

“Its aesthetic value to me is somewhat whimsical with a deep message of
happiness and freedom.

“I believe the artist was very successful with the message he sent.”
Misico dedicated the sculpture to his late wife, Lila. She passed away sev-

eral years before Misico, 96, did on Oct. 29, 2012. They are both soaring for-
ever.

ALONG THE walkway to the sculpture is a replica

of a book with an uplifting message about embrac-

ing and living each day to the fullest in order to be

“Forever Soaring” in life and spirit. (Mary Drier

photo)

State Rep. Edward J. Canfield, D.O., was recently named to the House
Appropriations Committee by House Speaker Tom Leonard.

Canfield (R-Sebewaing) represents Michigan’s 84th District, comprised of
Tuscola and Huron counties.

Canfield will chair the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and
Human Services. The U.S. Navy veteran also will be vice chair of the
Military and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Subcommittee. He also will be
a member of appropriations subcommittees dealing with Medicaid, the
Department of Transportation, and the state’s budget supporting schools and
the Michigan Department of Education.

The House Appropriations Committee designates how the state’s budget is
allocated among the various state departments and agencies.

“I will ensure your voices are heard as we decide how best to invest in the
state of Michigan,” Canfield said. “I am privileged to be included on com-
mittees dealing with issues so important to Huron and Tuscola counties.”

Canfield, in his second House term, also was a member of the House
Appropriations Committee during the 2015-16 legislative session.

Canfield named to the House
Appropriations Committee


