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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Elementary School Principal Aaron Fernald jokingly accused
sixth grade science teacher Ron Woloshen of sand bagging after an uncer-
tain Woloshen agreed to take charge of a group of sixth graders interested

in participating in robotics competitions for
the first time earlier this school year.

In a matter of about three weeks,
Woloshen’s students – a girls’ team and boys’
team – learned what it takes to compete, built

robots, practiced and then tested their skills at a
meet last month in Bad Axe, where the boys’
team, calling itself “Thunder Phoenix”, placed
first, earning a trip to the state finals next month.

“The girls’ team encountered some gearing
issues during the meet and did not place,” said
Woloshen. However, he noted the team –

dubbed the “Flaming Hawks” – will have another
opportunity to qualify later this month.

The elementary robotics program is
called VEX IQ, a snap-together robotics
system designed to offer young students a
challenging introduction to the areas of
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math (STEM). The system encourages
teamwork, problem solving, and leader-
ship for students as young as second
grade, expanding to challenge students
through eighth grade.

VEX IQ officials describe the program as
“a robotics platform designed to transform
STEM learning for young students and their
teachers. Students can jump right in and snap robots together using this

CASS CITY’S sixth grade robotics team members include (front row, left to right)

Ellie Stapleton, Hunter Turnbull, Lukas Sheridan, (back row, from left) Ethan

Hunt, Madison Phelps, Shannon Hendrick and Cora Karr. Missing are Savanna

Louks, Brianna Bergman, Thomas Muter and Gabe Schwendinger.Please turn to page 8.

Local sixth graders gearing up for state robotics finals

Rawson family chips in $75,000 towards expansion

School investing $30,000 in upgrades

Herron encourages citizens
to attend next council meet

THE SHERIFFS’ Endeavor airboat, purchased through a cooperative effort involv-

ing the Huron and Tuscola county sheriff’s departments, was put into action last

week when Tuscola County deputies utilized the craft to rescue a pair of ice fisher-

man on Saginaw Bay. (Photo courtesy of the Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department)

Hospital building campaign fund just $7,000 short of goal now

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Rawson family’s legacy of
helping to build a better future in
Cass City has come full circle at
Hills and Dales General Hospital,
where officials are once again cele-
brating a generous gift from the fam-
ily’s foundation.

The latest pledge represents a big
boost for the hospital’s building
campaign fund, which is now just
$7,000 short of the half-million-dol-

lar goal set by officials after
announcing plans for a $6 million
expansion/renovation project in
August.
Ground breaking for the upgrades is

expected to take place sometime in
March, weather permitting.

Officials with the Hills and Dales
Foundation and Building Campaign
Committee announced last week that
the Rawson Foundation has pledged
$75,000 over the next five years
towards the hospital’s building cam-
paign.

“With the pledge,
the campaign has
reached $493,000;
almost meeting its
goal of $500,000,”
said Danielle Blaine,
Hills and Dales
Foundation director.

The Rawson
Foundation was
formed Dec. 28,
1959, by Audley
Rawson, who along
with his wife, Lena
Rawson, son Delbert
Rawson, and Fred
Auten served as its

board of directors.
“The foundation was established to

administer funds for religious, chari-
table and educational purposes with-
in the community and still serves

that purpose today,” Blaine noted.
“The Rawson Foundation is now
housed within the Tuscola County
Community Foundation.  Current
board members include Robert

Green (president), Robert Tuckey
(vice president), Mary Jane VanVliet
(secretary) and Dan Derfiny (treasur-
er).”

Please turn to page 8.

THE RAWSON Foundation has pledged

$75,000 towards Hills and Dales General

Hospital’s upcoming $6 million facelift.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A scathing “letter to the editor” in last week’s edition of the Cass City
Chronicle indicates the newest member of the village council is not going to
be a “yes man”.

Village Trustee Tom Herron has been vocal during his first few weeks as a
trustee and says he anticipates an upcoming council meeting will be well-
attended by citizens who share his concerns – concerns he vowed to address
during his election campaign.

Herron, who attended his first village meeting as a member of the council
in December, previously attended council sessions as an audience member,
frequently speaking up and offering his own input and opinions.

His letter to the editor included a litany of complaints and criticisms of the
council’s and village manager’s actions over the past several months.
Specifically, he took issue with the village’s dealings with the Dairy Farmers
of America (DFA) and the cooperative’s milk plant in town.

Herron says local officials made promises to the organization to get them
to build in Cass City, and then were not able to make good on them. He cited
the village’s inability to handle the milk plant’s wastewater when officials
said they could, resulting in thousands of dollars in costs for both the village
and DFA.

DFA ended up building its own wastewater treatment system. Because of
the failed commitment, Herron says the village is paying back $700,000 for
engineering costs using a bank loan.

Because of that issue and more, Herron indicated he is worried DFA may
not follow through with building a proposed second phase expansion.

He is also taking issue with the village’s finances, calling the recently-
approved 2017 budget “terrible” and claiming the spending plan was given
rubber-stamp approval without a thorough examination.

According to Herron, the 1.5-percent increase for water and two-percent
hike for sewer service this year was not necessary and that expenses could

Please turn to page 6. Please turn to page 16.

Deputies rescue ice fishermen on the bay
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
rescued a pair of Saginaw Bay ice
fisherman last week utilizing a new
airboat that was put into service a
year ago thanks to a cooperative
effort involving the Huron and
Tuscola county sheriff’s depart-
ments.

According to Tuscola County
Sheriff Glen Skrent, Tuscola County
Central Dispatch notified Sgt. Jim
Hook of a report of lost fishermen on
the bay Tuesday at about 6:20 p.m.
“The two fishermen had walked out

from Vanderbilt Park and were about
a mile out.  It became dark and fog

rolled in, so they could no longer see
the shore,” Skrent said. “They had
no compass or other means to find
shore, so they called 911.

“The airboat was called in to find

the subjects,” he added. “Deputies
Justin Nitz and Kirk Dutcher from
Tuscola County operated the airboat
and found the fisherman at around

Please turn to page 6.

Snover man jailed after chase
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies arrested a Snover man Saturday after he
allegedly threatened another man with a knife, assaulted deputies with his
vehicle and then led officers on multiple pursuits covering at least four town-
ships.

The suspect, whose name has not been released pending formal arraign-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials will be
investing $30,000 in infrastructure
upgrades at Cass City Elementary
School in the coming weeks to fix
issues related to consistent and effi-

cient heating in the building.
The board of education, meeting in

regular session Monday night, also
revised the format for upcoming
informal “round table” discussions
attended by staff members and board
representatives, and welcomed new
trustees Janet Richards and George

Batty.
Representatives of Schuette

Services and Tri City Controls,
Frankenmuth, addressed the board
regarding mechanical issues at the
elementary school, saying certain
heating/cooling system upgrades are

Please turn to page 16.
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BOYD AND Clay Evans are both pursuing Boy Scouting’s highest rank – the

Eagle – and are well on their way to achieving that goal as they work on their

Eagle Scout projects involving a new football scoreboard and spirit board for

the Owen-Gage School District. Thumb National Bank, represented above by

Cindy Kruse, vice president, branch manager, Cass City, recently donated

towards the projects, which the boys hope to have completed this spring.

Braeden Perzanowski, the son of
Michael and Chasity Perzanowski,
Gagetown, was recently named to
the dean’s list at Hope College,
Holland, following the fall semester
of the 2016-17 school year.
To be named to the dean’s list, a stu-

dent must maintain a minimum 3.5
grade point average on a 4.0 scale.
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Local grad 
named to 
dean’s list

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s
name, address and telephone num-
ber. The latter is in case it is neces-
sary to call for verification, but
won’t be used in the newspaper.
Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate
reason. The Chronicle reserves the
right to edit letters for length and
clarity.

We will not publish thank you let-
ters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking mer-
chants who donated prizes for a raf-
fle.
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Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

Fire, ice and a history rewrite

someone had just set it down.
I really cannot explain why that image of all of those

I have seen of the ship and its artifacts has stayed with
me. Perhaps it is because back when that video was
made, my sons were very young, and the last time I
owned any kind of glass dinnerware was B.C. (before
children).

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

This April it will be 105 years since the RMS
Titanic sank in the Atlantic, killing more than 1,500
passengers.
The ship that was billed as “unsinkable” sank on its

maiden voyage. The tragedy has been studied by sev-
eral experts and immortalized in film and books. The
passage of time has not dimmed widespread fascina-
tion to know more about the incident.

After another review of material of the accident, a
new theory has emerged that the sinking wasn’t just
caused by striking an iceberg.

According to journalist Senan Molony’s research,
hitting the iceberg was not the main cause of the
sinking and that a smoldering coal fire in one of the
fuel storage areas weakened the steal.

The theory is based on a photo of a 30-foot long
black mark on the right side of the hull just behind
where the iceberg struck — The theory is that the
smoldering coal fire weakened the steel, making it
vulnerable to the iceberg — and on other informa-
tion. Molony’s theory was the focus of a documen-
tary that aired on the history channel this month.

Of course, I was glued to the show. I, like millions
of others, have been drawn to know more about the
largest civilian sea disaster in history.

For those who are also interested in the Titanic’s
history, the Sloan-Longway Museum will host a dis-
play of the great ship’s artifacts January 21 through
May 21. Each visitor to the display will receive a
replica of a boarding pass of an actual passenger that
was aboard the Titanic. In the museum’s Memorial
Gallery, the boarding pass can be used to learn more
about the person whose name is on the pass and if
they survived or perished in the sinking.

The display is a chronological journey through the
life of the Titanic — from the ship’s construction, to
life on-board, to the ill-fated sinking – along with
amazing artifact rescue efforts. There will also be a
re-creation of some of the rooms in the most majes-
tic ship of its time, and a recounting of stories depict-
ing heroism and humanity. More than 5,500 artifacts
have been recovered from the ocean bottom.

Advance purchase of tickets is recommended. To
reserve them online in advance of your visit, call
(810) 237-3450.

I have read numerous books about the Titanic,
watched several movies, and read dozens of articles.
One story that got my attention was that the Titanic’s
last lunch menu sold for $88,000 a few years ago.
The menu was saved in the coat pocket of one of the
survivors.
A few of the items listed on that menu included egg

a l’Argenteul, chicken LA Marland, corned beef,
dumplings, grilled mutton chops, and a buffet of
salmon mayonnaise, potted shrimps, Norwegian
anchovies, soused herrings, sardines as well as iced
draught Munich Lager Beer.

I watched the first video of when the Titanic was
discovered back in 1986. The one image that has
stayed with me from that video even 31 years later is
that of a China tea cup sitting neatly on a saucer as if
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The law enforcement community frequently finds itself on
the receiving end of criticism these days. Unfortunately,
often missed among the sensational headlines are simple
gestures of kindness and compassion quietly demonstrated
by the same men and women sworn to protect and serve.

Case in point: Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies Steve
Roland and Jonathon Ramirez were assisting a motorist on
M-24 near Gun Club Road near Caro Jan. 11 when togeth-
er they went above and beyond, then said nothing about
their good deed.

“Their report simply stated the vehicle was disabled and
stood by until the wrecker showed up. What the deputies
report did not reveal, until the operator of the vehicle called
to tell us, was that the deputies pooled their money to pay
for the wrecker call,” Sheriff Glen Skrent said last week.
“Seems the family was a bit down on their luck and did not
have the money and were basically stranded along the road.

“If the family had not contacted us, we would not even
have known that they did this gesture,” Skrent added. “We
have a great crew of deputies here — inside the jail, the
courthouse and the road.”

**********

Calling all card sharks.  
The Good Shepherd Altar Society will be hosting Euchre

card parties at the St. Joseph Hall in Argyle on the fourth
Sunday of the month in February, March and April.

Games begin at 1 p.m., and prizes and lunch will be pro-
vided.

**********  

Did you know seasonal weight restrictions in Huron
County went into effect Saturday, the earliest date ever put
in place by the Huron County Road Commission?

The restrictions call for trucks to reduce normal gross
weight by 35 percent on all county roads, except those des-
ignated “Class A” or any road that is part of the state trun-
kline system.

One of the most common business interactions with a
county road agency concerns seasonal weight restrictions –
sometimes called “frost laws.” 

While roads are concrete and asphalt and look indestruc-
tible, they can actually be quite fragile in late winter as frost
comes out of the ground.  Even strong late-winter sunlight
on the dark paved surface has a significant impact on a
road.
As frost melts beneath a paved road, the roadbed turns wet

and spongy because water is trapped between the pavement
and the remaining ice layer beneath.  When trucks and
heavy equipment travel over a layer of concrete or asphalt
that isn’t well supported beneath, permanent cracks can
occur.
And now you know why.

**********  

The Tuscola County Chapter of Ducks Unlimited annual
fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, March 17, at the Caro
Knights of Columbus Hall. 

Planned for the occasion are chances to win over $10,000
worth of prizes, including 20 firearms. 

Tickets to the event, which includes dinner, are $45 and
can be purchased by calling Mike Bauerschmidt at (989)
673-3020.

Try walking a mile
in a trustee’s shoes

When tensions are high – even when they’re not –
it can be easy to criticize the folks who serve on a
local board of education.
We suspect, however, that there would be more pats

on the back and fewer critical remarks if more mem-
bers of the community would take a mental mile-long
stroll in the shoes of a school board trustee.

It can be a thankless job.
Board of Education trustees are charged with the

stewardship of multi-million dollar budgets as well
as overseeing policies that guide teaching and
administrative staffs and thousands of children.
School board members must understand the ins and

outs of public education funding, including the
impact of countless unfunded mandates, new state
regulations and standardized tests that seem to
change from one year to the next based on the whims
of Lansing and/or Washington, D.C. They face
shrinking enrollments and, subsequently, shrinking
revenues while the cost of doing everything contin-
ues to rise.
Boards of education are challenged to keep up with

curriculums, weigh financial and other considera-
tions while making policy decisions, ensuring build-
ings are safe and functional, and serving as the final
step in resolving disciplinary matters.

Trustees not only volunteer thousands of hours
attending various meetings and extracurricular
functions, many also devote additional time to com-
plete training in an effort to become even more effec-
tive board members.

Trustees receive very little compensation for their
efforts, yet frequently find themselves in the line of
fire when it comes to making unpopular but neces-
sary decisions for the good of all.

January is set aside each year as a time for special
recognition of school boards and all they do, and we
would like to personally thank each trustee, past and
present, serving school districts throughout the area.
In Cass City, we offer kudos to past board members

Craig Bellew and Dan Manwell — who recently
stepped down following 10 years and four years of
service, respectively – as well as new trustees Janet
Richards and George Batty. They join board mem-
bers Alice Zaleski, Dave Osentoski, Janie Meeker,
Emily Phillips-Lasceski and Stacey Bliss.

We would also like to encourage all area residents
to make a point of offering a word of praise, support
and encouragement to these volunteers, who give of
their time, talent and experience.

Board members come from all walks of life –
they’re parents, grandparents, neighbors, retirees,
bankers, mechanics, health care workers, etc. – but
they all share at least one goal; they want to provide
our children with a quality education in a safe and
healthy environment.

That’s a job worthy of both our respect and grati-
tude year-round.

I have no clue how Gov. Snyder ran his personal busi-
ness.  He must have inherited his money because he
sure doesn’t know how to run the state of Michigan.

You said you needed $500 million more to repair our
roads and bridges.  You tried to increase the sales tax
from six to seven percent.  The voters defeated it
because we didn’t trust you with our money.
Now you give the taxpayers a bigger reason not to trust

you.  Now you want to implement a gas and diesel fuel
tax.  The amount you want to raise will generate $1.4
billion, that’s $900 million dollars more than you need-
ed.  What are you going do with $900 million?  If this
was brought for a vote it would get defeated.
You have the same problem that a drug addict has, but

you have a money-spending problem.  We should have
the right to vote on every tax increase and to give you
what we think you should have.  The way you do it, you
hide behind the law.  I call it stealing.
Gov. Snyder, why don’t you come out from under your

desk, where you hid every time Trump came to
Michigan, and apologize to the people and say I’m sorry
for being so stupid after seeing all the jobs that Trump
is bringing to Michigan.  One thing you have in your
favor; it’s impossible for you to get brain cancer.

Robert Peruski
Ubly

Citizens have right to
vote on all tax hikes

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Jason R. Malicoat, 31, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
assaulting a prison employee and
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer March 20 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $15,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Travis R. Bullinton, 26, Flint,
pleaded no contest to charges of pos-

session of cocaine, heroin or another
narcotic (less than 25 grams), subse-
quent offense; assaulting, resisting
or obstructing a police officer; flee-
ing a police officer; and operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor Aug. 23 in Vassar
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$100,000.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Michael A. Periso, 28, Deford,
pleaded no contest to assault with
intent to commit great bodily harm

less than murder Oct. 8 in Cass City.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued at
$150,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Kenneth D. Grady, 27, Deford,
pleaded no contest to delivery/manu-
facture of cocaine, heroin or another
narcotic (less than 25 grams), subse-
quent offense, March 23 in Novesta
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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A 67-YEAR-OLD Cass City man was eastbound on Deckerville Road near Hurds

Corner Road Thursday at about 11:30 a.m. when he lost control of his vehicle and

left the roadway, hitting a large rock. Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies reported

the vehicle then went airborne and came back down, rolling over and striking a tree.

Deputy Justin Nitz reported the driver may have suffered a medical condition that

caused the crash. The Caro Fire Department extricated the driver, whose name has

not been released, from his vehicle, and an MMR Ambulance transported him to an

area hospital for treatment. The accident remains under investigation.  
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

She doesn’t want
to hear it, guys

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

Mark and Susan Copeland of
Deford announce the engagement
of their daughter, Whitney Lea
Ganley, to Evan John Laurie, the
son of Doug and Tammy Laurie of
Cass City. The bride-to-be is a
2008 graduate of Caro High
School. She works at Angel’s Hair
Studio and Northwood Meadows,
both in Cass City. The bridegroom
is a 2006 graduate of Cass City
High School. He works for Kappen
Tree Service and Evan Laurie
Farms. A May 2012 wedding is
currently being planned.

James Ketterer of Cass City was
recently named to the dean’s list at
Delta College in University Center.
Ketterer earned a grade point aver-
age (GPA) of 3.650 for the fall
2011 semester. 

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

It’s been a nice week or so for
Mike Mentor. The Owen-Gage
High School senior was honored as
“Student of the Month” for
January, and was crowned Owen-
Gage Snowcoming king during
Friday night’s basketball game
between the Bulldogs and CPS.
Ask the 17-year-old Owendale res-
ident, however, and he’ll tell you
the highlight of his life these days
is his music, and the Christian rock
band he helped form a couple years
ago. Mentor, the son of Joy and
Dave Mentor, plays rhythm guitar
and is lead vocalist of the band,
Any Given Hour, which also fea-
tures 3 other Owen-Gage High
School students - Jason Seibel, 17,
of Bach, on lead guitar and back-
up vocal, Josh McLaren, 17, of
Owendale, on bass; and Josh
Starks, also of Owendale, on
drums.

Mr. and Mrs. John Peters of
Evans City, Penn., announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Mary E. Peters, to Chad R. Tate,
both of Palm Coast, Fla. Chad is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Tate of Cass City. Mary is a 2005
graduate of the University of
Pittsburgh, where she received a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in the his-
tory of art and architecture and his-
toric preservation for architecture.
Chad is a 2002 graduate of Ferris
State University, where he received
a Bachelor of Science Degree in
professional golf management.
They are both employed by the
Ginn Development Company in
Palm Coast, Ha. The couple will
marry in late August 2007. 

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

Steve and Sandi Wright, of Cass
City, had their work cut out for
them after last week’s snow storm.
The couple awoke Jan. 14 to find
their vehicles blocked by snow
drifts as high as 5 feet in some
spots. It took about 4 hours to dig
out with a snow blower, Sandi
commented.

Navy Seaman Recruit Robert S.
Wright, son of Otis H. and Carolyn
A. Wright, 5694 Argyle Road,
Decker, recently completed basic
training at Recruit Training
Command, Orlando, Fla. During
the cycle, recruits are taught gener-
al military subjects designed to
prepare them for further academic
and on-the-job training in one of
the Navy’s 85 occupational fields.
Studies include seamanship, close
order drill, naval history and first
aid. Wright is a 1985 graduate of
Cass City High School. 
Bob and Shirley Bader and Arthur

and Janet Severance returned home
Sunday after spending a week at
New Smyrna Beach, Florida.
While there, they visited Jerry and
Normaleen Root and Harold and
Helen Copeland of Davenport and
Russ and Harriet Richards of
Orlando.

The following area students
placed in the business clerical, data 
processing and accounting compet-
itive events: Cass City - Krista
Connolly, first place in Emblem
Building; Julie Remsing, first place
in Office Assistant and sixth place
in Document Formatting; Amy
Ross, first place in Administrative
Specialist, second place in
Document Formatting and
Proofreading/Editing, and third
place in Business Knowledge;
Steve Smith, first place in
Financial Analyst Team, third
place in Computerized Accounting
and fourth place in Financial
Specialist; Berneda Schutt, second
place in Banking Applications and
Business Law; Lyle Reil, fourth
place in Banking; Heather Shaft,
fourth place in Administrative
Specialist and sixth place in
Proofreading/Editing, and Shiloh
Flemington, fifth place in Office
Assistant. 

I don’t know about you, but I’d do just about anything for a few days in
another venue where there’s some good to honest sunshine and temperatures
are close to 60 degrees (or even higher than 16).

In reality, I rarely get away before the summer months because I love my
job so much.  Ahem.

On the other hand, by this time of the year, I’m really starting to feel the
winter blues, as I’m sure many other folks are — especially those who are
married.

Why?  Because arctic weather has a way of keeping you and your better
half inside the house.  Together.  A lot.  That means us married guys,
although a bit tamer than our wild and free counterparts, have far more
opportunities than we’ll ever need to say stupid things to our wives.

Of course, the number of stupid things you say (out loud) tends to dwindle
a bit the longer you’re married, although some guys never learn.  I call them
single.

As for me, I anticipate celebrating 35 years of wedded bliss next month.
Along the way I’ve picked up on some of my wife’s subtle signals when it
comes to figuring out that I’ve gone too far with my mouth, so I thought I’d
share some of that wisdom with lesser experienced husbands.

Here’s a few examples of what not to say to your wife (and, no, I haven’t
tried them all.  Yet):

*You’re a little close to that car ahead of us, aren’t you? Where’s the sale?
In my experience, you should only comment from the passenger’s seat if you
feel like driving.

*What the heck were you thinking?! Bad idea, guys, because our wives
have long memories, and chances are good you’ve done something much
stupider.

*Don’t worry, It’ll grow back, right?  If the hairstyle went bad, find some-
thing you like about her new look.
*You’re not that old.  She’s never old, guys, not even a little.  Even if she’s

turning 300 and the skin under her arms is bouncing off the sidewalk, she’s
the beautiful woman you married, and you’d better tell her so.  
*Hey, look how well that diet plan worked for her! (goes nicely with, “Why

don’t you ever wear stuff like that?).  Yeah, if you have to ask about these,
you’re doomed.  Might as well tell her that, yes, she does in fact look fat in
that top, pair of jeans, etc.  Before you do, however, better take a look in the
mirror at yourself.

*Why don’t you act more like... (fill in the blank, if you must, but never,
ever, fill it in with “your (or my) mother”).

And last, but not least, the Queen Mary of what not to say, at least in my
house:

*Why don’t you just settle down?.  The only time I use this one anymore
is, well, never.  Frankly, you get a little tired of wearing whatever your beau-
tiful bride is holding at the moment you say it, you know?

Cass City, was one of 2,510 stu-
dents awarded degrees at Wayne
State University’s winter com-
mencement exercises held in
December at Cobo Hall, Detroit.
Hennessey is a 1968 graduate of
Cass City High School and
received a bachelor’s degree in
business law. He is presently
employed at Saginaw Steering
Gear as a foreman. Hennessey
resides in Bay City.

Ann Whittaker, a Cass City High
School student, attended a United
States Army special press meeting
in Bay City Monday, Jan. 24, with
several other high school newspa-
per editors and writers. The session
involved a presentation by
Lieutenant Colonel Richard C.
Bennett, commander of the Army’s
Lansing District Recruiting
Command which is responsible for
Army recruiting in outstate
Michigan. The program was held
to help student editors and writers
understand some of the Army’s
new programs through an in-depth
interview with LTC Bennett. Miss
Whittaker is now involved in an
Army-sponsored writing contest.
From the entries dealing with sub-
jects discussed at the meeting, the
top student writer in Michigan will
be selected by a panel which
includes LTC Bennett and civilian
and military writers.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

The little rabbit was presented to
Lloyd Finkbeiner for his work in
one of the lead roles of “Harvey”
last year with the Tuscola Players.
The Finkbeiners say that acting is
time consuming, but lots of fun.

Miss Linda Calka, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Calka of Cass
City, was awarded the Daughters,
of American Revolution-Good
Citizen award last week. She was
selected from among five finalists
chosen by the student body. The
final selection was made by the
school faculty. Miss Calka
received a good citizenship certifi-
cate and a pin, symbolic of the
honor. A senior at Cass City High
School, Miss Calka was selected
for her outstanding record of
achievement in school and
extracurricular activities.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Rumptz of
Ubly announce the engagement of
their daughter, Virginia Mary, to
Richard James Bukowski, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Bukowski
of Snover. Miss Rumptz will be a
1967 graduate of Ubly High
School. Mr. Bukowski is a gradu-
ate of Cass City High School and is
presently employed at Pontiac
Motors. A June 24 wedding is
being planned.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

At a quiet evening wedding on
Saturday, January 17, Miss Patricia
Pinney was united in marriage with
John H. Murphy in the First
Presbyterian Church at Upland,
California, with Rev. Rex E.
Lawhead officiating. The bride
was attired in a princess style dress
of baby blue wool with navy blue
accessories and a corsage of white
orchids. Miss Pinney was attended
by Mrs. Robert Wiele of Burbank,
California. Mrs. Wiele was dressed
in a dark tailored suit and wore a
corsage of white camellias. The
bride was given in marriage by her
mother, Mrs. Edward Pinney, who
wore a dusty rose crepe dress with
black accessories and a corsage of
white camellias.

Nine men from Tuscola County
were inducted into army service at
Fort Custer on January 16. In the
group are: Lucine Salgat, Vilas
Moore, Paul J. Goda, Erling H.
Ollila, Frederick W. Wirth, Elmer
L. Carpenter, Harold I. Perry,
Vernon G. Blackwell and Frederick
L. Pelton

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

Frank E. Lee appreciates the
opportunity to secure the Chronicle
at the old dollar rate, and even
though his subscription was paid
until next fall, he made haste to
send the expiration date still farther
into the future before Feb. 1 when
the subscription price advances to
$1.50 a year. This will pay Mr.
Lee’s subscription to Sept. 1920.
Here is Mr. Lee’s letter written
under the date of Jan. 18: “You will
see by my sending the $3.00
money order that I am in full sym-
pathy with that warm place in your
heart and glad to avail myself of
your special offer; also to know it
is paid for three years from time
my old subscription runs out.”
Have taken the Cass City paper 30
years; would not be without it.
Long live the Chronicle.”
Sincerely yours, FRANK E. LEE.
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A pair of Cass City educators have
been selected to receive the Thumb
Area Reading Council’s “Celebrate
Literacy Awards.” The recipients
are Cathy Cooper and Gerry
Tibbits, both Cass City teachers;
Cooper, a Cass City resident, is a
Chapter 1 reading teacher whose
career in education spans 15 years,
including the past 7 years in the
Cass City district. She co-chairs
the Young Authors committee and
is involved in the gifted and talent-
ed, computer literacy, March is
Reading Month and Reading
Magic programs. Tibbits, a long-
time area resident, is a 27-year vet-
eran of the Cass City Schools. She
currently teaches sixth grade and is
an active volunteer in the School
Improvement Committee. 

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Friday evening, Mr. and Mrs.
Albert Anthes were joined by their
children, Mr. and Mrs. Dailey
Parrish and Lisa and Mr. and Mrs.
Aaron Anthes and Denise, at Ubly
Heights Country Club to celebrate
the Jan. 24 birthday of Mr. Anthes
and Mr. and Mrs. Anthes’ 40th
wedding anniversary. Others
attending were Mr. and Mrs. Don
Lorentzen of Cass City and Mr.
and Mrs. Gary Tesho and Celeste
and Garrett of Bad Axe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Thorp of
Owendale announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Pamela
Jean, to Paul Harmer Jr. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Harmer
of Cass City. 

Eight area students have been
named to the dean’s list for the fall
semester at Delta College near Bay
City. They are Renee M. Erla and
Gary W. Martin, Cass City; Jesse
M. Martinez and Carol L. Parker,
Gagetown; Paul R. King and Tina
M. Neu, Kingston; Sherry L. Burk,
Owendale, and Frederick J.
Sweeney, Ubly. To be named to the
dean’s list requires a minimum 3.5
grade point average and at least six
hours of credit.

Krista Iseler is student of the
week for the week of Jan. 18 at
Cass City Intermediate School. A
fifth grader, she is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Iseler of
Schwegler Road, Cass City. She
was chosen by her teacher because
of her exceptional leadership qual-
ities.

Recipients of the Tuscola County
Soil Conservation District cooper-
ator of the year award last
Wednesday were Richard and
Doug Colling, who farm in
Elmwood and Columbia
Townships.

40 YEARS AGO (1977)

Several area youngsters are among
110 Girl Scouts and Brownies who
will participate in a rock-a-thon to
raise funds for the Michigan Heart
Association at Provincial House
Feb. 19. Both scouts and some
Provincial House residents will
participate. Getting warmed up are:
Alicia Bliss, Mrs. Lela Kildan and
Lisa Parrish, Kimberly Bader and
Aimee Brown.

Navy Seaman Recruit Edward G.
Schwartz Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward G. Schwartz Sr. of Cass
City, has completed recruit training
at the Naval Training Center, Great
Lakes, Ill. During the eight-week
training cycle, he studied general
military subjects designed to pre-
pare him for further academic and
on-the-job training in one of the
Navy’s 85 basic occupational
fields. Included in his studies were
seamanship, close-order drill,
Naval history and first aid. A 1976
graduate of Cass City High School,
he joined the Navy in October,
1976.

Mr. and Mrs. Dwaine Peters of
Cass City announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Rebecca
Sue, to Benjamin Hennessey, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Hennessey
of Cass City. The bride-elect is a
graduate of Cass City High School
and also graduated from Howard’s
Beauty Academy of Caro. The
prospective bridegroom is also a
graduate of Cass City High School.
Wedding plans are indefinite.

Melinda Kirn, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Stanley Kirn of Cass City,
left this week for Mexico with 17
other students as a part of her stud-
ies at John Wesley College in
Owosso, where she is a second
year student. The students will
spend four weeks in Mexico, divid-
ing their time between the capital
city and travel in the south. While
there, the students will study the
art, economics, history, architec-
ture and politics of this ancient
country. 

David M. Hennessey, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel J. Hennessey of
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News briefsLooking for a blind date?
Library has your perfect match

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Besides lending books, DVDs and
magazines, Rawson Memorial
District Library is gearing up to offer
“blind dates” to its patrons. It doesn’t
matter if you are single, in a relation-
ship, in a complicated situation with
another, or even married.

No, the Cass City library isn’t
encouraging cheating – just reading
with the “Have a Blind Date With a
Book” event.

“With the books being wrapped,
you don’t know what you will be
getting. That’s part of the fun,”
explained library Director Kate Van
Auken. “We’ve done this for the last
few years. Our patrons enjoy it. It’s a
fun way to get someone to read a
book they wouldn’t normally pick
for themselves.
At the end of the event, participants

complete a short survey that enters
them in a drawing.
The program is for those who are up

for a “mysterious rendezvous”. All
they have to do is check out one or
two of the books on display for the
event. The books are covered in
plain brown paper wrappers, so those

who participate have no idea if they
are getting a book of fiction or non-
fiction. That’s part of the mystery,
just like a real blind date.

The event is being coordinated by
Jesika Ferris-Struve, the library’s
special programming librarian.
“I can’t take all of the credit for this.

I read on-line about another library
that did something similar. I made
some changes to use it here,” said
Ferris-Struve.

There are advantages to having a
date with a book. There are no
uncomfortable questions, no awk-
ward lulls in conversation. If you
don’t like the book, just close the
cover and there won’t be any hard
feelings. Another advantage of a
book date is wearing pajamas is fine
and travel on snowy roads isn’t
required.
You might be disappointed with the

book you selected or you might
enjoy reading something that you
wouldn’t normally select, Van Auken
said. And, just like any date, the
book could be entertaining, informa-
tive, funny or disappointing, she
added.

The book blind date event has been
well received at the local library.

“The response…has been good.
The average (age) of those who par-
ticipate has been about 40. Of that,
there are about 30 who have regular-
ly participated over the years that we
have done this,” said Ferris-Struve,
who has coordinated the blind date
with a book program for the last six
years.
Inside each book wrapped in brown

paper is a survey slip for the reader
to rate their book date.

“You can say you liked the book or
that you didn’t. The slip has to be
filled out completely to be entered
into a contest two win a gift card for
a dinner for two to Olive Garden,”
said Ferris-Struve. “We did dinner
prizes for local restaurants before,
and thought we’d try something dif-
ferent this year.”

The date with a book starts
Thursday, Feb. 2, and continues
through the end of the month.

The library is open Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
more information, call (989) 872-
2856.

8:53 p.m. about one mile off shore.  The Coast Guard had also been notified
and had just arrived with their airboat when the subjects were found.”

Skrent identified the fishermen as a 63-year-old Essexville man and a 37-
year-old man from Bay City. Neither was injured.

The sheriff said he appreciates the joint co-operation between Tuscola and
Huron counties as well as assistance from the Caseville Fire Department in
transporting the airboat to the launch location.

Skrent also issued some advice for anyone planning to venture out.
“Leaving shore without a means of direction finding is a recipe for disas-

ter,” he said. “Any smart phone has the capability of a compass app; howev-
er, it should not be relied up as smart phones lose battery strength quickly in
the cold.  A good, old fashioned compass should be taken anytime you ice
fish on Saginaw Bay.”
Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson also issued a word of caution to fish-

ermen regarding ice conditions.
“With the next several days forecasted to have daytime temperatures defi-

nitely above freezing and the nights near or above freezing, ice conditions
on our county and the adjacent waters of it will weaken,” Hanson said last
Wednesday.

“This advisory is especially important to anglers and outdoor enthusiasts
because ice rescue incidents have already occurred on ice that some have
believed to be already safe. And this has happened even before the warmer
temperatures set in.”
In addition to Tuesday’s incident, during which the sheriff’s department air-

boat broke through the ice twice, Hanson said, a Thumb resident broke
through the ice on an ATV while riding nearly two miles offshore on Wild
Fowl Bay over the previous weekend. “Fortunately, a companion on anoth-
er ATV was able to get him out of the water, but not without a lot of diffi-
culty,” he added.

“Although many other anglers have reported no major concerns, those two
examples are definite proof to take nothing for granted when on the ice,
especially when warmer temperatures are yet ahead.”
The airboat used during last week’s rescue was purchased largely with fed-

eral grant funding secured by the Huron and Tuscola county sheriff’s depart-
ments, which cover a combined 116 miles of Lake Huron and Saginaw Bay
shoreline. Officials from both counties also contributed to the purchase, with
Huron County spending $25,000 and Tuscola Count chipping in $10,000.
The $154,000 craft, commissioned last February, was named the “Sheriffs’

Endeavor” in honor of the cooperative effort involving the two Thumb coun-
ties.

The new 20-foot patrol/airboat, specifically designed for harsh ice opera-
tions, is powered by a 650-horsepower General Motors engine. It features a
heated pilot house that can accommodate up to five people.

The craft is equipped with a side-mounted jib crane that can lift 600
pounds, and has safety cameras, police and marine radios and a large screen
GPS. 

have been trimmed elsewhere.
“They wouldn’t even talk or look at making any cuts to the budget. It was

just given a rubber stamp. It’s a terrible budget,” Herron said in an interview
with the Chronicle after the budget was approved.

His letter went on to say he plans to make good on is campaign promises
of accountability and change, and encouraged village residents to become
active participants in their government by attending the council’s next regu-
lar meeting, set for Monday, Jan. 30, starting at 7 p.m. at the Cass City
Municipal Building.

Ubly welcomes new staff members
UBLY – Officials in the Ubly Community Schools recently welcomed some
new staff members.
The board of education approved the hiring of Tony O’Neil as drama coor-

dinator, Valerie Kneffel as a paraprofessional, and Samantha Leslie as an art
teacher.

Business plan workshop scheduled
THUMB AREA — The Michigan Small Business Development Center
announced plans to host a one-hour online workshop version of “Writing a
Business Plan”.
The computer-based presentation will be offered live on a monthly basis at

varying times. The “webinar” covers business planning in detail and is
designed for individuals who wish to launch or grow a business. Business
plan examples are used to illustrate effective planning, and tools and infor-
mation to create a business plan draft are provided.

The I-69 Trade Corridor/Thumb Region of the Michigan Small Business
Development Center, which serves Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac,
Shiawassee, St. Clair and Tuscola counties, is sponsoring the program.

The scheduled workshop hours are Tuesday, Jan. 31, from 10 to 11 .m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 14, from 10 to 11 a.m., Wednesday, March 15, from noon to
1 p.m.; Tuesday, April 5, from 3 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, May 9, from noon to 1
p.m., and Wednesday, June 14, from 2 to 4 p.m.

There is no fee for the workshop, but advance and separate registration for
each individual is required. For more information, call (810) 762-9660.

Mental health aid focus of program
CARO — Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems (TBHS) is sponsoring a
Mental Health First-Aid program Tuesday, Jan. 31, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at the TBHS center, 129 E. Burnside St., Caro.

The adult curriculum teaches a five-step action plan to offer initial help to
people who exhibit signs/symptoms of mental illness or crisis. Experts say
you are more likely to encounter someone — whether it be a friend, relative
or member of the community — in an emotional or mental health crisis than
someone having a heart attack.

For more information or to register, call (989) 673-6191.

CWD confirmed in more state deer
MICHIGAN — Chronic wasting disease (CWD) was confirmed Friday in
two female deer from a Mecosta County deer farm. CWD is a fatal neuro-
logical disease that affects white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk and moose. This
is the second time the disease has been found in a farmed deer facility in
Michigan. In 2008, a white-tailed deer from a Kent County deer farm tested
positive.

“Chronic wasting disease is a serious disease affecting both farmed and
free-ranging deer,” said MDARD State Veterinarian James Averill, DVM.
“We are following the state’s CWD response plan and taking the necessary
steps to protect the health and well-being of all of Michigan’s deer popula-
tions.”

Samples from the two deer were submitted for testing as a part of
MDARD’s mandatory CWD surveillance program. All farmed deer facilities
licensed with the Michigan Department Natural Resources must participate
in this program. 

“Any discovery of chronic wasting disease in free-ranging or farmed deer
is disappointing,” said Chad Stewart, DNR deer and elk specialist. “It will
take significant time and effort – through immediate, targeted surveillance
and mandatory checks during the upcoming deer seasons – to understand the
current situation. The Michigan DNR remains committed in our efforts to
contain this disease and safeguard our valuable wildlife resource.”  

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Continued from page one.

Deputies rescue ice fishermen

Continued from page one.

Herron encouraging citizens to attend

ACW Ambulance Service has home of its own

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

After nearly 40 years, an ambulance
service in northern Tuscola County
finally has its own home.

Construction of a 40-foot by 70-
foot base for the ACW Ambulance
Service is complete and operational.
The new base at 6356 Center St. in
Unionville is the first facility the
ambulance has had of its own since it
was established in the early 1970s by
a group of volunteers who were pri-
marily area Jaycee members.

At the time, only a few communi-
ties had any type of ambulance serv-

ice, and most of them were operated
by funeral homes.

The ambulance service had been
paying the village of Unionville
$150 per month to store the ambu-
lance at the village hall, as well as
paying $250 a month to rent an
apartment for first responders to stay
when on-call because some of them
live out of the area. There is a five-
mile-radius limit on residence
requirement.

The new base has one ambulance
bay, two bedrooms, a kitchenette, an
office area, showers and storage
space on one-acre of land. The site is
located across from the St. Paul

Lutheran Church, which is about two
blocks south of the ambulance’s for-
mer base at 6454 Merry St.

The townships of Akron, Columbia
and Wisner jointly own and operate
the ACW Ambulance Service.

Ken Currey, one of the ambulance
service first responders, lauded the
three townships along community
members and first responder volun-
teers for making the base happen.

The service has seven active emer-
gency medical technicians (EMTs),
two medical first responders (MFRs)
and two drivers, but more are need-
ed. At one time the service had 15
members.
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 Linda Brown

Linda Sue (Young) Brown, 61, of Ubly, died following a brief illness Wednesday, January
18, 2017 in Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit.  

She was born August 30, 1955 in Cass City, the youngest of two children born to Clare
and Georgene (Lowe) Brown.  
Linda graduated from Cass City High School in 1973.  She worked for more than 20 years

for Cass City Mutual Savings.  Currently Linda was working as a receptionist for CKS
Tool and Engineering in Bad Axe where she has worked for the last 20 years.  

She enjoyed traveling, especially the many cruises she took with friends.  Linda was a
people person and would do anything for anybody.  She loved spending time with family
and friends.  But her love of animals was well known, especially the Bassett Hounds and
Cocker Spaniels she accepted as her family over the years, most recently Sam and Bud
who went on before her. 
Linda is survived by her sons:  Ryan (Tenielle Farver) Young of Bad Axe; Nick (Rachelle

Connolly) Young of Ubly; grandchildren:  Keagan, Kenzington, Kembrianna, Alli-Lynn;
parents:  Clare and Georgene Brown of Ubly; brother, William “Bill” (Sandra) Brown of
Cass City; nieces, nephews and their families:  Mike (Emily) Brown, Logan and Alexis;
Kelly (Michael) Murphy, Devin and Madison, and Trever Brown.  
A funeral service was held Saturday, January 21, in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with

the Rev. Linda Graham of Fraser Presbyterian Church officiating.  Interment will take
place at a later date.  
Pallbearers for Linda were Michael Brown, Trever Brown, Ken Brown, Bradley Calahan,

Jack Hillaker and Tim Brown.  
Memorials may be made to Thumb Animal Shelter, 2260 S. Elkton Road, Elkton, MI

48731, Family Discretionary Fund or Fraser Presbyterian Church.  Family and friends may
share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Mary Gabler 

Mary A. Gabler, 72, of Ubly, formerly of Decker, passed away Fri., Jan. 20, 2017 at
Medilodge of Cass City. 

Mary was born May 23, 1944 in Cass City, the daughter of the late Clarence, Sr. and
Florence (Skinner) Spencer. 

She married Gerald Gabler on July 12, 1963. He passed away Nov. 27, 2007. 
She worked in housekeeping for 17 years at Halifax Hospital, Daytona Beach, FL and

also cleaned at Detroit Edison in Cass City. She was baptized in 2003 and liked to read,
cook, watch Days of Our Lives, shopping at thrift stores and garage sales and traveling
with her cousin Carol. She loved her family, especially her grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

Mary is survived by her daughters, April (Dimas) Adame of Cass City and Kelly (Ray)
Sadro of Ubly; grandchildren, Korey Deiter, Brittany Deiter and Alex Maunsell; great-
grandchildren, Kennedy, Kirah, Atlas, Savannah, Leland and Brayden; and brothers,
Richard Spencer of Caro and Stanley (Ernestine) Spencer of Vassar. 

She was predeceased by her daughter, Kimberly (Mike) Maunsell, 2 brothers, Clarence
Spencer, Jr. and Gordon Spencer and 2 infant sisters.   

Visitation will be Tues., Jan. 24, at Deford Community Church, 1392 Kingston Rd.,
Deford, from 10 a.m. until an 11 a.m. service. Pastor David Cooper will officiate. 

Honoring Mary’s wishes, cremation will follow. Burial will be in Evergreen Cemetery at
a later date.  Please share condolences at http://www.thabetfuneralhome.com/ 
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home, Cass City.

Scott Guinther

Scott Owen Guinther, 61, of Sebewaing, passed away Sunday, January 15, 2017 at
Medilodge of Cass City. 

Scott was born December 15, 1955 in Cass City, son of the late Lawrence and Rose
(Laszlo) Guinther. 

He worked for Michigan Sugar for 15 years, and enjoyed playing golf. 
Scott is survived by two brothers, Tim (Denise) Guinther of Deford and Greg Guinther

of Cass City; a niece, Nicole Guinther of Lansing; and nephews, Josh Nolan of Sebewaing
and Jocquaz Chaney of Georgia. 
A memorial luncheon with a time for sharing thoughts and memories of Scott by his fam-

ily and friends, will be held at Gilligan’s, 6444 Main St., Cass City, Saturday, January 28,
at 2 p.m. Family and friends may start gathering there at 1 p.m. 

Cremation has taken place and burial will be at a later date in Elkland Township
Cemetery. Please share condolences at http://www.thabetfuneralhome.com/ 
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

Dawn Haag

Dawn Rae Haag, age 77, of Cass City, passed away, Fri., Jan. 20, 2017 at her home. Dawn
was born Nov. 14, 1939 in Bay Port, daughter of the late Clarence Forman and Zella
(Minnick) and step-father, Clarence Scott. On June 21, 1958 she married Ronald A. Haag
in Kilmanagh, he died Aug. 12, 1992. 

She was a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City, was part of the last
graduating class of Bay Port High School, and enjoyed fishing, bingo, road trips, the
Detroit Tigers and especially spending time with her many friends, and her family. Dawn
is survived by her children, Ronald Haag of Minden City, Carla (Carl) Cifka of Cass City,
Brian (Tracy Ritter) Haag of New Hudson and Tonya Lawhorn of Gagetown, grandchil-
dren, Ronald and Kathy Haag, Kristie (Kevin) Dorsch, Karie Haag, Ryan Haag, Matthew
Dzielinski, Paul Dzielinski, Meri Dzielinski, Cory and Brittany Haag, Brad (Nikki Guigar)
Haag, Justin Haag, Alicia Ford (Daniel Bucholtz) MacKennzie Lawhorn, step-grandchil-
dren Robert Schmitt and Travis Schmitt, great grandchildren, Christian, Anthoney, Mariea,
Steven and Alex Haag, Kelsey and Hunter Badger, Haylee and Nina Bucholtz and one due
in Aug., sisters in law, Melva Forman, Shirley Hill, Marilyn Beard and Joann (Gordon)
Bigham, brother in law, Mark Rathje, many nieces, nephews and great nieces and
nephews. 
She was predeceased by parents in law, Arthur and Ida Haag, brothers, Clarence (Sandra)

Forman, Carl Forman, sister, Myra Rathje, brother in laws, Kenneth Hill and Vearl Beard,
daughter in law, Kelly (Meredith Schmitt) Haag and son in law, Doral Lawhorn. 

Her family wants to thank Heartland Hospice, Region VII A.A.A. and her main care-
givers, Cassandra and Katelyn. 

Memorial visitation will be Fri., Jan. 27 from 12 Noon until a 1 p.m. service at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 6820 Main St. Pastor Steve Bagnall officiating. Burial will be
at a later date in Elkland Township Cemetery. Memorials may be given to the
family.  Please share condolences at http://www.thabetfuneralhome.com/   
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.
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intuitive, tool-less system. Educators
can utilize free VEX IQ curriculum
to help teach valuable lessons and
skills needed in today’s changing
world.”

“The robotics kits are built and
modified by students,” Woloshen
explained. “There is a basic model,
and students decide how to modify it
to best suit the challenge. They use a
snap-together construction of assort-
ed pieces.”

The goal is for the students to cre-
ate robots that will efficiently per-
form tasks – in this case models that
can pick up and transport small plas-
tic “hex balls” in a mini-arena where
they can attempt to place the balls in
certain locations to score points, as
well as attempting to finish with two
robots parked and balancing on a
see-saw type “bridge”.

“Competitions are held on a four-
foot by eight-foot arena, which is
reused each year, but with a different
challenge,” Woloshen said, adding
this year’s challenge included team-
work, with teams from various
schools being partnered with teams
from other schools, and both work-
ing together in an effort to achieve
the highest score.

The competitions are broken down
into one-minute rounds, during
which each team switches drivers at
the 30-second mark.

The Cass City boys’ team was part-
nered with a group from Lakers at
the Bad Axe meet. “The boys’ team
made it to the finals, and in the final
round took first place. Because this
was a sanctioned VEX IQ event, the

MEMBERS OF the Flaming Hawks and Thunder Phoenix sixth grade robot-

ics teams representing the Cass City Schools demonstrate a round of compe-

tition recently on the stage in the elementary school cafeteria.

Continued from page one.

Cass City robotics team eyes state finals
boys qualified for the state finals,”
Woloshen said.

Both the boys’ and girls’ teams are
slated to compete again Saturday,
Jan. 28, at the Nissan Tech Center in
Farmington Hills, where they’ll also
have an opportunity to tour the tech
center.

Woloshen started out with 18 stu-
dents who expressed an interest in
joining the robotics teams. That
number gradually whittled itself
down to 11. They are boys’ team
members Hunter Turnbull, Lukas
Sheridan, Ethan Hunt, Thomas
Muter and Gabe Schwendinger, and
girls’ team members Savanna Louks,
Cora Karr, Ellie Stapleton, Shannon
Hendrick, Madison Phelps and
Brianna Bergman.

Woloshen is quick to credit those
students with creating their own suc-
cess with plenty of determination,
sacrifice and an eagerness to work
together.

“Our (robotics) kids arrived about
three weeks before the first competi-
tion. Students stayed after school for
two hours a day, every day, until the
day of the meet,” said Woloshen. He
added the kids also practiced by pre-
senting multiple demonstrations for
their classmates.

The students impressed their coach
not only before the competition, but
also during the meet – and not just by
winning a title. Woloshen recalled
that when it came down to selecting
the students who would operate the
robot controls for the final round, his
teams each opted to pick their own,
best “driver”.

Competing is an added perk of the
program for the kids, who say
they’re having a good time.

“I got involved because I thought it
would be fun – and it is,” comment-
ed boys’ team member Ethan Hunt.
“I enjoy driving the robot.”

“It’s nice that I get to hang out with
my friends after school, and I think I
might want to be a mechanic or
something after I graduate, and I
thought this would help,” Madison
Phelps said of what prompted her to
join the girls’ team.
“I liked building it and competing,”

added Ellie Stapleton. “I really, real-
ly, really, like building things and
creating things, and I thought it
would be fun to join robotics.”

Another student, Lukas Sheridan,
said he figures the experience will
help as he pursues what he thinks
might be a future career as a robotics
engineer. “I joined because I really
like robotics.  I was really excited,”
he added.

The elementary robotics program
has enjoyed plenty of community
support, according to Woloshen.

“Cass City Oil and Gas – Nick
Chippi – is our sponsor for team
shirts, which will be printed at
ProGraphix – Melissa Mathewson;
and Chemical Bank – Carol Knight –
is providing water and snacks for the
teams at the meet in Farmington
Hills,” he said.

Woloshen added his students have
earned that support by giving the
program everything they have.

“I have students in here of all abili-
ty levels,” he commented, noting the
kids understand that in order to con-
tinue participating, they must be
doing their best work in all of their
classes. “And we haven’t removed
any kids from the team.”
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County buys property to
relocate recycling center

Continued from page one.

The Rawson Family was also one of
the original donors to Hills and
Dales General Hospital in 1959.

According to news accounts in the
Cass City Chronicle archives, “A
room size donation made by Audley
Rawson and his son D.E. Rawson
will be remembered by a simple
inscription reading ‘Rawson
Family’. Audley Rawson is a farmer
who lives five miles north of Cass
City who has been prominent in
county and state government.  He
was educated in Marlette Schools
and at Michigan State University.
He married the former Lena Day and
the couple has lived in the communi-
ty for 48 years.  The Rawsons have
four children. Audley served for four
years as state representative from
Tuscola County and four years as
state senator from the 20th dis-
trict…”
“When I was talking to Mr. Derfiny,

he mentioned he thought the Rawson
Family had donated to the original
hospital,” Blaine said. “With some
research, we were able to find the
newspaper article.  What a really
amazing circumstance, for a family’s
intentions to come full circle.

“From 1959 to 2017, their charita-
ble purpose is still making a huge
impact on the Cass City community.
We are incredibly thankful for the
generosity of the Rawson
Foundation, and all of the donors
who have supported this campaign,”
she added.

Hospital officials learned over the
summer that the USDA had
approved the lion’s share of the proj-
ect funding via a loan. The upgrades
are expected to take 18 months to
complete.

The improvements will focus both
on the first and second floors of the
existing facility, ranging from major
renovation of a dozen patient rooms

Foundation pledges $75,000 for expansion
to the creation of space to host both
the hospital’s specialty and after-
hours clinics, which are now housed
in office buildings located across
from the hospital.

The renovated patient rooms on the
inpatient (second) floor will trans-
form them into private rooms, each
with a bathroom and shower.

A change in the layout of the inpa-
tient floor, meanwhile, will include
updates to the physical therapy area,
as well as the nurses’ station, activi-
ties room, offices, and storage for the
second floor.
“A 25-foot expansion to the front of

the hospital will become clinic space
for two of our Hills and Dales physi-
cians, as well as our specialty physi-
cian clinic and our after-hours clinic.
These clinics will be directly acces-
sible from the main entrance of the
hospital,” Blaine said.

“The expansion on the main level
will allow patients to easily access
laboratory and radiology services if
needed,” added Blaine, who noted
relocating the physician/specialty

clinics to the hospital will enable
patients to more conveniently access
lab services without additional trav-
el.

She pointed out that the renovated
registration area will centralize the
hospital’s emergency room and out-
patient registration areas, which will
be manned 24 hours a day.  “The
area will provide a more private reg-
istration process for the patient and
also ensures someone is always
available to greet and direct our
patients and visitors,” she said.

The plans also call for a new gift
shop for the Hills and Dales General
Hospital Auxiliary; an expansion to
the existing cafeteria on the lower
level, providing more dining options,
additional seating capacity and a
friendlier environment for patients
and visitors; and a new main
entrance canopy and lobby area for
the hospital, which will allow for
more protection from the elements of
the weather, as well as an inviting
seating area in the lobby for patients
and visitors.

By Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The Tuscola County Recycling Center has enough room now to expand its
services and possibly even become a hub for recycling for the Thumb area.

Tuscola County Commissioners recently approved moving forward with
the purchase of the former Riverview Auto and Recycling property, a sal-
vage yard located just south of the city of Caro.

“AKT Peerless did the phase one environmental study, and only minor
traces of contaminants were found. We did our due diligence in checking out
the property,” said Tuscola County Controller Mike Hoagland, whom com-
missioners authorized to sign the necessary documents to purchase the for-
mer salvage yard at 987 Ellington St. (M-24).

“The site has plenty of elbow room for recycling to grow,” added
Hoagland, who indicated the next steps are to finalize the paperwork and
relocating recycling operations to the new location, which is about one-quar-
ter of a mile north of the current recycling site the county rents from the city
of Caro.
The soon-to-be new location of Tuscola County Recycling is a 10-acre site

with an approximate 7,000-square-foot building. The purchase price was
$140,000.

“This opens up so many options for us,” said Mike Miller, who serves as
the county’s building and grounds director as well as recycling director. “We
will be able to accept different and more recycling items that we didn’t have
room” for before.

The county’s current recycling center operates on a one-acre site at 1123
Mertz Rd. (M-24). The property is the site of a former Michigan Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) facility and is landlocked and too small for the
recycling operation.

Miller has told commissioners for several years that the recycling facility
is showing its age and more room is needed to operate efficiently.

“With this new site and its room, the sky is the limit on what we will be
able to do,” said Miller. Plus, he noted, representatives from Huron and
Sanilac counties have previously expressed interest in coordinating with
Tuscola’s recycling program to provide recycling services to their counties.

Miller said coordinating recycling with other counties could be an option,
but “that is a ways off. We need to get set up at the new site and work from
there.” Miller added he hopes the state will provide more grant money for
improvements.

During the August 2016 election, voters renewed a special tax levy of .15
of a mill for eight years to fund recycling services in Tuscola County. That
millage generates about $262,000 a year. The money from that millage pur-
chased the former Riverview Auto property.
“We don’t do curbside recycling. What we collect people bring to us. Even

people in Huron County and Sanilac County drive to Caro to bring us their
recycling,” said Miller. “About 80 to 90 percent of what we collect is
brought to us, and the rest is from local businesses.”

Miller estimates about 1.3 million pounds of recyclables were dropped off
in 2016, up from 1.2 million pounds in 2015.

“That’s impressive, (considering) we don’t have curbside collection, and
the fact that our population numbers keep dropping but the amount of recy-
cling increased,” said Hoagland. “We are a leader in recycling in the area,
and have been.”

Recycling in Tuscola County started as a grassroots movement in the early
1990s. It has steadily grown and become a county-operated program funded
by a millage.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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.:75�*-016,�?16�)6,�)�9=1+3�:=66-:
)476/�<0-�*);-416-�*A��-;<-:�.7:�<0-
.1:;<� 8716<;� 7.� <0-� +47;16/� 0)4.� .=:�
<0-:-,� <0-� *-41-.�� *=<� <0-� �	���
;8:-),�?7=4,�*-�);�+47;-�);�<0-�>1;1�
<7:;�+)5-�76�<0-�61/0<�
�)+3�<7�*)+3�*);3-<;�*A�01/0�;+7:�
16/�  )<:17<� /=):,� �)=:-6� �,)5
;8):3-,� )6� ����� :=6� .7:� $"�� <0)<
?7=4,� -@<-6,� <0-� 5):/16� <7� 	
���
-6<-:16/� <0-� .16)4� -1/0<� 516=<-;�
�67<0-:������C�<01;�76-�3-A-,�*A�<0-
$"�� ,-.-6;-� �� <7� 78-6� <0-� +47;16/
8-:17,�0),�$"��16�+76<:74�)<�
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?1<0�2=;<�7>-:�<0:--�516=<-;�:-5)16�
16/�76�<0-�+47+3�������������������������������������������������������
D#0-�*1//-;<�):-)� <0)<�?-�0)>-� <7

+4-)6�=8� 1;� .161;016/� 84)A;�E� ;)1,
�-:6)4,�� ),,16/�� D&-� 0),� ;->-:)4
7887:<=61<1-;�)/)16;<� <0-�$"��8:-;;
<0-�7<0-:�61/0<��*=<�?-�+7=4,�67<�.16�
1;0�<0-�84)A;�?0-6�?-�0),�)���76��
),>)6<)/-���#01;�?144�*-�)6�):-)�<0)<
?-�?144�+76<16=-�<7�.7+=;�76�);�?-44
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�,)5� 87=:-,� 16� �	� 8716<;� )6,

!-1/-6�!A)6�),,-,����8716<;�<7�<78
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�=<0:-44�?);� <0-� 476-�,7=*4-�,1/1<

;+7:-:� .7:� �);;� �1<A�� ?014-� �)<1-
�=<:A� ?);� <0-� 6-@<� 01/0� ;+7:-:� .7:
<0-�!-,��)?3;�?1<0�<0:--�8716<;��

�16/;<76� +744-+<-,� )� 8)1:� 7.� :7),
>1+<7:1-;�4);<�?--3�<7�158:7>-�<7����
7>-:)44�

�.<-:� <:)>-416/� <7� 367+3� 7..
�-6-;--� 16� 676�+76.-:-6+-� )+<176
#=-;,)A� 61/0<�� �16/;<76� ,-.-)<-,
07;<��)A>144-�#0=:;,)A�<7�->-6�<0-1:
�7:<0� �-6<:)4� #0=5*� �-)/=-�5):3
)<�	�	�
�/)16;<� <0-�&14,+)<;���7)+0��)>-
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�16/;<76� /1:4;� =6,-.-)<-,� 16� �7:<0
�-6<:)4� #0=5*� �-)/=-� )..)1:;�� #0-
�):,16)4;� ?76� <0-1:� 616<0� ;<:)1/0<
+76.-:-6+-�/)5-�16�+76>16+16/�.);0�
176� )<� <0-� -@8-6;-� 7.���#�� +-44):�
,?-44-:��)A>144-�
&1<0� <0-� 
����� ?018816/�� �7)+0

�)A� �:--6F;� <-)5� 158:7>-;� <7� ���
7>-:)44� -6<-:16/� <01;� ?--3F;� ��#�
+:7;;7>-:� <14<� *-<?--6� 07;<� �7:<0
�=:76��?07�?144�-6<-:�<0-�+76<-;<�);
<0-���#���"<:18-;��1>1;176�4-),-:;�
�)A>144-��5-)6?014-��.)44;�<7�����16
<0-� ��#��"<):;� �1>1;176� )6,� 	��
7>-:)44�
�16/;<76�4-,������).<-:�-1/0<�516�

=<-;� )6,� 	��	� )<� <0-� 16<-:51;;176�
�)A>144-� )+<=)44A� <:),-,� *);3-<;
?1<0� <0-��):,16)4;� <7�78-6� <0-� .16)4
0)4.��)6,�?7=4,�-6<-:�<0-�.16)4�9=):�
<-:� <:)1416/� 
������ � �16/;<76F;
,-.-6;-� 8=<� )6� -6,� <7� <0-�&14,+)<F;
*:1-.� ;+7:16/� ;8:--� 16� <0-� +47;16/
9=):<-:�?0-:-�<0-A�0-4,��)A>144-�<7
)�.:--�<0:7?�<0-�:-;<�7.�<0-�?)A�7=<�
D&-�<=:6-,�=8�7=:�,-.-6;1>-�16<-6�

;1<A�16�<0-�;-+76,�9=):<-:�)6,�57>-,
<0-�*)44�?-44�76�7..-6;-�E��:--6�;)1,�
�)5:A6��)+�=1:-�2716-,��A76;�16

,7=*4-�.1/=:-;�.7:��16/;<76�?1<0���
8716<;�
�)=:-6��:)6B-4�;+7:-,�-1/0<�8716<;

.7:��)A>144-��

$"�� 0),� -1/0<� 84)A-:;� ;+7:-� ;1@
8716<;� 7:� 57:-�� 16+4=,16/� )� <:17� 7.
,7=*4-�,1/1<� 8-:.7:5-:;�� <7� <7884-
>1;1<16/��);;��1<A��:1,)A� 16��:-)<-:
#0=5*�&-;<� ��#&��84)A��&1<0� <0-
���
�� *-)<,7?6�� $"�� :-5)16;� 76
<78�7.�<0-�+76.-:-6+-�;<)6,16/;�)<�	�
���?014-��);;��1<A�.)44;�<7�����16�<0-
�#&�
�)::-6� �144-:F;� <0:--�8716<� 84)A

0-48-,�;87<��);;��1<A�<7�)6�-):4A���	
-,/-�� *=<� <0-� ),>)6<)/-� ?7=4,� *-
;07:<�41>-,�);�<0-� )<:17<;�:-;876,-,
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&1441)5;76�0),�<0-�07;<�4-),16/��	�
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�-+3:7<0� <)441-,� ��� 7.� 01;� /)5-�

01/0����8716<;� 16� <0-� .:)5-��367+3�
16/�,7?6�<0:--�+76;-+=<1>-�<:-A;�<0)<
:-57>-,� 57;<� ,7=*<� .:75� <0-
/)5-F;� 7=<+75-� -6<-:16/� <0-� <01:,
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�)2671� &)-!+� (.,%� ���� $.3"+%�$3!+� ,!2#(�� � �(%
����5%)'(2� #+!11� '0!//+%0� %!0-%$� !� &!++� .4%0
�%,/()17� �!006��#�+.1*%6� )-� �	��� &.0� 2(%� �%$
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�0.5-��)2671��+!6.-�)#*1.-�)-�!�����5%)'(2�#+!11
,!2#(���(%�5!1�/)--%$�)-��	���

"6��+!0*%��!)0%
�3"+)1(%0

#761/0<F;� �:-)<-:� #0=5*
�76.-:-6+-� ?:-;<416/� 5)<+0� 16
%);;):� 1;� ?0)<� ->-:A� <78�:)63-,
/:)884-:�,:-)5;�)*7=<�.:75�)6�-):4A
)/-�
�6�)�;07?,7?6�.7:� <0-��#��4-),�
=6,-.-)<-,� �);;� �1<A� ;9=):-;� 7..
)/)16;<� =6*4-51;0-,��)A>144-��?1<0

<0-�?166-:;� -):616/� <0-� <78� ;--,� 16
<0-� .);<�)88:7)+016/� �#�� �-)/=-
�--<�;4)<-,�.7:��-*����16��);;��1<A�
�7)+0� �76��):3-4F;� !-,� �)?3;

,1,� <0-1:� 8):<� <7� ;-<� <0-� ;<)/-� 4);<
?--3�� 158:7>16/� <7� ���� 16� <0-� +76�
.-:-6+-�;<)6,16/;�?1<0�)�8)1:�7.�-);A
075-� ?16;�� �);;� �1<A� ,-.-)<-,
�-5801;�� 
������ *-.7:-� <)316/� 7=<
�:7?6��1<A�16�;1514):�;<A4-��
�������
D&-�):-�*)<<416/�<0-�.4=�)6,�162=:A

*=/�� ���6=5*-:�7.�7=:�;<):<-:;�0)>-
*--6�7=<�7.� <0-� 416-�=8�7:�?:-;<416/
?014-�67<�.--416/�?-44����78-.=44A�?-
?144�/-<�8);<� <0-� 162=:1-;�)6,� 1446-;;
<7� /1>-� �)A>144-� )� /77,� 5)<+0� 76
&-,6-;,)A�� � �)A>144-� 1;� ?-44
+7)+0-,� )6,� )� .7:51,)*4-� .7-� <0)<
?-�?144�0)>-�<7�5)3-�),2=;<5-6<;�<7
7=:� 416-�=8� 16� )6� )<<-58<� <7� ,-.-)<
<01;�?--3�E�0-�;)1,�
�1/0<� ,7=*4-� ?166-:;� 8)+-,� <0-

�);;��1<A�>1+<7:A�)6,�16+4=,-,�#A47:
�7?,:A�� �4-@� �-..:-A�� #:1;<)6
"?1,-:;31�� !)+-� &747;0-6�� "-<0
�;-6<7;31�� �=6<-:� �)1;<-:�� �=;<16
�7:6-�)6,�#�����77:-�
�1/041/0<;� .7:� <0-� 07;<;� 16+4=,-,

;->-:)4�.)44;�C�57;<�:-+7:,-,�,=:16/
<0-� 78-616/� 8-:17,� 7.� )+<176�
�7?,:A��?7:316/� 16� <0-� ����?-1/0<
+4);;�� 8166-,� �-5801;F� �)+7*
�0:1;<A� 16� ��	��� �-..-:A�� ���?-1/0<
+4);;�� 8166-,� �-5801;F� �)::A
�+�47;3-A�16�������;-6<7;31������
?-1/0<� +4);;�� 8166-,� �-5801;F
�=;<16� "01>-:;� 16� ����� )6,� �:7?6
�1<AF;� �=6<-:� !->-4;� )4;7� 16� �����
�77:-�� ��	�?-1/0<� +4);;�� 8166-,
�76;<)6<16��04-:;�16���	��
�6�")<=:,)A���);;��1<A�),>)6+-,�<7
<0-� +0)58176;018� 7.� <0-� �)A>144-
&14,+)<�,=)4;��?0-:-� <0-A� .-44� ;07:<
<7�<0-�07;<;�������<7�.161;0�);�:=66-:�
=8�)<�<0-����<-)5�16>1<)<176�
�6�8774�84)A�7>-:�<0-�?--3-6,���);;
�1<A�?);�8-:.-+<��,-.-)<16/��=<0-:)6
&-;<4)6,� ������ �A:76� 	�����
$61.1-,� #-)5� ������ )6,� �-5801;
	������
�):3-4� ;)1,� ;->-:)4� �);;� �1<A

?:-;<4-:;�87;<-,�7=<;<)6,16/�:-+7:,;
.7:�<0-�,)A�
D#A47:� �7?,:A�� �:-?� �):3-4�

&A)<<��1+3;76���:1+��-<-:;�)6,�#����
�77:-� -)+0� ?-6<� 	���E� ),,16/�
D�)A,-6��):316�)6,�"-<0��;-6<7;31
?-:-�-)+0�����E
#78�;07?16/;�)<�<0-�16>1<)<176)4�.7:
�);;� �1<A� 16+4=,-,�� )/)16;<� �A:76�
�;-6<7;31� 8166-,� �)::16� �)<=;+)3
16������)/)16;<��-5801;���;-6<7;31
8166-,� �)61-4� �)4-+31� 16� ������ )6,
)/)16;<� �=<0-:)6� &-;<4)6,�� �7?,A
8166-,�!A)6��)1<0�16����	�
�);;��1<AF;� ,=)4�5--<� :-+7:,� +=:�
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,-.-6;1>-4A�� #0-� ;-+76,� 0)4.� ?-
84)A-,�5=+0�*-<<-:�E��-;<-:�;)1,�
#0-�/)5-�?);�<1/0<�<0:7=/07=<�<0-
78-616/� 0)4.�� �7<0� <-)5;� <)441-,
;->-6� .1:;<� 9=):<-:� 8716<;� *-.7:-
�16/;<76� 1587;-,� 1<;� ?144�� �-),16/
����	�)<�<0-�0)4.?)A�8716<���16/;<76
0-4,� <0-1:� 07;<� <7� 2=;<� 616-� 8716<;
7>-:�<0-�.16)4�<?7�;<)6B);�
 =16��-1;<-:�4-,��16/;<76�?1<0���
8716<;�)6,�	�:-*7=6,;��?014-��=;<16
�0-:6�� �)*-� �)44� )6,� �>)6� �-..
),,-,� -1/0<� 8716<;� )81-+-� )6,� �-B
�):<-:� +0188-,� 16� ;1@� 8716<;� )6,
�)::-<<��:--6��;->-6�);;1;<;��
�7:��)A>144-�� �):-,��7)/� 0),� ��

8716<;�
�):41-:� 16� <0-� ?--3�� �16/;<76

7=<;+7:-,� �-6-;--� �	��� 7>-:� <0-
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�:-;05)6� �>)6� �-..� 4-,� �16/;<76
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�:-*7=6,;�-)+0�
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�<04-<-� 7.� <0-�&--3� )?):,� 076�
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51;;�01;�;-617:�;-);76�76�<0-��);;

�1<A�.77<*)44�<-)5���0-�?);�8-//-,
.7:� ;<):<16/� ,=<1-;� 16� <0-� <-)5F;
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,=:16/�01;� .16)4�/7�):7=6,�.7:� <0-
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�6� 01;� 4);<� 075-� �#�� ,7=*4-�

,=)4� 5)<+0� 4);<� ?--3�� �;-6<7;31
/7<� 7..� <7� )� /77,� ;<):<� ?0-6� 0-
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?);�)��#��)44�+76.-:-6+-�;-+76,
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<7=+0� 16� <0-� .1:;<� 0)4.�� <0-� �)<:17<;
87=6,-,� <0-� *)44� 16;1,-� <7
&1441)5;76�<7�;9=);0�)6A�+75-*)+3
078-;� �);;� �1<A� 5)A� 0)>-� *--6
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Reggie Ignash  
protects all your

moments and more

(989) 872-4432 | 6505 Main St., Cass City
ReggieIgnashAgency.com | rignash@fbinsmi.com 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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POSITIONS:        Athletic Director (part time position) 
       
QUALIFICATIONS/REQUIREMENTS:   Knowledge of sports and MHSAA, able to deal      

  with public, Team player, and willing to learn. 
 
DEADLINE:       February 3, 2017 
 
SEND RESUME TO:     Owendale-Gagetown Area Schools 
        Attention: Terri Falkenberg, Superintendent  

  7166 Main Street 
  Owendale, MI   48754 
  Telephone:  (989) 678-4141 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
POSITION:  Elementary Special Education Teacher 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: Must be Highly Qualified in Elementary Special Education.  

Need to be knowledgeable in Dibels, Pals, Six Minute 
Solution, Phonics for Reading, or other math and reading 
interventions.    

 
DEADLINE:    February 10, 2017 
 
APPLY TO:    Terri Falkenberg, Superintendent 
     Owendale-Gagetown Area Schools 
     7166 Main Street 
     Owendale, MI  48754 
     falkenbergt@owengage.org 
     Telephone: 989-678-4141 
     Fax:        989-678-4284 
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CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Jason  T. 
Wells, MD
General Surgeon
Seeing Patients 
at Cass City
General Surgery 

 

989.872.5582

THERE’S NO NEED TO TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE
TRICOUNTY AREA FOR GREAT CARE, 

DR. JASON WELLS CAN TAKE CARE OF ANY 
OF YOUR GENERAL SURGERY NEEDS! 

Caring, Skilled, 
    Compassionate 
General Surgery Close to Home

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

aringaringaringaringaring, Skilled, Skilled, Skilledaringaringaring, Skilledaring, SkilledCCCaringCaring
ompassionaompassionaompassiona    C    C    Compassiona    C

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

, Skilled, Skilled, Skilled, Skilled, Skilled, Skilled, Skilled,, Skilled, Skilled,, Skilled,
ompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassiona

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 ompassiona eetttete

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
     Compassionaompassionaompassiona    Compassiona

GenerGenerGenerGeneral Sal Sal Sal SGenerGenerGeneral SGeneral S

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

JasJasJas
ellsWWellsWells

ompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassionaompassiona
al Surgergergery Closy Closy Closy Closy Closy Closgergergery Closgery Closurururgerurgeral S

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

Jason  Ton  Ton  T.on  Ton  T.
ellsellsells, MD, MDellsells

ompassionatete
e te to Ho Homeomeomeomeo Ho Ho Homeo Homee te te to He to Hy Closy Clos

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

WellsWWells
Seeing eeing eeing 
atat ass Cass CCC
General SGeneral SGeneral SGeneral S

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

ellsellsellsells, MD, MD, MDells, MDells, MD
eeing eeing eeing atients tients tients tients tients tients tients aaPP

ass Cass Cass Cass Cityityity
General SGeneral SGeneral SGeneral SGeneral Surgerurgerurgerurgery y urgerurger

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

OFFICE HOURS MA
ALL FOR HOURS OR C

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

APPAW NEY  ARVVARY OFFICE HOURS MAOFFICE HOURS MAY 
O SCHEDULE AN APPOINTTALL FOR HOURS OR 

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

OME!CCOME!WELTIENTS A
MENTO SCHEDULE AN APPOINT

  

 

 

 

      
    

       
    

 
 

School investing $30,000
Continued from page one.

TUSCOLA COUNTY deputies Justin Nitz and Kirk Dutcher operated the

airboat during last week’s mission that ended happily with the rescue of a 63-

year-old Essexville man and 37-year-old Bay City man on Saginaw Bay.

Neither fisherman was injured. Related photo, page 4.

ment on several felony charges,
remains lodged in the Sanilac
County Jail.

According to Lt. Charlene
Washkevich of the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Department, the six-hour
incident unfolded at about 9:35 a.m.
when deputies were dispatched to a
residence in the 2500 block of West
Sanilac Road in Moore Township
after a 20-year-old Snover resident
reported that he had gotten into an
argument with his 48-year-old room-
mate and, at one point during the
argument, the roommate pulled a
knife on him.

“Deputies arrived on scene and
attempted to speak to the suspect.
However, the suspect refused to
comply with verbal commands to
exit his vehicle,” Washkevich said.

Continued from page one.

Snover man in custody after alleged assault, chase
“The suspect then reversed his vehi-
cle, directing it towards one of the
deputies, (who) was able to safely
retreat behind cover.”

The suspect then fled, and deputies
began pursuing him, but the pursuit
was called off after a distance of
roughly 10 miles due to poor weath-
er conditions.
“Deputies began to canvass the area

and, at approximately 2:55 p.m.,
they located the suspect still travel-
ing in his vehicle near Mills and
Banner Roads in Wheatland
Township,” Washkevich said.

Deputies again attempted to initiate
a traffic stop, but the suspect refused
to yield and continued to lead offi-
cers on multiple roads in Marion and
Delaware townships.
“At one point the suspect ran one of

the deputies and their patrol unit off
of the road in an attempt to further

evade arrest,” Washkevich noted.
The suspect later called Sanilac

County Central Dispatch and asked
to speak to a deputy. He also told dis-
patchers that he was on Patz Road
near Goetze Road and had stopped to
speak to a bystander who was walk-
ing their dog.
“Multiple deputies arrived on scene

shortly after, and the suspect was
taken into custody at approximately
3:20 p.m. without further incident.
Fortunately, no one was injured dur-
ing either incident,” Washkevich
said.

She added the sheriff’s depart-
ment’s Personally Assigned Vehicle
program, including the Sanilac
County K9 Unit, were utilized in the
apprehension of the suspect.
“Deputies were also assisted on this
call by a prosecutor from the Sanilac
County Prosecutor’s Office.”

becoming necessary at the now-20-year-old building.
Tri City Controls installed the original heating/cooling controls at the

school, and those have been working together with controls later installed in
conjunction with the Honeywell energy efficiency program (involving light-
ing upgrades and heating and cooling software designed to increase efficien-
cy) school officials have been involved in for the past several years.
However, the contractors indicated Monday that the two systems are “not
very compatible”, making it difficult to ensure proper heating throughout the
building as well as cooling to vital areas such as those housing computers
and servers.

The board agreed to spend roughly $20,000 on an updated computer pro-
gram and new temperature control system, plus another $10,000 for a new
air handler-exchanger that warms fresh air before circulating it throughout
the building.
The unexpected expense will be covered with general fund dollars, accord-

ing to Chief Financial Officer Allison Zimba, who indicated there is money
available for the project.

Zimba also provided the board with a brief budget review and update, not-
ing general fund revenues are about $27,700 less than expected so far this
fiscal year – in part due to a larger-than-expected dip in enrollment in 2016.
At the same time, expenditures are now expected to be $31,528 less than
when the budget was adopted last June.

Zimba said the district remains financially stable, with an anticipated fund
balance of about $1.54 million at the end of this fiscal year, equal to rough-
ly 15.84 percent of the school’s general fund budget. “Overall, I think we’re
doing really well,” she said.

As for the round table discussions, set for Jan. 31 and Feb. 7, the board
agreed to set aside half of the meetings for administrators to attend and
answer any questions that may arise during the discussions. In the past, the
sessions have been attended by staff members and board representatives
only.

Veteran teacher and union representative Kris Milligan noted some teach-
ers might be hesitant to air concerns to board members in the presence of
administrators, especially now that performance reviews – not seniority –
are utilized to determine their continued employment with the district.
Hartel, however, said he strongly disagrees with the implication that admin-

istrators may not be professional in dealing with criticism. He also pointed
out performance reviews are based on student achievement.

Turning to other matters, the board conducted its annual reorganization
meeting, starting with election of officers. The board reelected Alice Zaleski
as president; selected secretary Janie Meeker as the new vice president,
replacing former board member Craig Bellew; named Emily Phillips-
Lasceski as the new secretary; and reelected Dave Osentoski as treasurer.

The board also agreed to continue conducting monthly meetings on the
fourth Monday starting at 7 p.m. at the junior-senior high school, and
appointed Phillips-Lasceski as the board’s Michigan Association of School
Boards (MASB) delegate and representative to cast local votes on Tuscola
Intermediate School District issues.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the board:
*Unanimously approved extending a contract with Anderson, Tuckey,

Bernhardt and Doran, CPA, which conducts the district’s annual audit. The
cost of the audit was $12,000 in 2016 and will be increased in each of the
three years of the extension — $12,400 in 2017, $12,700 in 2018, and
$13,000 in 2019.  
*Briefly discussed the Mackinac Center for Public Policy’s 2016 Michigan

Public High School Context and Performance (CAP) Report Card.
Among area schools, Cass City and Kingston were the only districts to earn

“A” grades in the report, placing them in the top 10 percent of schools whose
students are achieving above and beyond expectations. The Mackinac
Center utilizes a unique formula to grade schools that takes into account
both student achievement on standardized tests, and socioeconomic factors
such as the percent of students who qualify for free and reduced meals.

*Approved an annual resolution authorizing a Sunday performance of the
all-school play. This year that performance will be Sunday, March 19.

*Recognized board members in honor of School Board Appreciation
Month.

CASS CITY School Supt. Jeff Hartel (far left)

swears in board members (left to right) Janie

Meeker, George Batty, Emily Phillips-Lasceski and

Janet Richards at the beginning of Monday night’s

regular board meeting.


