
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Glen Skrent has been Tuscola County’s new sheriff for just a couple of
weeks, but he’s already focusing on programs designed to improve his
department’s response to local citizens, especially accident and crime vic-
tims and their families.
And he’s asking residents to play an active role in that response.
Skrent last week utilized the sheriff’s department’s Facebook page to ask

members of the community to consider volunteering to serve on his victim
services unit. He noted the number of people serving on the unit has dropped
and more people are needed.

“The unit, which was formed in 1996, is
a group of volunteers who make them-
selves available to help victims of major
crimes or other serious life-changing inci-
dents in the first hours after the incident,”
Skrent said.
“The three major roles of victim services

unit advocates are to provide immediate
comfort and to help victims, to make
referrals to appropriate agencies and serv-
ices according to need, and to serve as a
go-between for the victims, their families,
scene officials, and emergency service
providers,” he explained.

“Many volunteers have been victims themselves and understand the need
for support through a crisis that can feel overwhelming at times.”

Skrent said victim advocates take turns being available 24 hours a day.
“Currently, advocates are signing up for a week at a time, so more volunteers
would lighten the load,” he added.

“If the sheriff’s office or other first responders in Tuscola County requests
a response to a scene, two advocates are required to respond,” Skrent said.
“Types of situations advocates are typically called to include domestic and
sexual assaults, homicide, suicide, natural deaths, natural disasters, missing
persons, drownings, auto or recreational vehicle accidents, and other catas-
trophes as needed.

“Advocates make initial contact with victims and families and place a fol-
low-up call, but are not counselors and will not be involved in a long-term
relationship.”
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BROWN IS pictured above during the 2015 Memorial Day ceremony at

Elkland Township Cemetery, where she took part in a wreath-laying presen-

tation along with two other local World War II veterans – Bruce Sherman

(left) and Emerson Kennedy.

Tuscola County RTL set
for its annual gathering

Sheriff Glen Skrent

Community mourns the
loss of Dagmar “Walker”
Brown, 94, last week

Please turn to page 2.

The Tuscola County Right to Life affiliate has scheduled its annual Sanctity
of Life memorial service to be held next week in Caro.

The event will take place on the front steps of the county courthouse on
State Street (M-81) Sunday, Jan. 15, at 3 p.m. The keynote speaker will be
Pastor Chris Howard of the First Baptist Church of Caro.

The memorial service will include a short message from Howard, prayer,
singing of “God Bless America” and the taking of a group photograph. The
event is open to the general public and is one of numerous similar events
being held in Michigan and across the country. After the first part of the
service, there will be a fellowship gathering indoors at the Blessing Center,
209 N. State St., with hot chocolate and coffee being served.

Nearly 44 years have passed since the landmark Supreme Court rulings in
Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton that changed the nation’s response to preg-
nancy.

THIS FEMALE Snowy Owl doesn’t seem to mind the extended frigid, single-

digit temperatures Thumb residents have had to endure in the new year so far.

Cass City Photographer Cheryl Viney Osentoski captured this picturesque

winter image last week on Caseville Road, just outside of Owendale.

Cold? Whoooo, me?

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

An iconic Cass City figure has passed away.
Dagmar (Martinek) Brown, 94, of Cass City, died suddenly, Tuesday, Jan.

3, at her home.
Brown’s claim to local fame was walking. She walked every day whenev-

er possible. She completed the annual Labor Day Mackinac Bridge Walk
and the Tuscola County Human Development’s Walk for Warmth several
times.

She was known for a unique walking style, described as having a half-
trot/run gate to her stride.

“She was always proud of her service in the Navy as well as the many
bridge walks which resulted in meeting many Michigan governors,” said
Tuscola County Commissioner Thom Bardwell.
At 94, she completed her 56th Mackinac Bridge walk over the 2016 Labor

Day holiday weekend, even though she was legally blind and had to use a
walker.

Brown missed the first two bridge walks because she couldn’t find a ride.
However, she completed the bridge walk with each governor since the event
was founded by Governor G. Mennen “Soapy” Williams in the late 1950s.
Until age started slowing her down, Brown kept track and prided herself on

how fast she could walk the five-mile length of the bridge.
“Her walks and waves will be missed, yet we know that she accomplished

all she desired, and no doubt more in the hearts of her friends, family and
those who knew her and her determination,” Bardwell said of the woman
who lived only a few miles from him.

In addition to being an avid walker, Brown was a true patriot.
“I’ve known Dagmar Brown my entire life. She was always a very kind and

gracious lady, a hard worker, very independent and a good neighbor. There
was no doubt Dagmar was fiercely proud of being a World War II veteran
and was a true American patriot – she could get feisty when required,” com-
mented Cass City area resident and outdoors columnist Tom Lounsbury.

Please turn to page 8.

Sheriff encourages
citizens to join the
ranks of advocates

Please turn to page 8.

Blowin’ in the wind: turbine tax
battle finally headed for court

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

An ongoing controversy over the
way wind turbines are taxed will
finally be heading to court.

The issue of changing the taxable

rate of turbines is expected to go to
court in March or April after several
years of waiting, according to
Tuscola County Controller Mike
Hoagland.

Contention over wind development
started in 2011 when the Michigan

Tax Commission (STC) arbitrarily
changed the taxing methodology and
depreciation related to wind tur-
bines. The change lowered taxable
values on turbines and resulted in
faster depreciation rates.

The STC refused to answer ques-
tions regarding why it made the
changes and has refused to review
the impact of its actions. Because the
change meant millions of dollars in
lost revenue, the counties and some
townships that were impacted joined
together to form the Michigan
Renewable Energy Collaborative
(MREC). Among the MREC mem-
bers are the counties of Gratiot,
Huron, Mason, Sanilac and Tuscola,
as well as a number of townships in
those counties.

The collaborative hired attorney
Clark Hill to represent them in chal-
lenging STC’s decision.

Under the state tax commission’s
2011 ruling, wind turbines went
from a 100 percent assessment in the

New batch of med students
arriving at Hills and Dales

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital in Cass City is continuing a partnership
with a Michigan university that has benefited both over the past few years.
Hospital officials say it’s an arrangement that has benefited Hills and Dales

by introducing physicians-in-training who help to care for area residents in
the community during their internships. The medical students, meanwhile,
benefit via exposure to healthcare in a rural setting.

“Hills and Dales is pleased to announce a continued partnership with
Central Michigan University’s (CMU) Comprehensive Community
Clerkship program, part of the CMU Medical School,” said Danielle Blaine,

Please turn to page 6.
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ALEXANDRIA Tilt, a Cass City seventh grade student,

was recently named a winner in the Patriots Pen essay

contest sponsored locally by VFW Post 3644, Cass City.

Her essay will now go on to the district level. 

Tilt and Hoppe local winners in
VFW-sponsored essay contests

Members of VFW Post 3644, Cass
City, recently recognized the local

winners in a pair of VFW-sponsored
essay contests.

“At the beginning of each school
year, National VFW Headquarters
sponsors scholastic competitions
across the country in the form of
‘Patriots Pen’ and ‘Voice of
Democracy’,” explained Joe
Merchant, District 10 junior vice
commander and commander of
VFW Post 3644.

The Patriots Pen competition is
open to junior high school students
in grades six through eight. The
theme of this year’s essay was “The
America I Believe In”, and the local
winner is Alexandria Tilt, a seventh
grade student and the daughter of
Barbie and John Tilt.

The Voice of Democracy, mean-
while, is a speech presentation com-
petition open to all high schools in
grades nine through 12. This year’s
theme was “My Responsibility to
America”, and the local winner is
Shane Hoppe, a Cass City sopho-
more and the son of Michelle and
Jeffrey Hoppe.

“Both these students’ entries were
forwarded to our district headquar-
ters for further evaluation and to be
considered for possible state-level
judging,” Merchant said. “Both stu-
dents received award certificates and
a cash token at the local level.

“Should a (local) student win the
National VFW competition, the
scholarship award is quite substan-
tial. For example, the winner of
Voice of Democracy will receive
$30,000 in scholarship money for
further education,” he added.

Senior movies set Jan. 20 at the library
Rawson Memorial District Library

in Cass City will be hosting its next
monthly Senior Citizen Movies
Friday, Jan. 20, at 1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown are:
*”Soul of the Elephant” – Award-

winning filmmakers Dereck and

Beverly Joubert spent two years
filming this intimate look at ele-
phants.

The Jouberts start with the remains
of two bull elephants and through a
series of key flashbacks, look at the
lives they would have led, the dra-

mas they may have seen, their great
migrations for water with their fami-
lies, and their encounters with lions
and hyenas (60 minutes).

*”Arabia” – With breathtaking cin-
ematography, go deep into the heart
of this exotic land to experience the
great mystique of Arabia. You will
discover the lost city of Madain
Saleh and explore its ancient tombs,
travel along the early frankincense
trade route, confront a wild desert
sandstorm and dive among the coral
reefs and ancient shipwrecks of the
Red Sea.
This powerful tour de force offers a

deeper understanding of a fascinat-
ing culture and way of life that has
largely remained hidden until now
(46 minutes).

Refreshments will be served. This
older adult program is offered free of
charge.

�����������
Because of those rulings, abortion

is legal through all nine months of
pregnancy.

“After 44 years, we are still here,
still ready to march and defend the
lives of babies preparing to be born,”
said Right to Life of Michigan
President Barbara Listing. “Positive
changes are being made in Michigan,
the pro-life movement is thriving,
but our life-saving work continues
because there is a need to value
human life.”

According to the Michigan
Department of Community Health, a
total of 27,151 induced abortions
were reported in 2015 throughout
Michigan – a decrease from 2014
and a 45-percent drop since 1988,
the year when the largest number of
induced abortions was reported.

There were 46 babies from Tuscola
County who were aborted in 2015.

At one time there were as many as
72 abortion clinics operating in
Michigan. Today, there are about 19.

“We celebrate the decrease in abor-
tions performed in Michigan and
mourn the lives lost,” Listing said.
Abortions represent a void in our
communities. This reality leaves
many heartbroken. Abortion hurts
women, babies and families.

“To think that an abortion only
impacts a mother and her child
preparing to be born removes the
genuine pain family members expe-
rience when abortion touches their
lives,” she added. “That is why Right
to Life of Michigan is made up of
local pro-life groups in the cause of
protecting life. As communities
pulling together, pro-life people join
to offer real options to women facing
untimely pregnancies.

“I am honored to represent Right to
Life of Michigan,” Listing contin-
ued. “We are people who acknowl-
edge that human life is precious and
irreplaceable. The values we
embrace lead us to reject the taking
of human life to resolve the chal-
lenge of life itself.

“The memorial of Roe v. Wade and
Doe v. Bolton give us an opportunity
to reflect on the sanctity of human
life.”

Continued from page one.

RTL ceremony
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Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

Sbohem -- Goodbye in Czechoslovakian

an in-depth interview with her, but she never seemed to
have the time. Wherever she went, she had this half-
walk/half-trot pace that was hard to keep up with until
she had to start using a walker.

Like I said, life and journalism have a rhythm. Life’s
rhythm eventually ends... so do some articles. But each
February and September, I will think of Dagmar
“Walker” Brown.

I can’t help but wonder if angels can walk on clouds
or if they always have to use their wings. I’m sure Ms.
Brown will find a way.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Life has a rhythm… even in journalism.
Over the course of more than three decades of being

a journalist, there have been certain stories I knew I
would write at certain times of the year.

There used to be a little ceramic shop tucked away
in Gilford. Each spring students of that ceramic shop
would take home top honors at several competitions.
I wrote about their accomplishments for many years
until the shop closed.

Each summer a man would pay for a tribute to his
wife in honor of their anniversary. I have never seen
such a devoted couple. I looked forward to his annu-
al visit and proof that love could endure. She passed
away, and he did also a few weeks later — I’m sure
from a broken heart.

And, each September I looked forward to writing
about Dagmar “Walker” Brown of Cass City tackling
another Mackinac Bridge walk. At age 94, she com-
pleted her 56th Mackinac Bridge walk over the 2016
Labor Day weekend. She missed the first two bridge
walks because she couldn’t find a ride up to the
bridge.

Brown passed away Jan. 3, and the news of her
passing hit me hard.
“She was an icon of the neighborhood - out walking

all the time,” said a friend when I told them of her
passing.

I cannot say that I knew her well, but I greatly
admired her. As long as there wasn’t lightning during
a rain storm, she walked at least four miles every day.
Her dog, Barney Brown, accompanied her on many
of those walks and she would talk to him in
Czechoslovakian.

She completed the bridge walk with each Michigan
governor since the walk was started by Gov. G.
Mennen “Soapy” Williams in the late 1950s. Until
age started slowing her down some, Brown kept
track and prided herself on how fast she could walk
the five-mile trek across the bridge.

Her bridge walks made so many headlines in area
papers, Senator Mike Green honored her with a state
resolution in 2013. I seriously doubt anyone else has
racked up 56 consecutive bridge walks.
Besides her annual Mighty Mac walk and daily con-

stitutionals, Brown also participated the Tuscola
County Human Development Commission’s annual
Walk for Warmth each February. She participated in
each walk for warmth since it started. The walk rais-
es funds for those who needed help with utility bills.
I wrote about her doing that walk also.

She was an amazing lady.
Several years ago I was in the middle of doing a

stress test on a treadmill at a hospital, when Ms.
Brown walked in, thinking it was her turn for the test.
When I completed my walk on the treadmill, I told
the technician he was going to have to turn up the
speed on the machine for her. He just lifted a quizzi-
cal eyebrow like, “yeah right.”

When I saw the technician again, he said I wasn’t
kidding about Ms. Brown’s stamina, and that some
high-school athletes would be hard pressed to keep
up with her pace. At that time, she had to be in her
late 70s.
I wish I could have gotten to know her better and do
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Cass City’s Annual Dinner celebration honoring our

local 2017 Citizen of the Year and Junior Citizen of the

Year winners is slated for Saturday, February 4th, reports

Chamber of Commerce administrator Judy Keller.

Keller say tickets for the event are now on sale and can

be purchased at the Chamber office located inside the

municipal building at the downtown corner of Main and

Seeger Streets. 

.

**********  

Anyone interested in attending a Michigan State

University basketball game should consider a contest

during the Spartan holiday break.

Normally, the first 12 rows at the Breslin Center make

up the Izzo section. But during Christmas and New

Year’s vacation those seats are up for grabs as MSU stu-

dents are forced to evacuate their dorm rooms.

Also during the holiday games, the Spartan pep band

consists of former band members, many who attended

the East Lansing school many moons prior. 

The old timers performed flawlessly. Still, I was glad to

see the Spartan Dance team and cheerleaders – both

dressed in contemporary uniforms - were members from

this year’s squads. 

**********  

The Human Development Commission is beginning

their 27th Annual Walk for Warmth campaign. The event

will be held on Saturday, Feb. 18, at the Brentwood,

located at 178 Park drive in Caro. Registration is at 9:00

a.m. and you can help by making a donation of gathering

pledges. For more information, call Wendy Jacot at (989)

673-4121.

By the way, did you know: the typical Tuscola County

resident spends 7 percent of their income on heating fuel

in the winter and that Walk for Warmth recipients spend

over 30 percent of their budget to heat their homes? Or

that more than 62 percent of those who seek HDC help

with fuel payments receive no public assistance, and 56

percent are employed or have become recently unem-

ployed? And finally a typical Walk for Life recipient is a

two or three person household, 18 percent are disabled,

60 percent have children in the household, and 100 per-

cent live in poverty. 

**********  

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson reminds residents that

all offices and the Office of the Great Seal will be closed

in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day on Monday,

Jan. 16. 

Still, customers can hop online at ExpressSOS.com,

which allows customers to renew their tabs and driver’s

licenses, get a duplicate registration, duplicate title,

change their address and register to be an organ donor.

And with its Print ’N Go feature, customers can renew

their driver’s licenses and tabs for their vehicles, motor-

cycles or boats, print their receipt and drive legally until

they get their card or sticker in the mail.

The Secretary of State’s Office mails notices to

motorists 45 days before their driver’s license or license

plates expire to give them ample time to renew. Licenses

and plates that expire on a day when state offices are

closed, such as a holiday or weekend, can be renewed the

following day without penalty.

License plate tabs can also be renewed at Self-Service

Stations, many of which are available around the clock.

Visit the Branch Office Locator at

www.michigan.gov/SOS to find a Self-Service Station

near you.

Shop smart when
seeking out a gym

Area residents who included joining a fitness cen-
ter to jump-start a healthier lifestyle in the new year
will want to be careful when they go shopping for a
gym.
That’s the message Michigan Attorney General Bill

Schuette is once again sharing by encouraging resi-
dents to shop smart and check out the consumer
alert his office has available regarding making edu-
cated choices when it comes to fitness center and
health club memberships.

In 2016, the Attorney General’s Consumer
Protection Division received 84 complaints from
Michigan consumers against health clubs and fit-
ness centers. The majority of the complaints
involved discrepancies between what consumers say
they were told by sales personnel and what the
signed contract actually guaranteed.

In particular, consumers reported the written can-
cellation procedure frequently differed from what
they were told by the salesperson. Consumers also
complained about high-pressure sales tactics and
feeling rushed to sign contracts.

In the consumer alert, “Lose Weight, Not Money”,
Schuette advises consumers to follow these guide-
lines:

*Check with your doctor prior to beginning a fit-
ness program.

*Stop by the club during the times you would nor-
mally use the facility to determine if it is overcrowd-
ed.  Examine the facility for cleanliness and the con-
dition of the equipment.
*Carefully consider the cost of the membership and

whether you can afford to make the necessary pay-
ments.  If the services of instructors and/or trainers
are provided, inquire about the training qualifica-
tions of the staff and whether you will be charged for
the service.  Do tannings, aerobics, or other classes
require additional fees?

*A long-term contract may not be right for you.
Ask whether a month-to-month or other short-term
contract or trial membership is available.
Regardless of the length of your contract, ask if you
can pay monthly.  If the club closes you may lose less
money.

*Make sure you understand the cancellation and
refund policies before signing the contract. What
happens if your move, are injured, or get a serious
illness?  Also, what happens if the fitness center goes
out of business?  A “lifetime” membership is really
only good for the lifetime of the business, not your
lifetime.

*Read any contract carefully before signing, and
after you sign, make sure to keep a copy to ensure
you aren’t being asked to pay additional fees not
mandatory to keep your contact in good standing.

It’s also wise to ask friends or relatives for recom-
mendations. Search for reviews online and contact
the Consumer Protection Division to find out if com-
plaints have been filed against the health club you
are considering.  If you are considering a member-
ship at a large franchise, find out whether all of the
locations will honor your membership.

For more information, contact the Attorney
General’s Consumer Protection Division toll-free by
calling 877-765-8388.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Suzanna L. Bragg, 38, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to embezzlement by
an employee/agent totaling $10,000
to $20,000 between Sept. 15 and
Sept. 21, 2015, in Vassar. Court
records state the crime took place
while Bragg was employed at
Beacon and Bridge.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Paul S. Allison, 57, Farwell,
pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, Sept. 29
in Fairgrove Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$25,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brandon P. Hutchinson, 33,
Millington, pleaded no contest to a
charge of violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by failing
to complying with his reporting
duties July 3 in Fairgrove.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Robert A. Graves, 35, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to a charge of manu-
facture/delivery of marijuana April

18 in Dayton Township.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Tammy L. Huizar, 48, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to charges of illegal
use of a financial transaction device,
stealing/retaining a financial transac-
tion device without consent of the
device-holder, and possession of a
financial transaction device belong-
ing to another person with intent to
use, deliver or circulate it without
consent of the device-holder Dec.
16, 2015, in Vassar Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Daryl L. Damm, 26, Caro, plead-
ed no contest to assaulting, resisting
or obstructing a police officer, and to
possession of marijuana Oct. 25 in
Indianfields Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Randy A. Hall, 23, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to three counts of
criminal sexual conduct, third
degree, stemming from incidents
Aug. 18-19 in Cass City.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$20,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Tommy E. Harper Jr., 34, Caro,
pleaded no contest to possession of a
controlled substance May 27 in
Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Nathaniel G. Brock, 30, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer Oct. 8 in Dayton
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Nathan L. Hansard, 20, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to possession of a
loaded firearm in a motor vehicle
Aug. 12, 2015, in Arbela Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Michael A. Peters, 36, Deford,
pleaded no contest to charges of
domestic violence, third offense, and
attempted interference with electron-
ic communications Oct. 7 in Novesta
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

There is a possibility of a recycling
program throughout the Thumb if
there is a positive environmental
report on a 10-acre parcel of proper-
ty south of Caro.

Tuscola County Commissioners
recently authorized county
Controller Mike Hoagland to investi-
gate the possible purchase or lease of
the former Riverview Auto and
Recycling as a site to establish a new
recycling facility.

The property at 987 Ellington St.
includes a building totaling roughly
7,000-square foot and has operated
as a scrap and salvage yard since the
early 1980s.

“Because of that, the soil could be
contaminated,” said Hoagland. “The
commissioners are interested in the
site to relocate the county’s recycling
center there, but we need to know if
the ground is contaminated. An envi-
ronmental assessment study is being
done. It will take some time to com-
plete.”

Recycling in Tuscola County start-
ed as a grassroots movement in the
1990s. It has steadily grown to
become a county-operated program
funded by a millage. In the August
2016 election, voters renewed a spe-
cial tax of .15 of a mill for eight
years to fund recycling. That millage
will generate about $262,000 in the
first year.

Currently, the county’s recycling
program operates on a one-acre site
at 1123 Mertz Rd. (M-24) that it
rents from the city of Caro for $1 a
year. The property is the site of a for-
mer Department of Natural
Resources facility and is landlocked.
Upgrades were done to the building
there in 2009, and a small addition
was completed in 2013.
Recycling Director Mike Miller has

told commissioners several times
over the last few years that the recy-
cling facility is showing its age and
that more room is needed.

In March 2015, county officials
began exploring options to expand
the recycling center.

Representatives from Huron and
Sanilac counties have expressed an

interest in coordinating with
Tuscola’s recycling program to pro-
vide recycling services in their coun-
ties.

“Once we get the environmental
report of whether or not there is con-
tamination — and if so the type and
extent of contamination — we will
have a better understanding if the
proposal can move forward,”
Hoagland said.

Recycling in the county and the
state has potential to expand.

According to an index prepared by
the Michigan Recycling Coalition,
the state’s overall recycling rate is
only about 15 percent, which is
lower than every other Great Lakes
state and lagging far behind the
national average of 34 percent. That
means more than $435 million worth
of recyclable metal, glass, paper and
plastics goes from households to
Michigan landfills each year.

The 2015 Tuscola County
Recycling report revealed 635 tons
of recyclable materials were collect-
ed. The 2016 recycling report is in
the process of being compiled.

County eyes Thumb recycling site 
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I miss Mr. Whipple,
Mrs. Butterworth

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2012)

The winner of Schneeberger’s first
holiday La-Z-Boy give-away was
Bill Baker of Bad Axe. Every cus-
tomer was given the opportunity to
register for the drawing with no pur-
chase necessary. The drawing was
held Saturday, Dec. 24. 

The Honorable Kim David and
Mrs. Jackie Glaspie of Cass City
announce the engagement of their
son, Zachary, to Elizabeth Plowman,
daughter of John and Mary Plowman
of Perry. Zachary is the grandson of
Geraldine Glaspie of Cass City. He is
a 2001 graduate of Cass City High
School, and a 2005 graduate of the
University of Michigan with a
degree in economics. He is currently
employed as a senior appraiser with
C.B.R.E. Elizabeth is a 2002 gradu-
ate of Perry High School, and a 2007
graduate of Western Michigan
University with a fashion merchan-
dising degree. She is currently
employed by Spin Master, Inc. A
June wedding is being planned. The
couple resides in Royal Oak.

Members of the Thumb Area
Community Theater are Hannah
Penfold, Allison Buda, Billy
Johnson, Sara Schweitzer, Skye
Walker, Brandon Errer and Artistic
Director Angie Noah.
This week’s Schneeberger’s Athlete

of the Week award winner is Cass
City’s Megan Parrish. The senior
point guard connected for a season-
high 17 points last week to lead the
Red Hawks to a 58-30 victory over
host Ubly in non-conference action.
Parrish hit on 5 of 9 shots from
behind the 3-point arc, and added a
pair of steals. She also committed
just one turnover, despite being the
team’s main ball handler.

10 YEARS AGO (2007)

Ashley Froede has been named to
the dean’s list at Albion College for
the fall 2006 semester. Froede is a
senior at Albion majoring in biology
and minoring in chemistry. The Cass
City High School graduate is the
daughter of Bryan Froede of Bad
Axe and Gloria Froede of Cass City.

Nancy Dean, executive director of
the Sanilac County Kids’
Connection, received an overall rat-
ing of 4.7 out of a possible 5 on her
annual evaluation, according to
Kids’ Connection Board Chairman
Tim Blasius. “Nancy has done an
outstanding job of taking over the
management of this new organiza-
tion,” Blasius said. “She has demon-
strated her ability to bring together
many different organizations and
groups to better serve children and
their families in Sanilac County.”

From the outside, Wayne “Pee
Wee” Anderson’s workshop looks
pretty much like any other. Visitors
who take a tour inside, however, are
met with a barrage of sights and
sounds, from the sounds of several
television programs and music remi-
niscent of the 1950s and 1960s, to a
1970s lighted disco ball and a work-
ing traffic light decoration. “This is
my retirement shop,” Anderson
proudly says. “This is different from
any shop you’ll ever see. It’s nice
people are just amazed.” Anderson
isn’t kidding. He’s spent years trans-
forming the interior of the 30-foot by
40-foot pole barn adjacent to his
Ritter Road home from a plain work-
shop into a personal wall to wall
scrapbook.

25 YEARS AGO (1992)

The first baby of the year didn’t
take long in arriving at Hills and
Dales General Hospital. Pearl Lynn
Blakely checked in at 5:05 p.m.,
Friday, Jan. 3. The new arrival will
have a host of prizes from Cass City
merchants waiting to be picked up
by the proud parents, Linda and Paul
Blakely of Caro. Pearl Lynn is the
fifth child in the family. Others are:
Paul Lloyd, 5, Minnie, 4, Ina, 2 1/2,
and Frederick, 15 months.

Sara MacRae recently graduated
from Michigan State University with
a bachelor of science degree in ani-
mal science. A 1986 Cass City High
School graduate, she is the daughter
of Bruce and Lois MacRae of Cass
City, while attending MSU, MacRae
was actively involved in the Dairy
Club, Sigma Alpha Sorority,
Agricultural Communicators of
Tomorrow National Agri-Marketing
Association, and the College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Student Senate. She also participated
on the Intercollegiate Dairy Judging
Team, placing 2nd highest in Oral
Reasons and 12th highest overall at
the 1991 national contest in
Madison, Wis. MacRae is employed
as a sire promotion coordinator with
Semex Canada, an international arti-
ficial insemination exporting organi-
zation located in Welph, Ontario,
Canada.

The Bowler of the Week award for

Is it just me, or has today’s television commercial fare become, well, bor-
ing?

Sure, a few advertising gems appear now and then, but I miss the smiling
1970s mom inviting me to cook with Crisco for good health, and the warmth
of Mrs. Butterworth’s voice as she poured herself onto a heaping stack of
steaming hotcakes.  And while I was never a big fan of Cocoa Puffs, I found
Sonny the Cuckoo Bird mildly amusing.
Whatever happened to the Frito Bandito, Milton the Toaster, or Fred “Time

to Make the Donuts” the Baker? 
It’s been years since I watched Mr. Whipple catch a lady squeezing the

Charmin, only to wind up committing the same sin at the corner grocery
store.

Okay, so maybe I’m dating myself.  I was born in the 1960s and proud of
it (well proud to still be alive).
Seriously, though, it seems every time I turn the tube on, someone is hawk-

ing adult diapers/pads/guards, etc., with an assurance that Medicaid will
cover the tab and everything will be delivered to your door in discreet pack-
aging.

And then there’s the guy smiling broadly because he can now order his
catheters online.  I understand the convenience, but is anyone really that
thrilled about having to use those things?

I’m guessing it’s a trend that follows the growth of an aging population.
That would explain the increasing popularity in personal scooters, lift chairs,
specially-constructed bathtubs, “Lifestyle Lifts”, etc.

As if I needed another reminder that I’m not as young as I used to be, I’m
subjected to watching a gray-haired Fonz (Henry Winkler) sing the praises
of reverse mortgages.

But I digress. 
The airwaves are teaming with ads from law firms asking if I’ve suffered

any of the following after taking “Drug X”: heart attack, stroke, kidney dis-
ease, liver disease, high blood pressure, hemorrhoids, hiccups, ingrown toe-
nails, or death.  Seriously?  I’m thinking that if I’ve suffered death, the fact
that I may be entitled to financial compensation is the least of my worries.

It’s a wonder anyone takes any medications, really, considering the next
commercial is likely to advertise any of a half-dozen drugs that will do you
a world of good provided you don’t suffer any of the three dozen side effects
they list during the 45-second spots.  By the time they’re done, I not only
don’t know what the drug is supposed to do in the first place, I also don’t
care because I’m too scared to take it.

And don’t even get me started on the boring actors who drone on and on
(and on) about all of the wonderful AARP services I should be taking advan-
tage of these days.
It’s all pretty depressing, but maybe it wouldn’t be if today’s ad folks would

take a lesson from their predecessors, you know?  Perhaps they could
include a song, dance number or a cartoon character.

Wouldn’t that be Gr-r-eat!?

replaces Mrs. Frank McComb.

75 YEARS AGO (1942)

Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Wells celebrat-
ed their fifty-first wedding anniver-
sary in their home at Walnut Grove
Farm, near here, on Thursday. They
were married on New Year’s Day in
1891 at the home of the bride’s par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Stroup, near
Lapeer. They have spent their mar-
ried life at Walnut Grove Farm. Each
of their five children visited them
during the holiday week: Mrs. Evard
Rawson, Cass City; Mrs. L. A.
Murdick, Port Huron; 0. Edwin
Wells, Oxford; Olin H. Wells,
Mason, and Cecil C. Wells, Detroit.
Mr. and Mrs. Wells have seven
grandchildren and two great grand-
children.

Simplicity marked the wedding of
Nannette Harrison, daughter of Mrs.
Lenora Harrison, of Mt. Pleasant, to
Donald Kosanke, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Kosanke, of Ferndale.
The services were read in the
Harrison home on New Year’s Day,
January 1, at four o’clock with Rev.
C. B. Hawkins of Detroit officiating.
The couple repeated their vows
before an improvised altar of ferns
interspersed with pink and white
gladioli and candelabra holding
white cathedral tapers.

Twins, a son and a daughter, were
born Monday, January 5, to Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Newbery. Mrs.
Newbery was formerly Margaret
Patterson and is a daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Berkeley Patterson. The
twins have been named Ernest
Edward and Ernestine Isabelle.

Mrs. Witkovsky, who previous to
her marriage, was Julie Ann Guc,
became the bride of Clifton
Witkovsky on December 23. The
ceremony was performed at the par-
sonage of the Novesta Church of
Christ by Ali B. Jarman.

100 YEARS AGO (1917)

It is reported from Saginaw that the
sugar companies are securing leases
of farms on which to raise their own
tonnage of beets as a result of the
demand of the farmers for an
increase from $6 to $8 a ton. It is
said that more than 1,500 acres have
been leased and that the work of get-
ting more is being pushed. As the
companies already provide the seed
and most of the extra labor needed in
the fields, it is claimed that in view
of the attitude taken by many pro-
ducers the companies have deter-
mined to use these resources to offset
any decrease that might occur
through the failure of the farmers to
plant and raise the usual tonnage.

The pickle salting station of Cass
City and like many others in the
Thumb, have been operated by The
Williams Bros. Pickle Co. of Detroit.
On January 1st it passed into the
hands of Libby McNeil & Libby of
Chicago. The new owners will con-
duct the business along the same
lines as heretofore. W. L. Penfold, of
Wilmot, who served so efficiently as
district manager for the retiring firm,
has been entertained in the same
capacity by the acquiring company.
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Dec. 8-14 was awarded to Missy Fee
with a score of 585. She bowls on the
Friday Night Mixed Doubles League
at Charmont Lanes.

New Year’s Day dinner guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord LaPeer were
Mr. and Mrs. Lynwood LaPeer,
Debbie Timmons and Wayne Curry.
Thursday afternoon Mrs. Joyce
Polega visited. Thursday afternoon
and overnight guests were Mrs.
Allison Gauthier of London,
Ontario, and her father, Gordon
Stirton, of Kerwood, Ontario.

35 YEARS AGO (1982)  

Kris Proctor, daughter of Tom and
Elaine Proctor of Cass City, has been
selected by classmates and faculty as
the Cass City High School
Daughters of the American
Revolution Good Citizen for this
year. She was honored by the Piety
Hill Chapter at a tea in Birmingham
in December. 

Edwin M. Venema graduated Dec.
20 from Eastern Michigan
University in Ypsilanti with a bache-
lor of business administration
degree. He is the son of Peter and
Pearl Venema and a 1973 graduate of
Cass City High School. He worked
at Cole Carbide on M-81 for 3-1/2
years before starting college.
Student of the week for the week of

Jan. 4 at Cass City Intermediate
School was Kathryn Leino. A sixth
grader, she is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Leino of Seeger Street,
Cass City.

40 YEARS AGO (1977)

Mr. and Mrs. Garrison Stine and
sons had as Sunday guests, Airman
and Mrs. Ken Marker and daughter
Stacie of Oscoda and Miss Brenda
Hahn. Kenneth Marker, who had
completed a four year enlistment in
the Air Force, received his discharge
Monday. The Markers expect to
make their home in the Caro area.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Milligan,
Decker, celebrated their silver wed-
ding anniversary Jan. 19. They were
married in the Shabbona Methodist
Church by the Rev. Louis Caister.
They have three daughters, Sally,
elementary teacher at Bea McDonald
in Marlette, Kathy, executive secre-
tary at Ferris State College, and
Sandy, an 11th grade student in
Marlette. There will be a family din-
ner in their honor at the Anchor Inn
in Bay City, Jan. 23.  
Representative Loren S. Armbruster

was one of four state elected officials
to receive the Legislative Service to
Agriculture Award, Wednesday, Jan.
12, at the 29th Annual Michigan
Agricultural Conference Banquet at
Michigan State University’s Kellogg
Center.

Miss Betty Jean Ballagh became
the bride of Dale Eugene Stieg in a
double-ring ceremony performed
Friday, Dec. 17, at First Presbyterian
Church in Cass City. Rev. Robert
vonOeyen officiated. The bride is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Ballagh of Cass City. The bride-
groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Albert Stieg.

50 YEARS AGO (1967)  

Mrs. Noel Frakes announced this
week that she had sold the Eat Shop
Restaurant to Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Haney of Cass City. The transfer will
be effective Monday Mrs. Frakes
said that she was selling both the
business and the building to the new
owners. The Frakes operated the
restaurant since June 1956 when
they purchased the business from B.
A. Calka.

The tank wagons that deliver fuel
oil to Mac & Leo Service, Cass City,
will have a bright new decoration, an
emblem symbolizing the Certified
Superheat Service award given by
Leonard Refineries, Alma, to the
company’s outstanding Superheat
fuel oil distributors. The award was
made to Leo Ware by Robert S.
Moore, Technical Sales and Service
Department for Leonard. Leo Ware
said, in accepting, “Naturally, we’re
very pleased because this award is
given only to Superheat fuel oil deal-
ers who have demonstrated that they
are providing their customers with
the finest, safest, most convenient
home heating service in the area.”
Before Ware received the award, the
company equipment, facilities, per-
sonnel and procedures were rigidly
examined by representatives from
Leonard Refineries.

Lynn Atwell qualified in the top
class in three events in the United
States Ski Association classification
races at Boyne Highlands Saturday
and Sunday. The events were the
downhill, slalom and giant slalom.
Mrs. Harold Deering of Deford was

elected president of the Good
Shepherd Lutheran Ladies Aid at the
January meeting of the group,
Monday night at the church. She
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News briefs

first year, with a scheduled depreciation to 30 percent value in 15 years when
it would level out, to an 80 percent initial assessment, with a depreciation to
30 percent value in six years.
Although the state changed the tax schedule, local assessors and boards of

review could still use the old depreciation schedule if they felt it was an
accurate cash value of turbines, which they did. That prompted energy com-
panies to challenge the decision to use the original rate rather than the new
one.

As the MREC awaits its day in court, member municipalities have
escrowed the difference in tax revenues between the STC rate and the
Appraisal Economic (AE) rate assessors used.
The first wind farm in Tuscola Count started in 2012, and more wind devel-

opment is on the horizon as NextEra Energy Resources LLC and Consumers
Energy are each in the process of developing wind farms, so the amount of
revenue at stake is increasing.
Energy company officials contend the value of a multi-million wind turbine

should be 30 percent less than the original cost from the start because of a
federal grant that helped pay for it, so their cost is lower.

MREC’s position is that the full value of the turbine is taxable no matter
how it is funded.

“Both parties will most likely appeal the tax tribunal ruling, and it could
take up to two years for the court of appeals to hear the case,” Hoagland
pointed out, noting the issue could eventually go before the Michigan
Supreme Court.

The decision on assessments could have a long-range financial impact
because in late 2016, lawmakers approved a rewrite of state energy laws that
boosts the renewable source threshold, which means more energy develop-
ment in the future.

Michigan’s previous requirement — that energy providers achieve a retail
supply portfolio that includes at least 10 percent renewable energy by 2015
— was met.

One of the last items lawmakers approved in December 2016 was requir-
ing electricity providers to produce 15 percent of their power from wind or
other renewable sources by the end of 2021. They also set a non-binding
goal of meeting 35 percent of Michigan’s power needs by 2025 through a
combination of renewable energy and energy conservation.

Continued from page one.

Turbine tax fight in court
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Commissioners to discuss land
CARO – Property acquisition is among the agenda items on tap during a
Tuscola County Board of Commissioners meeting Thursday.
The board, which will meet at 8 a.m., is slated to go into executive at about

9 a.m. to “discuss a possible land purchase.”

Friends planning improvements
CASS CITY — The goal of the Friends of Cass City Parks is to improve the
infrastructure of the village’s parks, and the group’s goal for this year is to
raise money to put in a splash park at the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool.

Last year the Pinney Foundation donated $8,000 and agreed to donate
another $8,000 this year, according to representatives of the group, which
spearheaded installation of a new playground structure in the park in 2016.

Free fishing weekend scheduled
MICHIGAN — The state’s next free winter fishing weekend is scheduled
for Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 18 and 19. On those two days, everyone – res-
idents and non-residents alike – can fish without a license, but all other fish-
ing regulations still apply.

Firm authorized Lifeline provider
THUMB AREA — Cellular phone company Thumb Cellular is an author-
ized provider of the Lifeline phone service program.

Lifeline is a government-assisted cellular phone service program for low-
income customers to help them stay connected at a discounted cost. For
more information, call 1-866-321-2323.

Speed limits could be increased
MICHIGAN — Speed limits on certain Michigan roadways may increase
after studies are conducted to ensure safety under legislation signed by Gov.
Rick Snyder.

HBs 4423–4427, sponsored by state Reps. Bradford Jacobsen, Rick
Outman, John Kivela and Charles Smiley, respectively, require the Michigan
Department of Transportation to allow the speed limit to be raised up to 75
mph on at least 600 miles of freeways and up to 65 mph on at least 900 miles
of non-freeway “M” roads.

The increases are allowed only if safety and engineering studies show the
85th percentile of speeds currently driven on those roads allow for it. The
bills also raise the maximum speed limit for trucks from 60 to 65 mph and
adjusts measures used by insurers to determine eligibility for auto insurance.
The measures are now Public Acts 445-449 of 2016.

Trades licenses now streamlined
Michigan — Skilled trades workers now have a more efficient and stream-
lined process to apply for and renew their skilled trades license under legis-
lation signed last week by Gov. Rick Snyder.

“Our talented workforce makes Michigan a national leader, and these bills
help provide skilled trades workers with a streamlined framework for licens-
ing,” Snyder said. “This legislation helps ensure that Michigan will contin-
ue to meet the needs of the 21st century workforce and economy.”

Senate Bills 963-972, repeal five separate public acts and streamline regu-
lations into the Skilled Trades Regulation Act. The new act will provide uni-
formity and consistency among application, renewal, and enforcement pro-
visions for all skilled trades licensees. The bills are now Public Acts 407-416
of 2016.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Connie Allen 

Connie Lea Allen, 67, of Cass City, died peacefully Wednesday, January 4, 2017 in Medilodge of
Cass City.  

She was born April 16, 1949 in Cass City to Merritt D. and Myrtle V. (Dodge) Allen.
Connie graduated from Cass City High School.  She worked for Brentwood Lanes for more than

seventeen years as head cook until her retirement.  Connie was a great baker and enjoyed making
chocolate chip, peanut butter and Christmas cookies.  She enjoyed reading Christian books and
attending gospel concerts.  During her time spent in Medilodge, she brought joy and happiness to
many other residents and staff.  

Connie is survived by her sister, Sharon Allen of Cass City, many cousins, relatives and friends,
including her best friend Ellie Dinsmore.    

She was preceded in death by her parents.
A memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 10, in Brentwood Lanes, Caro. 
Memorials may be made to Medilodge of Cass City or the charity of the donor’s choice.  
Connie’s family would like to thank the staff of Medilodge of Cass City for their excellent care.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuner-

alhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Dagmar Martinek-Brown

Dagmar Martinek-Brown, 94, of Cass City, passed away suddenly, Tues., Jan. 3, 2017 at her
home.

Dagmar was born July 12, 1922 in Cass City, daughter of the late Frank and Emily (Svoboda)
Martinek. 

She served in the U.S. Navy for 55 years, during WWII and Korean Wars, earning her LPN and
retiring as a Dental Technician Chief. She worked for McDonald’s in Cass City and Caro for many
years and was an life member of Caro VFW Post 4164. She participated in the Walk for Warmth
and was also well known for doing the Labor Day Mackinac Bridge Walk for 56 years. 

Dagmar is survived by a sister, Martha Parsons of Casa Grandus, AZ and a brother, Charles
Martinek of Essexville, nephews, Christopher Martinek of Rockford, Dana Martinek of Sparta,
Jeffrey Martinek of Greenville, and Daryl Martinek and niece, Bethany Klunder, both of Howard
City, as well as many other nieces and nephews. 

She was predeceased by 2 brothers, Stanley and George Martinek. 
At her request there is no service for Dagmar, but please remember her in your prayers. Also hon-

oring Dagmar’s wishes she will be buried at sea, in the Atlantic Ocean off of Norfolk, VA at a later
date with a committal service provided by members of the U.S. Navy. Memorials may be made to
Caro VFW Post 4164. 

Please share condolences at http://www.thabetfuneralhome.com/ 
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

Karen Izydorek

Karen Elizabeth (Powell) Izydorek, 71, of Caro, died Monday, December 26, 2016 in Covenant
Medical Center, Saginaw. 

She was born November 13, 1945 in Cass City, to Sanford and Rita (King)
Powell.  

She was married to Paul Izydorek October 17, 1964 through
October 1974.  He died September 20, 2011. 

Her passion for helping others served as the prominent role in
her career choices.  She worked preferably as a Medical
Assistant or of the like.  She lived in California (Riverside
and Los Angeles) as well as Arizona (Sedona) from 1980 -
2000.  She enjoyed many types of music, cooking and was
an avid reader of books.

She is survived by her children: Shannon Izydorek of Los
Angeles, CA, Randy Izydorek of Caro, MI, Paula
Izydorek and her only grandchild Reed of Cleveland,
OH; brothers: Roy (Betty) Powell of Cass City, Dennis
(Linda) Powell of Cass City, Alan (Cindy) Powell of Pigeon;

sister Elaine Powell of Shepherd; many nieces and nephews,
close friends and neighbors.  
She was preceded in death by her infant son Scott Michael

Izydorek, brothers: Wayne and William Powell and her nephew,
Todd Eugene Izydorek.

Following her wishes, in lieu of funeral services, her ashes will be
spread over the Pacific Ocean and in Sedona - the places she considered

to be her favorite and most beautiful.

Brenda Phillips

Brenda Sue Phillips, 78, of Cass City, died Wednesday, January 4, 2017 in Tuscola County
Medical Care Facility, Caro.  

She was born October 10, 1938 in Detroit to William Earl and Ruth Lucille (Scott) Griffith. 
She married Milton Louis Phillips September 6, 1969 in Novesta Church, Cass City.
Brenda graduated from Harper Woods High School in 1956.  She loved cooking for her family

and playing Euchre and poker with them on the weekends.  The family caretaker, Brenda always
made sure that her family was well cared for.  She enjoyed deer hunting and was a fan of the
Detroit Tigers.  Brenda was known as “Aunt Brenda” to many as she followed and supported many
Cass City School sports. 
Brenda is survived by her husband, Milton; children:  Cheryl (Lyndon) Crane of Kingston, Shelly

(Kenneth) Meredith of Snover, Susan (Steven) Wynn of Unionville, Elizabeth (Victor Pohlod)
Phillips of Cass City, John (Laura Merchant) Phillips of Cass City; grandchildren:  Coren Crane,
Leah (Jesse) Howard, Emily Crane, Nicole (Ricky) Gonzalez, Anna (Andy) Blackwell, Ian Wynn,
Molly Wynn, Haley Wynn, Lucas Swiderski, Lance Swiderski, Kate Pohlod, Brad Pohlod, Abby
Sue Phillips, Isabelle Brenda Phillips; four great-grandchildren; sister, Terry (Al) Prosowski of
Cass City; and many special nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her son, Milton Dennis Phillips; and brother, Roger Griffith.  
A funeral service was held Saturday, January 7, 2017 in Our Lady Consolata Parish St. Pancratius

Catholic Church, Cass City with the Rev. Christian Tabares officiating.  
Interment will be in Novesta Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for Mrs. Phillips:  Al Prosowski,

Ian Wynn, Dan Bera, Josh Regnerus, Paul Regnerus, Tim Regnerus, Dennis Regnerus, Jimmy
Regnerus. 

Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuner-

alhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Harriet Hool

Harriet Jane Hool, 80, of Cass City, died following a lengthy illness Thursday, January 5, 2017
with her family at her side in MediLodge Nursing Facility, Cass City.  

She was born January 22, 1936 in Cass City, the first of three children born to Curtis Raymond
and Dorothy Clark (Tindale) Hunt.  

She married John “Jack” Francis Hool June 13, 1958 in Assumption Chapel, Windsor, Ontario.
He died November 15, 2013.
Jane lived a charmed childhood, growing up in Cass City, filled with precocious adventures.  She

graduated from Alma College in 1957 with a degree in Education, followed by a year at the pres-
tigious Katharine Gibbs Secretarial School in New York City.  Jane enjoyed going to auctions and
having the opportunity to acquire antiques.  She was one of the first volunteers at the Thumb
Octagon Barn Agricultural Museum.  Jane was a member of Our Lady Consolata Parish St.
Pancratius Catholic Church.  She enjoyed line dancing and clogging.  Jane was the best Mom her
kids could ask for.  She was always supportive and encouraging.  All the neighborhood kids knew
the Hool house and Jane would be the neighborhood driver to sports and scouting activities.  Jane
was the strong woman behind the successful man and she was the heart of her family.

Jane is survived by her children:  Sara Jane Ebare of Chatham, Ontario, Kimberly (Joseph
Goniwiecha) Hool of New Baltimore, John Hunt (Dawn) Hool of Windsor, Ontario; grandsons:
Justin (Lee-Ann) and Zach; sister, Sarah ‘Sally’ (Jerry) Forthun of Waleska, GA; brother, Richard
Hunt of Cass City; nieces and nephews:  Brian (Erica) Hunt, Cari (Kurt) Russell, Michael (Allison)
Forthun, Elizabeth (Matt) Graft.  

She was preceded in death by her sister-in-law, Janice Hunt; and son-in-law, Sid Ebare.  
A prayer service was held Monday, January 9, in Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with the Rev.

Thomas Held of Our Lady Consolata Parish St. Pancratius Catholic Church officiating.  
Interment will take place in the spring in Elkland Township Cemetery.  Memorials may be made

to Thumb Octagon Barn Agricultural Museum.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuner-

alhome.com.    
An additional prayer service will be held at Families First Funeral Home and Tribute Centre, 3260

Dougall Ave., Windsor, Ontario N9E 1S6 at 3 p.m. Sunday, January 15, 2017 with visitation from
1 p.m. until the time of the service at 3 p.m.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Please turn to page 16 for additional obituaries.



Incumbent District One
Commissioner Tom Young will con-
tinue to represent the townships of
Akron, Columbia, Elkland,
Elmwood, Fairgrove, Gilford and
Wisner; and incumbent
Commissioner Craig Kirkpatrick
will continue to represent District
Five, which
covers the
townships
of Arbela,
Millington,
T u s c o l a
a n d
Watertown.

At the
T u s c o l a
C o u n t y
S h e r i f f ’s
Department, Glen Skrent took over
as sheriff
from Leland
“ L e e ”
Teschendorf,
and Robert
Baxter has
been named
the new
undersheriff,
a job previ-
ously held
by Skrent.
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“She also had a dedicated constitution about staying physically fit, and it
wasn’t unusual seeing her hiking down country roads a ways from her home,
and she had a brisk and steady stride. Her annual ‘Big Mac’ bridge walk pil-
grimages are a very distinct testimony to her character,” Lounsbury added.
“Dagmar will certainly be missed and truly never forgotten. They broke the

mold in her regard… a very special lady.”
Michigan 31st District Senator Mike Green (R-Mayville) agreed.
“Dagmar was a very unique person, someone that did not know the word

relax. Any job that she had she never slowed down. She walked many miles
a day because she wanted to.” Green said.
“Her loyalty to the armed services was also her passion. She will be missed

in our community.”
Although Brown was quiet and reserved, she touched the hearts of many

people in the Thumb.
“I met Dagmar at my first walk as a newer employee of HDC, 27 years ago.

I remember being so impressed by the local group of VFW women, all hand-
somely attired in their military uniforms (doing the walk for warmth),”
recalled Tuscola County Human Development Commission Director Lori
Offenbecher. “In the beginning, her and a group of committed women from
the local VFW would raise pledges and come to the walk.  As the years
passed, she continued to support her local community by raising pledges and
walking.”

Dagmar walked in 25 out of the 27 HDC Walk for Warmth events to sup-
port the needs of people in Tuscola County by assisting them with their util-
ity bills.

“I remember the year she had to use her walker. She completed the entire
Chippewa Landing walk, and even though it took her longer than everyone
else, she persevered and did the entire thing!” Offenbecher said.

Besides her commitment to walking, Brown’s indomitable spirit touched
many.
“Every time I talked with Dagmar, she made me laugh, and I always walked

away learning something from her.  She taught me how to be more patient,
caring and a more compassionate person,” said HDC staff member Tammy
Ewald.

“I loved listening to her stories, and when she gave you advice, you knew
it came from her heart and her wisdom. There is always a handful a people
that you meet in your life and you’re a better person for having known them,
and she is one of them,” Ewald added.

“She lived life on her own terms and her way.”
Although the HDC Walk for Warmth isn’t until February, Brown’s presence

is already being missed.
“The Walk for Warmth in Tuscola County will be a little less joyous than

years past as we have lost a valiant supporter of our walk, the community at
large, and a great person all around,” Ewald continued.
Each fall after completing the bridge walk, Brown would bring a brief note

of her accomplishment to the newspaper.
“I will certainly miss our chats at the Chronicle when she’d bring in news

of her walks across the bridge, and seeing her walking up and down the
road,” said Krysta Boyce, advertising sales executive at the Cass City
Chronicle.

Brown is being remembered by different people in a variety of ways.
“I can readily remember her driving her car around not that many years

ago. If I came upon a long line of cars on M-81 waiting to pass something
up ahead going 15 miles per hour, I knew it was either farm equipment or
Dagmar, who would be intensely focused on the road over her steering
wheel, and holding a steady course,” Lounsbury recalled. “And, there was
no mistaking Dagmar’s car as it had all sorts of military and patriotic decals
pasted onto it. It was readily apparent (that) ‘U.S. NAVY’  — in big embold-
ened letters — was a special favorite.”

Lounsbury has one regret.
“I was planning on interviewing Dagmar for my radio show. It is one of

those ‘I should haves’ I will always regret,” he said. “I guess I naturally
assumed she was invincible, because in many ways she was.”

Brown served in the U.S. Navy, during World War II and the Korean War,
when she earned her credentials as an LPN. She retired from the service as
a dental technician chief.

Whenever there was a veterans’ event, Brown was there. She was part of
Cass City’s Freedom Festival last year. She planned to march in that parade
- walker and all, but was directed to ride rather than walk.
“She was relegated to the back of my jeep… a fact she was not happy about

at all,” said fellow veteran Dave McNaughton. “A feisty lady… I have lots
of respect for her.”

Brown was an active member of Cass City VFW Post 3644.
At Brown’s request, there will be no funeral service. Her wish was to be

buried at sea, which will take place in the Atlantic Ocean off Norfolk, Va.,
at a later date, with a committal service provided by members of the U.S.
Navy.

Memorials may be made to VFW Post 3644, Cass City.

DAGMAR “Walker” Brown was a familiar sight

walking along side roads in the Cass City area.

Even when her eyesight started to fail and she had

to use a walker, she continued her walks.

Continued from page one.

Community remembers Brown

In situations involving a death,
advocates may accompany deputies
to residences, Skrent said. “The offi-
cers will make the death notification
and leave when deemed appropriate.
The advocates will remain with the
family and help contact other family
members, clergy, neighbors, friends,
and may assist in making initial con-
tacts with the funeral home.
Advocates usually remain with the
family until an adequate support
group is in place.”

Background checks are conducted
on all victim services unit advocates,
and they are provided with training

Continued from page one.

Sheriff encourages citizens to join advocates 
through the Michigan Sheriff’s
Association before they are able to
respond.

Skrent noted the program is not
funded with taxpayer dollars.

“It is funded partially through
grants from Michigan Sheriff’s
Association, and volunteers often
pay out of pocket for uniforms and
travel,” he said. “The program coor-
dinator position is funded entirely by
a Victim of Crime Act (VOCA)
grant, which is applied for annually.”

Donations for this program are
appreciated and essential in order to
assist victims in need and for pro-
gram equipment, according to the
sheriff.

In addition to this victim advocate

unit, Tuscola County Victim
Services offers support and services
to any victim of crime, focusing on
domestic violence and sexual
assaults, throughout their involve-
ment in the criminal justice system
free of charge.

“Other volunteer positions are
available for those who may want to
help, but are not able to go out on
calls,” Skrent said.

Anyone interested in volunteering
or learning more is asked to contact
program Coordinator Nancy
Almberg at Tuscola County Victim
Services by (989) 673-8161 (ext.
2241) or via email at tcvs@tuscola-
county.org.

TUSCOLA COUNTY officials recently sworn in by 54th Circuit Judge Amy Grace

Gierhart included (front row, from left) county commissioners Kim Vaughan and Matthew

Bierlein, Gierhart, county Clerk Jodi Fetting, Commissioner Craig Kirkpatrick, road com-

missioners Julie Matuszak and Mike Zwerk, (back row, from left) Undersheriff Robert

Baxter, Commissioner Thomas Bardwell, Drain Commissioner Robert Mantey, Sheriff

Glen Skrent and Commissioner Tom Young.
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Tuscola Co. officials sworn in to office
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

The first order of business of the
new year in counties is for elected
officials to take the oath of office and
county boards of commissioners to
reorganize.

In Tuscola County, 54th Circuit
Judge Amy Grace Gierhart adminis-
tered the oath of office to new
Sheriff Glen Skrent, Undersheriff
Robert Baxter, Drain Commissioner
Robert Mantey, county Clerk Jodi
Fetting, county commissioners
Thomas Young, Thomas Bardwell,
Kim Vaughan, Craig Kirkpatrick and
Matthew Bierlein, and road commis-
sioners Mike Zwerk and Julie
Matuszak.

The county board of commissioners
will remain largely the same as it
was in 2016 with the exception of
new Commissioner Kim Vaughan,
who is taking his seat at the table for
the first time. Vaughan replaced
Christine Trisch as District Three
commissioner, representing the
townships of Dayton, Fremont,
Indianfields, Koylton and Wells.

District Two Commissioner

Thomas Bardwell will continue as
board chair, and District Five
Commissioner Matthew Bierlein
will continue to serve as vice chair.
Bardwell represents the townships of
Almer, Ellington, Kingston and
Novesta, and City of Caro. Bierlein
represents the townships of
Denmark, Juniata, Vassar, and the
city of Vassar.

During Huron County’s reorganiza-
tion of county commissioners,
District One Commissioner Sami
Khoury of Sebewaing was selected
as board chairman. Khoury was
elected to a second term in
November. Before becoming a coun-
ty commissioner, Khoury served on
the Sebewaing Village Council as a
trustee and as president.
Commissioner John Nugent was
selected as vice chair.

In Tuscola County, county board
committee of the whole meetings
will continue at 8 a.m. on the second
and fourth Mondays of the month,
and the full board meetings will be at
8 a.m. on the second and fourth
Thursdays. The commissioners meet
the Purdy Building at 125 W.
Lincoln St., Caro.
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Reggie Ignash  
protects all your

moments and more

(989) 872-4432 | 6505 Main St., Cass City
ReggieIgnashAgency.com | rignash@fbinsmi.com 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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VACANCY POSTING 
 

 
 
 
  POSITION:           Varsity Softball Coach 
       
  QUALIFICATIONS/REQUIREMENTS:     Fingerprinting and Loves working with children 
   
  DEADLINE:                     February 3, 2017 
  
  SEND RESUME TO:                                   Owendale-Gagetown Area Schools 
        Attention: Christopher Robinson, Athletic Director 

  or Terri Falkenberg, Superintendent  
  7166 Main Street 
  Owendale, MI   48754 
  Telephone:  (989) 678-4141 
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Hills and Dales community relations
director.

“CMU College of Medicine has a
strong emphasis on rural and med-
ically underserved regions,” she
noted, adding that in a few weeks,
the hospital will welcome two more
medical students, marking the fourth
group of students to participate in the
program.

“This clerkship allows the students
to gain essential experience in a rural
setting,” Blaine explained.
“Beginning Jan. 16, two CMU
Medical Students will partner with
Dr. Surendra Raythatha at Cass City
Family Practice.  He will serve as
their primary mentor.  Additionally,
the students will rotate through other
clinics — pediatrics, orthopedics,
and general surgery — as well as
spend time in the emergency depart-
ment, operating room, and inpatient
unit.”

The students include Katherine
Copely of Kalamazoo, who earned
her Bachelor of Science Degree in
psychology at the University of
Michigan. Her interests include fig-
ure skating, crocheting, dancing,
yoga and fitness.

Continued from page one.

New batch of med students arriving soon
The other student is Gabrielle

Barringer of North Muskegon, who
earned her bachelor’s degree at
Michigan State University, majoring
in Microbiology with a minor in
nutritional services. She enjoys
watching movies, reading, going for
walks, and spending time with fami-
ly and friends.
Both Copely and Barringer are third

year medical students at Central
Michigan University’s College of

Medicine.  They will be working at
Hills and Dales through July.

“Working with CMU’s students has
been very rewarding for us.  It’s
exciting to see the students learn and
grow, as well as to see our physicians
mentoring them,” Hills and Dales
General Hospital President and CEO
Jean Anthony said.  “We hope this
experience gives the students an
understanding of the importance of
rural healthcare.”

Gabrielle Barringer Katherine Copely
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The arrival of 2017 will have special
meaning to couples that are also
expecting their own little arrivals, but
just when the first baby of the new year
will be born is anyone’s guess.
Will the first birth take place just min-

utes or hours after the bells start ringing
after midnight, Jan. 1, or will several
days or even weeks pass before the
blessed event?
Regardless, the first baby of the

new year born and reported to
the Chronicle by a Cass City
area family will be show-
ered with gifts and well
wishes from local mer-
chants, a tradition
that has continued
for many years in
the community.

The only question mark
each year is timing.  In 2012 the first
baby arrived Jan. 1, when Irwin and
Susan Bricker of Cass City welcomed
their daughter, Maria I. Bricker, at
home on Leslie Rd.

In 2014 Josh and Adrienne Klein wel-
comed their first born Lennox Rose
Klein on Jan. 2.

Last year Clinton and Taryn Ellis of
Cass City welcomed their newborn
daughter, Cambrey Jane Ellis, Monday,
Jan. 6.

As was true last year, the
coming year’s proud parents
will receive a  $20 floral

bouquet from
Special Scents
Floral Shoppe,

Gilligan’s and Coachlight
will have a gift certificate waiting. 

In addition, 2 area banks will offer
their best wishes. Chemical Bank and
Thumb National Bank each have a $10
savings account for the new arrival.

But that’s not all; Curtis Chrysler and
Cass City Oil & Gas have both chipped
in a free oil change.
Finally, the family can read about their

new arrival and other local news all
year long with a free, one-year sub-
scription to the Cass City Chronicle.

Gifts await first
2017 newborn

Continued from page 7.

Marlene Parrish 

Marlene Parrish, 70, of New Tazewell, Tennessee, formerly of Caro, passed
away Thursday, December 29, 2016 at her daughter’s home in Decker, fol-
lowing a lingering illness.  
Marlene was born September 11, 1946 in Bay City, the daughter of the late

Sidney and Bernadean (Fox) Tobias.  
She was a 1964 graduate of Caro High School, and on June 12, 1965, she

was united in marriage with Ronald Parrish at the Caro United Methodist
Church. Marlene was employed at the Caro Regional Center until her retire-
ment.  She was a member of the Caro Women of the Moose, and enjoyed
traveling to Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  

Marlene is survived by her loving husband of fifty-one years, Ronald
Parrish; her children, Michelle & Alan Rutkoski
of Decker and Richard Parrish, of Caro; six
grandchildren, Brandon Orchard, Bryant &
Kayla Orchard, Brandi Orchard, Brady
Orchard, Brent Orchard and Jeremiah
Rutkoski; four great-grandchildren,
Salara, Dylan, Hailey and Serenity
Orchard; two siblings, Ronald & P.J.
Tobias of Houghton Lake, Pam &
Mark Fritz of Caro; one aunt, Ethel
Cramer of Lake Whales, Florida; one
uncle, Kenneth Tobias of Saginaw;
mother-in-law, Freida Parrish of Cass
City; sister-in-law and brother-in-law,
Cheryl & Mike Mattlin of Caro; and
several nieces and nephews.  
In addition to her parents, she was preced-

ed in death by her father-in-law, Dale
Parrish; and brother-in-law, Russell Parrish.   

In keeping with Marlene’s wishes, cremation has
taken place.  A memorial service will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday,
January 14, at the Mizpah Missionary Church, 4631 Van Dyke Road, Cass
City.  

Those planning an expression of sympathy may wish to consider memori-
al contributions to the Mizpah Missionary Church, 4631 VanDyke Road,
Cass City, MI 48726. 

The family was assisted with these arrangements by the Ransford Collon
Funeral Home of Caro.  Friends may share memories, thoughts and prayers
online at www.RansfordCollon.com.


