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CMU GRADS and former Cass City educators Jim

and Mary Ellen Wynes recently collaborated on a

book of crossword puzzles focusing on their

favorite subjects – history, geography and English.

The couple, who reside in Mt. Pleasant these days,

published the book earlier this month.

Early Christmas
T.C. Community Foundation
announces fall distribution of
grants totaling $135,000-plus

TED LUBACZEWSKI stands in front of the home where he grew up a few

miles west of Cass City on Green Road.  His father, the late Walt Lubaczewski,

planted some 10,000 trees on the family’s property back in the late 1960s. The

elder Lubaczewski opened Lubaczewski Tree Farm about seven years later. Ted

Lubaczewski recently announced the family owned and operated business is

now closed after 40 years of selling Christmas trees in the Thumb. 

Investigators say “victim”
in robbery became suspect

Ubly Village officials eye
Internet service proposal

Former Cass City teachers’
passion for history, English
challenges crossword buffs

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City area residents who were involved in the local school district and
Red Hawk athletics back in the mid- to late-1960s – as students or staff
members – may remember Jim and Mary Ellen Wynes, whose careers
brought them to the Thumb for a couple of years.

These days, the couple is enjoying retirement in the town where they met
after enrolling as students at Central Michigan University.

But the Wynes haven’t abandoned their passion for teaching.  In fact, they
recently published their own crossword puzzle book featuring history and
geography themes.

“It happened rather by accident,” Mary Ellen Wynes said of the couple’s
book, entitled “Geography and History Crosswords”. “It developed because
of my love of words and Jim’s enduring satisfaction in acquiring knowledge
of history.

“We couldn’t find any challenging puzzle books containing subjects we
enjoy, so we decided to create our own,” she added.

Both natives of Michigan, the Wynes met on the campus of Central
Michigan University during freshman orientation in 1958 and were married
in 1962.

They went on to follow careers in education — Jim as a history teacher,
coach, principal and superintendent — and Mary Ellen as an elementary and

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department investigators last week reported that
one of the victims in a reported armed robbery last month in Sanilac
County’s Minden Township turned out to be a suspect.

The investigation into the Nov. 11 armed robbery has continued to devel-
op, according to Sheriff Garry Biniecki.
“The initial press release on the armed robbery originally detailed that three

victims were held at gun point by three armed robbers. The investigation
into the robbery revealed that one of the ‘victims’ was, in fact, a suspect,”
Biniecki said. “That fourth suspect went into the location posing as a friend
and then used his access to coordinate the robbery with the three suspects
outside.”
In all, deputies from the Sanilac County and Huron County sheriff’s depart-

ments have arrested four suspects in the case.
Most recently, 19-year-old Terrance Dubs of Owendale was arraigned in

Sanilac County District Court on two counts of armed robbery, conspiracy
to commit armed robbery, home invasion, and possession of a firearm in the
commission of a felony.

Please turn to page 4.

Federal judge ends recount drama

Please turn to page 6. Please turn to page 2.

Holiday  tradition ends
Lubaczewski family closes area tree farm

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Deford’s Shelby Roby made a
lasting impression on the folks at
Lubaczewski Tree Farm years ago
when she arrived at the Cass City
area family business on horseback
to pick out a Christmas tree.

Ted Lubaczewski, whose parents
established the farm four decades
ago, remembers that day as well as
the affectionate name – “the horse
lady” – Roby would be referred to
when she returned to the farm,
located just a few miles west of
Cass City on Green Road.

It’s one of countless memories
that are flooding Lubaczewski’s
mind these days after he and his
family made the decision to close

the business.
“It’s hard to say, ‘This is it’, but this

is it,” Lubaczewski, 63, commented
as he talked about the business while
sitting inside the home where he
grew up on the 10-acre property just
north of Hoppe Road.

Lubaczewski pointed to a kitchen
window and recalled how his moth-
er, Irene, would accept payment for
trees from customers through the
window and then hand out candy
canes to visitors of all ages. “A lot of
people remember that,” he said.

“Without many great friends, this
family business could not have run
every December.  We’re all getting
older.  Now is just the right time to
do it,” he added.
The decision to close came during a

family meeting in October, accord-

ing to Lubaczewski, who retired
from his “day job” in the mainte-
nance department at Buena Vista
Schools four years ago after serv-
ing the district for 27 years.

Nagging health problems was
another factor that helped him
decide to retire from the tree farm
business.  “I was running out of
trees and I could not keep up,” he
said, noting his oldest son, Nick,
has been pretty much running the
operation for the past three years.

At one time – perhaps 20 or so
years ago – Lubaczewski Tree
Farm typically sold 400 trees a
year, a bounty Lubaczewski says
was the result his father, Walt’s,
decision to turn his 10- to 15-acre
property into a tree farm back in

Please turn to page 8.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The brouhaha over November’s
presidential election may finally be
over.

Green Party candidate Jill Stein’s
effort to have a recount of votes in
Michigan has been a roller-coaster of
start and stop actions.
However, U.S. District Court Judge

Mark Goldsmith last week upheld a

Michigan Court of Appeals ruling
that had stopped Stein’s request for a
statewide presidential vote recount.

“The recount planning process was
interesting to go through, but it was
stressful to be on again and off again.
It made the organizing very difficult
as I was trying to secure a location
and recount teams without being
able to provide them a start date,”
said Tuscola County Clerk Jodi
Fetting.

“I am thankful the recount was
stopped as the vote totals would not
have changed enough to put candi-
date Stein in the winner position for
Tuscola County, and Tuscola County
would have had a financial burden
placed on them,” she added. “I
believe in the optical scan equipment
that is used (provides) accurate
results.

The recount in Tuscola County was

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Besides M-19 running through the village of Ubly, the information super
highway may also in the near future.
Village council members are exploring the possibility of becoming the sec-

ond fiber gigabit village in Huron County. During a recent council meeting,
President Mark Brown presented the idea of establishing village-wide
Internet service, similar to what is in place in the village of Sebewaing.

In September 2014, Sebewaing became the first village in Michigan to
offer residential broadband customers fast gigabit service, and now Ubly
Village officials are exploring the same option.

Brown contacted Sebewaing Light and Water Department Superintendent
Melanie McCoy about the Internet service provided there to residents.
“I have had a lot of different communities from all over the state contact us

about our gigabit service and how it was developed,” said McCoy. “It was
easier for us to develop the service because Sebewaing has its own light and
water department, where most other communities don’t.”

In Sebewaing, residential and business customers can purchase both
Internet and phone service. Rates for residential service start at $35 a month
for 30-megabit (Mb) download/upload speed, and $35 a month for unlimit-
ed local/long distance phone for a total of $65 per month for both.

The cost for the gigabit (Gb) speed service is $160 a month; and to add
phone service, the total cost would be $190 a month.

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Community Foundation officials last week announced
combined grants totaling more than $135,000 have been approved for the
foundation’s fall grant cycle.

The specific grants and funds are:
William and Ruth Janks Fund:
*$9,942 to Frank E. Schall Elementary (to create an annual spring technol-

ogy “do it yourself” event to showcase student-centered technology in the
areas of coding, robotics and makerspace).

*$2,500 to the Human Development Commission (HDC) (to purchase
needed replacement furniture for the Thumb Area Assault Crisis Center).

*$5,000 to the Caro Area District Library (to digitalize newspaper back-
issues).
*$4,000 to Caro Community Schools (to purchase choral risers for 60 to 80

singers for a new auditorium).
*$4,100 to the city of Caro (to renovate existing shuffleboard courts for the

community).
*$5,000 to the Great Start Tuscola Imaginary (to purchase books for chil-

dren throughout the county.
*$3,625 to the Tuscola County Fair Association (to replace two large

garage doors with openers).
*$1,205 to Caro Community Hospital (to purchase CPR manikins to

replace 20-year-old equipment).
*$2,050 to Caro Middle School (to help purchase set of NXTC-32 Turning

Tech TPS System).
*$2,000 to the Child Advocacy Center of Tuscola County (to expand tech-

nology for forensic interviews of abused children).
*$775 to Connections Human Services (to expand telephone lines to

improve access and communication while providing guardianship services).
*$2,500 to the Tuscola Technology Center/Agriscience Program (to pur-

chase small scale food science equipment).
*$6,000 for Tuscola County Circuit Court (to build an arts program and

community garden/park for children).
Claude and Etta Andrews Fund:
*$2,000 to Caro Community Schools (to purchase choral risers).
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Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City will be hosting its
monthly Senior Citizen Movies
Friday, Dec. 16, at 1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown are:

*”Koko: The Gorilla Who Talks”.
In 1971, graduate student Penny
Patterson began teaching sign lan-
guage to a gorilla named Koko,
unaware that this relationship would
come to define both their lives. What

started out as a scientific experiment
evolved into an intimate friendship,
which for almost half a century has
challenged the way we think about
animals and changed the course of
many lives.
More than 40 years later, now inter-

nationally famous, Koko continues
to redraw the line between people
and animals (60 minutes).

*”Rick Steves’ European
Christmas”. Join Rick Steves for a

colorful, musical celebration of
Christmas across Europe. From
England to Wales, France, Norway,
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and
Italy, you’ll see bright Christmas
markets, hear local choirs, share hol-
iday traditions with families...and
even play in the snow (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served. This
older adult program is offered free of
charge.

Senior movies on tap at the library

Brown suggested the gigabit Internet service might be a good idea to include in Ubly’s village master plan, and to
offer the service to village residents.

The council was receptive to the idea and approved forming a sub-committee, with Brown and Trustee Larry
Gornowicz asked to explore the possibility of establishing the service locally.

The Sebewaing Light and Water Department has offered 10 Mb Internet service for several years, but that system
was becoming outdated and the demand for faster downloads kept increasing.
It was cheaper to develop a new Internet service than try to retrofit the old one, according to McCoy. Plus, he said,

having access to a lot of bandwidth from Frankenmuth-based Internet service, Air Advantage, helped keep the cost
of the project down.

Continued from page one.

Ubly officials eye Internet proposal

WINNERS OF the Knights of Columbus Council 8892 Spelling Bee in grades

five and six were Cass City students (left to right) first place, Lucas Sheridan;

second place, Hunter Turnbull, third place, Natalie Holdburg; fourth place,

Carter Patrick; and fifth place, Gabe Schwendinger.

THE SEVENTH and eighth grade Cass City spelling bee winners were (from

left) first place, Vaughn Severance; second place, James Lefler; third place,

Kevin Estrella; fourth place, Ryan Pisarek; and fifth place, Tiara Anthony.

The winners received gift cards to McDonald’s and passes to the Cass

Theatre.  The Top four are invited to compete in a K of C district spelling be

to be held Feb. 12.

Jim and Susie Hillaker of Cass City
are pleased to announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Carrie, to
Andrew Schinnerer, son of Lloyd
and Laura Schinnerer of Cass City.
The bride and groom are both 2005

graduates of Cass City High School.
Carrie graduated from Grand Valley
State University and graduate school
at Western Michigan University. She
is a school social worker at the
Tuscola Intermediate School
District. 

Andrew, a graduate of the
University of Michigan and graduate
school at the University of Kansas, is
a school psychologist at Huron
Intermediate School District. 

A June 2017 wedding is planned at
the Dow Diamond in Midland, MI.

Carrie Hillaker and
Andrew Schinnerer
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Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

Touching stars and hearts...

age 77. I don’t think that record will ever be broken.
Besides being the face of the space program, Glenn

served for 24 years as a U.S. senator from Ohio. He
was in the news often regarding legislation he was
involved with, but he never sought out the limelight for
any of his accomplishments.

He joined the Marines after Japan attacked Pearl
Harbor. He was a fighter pilot in World War II and in
Korea. He earned several medals for his efforts during
those wars.

Glenn died the day after the 75th anniversary of the
attack on Pearl Harbor that helped shaped his life.

His journey into the wild blue yonder sparked the
world’s interest in space exploration. He was the last of
the original Mercury 7 group. He more than had “The
Right Stuff.”

He reached for the stars and won our hearts… he is
now part of the heavens he loved so much.

Get ready now for a
real Michigan winter

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

The winter of 2015-16 will be remembered for the near
record strength of the El Nino (warmer than average
water temperatures in the Eastern Pacific), resulting in
the warmest winter on record across the United States
and the third warmest winter for Michigan.

Forecasters, however, say this year will be a different
ballgame altogether, with colder air dominating the sea-
son and plenty of snow – much of it generated in the
form of lake effect precipitation.

Last winter’s warmer temperatures limited snowfall
across the state, especially in the lake effect areas of
upper and western lower Michigan.  The only exception
was parts of southeast lower Michigan, where snowfall
was about average.
In the Thumb, residents enjoyed an unseasonably warm

December in 2015, but were hammered by a series of
storms that each dumped a foot or more of snow on the
region.
Given the likelihood of a more typical Michigan winter

on tap this year, we’d like to remind our readers to be
prepared for the worst by taking a few precautions,
including:

*Keep handy a battery-powered flashlight at home
along with a portable radio, extra food and bottled
water.
*Make sure each member of the household has a warm

coat, gloves, hat and water-resistant boots.  Ensure
extra blankets and heavy clothes are available. 

*Be aware of potential fire and carbon monoxide haz-
ards if you plan to use an emergency heating source
such as a fireplace, wood stove or space heater.

*Avoid overexertion, such as shoveling heavy snow,
pushing a car, or walking in deep snow.  Sweating could
lead to chill and hypothermia, and abnormally low body
temperatures.  Cold weather also puts extra strain on
the heart, so the elderly and those with heart conditions
should be especially cautious when out in the cold.

*Wear loose-fitting, lightweight warm clothing in lay-
ers, with a waterproof outer layer.  Wear a wool hat, mit-
tens.

*Understand the hazards of wind chill.  As wind speed
increases, heat is carried away from a person’s body
more rapidly which could lead to severe hypothermia.

*Be sure your vehicle is ready — have the proper mix
of antifreeze and water in the cooling system, top off the
windshield washing solution, and check the tire treads.

*Keep the fuel tank near full, as low fuel levels can
cause condensation to form, degrading fuel quality and
possibly causing the fuel line to freeze.
*Equip your car or truck with emergency supplies such

as a battery-powered radio, flashlight, windshield
scraper, jumper cables, fire extinguisher, blankets/extra
clothes, flare, and bottled water/energy foods.

*Let someone know of your travel plans, including
where you’re going and when you expect to arrive.
Finally, before you travel, check out the Michigan State

Police Winter Travel Advisory website at
www.michtip.state.mi.us/rw/home.htm. The site is up
and running through the end of March and is updated
twice a day.  You can also call the state police winter
travel hotline at 1-800-381-8477.

In my lifetime, I’ve seen science fiction become
fact.
I was very young when I saw Jules Verne’s book the

“Man in the Moon” made into a movie. I will never
forget the scene in the movie that showed the moon
having a real face with a rocket ship sticking out of
an eye.

Verne was decades ahead of his time. He wrote
about air travel, rocket ships, submarines, nuclear
power and much more in the 1880s — long before
those things were invented. I remember my parents
scoffing at Verne’s tales as I read his books and
talked about them.

Eventually, the tall tales in his books came to be.
When space exploration first started, monkeys and

dogs were shot into space several times to test voy-
ages to places “where no man had gone before.”

The first American to orbit earth was John Glenn. I
was saddened to hear of his passing last week at age
95. To me, he was the face of space flight, of
courage, of a statesman, of a gentleman.
Glenn traveled into the great unknown the first time

on Feb. 20, 1962, in the Mercury spacecraft
Friendship 7. I was 11 years at the time.

Space travel was in its infancy then. Because histo-
ry was being made, my teacher brought a small black
and white television into our classroom at the
Columbia Corners School. The reception was not
very good, so a rabbit-ear antenna was used to bring
in the television station the antenna had to be moved
around. Finally, some aluminum foil from a sand-
wich was attached to the antenna for a better signal
(yes, that did work back in the day of only having
three channels to watch).

During the few hours he circled the Earth, our eyes
were glued to that 12-inch screen. Bets were placed
on the outcome of the space trip. The betting was
heavy on how long the trip would take, if it would be
a safe one, etc. I don’t remember who won the pot of
two weeks’ worth of Bazooka Bubble Gum, but I
always remembered that grainy black and white
image of the event.

After that trip, Glenn was greeted by President
Kennedy, and there was a ticker-tape parade for him
in New York. That was the first time I saw a ticker-
tape parade. It was impressive.

Glenn completed another flight into space 36 years
later for nine days aboard the Discovery shuttle. At
that time, he was the oldest man to go into space at
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Teschendorf leader,
spokesman for kids
Editor,

As the Michigan Director of Fight Crime: Invest in
Kids, I would like to publicly acknowledge Tuscola
County Sheriff Leland Teschendorf on his retirement
and his years of public service as sheriff.

I especially want to recognize Sheriff Teschendorf for
his membership in Fight Crime: Invest in Kids and ded-
ication to Michigan’s children. Sheriff Teschendorf
received our organization’s 2014 “Crime Fighter”
Award.

From his years on the front line, Sheriff Teschendorf
understands that wise public investments in high-quali-
ty programs for Michigan’s youngest children pay out
the greatest benefits. Sheriff Teschendorf was instru-
mental in providing support for efforts to ensure that all
eligible four-year-olds in Michigan have the opportuni-
ty to attend preschool.
He has been a strong supporter of home visitation pro-

grams for new, young parents because he knows parents
who participate in such educational programs are less
likely to engage in abuse or neglect.

Sheriff Teschendorf is a champion of high-quality
early learning in Michigan — because his experiences
have taught him that when young children participate in
programs such as Early Head Start, Head Start, or pre-
K, they are more likely to be successful academically
and socially. This leads to successes throughout school
and into adulthood.

He also knows that high-quality child care is needed
not only for a child’s healthy growth and development,
but also so their parents can go to work without the
stresses of worry about the care their child/children
receive.
Sheriff Teschendorf has been a great community leader

and spokesman for our kids. I would like to recognize
him publicly for all he has done for our children.

Sincerely,

Jerry Dash, Michigan director
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids

Jon Ligrow – owner of Ligrow’s 24 Hour Fitness –
reports his local Main Street fitness center is now part of
the Silver Sneakers Program.  This program is for seniors
65 and older and, if qualified, lets insurance pay for their
gym membership.  

“I think this is going to be a great program for our com-
munity and is a great way for seniors to stay active,” he
said, adding, “If anyone wants to see if they are qualified
they can go to the website www.silversneakers.com, they
can call (888) 423-4632 or they can stop by the gym and
I am able check eligibility.” 

**********  

No one has claimed their winnings from the Cass City
Lions Club’s 50-50 raffle held recently during the local
Christmas in the Village celebration.

Club member Dennis Meck says the winning ticket was
“Yellow 326166. If that’s you, collect your $600 prize
from Meck by calling (989) 872-5088.

Meck reports if no one comes forward to collect the
cash, a new number will be drawn on Dec. 19 at the civic
club’s next meeting.

**********  

Continuing with news surrounding this year’s Christmas
in the Village gala, Chamber of Commerce Administrator
Judy Keller says David Haley was the lucky winner of
her group’s 50-50 raffle and quickly donated his windfall
to the Christmas for Kids campaign. 
Also, Keller reports Diane Cameron was the quilt raffle

winners from the early December gathering and the pro-
ceeds from the craft show raised $297 for Revive
Ministries. 

**********  

Now that the basketball season is officially upon us, for-
mer Cass City High School hoopster Bob Morley wants
to remind basketball fans that the Cass City Red Hawks
Boys Basketball 1950-2014 Book is now in its second
printing. There are still a few copies available at the
Memorial District Library or by calling Morley at
(517)655-4200. The cost of the book is $25.00 with free
shipping for the Christmas season.

**********  

Last week I wrote that the Annual Chamber of
Commerce Dinner is slated for Feb. 7, 2017.

Wrong – it will be held on Feb. 4, 2017. Sorry for my
blunder. 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*David T. Cox, 63, Mayville, was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $1,194 following his pleas
of no contest to two counts of deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana and
one count of maintaining a drug
house between April 26 and May 17
in Dayton Township.

*Shirley A. Cox, 63, Mayville, was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $1,194 following her pleas
of no contest to two counts of deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana and
one count of maintaining a drug
house between April 26 and May 17
in Dayton Township.

*Kendra K. Sands, 38, Caro, plead-
ed no contest to unlawfully driving

away an automobile Aug. 8 in Almer
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Nicholas R. Williams, 32, Akron,
was sentenced to 34 months to 15
years in prison following his plea of
guilty to possession of a controlled
substance Nov. 17, 2015, in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $258.

*Matthew S. Milostan, 29, Caro,
was sentenced to 270 days in the
county jail and 24 months probation
following his plea of no contest to

aggravated domestic violence March
28 in Wells Township.

The jail term was deferred, accord-
ing to court records, which state
Milostan was ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,685.
Restitution in the case is to be deter-
mined.

*Blake E. Lebioda, 19, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assault with intent to commit great
bodily harm less than murder, and
one count each of carrying a weapon
with unlawful intent, possession of a
firearm in the commission of a
felony, and domestic violence July
29 in Novesta Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$15,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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����		�� Deputies looking for ATV thief
Tuscola County deputies are asking

for the public’s assistance in attempt-
ing to locate a suspect and a suspect
vehicle that was used in an attempt-
ed theft of a quad runner.

The incident occurred in the 5000
block of Schwegler Road near Cass
City Dec. 5 at about 1:20 a.m.,
according to Tuscola County
Undersheriff Glen Skrent.

“The owner of the quad woke up

when he heard the suspect driving
his quad runner off his property,”
Skrent said. “The owner of the quad
got up and drove around the area and
located a grey colored, early 2000’s
model Chevy or GMC pick-up truck.
The truck had a grill guard and the
body of the truck appeared to be
rusty. The victim was able to get a
possible partial license plate of
K79.”

The suspect then left the scene,
leaving the quad runner behind.
Anyone with information related to

the incident is asked to contact
Deputy Spanger at (989) 673-8161
(ext. 4060), message the Tuscola
County Sheriff’s Department’s
Facebook page, or leave an anony-
mous tip at the following link:
http://www.tuscolacounty.org/sher-
iff/crimetips.php.

Bond in the case was set at $50,000
and Dubs is currently lodged in the
Huron County Jail.

In addition, 20-year-old Devin
Hacker of Bad Axe was arraigned in
Sanilac County on two counts of
armed robbery, conspiracy to com-
mit armed robbery, home invasion
and possession of a firearm in the
commission of a felony.  Hacker’s
bond was also set at $50,000, but he
was able to post bond and was
released pending his next court date.

Also arrested during the course of
the investigation are Devin Cooper,
19, of Harbor Beach, who was taken
into custody last month in Harbor
Beach, and 26-year-old Lucas
Flygare of Rosebush, who was
apprehended earlier this month in
Sault Sainte Marie.

Both of those suspects have
appeared in Sanilac County District
Court on the same felony charges as
Hacker and Dubs, and bond for both
was also set at $50,000.

“The ongoing investigation into the
armed robbery has led deputies to
follow up leads ranging from Illinois

Continued from page one.

Investigators: robbery “victim” became suspect
to the Upper Peninsula, and is not
complete,” Sgt. Ron DuBois said.
“Investigators are confident they
have all…suspects who were part of
the armed robbery, and must still
work through all of the evidence, fol-
low up on leads and put together the
case.”

Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki said investigators are look-
ing at several individuals who are
suspected of either aiding the sus-
pects in trying to cover up the crime
through various methods or have
evidence and/or are attempting to
profit from the armed robbery.

“It is important to realize that help-
ing the suspects in any way, from
hiding evidence, purchasing sup-
plies, to lying to investigators may
be considered a felony,” he added.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s Deputies
on the case have been working close-
ly with Huron County Sheriff’s
Deputies as well as the Sanilac
County Drug Task Force.

The robbery took place during the
evening hours of Nov. 11 at a resi-
dence in the 8000 block of Maurer
Road.
According to reports, the initial 911

call came in at about 1:20 a.m. Nov.
12 from the homeowner, advising
that three male subjects at his resi-
dence at that time had been robbed
by three males in ski masks, and that
one of the suspects held the three
victims at gun point.

The homeowner told deputies he
was not home at the time of the rob-
bery and called after he returned
home and gathered information from
the three victims.

Investigators said an undisclosed
amount of cash and medical marijua-
na were stolen from the residence.

Investigators from the Sanilac
County and Huron County sheriff’s
departments then began working
jointly on the case, which led to a
traffic stop in Bad Axe and three
search warrants being authorized by
the Huron County Prosecutor’s
Office for residences in Huron
County.

In the process, deputies arrested
Dubs on a charge of felony posses-
sion of drugs in connection with the
case. He was subsequently arraigned
on that charge in Huron County
District Court.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Okay, I admit it; I
have a problem...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Cass City Schools Food Service
Director Shari Bock reports that
Naomi Barnes, 86, came into the
school last week with a pink feather
in her hair for breast cancer aware-
ness. She did this, says Bock,
because her daughter and a couple of
other ladies said that they had not
had their mammograms, agreeing to
get the tests done if she would get a
pink feather. Naomi did and now
they have to own up to their side.
Just thought it was a pretty cute
story, says Bock. An important one,
too.

Joseph and Sherri Remsing of
Pontiac announce the birth of their
daughter, Imara Louise. Imara was
born March 21, 2011 in Pontiac. She
weighed 7 pounds, 8 ounces and was
19.5 inches long. Her grandparents
are the late Linda Remsing and
Joseph and Lois Remsing of
Arizona, and Doug and the late
Donna Poole of Pontiac.

It’s nice to have supporters. Jim
Heiser, case in point, informed us
that he did a radio interview
(1360AM) for the Tuscola County
Perspectives program hosted by for-
mer Chronicle editor Jim McLoskey.
“I took a copy of your “In Our
Opinion” article from the October 5
Cass City Chronicle. Jim read some
of the article and we both gave acco-
lades to the Chronicle for your cov-
erage,” said Heiser, a recently retired
trustee of the Cass City Village
Council. As always, continued
Heiser, who currently serves as the
Director of Operations for the United
Way of Tuscola County (UWTC),
we are very appreciative of your
coverage of UWTC and will take
every opportunity to make our feel-
ings known to the public.

Four second-year Michigan State
University Institute of Agricultural
Technology Dairy Production
Management Program students
recently competed in the 2011
International Postsecondary Dairy
Judging Contest, held during the
World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wis.
The team placed seventh out of the
12 teams that competed. Team mem-
bers were Assistant Coach Sarah
Black, Shawn Baker of Sterling,
Deidre Bowen of Cass City, Jade
Cox of Coldwater, Ryan Silvernail of
Fremont, and Coach Dr. Joe
Domecq, specialist in the MSU
Department of Animal Science and
director of the MSU Dairy
Management Program.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Keith and Marie (Shannon) Goslin
of Gagetown will celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary at a recep-
tion at Brentwood in Caro. 

Deborah Stange and Brent Morley
were married Sept. 23 at First United
Methodist Church, Saginaw. 

Mr. and Mrs. Darren McDonald of
Marshall announce the birth of their
daughter, Milena Sofia. She was
welcomed home by a sister, Delfina,
and a brother Brandon. Paternal
grandparents are Jeannette
McDonald of Owendale and the late
Bud McDonald. 

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

A Little Caesars restaurant will
open in Cass City early next year,
bringing about 18 new full and part-
time jobs to the village. The news
was confirmed Monday by business-
man and Port Austin resident Rick
Fields, who along with his wife, Bev,
owns and operates several other
Little Caesars outlets in the Thumb
and in 2 other states. The Cass City
store will be located behind Kelly &
Co.

Charles Smith grows wheat, oats
and soybeans on the same land his
great-grandfather cleared and
worked more than 100 years ago.
The original 40 acres has since been
expanded, and the house and farm
buildings have undergone a few
changes over the years, but the farm
continues to serve as a strong
reminder of his heritage and that of
his son, Brian, who also is involved
in the farming operation. The 160-
acre farm of his parents, Pearl and
the late James A. Smith, was recent-
ly certified by the Michigan
Historical Commission as a centen-
nial farm.

Cass City resident Mark Howard is
among 244 freshmen who are new
members of the Carl and Winifred
Lee Honors College at Western
Michigan University this fall.
Honored recently for 15 to 30 years

of service at Hills and Dales General
Hospital were Shirley Buschlen,
Theron Middaugh, Joanne Brown,
Ken E. Jensen and Elizabeth Evans. 

It all started when I was a kid, a time when most of us figure enjoying
something more than we should will never become a problem “for me”.

I was wrong.
I’m a Christmas movie junkie.  I admit it; I have a problem.
My first taste of this holiday euphoria came when I was a youngster and

saw Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer for the first time.  I was hooked and
didn’t even know it.
Then came Frosty the Snowman – and the various versions that followed –

along with the Little Drummer Boy, A Charlie Brown Christmas, Jack Frost,
and others.

It wasn’t long before I found myself neck deep in the pit of A Christmas
Carol movies, from the 1951 version featuring Alastair Sim, to the musical
starring Albert Finney in 1970, to a more recent edition featuring George C.
Scott in the title role.

Later, I discovered some of the other (much) older classics, including It’s
a Wonderful Life, Miracle on 34th Street and White Christmas.

Along the way, I’ve viewed various remakes of How the Grinch Stole
Christmas as well as The Santa Clause, Home Alone, A Christmas Story,
Polar Express, etc.  I think I’ve seen them all, and most on more occasions
than I’d care to admit.
There were a few dark days when I even resorted to viewing (in private, of

course), National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation and Ernest Saves
Christmas.

Yeah, I know, I know. I’m so pathetic. 
They say honesty with yourself and others is vital to successfully kicking

an addiction, so I’m going to be brutal here: I have also partaken of some
Hallmark Christmas movies.

Hey, don’t judge.
When I was young, the cool puppets and cartoons dancing around on the

black-and-white screen at home quickly caught my attention and became a
part of Christmases I still remember.  These days, I enjoy the escape into
places and times when people can disagree without calling one another
haters, where folks demonstrate genuine love and caring, and where the sto-
ries end on a happy note.
On the other hand, I live in reality and should probably just accept the awful

insanity all of us are subjected to day in and day out on television and the
Internet, right?

Wrong.  Maybe I’m overly optimistic, but I don’t think there’s anything
wrong with believing that good intentions and a little effort can still pay off
in the end, bringing about a happy ending or two in real life during the hol-
iday season and long after December turns into January. It’s not that far-
fetched — we see all sorts of examples of kindness and compassion in this
community year in and year out.

So maybe I shouldn’t try to kick this holiday movie madness altogether.
It’s just as well. I thought I was getting a handle on the urges until I recent-

ly passed by a DVD display and spotted a collector’s edition of Rudolph the
Red Nosed Reindeer (I ignored the 50th anniversary part). I picked it up.

Don’t judge (again).  The grandkids will love it.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Future space vehicles will make it
possible to construct an energy-gath-
ering station in space, said NASA
Astronaut Maj. Brewster Shaw Jr., a
Cass City native who may fly the
space shuttle in three to four years.
Shaw made the comments in a
speech about “The Future of Space”
to a Central Michigan University
audience in Mount Pleasant last
Thursday.

Mrs. Fred Janks of E. Akron Road,
Mrs. Cecil Barriger and Mrs. Lyle
Lounsbury were visitors Nov. 4 at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Joiner in Bay City. The Joiners’
daughter and family, Mr. and Mrs.
Renee Valette, missionaries to
Africa, and their two children, are
spending a few months with the
Joiners. 

Jim Patnaude, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Patnaude, Gagetown, was
selected as student of the month for
September by the Owendale-
Gagetown Board of Education, A
senior, he has been active in many
phases of school life. He was junior
class president, freshman class vice-
president, a member of the Varsity
Club and active in his local church
youth group. His most outstanding
accomplishment was winning the
1981 state Class D pole vaulting
championship. Future plans include
college, where he plans on majoring
in commercial art.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)
The grand opening of the new

Ouvry Chevrolet-Olds sales and
service center, a quarter mile east of
Cass City, will be held Friday and
Saturday, Aime Ouvry, owner,
announced this week. The opening
marks the official opening of the
garage that has been in service for
several weeks now and the official
end of the facility that housed the
business for 30 years. The 48-year-
old Ouvry has owned the business
for just four years, since August
1974, before making his major
investment this year. He came to the
community after working in car
dealerships for 17 years in Detroit.

Mr. and Mrs. Orville Snider of
Caseville were callers of Mrs. Milton
Hoffman Wednesday afternoon.
They came to attend graveside serv-
ices for Larry Hutchison at Elkland
cemetery. Mr. Hutchison taught at
Elkton High School five years and
Mr. Snider is a former principal of
the school.

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Wiles and
Phoebe had as guests Saturday
evening at a Halloween party, Mr.
and Mrs. Lyle Lounsbury, Mr. and
Mrs. Wallace Wiles, Mr. and Mrs.
Alvin Hutchinson, Jill and Joan, Mr.
and Mrs. Dean Tuckey, Miss Carole
Tuckey and Laura Taylor.

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Hoagg will
celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary Sunday, Nov. 7, with an
open house at Evergreen School,
Shabbona. Andrew Hoagg and the
former Eva Travis were married in
November, 1926, by Rev. Ira Cargo.
They have two sons, Merle and his
wife Peg of Northville and Dean and
his wife Sue of Cass City, along with
seven grandchildren.   

Frances Marie Koss, daughter of
Mrs. Eleanor Koss of Gagetown and
the late Edward Joseph Koss, has
been named winner of the 1976-77
Daughters of the American
Revolution Good Citizenship award
at OwenGage High School. Miss
Koss, a senior, is a member of St.
Agatha Catholic church and plans to
become a registered nurse. She has
won awards in general science,
world history, typing and algebra.
She participated in a pre-med club
and is vice-president of her senior
class.

Alan Crouse, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Crouse of Cass City, is a
member of the Eastern Michigan
University marching band. Crouse
plays the trombone at all EMU home
football games under the direction of
Dr. Thomas Tyra. Crouse, a fresh-
man, is majoring in art.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)  
Making sauerkraut is a way of life

for the John Mastens. They also can
a variety of other garden products
each year. Most families have
stopped canning kraut because it
requires a good deal of work, but the
Mastens refuse to give up the taste of
the home canned variety.
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Murray and fam-

ily of Williamston spent Saturday
night and Sunday at the Howard
Loomis home and also visited Mt
and Mrs. Paul Murray. 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Gallagher were

honored Sunday at a surprise 40th
wedding anniversary party given by

their children, Mr. and Mrs. Neil
Adams of Sterling and Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Gallagher of Cass City. The
event was staged at the Adams’ home
in Sterling and the honored guests
thought they were attending a family
birthday party. They were greeted by
36 relatives for the anniversary din-
ner. The guests were seated at a long
table with a lovely floral arrange-
ment. Mrs. Adams was assisted by
her daughters in preparing the
anniversary dinner.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zawerucha
of rural Caro have announced the
engagement of their daughter,
Marlene, to William Merchant, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Merchant of
Cass City. A February wedding is
being planned.
John Juhasz won the men’s division

of the special muscular dystrophy
bowling tournament, held Oct. 29-
Nov. 5 at Cass City Lanes, it was
announced this week by sponsors of
the event. Top lady bowler was
Maureen Frederick. Trophies were
awarded to the first three place fin-
ishers. In the men’s competition,
George Elliott was second. Second
place among the ladies went to
Marge Schwartz.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)
The recently formed junior music

club held its regular meeting
Saturday afternoon at the home of
Mrs. Ethel McCoy. It was decided to
name the organization, The Allegro
Club. A paper on “The Piano’s
Ancestors” was read by June
Schwaderer. “Early Eighteenth
Century Composers” were discussed
by Marion Croft and “Handel” by
Mary Ann Gallagher. This was fol-
lowed by a short talk about “The
Messiah” and playing of the best
known themes from the oratorio. A
paper on “Learning Mistakes,” read
by Irene Smith was followed by a
practical demonstration by the active
members of the group.

Miss Gertrude Chinoski, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Simon Chinoski, of
Romeo, became the bride of Harland
Charter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Charter, of Cass City Saturday morn-
ing, November 8, at nine o’clock, in
St. Clement Church, Romeo.

Clinton G. Beardsley, 17, only son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Beardsley, of
Cass City, left here Wednesday
morning for Detroit where he board-
ed the 11:45 train that night for
Parris Island, South Carolina, to
begin training with the Marine
Corps.

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Carruthers cele-
brated their 25th wedding anniver-
sary Saturday evening, November 8,
in the Community Hall at Shabbona
with more than 200 attending. Mr.
and Mrs. Carruthers, with their
daughter, Miss Mildred, received
their guests at the door. Assisting
were three of Miss Carruthers’ aunts,
Mrs. Hyde, Mrs. Brown and Mrs.
LaBeau.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

Nearly one hundred guests gathered
with Mr. and Mrs. Babcock in
Unionville Nov. 9 to celebrate the
50th wedding anniversary of Mr. and
Mrs. Chas. Day. The house was pret-
tily decorated with drapings of gold
colored bunting and with large bou-
quets of chrysanthemums and roses.
In the parlor hung their marriage cer-
tificate, their pictures taken at the
time of their marriage and their pic-
tures taken at the time of the celebra-
tion of their silver wedding. Mr. and
Mrs. Day were born in Vermont, the
former coming to Bay City When 18,
the latter when 11 years of age. At
that time Bay City had but one side-
walk and that a two board affair
down Water St. For 32 years they
lived on the same lot in Bay City.
They went to Unionville 16 years
ago and reside on a farm two and
one-half miles west of town. Of six
children born to this couple, two
daughters, Mrs. E. O. Babcock and
Miss Pearl Day, are living and they
with an adopted daughter, Mrs.
Partlo, are the joy and comfort of Mr.
and Mrs. Day in their declining
years.

The public school building at
Pigeon was destroyed by fire
Saturday afternoon, the fire originat-
ing from formaldehyde fumigators.
The building’s value is estimated at
$30,000.00 and insurance on same is
reported as $13,000.00. The fire was
discovered early in afternoon. After
pumping water on the flames for a
few hours, the water supply at the
waterworks plant gave out, but the
fire at that time was well under con-
trol. The second story of the building
was completely destroyed by fire
and the lower story was largely dam-
aged by water. 
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News briefsCass City Elementary is among 150
schools picked for nutrition program

Nearly 150 schools across
Michigan, including Cass City
Elementary School, have been cho-
sen to join the “Building Healthy
Communities” program for the
2016-17 school year to improve
health and wellness through better
nutrition and physical activity for
their students.

Building Healthy Communities is
an evidence-based, comprehensive,
school-wide initiative that supports
children’s health by providing stu-
dents, teachers and administrators
with tools and resources to improve
student health while creating a
healthier school environment.

Building Healthy Communities is
designed to help kids build lifelong,
healthy habits and address childhood
obesity through the transformation
of school environments.

First launched by Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan in 2009, the pro-
gram has now been embraced by
more than 500 schools across the
state, and has helped over 240,000
students develop better habits and
live healthier lives.

Building Healthy Communities is a
private-public initiative supported by
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan,
the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services, the Michigan
Department of Education, the
Michigan Fitness Foundation,
Michigan State University
Extension, Michigan Team
Nutrition, the United Dairy Industry
of Michigan, the University of
Michigan and the Wayne State
University Center for School Health
and Action for Healthy Kids.

The program has a long history of
measurable and demonstrated impact

on improving the health of Michigan
kids including:

*40 percent more fruit and veg-
etable consumption than the national
average.

*700 step increase per day.
*35 additional minutes per week of

moderate and vigorous physical
activity.

*19 minutes less screen and video
time per day.

*26 percent more participation in
school sports.
*130 percent more energy reported.

*74 percent increased attention
span in class.

“Building Healthy Communities
has been an enormous success in
Michigan, helping hundreds of thou-
sands of students stay active and
make better food choices,” said
Lynda Rossi, senior vice president of
Strategy and Public Affairs at Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.

“As schools implement healthier
initiatives, we’re seeing the benefits
extend beyond the classroom as well.
On average, students that take part in
this program report that they are
more active, burn more calories and
eat more fruits and vegetables than
their peers.” 

Catering to the unique needs of dif-
fering age groups and learning envi-
ronments, schools were given three
Building Healthy Communities
opportunities to choose from:

*Engaging Elementary Schools
through Partnership (elementary
schools): Healthy habits start young,
and the elementary school program
helps establish the knowledge and
behaviors needed for a healthy
lifestyle.

This program provides curriculums

and resources that educate students
through classroom lessons and phys-
ical education; create a healthy, sup-
portive environment that makes the
healthy choice the easy choice;
encourage students to practice les-
sons learned in the classroom;
increase access to physical activity;
and increase access to healthy, nutri-
ent-rich food and beverages.

*Engaging Middle Schools through
Project Healthy Schools (middle
schools): Project Healthy Schools
targets students when they are at an
age of increasing autonomy to give
them the information and opportuni-
ty to make healthy choices that will
lead to healthy habits throughout
life.

The middle school program helps
establish a healthy school environ-
ment that supports higher levels of
academic achievement by building
or energizing a school wellness team
and selecting a wellness champion;
assessing the school health environ-
ment and making a plan for improve-
ment; educating students and
empowering them to make healthy
food and physical activity choices.

*Step-Up for School Wellness (K-
12):  This program provides stu-
dents, teachers and administrators
with the tools they need to create a
healthy school environment that sup-
ports a culture of wellness. It is a
customizable program that gives
schools the resources to identify
needs and pick solutions from two
focus areas: physical activity and
physical education, and healthy eat-
ing and nutrition education.

$$$���  !���!������

�����������������!������"�! �����


������	�����

��
���������������

����������
�� ���
����

���#����� ��%���!���

�
�	����������������	��
�#����� ���������� �������!"� �

��%����� ��������%�������
��#� !���!�������� ���� ���

��������������	��
���� �����
����������

�����	������ ��$!����
���
�������������������
������� �	��

 ��� ����!�"�����!����������

�����������

to have taken place Friday at the
Polish American Hall outside of
Caro. A team of 10 workers was
coordinated and ready to do the
recount before it was halted.

Of the 40,814 registered voters in
the county, 26,142 cast ballots for a
turnout of 64.05 percent. Donald
Trump received 17,100 votes and
Hillary Clinton received 7,429 votes.

“Even though, a recount is a
process that can be exercised, it has
been proven to not change the num-
ber of votes that much,” Fetting said,
adding the last week’s court ruling
saved Tuscola County money.

“I was estimating the cost (of the
recount) to be just over $5,000, with
only receiving about $3,500 in reim-
bursement,” said Fetting. She noted
the estimated does not include the
time she spent over the last week
preparing for the recount. “My days
were dedicated to conference calls,
contacting local clerks, contacting
recount team members, planning and
organizing.

“The only other expense incurred
besides my time was supplies, which
were less than $250.”

As with any legal decision, an
appeal is possible. However, the
Electoral College is scheduled to
meet Dec. 19 to officially cast votes
for president.

According to Michigan Attorney
General Bill Schuette, the judges’
decision to stop the recount is a vic-
tory for the state’s taxpayers.
“Our state of Michigan judicial sys-

tem and the State Board of
Canvassers protected Michigan tax-
payers from a frivolous recount that
would have cost millions of more tax
dollars a day,” Schuette said in a
press release.

Recount over
Continued from page one.

Not too late for flu vaccine
THUMB — Don’t let a surprise gift of the flu keep you from spending time
with family and friends this holiday season.  The Tuscola County Health
Department wants to remind everyone that it’s not too late to get the flu vac-
cine.

Getting the flu vaccine is the most important step in protecting yourself
against influenza.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
recommends that everyone ages six months and older get the flu vaccine
every year. People at high risk for flu related complications include small
children, pregnant women, people over age 65, and those with certain med-
ical conditions such as asthma, heart disease, and diabetes.  

The Tuscola County Health Department has appointments available
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.; walk-in service is avail-
able also. The department bills all insurance companies, and Medicare pays
100 percent of flu and pneumonia vaccines.  For Tuscola County residents
ages 60 to 64 with no insurance, the flu vaccine is covered through the
Tuscola County senior millage funds.

For an appointment, call (989) 673-8116 or 989-673-1680.

Student privacy focus of bills
The Michigan Senate Thursday gave final approval to bills sponsored by

Sen. Phil Pavlov (R-Saint Clair Township) to protect student privacy and
regulate how student data is shared.
Senate Bill 33 would regulate how the Michigan Department of Education,

the state Center for Educational Performance and Information (CEPI), and
school districts collect, store and disclose student data and prohibit them
from selling personally identifiable information in a student’s education
records to any for-profit business. The bill also requires disclosure to par-
ents, upon request, about how their students’ data is or could be shared.

SB 510 would create the Student Online Personal Protection Act. The law
would establish a number of requirements for operators of K-12 Internet
websites, online services, online applications and mobile applications.

These websites, online services and applications would be prohibited from
using targeted advertising, building a profile about a student, selling a stu-
dent’s information and disclosing information about the student unless it’s
for legal, regulatory, judicial or safety reasons.

Both bills are on their way to the governor’s desk for signatures.

Kingston Days group to meet
KINGSTON — The next meeting of the Kingston Days Committee is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4, at the village hall.

Newly elected to be sworn in
CARO – Newly-elected officials in Tuscola County will be sworn in during
a ceremony set for Tuesday, Jan. 1, with Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge
Amy Grace Gierhart doing the honors at the courthouse in Caro.

County meet date rescheduled
CARO — The Tuscola County Board of Commissioners will conduct its
reorganizational meeting Wednesday, Jan. 3, starting at 9 a.m. at the Purdy
Building, 125 W. Lincoln St., Caro.
During the meeting, the board will elect a chairman and vice chairman, and

set the day and time for regular and committee meetings.

Right to Life ceremony Jan. 15
CARO — The annual Tuscola County Right to Life Sanctity of Life memo-
rial ceremony is set for 3 p.m. Jan. 15, on the steps of the courthouse in Caro.
The memorial ceremony generally lasts about 15 to 30 minutes, depending

on the weather. The guest speaker will be Chris Howard, pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Caro.

After the event, there will be refreshments at the Blessing Center, 213 N.
State St., Caro.

--Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

Caseville bags state rec grant
Gov. Rick Snyder last week

applauded the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund board for its
submission of grant recommenda-
tions for recreational development
and land acquisition projects to the
state Legislature.

The grants include $296,000 ear-
marked for development of the first
universally accessible kayak/canoe
launch along Lake Huron’s 139-mile
Thumb water trail.
The grant was recommended for the

city of Caseville, which proposed a
project to improve water access at

Pointe Park, located at the conflu-
ence of the Pigeon River and Lake
Huron. All proposed improvements
– fishing stations, educational kiosks
(focused on bird migrations and
Lake Huron fish species), parking,
beach access matting and
canoe/kayak launch — are to be
accessible to all.
“For 40 years, the Michigan Natural

Resources Trust Fund has provided
opportunities to Michiganders to
experience our state’s world-class
natural resources. These recommen-
dations reflect that ongoing commit-
ment to a better quality of life for
Michigan citizens in every part of
our state,” Snyder said.

The board’s recommendations total
more than $47.6 million for projects
in 2017, including $19.9 million in
recreational development and $27.7
million in land acquisition projects.

Of the $27.7 million recommended
to fund acquisition projects, $19.9
million would be awarded to local
units of government, while the
remaining $7.8 million would be
awarded to the Department of
Natural Resources. Of the $19.9 mil-
lion recommended to fund develop-
ment grants, $17.9 million would
support 79 local government projects
and $2 million would support eight
DNR projects.

In 2016, the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund celebrated 40
years of funding high-quality out-
door recreation opportunities for
Michigan residents and visitors.
Over the past four decades, the Trust
Fund has granted more than $1 bil-
lion to state and local units of gov-
ernment to develop and improve out-
door recreation opportunities in all
83 counties.

“The board’s grant recommenda-
tions reflect the long-standing tradi-
tion of the Trust Fund’s support of
healthy lifestyles, public recreation
and regional economies,” said DNR
Director Keith Creagh. “The Trust
Fund is truly a unique treasure and
we look forward to the continuing
support it will provide Michigan
communities.”
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Dorothy Knight  

Dorothy Knight, age 97, of Cass City, passed away, Friday, December 9, 2016 at Satchell’s Christian Retirement
Home, Caro. Dorothy was born February 22, 1919 in Bentley, the daughter of the late William and Evelana (Peters)
Eaton. 

She was a member of Trinity Methodist Church, now Cass City United Methodist Church, she sang in the church
choir, was a foster grandparent at Cass City Public Schools and Headstart, was active in Big Brothers/Big Sisters,
enjoyed reading, sewing, music and most of all time with family, especially her grandchildren. 

Dorothy is survived by her daughter, Susan (Edward) Stoutenberg of Cass City, four grandchildren, Matt, Nick
(Jennifer), Jarod and Jeff and great granddaughter, Aubrie. She was predeceased by a son, Timothy Knight and 8
brothers and sisters. 
A committal service will be held in the chapel at Elkland Township Cemetery at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 13,

2016. 
Pastor Jackie Roe of Cass City United Methodist Church will officiate. Burial is in Elkland Township Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Cass City United Methodist Church. 
Please share condolences at www.thabetfuneralhome.com 
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

Ann Milligan

Ann Marie Milligan, 84, of Cass City, died unexpectedly Wednesday, December 7, 2016 in her home.  She was
born December 31, 1931 at home on the farm to Howard and Irene (Rich) Bright in Sandusky.  

Ann graduated from Sandusky High School and in her earlier years worked
in the Sandusky Courthouse.  She accepted a position at Walbro Corporation
and continued her career as a dedicated employee for over 30 years.  Ann
was a member of the Cass City Business and Professional Women for sev-
eral years.  She enjoyed going on bus trips and tours to see plays.  Ann was
a member of the Cass City United Methodist Church.    

Ann is survived by her children: daughter, Debra Ann Milligan of
Marysville; son, Frederick William  Milligan III  of Pigeon; granddaughter,
Christina Marie Bieri of Caseville;  great granddaughters:  Natalie Ann
Bieri, Raelyn Nicole Bieri; sister, Phyllis Irene Snyder of Port Huron; sister
in law, Bonnie Bright of Deckerville, many nieces and nephews.  She is pre-
ceded in death by her brothers:  Ardell Bright, Donald Bright, Robert Bright. 
Funeral service held 11 a.m. Monday, December 12, 2016 in Kranz Funeral

Home, Cass City with Rev. Jackie Roe of Cass City United Methodist
Church officiating.  Memorials may be made to Family Discretionary Fund.
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the fami-
ly at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

June Perlaki

June May Perlaki, age 89, of Marlette, Michigan passed away on Sunday,
December 4, 2016 with her family by her side. 
Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 AM Friday, December 9, 2016 at Our

Savior Lutheran Church in Marlette with visitation from 10:00 AM until
time of service, with Pastors David Sutton and Steve Bangel officiating.
Memorials may be made to Our Savior Lutheran Church School.
She was born July 15, 1927 in Heidelberg Township, PA to the late William

and Anna (Wandrei) Gundrum. June married William Perlaki in Bellaire,
Maryland. She enjoyed her flowers, taking walks, reading her bible every
morning and spending time with family and friends. 
June is survived by daughters, Elizabeth (Allen) Minder and Mary Trewyn;
sons, William (Robin) Perlaki and Martin Perlaki; a brother, William (Carol)
Gundrum; and one sister, Betty Leedy; 18 grandchildren, several great
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband, William Perlaki; daughter,
Bonnie Gabler; son, James Perlaki; four brothers, two sisters and one grand-
child.

You may share your online condolences at www.marshfuneral.com
Arrangements were made by Marsh Funeral Chapel of Marlette.
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Wynes publish own book

secondary English teacher.
“We moved to Cass City from Nashville, Mich. — Maple Valley Schools

— in 1967 and taught there two years,” Mary Ellen recalled.
“We took the job because of the opportunity for Jim to coach varsity base-

ball and basketball, and because there were teaching openings in both of our
major fields,” she said.  “Jim taught government and American history, 11th
and 12th grades, and I taught English, ninth and 11th grades.

“Jim’s fondest memory of his coaching career was the night John Maharg
scored 44 points....a record that still stands, I think,” Mary Ellen added.

“Cass City was such a friendly town that it was easy to become acquaint-
ed and feel a part of it. We developed many friendships quickly, some so spe-
cial that we keep in touch today, 47 years later,” she said.  “We bought our
first house there, on Church Street. We were impressed with the thriving
downtown area, the industrial park, solid family structure, good work ethic,
and enjoyable teaching staff and students — quintessential small town
America.”

The Wynes left the community after two years because Jim was offered an
opportunity to return to Maple Valley Schools as the junior-senior high
school principal.  

Today, the couple have come full circle and are enjoying retirement in Mt.
Pleasant, the town where it all began.

Jim earned a Master of Arts Degree in history at CMU and has continued
to read and learn about his favorite subject. Mary Ellen says her love of the
English language and puzzles made putting together a crossword puzzle
book a perfect collaborative effort.

While the Wynes say some of the 50 puzzles featured in the book will chal-
lenge even serious students of history with topics that include Imperial
Russia, Germany 1919-1945 and military leaders, other themes require more
general knowledge, such as The Golden Age of Radio and Early Stars of the
Silver Screen.

As a salute to their roots, they have included puzzles about Michigan,
Isabella County and Central Michigan University.

Mary Ellen said the book should appeal to those with a strong interest and
background in history and geography.

“We have included facts within many of the clues so that puzzle solvers
will be enlightened as well as entertained,” Jim added.

The book is available at the CMU bookstore or by contacting the Wynes
directly at historycrosswords@gmail.com.

PICTURED above is the cover of Jim and Mary

Ellen Wynes’ recently-published crossward book.
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Continued from page one.

Lubaczewski closes family tree farm operation

1969.
“My dad wanted to plant trees.  He

planted probably 10,000 – mostly
pines, but a few spruce, too,” he said.
“I was 15, sitting on the planter.  I
think it took us close to four or five
days to plant those trees. I was won-

dering why in the heck do you want
to do this?

“He was going to retire and he
thought he would sell trees on the
side,” Lubaczewski said of his dad,
who started out farming and then
went into the real estate business as a
salesman.

About seven years later, in 1976,

the tree farm opened for business,
offering fresh-cut Christmas trees for
$10 each. At the time, Ted, then 22,
was living in Frankenmuth and was-
n’t involved in the tree farm.  A self-
employed carpenter/painter, he
decided to get more involved in the
family business after marrying in
1978.  Within a couple years, he was
largely running the operation and
looking at expanding.
“I started planting more spruce, try-

ing to get away from the pines,
because the pines are just way too
much work,” he said.

“Dad passed away in 1998 and
mom in 2007,” noted Lubaczewski,
who with his wife, Linda, raised
their own family, with their sons,
Nick and Bret, growing up learning
about the Christmas tree business
just as their father did before them.
“They worked their butts off here
every weekend, trimming trees,” he
said.

While younger generations of the
Lubaczewski family helped to keep
the business running for 40 years, the
family amassed a loyal clientele,
with customers returning year after
year during the Christmas season.

Count Roby among them.  The
Pontiac native, who moved to the
Thumb with her family the same
year Walt Lubaczewski started plant-
ing trees, recalled she was 15 or 16
when she first became acquainted
with the Lubaczewski family.

“We’ve been getting trees from
Lubaczewskis for years.  It was
always a treat for me.  I just love it,”
she said.  “They knew me as the
‘horse lady’ with the Charlie Brown
tree, because I always wanted the
Charlie Brown tree – I wanted the
tree that nobody wanted.”

Roby said someone at the farm
would take visitors out on the prop-
erty in a pickup truck to pick out
their own tree.

“It was a family operation, it was
fun, it was close,” she said. “There
was a friendship there – at Christmas
you knew you were going to see
them.

While Lubaczewski acknowledged
there’s a profound sadness in closing
after so many years of making mem-
ories, he’s also quick to say he’s
overwhelmed when he thinks about
all of the family members and
friends who pitched in to make those
memories possible.
“A lot of friends helped me out here

– they helped sell trees, shake them,
wrap them and load them,” he said.
“This family business could not be
run without them.”

Of course, the Lubaczewski family
isn’t alone in savoring some wonder-
ful recollections of what has been a
Christmas tradition for many in the
Thumb.

“It’s kind of sad that they’re going
to be closed,” Roby commented last
week.
“It was not just a business for them;

they developed a lot of friends,” she
said.  “They made it fun, they made
it a memory.”
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Reggie Ignash  
protects all your

moments and more

(989) 872-4432 | 6505 Main St., Cass City
ReggieIgnashAgency.com | rignash@fbinsmi.com 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar 

Seasonal Employee Team 
and earn extra money this fall. 

 
Applications are available NOW 
at our Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing 

and Croswell factories 
 

In Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell, 
applications may be picked up at 

the Agriculture Offices 
 

For more information 
about  how to apply, please call 

1-877-41-SUGAR. 
 

Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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CASS CITY’S JIM Heiser has donated a complete train set that will be pre-

sented to the winner of a raffle organized by officials at Rawson Memorial

District Library in Cass City.  Tickets are 50 cents each and can be purchased

at the library.  The drawing is scheduled for noon Tuesday, Dec. 20, and you

need not be present to win. Proceeds from the event will be used to purchase

children’s books.

Continued from page one.

Foundation distributes grants

*$5,000 to Great Start Tuscola Imaginary (to purchase books for children
in county).
*$4,000 to Vassar Public Schools (to purchase a digital video broadcast stu-

dio).
*$3,000 to Unionville-Sebewaing Robotics Team (to support robotics pro-

gram).
Future Youth Involvement (FYI) Fund:
*$13,190 to the Mayville Area Museum of History (to restore West Dayton

School for future generations).
*$3,000 to Reese Public Schools Robotics Team (to support team and

robotics program).
*$600 to Tuscola Intermediate School District (TISD)/Transitions Network

(to support Transitions Day for 60-plus high school juniors with diverse abil-
ities).

*$2,500 to Cass City Junior-Senior High School (to support STEM –
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math – programs with the purchase
of a 3-D printer).

*$250 to Cass City Junior-Senior High School (to purchase a camera lens
for publications class).

*$1,200 to Cass City Junior-Senior High School (to purchase sanitary
drinking foundation/water bottle filling station for students).

*$250 to Mayville High School (to support math/physics day at Cedar
Point).
*$3,920 to Tuscola County Circuit Court (to support arts program and com-

munity garden/park for kids).
*$250 to Mayville High School Cheerleading Program (to support gymnas-

tics).
*$1,000 to FYI (to support a 5K walk/run as a community service project).
Carl Fritz Cancer Transportation Fund:
*$1,100 for transportation support for Thumb area residents to receive can-

cer treatments.
Connections Human Service Fund:
*$1,186 to support area guardian services.
William and Joanne Kaiser Fund:

*$2,500 to the Millington Ministerial Alliance (to support needy of
Millington area).
*$2,500 to St. Paul Lutheran Church (to support needy of Millington area).
Anne S. Laethem Fund:
*$500 to the Tuscola County Fair Association (for Heritage Hall roof

repair).
James Plain Sports Foundation:
*$200 to Edge Fastpitch 2003 (to support fast pitch program).
*$1,000 to Mayville High School (to support baseball field renovations).
Tuscola’s Great Start Imagination Library:
*$23,418 (pass-through fund to provide books to children throughout the

county).
Rawson Foundation:
*$2,236 to Child Fund International (to support international programs for

needy children).
*$7,200 to Central Michigan University (to support college tuition for six

Cass City High School graduates).
Dale and Patricia Wingert Fund:
*Amount to be announced to support Mayville community food assistance

program.
Tuscola County Community Foundation Executive Director Ken Micklash

said roughly $94,000 of grants from the William and Ruth Janks Fund, the
Claude and Etta Andrews Fund and the Future Youth Involvement Fund
were slated to be distributed Monday at the Tuscola ISD Administrative
Office in Caro.

“To-date, more than $3.5 million in grants and scholarships have been
awarded from the funds since TCCF’s beginning,” Micklash noted.

The Tuscola County Community Foundation was founded in 1998 with
three funds.  Today, foundation officials oversee more than 90 funds –
roughly half of them scholarships.  The foundation boasts assets of more
than $11 million, with combined annual distributions of about $450,000 via
spring and fall grant cycles.

The foundation’s combined assets include more than $900,000 in funds
established by Cass City area residents and organizations.

Christmas in the village

Sponsors

Cass City Chamber of Commerce

Special Thanks to: 
Captured by Christine for taking all of the children’s pictures with Santa

Knights Insurance Agency for sponsoring the Chili Cook-Off
McDonald’s for Sponsoring Breakfast with Santa

Thumb National Bank for Sponsoring all three free movies at the Cass Theatre
VFW Post #3644 for the use of their hall for Breakfast with Santa and the Community Gathering

Biddinger & Bitzer, PLLC
JW Hunt

McDonald's
Harris & Co

Hills & Dales Gen. Hosp.
Bert & Holly Althaver
Cass City Oil & Gas

Cass City Gavel Club
Chemical Bank

ProGraphix
The Rotary Club of Cass City

Walther Farms

All Pets Vet Clinic
ATBD CPA’s
Baker College

Cass City Chronicle
d/s Services

Jim & Judy Brown
Northwood Lake Condo Assoc.

Thumb Aggregate Sales
Tee-Hee Candles & Tobacco Shoppe

Curtis Chrysler - Dodge - Jeep
Kelly & Company
Milligan Farms

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Bronze
Al & Barb Hutchinson ~ Angel’s Hair Studio ~ Bill & Jan Kritzman ~ Cass Theatre

Copeland Insurance ~ Jim & Joyce Turner ~ Jim & Linda Heiser ~ Tom & Ann Craig
Mr Chips Food Stores ~ Ken & Theresa Micklash ~ Ken Martin Electric ~ Danco Construction

Thank
You


