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by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The first order of business for the
newly-elected members of Almer
Charter Township and Ellington
Township boards was to immediate-
ly call special meetings last week.

The two townships held back to
back meetings Tuesday at the
Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.
Ellington officials met at 5:30 p.m.,
and Almer officials at 7 p.m. Both
boards made similar motions to slow
NextEra Energy Resources’ $200
million Tuscola III wind develop-
ment project that previous board
members had started to put into
place.

During their separate meetings,
Ellington and Almer township offi-
cials each approved hiring attorney
Mike Homier from Foster Swift
Collins and Smith, both townships
approved an ordinance imposing a

2 townships
vote to slow
development
of wind farm

Pupil objects
to assigned
reading in
English class

Status of

new store

boils over

at meeting

THE CASS CITY Community Thanksgiving Dinner crew (above) made good

use of the food generously donated to the event by area service clubs, church-

es, businesses and others.  This year’s meal served more than 200 people.  See

story, page 4. (Photo courtesy of Brian and Janice Williams)

Christmas in the Village
Annual holiday extravaganza set to kick off this weekend

Please turn to page 8.

Stickle remembered as a caring,
dedicated educator in Cass City

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Robert “Bob” Stickle wasn’t a towering figure of a
man in the physical sense, but his presence command-
ed respect from his students during a career in educa-
tion that spanned three decades.

He was also known as a quiet and respected contrib-
utor to the Cass City community and to his nation,
having been among the U.S. military forces that
invaded Normandy, although he shied away from
talking about his experiences during the war.

Stickle died last week following a lengthy illness. A
longtime local educator, active community member
and World War II veteran, he was 92.

“I just remember having a great deal of respect for
him,” Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel said of

Stickle, who was principal of the former Cass City
Intermediate School when Hartel was a student. “He
wasn’t a real big guy, but
you definitely didn’t mess
with Mr. Stickle.  You
knew he meant business.
“He was a nice guy. I had

many great conversations
with him,” Hartel added,
noting Stickle was active
in local service clubs as
well as volunteering for
school track meets and
other activities. “This was
his home, and he wanted
to do everything he could

Please turn to page 8.

Bob Stickle

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A high school junior’s objections to
material in a pair of books assigned
in an English class dominated dis-
cussion during an hour-long meeting
of the Cass City Board of Education
meeting Monday night.

Cass City junior Shaylee Ponder
and her mother, Louise Ponder,
appeared before the board to address
what Shaylee described as concerns
about two books – entitled “Rumble
Fish” and “Taming the Star Runner”,
both authored by S. E. Hinton.  She
said the books, assigned in veteran
English teacher Jane Reif’s class-
room, contain some violence, pro-
fanity and references to sex and drug
use.

Shaylee told the board she feels the
books promote disrespect for author-
ity and are poor examples of the type
of behavior school officials want to
see in students.

Louise Ponder indicated she’s also
concerned in light of the exposure to
negative influences students
encounter every day via television
and social networking websites such
as Facebook and Twitter.

“If I can spare my child some of

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Frustrations over an originally-pro-
posed $4 million grocery store on
Main Street reached a boiling point
Monday night in front of a capacity
crowd at the regular monthly meet-
ing of the Cass City Village Council.

At the forefront of the discussions
were long-time influential village
leaders Clarence Schneeberger and
Lambert Althaver.

Schneeberger, owner of
Schneeberger Furniture and
Appliance in Cass City, was first to
address the council.
“How is the grocery store coming?”

he asked, adding, “I’m wondering if
the Texas man has put anything
down or is it just talk?
Schneeberger was referring to Mark

Molter, the 44-year-old Texan native
who has plans to build a 21,000-
square-foot structure just east of the
municipal building, in the heart of
the downtown.

The new store will have two
entrances, one on Main Street and
the other on Oak Street.  The multi-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Christmas season will kick into
high gear this weekend in Cass City
as the Cass City Chamber of
Commerce once again hosts its
annual Christmas in the Village cele-
bration.

A full day of holiday activities are
planned for Saturday, Dec. 3, starting
with the annual Christmas in the
Village Craft Show, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Cass City High School.
There is no admission fee, but visi-
tors are asked to bring a non-perish-
able food item or $1 to donate to the
Revive Ministries Food Pantry in
Cass City.
Also on tap Saturday is the popular

Breakfast with Santa event, starting
at 9 a.m. at the Cass City VFW Hall.
Children ages 11 and under are
admitted free ($2 for adults and chil-
dren ages 12 and older). 
The community’s always hotly con-

test chili cook-off, sponsored by
Knights Insurance Agency, Cass
City, will get underway at 11 a.m. at
local businesses.  Area residents are
encouraged to purchase a judging
ballot and then taste and judge as
many chili samples as they like
through 3 p.m., when the ballots will
be collected and counted, and this
year’s chili champion(s) crowned.

Amy Peters of Knights Insurance
Agency says there are few changes
in store for this year’s 13th annual
competition.

Each business this year registered
their signature chilis in one of three
categories – Best Tasting, Most
Creative, and Zesty and Spicy – and
those chilis will be judged only in
the category chosen by the business-

es.
There will also be a “Chili for

Charity” category at the Cass City
Municipal Building at the corner of
Main and Seeger streets, where non-
business groups, such as service
clubs, will offer their own brand of
chilis and the winner will pass its
proceeds on to its favorite local char-
ity. 
Also, all judging ballots will be sold

only at the municipal building, with
tickets prices set at $5 for those ages
12 and under and $1 for the younger
tasters. The ballots will be counted
and the winners announced at the
municipal building at about 3:30
p.m. 

The businesses have donated items
for a gift basket to be awarded via a
drawing among those who taste
every one of the chilis.  Gifts will
also be awarded through a second
drawing among the same number of
tasters as there are participating busi-
nesses in the contest.

Also returning Saturday will be the
first of three free matinees at the
Cass Theatre, which will be showing
“Epic”.  The doors open at 1:30 p.m.
and the movie, sponsored by Thumb
National Bank, is slated to begin at 2
p.m.

The second free matinee is sched-
uled for Saturday, Dec. 10, when
“Shrek the Third” will be shown, and
the third free matinee will be
Saturday, Dec. 17, featuring “How to
Train Your Dragon II”.  Both mati-
nees will also begin at 2 p.m.
Among the highlights of this week-

end’s festivities will be the annual
Lighted Christmas Parade, which
annually marks Santa’s first town-
wide appearance of the season in
Cass City.  The parade will begin at
the football field at 6 p.m. and end at
the Cass City VFW Hall Saturday.
Anyone with questions about the
parade is encouraged to contact Judy
Keller, chamber administrator, at
(989) 670-1401.
Afterwards, a community gathering

will take place at the VFW Hall,
where everyone is invited to enjoy
free hot bean soup, hot cocoa and
snacks.  There will also be free car-
riage rides and free photos with
Santa and free children’s crafts, and
kids ages 11 and under will receive a
small gift.

This year’s annual eighth grade
Washington, D.C., trip fundraiser –
Santa’s Workshop – will be held
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
10, in the Cass City Elementary
School cafeteria and will feature a
soup and bake sales, raffle drawing
for adults and gift items for students
to buy (prices range from 25 cents to
$5).
In addition, the Tom Thumb Singers

will present a Christmas concert
Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. at the Cass City
United Methodist Church.  A repeat
performance is set for Sunday, Dec.
11, starting at 3 p.m., also at the Cass
City United Methodist Church. Free-
will offerings will be taken.

Rotary Club’s Christmas for Kids
campaign underway in the village

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Christmas is still 25 days away, but
it isn’t too soon to help ensure a
merry Christmas for Cass City area
youngsters whose families are strug-
gling financially.

Towards that end, members of the
Cass City Rotary Club are gearing

up for their 18th annual Christmas
for Kids campaign, a project focused
on collecting toys, clothing, books
and other items that will be distrib-
uted next month to families living in
the Cass area.

As always, Curtis Chrysler Dodge
Jeep Ram, 6617 Main St., Cass City,
will serve as the Christmas for Kids
campaign headquarters, according to

Emily Phillips-Lasceski, now in her
second year as chairman of the local
Rotary Club’s toy campaign.

This year’s effort is already under-
way, with Rotary officials having
designated a few locations in town to
collect donations.  They include the
Chemical Bank, Independent Bank
and Thumb National Bank branches

Please turn to page 16.
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DANNY ALLEN, pictured in center, owner of Dan’s Fireplace and Stove of

Cass City, was recently honored with a special tribute presented by state

Senator Mike Green, left, for his lifelong hard work, dedication and service to

the community. Allen and his wife of 54 years Patricia, right, have 3 children,

David, Patricia and Melanie; 9 grandchildren; and 3 great-grandchildren. He

graduated from Kingston High School and shortly after joined the Air Force.

He then graduated from Lackland Air Base as a 46th ADF Bomarc Missile

mechanical technician. He served four years in the Air Force at McGuire Air

Force Base, N.J. 

Owen-Gage announces students of the month
The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-

dents of the month for November is
“Respectful of Others”.  A student
who is respectful of others cares

about others and their property,
demonstrates courtesy, cooperates
with others, and accepts differences
in others.  He or she also interacts

appropriately with others.  
The following students have been

chosen: Sierra Miller, first grade
(elementary level), daughter of
Christopher and Melissa Miller; Erin
Morrish, sixth grade (junior high
level), daughter of Mark Morrish and
Janet Abfalter: Aaron Fahrner,
eleventh grade (high school level),
son of Charles and Terry Fahrner;
and David Binder, twelfth grade
(senior student), son of Mark and
Diane Binder.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,

David Binder.  David has been very
active in sports throughout high
school and has won several awards.
He’s been a member of the football,
basketball, and baseball teams every
year.  He has also been a member of
the high school band each year and
serves as the band president.  David
was inducted into the Owen-Gage
Chapter of the National Honor
Society as a sophomore.  He served
as the chapter’s secretary his junior
year and currently is the president.
Other class offices David has held
are: student council representative as
a freshman, class vice-president as a
sophomore, and class treasurer his
junior and senior years.

David has been on the honor roll
and a member of the 3.0 Honors
Club all throughout high school.  He
was a snowball representative his
freshman year and a homecoming
representative his sophomore and
junior years.  As a junior, he also was
a member of the prom committee
and was chosen as prom prince.  As
a senior, David was a homecoming
king candidate.  He’s also a member
of the yearbook staff and the Post-
Secondary Action Council (PAC)
Squad.  The past two years, David
has attended the Huron Area
Technical Center enrolled in the
Automotive Technology program.

David plans to attend Central
Michigan University to pursue a
degree in mechanical engineering.

Sierra Miller Erin Morrish

Aaron Fahrner

David Binder
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Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

Making the grade in grade school

U.S. Name all the republics of Europe and give the
capital of each. 8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder
than the Pacific in the same latitude?  9. Describe the
process by which the water of the ocean returns to the
sources of rivers. 10. Describe the movements of the
earth. Give the inclination of the earth.

No wonder most people years ago “only completed
the eighth grade.” They had one heck of an education.

Reading through the test eighth graders had to take
made me realize how lucky I am to have graduated
from college a couple of times, because in 1895 I
wouldn’t have graduated eighth grade!

Here’s your chance
to play Santa Claus

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Members of the Cass City Rotary Club work to ensure
dozens of area youngster aren’t disappointed on Christmas
morning each year by collecting donations of cash and
toys, which they use to create wonderful holiday memories
for those families struggling to make ends meet.

The local club’s efforts – including shopping, wrapping,
organizing and packing gifts and clothing for all ages –
largely go unnoticed.

But you can bet there isn’t enough room on this planet to
hold the gratitude their time and work yields come
Christmas morning as youngsters find those packages with
their names on them under the tree.
It’s the sort of project that has defined Cass City as a car-

ing community.  Not just because the work has its own
reward in an undeniable feeling that only comes when giv-
ing from the heart, but also because everyone can share in
that feeling by simply offering to do what they can to lend
a hand.

And you don’t have to have $50 or $100 to spare to do
that.

Rotary Club members would gladly accept the extra $5
you have in your wallet or at the bottom of your purse, and
no one’s going to reject that extra pair of warm gloves or
boots you snatched up at a bargain price while shopping
for your own family.  Don’t have anything to give? Call the
folks at Curtis Chrysler in town – headquarters for the
Christmas for Kids project – and ask if there’s something
you could do to help out.

Donations, of course, are at the heart of Christmas for
Kids, but the tradition also offers families a great oppor-
tunity to start a Christmas tradition of their own, by pick-
ing out something together to donate towards the effort.

In case you’re wondering, Christmas for Kids targets
families residing in the Cass City School District, with
referrals for families coming from local school officials,
among other sources in the area.

You’re welcome to drop off your donations at Curtis
Chrysler anytime during regular business hours; Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.  Cash donations should also be taken to the
local dealership.  More information is available by calling
(989) 872-2184.

Now in its 18th year, Christmas for Kids in recent years
has typically served 100 or more families – that’s 200 to
300 youths – annually.

“You’re helping the families, but really you’re helping
kids during the holidays,” Emily Phillips, who is in her
second year of serving as coordinator of the Cass City
Rotary Club’s toys campaign, has said of the effort.
“Everybody wants to spread some cheer, and this is one
way.”

Well said.
And as we noted, area residents can be a part of this proj-

ect by getting involved, but you’ll need to get that donation
in soon, because distribution day – like Christmas itself —
will be here before you know it.  In fact, organizers are
hoping to have all donations in by Monday, Dec. 12, as
they prepare to distribute the Christmas packages to fam-
ilies a little earlier than usual this year (Friday, Dec. 16).
You can be sure your contribution will be put to good use

and be appreciated, probably by someone you’ve never
even met, but who will never forget the thought and gen-
erosity behind the gesture.

Taking part in this year’s toy campaign will also make
your Christmas special, too.  After all, is there any better
way to celebrate this season of giving?

Because I’ve written and read about one-room
country schools over the last few months, my mind
has been flooded with a lot of memories.

I was part of the last eighth-grade class to graduate
from the Columbia Corners School in the 1960s. I
went on to graduate from high school and graduated
from a couple of different colleges (I kept changing
my mind when it came to deciding what I wanted to
be when I grew up.)

My father and mother both “only graduated eighth
grade” — a statement often said with disdain.
However, I’ve realized the education they earned in
that brief time was a very good one.

I don’t remember having to take tests in order to
graduate from eighth grade, but back in the day,
extensive testing was done. The following is a copy
of the 1895 test that eighth grade students had to take
and pass in order to graduate:

*Grammar (Time: one hour)
1. Give nine rules for the use of capital letters. 2.

Name the parts of speech and define those that have
no modifications.  3. Define verse, stanza and para-
graph 4. What are the principal parts of a verb? Give
principal parts of lie, play, and run.  5. Define case;
illustrate each case. 6. What is punctuation? Give
rules for principal marks of punctuation. 7 - 10. Write
a composition of about 150 words and show therein
that you understand the practical use of the rules of
grammar.

*Arithmetic (Time: one hour, 15 minutes)
1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of

Arithmetic. 2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long,
and 3 ft. wide. How many bushels of wheat will it
hold? 3. If a load of wheat weighs 3,942 lbs., what is
it worth at 50 cents/bushel, deducting 1,050 lbs. For
tare?  4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000.
What is the necessary levy to carry on a school seven
months at $50 per month, and have $104 for inciden-
tals?  5. Find the cost of 6,720 lbs. coal at $6 per ton.
6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18
days at 7 percent.  7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12
inches wide and 16 ft. long at $20 per meter? 8. Find
bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10
percent. 9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15
per acre, the distance of which is 640 rods? 10. Write
a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt.

*U.S. History (Time: 45 minutes)
1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divid-

ed 2. Give an account of the discovery of America by
Columbus  3. Relate the causes and results of the
Revolutionary War. 4. Show the territorial growth of
the United States  5. Tell what you can of the history
of Michigan  6. Describe three of the most prominent
battles of the Rebellion. 7. Who were the following:
Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and
Howe? 8. Name events connected with the following
dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, 1865.

*Orthography (Time: one hour)
1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, pho-

netic, orthography, etymology, syllabication 2. What
are elementary sounds? How classified? 3. What are
the following, and give examples of each: trigraph,
subvocals, diphthong, cognate letters, linguals  4.
Give four substitutes for caret ‘U.’ 5. Give two rules
for spelling words with final ‘e.’ Name two excep-
tions under each rule. 6. Give two uses of silent let-
ters in spelling. Illustrate each. 7. Define the follow-
ing prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi,
dismis, pre, semi, post, non, inter, mono, sup. 8.
Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the fol-
lowing, and name the sign that indicates the sound:
card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last.
9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site,
sight, fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, raise,
rays. 10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced
and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical
marks. And by syllabication.

*Geography (Time: one hour)
1. What is climate? Upon what does climate

depend? 2. How do you account for the extremes of
climate in Michigan?  3. Of what use are rivers? Of
what use is the ocean? 4. Describe the mountains of
North America  5. Name and describe the following:
Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon,
St. Helena, Juan Fernandez, Aspinwall and Orinoco
6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the

Local residents Sharon and Larry Robinson, who

are in their third year of coordinating the

Operation Christmas Child collection relay center

headquartered at the Cass City Missionary

Church, report this year’s effort was a wonderful

success.

Operation Christmas Child is a global project in

which volunteers collect, sort and ship donated

shoeboxes filled with Christmas gifts for young-

sters around the world.

“Our Relay Center at Cass City Missionary

Church turned in 1,535 shoeboxes donated from

12 churches and 12 individuals,” Sharon

Robinson reported last week.

“We were no. one of the 10 Relay Centers that

sent boxes to the Lakeport Collection Center,” she

added.  “The total there was 11,566 (shoeboxes)

from the Greater Thumb Area.”

A job well done by the Robinsons along with

everyone who donated and volunteered their time

to help ensure many youngsters will have a merri-

er Christmas this year.

********** 

The Cass City Chamber of Commerce is raffling

a homemade quilt crafted by Sandy Nizzola just in

time for Christmas.

Chamber Administrator Judy Keller says

Nizzola’s work can be seen this week at the vil-

lage office, and that tickets will be available there,

at the local high school and during the communi-

ty gathering slated for Saturday, Dec. 3, at the

VFW hall.

One lucky winner will be drawn Friday, Dec. 9.

For additional details, contact Keller at (989)872-

4618.

**********  

If you use the services of Charter Spectrum to

power your television, chances are good you’ve

experienced troubles with your reception in recent

weeks.

I have, and when my picture was consistently

fuzzy during the Michigan/Ohio State football

game over the weekend – not to mention the

Lion’s football broadcast on Thanksgiving – I

vented my anger to Spectrum officials.

They sent a service technician to our village res-

idence after they sent new signals over the wire to

our cable box. Neither remedy helped to solve the

problem.

In fact, when I spoke to the service tech, he

claimed that trouble with picture quality is wide-

spread throughout Cass City. If you happen to be

a Spectrum customer experiencing poor reception,

remember that the squeaky wheel gets the grease.

To voice your dissatisfaction, dial(888)438-2427.

**********  

Erika Martin, Cass City’s swimming pool direc-

tor, reports the Pinney Foundation has approved

$8,000 now and $8,000 in the spring of 1017 for

improvements in the park.

Among the projects planned is a splash park at

the Helen Stevens pool.

How cool. I can remember when Cass City had a

kiddie pool when I was growing up. Can you?

It was located just east of the recreation park’s

basketball courts, which was at one time the site

of the village pool before it was moved to its cur-

rent site.
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Community Thanksgiving meal
a success, Mills stepping down

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

More than 200 area residents along
with a small army of volunteers cel-
ebrated Thanksgiving this year in
Cass City by attending the communi-
ty’s 30th annual community dinner
at the Cass City United Methodist
Church.

In all 200 to 220 meals were served
family style, with 50 to 60 more
take-out dinners provided this year.

The day brought not only a mouth-
watering traditional menu of turkey
and all the trimmings, and plenty of
fellowship, it also marked a “chang-
ing of the guard” of sorts.

Scott Mills, who has faithfully
served as coordinator of the event for
the past 25 years, recently
announced he is stepping down in
that role.

“Brian and Janice Williams have
agreed to take over my leadership
responsibilities.  “(This year) I still
had my hands on the reins, but next
year they’re going to be in charge
and I’m just going to be in the back-
ground,” Mills said of the transition
in leadership.

“It just seems to be the right time,”
Mills added.  “Their (Williams’)
whole family has been volunteering
for five, six years.  They’re here
from beginning to end – they’re very
committed — and they enjoy it.
They’re the perfect choice” to take
over.
Brian Williams said he and his wife

and the couple’s four children –
Alex, 22, Miranda, 20, Travis, 18,

and Gracie, 14 – have been involved
with the annual community dinner
for the past six years. “And the older
(kids) still come and help out,” he
added.

“That was originally my wife’s
idea,” he recalled, noting they were
interested in taking the faith they
share with their fellow parishioners
at St. Pancratius Catholic Church in
Cass City and putting it into action in
their hometown. “We wanted to give
back to the community, and this is a
way to do that,” he said.

“Scott had asked us (about taking
over coordinating the dinner) last
year.  He just wanted to make sure it
continues,” added Williams, who
indicated his family is up for the
challenge and appreciates all of the
volunteer work that goes into the
event. “We had a few more families
come on board to help out this year.
You meet a lot of good people.”
Janice Williams agreed, saying their

involvement has expanded the size
of their family.

“It’s just like a really nice extended
family,” she said.  “It’s really heart-
felt – it’s an amazing experience.  We
love it.”
The Williams are taking on a host of

responsibilities that include lining up
an adequate crew to cook, set up,
clean up and put away. The job has
prompted Mills to annually say he
isn’t in the habit of turning down
volunteers, especially when volun-
teers typically anticipate preparing
and serving enough food for up to
250 people.
The dinner is free, but make no mis-

take about it; this is no charity event,

and it’s not a soup kitchen for the
needy.  This project is all about shar-
ing and bringing members of the
community together for food and fel-
lowship.

The first Cass City Community
Thanksgiving Dinner was organized
back in 1986 at the former St.
Pancratius Catholic Church (now
Our Lady Consolata Parish) in town.
Earlier that year, former area resi-
dent Alan Klco came up with the
idea and, sharing his thoughts with
Bob Gengler, the two men went to
work.

Volunteers from other area church-
es were contacted to put together a
village-wide and ecumenical project.

Over the years, the dinner has been
located at the local VFW hall and,
more recently, at the Cass City
United Methodist Church, where full
kitchen facilities have enabled
organizers to dispense with having to
utilize three different kitchens to pre-
pare all of the dishes.  These days,
food preparation is completed over a
two-day period, providing for a less
hectic schedule.

One thing that hasn’t changed is the
generosity of local service clubs,
churches, businesses and individu-
als, who collectively ensure there is
enough of everything to keep the
local Thanksgiving tradition alive
and well.

In spite of the amount of work
involved in heading up the commit-
tee in charge of the meal, Mills has
always indicated his role as coordi-
nator has been a labor of love.
“It (25 years) went by fast,” he said.

THE OWNER OF REstore, 4454 N. Washington St., Ubly, uses a faded yellow

and rusted truck as a sign to advertise the business, and the Ubly Planning

Commission recently gave its seal of approval for the unique “sign” with a

special-use permit. (Mary Drier photo)

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

The adage that “One man’s junk is another man’s treasurer” has been debat-
ed for several months in the village of Ubly.

Perry Heleski, who owns a business he calls REstore, located at 4454 N.
Washington St., has a 1950s-era truck parked on the lawn as a sign to adver-
tise his business.

Some village officials view the truck as a sign, while others see it as an
inoperative, junk vehicle and an eyesore that violates village ordinances.

That issue, which had been debated since June, was settled last week.
The 1950s era International Harvester truck that has more rust than yellow

paint has been deemed a treasure by the Ubly Planning Commission. The
five-member panel approved a special-use permit to consider the truck as
part of a business sign.

According to Ubly Planning Commission Chair Jim Zulauf, the commis-
sion’s decision is “the final word” on the issue because it does not have to
be approved by the village council.

The council referred the truck-sign issue to the planning commission for a
decision, and the commission decided the truck is part of the sign, Zulauf
explained.

The flatbed of the truck holds a sign that features the business’ name —
“REstore” —painted on it along with the words “rustic, shabby chic furni-
ture and more.” The truck is decorated with squash and pumpkins. Before
that, it was decorated with flowers.

“I personally have no problem with the truck. I think it goes along with his
business — restoration,” Zulauf said.

Besides the REstore business, about 10 other businesses and/or vendors
rent space inside the former St. John Catholic School building.

Another man’s treasure?
Ubly Village Planning Commission says 
okay to business owner’s unique “sign”
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Thanksgiving isn’t
over for me yet...

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)
The Elkland Township Fire

Department crew walked away as
champions for the second year in a
row following Saturday’s Christmas
in the Village Chili Cook-off, which
featured 20 different entries and a
record 205 votes. Dr. Jim Thomas
came in second, and Angel’s Hair
Salon finished third. Organizers
noted that Danielle Foucault was the
winner of the $100 in Cass City
Cash.

The 2011-12 Cass City girls’ varsi-
ty basketball team members are
Megan Parrish, Carley Hendrick,
Logan Rowell, Morgan Potter,
Shania Chambers, Erica Kolacz,
Jocelynn Venema, Rebecca Hacker,
Nicole Kelley and Coach Lloyd
Schinnerer.

Schneeberger’s honors Cass City’s
Carley Hendrick as their first winter
Athlete of the Week award winner in
2011. Hendrick paced the Lady Red
Hawks to a pair of non-conference
victories last week over Harbor
Beach and Caro, finishing with team
scoring honors in both contests.
Against the Pirates, Hendrick
recorded 14 points, 4 rebounds and
one blocked shot during a 32-26 win.
The senior forward had a similar
effort against the Tigers, recording
14 points on a 5-for-8 effort from the
field. Hendrick added 3 assists in
Cass City’s 43- 27 decision.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)
Cass City park facilities are typical-

ly deserted and covered with snow
this time of the year, but a string of
mild days has lengthened the season
for some, including Kaitlyn Reed, 2,
and Ryker Brenizer, 4, the children
of Angel Pena of Cass City. 

Kelley Burk of Cass City and John
Trost of Pigeon were married
Sweetest Day, at Cross Lutheran
Church in Pigeon. The bride is the
daughter of Alfred and Susan Burk
of Ubly. The groom is the son of
Henry and Barbara Trost of Pigeon. 

Cass City seventh and Eighth grade
spelling winners are Jared Weidman
(first place), Rob VanAuken (second
place), Shannon Stec (third place),
Jeff Bliss (fourth place) and Heather
Sweeney (fifth place).

25 YEARS AGO (1991)
John and Clarke Haire spent the

Thanksgiving holiday with their
family, Lynn and Larry Sroka and
children and BJ and Roger Salo and
family in Plymouth.

Linda and Fred Leeson were
Saturday dinner guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Russ Leeson at Wild Fowl Bay.
Also present were Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Sutherland, Dan and Jenny of East
Detroit and Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Dill of Sand Point.

Joe and Theresa Moslander of Paso
Robles, Calif., announce the birth of
a daughter, Krystene Shanese, Nov.
29. She weighed 6 pounds, 14
ounces and was 20 1/2” long.
Grandparents are George and Lois
Moslander of Cass City and Mrs.
Dalton of Radcliff, Ky. 

Three members of the Ubly Future
Homemakers of America chapter
were recently elected regional FHA
officers. Junior Nicole Maurer, who
served as the Region 6 historian for
the 1990-91 school year, will now
preside as president of the region,
which includes the entire Thumb.
Tammy Ford, also a junior, will
serve as reporter and sophomore
Kim Klee as parliamentarian. The
election was conducted during the
FHA Regional Conference held Nov.
13 at Millington High School. The
event drew some 100 students from
9 chapters. Other Ubly FHA chapter
members who attended the confer-
ence were Jill Gentner, Debbie
Pemski, Michelle Maurer, Marry
Donnellon, Terri Galloway, Jane1
Halifax and Advisor Tammy Laurie.
The theme of this year’s conference
was “Get on Your Feet for FHA,”
The guest speaker was Sheri
Wohlfert, who challenged members
to try new things and have a positive
attitude towards self and others.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Mr. and Mrs. William Lowe of Bay
City visited her aunt, Mrs. Helen
Little, Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Art Fisher entertained
Nov. 23 at an early Thanksgiving
dinner. Guests were Mr. and Mrs.
Lyle Faber of Sebewaing, Mr. and
Mrs. George Fisher Sr., Mrs. Scott
Fisher and son Scott. Mrs. Fisher and
Scott, who had spent two months
with her husband’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Art Fisher, have returned to
their home in Crowley, La.

John Lounsbury of Yellowstone
National Park spent from Nov. 19-30
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lyle
Lounsbury. Thanksgiving Day, 70
relatives of the Lyle Lounsburys met
for a reunion in the Masonic Temple
and a cooperative dinner. Relatives,
besides John Lounsbury, came from
Indianapolis, Sanford, Saginaw,
Freeland and Southfield. The group
included Mr. and Mrs. James Halsey
of Pickford and Mr. and Mrs. John

I’ve spent a fair amount of time avoiding Facebook lately, largely because
acquaintances and friends are continuing to bicker about the presidential
election and its outcome. Honestly, I’ve never seen a bigger outpouring of
whining in my life.

It’s over, folks, get it?  Time to move on.
Of course, there are many other diversions in the headlines; a movement in

California to secede from the nation (filed this one under all of the celebri-
ties who vowed to leave America – but haven’t – if Trump were elected); a
Chattanooga, Tenn., school bus driver charged in Tennessee after wrapping
his bus around a tree, taking five young lives; a surge in the number of
ambush-style shootings targeting police officers across the country.

And, of course, officials last week confirmed that Kanye West had been
hospitalized in California following another on-stage rant and even more
bizarre behavior.  Now that’s a valuable story, said no newspaper editor
(worth his salt) ever.

I’m so tired of the negative news, especially the negative fake news being
generated by a growing number of Internet sites devoted to various causes
and political stands.  The common denominator among most of them is a
lack of truth.  Sadly, the trend appears to be accompanied by a growing pop-
ulation of the most gullible human beings this country has ever spawned.
Anyone else overwhelmed?
I’ve decided not to be buried by all that crap. It’s nearly December, and

after a wonderful family gathering on Thanksgiving Day, I’m ready to focus
on some things that really count in my life as I prepare to find my own way
of giving to others this Christmas season.

I figure the best way to find some sanity in this world of insanity is to sim-
ply narrow my vision a bit and consider all that I have to be grateful for.
Everyone has their own list, but here are some of the things on mine:

*I’m thankful for the woman who agreed to be my wife nearly 35 years
ago, who has always been there for me at my best…and worst. And for all
of my family near and far.

*I’m grateful to live in a community where simple courtesy, caring and
compassion are still the norm, and where faith hasn’t gone out of style.  A
town where people look out for each other and care about their neighbors –
and show it by lending a hand whenever they can.

*I appreciate the folks here who give of themselves to make life a little
nicer for others.  Good examples this time of year are all of the local service
clubs, including Rotary and its annual Christmas for Kids project along with
the individuals, groups and businesses that contribute, as well as everyone
involved in Cass City’s Christmas in the Village celebration.
*I’m grateful for the gift of profound desperation that brought me to a place

where I would finally face up to a personal battle with alcoholism – and for
every word of encouragement and support that helped me to embrace what
has turned out to be an amazing sober life. At the end of December, I’ll be
celebrating my five-year anniversary.

I’m also thankful for my co-workers and our readers, who still place some
value on a small town news source that, while far from perfect, still strives
to carry out the job we inherited by those who came before us – to publish
local news and serve as a sounding board for our community.

My hope is that this Christmas season will be full of reasons for you to be
thankful, too.

Sting and Jennifer from Lafayette,
Ind.

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Morell
announce the birth of their second
great-grandchild, Matthew DeLos
LeTourneau, born Nov. 23 to Mr. and
Mrs. Michael LeTourneau in
Lebanon, Ind. The baby weighed
eight pounds and 15 ounces and
joins a sister, Melissa, 2-1/2.

Suzanne Little, who attends Great
Lakes Bible College in Lansing and
Kurt Little and friend, Carol Henry,
both of whom attend U of M in Ann
Arbor, spent the holiday weekend at
the Harold Little home. Other
Sunday dinner guests were Mrs.
Frances Justin and Mrs. Helen Little.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)
Mrs. Grace Law and Mrs. Alice

Proctor of East Tawas spent Sunday
with Mr. and Mrs. Stanley McArthur.
The McArthurs and their guests and
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Ware had dinner
together in Caro after which they
visited Mrs. Martha Clement at the
county medical care facility. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Beardsley will
spend Thanksgiving with their
daughter, Rev. and Mrs. Richard
Beach and family at Alto. 

Miss Cara Prieskorn, who attends
Vassar College in Poughkeepsie,
N.Y., will be home for the holiday
with her parents, the Gerald
Prieskorns.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Murphy and
Paul and Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Guinther from here and Mr. and Mrs.
James Gyomory and two children
will be Thanksgiving guests of Mr.
and Mrs. Dan Gyomory at Deford.

Mrs. Don Lorentzen attended a
bridal shower at the Watrousville
Methodist church Sunday afternoon
for her grandniece, Miss Jennie
Smith of Southfield. Hostesses for
the shower were Mrs. Charles
Gunsell and Mrs. Lena Cockerill.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. James Belk
Wednesday, Nov. 17, a son, John
Thomas. He weighed six pounds.
Mrs. Belk and baby came home
Sunday, Nov. 21. He joins four
brothers and a sister at home.

Lucille E. Sommers and Henry
Frank were married Sunday, Nov.
21, in a 4:30 p.m. ceremony at
Trinity United Methodist church.
Rev. Byron Hatch and Rev. John
Safran officiated. Escorted to the
altar by her son-in-law, Stuart
Merchant, the bride wore a blue chif-
fon gown and carried an orchid.
Matron of honor, Mrs. Joan
Merchant, wore a peach chiffon
gown and carried a colonial bouquet
of blue mums and roses. Soloists
were Joe Merchant and Stuart
Merchant. Organist was Tim Knight.
Approximately 100 guests attended
the ceremony from Detroit, Saginaw,
Dowagiac, Port Austin, Clifford,
Milan and Okemos. A dinner fol-
lowed the ceremony. After a brief
wedding trip, the couple will reside
at Cass City.

James Conway Harper, 2nd Lt.
USAF, and Miss Bonnie Jean
Wallaert were married Friday, Oct.
22, at Holy Spirit Catholic Church,
Shields. Rev. Fr. James Gavit offici-
ated. Parents of the couple are Mr.
and Mrs. Clarence C. Wallaert,
Saginaw, and Mr. and Mrs. Lewis C.
Harper, Kingston.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)  
Racks are running bigger this year.

Five more bucks were reported this
week and all of them had large racks.
Hunting together, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Butler downed an eight-point-
er in the St. Helen area at 8 a.m.
opening day. Another successful col-
laboration was reported by George
Fisher Jr., Cass City, and Julius
Wilding, Akron, who downed an
eight-point buck in the Cass City
area on opening day. Larry Wood of
Deford stayed right around home
and Wednesday. Nov. 23, bagged a
six-pointer. Another six-pointer was
brought down by Glen Meiser. He
picked up his trophy hunting near
Alger the afternoon of the opener.
Largest rack reported during the
week belonged to a trophy killed by
Ed Gruber. Hunting near the Cass
River Wednesday afternoon, Nov.
23, he bagged an 11-pointer that
dressed out at 190 pounds.

Mrs. Clarence Schember and son
David were Thanksgiving guests in
the Edward Schember home at
Elkton. Mrs. Clarence Schember and
son Paul were Sunday guests in the
Gerald Sever home at Farmington
and Paul returned to school in
Kitchener, Ontario. Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Schember went to Port

Huron Friday night to bring home
their son Paul, who attends Emanuel
Bible College in Kitchener, Ont.
David Schember, who attends Bethel
College in Mishawaka, Ind., came
Wednesday evening and spent the
rest of the week here.
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley McArthur had

as dinner guests Nov. 21, Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Law, Mrs. Mae Miller
and Mrs. Howard Law Jr. of Royal
Oak. They also visited at the Leo
Ware home.

Miss Cheryl Eileen Krueger of
Harbor Beach, daughter of Mrs. Otto
F. Krueger, became the bride of
Dennis Loren Rienstra of Cass City
Wednesday, Nov. 23, in the Zion
Lutheran Church, Harbor Beach.
The bridegroom is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Peter J. Rienstra of Cass City.
The altar was decorated with vases
of white mums. The bride was
attended by Mrs. Thomas Sayers of
Port Austin, matron of honor, and
attending the bridegroom as best
man was Dean Rienstra of Cass City,
his twin brother.

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Fritz received
word that they are the grandparents
of a new granddaughter, born
Wednesday, Nov. 16, to the Robert
Fritz family of Torrance, Calif. The
baby weighed eight pounds. Amy
Louise joins a family of three chil-
dren, Susie, Christopher and Robbie.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)
Miss Elizabeth Knight, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Knight, left Cass
City six months ago to accept a posi-
tion as comparative shopper with the
Tuttle & Clark Company of Detroit.
During the past week, she has been
advanced to the responsible position
of assistant to the general manager of
that company. Previous to going to
Detroit, Miss Knight was employed
in the office of the Champion
Advertising Company in Cass City.

Lewis Profit, half back of the Cass
City team, is placed in the honorable
mention roll by the Detroit Free
Press in their all-state selection of
first, second and third teams in high
school football. Profit, according to
Lester Ross, local football coach, has
distinguished himself as a fine open
field runner and a very good defen-
sive man. Steve Guc, quarterback of
the Cass City team, was elected hon-
orary captain, by his fellow players,
this week. He has starred this season
as an exceptionally fine blocker.
During the playing season, a player
was selected by his teammates as
captain for each game. Usually a dif-
ferent man served as captain each
week.

The soft gleam of candlelight con-
trasted beautifully with the cream
and white altar flowers used in the
Sunshine Methodist Church
Thursday evening, November 27 at
the wedding of Miss Ida Morse of
Cass City and Mr. Floyd Wiles of
Caro. The bride is a daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. W. C. Morse of Gagetown
and the groom is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. D. Wiles of Caro. The wedding
took place beneath an arch of ever-
greens, centered with a white bell.
Small evergreen trees formed the
background for baskets of white car-
nations and rows of white lighted
tapers. Preceding the ceremony,
which was performed at eight
o’clock by the Rev. E. Ray Willson
of Caro, assisted by Rev. Charles
Dibbley, pastor of the church, Miss
Sarah Wickware of Lake Orion,
cousin of the groom, sang “I Love
You Truly” and Miss Kathleen
Willick of Owendale, cousin of the
bride, sang “Oh, Promise Me.”

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

R. D. Keating, Willys-Overland
dealer in Cars City, was one of a
party of 100 dealers connected with
the Simon Sales Co: of Saginaw,
who were guests of the Willys-
Overland Co. Friday and Saturday at
its greatest dealers convention. The
Saginaw district delegation headed
by Guy Simons, president of the
Simons Sales Co., which has the dis-
tributing rights for the Overland and
Willys-Knight throughout Eastern
Michigan, made the round trip in its
special Michigan Central train.
Sleigh bells are ringing. Mr. Bond is

able to be out. Edgar Hendrick
returned to his home Thursday. Mr.
and Mrs. Ivan Vader spent Sunday at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Keyser. 

Esther Cridland, who is attending
school at Cass City, spent Sunday at
home here. Kathryn Cridland spent
Sunday with her uncle, and aunt, Mr.
and Mrs. Alex Henry.
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Cass City area merchants invite you to our annual

Christmas in the Village
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Local student objects to assigned reading

to make it a better place to live for all
of us.”
Former Cass City School Supt. Ken

Micklash knew Stickle for more than
30 years, first getting acquainted
with him in the Cass City Gavel
Club, and later when Micklash
served on the local board of educa-
tion.  Stickle retired from the district
shortly after Micklash was named
superintendent in 1987.

“The words that come to mind are
soft-spoken, caring, dedicated edu-
cator,” Micklash commented. “He
cared about the community, cared
about the school. He was an all-
around good person.”

Stickle was a well-respected and
progressive educator, according to
Micklash, who recalled Stickle
established the intermediate school’s
first computer lab in the early- to
mid-1980s.

A Rosebush native, Stickle served
as principal of Deford Elementary
School and later Cass City
Intermediate School for twenty-two
years. While principal, he served as
athletic director for twelve years and
taught driver’s education.

Stickle was a charter member and
past president of the annual Thumb
Track and Field Meet of Champions,
and he was director and past presi-
dent of the Gavel Club Invitational
Track Meet for nineteen years.
After retiring, he and the late Alden

Asher opened the Coin Shop in Cass
City. He also worked for Kelly and
Company Realty.

Stickle was a proud member of
Cass City VFW Post 3644.  He
served in the U.S. Army as a demoli-
tion technician and was part of the
Normandy (D-Day) Invasion more
than 70 years ago during World War
II. He was decorated with the
Meritorious Service Award for his
action in Germany’s Saar River
Valley.

The Normandy Invasion remains
the largest seaborne invasion in his-
tory, involving nearly three million
troops crossing the English Channel
from England to Normandy in occu-

Continued from page one. pied France.
Stickle, who was just 18 when he

joined the service, recalled details of
the invasion for a group of Cass City
Junior-Senior High School students
in teacher Bill Hartzell’s class last
spring. He told them he had been
assigned to an Army engineers unit
that constructed bridges and handled
demolition jobs such as clearing
mine fields.  His unit was sent over-
seas along with many others as D-
Day approached.

Stickle pointed out his involvement
in the invasion came after the initial
assault, although he saw portions of
the battle unfold.  “The sky was liter-
ally filled with U.S. aircraft on
bombing runs,” he told the students.
“It (initial assault) was over and the

area was secured, but we still saw
dead bodies and so forth, which is
one of the things that will never
leave you,” Stickle said.

“The worst of it was over,” he
added.  “Our unit – we did suffer
some casualties from aircraft fire.”

Of course demolition work is dan-
gerous, too.  “If you’re trained prop-
erly and you use your head, it’s not
that dangerous,” Stickle told the stu-
dents.  “Well, there’s always fear, of
course.  It’s scary.”

Stickle, who also briefly talked
about the service medals and ribbons
he received, as well as topics such as
the rations fed to soldiers during
World War II, recalled the end of the
war in Europe and his subsequent
transfer to the Pacific Theatre of
Operation via a 60-day sea voyage.

“We were being prepped for the
planned invasion of Japan,” he
explained, noting that invasion
proved unnecessary after the United
States’ use of atomic warfare finally
prompted the Japanese to surrender.
“Was it worth it?  Yes, as far as I’m
concerned,” he said.

“Did it (war) change me?  Yes, def-
initely; I grew up considerably,”
Stickle told the students.  “You
change. It changes you as an individ-
ual.  My personal opinion is that it
improved me as an individual.”

At the same time, Stickle acknowl-
edged that change came at a tremen-

dous cost, not only in terms of ser-
vicemen wounded and killed, but
also among those who returned
home to face the effects of a disorder
without a name in that day – Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder.
“It obviously affected guys.  It was-

n’t (recognized) as it is now, but you
could see it,” Stickle said in response
to a student’s question on the subject.
“Even as limited as our contact was

(with combat), there was still an
effect with all the guys,” he added.
“I think most guys did.  It’s traumat-
ic.  It’s a hell of a thing, is what it is.

“It was an experience that I would-
n’t recommend, but that I wouldn’t
give up, either,” Stickle told the
class.  “It was a valuable experience
to me, I think, and to my country, I
hope.”

Stickle also shared some thoughts
related to the close bonds soldiers
form when facing the risk of being
injured or killed in battle.  “It’s a
relationship like no other, to live
with guys in hazard,” he said.  “You
get a closeness that doesn’t come
normally.  I valued it – that cama-
raderie,” he added.

“It’s a part of the service that you
carry with you – one of the good
parts.”

Stickle was a member of Cass City
United Methodist Church, where he
was active as chairman of the
finance committee. A former treasur-
er of the Cass City Chamber of
Commerce, he ran for state represen-
tative in the early 1980s and, in
1995, was honored as the Cass City
Citizen of the Year.

Funeral services for Stickle were
held Saturday at Kranz Funeral
Home in Cass City, with the Rev.
Jackie Roe of the Cass City United
Methodist Church officiating.
Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery, Cass City.

Memorials may be made to Cass
City United Methodist Church,
Rawson Memorial Library, or Cass
City Public School Athletic
Department.

A complete obituary can be found
on page 12 of this week’s edition of
the Chronicle.

Longtime educator, vet Stickle remembered

temporary moratorium on wind ener-
gy development, and each selected a
planning commission liaison.

According to Ellington Township
Clerk Bobbie Mozden, Homier spe-
cializes in handling wind develop-
ment issues, but his services will not
be limited to just wind energy.

NextEra officials say the delay is
not a deterrent.

“Almer and Ellington townships
have thoroughly debated every issue
of wind energy for more than a year
now. The permit application we sub-
mitted for Tuscola III reflects some
of the most stringent setbacks and
noise regulations of all local ordi-
nances, both current and proposed,
and balances the concerns of both
participating and non-participating
landowners,” said Bryan Garner of
NextEra Energy Resources.

“The citizens of Almer and
Ellington Townships deserve a vote
on this project and an opportunity to
realize the significant economic and
clean energy benefits Tuscola III
presents.”

Although several members on each
board are part of the Ellington-
Almer Township Concerned Citizens
group, they say they are not against
wind development, but rather want
time to study the issues and review
the ordinances.

“Residents have felt they have a
very weak wind ordinance and that it
was enacted under a conflict of inter-
est. They have fought for change
over the past year and have been
denied their right to due process,”
Ellington Township Supervisor
Russell Speirs said of the boards’
action.
Garner countered that NextEra used

new guidelines related to the pro-
ject’s scope that addresses residents’
concerns.

During the general election earlier
this month, voters replaced four out
of five members on the Ellington
Township Board — Speirs, Bobbie
Mozden, Carmell Pattullo, and
Gregg Campbell.

“The newly elected board put in
place a one year moratorium to halt
all wind related actions within the
township so they can create an ordi-

FRED SULLIVAN of Gagetown was recently honored with

the Ken Lautzenheiser Fellowship award for his unselfish

and dedicated service to humankind through the Lions of

Michigan Foundation.

Townships vote to slow
down wind farm project

Continued from page one. nance that reflects their desire for
health, safety and welfare,” said
Speirs. “In doing this, it will give
residents their right to due process
including a vote if they choose.”

Almer Township Clerk Peggy
Reavey confirmed her board fol-
lowed the same action as Ellington,
but had not yet set the length of the
moratorium.

“The new board members want to
slow things down to review all of the
information and the ordinances,”
Reavey said.

New Almer Township members are
Trustees Jim Tussey, Art Graff, Jim
Rosentangel, and Supervisor James
Mantey.

NextEra Energy Resources’ $200
million project, Tuscola III Wind
Energy Center, proposes to build a
total of 52 turbines in Almer,
Ellington and Fairgrove townships.
The company filed for special use
permits in those townships in
September.

Because the permits have not yet
been approved, the process can be
slowed down and more review done,
explained Mozden.

The delay will not hinder the wind
project, according to Garner.

“The wind production tax credit is
still available and the timing of
approvals won’t affect our ability to
use the tax credit to provide more
affordable power to Michigan
ratepayers,” he said.

The Fairgrove Planning
Commission will host a public hear-
ing at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 14, in
the multi-purpose room at Akron-
Fairgrove Junior-Senior High School
regarding NextEra’s request for spe-
cial-use permits proposal to build 17
turbines in that township. So far
there has been no public outcry
against the wind project in that town-
ship.

In other business during the recent
township meetings, Gregg Campbell
was appointed as the planning com-
mission’s liaison to the Ellington
Board, and Jim Tussey was appoint-
ed as the liaison to the Almer Board.

And, in Ellington, the next town-
ship meeting was rescheduled from
Dec. 13 to Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m.
because of training scheduled for
newly-elected officials.

that, then I’m going to try, because
it’s an ugly world out there,” said
Ponder, who noted she believes par-
ents and school officials have a
responsibility to be aware of what is
being presented as part of the school
district’s curriculum.

The books in question were written
in the 1960s and have been a part of
the school’s curriculum since 1997.
Both are considered to be “high
interest, engaging young adult litera-
ture” that have proven successful in
encouraging reluctant readers take
an interest in reading, Reif said.

In a nutshell, she explained, the
works in question are coming-of-age
books with plots that focus on young
teens who face various issues and
challenges in their lives, how they
deal with those challenges, and how
the consequences of their actions
affect them.  She pointed out the
characters frequently deal with prob-
lems in a positive way.

The junior-senior high school cur-
riculum also includes assigned clas-
sic titles – Ernest Hemingway’s “The
Old Man and the Sea”, for example
— to provide a balance. However,
the classics are often shunned by
younger readers, according to Reif,
who said other S. E. Hinton books

Continued from page one. are also part of the curriculum,
including “The Outsiders”, which is
introduced to freshmen classes.

Louise Ponder urged board mem-
bers to obtain copies of the books,
read them and judge for themselves.

The board indicated it would be
willing to do that; however, the
trustees also indicated they’re reluc-
tant to open a can of worms that
would have the board of education
reading a string of novels and decid-
ing which ones should stay in the
curriculum and which ones should
be eliminated.

“I think there should be an option
that they (students) can choose
something else (to read),” Trustee
Stacey Bliss said. However, she
added the board should tread lightly
when it comes to book censorship. “I
think we’re going to end up crossing
a line and it’s going to be a mess.” 

Board members questioned Reif
about whether alternative book titles
are available for students who find
assigned reading materials morally
objectionable. Reif said students are
made aware of alternatives if they
ask.

In this case, Shaylee Ponder
acknowledged she did not approach
Reif about her concerns, largely
because she and her mother were
under the impression that the school

board – not individual teachers – has
the final say regarding curriculum
offerings.

Reif agreed to make a point of let-
ting her classes know that alternative
book titles are available.

EVALUATION

In other business during the regular
monthly meeting, the board
reviewed its collective job perform-
ance review for school Supt. Jeff
Hartel.

Hartel was deemed to be an “effec-
tive administrator“, earning an over-
all score of 4.12 on a scale of 5.0 that
takes into account not only overall
performance, but also administrative
relationships, board relationships,
faculty relationships, community
relationships and student growth.

Following a brief discussion, the
board unanimously approved
extending Hartel’s three-year con-
tract by another year.

Also Monday, the board acknowl-
edged the gift of three microscopes
from Hills and Dales General
Hospital to the Cass City Junior-
Senior High School Science
Department, and Thumb National
Bank’s donation of T-shirts to the
school’s new dodge ball program.

Continued from page one.

Status of grocery boils over during council meet

million dollar grocery will have a
bakery, deli, fresh fruits, meats and a
butcher shop. Construction is slated
for 2017, with a grand opening for
the store planned sometime at the
end of the year, according to Vicky
Sherry, president of the Cass City
chamber of Commerce.

Village Manger Peter Cristiano
responded to Schneeberger’s ques-
tion, saying, “He (Molter) will be in
town Dec. 5.”

“You didn’t answer my question,”
Schneeberger fired back. “Yes or No,
has he put any money down?”

Trustee Steve Erickson, who also
serves as executive director of the
Tuscola County Economic
Development Corporation (EDC),
joined in the conversation and told
the audience that Molter is in the
process of looking for incentives, tax
credits and any federal dollars for his
project, now estimated at $5.8 mil-
lion.

Schneeberger replied, “He hasn’t
put 5 cents on a new store and I don’t
think that’s right”

Molter’s Main Street grocery calls
for the former Fairway Sales build-
ing to be torn down, while the near-
by Cass City Antique Mall will be
preserved and incorporated into the
new structure. The project will
require relocation of Rotary Park.

And on that point, Althaver asked

the council to approve the Cass City
Downtown Development Authority’s
(DDA) recommendation that the
antique mall building be sold to
Molter for approximately $54,000 –
the remaining cost of the village-
owned structure - plus expenses to
transfer ownership. 
“This is an urgent matter,” Althaver

explained before the council
approved the sale in a 7-0 roll call
vote. “At least we will have $50,000
coming back to the community.”

Turning to other news Monday,
trustee Mark Karwowski presented
the proposed 2017 operating budget
for the village.

The $4.2 million dollar spending
plan is set to be approved during a
public hearing set for Monday, Dec.
12. Details of the new budget were
outlined in printed material provided
at that gathering, but not discussed,
before setting the early December
public hearing on the matter at the
Municipal Building.

“That’s unfair to the members of
this community,” Althaver said. “I
sat in Carl’s (Village President Carl
Palmateer) chair for 35 years and it’s
wrong for $4 million to be spent
without giving details.”

Althaver also scolded the council
for not tightening their belts over the
years. “These are tough times,” he
said, noting that the budget has
remained basically the same over the
past several years, and he questioned

the council’s $89,000 expenditure
for street signs included in the 2017
proposed plan.

Copies of the new Operating
Budget are available for review at
the village office.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the council: 
*Learned that Village Manger

Cristiano is planning to retire effec-
tive Feb. 1. However, the date could
change after village attorney, Jason
Bitzer, reviews Cristiano’s contract
of employment.

*Sworn in its newly-elected presi-
dent and trustees. Palmateer was re-
elected to serve a two-year term as
president, while trustees Jenny
Zawilinski, Michael Kirn and Tom
Herron were elected to four-year
terms.

*Accepted the financial statements
ending Oct. 31, with a low cash bal-
ance of just $433,000.
*Learned that this year’s chili cook-

off will include churches and service
clubs, as well as Main Street busi-
nesses Dec. 3. The service clubs and
churches will offer their chili tasting
samples at the municipal building.
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Reggie Ignash  
protects all your

moments and more

(989) 872-4432 | 6505 Main St., Cass City
ReggieIgnashAgency.com | rignash@fbinsmi.com 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar 

Seasonal Employee Team 
and earn extra money this fall. 

 
Applications are available NOW 
at our Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing 

and Croswell factories 
 

In Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell, 
applications may be picked up at 

the Agriculture Offices 
 

For more information 
about  how to apply, please call 

1-877-41-SUGAR. 
 

Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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STUDENTS IN THE Owen-Gage District’s The PAC Squad include (back

row, left to right) Cordell Clarkson, Aaron Fahrner, Emalee Bach, Maydson

Fuerst, David Binder, Mathew Fritz, Trace Howard, Zane Schember, Byron

Williams (advisor), (middle row) Sierra Mascorro, Carley Haldane, Kaitlyn

LaCroix, Mikayla Ross, Jade Androl, Kaitlyn Ross, (front row) Jessica

Partaka, Hanah Cole, Megan Fritz, Morgan Odrajka and Carlee Rievert.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

It is never too soon for a student to
start making future plans.

Because students in the Owendale-
Gagetown Area School District real-
ize that, they created a group called
“The PAC Squad”, a student-run col-
lege ambassador program that focus-

es on post-secondary preparation,
event planning and volunteerism.

The PAC Squad was designed to
allow students to lead efforts to cre-
ate a college-going culture within
their school. The squad is comprised
of five executive board positions
with 15 to 20 general members along
with one staff advisor.

The PAC Squad meets regularly to
plan events for the month and gener-
ate ideas for future events.  So far,
the squad has hosted scavenger
hunts, an assembly, face painting for
kindergarten through fifth-grade stu-
dents, pumpkin decorating, and sev-
eral other fun event activities to
excited students about college and
other post-secondary options.

O-G Pac Squad boosting college prep

Village welcomes DPW chief
GAGETOWN — After nearly four decades, there will be someone new
heading the DPW in the village of Gagetown.

After 37 years, DPW Supervisor Robert “Bob” McCreedy is retiring. The
village council approved hiring Chris Abbe, pending a background check,
drug screening and physical, to replace McCreedy when he retires.

Trustees Paul Hunter, Walt Swiastyn and Don Montreuil served on the
committee that conducted interviews of applicants for the job, and made the
recommendation to hire Abbe.

Christmas book drive on now
CASS CITY — For the 14 year in a row, Rawson Memorial Library is part-
nering with the Rotary Club for the Christmas for Kids program.

The program provides gifts for local children who might not receive any
for Christmas. To help, purchase a new book for children from infants to 18
years of age. Take the unwrapped book to the library before Dec. 7 to give
to the Rotary Club to be added to the presents. For more information, call
(989) 872-2856.

Gagetown finances in spotlight
GAGETOWN — Danny Haag, who serves as the village of Gagetown’s
financial advisor, recently cautioned council members regarding the need
“to keep expenses to a minimum.”

In October, Haag presented the village’s March 2016 final budget figures,
closing out 2015 and starting fiscal year 2016.

Haag will be back in January 2017 to review how the change in the water
billing is going to be a factor in the bottom line of the water account, accord-
ing to the village’s recent meeting minutes, which note it’s vital that officials
“keep things tight to satisfy state” officials.

After a meeting in June with the Michigan Rural Water Association
(MRWA), the village agreed to change its utility billing system. Because the
council followed the advice of MRWA, utility bills were increased and
resulted in the following changes: the water user fee was set at $58.44 bi-
monthly with a usage fee of $3.82 for every 1,000 gallons or portions there-
of. The user fee for sewer was set at $14.50 bi-monthly and a fee of $2.23
for usage for every 1,000 or portion thereof.
There was a slight break on trash bills, which were reduced from $21.75 to

$14.50 monthly.

Compiled by Mary Drier.

Continued from page one.

Christmas for Kids campaign underway

along with Hills and Dales General
Hospital and the Cass City
Municipal Building.

The Curtis Chrysler dealership will
continue to serve as the primary
drop-off center for toys and clothing
as well as always-welcome cash
donations, which are used to pur-
chase items needed to make sure all
the families on the club’s list are
served.  “We always need cash dona-
tions, and every dollar goes a lot far-
ther because of the discounts we get
from the stores,” Phillips-Lasceski
noted.

The annual effort targets families
residing in the Cass City School
District. Referrals are being provid-
ed by various area groups along with
local school officials. However, any-
one who knows a family in need is
encouraged to contact Phillips-
Lasceski at (989) 385-3039. 

Donations may be dropped off at
the local dealership during regular
business hours; Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Following last year’s 17th annual
Christmas for Kids campaign,
Phillips-Lasceski reported Rotary’s
Christmas list was successfully
filled, with club members distribut-
ing bags loaded with toys, games,
books and other gifts benefiting
more than 90 families – 184 children
and teens.

Of course, toys, games and other
gifts are in demand, according to
Phillips-Lasceski, who said a num-
ber of families can also use clothing,
including pajamas and cold-weather
items.  “I would say that winter jack-
ets, hats and gloves are always
appreciated,” she said.  “Honestly, a
lot of people request clothing
because it’s a need they have.”

Phillips-Lasceski indicated she’s
looking forward to another success-
ful campaign in the community.

“We try to make it an entire club
event,” she said, adding members
sign up to help out with pre-sorting
and final sorting of gifts, as well as
to lend a hand on the day the gifts are
distributed to families.  “So it takes
the entire Rotary Club to make this
possible.”

And, of course, the effort would not
enjoy the success it has without the
generosity demonstrated year after
year by individuals, businesses and
various organizations in the commu-
nity, she pointed out. “We couldn’t
do it without (their) support.”

For example, Rawson Memorial
District Library officials annually
collect dozens of books to donate.
“The library – Kate Van Auken and
her team – always do a great job of
getting us books,” Phillips-Lasceski
said.

“We have done it for 14 years,
including this year, and by my esti-
mation we have collected over 2,500
books,” said Van Auken, library
director.  “Our patrons and staff
donate each year to this project. We
sort them by age and deliver them to
Rotary.  We are so glad to be able to
donate to families with children in

need in our community.”
Also this year, the project is benefit-

ing from the Gazella Jean Deering
Memorial Fund.

“Loss can be hard, but I hope the
family of Gazella Jean find peace
this holiday season, knowing her
memory will live on in the smiles of
boys and girls on Christmas morn-
ing,” Phillips-Lasceski said.

This year’s Christmas for Kids dis-
tribution date has been scheduled for
Friday, Dec. 16, at Curtis Chrysler.
“We’d like to have all the donations

in by the 12th of December,” said
Phillips-Lasceski, who noted volun-
teers plan to wrap up the project a lit-
tle earlier this year, in plenty of time
for families to collect their gifts
before the holiday, which falls on a
Sunday this year.

“With the holidays fast approach-
ing, we’re looking forward to help-
ing families and children enjoy their
Christmas,” she said. “It’s nice to
know you’re making a child’s
Christmas merrier.”

More information about this year’s
campaign, including making a dona-
tion, is available by contacting
Curtis Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at
(989) 872-2184.

KINGSTON ELEMENTARY School second graders enjoyed their annual

Thanksgiving reenactment. The kids made their own corn bread and pump-

kin pie, and spent the afternoon bartering, feasting and playing games.

(Provided photo)

Thankful Kingston kids...


