
Cass City VFW
boosts hospital’s

fundraising campaign
Page 5

VOLUME 110, NUMBER 32 75 CENTS  ~  20 PAGES CASS CITY, MICHIGAN - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2016

Complete coverage of the Cass City community and surrounding areas since 1899

Local art student
designs winning
corn maze entry

Photos, page 20

Huron County crack

probe lands one

suspect in jail
Page 4

AT JUST FOUR feet two inches tall, Deford’s

Riley Copeland, the daughter of Mark and Sue

Copeland, is dwarfed by the bear she bagged

earlier this month while hunting with her dad

and some family friends in the Upper Peninsula.

The bruin stood more than six feet tall and

weighed an estimated 300 pounds or more.

Small hunter, big bear
Deford 13-year-old bags 300-pound bruin in the UP

NEXTERA ENERGY Resources is in the process of developing Tuscola III Wind

Energy Center in Almer, Ellington and Fairgrove townships. When completed, the

project will add 52 turbines to the skyline in those townships. (Mary Drier photo)

Townships
gearing up
to address
wind farm

Heart Safe

Cass River Greenway approved
for National Park Service grant

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City’s Riley Copeland has a
thrilling hunting tale to share after
bagging a bear in Michigan’s

Upper Peninsula earlier this month.
Of course, bear hunting is a popular

pastime among several Thumb area
residents, and Copeland’s story may
not sound all that out of the ordinary.

Until you find out this particular

brown bear stood at six-plus feet
in height and weighed in at more
than 300 pounds, and that
Copeland, in contrast, is a petite
13-year-old who stands about four
feet two inches tall and weighs just
over 60 pounds.

This wasn’t a first hunt for the
Cass City eighth grader, the
daughter of Mark and Sue
Copeland of Deford. Family mem-
bers introduced her to the sport
early on, starting with squirrel and
rabbit hunting.  At the age of eight,
she bagged her first deer – a doe
during Michigan’s youth hunt –
with a .410 shotgun, and followed
that success up the same year by
taking a six-point buck. A year
later she brought home a trophy
10-point.

Still, bear hunting is a different
adventure altogether, according to
Mark Copeland, who along with
some friends accompanied his
daughter on her hunt, utilizing the
skills of dogs they’ve spent years
breeding and training to track and
hone in on bears in an attempt to
force the animals to climb trees.

The hunting party, which includ-
ed Copeland and his daughter
along with friends Dirk DeLong
and Logan Mika, both Cass City
area residents, and Elkton resident
and professional taxidermist Arnie
Fritz, made the six-hour drive to
their hunting camp in Newberry,
located in Luce County in the
Upper Peninsula, earlier this
month.

The trip was planned after Riley
was successful in winning a bear
permit through the state’s lottery
system.  It was her third year of
applying for a bear tag.

The group spent the first four
days on various trails, putting the
dogs on cold trails in hopes of
locating a boar or sow without
cubs, but they came up empty-
handed each day after seeing only
sows with cubs, according to
Copeland, who has been training
and hunting with hounds for a few
years and said he spent every
weekend since July working with
his dogs in preparation for the lat-
est hunting expedition.

“It’s not like running rabbits.
With hounds you have to train and
train and train.  They’re kind of
like their own breed of dog,” he
said.  “I’ve been training with the
DeLongs for about four years —
they’ve been training dogs for like

Please turn to page 10.

Internet safety focus of school meet
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Gov. Rick Snyder proclaimed
October as Michigan’s

Cybersecurity Awareness Month to
remind Michiganders of the need be
vigilant when online.

Although the Internet is a helpful
and educational tool, there can be

dangers that come with its use.
Cass City School officials want

everyone to be safe online, which
prompted them to contact Michigan
State Police Community Service
Trooper Mark Swales and ask him to
present programs on Internet safety
at the school.

Swales conducted a special pro-
gram for students in grades seven
through 12.  And, he will present a
program or parents tonight
(Wednesday) starting at 7 p.m. in the
junior-senior high school gym.

“We are addressing issues on the
Internet for students as well as for
parents because parents only know a
small fraction of what their kids
know (about) using the Internet. It’s
about keeping kids and everyone
safe online,” said school Supt. Jeff
Hartel. “A parent came to us request-
ing this program.”

Schools have safeguards setup on
district computers that restrict what
sites students can access.

“Most home computers don’t have
that. We want students to be safe
online and to educate them on that.
That is why we contacted the
Michigan State Police to present that
program,” Hartel said, noting there
are predators out there. “And, giving
out too much personal information
on social websites can also be dan-
gerous.”

Throughout October, Michigan
State Police officials have been pro-
moting ways for Michiganders to be
safe and secure online as a part of the
Michigan Cyber Initiative.

For additional information about

Please turn to page 10.

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Two Tuscola County townships
have moved forward with one of the
necessary steps for the development
of a wind farm.

Officials in Almer Charter
Township and Ellington Township
each selected the engineering firm
The Spicer Group of Saginaw to help
the townships’ planning commis-
sions through the process.
“Spicer will help with the engineer-

ing of the wind farm, reviewing the
permits for the turbines, and with
public hearings,” explained Almer
Charter Township Clerk Peggy
Reavey. “The cost for everything is
estimated at $55,000.”

NextEra Energy Resources is in the
process of developing Tuscola III
Wind Energy Center in Almer,
Ellington and Fairgrove townships.
The $200 million project will have
52 turbines in those three townships,
with 17 turbines in Fairgrove and 19
each in Ellington and Almer.

The project is expected to start and

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

More than 100 Michigan schools
last week joined a growing group of
districts recognized for going above
and beyond in their efforts to be pre-
pared for a cardiac emergency.

The Michigan Departments of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) and Education (MDE);
American Heart Association (AHA);
Michigan High School Athletic
Association (MHSAA); and
Michigan Alliance for Prevention of
Sudden Cardiac Death of the Young
(MAP-SCDY) Thursday awarded
105 schools with the MI
HEARTSafe School designation.

The Cass City Public Schools –
both the elementary and junior-sen-
ior high buildings – was among the
first districts to earn the designation
when the MI HEARTSafe project
was established three years ago, and
is still the only Thumb area school
district certified by the program.

“Many sudden cardiac deaths that
claim the lives of children and young
adults could be prevented through
screening, detection, and treatment,”
said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical
executive of MDHHS.

“Appropriate medical response
within three to five minutes is crucial
for increasing the chance of survival,
which is why I’m pleased to see so
many of our schools taking vital
measures to prepare and address this
health issue.”
In order for a school to receive a MI

HEARTSafe School designation, it
must perform at least one cardiac
emergency response drill per year;
have a written medical emergency
response plan and team; have current
CPR/AED certification of at least 10
percent of staff, 100 percent of head
varsity coaches, and 50 percent of
P.E. staff; have accessible, properly
maintained and inspected AEDs with
signs identifying their location; and
ensure pre-participation sports
screening of all student athletes
using the current physical and histo-
ry form endorsed by the Michigan
High School Athletic Association.

AED stands for automated external
defibrillator, a portable electronic
device that automatically diagnoses
the life-threatening cardiac arrhyth-
mias of ventricular fibrillation and
ventricular tachycardia in a patient,
and is able to treat them through
defibrillation, the application of
electrical therapy which stops the
arrhythmia, allowing the heart to
reestablish an effective rhythm.

“We are so proud to support

Schools recognized for
readiness to respond
to cardiac emergencies

Please turn to page 7. Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass River Greenway officials’ efforts to secure National Water Trail des-
ignation for the Cass River are a step closer to reality with assistance com-
ing from the U.S. National Park Service.

Officials announced Thursday that the Cass River Greenway has been
approved for an assistance grant from the U.S. National Park Service (NPS)
– Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program, a technical assistance
program that supports successful partnerships with communities across the
country in achieving their conservation and outdoor recreation visions and
goals.

The National Park Service will facilitate the Cass River Greenway’s proj-
ect planning and help assess the feasibility of securing National Water Trail
designation.

“The assistance grant is for time spent by NPS staff to work with us.  That
time involves meeting with us in person, the NPS staff working for our proj-
ect at their office, providing materials to us, travel, etc.,” explained Cass
River Greenway member Bob Zeilinger.

“The grant is for NPS personnel working with us for one year, starting in
October 2016,” he added. “Recognizing it usually takes more than one year
to complete a project like this, we most likely can get a year extension for
the following year.”

Cass River Greenway is an effort by a group of local volunteers, assisted
by professional resources and municipal leaders, working to enhance recre-
ational opportunities and the environmental well-being of the Cass River
Corridor with a focus on three goals: to improve recreation, habitat and
water quality.

The Cass River runs through Saginaw, Tuscola, Sanilac and Huron coun-
ties.  
Barbara Nelson-Jameson, Michigan program coordinator for the NPS, stat-

ed “I applaud the work that has already been done to develop the Cass River
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Kranz Funeral Home offers Vitalboards
to assist residents facing an emergency

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kranz Funeral Home is best known
for providing services to those who
have lost a loved one to illness or
injury, but the local business is also
working to help save lives by invest-
ing in an initiative designed to assist
residents in an emergency.
Owner Debra Kranz says she recog-

nized a very unique opportunity to
assist local first responders through
an ingenious initiative that will help
save lives.

“This initiative consists of two
parts.  The Vital ICE (In Case of
Emergency) app for your smart
phone can be downloaded from
either the Apple App Store or Google
Play. Enter the code: #2195,” said
Kranz, who noted Kranz Funeral
Home is making this potentially life-
saving app available for free to
download in the community as a way
of showing its gratitude for allowing
them to serve the community.
“This app has a user-provided med-

ical information database, first-aid
treatment protocol for 16 common
emergencies, dependent informa-

tion, an audible alarm, and many
other features to aid first responders
in providing vital care in the quickest
time possible,” Kranz explained.
“The most important feature on this
app is a 911 button.  If you have an
emergency, you simply have to push
the button for the local 911 to be
called.”

In addition, residents are encour-
aged to obtain a “Vitalboard” from
Kranz Funeral Home in Cass City.

“This is a write-on-wipe-off mag-
netic memo board that can be affixed
to refrigerators,” Kranz said. “These
useful boards have a Monday
through Sunday planner, shopping
list, note area and important phone
numbers section.  A wet erase mark-
er with mounting clip will accompa-
ny the board, which should be placed
on the front of the refrigerator door.
“What makes the Vitalboards initia-

tive unique is that on the reverse side
of each one, there is room for each
resident to record critical health
information,” she added.  “This vital
information includes questions taken
from surveyed EMS/fire/police and
ER staff and represents a portion of
the required documentation needed
in the event of a medical emer-

gency.”
This “need to know” information

could help save a life if the resident
is unable to speak or is otherwise
incapacitated.  Homeowners are
instructed to fill out this information
as accurately and legibly as possible.
A small weatherproof sticker is also
included, which should be affixed on
or near the front door of each resi-
dence.

Kranz said she and her staff would
be happy to help residents complete
their information if they would like
assistance.
“In the event of an emergency at the

residence, first responders can iden-
tify the location of the Vitalboard on
display to retrieve the homeowner’s
vital information,” Kranz continued.
“These boards can then be easily
taken on the ambulance to the hospi-
tal, where ER staff can further access
this critical information.  Remember,
time is of the essence when saving
lives.”

Area residents are can contact
Kranz Funeral Home at (989) 872-
2195 with any questions or to
arrange for the pickup of their
Vitalboards.

Continued from page one.

Cass River Greenway approved for NPS grant

Water Trail and am looking forward
to working with the Cass River
Greenway partners on an exemplary

water trail with opportunities for
recreation, education, and conserva-
tion that the public can explore and
enjoy.”

Water trails, which provide social,

economic, conservation and recre-
ational opportunities, are recreation-
al routes on waterways with a net-
work of public access points sup-
ported by broad-based community
partnerships.

Officials say a successful Cass
River Water Trail will provide users
with significantly richer recreation
experiences, promote environmental
stewardship, and substantially add to
the economic viability of river com-
munities.

The Cass River Water Trail project
is designed to bring individuals,
organizations, and communities
together into one cohesive coalition
to plan and implement a nationally
designated water trail.

National Park Service water trail
designation demonstrates achieve-
ment in implementation of best prac-
tices in the design and management
of the water trail, and offers signifi-
cant promotional opportunities for
the region.

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

Granny, get your gun...

When someone opens fire on innocent, unarmed peo-
ple, if one of those under fire is able to shoot back, then
maybe only a few would be killed if the gunman were
taken down before he killed dozens.

I’m not a Dirty Harriet (the female version of the
movie character Dirty Harry). I just believe in a per-
son’s right to own a gun and to use it for protection.

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is
that good men do nothing.Fall injuries serious

risk for the elderly Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Normally, I try to keep my columns on the lighter
side, and keep my personal opinions to myself, but
there are times when I write what is on my mind.
I’ve read local news articles about the Harbor Beach

School crossing guard who is not allowed to carry
her concealed gun while working, even though she
has a license to do so. I had mixed feelings when I
read these stories, but I can see both sides of that
issue.

Then, there was the shooting at a South Carolina
school Sept. 28 when a 14-year old opened fire on
the playground, killing Jacob Hall, six, and injuring
others. My heart broke as I watched the little boy’s
funeral that had a superheroes’ theme.
This shooting was very tragic, but I consoled myself

that at least it didn’t have mass causalities like some
of the shootings that happened earlier this year.

With those issues on my mind, I decided to speak
up. I believe in gun control, but not the kind most
talk about. Guns should be controlled by more peo-
ple (except assault rifles). It is my belief that today’s
problems are not a gun control issue but rather relat-
ed to mental health problems and an overall break-
down of society.  At some point in most of the news
reports about mass shootings, the issue of a person’s
mental health, being treated for a mental health issue
and having once been hospitalized has come up more
and more.

Mental health services should be expanded rather
than limiting a person’s right to protect themselves,
their family, and property.

I own guns. Yes, I’m a pistol-packing grandma. I
know how and I’m not afraid to use a gun if neces-
sary.

The only thing gun control would control is what I
just said – making a person vulnerable. Criminals are
not afraid to break the law. They do time after time.
Limiting a law abiding person’s access to a gun
would give those who have no regard for the law free
rein.

Those intent on doing harm to or killing others
might think twice if they were looking down the bar-
rel of guns pointing at them.

Before becoming a journalist, one of the many jobs
I had was as a security guard. The first security com-
pany allowed us to carry a gun and taught us how to
use it. When I was going through that training, the
instructors were surprised that I knew how to handle
a gun, had respect for it, and could hit a target. 

In my family, as soon as you were a head full taller
than a shotgun, you learned how to shoot.

Being a security guard came with a lot of responsi-
bility, low pay, long hours and sometimes danger. I
probably would have stayed in that profession or
maybe gone into law enforcement if the company I
worked for hadn’t been bought out by a company
whose policy was “no guns.”

I felt vulnerable without a gun when I had to work
without one after having one for so long. After a
while, I adjusted and didn’t think much more about it
until I was shot at when patrolling a construction site
in Flint. I wasn’t hurt and the experience brought a
whole new respect for law enforcement officers and
the importance of having to defend myself if neces-
sary.
Some people today have no compassion or value for

human life, and others have no backbone when it
comes to taking those who do wrong to task. Crime
and punishment need to be more than just a book
title. It needs to become a fact again.

I know a lot of people won’t agree with me on this.
It is my opinion. I know what it is like to be shot at
and not be able to do anything about it but duck
down, throw the car in reverse, hit the gas and pray.

In conjunction with Pink October, the Cass City
volleyball team is hosting “Volley for a Cure” on
Oct. 25 during their regular season home finale
match against Caro.
Each year the Cass City and Caro volleyball pro-

grams participate in this very special event. The
players from both teams wear a special T-Shirt in
honor of or in remembrance of someone special in
their lives that has been touched by cancer. These
shirts are free to the players thanks to their
fundraising efforts.

This years’ event will also hold a silent auction
and that’s how you can help.

Cass City Coach Amy Cuthrell says any items
from the community to help the fundraising
efforts to fight cancer would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Some suggestions that do well are gift baskets,
gift cards, and handmade craft items.

To get involved with the event, contact coach
Cuthrell or Cass City Athletic Director Don
Markel.

********** 

In an effort to improve my credit score, I applied
for a Visa card that came in handy for Saturday’s
Michigan State University football game against
Northwestern. 

Tickets for four, $160, half their face value.
Gas, parking, food and souveniers, $180, thanks

to my sister who did most of the work for the tail-
gate.

Lodging for Saturday night, another $250, that
also included breakfast the next morning.

The Spartans’ performance against the Wildcats,
priceless. If you’re a Michigan Wolverine fans.

********** 

Cass City boys’ basketball Coach Tyler Erla is
putting together an alumni game to help with
fundraising efforts for his cage team. He hopes to
build the event into an annual affair with games
for both former girl and boy players.

Not only will the fundraiser help the school’s
basketball programs, but Erla would like to make
a donation to a community project as the event
grows in populatity. 

Once again, to get involved, contact athlete
director Don Markel or coach Erla to help with the
event.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

For many of us, taking a fall means little more than a
scraped arm or bump on the head and, perhaps, a little
embarrassment.  But for others, especially the elderly,
a fall can mean a serious injury requiring surgery and
months of rehabilitation, or even death.
And the risk of falling only increases with the cold and

snow a Michigan winter brings each year.
“Falls are the leading cause of fatal injury for older

adults in the state, but by taking a few simple measures,
they are preventable,” said Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Director Nick
Lyon. “Contrary to common belief, falls are not an
inevitable part of growing older. That’s why taking time
to learn how to protect ourselves, our friends and our
family members from falls is critically important.”

Fall-related deaths are on the rise in Michigan. Falls
are also the leading cause of traumatic brain injuries
and injury-related hospitalizations for the senior popu-
lation.

In 2014, falls resulted in 907 deaths for people aged
65 and older in Michigan, and 14,179 people of this
same age group were hospitalized from fall-related
injuries. These injuries among older adults cost the
U.S. health care system more than $30 billion dollars
annually.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), each year millions of people ages
65 and older are treated in emergency departments
because of falls, with more than 800,000 patients hos-
pitalized — most often because of a broken hip or head
injury.  In fact, more than 95 percent of hip fractures
are caused by falling, usually by falling sideways.
Falls are also the most common cause of traumatic
brain injuries (TBI).

Nationwide, fall injuries are among the 20 most
expensive medical conditions.  The average hospital
bill for treating such injuries totals more than $30,000.

CDC officials say there are a number of risk factors
that contribute to falls, including lower body weakness,
vitamin D deficiency, difficulties with walking and bal-
ance, various medications, vision problems, foot pain
or poor footwear, and home hazards (broken or uneven
steps, throw rugs, lack of handrails, etc.).

However, a combination of interventions can signifi-
cantly reduce falls.

Experts recommend a physical activity regimen with
balance, strength training, and flexibility components;
consulting with a health professional about getting a
fall risk assessment; having medications reviewed peri-
odically; getting eyes and hearing checked annually;
and making sure the home environment is safe and sup-
portive.
Senior centers across the United States have evidence-

based programs like Matter of Balance and Tai Chi,
which help older adults gain strength, improve balance,
and increase confidence. Your local Area Agency on
Aging (AAA) will have information on these programs
in the community.

In Michigan, all Area Agencies on Aging have Matter
of Balance programs that are offered at senior centers
and many other convenient locations, due to a health
endowment fund grant.  Since 2015, more than 5,000
older adults in Michigan have completed this program,
and benefit from an increased sense of control and
fewer restrictions in their lives.  Visit
www.michigan.gov/aging to find a local AAA.
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welcomes letters

to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. The latter is in
case it is necessary to call for verification, but won’t be used in the newspaper. Names
will be withheld from publication upon request, for an adequate reason. The Chronicle
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific nature, for instance, from a club
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Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a $5
additional charge for including a photo.

.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Edward A. Huxell, 58, Caro, was
sentenced to 180 days in the county
jail and 36 months probation follow-
ing his plea of guilty to a charge of
violating the Sex Offenders
Registration Act by failing to register
as a sex offender in Michigan after
being required to register as a sex
offender in another state Jan. 20,
2015, in Caro.  He was also convict-
ed of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

The jail term was deferred by the
court, which ordered the defendant
to pay court costs and fines totaling
$1,008 plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Nathaniel R. Pikyavit, 18, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
(180 days deferred), with worksite
privileges, following his plea of no
contest to criminal sexual conduct,
second degree, between Sept. 1 and
Nov. 20, 2014, in Indianfields
Township.

He was also placed on 60 months

probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,008 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Ricky T. Sommerfield II, 33,
Kingston, was sentenced to 365 days
in jail (deferred) following his con-
viction on charges of operating a
motor vehicle while intoxicated,
third offense, May 3 in Fremont
Township, and to being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).
He was placed on 60 months proba-

tion and ordered to complete 480
hours of community service and pay
costs and fines totaling $1,258 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Martin R. Rose, 44, Caro, was
sentenced to one day in jail and
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $125 following his conviction on
a misdemeanor charge of assault and
battery Dec. 27 in Vassar, and to a
charge of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

*Joseph W. LaCourse, 44, Caro,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no con-

test to committing an organized
retail crime in March-April in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,008 plus restitution
of $602.37 and attorneys fees of
$500.

*Michael D. Letts, 47, Vassar, was
sentenced to 180 days in jail
(deferred) and 12 months probation
following his pleas of no contest to
charges of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer and oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a high
BAC (blood alcohol content) of .17
or more May 26 in Vassar.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,558.

*Ryan S. Thornton, 24, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to attempted
assault by strangulation May 28 in
Indianfields Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
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by Tom Montgomery

Editor

An investigation into crack cocaine
sales in Huron County led to the
arrest of a 66-year-old Bridgeport
man after he allegedly sold crack at a
Sebewaing gas station last
Wednesday afternoon.

The incident took place at about
1:15 p.m., according to Huron
County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson.

“Today’s arrest is the result of a
two-week investigation where other

crack buys had taken place in
Sebewaing,” he said.  “He (suspect)
was transported to our jail and
remains lodged in it on felony deliv-
ery charges of cocaine.”

Bond for the suspect was set at
$10,000 and his formal arraignment
in Huron County District Court was
scheduled for Thursday.

Hanson said deputies seized the
man’s pickup and more than $100 in
cash.  “A search warrant to search his
pickup will be sought in the days to
come,” he added.

The Sebewaing Police Department
assisted deputies in the case.

“Our office always encourages ille-
gal drug tips by calling your local
police department or by calling our
office during regular business hours
at (989) 269-6500 or Huron Central
Dispatch’s non-emergency number
anytime at (989) 269-6421,” the
sheriff noted.  “Confidential callers
can use our TIPS Line of (989) 269-
2861.  We’re also available on
Facebook through our Huron County
Sheriff’s Office Drug Task Force
page.

Crack sales investigation leads
to arrest at Sebewaing station

Reward offered in theft of expensive torch set
A $500 reward is being offered for

information regarding a stolen indus-
trial torch set, which was taken from
2077 Sand Beach Rd. in Huron
County’s Verona Township between
the hours of 8 p.m. Oct. 10 and 9
a.m. Oct. 11.

The torch is an oxygen/propane

Smith SC940 valued at more than
$1,500, according to Huron County
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson.  Also miss-
ing were some accessories, including
a long torch wand.

Anyone with information can con-
tact the sheriff’s department during

regular business hours at (989) 269-
6500 or Huron Central Dispatch at
(989) 269-6421. 

Citizens who wish to provide infor-
mation anonymously are encouraged
to call the department’s confidential
TIPS line at (989) 269-2861.
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NOTICE OF HEARING OF THE PETITION OF THE 
VILLAGE OF   CASS CITY TO ANNEX CERTAIN TERRITORY 

                                 TO THE VILLAGE OF CASS CITY 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 

 NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Village Council of the Village of Cass City, Tuscola County, Michigan 
has petitioned the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners to annex to the Village of Cass City, 
Tuscola County, Michigan, the following described lands located in the Township of Elkland, Tuscola 
County, Michigan, to-wit: 

Township of Elkland, County of Tuscola, State of Michigan, Commencing at the 
center of Section 33, Town 14 North, Range 11 East, thence South 01 degrees 
53 minutes 22 seconds West along the North and South quarter line of said 
Section 33, 66.0 feet to the point of beginning of this description; thence South 01 
degrees 53 minutes 22 seconds West along the North and South quarter line of 
said Section 33, 554.33 feet; thence North 88 degrees 37 minutes 10 seconds 
West, 330.01 feet; thence North 01 degrees 53 minutes 22 seconds East, 555.61 
feet; thence South 88 degrees 23 minutes 51 seconds East, 330.0 feet to the 
point of beginning. Being in and a part of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of Section 33, Town 14 North, Range 11 East. 
More commonly known at V/L Doerr Road, Cass City, MI  48726 
Tax Parcel No. 007-033-000-2900-01 

This notice shall be published in the Cass City Chronicle, a newspaper published in the Village of 
Cass City, one time each week for three weeks immediately preceding the hearing on the petition. 
The hearing on the petition will be a public hearing and all persons for or against the proposed 
annexation may be heard.  The hearing will be held in the Purdy Building Boardroom, 125 
W. Lincoln Street, Caro, MI, on the 27th day of October, 2016, at   7:30 A.M., EST. 

 
Dates:  October 14, 2016                                           _______Jody Fetting_______ 

Clerk of the Tuscola County  

          Michael Hoagland          
Administrator, Tuscola Board of 
Commissioners 

 
        Nanette Walsh 

 

Village Clerk 
Village of Cass City, Tuscola County, 
Michigan 

 

News briefs

REPRESENTATIVES of VFW Post 3644, Cass City,

recently presented a donation of $1,500 to the Hills and

Dales General Hospital Foundation’s building cam-

paign.  Pictured above (left to right) are Randy Wright,

VFW post quartermaster; Judy Brown, building cam-

paign committee member; Joe Merchant, VFW post

commander; Jean Anthony, Hills and Dales president

and CEO; and Dave McNaughton Jr., VFW post vice

commander.

Cass City VFW Post boosts Hills and
Dales General Hospital building fund 

CASS CITY - Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems (TBHS) will host a series
of programs entitled “Youth Mental Health First Aid” next month at the
Rawson Memorial District Library, 6495 Pine St., Cass City.
The Youth Mental Health First Aid program, slated for Wednesday, Nov. 2,

from 6 to 9 p.m., is designed to offer the tools on how to provide basic help
to a young person experiencing a mental health or substance use challenge,
mental health disorder, or a mental health crisis. The “first aid” is given until
appropriate help is received or until the crisis resolves.

The course utilizes role-playing and simulations to help participates gain
skills to offer initial assistance in a mental health crisis and how to effective-
ly connect adolescents to appropriate community resources, according to
Susan Rickwalt-Holder, TBHS director of marketing and training.

Participants will learn the common mental health challenges for youths,
typical adolescent development, and a five-step action plan for how to help
young people both in crisis and non-crisis situations, she said, adding the
classes are important because: one in five families is affected by a mental
health disorder; one in four Americans will be diagnosed with a mental
health condition this year; and every 16 minutes someone in the U.S. dies by
suicide.

BAD AXE – The annual Huron County 4-H Fall Family Social will be held
Sunday, Nov. 6, at the Pasta House in Kinde.  The event will begin at 2 p.m.
with a pasta and salad bar dinner. The guest speakers for the afternoon will
be 4-H teen leaders giving a presentation on their involvement and experi-
ences in various 4-H activities.

The event is devoted to recognizing 4-H members for their outstanding
work in specific project areas, competitive activities and leadership roles
through the 4-H program, according to Kari A. VerEllen, 4-H administrative
assistant, Huron County MSU Extension.

The 4-H Leaders’ Association is also hosting its eighth annual 4-H Silent
Auction fundraiser, with all proceeds going to 4-H scholarships to 4-H
Exploration Days, 4-H Capitol Experience, Kettunen Center workshops,
Thumb Area 4-H Camp, Citizenship Washington Focus, etc.  Donations are
encouraged and should be dropped off at the MSE Extension office, located
in the Huron County Health Department Complex (Suite 200), 1142 S. Van
Dyke Rd., Bad Axe, by 4:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 28.

Compiled by Mary Drier and Tom Montgomery

SANILAC COUNTY –  Sanilac County Sheriff Garry Biniecki last week
announced members of his department are participating in “No-Shave
November” as a fun way to raise funds for a good cause.  This year the
deputies have chosen the P.C.U.P.S. Foundation prostate cancer charity to
receive donations collected next month.

“I just wanted to alert the public in advance that they will be seeing
unshaven sheriff’s office staff during the month of November,” Biniecki
said.  “It is for a worthy cause and I am happy that my staff wanted to use
this fun opportunity to give back to the community and make a positive dif-
ference.”

CARO — Marc Augsburger, president and CEO of Caro Community
Hospital, has been named chairman of the Michigan Health and Hospital
Association (MHA) Small or Rural Hospital
Council for the 2016-2017 program year.
Augsburger has been a member of the council
since 2013.

The MHA Small or Rural Hospital Council
examines the broad issues facing the healthcare
industry and represents the perspective of the
small and rural provider on these issues to the
policy and decision-making bodies of the MHA.
The council also focuses on issues unique to the
small or rural healthcare provider from a regula-
tory and policy development viewpoint.
Augsburger’s responsibilities as chairman
include leading quarterly council meetings
throughout the program year and assisting with
agenda planning.

Augsburger has also served since 2013 on the MHA Legislative Policy
Panel, which identifies and analyzes healthcare legislation, recommends for-
mal association positions to the MHA Board of Trustees, and helps guide
association advocacy efforts based on the board’s legislative and political
priorities.

In 2015, Augsburger received the MHA Healthcare Leadership Award for
exceptional leadership and driving positive change at Caro Community
Hospital.

CASS CITY — As part of the Cass City School District’s healthy child ini-
tiative, students are encouraged to walk to school each Wednesday morning
during the month of October.  Participating students meet at various gather-
ing locations in town and are then escorted to school by adult volunteers,
according to organizers, who say local banks are supporting the effort by
donating drinking water for the kids.

Roughly 190 students took part in the first week and 210 students partici-
pated in the second week.  More information is available by contacting the
school at (989) 872-2148.

Marc Augsburger

Deputies give up shaving for good cause 

Caro Community CEO new chairman

Cass City students walking for health

Mental health first aid meeting topic

4-H family social event set in Huron Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Hills and Dales Foundation’s
building campaign recently received
a generous donation from represen-
tatives of Cass City VFW 3644.

“With their donation of $1,500, the
VFW will be recognized at the ‘con-
tributor level’ for the campaign,”
said Hills and Dales Foundation
Director Danielle Blaine, who indi-
cated the fundraising effort is pro-
gressing nicely.

“The campaign began in early
August and to-date has pledges and
payments for $233,000,” Blaine
said.  “The goal is to raise $500,000
for the upcoming building project for
Hills and Dales General Hospital.”

The campaign was launched in
August in support of a planned $6
million renovation/expansion project
at the hospital that is largely being
funded through a USDA loan.

Officials are planning to break
ground next spring on the project,
which is expected to be completed in
roughly 18 months.

The improvements will involve
both the first and second floors of the
existing facility, ranging from major

upgrades to a dozen patient rooms to
the creation of space to host both the
hospital’s specialty and after-hours
clinics, now housed in office build-
ings located across from Hills and
Dales.

The renovated patient rooms will
transform them into private rooms,
each with a bathroom and shower as
well as a family area so that visitors
feel welcome ad have the space to
stay overnight if desired.

Changes in the layout of the inpa-
tient floor will include updates to the
physical therapy area along with the
nurses’ station, activities room,
offices and storage for the second
floor.

A 25-foot expansion to the front of
the hospital will become clinic space
for two of the hospital’s physicians,
as well as the specialty and after-
hours clinics, which will be directly
accessible from the main entrance of
the hospital.  In addition, the expan-
sion of the main level will allow
patients to easily access laboratory
and radiology services.
The registration area, meanwhile, is

also in line for a facelift, providing
for a more private registration
process and centralizing Hills and
Dales’ emergency room and out-

patient areas, which will be manned
24 hours a day.

The project also calls for a new gift
shop for the Hills and Dales General
Hospital Auxiliary, an expansion of
the existing cafeteria on the lower
level of the hospital, and a new main
entrance canopy and lobby area.

Blaine indicated hospital officials
are pleased not only with the com-
prehensive nature of the planned
upgrades, but also with the commu-
nity’s response to supporting the
project via a significant number of
contributions made just weeks into
the building fund campaign.

“We are absolutely thrilled with the
pledges for the campaign so far,” she
said.  “We have always known what
a generous community we live in,
but we truly didn’t think we would
be almost halfway to our goal in
three months.  We are very excited to
see where the campaign will end
up.”

The Hills and Dales Building
Campaign Committee will be host-
ing a kick-off event Thursday, Nov.
3, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at Northwood
Meadows in Cass City. There will be
light refreshments and a chance to
learn more specifics about the proj-
ect and fundraising campaign. 



PAGE SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2016

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

This is the best
(worst) job ever

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Clayton and Dorothea (TerBush)
Sawdon recently celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary. The cou-
ple married Aug. 26, 1961 in
Thomas. They have 3 daughters:
Deanna (Michael) King of Marlette,
Lori (Shea) Walker of Houston,
Texas and Deborah (Jeff) LaBelle
of Ft. Wayne, Ind. Grandchildren
include Caitlin King, Brandon
King, Elle Walker, Erin Walker,
Jordan LaBelle and Connor
LaBelle. They celebrated their
anniversary with an extended trip
through Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula.

Tuscola Behavioral Health
Systems (TBHS) officials recently
lauded the employees at TI
Automotive of Caro and TI Group
Automotive Systems of Cass City
for their generosity in donating food
items to TBHS, which will be dis-
tributing the food to assist a number
of individuals and families receiv-
ing services through TBHS

The Cass City cross country team
is all smiles after earning the 2011
GTW championship. Members are:
Alyssa Bennett, Ashley Potts, Erin
Zdrojewski, Shelby Abell, Elisabeth
Milligan, Jessa Prieskorn and
Ashtyn Janiskee-Weiler. Erin
Zdrojewski and Ashley Potts lead
the field at the GTW championship
race. The Lady Red Hawks captured
their second straight conference
title.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Several Cass City students are rec-
ognized as Schneeberger’s Athletes
of the Week for their contributions
in recent Red Hawk victories. On
the gridiron field, the entire offen-
sive unit – Brad Hartel, Micah
Randall, Derek Ricker, Kyle
Sieradzki, Dereck Halasz, Joe
Homrocky, Andrew Martin, Brad
Severance, Preston Stec, Derek
Suro and Alex Walsh - are honored
for their comeback win Friday
against Freeland. The Hawks’ 59-26
victory included 35 unanswered
points in the final half. On the hard-
wood court, Sara Meeker paced the
Hawks to a 47-25 win Tuesday over
visiting John Glenn. Meeker was
the only Hawk to reach double fig-
ures as she netted 10 points to com-
plement 4 rebounds. 

Cass City resident Dave Doerr
arrowed a trophy 10-point buck
while hunting behind his home in
Tuscola County. The brute field
dressed at 180 pounds and had an
inside spread of 16”.

Royal couples – Seniors Micah
Randall and Courtney Rabideau
highlighted Cass City’s
Homecoming ceremony as they
were announced 2006 king and
queen. Andy Dronsella and Becky
Schmidt were chosen as the Owen-
Gage 2006 Homecoming King and
Queen. 

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

The What’s Trump Euchre Club
met at the home of Ken and Theresa
Micklash. Bob and Sue Hutchinson
won by having the most euchres.
Russ and Marilyn Biefer will host
the club next month.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Lindsay of
Hobbs, N. M., Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Lindsay of AuGres, Mrs. Trudy
Meyers of Bridgeport, Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Lindsay of Decker, Mr. and
Mrs. David Lindsay of Waterford
and Mary Cease, who makes her
home with the Alex Lindsays, had
dinner at Frankenmuth Thursday to
celebrate David Lindsay’s birthday
and the Don Lindsays’ visit to
Michigan.

Deanna Hutchinson and Daniel
Merchant, along with their parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hutchinson and
Mr. and Mrs. William Merchant, all
of Cass City, announce their
engagement and upcoming wedding
Nov. 2.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles McConnell
of Caro announce the engagement
of their daughter, Laura Lee, to
Richard Fincke, son of Mr. and Mrs.
William Fincke of Coram, N.Y. The
wedding is planned for May 10,
1992.

Mary and Wayne Shank announce
the birth Oct, 12 of a son, Nicholas
Matthew, 6 pounds, 1 1/2 ounces
and 18 inches long, at Bay Medical
Center. Grandparents are Gerald
and Catherine Kappen of Defiance,
Ohio, and Walter and Loretta
Shantz of Gagetown. Great-grand-
parents are Margaret Beckett of
Cass City, Lenora Shantz of
Gagetown and Floretta Sharp of
Unionville.

Army Capt. Dale D. Cleland has
been decorated with the Bronze Star
Medal. The medal is awarded to
individuals for meritorious achieve-

There are days when I wholeheartedly agree with the career rankings put
out by the job-hunting website, CareerCast, which in recent years has rou-
tinely placed journalism at the bottom of the employment barrel in this coun-
try.

Fortunately, there are many more days when I couldn’t disagree more.
CareerCast annually ranks 200 U.S. occupations from best to worst, based

on work environment, emotional factors, income level, outlook, employ-
ment prospects and stress, although it’s worth noting the website doesn’t
measure job satisfaction or include input from workers who are actually
employed in their chosen professions.

Among the top 10 worst professions is being a mail carrier, according to
CareerCast studies, which indicate the field has the worst chances for growth
of all 200 jobs listed.  The good news is the outlook remains good for jobs
delivering mail to the “out-of-the way corners” in the country.

Also among the top (bottom?) worst careers are working as a fire fighter,
lumberjack and as a member of the U.S. military – no wonder given the
inherent stress and risk to life and limb in these occupations.
Cab drivers also made the list (and popularity of ride-sharing services such

as Uber haven’t helped), as did cooks (a job that involves plenty of stress
and physical labor as well as heat in the kitchen).

Thinking about becoming a corrections officer?  The CareerCast studies
note the folks entering this field are in for a tough work environment with
patrons who are often even tougher, adding elements of stress and danger to
the job.

Photojournalism also made the list, largely due to a shift in media outlets
relying more on “citizen journalists” using smartphones, as well as free-
lancers.  I’ve got news for anyone planning to work for a small newspaper:
staff photojournalists generally don’t exist – if you write the news, you take
your own pictures and rely on the help of readers who are skillful with a
camera.

Continuing along the lines of bad news for journalists, broadcasting is
another of the occupations on the “worst jobs” list.  Hey, competition for
these positions is fierce, and consumers are getting more and more of their
news online.

In spite of the less than optimistic forecast for those considering the same
profession I did more than three decades ago, there is a silver lining, accord-
ing to Sonny Albarado, a former president of the Society of Professional
Journalists; many journalists love their career, and those with a reporter’s
skill set could apply their research and writing skills to communication gigs
for online news venues, nonprofit organizations or other media outlets.
Or, you can find plenty of satisfaction working at a community newspaper.

I’m marking my 30th year at the Chronicle this month, and as far as I’m con-
cerned, it doesn’t get much better than earning a living by telling others’ sto-
ries through their eyes.

Sure, chances are good you won’t be contending for the next Pulitzer Prize,
and that dream of becoming a millionaire will have to remain on the shelf.

However, as Albarado pointed out: “Despite the doom and gloom, being a
journalist is still one of the best jobs on the planet.”

He’s right.  

ment or service during armed con-
flict. Cleland, an engineer at Fort
Carson, Colo., is the son of Curtis J.
and Theo J. Cleland, 7876
Germania Rd., Cass City. His wife,
Shawn, is the daughter of Don
Parkes of Lamoni, Iowa, and
Brenda S. Parkes of Overland Park,
Kan. Cleland is a 1982 graduate of
Cass City High School, and a 1986
graduate of the U.S. Military
Academy, West Point, N.Y.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Mr. and Mrs. David Loomis and
daughters, Julie and Diana, and
Mrs. Howard Loomis spent Sunday
afternoon in Midland. They met
Mike Loomis, who attends MSU in
East Lansing, and they visited
Lorinda Bye, who attends
Northwood Institute. They also met
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Partlo of
Akron, who were visiting their
daughter Terry at Northwood
Institute. 
Mr. and Mrs. Art Fisher had as din-

ner guests Friday evening, Mr. and
Mrs. Lyle Faber of Sebewaing, Mr.
and Mrs. George Fisher Sr., Miss
Jean Phelps, Mrs. Scott Fisher and
son Scotty of Crowley, La., who are
spending some time here, Mrs.
Betty Locke, Mr. and Mrs. George
Fisher Jr. and Elizabeth. Other
Fisher, families and Mr. and Mrs.
Larry Finkbeiner joined them later
for ice cream and cake as the fami-
ly celebrated the birthday of Arthur
Fisher.
Beatrice Soldan crocheted 72 pairs

of slippers for the Provincial House
residents. They were made in two
styles, various sizes and all colors
of the rainbow. 

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Getting set for Halloween and hav-
ing a wheelbarrow full of fun doing
it are Jimmy Polega, 4, and his 13-
month-old sister, Mary. Their sup-
ply of pumpkins should make
enough Jack-0-Lanterns to frighten
any stray goblins away come Oct.
31. They are the children of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Polega

Christopher Taylor, Cass City’s
newest police officer, wants to be an
attorney someday. He says he plans
to study law during his off-duty
hours once he’s admitted to law
school. Taylor, 30, became a full-
time village officer last month.

Coach Ron Nurnberger is smiling
from ear to ear these days and the
basketball season hasn’t even start-
ed. That’s because the Don
Richards family is moving to town.
A member of the family is a son
who just happens to be 6 feet, four
inches and a senior student eligible
for the Hawk varsity this winter. He
was a varsity player for Harbor
Beach last season.

Two area persons were among
1,963 students who were graduated
from Michigan State University fol-
lowing the completion of the sum-
mer quarter. No formal commence-
ment exercises were held. Susan C.
Koepfgen, daughter of Mrs.
Kenneth Maharg and the late
Donald Koepfgen, received a bach-
elor of science degree in retailing of
clothing and textile. She is a 1971
graduate of Cass City High School
and is currently employed as a
buyer’s assistant trainee for Hike’s
Department Store in Dayton, Ohio.
Ronald M. Rook, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Marvin R. Rook of Ubly, grad-
uated as a Doctor of Osteopathy. He
is a 1969 graduate of Ubly High
School and completed his under-
graduate work at Michigan State
University in 1973. He is presently
interning at Doctor’s Hospital in
Columbus, Ohio.

50 YEARS AGO (1966) 

Mrs. Frances Golding has been
appointed Elkland township treas-
urer to fill the unexpired term of
John McCormick. 

An attempt by the Cass City
Village Council to close Maple
Street near the village limits has
encountered stiff opposition by sev-
eral of the property owners in the
area. 

Members of the Elkland Township
Fire Department have completed a
two-day survey of Main Street busi-
nesses and Chief Nelson Willy
announced that the stores are gener-
ally in good fire preventive condi-
tion. 

Parking meters were off to a roar-
ing start in Cass City in the first four
days of operation. Revenue from
the meters was $101.91 in the peri-
od Monday through Thursday. In
addition $26 in fines was collected.  
Clinton Esckilsen, a career soldier,

received his warrant officer insignia
recently. He is a 12-year service vet-
eran.

Jeff Hartel ran the Hawk offense in
the victory over Lakers Friday. In
addition he made two game saving
tackles in the final period during a
Laker drive.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Autumn flowers and ferns formed
an arch before the fireplace in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Warren
Nugent in Bad Axe for the wedding
Saturday afternoon of their daugh-
ter, Miss Mary Ann Nugent, and
Ephraim Knight, Cass City, son of
Mrs. Edward Knight, Cass City.
Rev. L. Earl Barthlow, pastor of
Ubly Presbyterian Church, read the
ceremony. Mrs. Keith McConkey,
Cass City, sister of the bridegroom,
was matron of honor and Miss
Florence Nugent, Bad Axe, was
bridesmaid.

Mrs. Horace M. Bulen of Cass
City has been named county roll
call chairman for the annual Red
Cross membership drive which will
open on November 11, and is
already laying plans for a thorough
canvas of the entire county. As far
as possible all of the 23 townships
in the county will be solicited, as
the National Red Cross slogan this
year is for a 50 per cent increase in
membership to meet the heavy
demands caused by present world
conditions.

When Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Colwell celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary Sunday, October
19, guests at the dinner were Mr.
and Mrs. Claud Shaw of Decker,
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Colwell and two
children and Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Colwell and two children of
Saginaw, Mrs. John Beslock of Ann
Arbor, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Shaw
and three children and Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Marklewitz and two daugh-
ters of Rochester, Miss Margaret
Williamson of Detroit, and Private
Alvey Shaw of Camp Livingston,
Louisiana, a grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Colwell.

Three young men from Tuscola
County attended the annual national
convention of the Future Farmers of
America at Kansas City, Missouri,
this week. Gerald Hicks of Deford
and Clare Rawson of Cass City
were chosen to be among 60 mem-
bers of an F. F. A. band which
played at the convention and
George Smith of Vassar represents
the Vassar High School F. F. A. Club
as its delegate.
Mrs. William A. Blessed was elect-

ed president of the East Central
District Federation of Women’s
Clubs when that organization met at
Romeo Thursday and Friday. Other
officers elected are: First vice presi-
dent, Mrs. Chester Graham, Cass
City; second vice president, Mrs.
John Ritzema, Sebewaing; secre-
tary, Mrs. R. A. Schleiehter,
Marlette; treasurer, Mrs. A. M.
Albright, Saginaw; member of state
nominating committee, Mrs. A. J.
Knapp, Cass City.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

Noah Haist of Wisner township
had the misfortune to have two fires
on his farm within one week.
Thursday of last week, while cut-
ting straw from a stack near the barn
in some way the straw caught afire
and was about all destroyed. By
hard work the barn was saved. On
Monday morning the frame addi-
tion to his brick house caught afire
from the stove and was burned to
the ground. By the efforts of a large
number of neighbors the main part
of the house was saved. Besides the
loss of the building there were also
the contents, consisting of two
stoves, a large amount of clothing
ready to be washed, a thousand
pounds of flour. The loss will be
about $1,000 with $600 insurance.
Progress.

About fifty ladies were present at
the first social affair of this season
of the Woman’s Study Club
Monday afternoon at the beautiful
and spacious home of Mrs. J. D.
Brooker. After the guests had
assembled, a program composed of
the following numbers was given:
Piano solo, Mrs. I. D. McCoy; vocal
solos, Miss Marie Brooker; vocal
duet, Misses Clara Yntema and
Jewel Sparling; stories, Mrs. I. B.
Auten.
The old house on West Main Street

so long occupied by the late Mrs.
Rosanna Seeger is being moved to
its new site fronting on Brooker
Street and will be remodeled by
Michael Seeger. This removes one
of the old landmarks so well
remembered by the old settlers of
this vicinity. This house was built
about 45 years ago and was contin-
uously occupied by Mrs. Seeger
until the time of her death. 
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Continued from page one.

Michigan’s HEARTSafe schools,” said State Superintendent Brian Whiston.
“Ensuring schools are prepared for sudden cardiac emergencies through
planning, training, and life-saving AEDs is an important part of having safer
learning environments for students, staff, and the community.”

Between 2003 and 2012 in Michigan, there were 2,590 young individuals
between the ages of one and 39 years of age who died of sudden cardiac
death.  Of those, 214 were between 5 and 19 years of age.
This is the third year of the MI HEARTSafe Schools program in Michigan.

In the first two years of the initiative, 162 schools were previously designat-
ed as MI HEARTSafe Schools and prepared to help reduce the number of
sudden cardiac deaths among youth.

Public Act 12 of 2014 requires all schools (grades kindergarten to 12) to
have a cardiac emergency response plan in place.

The MI HEARTSafe School designation recognizes the 267 school build-
ings that have taken steps above and beyond to prepare to respond in the
event of a cardiac emergency.

In addition to staff training and AEDs – the Cass City Public Schools has
units in the elementary and junior-senior high buildings as well as at the
Cass City Early Childhood Education Center – the local district’s cardiac
emergency plan includes utilization of “code blue teams” organized in both
buildings.

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel explained the code blue teams are com-
posed of eight to 10 members, each with a job to do – from dialing 911 and
meeting an ambulance crew at the school, to initiating CPR and utilizing an
AED if necessary, during a cardiac emergency.  And, each team member has
a substitute in case someone is absent.

“It’s important to have people that are trained right on the scene and ready
to respond,” said Cass City School Nurse Kathy LaPonsie, RN.  “You can’t
rely on just one person – a school nurse.  You have to have a team that’s
trained to respond because…minutes matter.” 

“We hope to not ever have to use (the plan),” said Hartel, who acknowl-
edged it’s impossible to know when or where such an emergency will arise.

Hartel was a building principal back in the fall of 2009 when 18-year-old
Corey Sanders collapsed in the high school cafeteria.  School officials,
including para-professional and Elkland Township fire fighter Nick Moyer
and LaPonsie immediately initiated lifesaving efforts, but the high school
junior was pronounced dead a short time later after suffering an apparent
seizure.
“We couldn’t help Corey, but we are one of the very few schools I know of

in the Thumb area that has a full-time nurse,” Hartel said.  He credits Hills
and Dales General Hospital with the district’s ability to keep LaPonsie on
staff, in spite of budget cuts in recent years.  Hospital officials secured a one-
year grant to help cover her salary a few years ago, then demonstrated its
commitment to have a full-time school nurse by continuing to pay half of the
cost of keeping the position full-time. 

“They’ve been doing it for at least five years, and that’s a $30,000 invest-
ment for them, I’m sure,” Hartel added.

That sort of cooperative effort has also made all the difference in prepar-
ing for the worst should a student collapse during the school day, according
to LaPonsie.
“I’m glad that our school is so supportive, and Jeff is so supportive, and the

principals, and (we have) a staff that is willing to go through the training,”
she said, noting Hills and Dales General Hospital and MMR Ambulance
officials have also been generous with informational support.

“We have a lot of good community resources and community support.”

“Heart safe” schools recognized
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Moving is the universe’s way of telling you that you have too much stuff.
I get the message loud and clear, but please just give me time to atone for
my frivolous purchases.

We knew we were going to sell this house. We have talked about it for
years, but we have a love/hate relationship with it. I have a favorite book
entitled “An Affair with a House” by Bunny Williams. She writes of the old
farm house and gardens she lovingly restored.  All I can say is that my affair
didn’t last because my house cheated on me.

I love old houses, I but hate the upkeep. Especially the upkeep I can’t
appreciate. A few years ago I had to buy a new furnace. I had no choice so I
paid and they installed. Explaining this over dinner with friends, a practical
guest (an engineer, also from Michigan) asked me a basic question about my
boiler (I thought that I had a furnace, but I found out it is a boiler).

I had no idea how to answer him. “I haven’t even gone down in the base-
ment to look at it.” He just shook his head in disbelief. It was true. As long
as I had heat, I didn’t much care how I got it. “Well, I know it is a Carrier
and they advertise on TV, so it must be good.”

I just don’t like to spend money on things I cannot see – fabric, flooring,
new furniture or appliances are all within my acceptable list of purchases,
and of course books. I guess I should include heat in this list, even if I can’t
see it, I can certainly feel it. Let’s add air conditioning to the list as well.

It took us over a month to get the house in shape to even have the realtor
come look at it – his choice. He was right. We cleaned out our junk closet
and discovered it was quite a nice little room with a window overlooking the
Hudson River. I should have been using that for my office, which looks over
a roof so wide that all I see is tar. Who knew I had a coveted view of the
river?

Being overwhelmed with stuff, we called an auction company and they
took a full truck load away. I have a storage unit filled with just half my
books. (As you know, I think they are worth money). This couldn’t be worse
timing as October is the month all the new holiday books come out. I am
cleaver at sneaking them into the house since we have a front staircase and
a back one. While others are sleeping, I am tiptoeing down the front stairs to
retrieve my packages.

It was brutal when we got to packing the kitchen and pantry. We are actu-
ally having a casual dinner party this Saturday and using paper plates. That
makes me clutch my pearls. All the good dishes are packed along with the
linen napkins. We did save glasses, though not our good ones and we do
have cutlery, but not our good set.

We have devolved to a crockpot of chili and BYOB. My roommate is a
chef, so he thinks this is taking a big toll on his reputation. Friends are used
to candlelight dinners with several courses. In fact, our guests this week are
excited about the chili.

To be continued next week.

Editor’s note: This is the debut of a new column in the Chronicle, penned
by Cara Prieskorn, who grew up in Cass City and graduated with the same
students she went to kindergarten with.  From there, she attended the
University of Michigan, Vassar College and Sarah Lawrence College.

She’s a former longtime resident of the Hudson Valley in New York, where
she owned restaurants and catered for 10 years.  In her own words,
Prieskorn later “started selling drugs – the legal kind for a large pharma-
ceutical company.  When they claimed they were initiating ‘employment uti-
lization’ (downsizing), I knew it was time to go home.”

Clutching my Pearls

Cara Prieskorn

My house cheated

on me...part one
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Thumb state game areas
receive MAEAP status

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development’s
(MDARD) Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program
(MAEAP) recently recognized more than 50 farms, including four state
game areas in the Thumb, for implementing appropriate pollution prevention
practices.

The program assists farmers to comply with state and federal environmen-
tal regulations and with Right to Farm practices. Technical assistance is pro-
vided by local conservation districts.

MAEAP officials recognized 53 farms in one of the latest verification
rounds.  Recognized in the Forest, Wetlands and Habitat System category
were the Gagetown State Game Area, Gagetown, and the Rush Lake State
Game Area, Caseville, both in Huron County; the Cass City State Game
area, Cass City, in Tuscola County; and the Sanilac State Game Area, Ubly,
in Sanilac County.
“By taking the steps necessary to become an environmentally verified oper-

ation, these 53 farms have contributed to the assurance of sustainable farm-
ing practices,” said MDARD Director Jamie Clover Adams.

“Michigan is leading the national agriculture community in effective stew-
ardship practices with the voluntary, incentive-based MAEAP program,”
Clover added.  “The continued success of the program demonstrates that
environmental sustainability and economic development are not mutually
exclusive.”

MAEAP is a collaborative effort of farmers, MDARD, Michigan Farm
Bureau, commodity organizations, universities, conservation districts, con-
servation and environmental groups and state and federal agencies.  More
than 100 local coordinators and technical service providers are available to
assist farmers as they move through the MAEAP process toward verifica-
tion.

An average of 8,000 Michigan farmers attend educational programs annu-
ally, 10,000 Michigan farms have started the verification process and more
than 3,300 farms have been verified to-date.

To become MAEAP verified, farmers must complete three comprehensive
steps, including attending an educational seminar, conducting a thorough
on-farm risk assessment, and developing and implementing an action plan
addressing potential environmental risks.

MDARD conducts an on farm inspection to verify program requirements
related to applicable state and federal environmental regulations, Michigan
Right-to-Farm guidelines, and adherence to an action plan. When complet-
ed, the producer receives a certificate of environmental assurance. To remain
a MAEAP verified farm, inspections must be conducted every five years and
action steps must be followed.

MAEAP is a multi-year program allowing producers to meet personal
objectives, while best managing both time and resources. The program
encompasses various systems designed to help producers evaluate the envi-
ronmental risks of their operation. Each system – Livestock, Farmstead,
Cropping, and Forest, Wetlands, and Habitat – examines a different aspect
of a farm, as each has a different environmental impact. By participating in
all three systems, producers can comprehensively evaluate their entire farm-
ing operation for potential environmental risks.

staying safe online, go to the
Michigan Cyber Initiative website at

Continued from page one. www.michigan.gov/cybersecurity.
Information ranging from practicing
proper cyber hygiene to learning
about available law enforcement

resources is on the website.
Also coming up in the Cass City

Public Schools, Hartel will be host-
ing a “district spotlight” program
once a month.

“It will be kind of like a coffee hour
that focuses on the district and edu-
cation. It will focus on current school
activities, new legislation that affects
our schools, plans for the future of
our district and any topic that per-
tains to Cass City Public Schools,”
Hartel explained.

The first district spotlight meeting
will be Friday, Nov. 4 from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. in the Cass City Municipal
Building’s conference room. The
plan is to continue hosting the spot-
light sessions at the same time on the
first Friday of each month.

“It will be an informational gather-
ing to be more visible to the public.
There will be time for questions and
answers, and I hope to have students
do a short presentation at each ses-
sion to highlight the great things our
students are doing,” said Hartel.
“Everyone is welcome to attend
whether or not they have a child in
the district.”
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Internet safety focus of school meet
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Great Rates. Great Service. Great Garbage Company.

www.divadisposal.net
1-989-450-3834

Cass City
872-4377

Caro
673-7777

Kingston
683-8888
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Pinktober: A community with a cause

HARRIS & COMPANY
DAVID A. WEILER � AGENT

LIFE � ANNUITIES � INVESTMENTS
PENSION & PROFIT SHARING PLANS

6815 E. CASS CITY RD.
CASS CITY, MI 48726
BUS. (989) 872-2688

Working together as a community to find a cure!
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RILEY AND MARK Copeland – and family “trail pall” Jack, a Jack Russell

Terrier – pose with Riley’s bear after their successful hunting expedition in

the Upper Peninsula.
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Continued from page one.

Deford area youth bags big black bear

30 years.”
Copeland explained that bear hunt-

ing with hounds typically involves
driving down trails in search of
“cold” tracks.  Once you find tracks,
you put an experienced dog or dogs
on them to see if they can pick up a
fresh scent, which can lead to the
dogs closing in on the bear that left
the tracks.
The hunters keep close tabs on their

dogs, utilizing specially designed
GPS collars on the dogs as well as
listening for the dogs’ barking.  “You
can tell (when the dogs are in hot
pursuit).  You can just hear their
voices change,” Copeland noted.

It makes for long days in the field,
and those days start shortly after
daybreak, he said.  “It’s not (like deer
hunting) – go out in the morning and
come back.  It’s an all-day affair with
bear hunting.”

On the fifth day of the hunt, the
group’s dogs honed in on a big boar.
The tracking started at about 7:30
a.m., and about five hours later and
two miles of walking later, Riley dis-
patched the animal with three shots
from her .410 shotgun.

But there were some unnerving
moments, according to Copeland. He
explained this bear was particularly
resistant to climbing a tree to escape
the barking hounds, instead repeat-
edly opting to turn and fight as the
dogs continued to circle – and a few
of the dogs came away with minor
injuries to prove it.  Even after the

bear was treed, he continued, “as
soon as that first dog was leashed, he
(bear) started coming down.  That’s a
scary thing, I can tell you.”

“I saw her (Riley) hit it right in the
lungs,” added Copeland who indicat-
ed her three shots were fatal.  Still,
he took the gun and guided his
daughter to safety behind him just in
case the bruin had some fight left.
“I’m six-foot three and I was still a
little nerved up,” he recalled.
Copeland has some experience with

bagging a bear – he bagged one that
dressed out at about 210 pounds
back in 2003. “But it was just a baby
compared to hers,” he said.

Riley acknowledged she felt some
butterflies. “With the deer, I’m not
afraid.  We let the deer come to us,
but we had to go find the bear,” she
said.

Riley indicated she might be inter-
ested in another bear hunt someday,
especially if there weren’t so much
waiting involved, and if the hours
were a little more to her liking.
“Yeah, maybe, if it wasn’t so early,”
she added.  “I’m a (sleep in until)
noon, one o’clock person.”

On the other hand, the teen enjoys
school and doesn’t like to get behind
on homework. Social studies is her
favorite subject, and she’s active in
volleyball in the fall and track and
softball in the spring.

For Copeland, the time spent with
his youngest daughter and seeing her
bag her first bear made for a success-
ful hunting trip.

“Just seeing her get it,” he said.  “It
was pretty cool.  It was a little hairy,
but it was cool.”

finish in 2017, according to NextEra
Manager of Communications Bryan
Garner.
However, there is a faction in Almer

and Ellington townships that is
opposed to the townships’ wind ordi-
nances. Enough signatures were
gathered for a referendum to give
Almer residents an opportunity to
vote for or against the ordinance
developed by Almer Charter
Township officials.

Continued from page one.

Wind farm expansion on tap 
“There were 110 signatures needed

to take it to a vote. There were pages
with 206 signatures turned in,” said
Reavey. “There were a few signa-
tures that didn’t qualify, but there
were more than enough that did.”
According to Tuscola County Clerk

Jodi Fetting, the next election in
which the issue can be placed on the
ballot is May 2017.

“I cannot answer what impact the
referendum could have on the proj-
ect. That issue is beyond my scope,”
Fetting said. “All I deal with is the
aspect of the election and election
law. The timing puts the issue on the
ballot next spring.”

A referendum vote is conducted
when residents want to challenge
action approved by their elected offi-
cials.

According to Garner, the referen-
dum shouldn’t have an impact.

“Because we are sensitive to the
needs of those in the townships who
have voiced concerns, changes were
made to the site plans that went
beyond the township’s ordinance,”
said Garner, who added NextEra’s
application in Almer Township
meets or exceeds all of the current
requirements of the current wind
ordinance and, in some cases, is
more restrictive than required.

“Residents didn’t like the regula-
tions in Almer Township’s wind
ordinance. We listened to their con-
cerns and put them in our permit
application,” he added, noting in
Ellington Township, the permit
application meets or exceeds Huron
County’s setback and sound require-
ments, a measure requested by some
residents.

NextEra currently has two wind
farms in the region. The Tuscola -
Bay Wind farm which is primarily
located in Gilford Township with a
few turbines in Bay County, and the
Tuscola Wind II, located in the town-
ships of Gilford, Akron, Fairgrove
and Juniata.
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want to make America great again,
don’t look to men, but to the great
God who did it the first time.

Rev. Todd R. Gould    
Evangelical Free Church  
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Pastor’s Corner

The term “great” is relative.
Webster lists it as an adjective with
several meanings, e.g., large in size,
large in number, remarkable in mag-
nitude, eminent, distinguished, aris-
tocratic, grand, etc.  The theme of the
current presidential election is
“Make America Great Again.”  Of
course, the meaning of this slogan
goes to the latter definitions, “emi-
nent, distinguished, and grand.”  So,
if we need to make America great
again, it must mean we lost the great-
ness we once had regarding those
characteristics.  

In the early years of this republic a
famous French statesman and social
philosopher by the name of Alexis de
Tocqueville toured our nation in
order to observe the American peo-
ple and their institutions.  His visit,
which began in 1831, resulted in a
work later published in two parts
called “Democracy in America.”  In
it de Tocqueville made some very

Look to God this election season; not man 
poignant observations and came to
some very instructive conclusions.
The following are some of them.
“In France I had almost always seen

the spirit of religion and the spirit of
freedom marching in opposite direc-
tions.  But in America I found they
were intimately united and that they
reigned in common over the same
country.”

“Religion in America must be
regarded as the foremost of the polit-
ical institutions of that country...”

“In the United States the sovereign
authority is religious...”

“In the United States the influence
of religion is not confined to the
manners, but it extends to the intelli-
gence of the people...”

“I sought for the key to greatness
and genius of America in her har-
bors...; in her fertile fields and
boundless forests; in her rich mines
and vast world commerce; in her
public school systems and institu-

tions of learning.  I sought for it in
her democratic Congress and in her
matchless Constitution.

Not until I went to the churches of
America and heard her pulpits flame
with righteousness did I understand
the secret of her genius and power.  
America is great because America is

good, and if America ever ceases to
be good, America will cease to be
great.”  
Witness the objective conclusion of

an impartial foreign observer.
Greatness comes from goodness.  If
America needs to reclaim greatness,
it is because she has lost her good-
ness.  

When approached by a rich young
ruler who addressed Jesus as “Good
Teacher,” proving His deity, the Lord
responded: “Why do you call Me
good?  No one is good except God
alone,” Mark 10:18.  The Apostle
Paul, quoting the Old Testament,
declared: “There is none who does

good, there is not even one,”
Romans 3:12.  If it is only God that
is good, how can America become
great again?  We must do it the bibli-
cal way our forefathers did.  

Alexis de Tocqueville traveled a
newly born republic forged in faith
still in its infancy.  He saw America
in the afterglow of the Great
Awakenings that came under the
ministries of Jonathan Edwards,
George Whitefield, and the Wesley
brothers.  It was not the goodness of
men de Tocqueville observed, but
the goodness of God appropriated by
a Christian people.  

Today politicians speak as if they
can restore the lost fortunes of the
U.S. by sheer human will.  And when
we make ourselves out to be god, we
believe them.  America’s past good-
ness and subsequent greatness was
not generated by our fathers, but by
the God of our fathers.  

During this election cycle, if you
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Michigan Attorney General Bill
Schuette recently recognized
National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month and asked
Michigan residents to “take a stand”
against the issue with him.

“Domestic Violence can often be a
crime of silence. Victims can be
scared to report their romantic part-
ner or believe that it was a one time
incident,” said Schuette.

“As a husband and father, it is
heartbreaking to think of this occur-
ring every day in our state. I am
committed to taking a stand and rais-
ing awareness about signs of domes-
tic violence and the resources to help
those who don’t know how to get out
of the harmful cycle of domestic vio-
lence.”

In honor of National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, the
National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (NCADV) has issued a call
to action asking people to take a
stand against the horrific crime of
domestic violence.

Physical violence, sexual violence,
threats and emotional abuse are all
types of domestic violence. NCADV

statistics on Domestic Violence in
Michigan include:

*On a single day in 2014, domestic
violence programs in Michigan pro-
vided services to 2,492 domestic vio-
lence victims and survivors.

*In 2009, more than 100,000 inci-
dents of domestic violence were
reported to police across the state.
This does not include the many cases
of domestic violence that went unre-
ported.

*More than half of domestic vio-
lence homicides in Michigan are
committed using guns.

If you are a victim, or know some-
one who is a victim of domestic vio-
lence, help is available.  Call your
local police, Statewide Domestic
Violence Linkline at 1-800-897-
LINK, the National Domestic
Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-
SAFE, or the National Sexual
Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE.

Michigan.gov has a website that
allows victims of Domestic Violence
to find services in their area as quick-
ly and safely as possible.  The web-
site allows someone to easily find
services based on county or region.

Schuette asks Michigan

residents to take stand

against domestic violence ������
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Carol Becker

Carol Lee (Keyser) Becker, 76, of Ubly passed away at home on October 13, 2016 surrounded by the love of her
family.  

Carol was born to Hiram and Martha (Ertel) Keyser of Cass City.  
In her early years, Carol worked as a nanny and cleaned homes.  Often spending her earnings on fabric to sew a

skirt and purchase new high heels.  
She married Charles Becker on November 22, 1958.  
Charles and Carol made their family home on Cass City Road where they raised their three children, Charles, Jr,

Tammy, and Jim. Charles and Carol shared a love for animals.   Together they started Becker’s Roadside Zoo that
included a lion, monkeys and many other animals.  Until his death, they raised horses on their farm. She spent her
later years with special friend John Franzel of Argyle.  Carol was an avid gardener, great cook, and wonderful home-
maker.  She was always surrounded by children.  She supported her children and the neighbor kids in their 4-H craft
and animal projects.  Her most favored hobby was spending time with her family, but she also enjoyed dancing and
playing cards.

Carol is survived by her son, Charles Becker, Jr. and his wife Cheryl of Deckerville, daughter Tammy of Argyle
and son Jim of Ubly.  Grandchildren: Jennifer (Steve) Jones, Jason Schulz, Kyle Becker, Leann (Harry) Grifka,
Kayla (James) Loomis, Nicole (Aaron) Roggenbuck, Nicholas Becker and Jesse Becker.  Great-grandchildren:
Madison, Erik, Taylor, Ashley, Payton, Sara, Clayton, Cooper, Bristol, Easton, Hailey and Harper. Brother Larry
(Bunny) Keyser of Cass City and many nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her husband Charles, parents Hiram and Martha, brother Dan, and special friend
John Franzel. 

In keeping with her wishes, cremation has taken place.  
A memorial service will be held at St. Joseph Parrish Hall in Argyle on Sunday, October 23, at 1 p.m.  
Memorials may be made to the family discretionary fund.

Gregory Lenda 

Gregory James Lenda, 59, of Millington, died unexpectedly Sunday, October 9, 2016 while hunting in Koylton
Township.  

He was born April 4, 1957 in Pigeon to Harry Albert and Mabel Mary (McIlhargie) Lenda. 
He married Cathy Hawley July 18, 1986 in Port Sanilac.
Greg graduated from Owendale-Gagetown High School in 1975.  He attended Delta Community College, work-

ing toward his Associate Degree.  Greg worked for Cass City IGA as a manager for more than 25 years until the
store was sold.  He worked as a Real Estate Agent for Kelly and Company Realty and GMAC Real Estate for about
10 years.  Greg was currently working in shipping and receiving for Premier Automation Contracting in Flint.  Greg
was very active with Boy Scouts of America, serving as assistant troop leader for ten years.  He enjoyed watching
NASCAR, Detroit Lions Football and Detroit Tigers Baseball on television.  Greg also enjoyed deer hunting.  He
was a member of Cass City Gagetown Knights of Columbus Council #8892.

Gregory is survived by his wife, Cathy; sons:  Brett Lenda of Essexville, Matt Lenda of Boston, MA; Joe Lenda
of Jacksonville, FL; mother, Mabel Lenda of Cass City; sister, Deborah (Kevin) Israelson of Cass City; niece,
Chelsea Israelson; nephew, Cole Israelson.  

He was preceded in death by his father, Harry Lenda.
A funeral service was held Friday, October 14,  in Our Lady Consolata Parish St. Agatha Catholic Church,

Gagetown with the Rev. Craig Carolan of Annunciation of the Lord Parish, Port Austin officiating.       
Pallbearers for Mr. Lenda:  Brett Lenda, Matt Lenda, Joe Lenda, Kevin Israelson, Cole Israelson and Doug Baulf. 
Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  Family and friends may share memories, prayers and

stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Nicholas McNiel

Nicholas Scott McNiel, of Oxford, passed away suddenly October 10, 2016 at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. 
He was born in Flint, August 4th, 1981 to Donald and Lana McNiel. 
He was raised in Frankenmuth, and graduated from Frankenmuth High School in 2001. 
Nick was an avid deer hunter and outdoorsman.  He enjoyed boating, barbeques and spending time with his wife,

children, family and friends. He was a family man, through and through. He was also a
committed and passionate loan officer for Quicken Loans and Wells Fargo since

2007.  His personality was truly one-of-a-kind.  His love for people shined bright
with every conversation he initiated.  Few could resist his charm and sense of

humor.
He will forever be cherished by his wife Stephanie, the love of his life; and

children Ethan (9), and Reese (4). He is also survived by parents Donald and
Lana McNiel, brother Steven (Jennifer Shaheen) McNiel, and sister Summer
(Jeff) Robinson; nieces Charlotte, Evelyn, Paige and Peyton; his nephews
Jack, Collin and River; mother-in-law Sue Rapin; father-in-law Brian (Alice)
Simpson, sisters-in-law Heather Simpson and Madison Simpson; and lastly,

his brothers from other mothers Erik Hall, Bryan Smith and Chris Wisinski.
A Celebration of Life will take place at Palazzo di Bocce (4291 S. Lapeer Rd)

in Lake Orion, Friday, October 14 from 4:00 – 7:00 pm. We will be breaking
bread in common unity and enjoying our time together as friends and family. Please

bring a memory to share. 
In lieu of flowers, please visit www.LynchFamilyFuneralDirectors.com for scholarship

information for Ethan and Reese.
Arrangements were made by Lynch & Sons Funeral Directors of Oxford.

Rebecca Spencer

Rebecca Marene Spencer, 42, of Cass City, died following a long illness Tuesday, October 11, 2016 in her home.  
She was born October 15, 1973 in Detroit to Fred and Katherine Emily (Robinson) Dunford.  
She married Donald Lawrence Spencer October 29, 1994 in Deford.  
Rebecca graduated from Imlay City High School.  She enjoyed reading, especially mysteries.  Becky also enjoyed

camping and scrapbooking.  She was a good friend and could always make people laugh.  Becky was a very fami-
ly centered, Christian woman and an inspiration to her daughters. 

Rebecca is survived by her husband, Donald; daughters:  Katheryne Spencer of Cass City, Taylor Spencer of Cass
City; father, Fred Dunford of Princeton, WV; sister, Scheila (Jay) Lowery of Springfield, VA; brother, Matthew
Dunford of Clare; nieces:  Kayla Dunford and Sarah Dunford; Don’s parents:  Lawrence and Cheryl Spencer.
Becky is preceded in death by her mother, Katherine Dunford.

A memorial service was held Saturday, October 15, in Deford Community Church, Deford with Pastor Stu Roy
officiating.

Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  Family and friends may share memories, prayers and
stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Wanda Tuckey

Wanda June Tuckey, 88, of Cass City, died Monday, October 10, 2016 in her home, following a short illness. 
She was born March 25, 1928 at home in Usborne Township, Exeter, Ontario to Oscar Dwight and Anna Mary

(Moir) Tuckey. 
She married James “Jim” Tuckey August 23, 1947 in Exeter, Ontario.  He died December 10, 2014.
Wanda’s caregiving nature led her to study nursing after high school and before her marriage.  She was a longtime

member of Cass City Missionary Church, serving as Sunday School Teacher for many years.  She enjoyed knitting,
quilting and gardening.  Wanda worked as a Nurse’s Aide at Tendercare for 11 years.  
Wanda is survived by her children:  Judy (Doug) Hall of Cass City, Jim (Shirley) Tuckey of Cass City, Scott (Rose)

Tuckey of Caseville, Jeff (Jan) Tuckey of Cass City, Debbie (Keith) Hake of Phoenix, AZ, Philip (Marci) Tuckey
of Vienna, Austria, Kathy (Dave) Collins of Scottsdale, AZ; 21 grandchildren: 3 step-grandchildren, 17 great-grand-
children, 4 step great-grandchildren, 2 step great-great-grandchildren.  Wanda will also be missed by her brothers:
Bill Tuckey of Exeter, Ontario, Wayne (Marj) Tuckey of Exeter, Ontario; sisters:  Pat Love of Zurich, Ontario and
Barb Fahner of Zurich, Ontario; many nieces and nephews.  

Wanda was preceded in death by her parents, Jim’s parents Clair and Florence Tuckey, sister-in-law, Charmaine
Tuckey; brothers-in-law:  Keith Love and Wayne Fahner.
A funeral service was held Sunday, October 16, in Cass City Missionary Church with Pastor Phil Burkett officiat-

ing.  
Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for Mrs. Tuckey: Brent Hall, Jamie Tuckey, Bart

Hall, Blake Hall, Thomas Kostanko and Ethan Hall.  
Memorials may be made to Cass City Missionary Church.   Family and friends may share memories, prayers and

stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar 

Seasonal Employee Team 
and earn extra money this fall. 

 
Applications are available NOW 
at our Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing 

and Croswell factories 
 

In Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell, 
applications may be picked up at 

the Agriculture Offices 
 

For more information 
about  how to apply, please call 

1-877-41-SUGAR. 
 

Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

To find out more information, visit
cancer.org/breastcancer

Finding breast cancer early can save lives. 

Call to schedule your mammogram 

989-912-6295

The best 
 protection
is early 
  detection.

REMIND the
      women in your
life to get 
          screened. 
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ABOUT 15 advanced art

students at Cass City Junior-

Senior High School were

invited to enjoy a visit to

Kohl Farms, 3061 Hobart

Rd., Gagetown last week

after one of the students,

junior Elizabeth Hayes (pic-

tured above) was named the

winner of the farm’s 2016

safari themed corn maze

design contest. Kohl Farms

will continue to host its Fall

Family Fun Hours on week-

ends through the end of

October.  For more informa-

tion, call (989) 971-3845.
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State confirms first
flu cases for 2016-17

Michigan health officials last week confirmed the state’s first cases of flu
for the 2016-17 season.

The cases were confirmed by the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) Bureau of Laboratories, prompting officials
with the MDHHS, Michigan Osteopathic Association (MOA) and Michigan
State Medical Society (MSMS) to urge all Michigan residents to protect
themselves against influenza (flu) and its potentially life-threatening conse-
quences by getting vaccinated.
“Residents should go get their flu immunization today in order to have opti-

mal protection throughout the flu season,” said Eden Wells, M.D., chief
medical executive for MDHHS. 
“The flu is not something to be taken lightly as it can have serious and even

deadly consequences,” Wells added.  “In our communities and as healthcare
professionals, it’s important we encourage those around us to get their flu
vaccine every year.”

The first official week of the 2016-2017 flu season was October 2-8, and
during that time the MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories (BOL) identified the
first two influenza cases in the state. Influenza A/H3 was confirmed in both
individuals, who are adults from Southeast Michigan. BOL has identified
additional influenza A/H3 positive specimens throughout the month of
September, and officials stated they expect more influenza confirmations in
the coming weeks.

“We encourage all children and adults to get vaccinated,” said Michigan
State Medical Society president David M. Krhovsky, MD. “By doing so,
folks are not only protecting themselves and their own families, but others
who are unable to receive the vaccine as well.”
Annual flu vaccination is the single best way to prevent getting the flu and

its complications. Only injectable flu shots are recommended this season;
the live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV), also known as the “nasal
spray” flu vaccine FluMist, is not recommended due to low vaccine effec-
tiveness.

“Flu shots are sometimes overlooked and dismissed as unnecessary,” said
Michigan Osteopathic Association president Bruce Wolf, DO, FAOCR. “But
getting vaccinated protects our communities – from infants and children to
the elderly and immunocompromised — from the potential risks that accom-
pany the flu virus.”

Flu is a contagious respiratory virus that often causes fever, sore throat,
cough, body aches, runny or stuffy nose, headaches and fatigue. People
already infected with flu can spread the virus to others even before they feel
sick.

Everyone six months of age and older should receive a flu vaccine every
year. While most people who get influenza do recover, others may develop
more serious complications.

It is especially important that children, adults ages 65 years and older, per-
sons with chronic health conditions, and pregnant women get vaccinated
against flu. Flu vaccination for pregnant women does not just protect the
mother, it also protects the unborn child.

Unfortunately, one influenza-associated pediatric death was reported in
Michigan during the 2015-2016 flu season.

What is especially concerning is that flu vaccination coverage in
Michigan’s 65 years and older population dropped considerably in the 2015-
2016 flu season, down to 59.5 percent. And according to Michigan Care
Improvement Registry data, flu vaccination coverage for Michigan children
ages six months to four years has decreased for the past two years, down to
45.8 percent.

There is no way to know when flu activity will be widespread in commu-
nities, which is why Michigan residents should get vaccinated against the flu
now before they are exposed to a flu virus. It takes about two weeks to be
fully protected after vaccination.

For more information about vaccinations in Michigan, visit www.michi-
gan.gov/immunize and www.michigan.gov/flu. To find a vaccine near you,
visit http://vaccine.healthmap.org/.


