
by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

A 23-year old emergency room
nurse at Huron Memorial Hospital
has returned to her hometown of
Ubly half a million dollars richer
after winning a television reality
show contest.
By one vote, Nicole Franzel was the

winner of the 18th season of the tel-
evision show “Big Brother.” The
grand prize is $500,000.

She beat out 16 contestants to win.
The final round came down to her,
Paul Abrahamian, and James Huling.
In all, Franzel was in the Big Brother
house for 99 days during the latest
competition.

Those from Ubly High School who
knew Franzel felt she had a good
chance of winning this time. She was
previously a contestant during the
show’s 16th season before returning
to compete this year.

“There were a lot of factors in her
favor. Whatever she did, she would
give it her all. She is a hard worker,
was a good student who always had
her lessons ready for class, a good
athlete, and someone who was up for
a challenge,” said teacher Stewart
Kieliszewski, one of Franzel’s teach-
ers at Ubly middle and high school.

“I cannot remember a time when
she wasn’t prepared for class, and
she liked challenges,” he added.

Some of the challenges
Kieliszewski referred to included her
taking advanced math and science
classes at the Huron Technology
Center in Bad Axe, as well as com-
peting in sports.
Kieliszewski said he was somewhat

surprised when Franzel was first
named a contestant in the 16th sea-
son, and then again this year.

“What I remember most about her,
was she was always smiling, and not
into the drama that can come with

“Most likely to be on MTV” as well
as “Most likely to be famous”, and
she was voted as having the “Best
personality”, being a “Trend setter”,
and being the “Most athletic” – in
addition to being a good student,

Franzel was part of the 2007
Division IV state championship
track team.

Her agility and speed helped
her to win one of the compe-
titions on the show. Franzel
and Huling squared off
against each other in a race
through a makeshift
amusement park. She beat
him in the challenge by
12 minutes.

“We’re very proud of
her. We thought she had a
good chance to win this
time. She did very well.
Her mother, father and

younger brother are in
California right now,”
Franzel’s grandfather,
Charles Franzel, said
Thursday.

Franzel is the daughter of
David and Jeni Franzel and

granddaughter of Charles and
Sharon Franzel, all of Ubly, a

community of about 800 resi-
dents.

Although she didn’t win the
first time when she was on Big
Brothers’ 16th season, Franzel
took the time to visit Ubly
Schools to talk to students after
the show was over, had some
photographs taken, and signed
some autographs.

Hopes are high that she will be
willing to do that again when she
and her family return from

California.
In addition, some Tuscola County

Pumpkin Festival Committee mem-
bers are hoping to have her partici-
pate in the festival next month.

teenagers,” he said. “She didn’t play
into any drama at school. Then, she
is a contestant not once but twice on
a program that has a lot of drama.

“She was just an all-around good
kid who grew into being that kind of
woman.”

“She is a charming young lady
with a great personality who is a
good athlete. She was always
willing to help others,” agreed
Moses Garner, another of
Franzel’s teachers.
“Whatever she does
she gives it her all -
sports, being on the
student council, or
her studies.
“We are all proud

of how she repre-
sented herself and
her community.”

When Franzel
applied to be a Big
Brother contestant
two years ago,
Kieliszewski was
among those who
provided a character
reference for the
Thumb native to
appear on the pro-
gram.

“I wasn’t complete-
ly surprised when she
won. When it came
down to her and two
other contestants, I
knew she had a good
chance,” he said.
“She really put Ubly
on the map, and we
are proud of her.”

Franzel’s
dynamic person-
ality showed during her high school
days in the district that has an aver-
age of about 700 students.

In her high school yearbook, she
was picked by her peers to be the
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Big winner
Ubly grad Franzel tops them all on “Big Brother”

FRED SMITH, who along with his wife, Vivian, own

and operate Smith’s Alpaca Acres, hand feeds a few of

the nearly two dozen alpacas.  The Smiths were

among hundreds of alpaca breeders who took part in

National Alpaca Farm Days by hosting an open house

at their 40-acre spread near Gagetown Saturday.

Smith’s Alpaca
Acres owners
share passion
with crowds

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Dick Smith will be the first to tell
you he isn’t getting any younger,
but the Gagetown area resident
and his wife, Vivian, are as devot-
ed as ever to raising and breeding
alpacas.
It’s a passion the Smiths go out of

their way to share with friends,
neighbors and strangers alike,
which is why each year they join
hundreds of other alpaca breeders
across the country in celebrating
N a t i o n a l
A l p a c a
Farm Days
by inviting
the public
to visit and
tour their
operations.

The
S m i t h s
a n n u a l l y
host 200 to
300 people at their 40-acre spread
at 5353 Owendale Rd., which
they’ve dubbed Smith’s Alpaca
Acres.  The couple and their visi-
tors enjoyed picture-perfect
weather for this year’s free cele-

Please turn to page 8.

Database outlines compensation
packages for state’s school chiefs

Enrollment loss
good news, bad
news prediction

Council okays rules
on trucks, fireworks

Consumers eyes $250
million wind expansion

by Mary Drier
Special for the Chronicle

Consumers Energy officials have filed paperwork for special use permits
for 19 turbines in phase two — with the possibility of 33 more in phase three
— as part of the $250 million expansion of its Cross Winds Energy Park.
“Securing special land use permits would give us the option to build a third

phase in the future,” said Consumers Energy Community Engagement
Manager Dennis Marvin. “Columbia Township Zoning members will review
the permits, there will be a public hearing — probably in November. (Those)
are a few of the steps that have to be done.”

The proposals for phases two and three consist of up to 52 wind turbines.
They would all be located in Columbia Township because Consumers has
about 17,000 acres under contract for development in that area of northwest-
ern Tuscola County.

Construction of phase two is expected to begin in the spring of 2017 and
become operational at the end of that year. If the plan works out, phase three
is expected to be constructed and operational in 2019.

If both phases are completed, all 52 of the turbines would use the under-
ground collector lines in Akron Township to connect with the grid at the
existing Cross Winds substation on West Hoppe Road.
The first phase of Cross Winds Energy Park, which was completed in 2014,

consisted of 65 turbines in Akron and Columbia townships. Of that number,
19 turbines were in Columbia.

When the first 19 Cross Winds Energy Park turbines were developed, they
added about $220,000 to Columbia Township’s tax base.

Please turn to page 8.

Ranked 331st.
*Caro Community Schools (enroll-

ment 1,742) — $151,606, including
a salary of $109,000. Ranked 350th.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Not surprisingly, you won’t find
any of Michigan’s highest paid
school superintendents in the
Thumb.

That’s according to figures in a
searchable database maintained and
now available through the Mackinac
Center for Public Policy.  Center
officials last week announced the
database includes compensation
numbers – salary, insurance, pension
and annuity — for nearly every pub-
lic school district superintendent in
the state, along with their current
contracts.

Based on those figures, the
Mackinac Center database lists the
following five Michigan superin-
tendents with the highest estimated
compensation packages:

*Monica Merritt, Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools (enrollment of
17,336 students): $319,845.

*Teresa Weatherall Neal, Grand
Rapids Public Schools (enrollment
of 16,453): $319,707.

*Michael Shibler, Rockford Public
Schools (enrollment of 7,912):
$297,353.

*Lisa Hagel, Genesee Intermediate
School District (enrollment of
3,618): $295,515.

*Wanda Cook-Robinson, Oakland
Schools (enrollment of 2,687):

$293,427. 
Of the superintendents included in

the database, 32 have total estimated
compensation packages worth
$250,000 or more; 109 receive
$200,000 or more each year.

In contrast, school chiefs in the
rural Thumb earn significantly less.

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel,
for example, receives a compensa-
tion package worth roughly
$142,267, including a salary of
$100,485.  The school district, with
an enrollment of roughly 1,000 stu-
dents, is ranked 407th (with one
being the highest paid) out of the
more than 520 Michigan districts
included in the Mackinac Center
database.

Among other Tuscola County
school systems, compensation pack-
ages for superintendents are estimat-
ed at:  

*Tuscola Intermediate School
District — $161,634, including a
salary of $109,780. Ranked 290th.

*Millington Community Schools
(enrollment 1,222) — $159,922,
including a salary of $112,000.
Ranked 301st.

*Unionville-Sebewaing Area
Schools (enrollment 765) —
$156,890, including a salary of
$103,550. Ranked 318th. 

*Mayville Community Schools
(enrollment 645) — $154,283,
including a salary of $110,000.
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Hills and Dales
earns accreditation
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Home sweet home
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Missionary church breaks
ground on addition
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel offered good news and bad news regard-
ing the district’s latest enrollment numbers during Monday night’s regular
monthly meeting.
The bad news, he said, is Cass City’s enrollment has again fallen compared

to a year ago.  The good news, he added, is it looks like the district’s “blend-
ed” student count – the figure state officials use to determine how much
funding the school will receive – will be higher than anticipated when offi-
cials adopted their latest budget over the summer.

Hartel reported a total enrollment of 993 students – 545 in the elementary
grades and 448 at the junior-senior high school – as of Sept. 23.

The total represents a loss of 24 kids compared to a year ago, when Cass
City officials saw the district’s enrollment dip below 1,000 students for the
first time in memory, but an increase of three kids compared to last winter,
Hartel noted.

The bottom line, he said, is school officials budgeted for a loss of 25 stu-
dents, but it appears the blended number will be closer to a loss of 16, trans-
lating into nine more kids or roughly $57,600 more in revenue than expect-
ed.  

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 6.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Village officials took the necessary steps Monday to regulate the parking
of semi-trucks and use of fireworks within the village limits during a month-
ly meeting of the Cass City Village Council Monday night. 

Following two short public hearings on the matters, village trustees unani-
mously approved ordinances curtailing the parking of semis in residential
areas and prohibiting the use of fireworks during the early morning hours on
allowed days.

Trustee Jenny Zawilinski’s motion to ban the parking of semi-trucks and
semi-trailers in excess of 23 feet in residential neighborhoods was quickly
approved.

Village Manager Peter Cristiano noted the new ordinance was drafted to
protect citizens and avoid unreasonable or unnecessary disturbance and
reduction in property values due to noise, vibration and/or air pollution.
Continuing, Cristiano also stressed the ordinance – drafted by village attor-

ney Jason Bitzer and Chief of Police Craig Haynes – will help protect
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THE 103rd NOVESTA Descendants Old Settlers Reunion was held August 20,

at the Church of Christ Fellowship Room with the following attending: (front,

l-r) Marion (Churchill) Hunter, Geri (Warner) Perry, Jackie (Churchill)

Osbaun, Marie (Zeph) Peasley, Keith Little, Helen (Warner) Rayl, Ralph

Kaphengst; (middle) Arlene (Peasley) Paladi, Marilyn (Horner) Lester, Mary

Helen (Woodard) Pratt, Mary (Paladi) Gymory, Ardis (Henderson)

Kaphengst; (back) Duane Lester, Patsy (Francis) Longuski, Dale Churchill,

Bonnie (Churchill) Miller, Alex Paladi, Margaret (Churchill) Springstead,

Ken Helden. Missing is Harold Rayl. Photograph by Dennis Longuski. Mark

your calendar for August 19, 2017 for the next reunion. If you would like a

reminder, please email Geri Perry at jgp3991@charter.net or call 989-872-

3991. 

Library fills patrons’ handicap needs 
by Mary Drier

Special for the Chronicle

Ask and you shall receive…espe-
cially if there is a need.

Rawson Memorial District Library
officials have always tried to meet
their patrons’ needs, and it has once
again done that with some help from
village officials.

Library Director Kate Van Auken
wanted patrons to have easier access
to the library, so she requested place-
ment of handicap signs in front of
the library.

“Some of our patrons have mobili-
ty issues, and they asked if there was
a way to have some handicap park-
ing spots by the
library for
them,” Van
A u k e n
explained. “So
I asked the vil-
lage council
about being
able to have
h a n d i c a p
signs.”

Both the Cass
City Police
D e p a r t m e n t
and the village
DPW reviewed
Van Auken’s
request.

Cass City
Police Chief Craig Haynes investi-
gated the traffic conditions on Pine
Street, and the village subsequently
approved her request in accordance
with the Code of Ordinances under
Chapter 38, Section 38-1.

Handicap parking signs were
placed on the south side of the
library, located at 6495 Pine St., to
assist handicapped library patrons.

In order to be eligible to utilize
those parking spaces, a person must
complete certain steps to secure a
handicap sticker, and there are differ-
ent types of stickers. Under state law,
a person with a qualifying disability
is eligible for a disability license
plate or parking placard. To obtain
one, Michigan law requires that indi-
viduals suffer from a condition that
significantly limits their ability to
walk or requires a wheelchair, walk-
er, crutches or other assistive device.

Disability parking placards are lim-
ited to one per person. Permanent
disability placards are valid for four
years and are issued to individuals
whose condition is not expected to
improve. Temporary disability plac-
ards are valid from one to six months
and are issued to individuals whose
condition is expected to improve.

More information can be found on
the website
https://www.michigan.gov/docu-
ments/bfs.
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Drier Humor    
by Mary Drier

Long live the U.S.A.

truths that ‘all men are created equal and endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights including
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’,” the notice
read.

Over the years, we as a nation have forgotten that.
Our constitution stands 229 years later. Every

American should celebrate the freedoms it guarantees,
and honor those truths that are more than self-evident.

When you stop and think about it, the U.S.
Constitution is really an amazing document. The men
who wrote it were primarily self-educated.

We celebrate the birth of our nation on July 4th, but
as important as this date in September is to our nation,
I find it sad that calendars don’t even recognize it, yet
they list Administrative Professionals Day, Canada’s
Victoria Day and Thanksgiving Day, among others.

OK2SAY addressing
suicide prevention

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

I have been a journalist for over 30 years, writing
about happenings in the Thumb. I specialize in cov-
ering municipalities. I deal with facts, figures and the
impact of decisions made by local government lead-
ers.

There have been a few times in my younger years I
wished I could travel to exotic places to cover hard-
hitting news dealing with life and death. That dream
started dying a slow death 15 years ago with the three
terrorist attacks on American. Little by little, my
aspirations to cover more than just the Thumb area
diminished with school shootings, mass shootings in
public areas, bombings, and man’s inhumane acts
against his fellow man and animals.

With all that has been going on over the last few
months as well as all of the other events either cele-
brated or honored this month, Sept. 17 came and
went without notice, and that sad.
I, like most, didn’t recognize the importance of the
date until I received a notice in my email that Sept.
17 was “Constitution Day.”

On that date in 1787, the final draft of what would
become our nation’s constitution was signed by 39
delegates. It was then sent to the states for ratifica-
tion. However, the historic document wouldn’t go
into effect until June 21, 1788, when New Hampshire
became the ninth state to ratify the constitution.

“On this day in 1787, the signers of the U.S.
Constitution set the course of our nation’s future – a
future of liberty for every man.  With the signing of
the United States ruling document, our nation would
ensure that its citizens will always stand together,
side-by-side and will never let tyranny reign,”
explained the notice I received.

“This document solidified America’s founding

This just in.
The Cass City Lion’s Club will be giving away

cider and donuts at the Red Hawk Homecoming
game this Friday as a “thank-you” for all of the
community’s support and donations for the local
civic club’s successful eyesight program.  

Kick-off with the Bad Axe Hatchets is slated for
7 p.m. pm at the recreational park field, and the
goodies will be available shortly after 6 p.m.

********** 

A Baker College program will highlight the
financial aid night in Ubly, scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 12 in the library of the Ubly
High School. The 6 p.m. program will be open to
the public and one that most college-bound stu-
dents can’t afford to miss.

********** 

The Lamotte Township Fire Department will host
a hog roast Friday, Sept. 30, from 4 to 8 p.m.

The event will be held at the Lamotte Township
Hall, 6271 Snover Rd., Decker. For more informa-
tion on the fundraiser, call Darryl at (810) 404-
8148.

********** 

We all know Dagmar Brown has walked the
Mackinac Bridge several times on Labor Day
(although we aren’t certain she did so in 2016).
But did you know that you can “Trek the Mighty
Mac” on an ORV this weekend?

Well, you do now. To register on-line for the
crossing, visit stignace.com. For more informa-
tion, call 800-338-6660.

********** 

With Oct. 5 being International World Teachers
Day, the personal finance website WalletHub con-
ducted an in-depth analysis that revealed
Michigan has the highest median annual salary for
teachers (adjusted for cost of living), $70,042,
which is two times higher than in Hawaii, the state
with the lowest, $34,063.

********** 

Finally, how about this? From 2002 to 2012, state
of Michigan revenues have increased 29 percent,
while revenues shared by the state with local units
of government during the same period decreased
56 percent.
That’s bad news considering nearly 75 percent of

the average municipal operating budget is funded
by two sources – property taxes and revenue shar-
ing.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette recently
made a point – and it’s a good one – of reminding us
all about steps being taken to educate young people
about and to recruit them to help prevent suicide with
the student safety program OK2SAY.
“It is heartbreaking when a young person takes their

life because they feel there is no other way,” Schuette
said in his remarks recognizing September as Suicide
Prevention Awareness Month.  “OK2SAY is actively
trying to change that.”

In nearly two years of the OK2Say program, more
than a quarter million Michigan middle and high
school students have attended an OK2SAY presenta-
tion.  In addition to address suicide, the presentations
touch on bullying, peer abuse, self-harm, assault and
gun violence.  The goal is to empower students to do
the right thing by submitting a tip.
OK2SAY technicians at the Michigan State Police are

specially trained and know what to look for and how
to respond when a tip they receive involves suicide.
For example, they have arranged for medical inter-
vention for students attempting suicide; called for
wellness checks on youths reported to be suicidal;
given mental health referrals to students in need; and
prompted professionals to reach out to young people
who have written a suicide note.

A variety of resources are partners in the OK2Say
network, including local law enforcement agencies,
schools, community mental health organizations, and
the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services. 

Experts note that bullying is a factor in some deaths
by suicide, and that is another area of OK2SAY’s
focus.  Kevin Epling, an anti-bullying advocate whose
son, Matt, died by suicide, is a parent advocate of
OK2SAY.

“In the world of bullying prevention, we all need to
be creative and think very differently.  When the idea
for OK2SAY was brought up, the response was ‘No
one will use it’,” Epling said.  “Two years and close
to 5,000 reports filed later, we’ve changed the playing
field and given kids and parents hope.”

According to the recently-released Michigan 2015
High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, students
reported that during the previous 12 months:

*17.3 percent seriously considered attempting sui-
cide.

*15 percent made a plan about how they would
attempt suicide.

*9.2 percent attempted suicide at least once.
*2.6 percent attempted suicide that resulted in an

injury, poisoning or overdose that required medical
attention.
“Numbers like these are why a program like OK2SAY

is so important,” Schuette said.  “If just one life is
saved, and one suicide is prevented, this program is a
success.  I am looking forward to seeing what the
future is for this program in Michigan.”

OK2SAY encourages confidential tips on criminal
activities or potential harm directed to students,
school employees and school.  Tips can be submitted
by calling 1-8-555-OK2SAY (1-855-565-2729), by tex-
ting OK2SAY (652729), via email at ok2say@mi.gov,
and on the web at www.ok2say.com.
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Pray this election year
Amazing, when the Clintons left the White House,

they were broke, yet today they are millionaires.
Wonder what is their secret.  Perhaps they could share
with us.

Mr. Snowden leaked some information he felt obligat-
ed to let Americans know, and now he is in Russia and
not able to return home.  He would be prosecuted, and
yet Clinton tells more lies to Americans and the FBI,
and now she runs for the presidency.  What has hap-
pened to justice for all?  Apparently justice for all
except the Clintons.

If anyone watched the FBI, (Director James B.)
Comey found her careless.  Immediately following, for-
mer Arkansas governor and Republican presidential
candidate Mike Huckabee was on TV and said, “I am
going to change my name to Clinton since they are
above the law.” Amen.

Now 15,000 more emails and on Sept. 3 a TV com-
mentator said that the FBI and Mr. Comey look like the
keystone cops in the investigation.  Mr. Comey botched
the investigation.
Why did Mr. Comey say Hillary was not sophisticated

enough to know what was classified?  She was an attor-
ney, a governor’s wife in Arkansas, a secretary of state,
and first lady in the United States, and she did not know
classified from unclassified?  Give me a break.

Brian Williams was fired from NBC when he said on
TV that he saw a body floating down the streets when
Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans.  Yet Hillary said
she ran from the airplane in Afghanistan under fire.  It
turned out to be a lie.  What happened to justice?  In
Afghanistan she said she misspoke.  Then when she
talked with the FBI, her brain short-circuited.

There are women who will vote for Hillary just
because she is a woman.  Someday the United States
could have a woman for president.  Dear God, not that
woman.  She is a liar, no integrity.  Does anyone won-
der why all those foreign countries gave millions to her
campaign fund?  Bill Clinton gets $50,000 for a speech
in foreign countries.  Common sense and logic could
tell us why.

The emails – when she deleted the emails, she com-
pletely deleted them.  If they were personal, why go to
that extreme?
Washington does not get it; we are tired of the do-noth-

ing Congress.  When Harry Reid was house speaker, he
sat on the bills that Obama did not want.

Trump got more votes than anyone who ever ran for
the presidency.  He did not get to be a billionaire “if” he
didn’t have wisdom.  He is an intelligent man.  He
chose (as his running mate) Pence, who knows the ways
of government.  Trump knows who to hire to get the job
done if he needed help.

Trump is not perfect.  No one is, but what (his cam-
paign) says is, “We need a change”, and we do.

We – my husband and I – are independents.  We have
never voted a straight ticket except in Michigan primar-

Please turn to page 8.



PAGE FOUR CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28,  2016

Circuit court proceedings

Several appear in court on charges last week

The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*David M. Pontello, 44, Akron, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail and five
years probation following his pleas
of guilty to carrying a concealed
weapon, two counts of possession of
a firearm in the commission of a
felony, and possession of a firearm in
the commission of a felony Sept. 18
in Wisner Township.

The remainder of the jail term was
deferred, according to court records,
which note Pontello was sentenced
to a mandatory two-year prison term
for possession of a firearm in the
commission of a felony.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $418.

*Austin L. Avery, 20, Caro, was
sentenced to 270 days in jail follow-
ing his plea of guilty to tampering
with an electronic monitoring device
Jan. 11 in Caro.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Aaron M. Sockow, 26, Caro, was
sentenced to 150 days in jail follow-
ing his plea of guilty to soliciting
another to obtain ephedrine/pseu-
doephedrine between June and
August 2015 in Caro.  He was sen-
tenced to 330 days in jail for his con-
viction on a charge of participating
in an organized retail crime April 7
in Caro, and he was convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,016 plus attorneys fees of
$500 and restitution of $602.37.

*Luke A. LeBlond, 22, Fairgrove,
was sentenced to two years in prison
following his pleas of guilty to two
counts of possession of a firearm by
a felony and one count of possession
of a firearm in the commission of a
felony April 5 in Almer Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $394.

*Ricky T. Sommerfield II, 33,
Kingston, pleaded guilty to operat-
ing a motor vehicle while intoxicat-
ed, third offense, May 3 in Fremont
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $15,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Rodger D. Buckley, 28, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to possession of a
controlled substance and operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor June 3 in Vassar
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Miguel E. Romaguera, 32,
Millington, pleaded guilty to public
utility fraud involving more than
$500 Dec. 18 in Arbela Township,
and to delivery/manufacture of five

to 45 kilograms of marijuana Dec. 18
in Arbela Township.

Pre-sentence investigations were
ordered in both cases and bond was
continued at a combined $10,000.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Michael A. Periso, 28, Caro,
pleaded guilty to obtaining a con-
trolled substance by fraud April 7-11
in Cass City.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$6,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jillian R. Parker, 26, Millington,
pleaded guilty to four counts of pur-
chasing/possessing ephedrine/pseu-
doephedrine, knowing it would be
used to manufacture methampheta-
mine, between July 8, 2015, and
April 28, 2016, in Vassar/Millington.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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����		�� Hospital earns HFAP accreditation
Hills and Dales General Hospital

was recently awarded accreditation
from the Healthcare Facilities
Accreditation Program (HFAP), an
independent, accreditation organiza-
tion recognized by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS).

The local hospital earned the dis-
tinction after HFAP officials con-
ducted an extensive and objective
review of the quality and safety stan-
dards at Hills and Dales in the areas
of lab, radiology, nursing, ambulato-
ry services, physical therapy, clinic
management, medical staff services
and more.
“Hills & Dales clearly demonstrates

a commitment to quality patient
care,” said Lawrence Haspel, DO,
chairman of the Bureau of

Healthcare Facilities Accreditation
for the HFAP. “We base our decision
on federal standards, as well as rec-
ognized national standards for
patient safety, quality improvement,
and environmental safety. Hills and
Dales met or exceeded the standards
in every case.” 
“We’re proud to achieve this presti-

gious distinction,” said Jean
Anthony, Hills and Dales president
and CEO.  “The awarding of the
HFAP accreditation is a significant
achievement that recognizes our
commitment to providing outstand-
ing care to our patients and our com-
munity.

“We go through this process every
three years, and it takes every staff
member, every day, to achieve this
accreditation,” Anthony added.

“These standards and objectives are
consistently the priority focus in our
strategic plans and goals.”

The Healthcare Facilities
Accreditation Program (HFAP) is a
nationally recognized not-for-profit
accreditation organization with
deeming authority from the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
Originally created in 1945, the
HFAP is the oldest accrediting body
in the country.

The HFAP surveying process and
standards benefit from oversight by a
wide range of medical professionals,
including both allopathic and osteo-
pathic disciplines. The organiza-
tion’s accreditation is recognized by
the federal government, state gov-
ernments, managed care organiza-
tions and insurance companies.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Home sweet home

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)
Human Development Commission

(HDC) staff member Jamie Reinke
presented Cass City Public Schools
Food Service Director Shari Bock
with a special tribute for her contri-
butions to the Let’s Do Lunch! pro-
gram, which provided 1,400 free
meals to children in the Caro area
this past summer. Bock established
the same program in Cass City 4
years ago.

Cass City seniors Stephanie
Leeson and Nick Kappen were
crowned Cass City High School’s
2011 homecoming queen and king
Friday night. Rain and cold temper-
atures ruled the evening, but the cel-
ebration saw the Red Hawks easily
defeat Bay City All Saints, 52-0.

A group of area students recently
sang at the one-room country school
house during Fall Family Days at
the Thumb Octagon Barn. This year
marked the 150th anniversary of the
Civil War, prompting organizers —
former Cass City teachers Katie
Jackson, Marlene Erla and Linda
Gray — to dedicate a portion of the
program to the War Between the
States. Don Greenleaf accompanied
the 2 performances. They are Emmy
Zimba, Lauren Fernald, Christopher
Fifer, Alexis Mazure, Janey Ballard,
Mishelle Powell, Emily Bootz,
Kalee Gray, Sophie Mazure, Kacee
Gray, Mary Muter and Marla Muter.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Red Hawk underclassmen Kyle
Reif and Lukas Varney are
Schneeberger’s Athletes of the
week selections. The pair helped
Cass City’s cross country team to a
runner-up finish Saturday at the 15-
team Harbor Beach invite. Both
placed in the top 10 individually.
Varney’s time of 17:02 resulted in
5th place while Reif placed 7th with
a time of 17:08. 

Highlighting the Kingston
Homecoming celebration Friday
was the crowning of the 2006
Cardinal King and Queen winners
Christina Adamczyk and Brandon
Jones. 

Ashleigh Stoeckle and her horse,
R.D. Zip Zan Glo were recently
chosen to represent Huron County
at the Michigan State 4-H Horse
Show in East Lansing, where the
top 4-H equestrians from all over
Michigan vie for the year-end
awards. Stoeckle and her horse
competed in English equitation and
pleasure, dressage and western
pleasure, placing well in all classes.
The daughter of Mark and Carol
Stoeckle of Cass City, she is a mem-
ber of the Lucky Horseshoe 4-H
Club.

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

Donald and Debra Harris of Cass
City announce the birth of a daugh-
ter, Courtney Renee, Sept. 15 at
Saginaw General Hospital,
Saginaw. She weighed 6 pounds
and 15 ounces. Courtney joins a sis-
ter, Nichole, and a brother, Donald.
Grandparents are Spence and
Noreen Harris of Detroit and Joseph
and Loretta Santana of Largo, Fla.

Andrew and Adrianna Devine of
Augusta, Mich., spent the past week
with their grandparents, Luis and
Lila Arroyo, and also stayed some-
time with Kirk, Becky, Carey and
Jarod Chard and Daryl and Lon
Meyer of Bay City.

Cass City advanced speech stu-
dents took part in Student Congress
Sept. 19-21 at the state capitol in
Lansing. Attending the 3-day stu-
dent legislative session were Renee
Rabideau, Troy Osentoski, Corie
Churchill, Melanie Churchill, Laura
Langenburg, Greg Sturtevant,
Cheryl Stine and Kent Winter.

All smiles is Owen-Gage’s 1991
homecoming queen Lynn
Cummins. Miss Cummins is the
daughter of Sharon and Don
Cummins.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Homecoming queen at the
Owendale-Gagetown homecoming
Friday night was Karla
Kretzschmer, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William Kretzschmer of
Owendale. She received her crown
and bouquet from the 1980 queen,
Annette Rockefeller. The new
queen, is wearing her flag girl outfit
from the halftime band program.
She was elected as a write-in candi-
date.

Mrs. Esther McCullough, repre-
senting the Rawson Memorial
Library board and Mrs. Reva M.
Little, retired librarian, were in Bay
City Saturday evening to attend a
meeting of the White Pine Library

Our first vacation in a couple of years offered a study in contrasts, and not
just because we split our time between Mackinac Island and Las Vegas.

It sounds like a weird combination, but we didn’t plan a long weekend in
Vegas until after my wife was chosen to attend a nursing conference there
last week, and we decided to spend a few days together in Sin City before
the conference.  By early last week I was headed back to the Thumb, leav-
ing her in one of the most bizarre places I’ve ever visited.

Now, my wife, Deb, and I have been to a number of cities.  Aside from
growing up in the Grand Rapids area, we’ve visited Los Angeles,
Hollywood, Denver, Chicago, Buffalo, etc.

But Vegas is a whole different ballgame when it comes to spectacles.
Vegas – at least the strip and the nearby Fremont Street Experience — are

24-hour-a-day light shows where the buildings are as big as the names that
perform in many of them night after night.  The crowds can only be
described as a sea of humanity at all levels.  It was a bit much for me at
times, considering I’m used to staring up at the stars with only my dusk-to-
dawn pole barn light illuminating my front yard, and the only wildlife is,
well, wildlife.
It goes without saying that if you’re a recovering alcoholic, you’d better be

on your guard every second, because the booze flows like tap water. 
Of course, the town is known for its casinos.  Sure, we’re familiar with

those, having attended a number of shows at Soaring Eagle in Mt. Pleasant.
In Vegas, however, virtually every building has a casino, from 7-11 to hotels
to the airport.
That wasn’t a big surprise, although I did find it a bit amusing that Denny’s

restaurants (at least the one on the coupon handed to us) also features a wed-
ding chapel.  Who knew?
Take a short stroll just about anywhere on the strip and you quickly realize

you’re not home anymore.  While the scenery is dazzling, it doesn’t take
long to get a first-hand glimpse of the darker side of the city, including a
number of individuals – many at various levels of intoxication – seated here
and there with hand-written cardboard signs begging for change.

At the same time there are some amazingly talented street performers as
well as a variety of costumed characters, all willing to have their picture
taken with you for a few bucks.  I noticed a few who were extremely short
in the way of costumes (and clothes for that matter).   I only noticed because
I’m an experienced journalist, trained to observe details.

Yeah, Deb didn’t buy that explanation either.
I found myself trying to be careful about where I was looking, lest I come

face-to-face with a proverbial car wreck – the kind you don’t want to see but
can’t turn away from (and can’t un-see).
That’s almost never a problem in the Thumb, unless you have some sort of

phobia related to livestock or cornfields or wind turbines.
Don’t get me wrong, there was plenty of fun to be had.  For us that includ-

ed our first trip on a zip line, and Deb made sure it was a good one by reserv-
ing seats – er, harnesses — at Slotzilla, a 10-story tall zip line that covers the
length of the Fremont Street Experience (that’s roughly 1,750 feet of flying
like a superhero above the crowds).

A welcome contrast during our few days in Vegas was the opportunity to
share lunch with Cass City area native Tyler Perry, whose passion for build-
ing bridges between the Christian and Jewish communities as a member of
the Friends of Israel brought him to Nevada a couple of years ago.

Tyler lives a few miles away from all of the glitter, neon and excess of the
strip, but it’s still close enough to remind him he’s far from his hometown in
the Thumb, especially when he’s navigating the busy streets and highways.
Still, Tyler is proof that you can’t “take the Thumb out of the boy (man).”

Bottom line?  This long-awaited vacation was a good time.  I came home
(still) sober and not too broke.
I also returned with a profound sense of gratitude for the Thumb – the peo-

ple and places and life that make this community even more fabulous than
Las Vegas, at least in my eyes.

It’s good to be home.

Cooperative. The speaker, follow-
ing the banquet in the Holiday Inn,
was Robert Wilson, a native of
Detroit and author of “The Crooked
Tree.”

Thirty-seven relatives of Mr. and
Mrs. William J. Profit celebrated the
couple’s 10th wedding anniversary
Sunday with a cooperative dinner in
the Masonic Temple dining room.
The group included all of the chil-
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Profit, her sis-
ter and husband, Mr. and Mrs.
Emmerson Gorton, and grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren of the
Profits. Only seven relatives of the
couple, who live a great distance
away, were unable to attend. Guests
came from Rochester, Birmingham,
Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Okemos, East
Lansing, Grand Rapids, Alma, Lake
Orion and Cass City.

Honored at the Tuscola County
Farm Bureau annual meeting
Thursday were Sally Campbell, out-
standing individual, and Deloris
Aven, outstanding couple with her
husband, Fred, Roland and Clara
Roth, outstanding couple, and Lynn
and Gregory Mohr, distinguished
young farmer couple.

Julie Enderle, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Anthony Enderle, was selected
as Student of the Month for
September at the recent Owendale-
Gagetown Board of Education
meeting. Miss Enderle, a senior, is
second in her class scholastic stand-
ings with a 3.8 grade point average.
She has also been involved in
numerous activities including con-
cert band, marching band, flag
corps, Student Council officer, and
class officer. Julie has also been a
cheerleader for four years and has
been a member of the girls’ basket-
ball and softball teams throughout
her high school years.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

A long career by Gerald Hicks of
Deford was capped when the couple
were selected as outstanding Farm
Bureau couple of the year. Hicks is
currently vice-president of Tuscola
Farm Bureau. He has served in
many of the offices during the year.
In addition, he has been active in
Michigan Milk Producers and
served a total of 16 years on the
Deford and Cass City school
boards. His wife, Elsie, is widely
known across the county because of
her work as Tuscola County Clerk.
Presenting the award is Fred Black.

Miss Deb Loomis and Henry
Cooklin, whose marriage will take
place Oct. 23, were guests of honor
at a miscellaneous shower held
Sunday afternoon in the social
rooms of Salem UM Church.
Hostesses for the shower, attended
by some 30 persons, were Miss
Loomis’ grandmother, Mrs. Howard
Loomis, and her aunts, Mrs. A.J.
Murray of Williamston, Mrs. Irvin
Kritzman of Millersburg, Ind., and
Mrs. Don DeLong.
It’s not unusual for Cass City High

School to field one National Merit
Scholar semi-finalist each year. It is
unusual when a school Cass City’s
size has two. Principal Russell
Richards is shown congratulating
Cathy J. Hobart and Carl A.
Palmateer. The pair remain in com-
petition for some 4,000 scholarships
nationwide. A total of 15,000 stu-
dents rank as semi-finalists in the
nation.

Donna Sting of Unionville is
crowned Tuscola County Farm
Bureau queen by retiring queen
Debbie Loomis of Cass City. Miss
Loomis told members of her great
experiences in the year she reigned.

Two area 4-H Club members won
the Grand Homemaker Award and a
trophy during competition at this
year’s Michigan State Fair in
Detroit. They are Melanie Particka
of the Holbrook Helpers Club,
Ubly, who won the crocheting
award, and Karen Wallace of the
Evergreen Guys and Gals Club,
Decker, who won the clothing
award. A total of 11 girls had their
projects chosen to represent Sanilac
County at the State Fair.

50 YEARS AGO (1966) 

Bonnie Kennedy has been placed
on the Dean’s List for the summer
term at Northeastern School of
Commerce, Bay City. She complet-
ed the term with a B plus average.
She was given a record album for
being the first student to complete
her processing for the summer term.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Emerson Kennedy of rural Cass
City. 
Word has been received from Inger

Hansson of Sweden that her car
arrived in Sweden and all farewell

gifts given her by Cass Cityites
arrived in good condition. She is in
school and has to repeat her 12th
year plus two more before she can
go on to the university.

James Bauer of Bauer Candy
Company of Cass City was named
Michigan Candy Merchandiser of
the Year at a meeting of the
Michigan Candy and Tobacco
Distributor and Vendor Association
held at Boyne Mountain Lodge
recently. The award is presented by
the National Candy Wholesaler
Association. Making the presenta-
tion were Rollie Poole, past presi-
dent and director of the national
association, and State Senator
Thomas Schweigert of Petoskey.

The 4th Infantry Division’s organ-
ic tank battalion arrived in Vietnam
Sept. 12. Captain Bruce Hurry, 29,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Neil M. Hurry
of Cass City, was scheduled to
accompany the unit, the 2nd
Battalion, 34th Armor, on its depar-
ture from Fort Irwin, Calif., to the
combat area. Captain Hurry is com-
manding officer of the battalion’s
headquarters company. Although
the 4th Division was based at Fort
Lewis, Wash., the tank battalion
was stationed at the California post
because of the better terrain for the
unit’s M-48 tanks. Captain Hurry,
whose wife Nancy lives in
Flushing, entered the Army in June
1960.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Two Tuscola county girls, Neva
Achenbach and Marion Harrington,
both 15, of Akron, are Michigan’s
entry in the national 4-H dairy foods
demonstration contest at the
National Dairy Show, Memphis,
Tenn., Oct. 11-18. They show the
importance of using cheese and
milk in the diet around the clock.
Coached by Mrs. Frank Achenbach,
their club leader, the team took first
place over four rivals for the trip, in
the annual competition at the recent
Michigan State Fair, Detroit. As
state winners, they receive all-
expense trips to Memphis through
the Kraft Cheese Company, which
also provides $2800 in college
scholarships for the eight highest
scoring teams in the finals there.

A quiet wedding took place on
Wednesday afternoon, October 1, in
Geneva, Ohio, when Miss Mary
Elizabeth Striffler of Plymouth,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. D.
Striffler, of Cass City, became the
bride of Edward Bliss Gardiner,
also of Plymouth, son of Mrs. Annie
Gardiner, of Kansas City, Missouri.
The service was read by Rev. Roy J.
Striffler, brother of the bride, in his
home in Geneva. 

While Private Carson O’Dell was
home on a six-day furlough, he
attended three social functions in
which his family and friends were
also participants. One was a recep-
tion in his honor on Sunday,
September 28, which 39 persons
attended. He helped celebrate the
birth anniversary of his sister, Mrs.
Alger Bush, of Caro and also the
37th wedding anniversary of his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Warren
O’Dell. Private O’Dell will take a
train Sunday night, October 5, from
Detroit for Quantico, Virginia. 

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

The residence of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert McQueen of Argyle was the
scene of a pretty home wedding
Monday evening when their only
daughter, Hazel, was united in mar-
riage with Victor Hyatt of
Evergreen. The ceremony was per-
formed by the Rev. J. Willerton,
pastor of the Baptist church, the
ring ceremony being used.
A wedding beautiful in its simplic-

ity and impressiveness took place at
St. Agatha’s church Wednesday
morning when Bud Phelan, oldest
daughter of J. Phelan, was married
to Wm. Coffron, son of Mrs. G,
Coffron of North Branch. The cere-
mony took place in the presence of
relatives and friends, Miss Phelan
attended by the groom’s sister, Miss
B. Coffron, and Mr. Coffron by a
brother of the bride. The bride was
becomingly gowned in a navy blue
suit with hat to match. Miss Coffron
was similarly attired.
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Enrollment loss new good, bad news

Continued from page one.

Database outlines compensation packages for school chiefs

*Reese Public Schools (enrollment
822) — $137,600, including a salary
of $98,363. Ranked 428th.

Figures for the Kingston
Community Schools were not avail-
able.

Among Huron County School
Districts in the Cass City area, the
Owendale-Gagetown Area Schools
(enrollment 158) provides a compen-
sation package totaling about
$122,171 for its chief administrator,
including a salary of $82,500
(ranked 464th in the state), and the
Ubly Community Schools’ superin-
tendent compensation package totals
$141,521, including a salary of
$102,988 (ranked 413th). Ubly’s
enrollment is estimated at roughly
713 students.

In Sanilac County, the Marlette
School superintendent receives a
compensation package totaling
$140,784, including a salary of
$95,000.  The district, ranked 421st,
has enrollment of about 907 stu-
dents.

Originally launched in 2012, the

Mackinac Center for Public Policy’s
online database provides the con-
tracts for public school superintend-
ents and estimates their total com-
pensation using additional data pub-
lished by school districts.
The resource equips concerned par-

ents, citizens, taxpayers and media
with the information they need to
compare the compensation and ben-
efits of superintendents and scruti-
nize the people who act as CEOs of
districts that educate Michigan
school children, officials said.

“This is the first, best stop for any-
one looking to get an important
glimpse into how Michigan school
districts pay their leaders,” said Ben
DeGrow, director of education poli-
cy for the Mackinac Center for
Public Policy.

Officials caution, however, that in
some cases, a superintendent’s actu-
al compensation may vary slightly
from the number in the database,
which uses a standard contribution
rate to MPSERS, the statewide
school retirement system, to estimate
a district’s contribution to its super-
intendent’s pension. In addition,

some information publicly reported
by districts may not be up-to-date.

Approximately 90 percent of
Michigan school districts have
responded to the Mackinac Center’s
requests for information and the
database has 523 current contracts.

Two related databases maintained
by the Mackinac Center — the
Michigan School District Revenue
and Expenditure Report and the
Michigan School District Collective
Bargaining Agreements — have also
been updated, officials said.

TUSCOLA COUNTY recently held the Michigan

Association of County Clerks (MACC) District 5 quarterly

meeting, hosted by POET Biorefining in Caro, where the

clerks discussed topics ranging from the upcoming

November election to concealed pistol licensing. Pictured

above are (from left) Sharon Lemasters, Monroe County

clerk; Robin Miller, Monroe County deputy clerk; Theresa

Spencer, Lapeer County clerk; Jodi Fetting, Tuscola County

clerk; and Barb Byrum, Ingham County clerk.

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas

“That could change tomorrow.  It
could be better, could be worse,”
added the superintendent, who
explained the official fall student
tally won’t take place until
Wednesday, Oct. 5.

Enrollment plays a key role in
school funding from the state, which
“blends” student counts conducted
twice a year by districts; once in
February and again the following
fall.  The state’s blending formula
places the greatest emphasis on the
fall count, which is worth 90 percent
of the total.

The blended enrollment number is
multiplied by schools’ foundation
allowances to determine how much
revenue they will receive for the
year.  Cass City, for example, is slat-
ed to receive $7,511 per student for
the 2016-17 school year, a $120-per-
student increase compared to 2015-
16.

Cass City’s blended enrollment
count in 2015-16 was 1,008 students.
So far this year, it appears the blend-
ed 2016-17 count will be about 992
students.

Over the past 15 years or so, Cass
City officials have watched the local
enrollment fall by hundreds of
youngsters – losing an average of 3.7
percent of the district’s student pop-
ulation annually since the 2005-06
school year, when the district boast-
ed 1,500 students.  In 2001-02, Cass
City had more than 1,600 kids
enrolled.

TEACHER RECALLED

In other business Monday, the
board recalled veteran elementary
school teacher Ron McCollum, who
was laid off last month due to a loss
of students eligible for Cass City’s
Great Start Readiness Program

Continued from page one. (GSRP) for at-risk students.
At the time, Hartel reported the

rules regarding eligibility based on
family income had been revised,
with eligibility now determined by
tax returns as opposed to pay stubs.
The change initially cut in half the
number of at-risk kids qualifying for
the local program, which forced
school officials to reduce the number
of sections and, subsequently, the
staffing needed to run the program.

In accordance with new state rules
governing staff reduction, school
officials laid off McCollum based on
his evaluation scores, according to
Hartel, who told the board that
McCollum is returning with the
understanding that he must follow
various requirements laid out in an
IDP (individualized development
plan) such as objectives related to
lesson plans and student achieve-
ment.

The decision to bring back the
instructor was prompted by the res-
ignation of another teacher, half-time
GSRP instructor Mandy Haag, who
had been scheduled to be move up to
full-time employment with the dis-
trict.
Haag’s resignation was accepted by

the board Monday “with regret”, as
were the resignations of Nick Moyer,
a para pro and Cass City’s former
Title I director who has accepted a
job teaching elementary physical
education in Ubly; and Mayra
Learman, a para pro who has staffed
an SRC (student responsibility class-
room) in the district.

The board subsequently hired
Laurie Roggenbuck to fill the vacan-
cy left by Learman’s resignation.
Also joining the staff will be
Susanne Forster, a former local para
pro who will now be serving as a
part-time teacher at the junior-senior
high school.

Also Monday, the board:

*Approved the purchase of three
used school buses to replenish an
aging fleet that is increasingly
encountering break-downs and cost-
ly repairs.

Allison Zimba, the district’s chief
financial officer, recommended buy-
ing the trio of 2015 buses, each with
20,000 to 25,000 miles, for $65,000
apiece.  Zimba said Chemical Bank
has offered an attractive interest rate
of 1.9 percent for a five-year loan to
purchase the vehicles.

*Approved Zimba’s recommenda-
tion to utilize a $2,500 “Cass City
Promise” account to fund five, $500
student scholarships over the next
five years.  The money was initially
raised and banked in hopes of estab-
lishing a significant long-term fund
designed to lure and retain students
by guaranteeing them scholarship
funding upon graduation.  However,
those plans didn’t materialize.

Zimba suggested that Cass City
seniors can apply for the scholar-
ships by submitting an application
along with an essay and letters of
recommendation.

*Approved implementing the absti-
nence-based Michigan Model sex
education curriculum for high school
freshmen.

*Briefly discussed the recent han-
dling of health concerns surrounding
a first grade student’s allergy to
peanut-based foods.  Hartel said
school officials initially banned
peanuts throughout the grade to pro-
tect the student, but later reduced the
ban to one classroom and to one
table in the cafeteria based on the
recommendations the student’s
physician.

*Authorized the high school band
to participate in the Tuscola County
Pumpkin Festival Grand Parade
Sunday, Oct. 9.

against the deterioration of streets
and parking areas not designed for
truck traffic.

“The safety of children and other
pedestrians and traffic safety” is a
major factor in drafting the ordi-
nance, Cristiano said. 

Turning to the ordinance on the use
of fireworks, Trustee Marilyn
Biefer’s recommendation was also
quickly approved. Her motion called
for a ban of consumer fireworks
between the hours of 1 and 8:00 a.m.
on allowed days.
Haynes told the small group of con-

cerned citizen attending the meeting
that the state of Michigan allows
fireworks on all federal holidays,
including the day before and day
after.

Haynes explained the state now
allows municipalities to specify
hours of use on those days, and that
the amendment should eliminate the

Council okays rules on trucks, fireworks
Continued from page one. nuisance and possible public safety

problems during the early morning
hours.

ANNEXATION 

Also Monday, Trustee Mark
Karwowski asked for and received
approval to expand the Cass City
Industrial Park boundaries, with 4.2
acres of land on Doerr Road and
Division Street purchased from the
Schneeberger family that will allow
additional development opportuni-
ties.

Cristiano believes it is to the mutu-
al advantage and benefit of the peo-
ple of Cass City to promote industri-
al development and to attract busi-
ness to improve the general econom-
ic condition of the village.

HAZARD MITIGATION 

On the recommendation of Haynes,
trustees adopted the resolution of the

Tuscola County Hazard Mitigation
Plan. By adopting the plan, the vil-
lage will become eligible to apply
for hazard mitigation funds.
The hazard mitigation plan includes

a wide range of natural, technologi-
cal and human related disasters that
may lead to loss of life, damage to
commercial, residential and public
properties, and health concerns.

The resolution also paves the way
for Cass City to access assistance
from FEMA and the county in the
handling of certain emergencies. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Other business during the 45-
minute gathering included:

*Approving, accepting and filing
minutes from the council’s Aug. 29
regular meeting along with financial
statements, including a cash balance
of $1.9 million.
*Setting trick-or-treat hours in the
village for Monday, Oct. 31, from
5:30 to 7 p.m.

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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bration, held Saturday.
The Smiths welcomed vendors as

well as visitors of all ages.  There
were free tours of the farm, live
music and plenty of activities for the
kids, and everyone was invited to
enjoy a free lunch of BBQ pork and
hotdogs.

The Smiths started their herd of
about two dozen alpacas back in
2003.  The decision came, according
to Dick Smith, after they became
acquainted with some alpacas during
a Fall Family Days celebration at the
Thumb Octagon Barn a few years
earlier.

“Mary Hagen from Ubly had a pen
with some animals there.  We talked
to her and visited her farm, then went
down to Ohio and bought our first
two – both pregnant females,” he
recalled.
The Smiths are no strangers to rais-

ing livestock.
“We’ve got turkeys, guinea hens,

donkeys, peacocks, chickens, ducks,
horses, cows,” he noted.  Alpacas, in
comparison, are less labor intensive,
he said.  “They’re pretty clean ani-
mals and they’re smaller, so you can
handle them easier, and that’s what
sold us on alpacas.

“They have their own personalities.
They’re very curious,” added Smith,
who acknowledged alpacas are
known to spit on occasion, although
their targets, more often than not, are
other alpacas vying for the same
food or water.

Smith said alpacas establish com-
munal dung piles, making it easier to
manage their space.

Alpacas are intelligent animals
native to the Andean Mountain
Range of South America, particular-
ly Peru, Bolivia and Chili.
According to Smith, they were
exported to this country during a 10-
year period in the 1980s – those
countries no longer export alpacas,
opting instead to protect the animals’
bloodlines.

There are two types of alpacas in
the United States today; The
Huacaya (pronounced wa-Ki-ah) and
the Suri.  Although physically almost
identical what distinguishes them is
their fleece.  The Huacaya is the
more common of the two and has a
fluffy, extremely fine coat, while the
rarer Suri has fiber that is silky and
resembles pencil-locks.

Adult alpacas stand at about 36
inches at the withers (the point
where the neck and spine come
together) and generally weigh
between 150 and 200 pounds.  They
do not have horns, hooves, claws or
incisors.  Experienced breeders
describe alpacas as not only intelli-
gent, but also curious and pre-
dictable.  They are social, herding
animals that seek out companionship
and communicate most commonly
by softly humming.

Breeders say alpacas require rela-
tively little pasture and food (their
primary diet is grass or hay – about
two pounds per 125 pounds of body
weight per day), so as many as eight
alpacas can be raised on an acre.

Smiths share their passion for alpacas
Continued from page one. Alpacas are shorn every 12 to 18

months – Smith has his alpacas
shorn in late May.  They produce
five to 10 pounds of luxurious fiber,
which at one time was reserved only
for royalty.  Today, the fleece is pur-
chased in its raw form by hand spin-
ners and fiber artists.  Knitters buy it
as yarn.

Because of its soft texture, alpaca
fiber is sometimes compared to cash-
mere.  Making the fiber even more
coveted, it has the luster of silk.
And, the fiber is just as warm as –
yet one-third the weight of – wool.  It
comes in 22 natural colors and can
be dyed in any desired shade.
Alpaca fiber contains no lanolin and

is naturally hypoallergenic.  Most
people who are sensitive to wool
find that they can wear alpaca with-
out the itching and irritation they feel
from wool because alpaca fiber is
smooth, according to Smith.
Clothing made from the fiber is eas-

ier to care for and can be machine
washed in the gentle cycle.

It’s also expensive; it isn’t unusual
to pay $100 for a sweater, while a
pair of alpaca socks and run $12 to
$15.
The cost is due, in part, to expenses

related to shearing and cleaning the
fleece, and having it spun into yarn,
according to Smith, who said it can
take up to a year to have an order of
200 pairs of socks completed and
delivered to the farm, where he and
Vivian offer them for sale along with
a small selection of sweaters, stuffed
toys, yarn and other items.

While the demand for alpaca fleece
hasn’t diminished over the years,
Smith said the same isn’t true of the
alpacas themselves.

“We got up to 40 (animals) at one
time.  Now we’re back down to 23,”
he said, adding he keeps three or four
breeding males, and the rest are geld-
ed males and breeding females. “The
market sort of went out – it’s sort of
like the race horse business.  So, we
downsized, and we’re getting old,”
he said.

Still, Smith hasn’t slowed down
enough just yet to consider selling
off his herd.

“I don’t want to get out of it.  As
long as I’m able to get out and feed
and clean up after them…” he said.
“I enjoy it.  I still do,” Smith added.

“That’s why we have them.”

PORT SANILAC resident Monica Cronin, who has

purchased seven alpacas from the Smiths, spins yarn

from alpaca fleece during Saturday’s National Alpaca

Farm Days celebration at Smith’s Alpaca Acres.

Cronin is helping to spearhead the first-ever Thumb

Fiber Festival, an event celebrating local fiber farm-

ers, weavers, spinners, knitters and crochet and fiber

artists, slated for Friday and Saturday, Nov. 4 and 5 at

the Sanilac County Historical Village and Museum in

Port Sanilac.  Area residents interested in learning

more are encouraged to contact her (810) 710-0896.
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“That nearly doubled our tax base,”
said township Treasurer Christina
Parmenter.
When the additional 19 turbines are

completed, they will add about
$223,000, explained Township
Supervisor Ed Spannagel. 

Although there are still several
steps to get all of the necessary
approval for phase two, plans call for
construction to begin in the spring.

“Phase three is just an option; it’s
not 100 percent certain,” said
Marvin. “The timing of the project is
designed to meet federal require-
ments for a production tax credit
available for projects that meet cer-
tain requirements deemed to have
begun construction by December 31,
2016.”

There will be an open house for the
general public to learn about the
Cross Winds Energy Park project.
The gathering is set for Wednesday,
Oct. 12, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
American Legion Hall, 2960 Cass
St., Unionville.  

There is an increased demand for
renewable fuels, and the tax incen-
tives for renewable development will
expire Jan. 1, 2017.

“We’ve had requests from major
companies who want more renew-
able fuel and some who want to
develop their own,” said Marvin,
who noted state and federal lawmak-
ers are talking about increasing the
renewable energy standard, and the
U.S. Department of Energy’s incen-
tives are contingent on construction
being underway before the end of the
year and that investment in infra-
structure is made.

With the decommissioning of coal-
powered energy plants because of
pollution, there is more of a demand
for renewable fuels.

Between cost and the amount of

Continued from page one.

Consumers eyes wind farm expansion
land necessary for development,
wind energy is considered the best
option over solar.

“Turbines take up less space, and
farm operations can continue around
them, where there is limited opportu-
nity with sun,” Marvin explained. 

Michigan, especially the Thumb
area, is considered a prime location
for wind development, according to
a study done by the Michigan Wind
Energy Resource Zone Board
(WERZ) in 2008.

Although voters strongly rejected
Proposal 3 in the November 2012
elections that would have put into
place a 25 percent renewable energy
portfolio standard by 2025 as man-
dated in the state’s constitution, that
issue was revisited in 2013 when
Gov. Rick Snyder requested another
wind study.
Michigan is ranked 14th in the U.S.

for wind energy potential. WERZ
identified four regions as having the
highest potential for wind energy
harvest. The Greater Thumb Area is
Region IV.

The areas with potential wind ener-
gy development in Tuscola County
are in the townships of Akron,
Almer, Columbia, Denmark,
Elkland, Ellington, Elmwood,
Fairgrove, Gilford, Juniata, Novesta
and Wisner. 

In Huron County, the study shows
the townships of Bingham,
Bloomfield, Brookfield, Caseville,
Chandler, Colfax, Dwight, Fair
Haven, Gore, Grant, Hume, Huron,
Lake, McKinley, Meade, Oliver,
Paris, Port Austin, Rubicon, Sand
Beach, Sebewaing, Sheridan,
Sherman, Sigel, Verona and Winsor
are all potential candidates for wind
energy development.

ies because we have no option.
Washington now looks out for itself and its jobs, not us.
Last, but not least, Clinton will get to appoint liberal Supreme Court jus-

tices.  Eight un-elected people get to make decisions.  A lifetime position.
We definitely need a retirement age or two terms as the president has.  Same
for our Congress.

Do pray for our country.  We do need help.  Why not ask God to give us
insight to elect the right person for the job?  Amen, and may God Bless
America.

Virginia “Ginna” Gentner
Cass City

P.S. Let’s change the 18 months with 17 candidates to run for one position.
Six months should be plenty of time.

Continued from page three.

Pray during this election year
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC

nan  

Cell: (989) 551-717

nbliss@woodburyfinanc
, MI 4872Cass City

.O   6815 E. Cass City Rd., P

Advisinancial F
 Blis P.las P P Bliss P. Nicho

rvices, Inc., mem  Woodbury Financial Se
sory services of  Securities and advi

  71

cial.net
  6

O. Box 38

rso
 ss

  mber FINRA/SIPC
  ffered through

����������������
������

�������		��������

�

��				��������������������

��

����#��������$�
�!���

����



		����������������		��������

����		������


�%%�
 &(��$���$��� ������""!
�������!!��#"$&%������'!�

��##���$(�
�$%���$#���

���  ���"�!�$

��&���������������"##"!�!&��� &� �
������������������',4?��6=2;/������������������������������
����8�5�
�������������������744?��6=2;/��� �����+�5�
��		���������������9+63/65<;1��6=2;/ &��
��	�����������������#���+3/9:��6=2;/��������������������������+�5�
��������������)+0/6/9�#+93��6=2;/��%+6.<:3?���������
��+�5�
������������������%44��,59��06,5) �����%�/�
�����������������$//:/��6=2;/ ��
��+�5�
������ �&���/+0</���(+::+9 ��
��8�5�
���		������������&1<5,� //;����+97 ������+�5�
���	��	��������$/0276+4����/-3/9=244/ &��

#����$�������#���#�� �!$�
��&���������������"##"!�!&��� &� �
�������������� �+97��(� �����+�5�
���������������������" �������������������������������������������2�/�
����������������������+97����(� ��
��+�5�
����������������������+?��2;?�)/:;/96��(� �����+�5�
��	������������������$//:/����������������� ����8�5�
�������������� #%44%3���� �����2�/�
��	��������������� '%���(� ��
��+�5�
��	��������������������#���+3/9:���������������������������������8�5�
���� �%(��8) �����2�/�
�������������������� 244260;76 ��
��8�5�
���������� '%� ����8�5�
���������������������))4)�������������������������������������������2�/�
����
��������������(+::+9 ����8�5�
�����������������������%-)34 �����2�/�
���	������ �+.��>/ ����8�5�
���		���������������#���+3/9��(� ������+�5�
��������������������%31 �����2�/�
���
�������������2:;�&7<96? &��

��&�����"##"!�!&������������
������������ +?=244/���
�������������))4)
��	���������'%�
������������#%44%3
������������%3&13��)%'+
���
���������260:;76�

��&�����"##"!�!&��
�������������%96,..)
�����������$//:/
�����������" �
�����������(+::+9
������������+9,79��/+-1
���@�� �%�����!��&���
��8�5�

��������������������������		������

��������������������
�����(������������
����&��%�����������

���� "#�	�� "� ���"�����"���'�$��!�##

�1/)�*%/)4�,0�&1.(�

��&� "##"!�!&�
��������������������+9,79��/+-1��32-3�
�����������������'%���32-3����
�����������������3170��,59��-,'-�����������

����#��������$�	�!���

��
�����
����



PAGE TWELVE CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28,  2016

��#�$ "#���'�(#�'��� ������
����#��� ���%#�$ ��(�

���� "�� &��%$"�������%"��
��	���
������	���
������	������
��

�	
����%*624*,�$-����*97�� ��������� ������������
%<6-*@�%.9=2,.:�����	��*6-�

��	�*�5�
>>>�*6,179,7=.7<;9.*,1,1<9,1�,75

��##���$(���##� ��"(���%"��
���7.8/0.6�$-����*::��2;@�� ����������������������

(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5�����%<6-*@�%,1774�����*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	��	�*�5�
%<6-*@��=.6260�%.9=2,.����)7<;1��97<8����	�8�5� ���(.-6.:-*@��*524@�!201;����	�8�5�
#*:;79��#124��<93.;;�����::7,2*;. #*:;79���7.4�%,1>.6-260.9����>>>�,*::,2;@5,�790

��##���$(����$�����$� ��#$���%"��
�
		��.5.;.9@�$-���#�"���7?�
�����*::��2;@�� �����������������

(79:128��

�		�*�5����%<55.9����	�*�5������%<6-*@�%,1774���%.8;�� *@����	�*�5�
�755<62;@��266.9��� 76;14@���6-�(.-��*;�6776�

#*:;79��$.=���*,32.�$7.
� ��%��$(���!$�#$���%"�� �������������������������

���4.�%;����*::��2;@�� ������������������	��
%<6-*@�%,1774�����*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�

�		�*�5�

�=.6260�%.9=2,.���		�8�5�����(.-6.:-*@���#9*@��2+4.�%;<-@���)7<;1��97<8���		�8�5�

��� "��� ��%��$(���%"��

����!���260:;76�$-�

�
��524.�:7<;1�7/��./79-�76��260:;76�$-��
����	��

%<6-*@:���
	�*�5�
(.-6.:-*@�����8�5�
#*:;79���*=2-��778.9

�./79-�755<62;@�1<9,1�790

�&�����������"�����%"��� ����##���$(
��	��1.:;6<;��4=-����*::��2;@�� ���������������	�	�
���%<55.9��*/.��1<9,1�*;�
	�
��*�5��;197<01��*+79��*@

 2->..3��2+4.�%;<-2.:�
�2+42,*4��7<6:.4260

#*:;79��$.=��&7--�$���7<4-�����23.�<:�76��*,.+773�

��"#$���!$�#$���%"��
��������������������������

������������
��	��7<01;76�%;����*::��2;@�� �������������������
��

%<6-*@�%,1774��44��0.:�����*�5�����%<6-*@� 796260�(79:128�%.9=2,.�

�		�*�5�
%<6-*@��=.6260�%.9=2,.���		�8�5�

(.-6.:-*@�#9*@.9� ..;260����2+4.�%;<-@���		�8�5�
�(�!���4<+:���		�8�5������		�8�5� ���(.-6.:-*@���&..6��4<+���		�8�5������		�8�5�

%<5.9�'���%���<4@�������/975���*�5��;7�

��	�*�5�
#*:;79���*=2-�����244����(.+:2;.��>>>�/+,,,�<:

��"#$��"�#�($�"������%"��
������������������������	������������������
�������

��	���1<9,1�%;����*::��2;@�� ���������������		����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	���*�5�
�?.9,2:.�#9709*5�� 76���(.-�����92��*;����	�*�5�����69744�!7>�/79��/;.9�%,1774�

�-=.6;<9.��(.-��/7447>260�:,1774����
��+.026:�%.8;.5+.9�

#*:;79��$.=���26-*��9*1*5

�"�#�"��"�#�($�"������%"��
�		���<976��26.�$-����*::��2;@�� ���������������		

%<6-*@�%,1774���%.8;�� *@�
	��	�*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5�
%7,2*4� 2::276��7//..��7<9�/7447>260�>79:128�� #*:;79��$.=���26-*��9*1*5

	  �����!��"��
%$��"�����%"��
���	���� *26�%;����*::��2;@�� ����������������	

(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5������2+4.��4*::���%<6-*@�%,1774�
	���*�5�
#*:;79��%;.=.��*06*44

>>>�077-:1.81.9-4<;1.9*6,*::,2;@�>.+:�,75


�&����� "��� "#��!����$�"���%"��� ��	 �
�����������

������7<01;76�%;9..;���*::��2;@�� ���������������������
%<6-*@�%,1774��
	�*�5��(79:128�%.9=2,.��

�		�*�5�

�*524@�&9*26260��7<9���(.-6.:-*@���8�5��26,4<-260�@7<;1�*6-�,124-9.6A:�:.9=2,.:�
#*:;79��$.=�� *93��*9>7>:32���(.+:2;.��>>>�4>>,,70�6.;

��)!�����##� ��"(���%"��
��
�!��'*6��@3.���*::��2;@�� ������

%<6-*@�%,1774��
	�*�5�����%<6-*@�%.9=2,.��

�*�5��*6-����	�8�5�
(.-6.:-*@�#9*@.9��97<8����	�8�5����8�5�����(.-6.:-*@��2-:A��4<+����	�8�5����8�5�

#*:;79��*4.��<447,3�������������

� &�#$����%"��� ����"�#$
������.5.;.9@�$-����*::��2;@�� �������������������
%<6-*@�%,1774����	�*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	��	�*�5�

 262:;.9���9*-�%8.29:
'2:2;�7<9�>.+:2;.�*;��>>>�67=.:;*,1<9,1�790

%"�
��(�� �# ��$����"�#�
����%��%..0.9�%;����*::��2;@�� ������������������
%<6-*@� *::��%*;<9-*@���		�8�5����%<6-*@����		�*�5�

�*24@� *::��(.-6.:-*@���		�*�5�
#*97,12*4��-5262:;9*;276���9���192:;2*6�&*+*9.:

��	������������

Donna Adams

Donna Lee Adams, 70, of Cass City, died unexpectedly Monday,
September 19, 2016 in her home.  
She was born January 27, 1946 in Bad Axe to Henry and Ida (Wurdelmann)

Maxwell.  
She married Harold Edward Adams October 12, 1963 in Sandusky, Ohio.

He died February 3, 2003.
Donna worked as a loan officer for Chemical Bank in Cass City, Bay City

and later in Caro.  She was an active member of
Cass City United Methodist Church and served
with the DORCAS Society.  Donna enjoyed
traveling the United States with Harry.  She
loved the library and reading mystery and
romance novels.  Donna was known for
making great pies.

Donna is survived by her children:
Michele (John) Pasanski of Gagetown,
Scott (fiancé, Nikki Palmateer) Adams
of Bad Axe; grandchildren: Nathan
Pasanski, Shawn (Dawn) Pasanski,
Nicole Pasanski, Olivia Adams and Hope
Adams; great-grandchildren:  Jordan
Pasanski and Skylar Pasanski; siblings:
Dorothy Stahlbaum of Cass City, Glennwood
Kipper of Perry and Gary (Betty) Maxwell of
Caro.  

She was preceded in death by her grandson, Warren Pasanski and brother,
Robert Schmidt. 

A funeral service was held Friday, September 23 at Cass City United
Methodist Church with the Rev. Jackie Roe officiating.  

Interment is in Elkland Township Cemetery, Cass City.  
Memorials may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital or Cass

City United Methodist Church.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the fam-

ily at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City. 

Evelyn MacRae
Evelyn MacRae, 96, of Marshall, MI and formerly of Cass City, passed

away peacefully at Eaton Community Palliative Care in Charlotte, MI on
Monday, September 19, 2016 surrounded by her family.   

Evelyn was born in Grosse Ile, MI on December 11, 1919 to the late
Charles and Susan Lafayette. 

Evelyn was raised in Grosse Ile, MI where she attended Grosse Ile High
School.  After graduation, she went on to attend Eastern Michigan
University, graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree
in teaching.  Evelyn had a passion for educat-
ing others; that passion took her to accept
teaching positions with Reese and Cass
City Schools.  She married the love of
her life, Dr. Kenneth Ivon MacRae on
August 10, 1944.    

Evelyn was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Cass City and
Marshall.  For several years she
served on the board of Rawson
Memorial Library and was active in the
adult literacy program.  She was a mem-
ber of the A.A.U.W. (American
Association of University Women) in Cass
City and worked with the Reading Is
Fundamental Program.  In 1975, she received the
Citizen of the Year Award from the Chamber of Commerce.

Left to cherish her memory is her daughter, Margaret Zorn of Marshall;
granddaughters, Kari (Scott) Kahanec of Canton, Michigan and Sara (Brian)
Sauer of Jackson; great-grandchildren, Ashley, Brayden, Lyla Kahanec and
Lauryn and Avery Sauer; special sister-in-law, Jacqueline Lafayette of
Grosse Ile, Michigan; several nieces and nephews.  

Evelyn was preceded in death by her husband; daughter, Marcia and a son
David.  

In accordance with her wishes, cremation has taken place.  A memorial
service will be held at Marshall First Presbyterian Church on Sunday,
October 9, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. with the Reverend Linda Graham officiating.    

Memorial contributions may be directed to the First Presbyterian Church
or Rawson Memorial Library, both of Cass City, Michigan; Oaklawn
Hospice or First Presbyterian Church of Marshall.  

Friends may send condolences or share a memory at www.kempffuneral-
homel.com 
Arrangements were made by Craig Kempf Family Funeral Homes.

Harland Trisch 
Harland Leroy Trisch, 80, of Cass City, died following a short illness

Friday, September 23, 2016 in Vada Villa Adult Foster Care Home in
Unionville.  

He was born July 12, 1936 in Ann Arbor to Alfred D. and Florence Rila
(Silvernail) Trisch.  

He married Jean Magel.  She died November 7, 1975.  He married Leah
Jean Robinson October 2, 1979 in Decker.

When Harland was younger he enjoyed
working on cars and was excellent at car

body work.  He worked for the former
Vassar Foundry, retiring after many
years of service.  Harland also loved to
farm and owned a small hobby farm,
raising cattle and crops.  Raising and
selling coon dogs was Harland’s pas-
sion.  He won many trophies for his
dogs over the years.  He was very

proud of his dogs.  Harland was a
member of the Water Wonderland Coon

Hunt Association.
Harland is survived by his wife, Leah;

sons:  Richard (Gloria) Trisch of Vila Velha,
ES, Brazil and Ronald Trisch of KY; grandson,

Justin Snyder; sister, Loretta (William) Hacker of Cass City; brother, Alfred
Leon Trisch of Caro; sister-in-law, Theresa Trisch of Caro; special niece,
LaWanda Adamczyk of Kingston; many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his brothers: Lyle Curry and Robert Trisch;
sister, Luella Clink; sister-in-law, Juanita Trisch.  

Graveside service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 5, at
Ellington Township Cemetery, Caro with the Rev. Len Wyatt of Kingston
Wesleyan Church officiating.  

Interment will take place at Ellington Township Cemetery, Caro.   
Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the fam-

ily at www.kranzfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar 

Seasonal Employee Team 
and earn extra money this fall. 

 
Applications are available NOW 
at our Bay City, Caro, Sebewaing 

and Croswell factories 
 

In Caro, Sebewaing and Croswell, 
applications may be picked up at 

the Agriculture Offices 
 

For more information 
about  how to apply, please call 

1-877-41-SUGAR. 
 

Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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News briefs...

MEMBERS OF the Cass

City Missionary Church

recently broke ground on

“Future Connections”, a

5,000-square-foot addition

that will feature a new foyer

space, handicap accessible

bathrooms, nursery area,

conference room, offices, an

elevator, a café and more.
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Just three or so months after celebrating their church’s golden anniversary,
members of the Cass City Missionary Church congregation have broken
ground on an expansion project designed to pave the way for “future con-
nections”.

The church, located just west of Cass City at 4449 Koepfgen Rd., was the
site of a groundbreaking ceremony Sept. 18.

The nearly 5,000-square-foot addition will feature what church members
describe as a large, welcoming foyer space, new handicap accessible bath-
rooms, nursery area, conference room, offices, an elevator, a café and more.

Pastor Phil Burkett said members of the congregation are calling the
planned addition Future Connections for several reasons. 

“First, the new addition will provide the structural transition between the
existing church to future ground-level construction, which is projected to
include a gym/multi-purpose building and, eventually, a new sanctuary,”
Burkett explained.

“The second reason for calling it Future Connections is because this new
space, which vastly increases the foyer, will be an inviting area to connect
with friends, family, acquaintances, and last but not least, a place to make
new friends — future connections.   They want to give people a chance to
interact with one another in an inviting, spacious, environment.”

Burkett noted the design follows a trend in church architecture that empha-
sizes more space in foyer areas, which in older style churches tend to be lit-
tle more than walk-through coat rooms leading directly into sanctuaries or
classrooms.

“Now more of the (churches) are building their large common areas where
people can mingle and connect,” he said.
Since Cass City Missionary Church has two Sunday morning worship serv-

ices, at 8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m., the Future Connections addition will pro-
vide much-needed transition space for people moving in and out of worship
and classroom areas,” Burkett continued.
“A third reason for Future Connections is to make the current building more

easily accessible to everyone.  The new space will include a ground level
entrance, an elevator, making access to all levels much easier for those with
mobility issues, and will include handicap accessible bathrooms,” he said.
“The planned addition will include ground-level, state-of-the-art infant and
toddler nurseries to replace current basement-level nurseries. This will allow
parents to stay more closely connected with their young children.”
The church’s purchase of an additional 2.8 acres adjacent to the west of the

current property in late 2012 made the planned Future Connections addition
possible.

“The addition will help alleviate the church’s space needs, but it’s just one
of the church’s goals that have been laid out in its 2020 vision,” Burkett said.

Other goals include increasing average Sunday morning worship to 200
people by 2020, up from the current average attendance of roughly 140 peo-
ple, according to the pastor, who noted another goal — establishing an effec-
tive and dedicated outreach team to serve the community – is well on its way
to being realized, with the recent hiring of an associate pastor/outreach
leader.

Construction on the Future Connections project is already underway and
targeted for completion next spring.

Future Connections
Cass City Missionary Church breaks
ground on 5,000-square-foot addition

BAD AXE — State Rep. Edward Canfield, D.O., will host a town hall meet-
ing in partnership with the Michigan Attorney General’s office next week.

The meeting is slated for Friday, Sept. 30, at 5 p.m. at the Huron County
Expo Center, 170 W. Soper Rd., Bad Axe.

The session will focus on the risk of identity theft, with Susan Peters from
the attorney general’s office offering advice on how area residents can best
protect themselves and their families from this increasing threat to privacy.

“As technology continues to advance, the opportunity for our information
to become compromised increases,” said Canfield (R-Sebewaing). “We, as
consumers must remain vigilant in how we use our information, where we
put it and how we dispose of important documents that we no longer need.
I encourage all residents to attend this very informational event.”

Library to host Author Dave Vizard
CASS CITY – Rawson Memorial District Library’s Ravenous Readers will
kick off their fall book club series at noon today (Wednesday) with a pres-
entation by Michigan author Dave Vizard.

The program, entitled “Anatomy of Mystery”, will feature a question and
answer slide show that details how “A Grand Murder”, Vizard’s latest novel,
was created.
The Ravenous Readers purchased the book last spring, so it was one of their

summer books to read,” Vizard said.  “That almost guarantees an exciting
discussion. Lots of great questions and a free flow of ideas. I’m really look-
ing forward to my visit to Cass City.”
Vizard’s roots in Thumb run long and deep. He was born in Marlette, grad-

uated from Mayville High School, and now resides in the Caseville area He
is a former managing editor of The Bay City Times and editor of True North
Magazine.

Vizard is also the author of “A Formula for Murder”, a mystery based in
Bay City, and he is currently writing a third novel, which was inspired by
real events that occurred on Saginaw Bay and Sand Point.

More information is available by calling the library at (989) 872-2856.

KINGSTON – Officials at the Jacquelin E. Opperman Memorial Library in
Kingston recently announced that issues (1941 through 1960) of the former
Kingston Enterprise newspaper are available online, thanks to the library’s
association with the Marlette District Library.  This is only part of the micro-
film collection and Opperman Library Director Glenna Ford says she hopes
to add more issues to the collection in the future.
The newspaper archive can be accessed through the Kingston’s library web

page at www.oppermanmemoriallibrary.com.
Ford said the project was made available Sanilac Computer Products and

the Marlette District Library.  “The Kingston historical group is making a
donation to help add two more rolls of microfilm to be converted to digital,”
she added.  “Any donations to this project would be greatly appreciated,”
Ford said.  “Approximately $680 will be needed to complete the project.”

Ford hopes to eventually add Kingston High School yearbooks to the dig-
ital collection.  Anyone interested in making a donation to the newspaper
project is asked to contact her at the library at (989) 683-2500.

Meeting to focus on identity theft 

CARO — The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Office, in conjunction with the
Greater Thumb and Saginaw SAFE KIDS Coalition, will be hosting its last
scheduled child car seat inspection for 2016 next month. The event is slated
for Saturday, Oct. 8, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Merchant Building at the
Tuscola County Fairgrounds in Caro.

Child car seat inspections on tap

MICHIGAN — Secretary of State Ruth Johnson is encouraging residents to
donate nonperishable food at Secretary of State offices statewide through
Nov. 23 as part of the 26th Annual Michigan Harvest Gathering food drive.

“All it takes to help your neighbor is a can of soup or a jar of peanut but-
ter,” Johnson said. “Just bring these items to an area Secretary of State
office. With that seemingly small gesture you are helping a local family to
put food on their table when they otherwise might have gone hungry.”

SOS accepting food drive donations

Kingston Enterprise issues online


