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A capacity crowd overflowed into the halls of the Cass City Municipal
Building during Monday night’s regular monthly meeting.
They were in attendance to hear from Texas businessman Mark Molter and

his plans to help rejuvenate the local downtown with a new, 21,000-square-
foot supermarket.
Molter told the assembly he plans to construct a new grocery store on Main

Street in the heart of downtown. His vision calls for the demolition of the
former Fairway and Antique Mall buildings, in addition to relocating Rotary
Park.

Molter, 44, has more than two decades of experience in the grocery store
business. He and his father owned and operated as many as 23 stores during
that time.

During a
PowerPoint
presentation,
Molter said
the new store
will employ
28 to 35 full-
time workers
and return $7
to $8 million
in shopping
dollars to the
c o m m u n i t y
that are now
being spent
e l s e w h e r e .
The new store
will feature a
high quality
deli, homemade sausages and fresh produce, he noted.

“We use a hands-on approach,” said Molter, who plans to move to the area
with his wife and four children. “People that want to buy cheap toilet paper
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ELKLAND TOWNSHIP Fire Chief Glenn Guilds estimated the loss at rough-

ly $40,000 in a fire that gutted a Shabbona Road home last Wednesday morn-

ing.  The homeowner, George Mester, was not insured.

ROBINSON IS pictured above with her son during

a program in 2004 when they presented a scholar-

ship in honor of Brian’s father, a Vietnam veteran

who died from cancer while Brian was serving with

the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division in Afghanistan.

Brian died about four years ago from an accidental

drug overdose after struggling with PTSD and

addiction.

Crowd gathers to
hear Molter’s plan
for supermarket

School board okays cuts,
shortens the school year

Fire guts Cass City area man’s home
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Fire gutted a home in Novesta
Township last Wednesday morning,
and investigators say the homeowner
was not insured.

Elkland Township firemen were
dispatched to the George Mester res-
idence, located about one-quarter
mile west of Phillips at 5348
Shabbona Rd., at about 8:30 a.m.

Fire fighters arrived to find the
home fully engulfed in flames,
according to Elkland Township Fire
Chief Glenn Guilds, who said Mester
was not home when the fire broke
out.
Guilds said it appears some wires in

an extension cord running lead from
the house to a well pump may have
overheated and ignited the blaze.  He
estimated the loss at $30,000 for the
structure and another $10,000 for
contents.

Guilds, who noted American Red
Cross officials were called in to
assist Mester, commended Lt. Paul
Learman and fellow fire fighter
Mick Kirn for their leadership in
responding to the scene.

Elkland Township firemen
remained at the scene for about 3 ½
hours.  They received tanker and
manpower assistance from the
Elmwood Township-Gagetown,
Kingston and Caro fire departments.

Mom honors veteran son’s memory
by sharing PTSD, addiction struggle

Memorial Day ceremonies
slated in area communities

Huron theft probe leads to drug bust 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Bad Axe Police Department theft
investigation that led to the arrest of
two suspects in the Ubly and Cass
City areas last week also enabled
Huron County Sheriff’s deputies to
seize heroin and prescription drugs
from a residence.

Bad Axe Police Chief David Rothe

said a post on his department’s
Facebook page yielded quick and
effective assistance in the apprehen-
sion of suspects believed to have
stolen televisions from the Walmart
store in Bad Axe Thursday.

Officers were dispatched to the
business at about 1:30 p.m., accord-
ing to Rothe.

“The investigation revealed that
three men had loaded up televisions

into shopping carts while in the elec-
tronic department and had walked
out of separate doors simultaneous-
ly,” he said.  “Working with
Walmart, pictures were obtained
from their video surveillance. Those
pictures were posted on the city of
Bad Axe Facebook page.

“Within 20 minutes, the post had
been shared over 150 times and the
Bad Axe Police Department received
over 30 phone calls,” Rothe added.
“All the phone calls identified the
same individuals. The Facebook post
was taken down once positive identi-
fications were obtained.”
Police located one of the suspects in

Ubly, where they received one stolen
television from his residence.

“The suspect was cooperating with
the police. As the investigation con-
tinued, a search warrant was
obtained for a residence in Paris
Township. The results of that search

Please turn to page 14.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

With Memorial Day just a few days
away, you can count Deb Robinson
among area residents whose
thoughts are focused on the men and
women who paid the ultimate price
for this nation’s freedom, and who
will be on hand for one or more cer-
emonies on tap in the Thumb to mark
the observance.
But a strong sense of patriotism and

gratitude isn’t limited to a single hol-
iday for the Cass City area woman,
who like many others grapples with
a profound sense of loss every day of

the year.
Robinson lost her son, Brian, more

than four years ago to an accidental
prescription drug overdose after
struggling for years with Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
and addiction that she says stemmed
from service in the military, includ-
ing deployments to Afghanistan and
Iraq.  He was 27.

These days, Robinson, a Caro
native who has spent countless hours
researching veterans’ health issues,
shares her story of survival and pro-
motes awareness of PTSD and
addiction by presenting information-
al and inspirational programs to var-

ious groups.
Brian was just 16 years old when he

signed up for the U.S. Army’s
Delayed Entry Program.  “He was
very bright.  He was a very kind per-
son,” she said of her son.  “He loved
to be around lots of friends.  He was
very, very close to his family, and he
loved riding his dirt bike.  He was
very patriotic and loved his country.”

Brian was a third generation Army
veteran eager to serve in the military,
but no more so than in his junior year
at Caro High School when 9-11
unfolded before a shocked nation.
“He got really fired up,” she
recalled.

Two days before his 18th birthday,
Brian left for basic training at Fort
Benning, Ga., then it was on to jump
school at Fort Bragg, where he pre-
pared for his role as a member of the
82nd Airborne Division.

“As soon as he was trained, they
shipped him to Afghanistan,” said
Robinson, who noted her son and his
fellow soldiers parachuted into and
secured enemy territory.  “It was
very dangerous.  He was in many,
many fire fights,” she added.

Brian’s tour was cut short when his
father, Newton Robinson, was near-
ing death following a battle with
multiple myeloma, a cancer linked to
the Agent Orange he was exposed to

Please turn to page 5.Please turn to page 5.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City area residents will honor the nation’s fallen heroes this month just
as they have for many decades; with Memorial Day observances designed to
demonstrate the community’s respect, gratitude and desire to honor those
who made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.

The traditional Elkland Township Memorial Service will kick off Monday
at about 10:30 a.m. next to the cemetery chapel following the annual parade,
which is scheduled to get underway at 10 a.m. at the corner of Main and
Seeger streets in Cass City.

Please turn to page 14.

Please turn to page 14.

Huron County inmate dies

Please turn to page 14.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

An investigation into the death of a Huron County Jail inmate over the
weekend is continuing, according to Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson.

Hanson said a corrections deputy discovered a 50-year-old female inmate
unresponsive Saturday at about 11:30 a.m.  She had been alone in her cell.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials will put off a planned bus purchase but plan to
reduce the pay rate for the district’s Title I director and will eliminate 1.5
teaching positions as part of an effort to trim expenses by roughly $116,300
in the 2016-17 fiscal year.
The decision came during a special board of education budget session held

prior to Monday night’s regular monthly meeting.
The board is expected to adopt the district’s new spending plan in June in

accordance with state law, which requires schools to have a new budget in
place by July 1.
Allison Zimba, the Cass City Public Schools’ chief financial officer, recom-

mended a cost-cutting plan Monday that projects a continued trend of
shrinking enrollment – by another 25 students in the coming school year.
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Last Endeavors Art Gallery show underway
The Artistic Endeavors Art Gallery

in Cass City is hosting one final
show this month before closing its
doors.

The show, currently underway, fea-
tures the work of two Lapeer artists –
Jim Alt and Jacquie Piechowski,
according to Artistic Endeavors

member Marilyn Biefer.
“Jim Alt was the director of gallery

194 in Lapeer.  He is still an employ-
ee of the city of Lapeer (and) is also
an artist and a magician,” Biefer
said.  “He appeared at the gallery a
few years ago and will also perform
at this show.  Jacquie Piechowski is a

painter from Lapeer also.”
Both artists are being featured at the

local gallery through Saturday, May
28, when there will be a closing
reception starting at 6 p.m., accord-
ing to Biefer, who said Alt’s magic
show is slated to get underway at 7
p.m. the same day.

Lounsbury receives distinguished service award
Paula (Klosowski) Lounsbury,

daughter of John and Rosa
Klosowski of Elkton, recently
received the 2016 Richard Calley
Distinguished Service Award from
the Saginaw County Department of
Public Health.

The award recognizes an individ-
ual, organization or business that has
made a significant contribution to
the advancement of public health in
Saginaw County.

Lounsbury was nominated for the
award based on her accomplish-
ments while serving as the Saginaw
County Emergency Management
director from 2012 through 2015.
During her tenure, Lounsbury was
able to introduce innovative technol-
ogy upgrades to the Office of
Emergency Management.  She was
also willing and able to pull commu-
nity groups together to fill gaps in
preparedness efforts such as mass
fatality planning, continuity of oper-
ations, and severe weather prepara-
tion.

Lounsbury is highly regarded by
her peers along with law enforce-
ment agencies, fire departments,
public health officials, hospitals and

other community organizations
because of her collaborative nature
and high-level performance.  She is
credited with increasing the pre-
paredness and readiness of Saginaw
County to respond to any type of dis-
aster, including public health emer-
gencies.

She organized her office and dra-
matically elevated not only the role
of an emergency manager, but also
enhanced the collaborative partner-
ships that make the office critical.

Lounsbury has been with the
Saginaw County Sheriff’s
Department since 1993 and is cur-
rently a captain.  She is a 1989 Laker
High School graduate and currently
resides with her family in the Cass
City area.

Paula (Klosowski) Lounsbury
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Backyard concerto

Imagine experiencing authentic joy at the promise of
each new day. Of being so in love with the sunrise that
you feel compelled to sing about it at the loudest decibel
level in your range. Of flying across the country on your
own feather power because nature tells you that’s the way
it should be.

Birdbrain is not typically interpreted as a positive
descriptor, but I think maybe that should change. While
birds may or may not be the brightest bulbs in the back-
yard, they’ve got some things figured out. Like loving life
– anytime of the day, but especially at 4:00 in the morn-
ing. 

Intelligent or not, they are an inspiration. Not only do
they refrain from hitting the snooze button, they are joy-
ous about their awakening. I love that. (The worms prob-
ably do not.)

I also love that by the time I’m ready to get out of bed
at 6:30 a.m. the backyard is silent. At first I thought
maybe their joy of dawn’s early light had been subdued,
but I realized that wasn’t logical; by 6:30 when the rest of
the world is getting out of bed, the birds are probably nap-
ping.

Who can blame them?
—-

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright, author and member of the National
Society of Newspaper Columnists. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Memorial Day has increasingly become a holiday

weekend devoted to family gatherings, trips to the

beach, barbecues and fireworks, with some folks

giving very little thought to the men and women

who have died while serving their country.

We’re proud to say, however, that a host of citi-

zens in Cass City and in our surrounding commu-

nities still give Memorial Day the respect it

deserves.

Sure, our families enjoy outings, camp fires and

cookouts over the holiday weekend, but there is a

sense of deep appreciation that coincides with

what the members of our armed services — specif-

ically those who have paid the ultimate price —

stand for: patriotism, honor, dedication and sacri-

fice.

In the Cass City community, folks still remember

to remove their hats when they recite the Pledge of

Allegiance or hear the first note of the Star

Spangled Banner.

You can see that same demonstration of patriot-

ism in each and every one of the 600 or so flags

volunteers with the Cass City Area Historical and

Genealogy Society place on the graves of veterans

resting at Elkland Township Cemetery a week

prior to the Memorial Day holiday.  You can also

see it in the faces of members of Cass City Veterans

of Foreign Wars Post 3644 as they set up their

impressive “Avenue of Flags” in honor of their

comrades.

These folks aren’t teenagers, and yet regardless of

age, they go about placing this tribute with a sense

of purpose.  And respect.

Memorial Day, formerly known as Decoration

Day, originated after the American Civil War to

commemorate the Union and Confederate soldiers

who died in the Civil War.  By the 20th century,

Memorial Day had been extended to honor all

Americans who have died in all wars.

Many people visit cemeteries and memorials, par-

ticularly to honor those who have died in military

service — a practice that continues in the Thumb

as area residents gather at cemeteries in Elkland,

Novesta and Grant townships, among others.

Memorial Day typically marks the start of the

summer vacation season, and we wish all area res-

idents a safe holiday weekend.

We also encourage everyone, in their own way, to

take a moment to remember the many servicemen

and women who are not here today because of

their sacrifice for the freedoms the rest of us enjoy

to this day.

It’s the very least we can do.  It’s the right and

honorable thing to do.

The birds were going crazy with their twittering
tweets, chirps and trills. The cooing of a mourning dove
underscored the drumming of a lone woodpecker. It
seemed each feathered friend was trying to outdo the
other with its own solo and the sounds reverberated in a
rowdy crescendoed backyard symphony.
This spirited banter jostled the airwaves amply enough

to wake me from a sound sleep. I looked at the clock. It
was 4:23. In the morning, as in a.m., not p.m. I know
what they say about the early bird, but 4:23 a.m. is a lit-
tle too wee for me. Even roosters know enough to wait
until dawn to awaken the farm.

Still the fervor and celebratory chattering of the birds
in my yard at 4:00 each morning is impressive – albeit
not fully appreciated by most humans living in my
house. The birds are celebrating the weather and antic-
ipating the sunrise and the business of preening their
feathers and splashing in the birdbath and padding their
nests and laying and hatching their eggs and hunting for
worms and feeding their birdlets and giving flight les-
sons and dive bombing the cats and eagerly welcoming
all the other everyday tasks at hand (or wing, as the case
may be). 
They are embracing their essence in a giddy birdliness

and it’s infectious. I want to be like them!
I’m not saying I want to be a bird. I couldn’t be. I can’t

fly. I don’t even have wings. 
But the joy, the ultimate true JOY they express at the

normal elements in their lives (at 4:00 a.m.) is notable
to the sleepiest of the most sleepy. The tweeters in my
common, ho-hum backyard are birds. Average, ordinary
suburban birds. They’ve been birds their entire life.
They could very well choose to take flying and sing-
songing and sunrises for granted. But they don’t.
Instead they fill the air with their predawn concert each
morning. Because they can.
They are birds and that’s what birds do. (Well, that and

poop on cars.)
And even though I’m still trying to finish a good dream

in those wee, pre-daybreak hours, I leave the windows
open so I can hear them each (early, early) morning
because sleep is one thing and exuberance with the
business of life is another. 

Hey, did you know Team One Credit Union is plan-
ning on constructing an ATM at the corner of Maple
and Main Street? Their proposal has been heard by the
local planning commission and the next step for
approval is to meet with the zoning board of appeals
next month.
Boy, it seems that we have a lot of ATMs - and church-

es, I’ve always thought - for a community of just over
2,400 residents. Can’t say I have a problem with either.

************

So, you knew about the new proposed ATM. But, did
you know James Lee Doerr, James’ brother, Michael
John, and James Lee’s wife, Brenda, are gifting to the
village of Cass City a piece of property they own at
6720 Third St.?
Well, you do now, and conditions for the gift are that

the property be used for recreational purposes or that it
be sold and the proceeds used to help further develop
the community’s recreational park.

The property is being donated in memory of Jack and
Irene Doerr, who lived at the address.

************

Cass City Chamber of Commerce Administrator Judy
Keller is in need of some help.  

She wrote in an e-mail: ‘The flower pots on Main
Street and in the parks will all be placed this week.  I
need someone to take care of the daily watering of
them. It would take about an hour every day to do this.
I can supply a barrel set up to use, but you would need
to transport it.  I have someone (Dotty Scollon) to take
care of fertilizing and general care of the pots.  The vil-
lage of Cass City has not enough manpower to take
care of them, and they need water daily.  Is there any-
one or group that will be responsible to do this daily
through October?’  

If you can help, contact Keller at (989) 872-4618.

************

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson reminds residents that
all branch offices and the Office of the Great Seal will
be closed in observance of Memorial Day Monday,
May 30. Secretary of State SUPER!Centers normally
offer Saturday hours but will be closed on Saturday,
May 28.  

More importantly – in my eyes anyways - the
Chronicle staff asks customers to remember the office
at the corner of Oak and Main streets will be closed
Monday, May 30, in observance of the holiday. 

Accordingly, newsstand copies will arrive next week
on Wednesday and area subscribers will get their copies
a day later.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

There was an article in the April 27 edition of the
Chronicle regarding the Tuscola Stars Awards.  The
Chronicle did a great job covering this incredible event.
One of the award nominations for the Group Category
was Living Word Worship Center for offering Financial
Peace University (FPU) to the community. I wanted to
take this opportunity to clarify that FPU is actually
offered through Revive Ministries and supported by the
Cass City Ministerial Association as well as others
within the community.

This incredible program would not be possible with-
out the support of many. If you want to find out more
about this life-changing program, stop in to Revive or
contact Pastor Mark Karwowski. The next class is
scheduled to start in September.

Mark Karwowski, pastor
Living Word Worship Center  

FPU is supported by
many in community

As Memorial Day approaches this year and we cele-
brate with family and friends, I ask you all to remember
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our free-
doms in this wonderful nation of ours.
Many young veterans are coming home from war with

a debilitating, sometimes invisible, life changing diag-
nosis of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  These
young men and women may appear to be unchanged by
their experience, but their life may never be the same.
PTSD is not a new phenomenon, but thankfully for our

younger war vets and for those that love them, more
treatment and awareness are available.  Some major
progress in the treatment and recognition of this debili-
tating life-changing diagnosis are coming about slowly.
However, there is no magical or one-size-fits-all treat-
ment for PTSD.

Please allow me to share the knowledge that I have
gained through following a young veteran that I love as
he struggled.  I have met many young, middle-aged and
very elderly war veterans as I trudged along, not always
gracefully, trying to understand and help raise aware-
ness of this all too common diagnosis.
EMDR (Eye Movement Desensitization Reprocessing)

has shown to be effective in treating PTSD.  The

PTSD among veterans
life-changing, treatable

Please turn to page 4.
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����		�� Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Ryan John-Allen Wutzke, 30, Cass
City, pleaded guilty to assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police offi-
cer Feb. 11 in Indianfields Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $3,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Garrett J. Rappuhn, 22, Caro, was
sentenced to three to 10 ½ years in
prison following his plea of no con-
test to using a computer to commit a
crime between May 1 and Oct. 30,
2015, in Caro.  He was also convict-
ed of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $258.

*Shane G. Marner, 21, Unionville,
was sentenced to two to 15 years in
prison following his plea of guilty to
home invasion, second degree, Jan.
20 in Akron Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $258.

*William L.  Miller, 58, Caseville,
was sentenced to 18 months to 10
years in prison following his pleas of
no contest to home invasion, second
degree, Jan. 23 in Kingston, and to
home invasion, second degree, Jan.
27 in Kingston.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $543.

*Brian J. Periso, 29, (no address
available), was sentenced to 365
days in the county jail (deferred) and
24 months probation following his
plea of no contest to violating the
Sex Offenders Registration Act by
failing to notify local law enforce-
ment of a change in address between
Nov. 1 and Nov. 16 in Cass City.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $858 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Monica L. Popp, 34, Vassar,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following her plea of guilty to
delivery/manufacture of marijuana
July 13 in Vassar.

She was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $858.
*Tammy L. Merritt, 40, Millington,

pleaded guilty to two counts of pos-
session of a controlled substance,
operating a motor vehicle without
insurance, and driving while her
license was suspended or revoked
March 14 in Vassar Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Megail M. Aaron II, 27, Fostoria,
pleaded guilty to charges of deliv-
ery/manufacture of five to 45 kilo-
grams of marijuana and possession
of marijuana May 14 in Watertown
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Roger S. Paier, 63, Reese, pleaded

guilty to a charge of interfering with
electronic communications Feb. 7 in
Reese.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Michael J. McKenney, 56, Deford,

pleaded guilty to delivery/manufac-
ture of marijuana Sept. 22 in Tuscola
County.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jamie J. Veruille, 49, Silverwood,
pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, Feb. 6
in Dayton Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jon W. Finkbeiner, 52, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
killing/torturing an animal Oct. 8 in
Novesta Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Joshua P. Williams, 24,
Millington, was sentenced to 93 days
in jail (deferred for one year) and 24
months probation following his pleas
of guilty to charges of assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police offi-
cer, possession of marijuana, and
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, second
offense, Nov. 21 in Juniata
Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,358 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Edward G. Carter, 37, Millington,
pleaded no contest to violating the
Sex Offenders Registration Act by
failing to notify local law enforce-
ment of a change in address between
July 14 and Aug. 10 in Millington
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Christopher E. Harp, 43,
Gagetown, pleaded no contest to
three counts of assault with intent to
do great bodily harm less than mur-
der between Jan. 1, 2000, and Nov.
1, 2014, in Gagetown, and to three
addition counts stemming from inci-
dents between 2004 and 2011 in
Elmwood Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was revoked and the
defendant was remanded to the cus-
tody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.
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Continued from page three.

process is said to “un-stick” traumat-
ic memories that haunt victims and
hinder a healthy, peaceful life.  Some
believe that this type of therapy is
much more effective than long-term
talk therapy.  After just a few ses-
sions the memory will be in tact
without the taste, smell and sounds
of the traumatic event.  Long-term

PTSD among veterans lifechanging, treatable
benefits, up to 15 months, have been
documented. 

The controversy about whether or
not medical marijuana is an effective
treatment is a matter of debate
among veterans and their health care
providers.  One particular problem is
that the VA is a federal organization
and cannabis cannot be recommend-
ed as treatment from VA doctors.
Many afflicted veterans vow that
marijuana is effective in lowering
anxiety, often related to combat
stress.

If a soldier has experienced previ-
ous psychiatric disorders such as
anxiety, depression or substance
abuse, they are at increased threat for
PTSD after deployment.  There also
seems to be a link between PTSD
and major life stressors experienced
before their military service.

Death by suicide claims the life of
an alarming number of United States
military veterans.  It is estimated that
about 5,000 kill themselves annually,
which is a much higher percentage
than the general population.

These facts have come to light and
help is beginning to be more avail-
able for troubled veterans.  There are
hotlines, and at-risk men and women
are being identified and watched
more closely than ever before.  The
American Legion has 60 posts cur-
rently available to assist veterans
with counseling and crisis interven-
tion.

Experts differ in how they look at
“shell shock”, “battle fatigue” or
what is now known as PTSD.  The
question is raised of whether the
stress that veterans bring back from
war is a mental illness or a normal
reaction to horrific events.  The way
that these young men and women
view themselves and are feeling may
be affected by how they are coun-
seled and how their problems are
seen.  Some professionals believe
that the depression and anxiety expe-
rienced by these veterans should not
be called a mental illness.  Others
feel that this attitude would lead to
better results in their therapy.

Substance abuse continues to be a
major component in returning com-
bat veterans.  Although substance
abuse is reported to be less prevalent
than PTSD and traumatic brain
injury (TBI), it is very often accom-

panied by these other disabilities as a
coping mechanism.  Statistics are
showing less tobacco and illicit drug
use in veterans; however, alcohol
and prescription drug abuse is soar-
ing to epidemic numbers.  It is
reported that in 30 percent of the sui-
cides in young veterans, drug and
alcohol addiction was a component.
Combat veterans with the diagnosis

of PTSD have shown an obvious dif-
ference in brain scans than those
without this debilitating diagnosis.
While medical staff at Duke
University observed the portion of
the brain associated with paying
attention, those with PTSD were on
high alert as they looked at danger-
ous combat scenes as well as when
they would observe a benign or
peaceful picture.  Those without
PTSD, meanwhile, would have brain
reactions that were more appropriate
for what they were observing.

These differences are consistent
with the high-alertness and hyper-
vigilant feelings of someone with
PTSD even when they are not in
imminent danger.  It just will not turn
off! 

The U.S. Court of Appeals ordered
an overhaul in mental health care for
veterans.  This ruling comes as the
facts that thousands of vets are
killing themselves as they do not
have adequate care available to help
deal with the issues associated with
traumatic brain injuries, PTSD and
substance-abuse related illness.

It was ruled that suicide prevention
efforts were inadequate and almost
completely absent among returning
combat vets and active duty military
members.

I believe that awareness in the gen-
eral population is only the beginning
for the support America’s heroes
need to regain the best life possible
after returning from combat.
Multiple deployments have put our
young men and women at even high-
er risk for PTSD than our past wars.

God bless our veterans that have
given us the freedom to enjoy each
day and God bless America!

Deborah Robinson
Cass City
Proud mom of veteran Army
Specialist Brian David Robinson
(June 14, 1984 – Feb. 15, 2012)

Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
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during his service in Vietnam in
1967-68, Robinson said her husband
was 57 when died two weeks after
her son returned home.

Robinson said she began to see
changes in Brian while he was on
leave during that first year in the
service.

“He was more easily agitated, he
was drinking more, there were
brushes with the police,” she said,
adding he couldn’t tolerate loud
noises and always sat with his back
against a wall.  He always seemed to

Continued from page one.

Mom honors veteran son’s memory by sharing experiences

ROBINSON, A Caro native now residing in Cass City,

is determined to keep her son’s memory alive and to

honor him by promoting awareness of PTSD-related

issues, including drug addiction and treatment.

Continued from page one.

Line-up for the procession will
begin at 9:30 a.m., according to Joe
Merchant, commander, VFW Post
3644, who noted local VFW mem-
bers will be placing a wreath at the
downtown veterans’ memorial
before proceeding to the Elkland
Township Cemetery.

Of course, those planning to attend
can look forward to viewing the
VFW Post’s impressive “Avenue of
Flags”, a display of roughly 100
flags posted along the main drive at
the cemetery.

The flag display is an integral part
of the day’s observance, serving as a
powerful reminder of what the holi-
day is all about – honoring the mem-
ory of men and women whose serv-
ice to their country paved the way for
the freedom their fellow citizens
enjoy to this day. 

This year’s service at the cemetery
will again be led by Master of
Ceremonies Mark Zmierski, senior
chief, U.S. Navy retired.

“It’s an honor to do, and I’ll tell
you, Cass City just does a fantastic
job – the turnout we have,” Zmierski
said, referring to the crowd estimated
at some 500 people in attendance
during last year’s ceremony.  “There
are a lot of people who intentionally
go nowhere on Memorial Day
because they want to go to the pro-
gram.  They want to honor the veter-
ans.

“We have the freedoms we have
today because of those” men and
women who have served and died
defending this nation, Zmierski
added.  “I am just in awe of that
commitment to duty.  I don’t believe
we can honor our veterans enough.”

The Rev. Linda Graham, pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church in Cass
City, will be the guest speaker and
will also lead the invocation and
benediction.  Also featured will be
the Cass City Junior-Senior High
School Band.  VFW members will
be placing another memorial wreath,
and the post’s firing squad will pres-
ent its traditional salute.

The Cass City Historical and
Genealogical Society is again
encouraging area volunteers to assist
with placing American flags on the
graves of servicemen and women at
the cemetery, located just east of the
village.  The work, involving place-
ment of some 600 flags in all, is
scheduled to get underway today
(Wednesday) at 9 a.m.
A group of home schooled students

and parents along with local high
school students and members of the
local VFW post have been faithful in
lending a hand with the task over the
years, but more volunteers are
always welcome, according to
organizer Katie Jackson.  “We need
about 32 people to handle this,”
Jackson said, adding the project typ-
ically takes about 2 ½ hours to com-
plete.

Jackson said research completed

over the years by local residents such
as historian Jim Ware has made the
project much easier than it used to be
– today volunteers are given maps
and assigned specific areas of the
cemetery to place flags.  “When we
first started this, maybe 15 years ago,
the map was a piece of white butch-
er paper – it was a mess,” she
recalled.  “It took us the whole day.”
Anyone interested in lending a hand

can contact Jackson at (989) 872-
3109 for more information.

Novesta Township

Zmierski will also serve as master
of ceremonies for the Novesta
Township Memorial Day ceremony
set for 1 p.m.

Zmierski, who will also be the
speaker, took over the role of master
of ceremonies for the Novesta
Township observance from World
War II veteran Lawrence Englehart,
a longtime Novesta Township resi-
dent and VFW Post 3644 member, in
2008.  Englehart died in 2010 after
playing a key role in the annual
Memorial Day program for many
years.

Grant Township

In Huron County’s Grant Township,
meanwhile, residents will be hosting
their 77th annual Memorial Day
service at the cemetery Sunday, May
29, beginning at 2 p.m.  Everyone is
welcome to attend.

Memorial Day ceremonies on tap in area towns

began receiving treatment at a VA
PTSD clinic in Battle Creek.  He was
also being prescribed strong nar-
cotics – opiates and benzodiazepines
— according to his mother, who
noted he had also been prescribed
drugs to treat minor spine-related
injuries while he was in the service.
“He became addicted, probably,
almost immediately,” she said.

The next six years were filled with
turmoil as Robinson tried to help her
son, now diagnosed with severe
PTSD and on full disability, get the
help he needed.  There were many
rehab stays and visits to PTSD clin-
ics and VA facilities in Saginaw, Ann
Arbor, Detroit and Battle Creek.  He
frequently ended up in hospital ERs
when no VA facility beds were avail-
able.

It was a heartbreaking struggle not
only for Brian, but also for his mom,
who watched some health care pro-
fessionals treat her son with disdain
– a hopeless addict instead of a
patient battling very real disorders.

“There were many staff at the VA
facilities who were very caring and
did all that they could for Brian.  I’m
sure that they shared a lot of the
same frustrations with their system
as we did,” she said.

Part of the problem is that combat
veterans are at high risk of becoming
addicted to the very medications
meant to ease symptoms of PTSD,
according to Robinson, who believes
those drugs are dispensed too freely
by some VA as well as civilian med-
ical professionals, although the med-
ical community is addressing the
issue.  

Robinson, who secured a court-
appointed public guardian in court to
oversee Brian’s living arrangements,
finances and other needs, indicated
she sensed he would not survive the
fight for his life.  “I can remember
dreading his death because it felt like
it was imminent.”

That day came in mid-February
2012.  At the time of his death, Brian
was in Grayling, where he had been
receiving rehab treatment and was
with a girlfriend with whom he
shared a daughter, then two years
old.
Robinson said Memorial Day was a

very difficult time for her son during
the last few years of his life.  “It was
probably his worst day of the year.
He would go off into a dark place
because he wanted to be alone,” she
added.

Those memories still haunt
Robinson, who at one time didn’t

believe she could survive her son’s
death.  Today, however, she is deter-
mined to honor and keep Brian’s
memory alive, and to encourage oth-
ers to consider the struggles soldiers
face after they’ve served.

“These are things that happen to
good families, and we need to be
aware of the problems associated
with servicemen and our veterans,”
Robinson said.
“I would like all Americans who are

celebrating Memorial Day to enjoy
their holiday with friends and fami-
ly,” she added.  “I would also ask
that they remember the many free-
doms that we can all take for grant-
ed.

“Take a moment to honor all who
have fought to preserve the many
privileges we enjoy.  Some have
made the ultimate sacrifice and
many struggle daily from their mili-
tary experience.”

be in a state of constant alert, unable
to relax.
Brian, who later served a six-month

tour in Iraq, was honorably dis-
charged from the Army after he
turned 21.  He was married in June
2006, he and his wife bought a home
in Wilmot, and he secured a good job
working at the Lighthouse
Rehabilitation Center in Caro.

But he was struggling emotionally,
according to Deb.  “Probably we did-
n’t know enough about (PTSD) to
give it a name.  But all along I was
seeing problems; relationship prob-
lems, driving when he shouldn’t be
driving,” she said.  “I knew there
were still some issues, but nothing
had gotten out of hand yet.”

Brian’s life began unraveling, how-
ever, not long after he was married.

“Brian got drunk.  He woke up in a
flashback, grabbed his guns…and
tried securing the neighborhood,”
recalled Robinson, who said Brian’s
wife called the police and he was
taken into custody.  He initially faced
felony charges, but those were sub-
sequently dismissed due to his men-
tal state at the time.

Brian’s marriage fell apart and he

U.S. ARMY Specialist Brian D.
Robinson (June 14, 1984 – Feb. 15,
2012).
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Won’t you be
his neighbor?

PAGES SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGAN

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

During the course of his career,
Kyle Walsh M.D., doesn’t want to be
remembered as the young doctor
who won the highest awards in his
field. Or as being the lead author of a
scientific journal at just 24 years old.
Or even be known as the type of doc-
tor who prefers treating people in a
remote third-world country during
his free time. Walsh, an Ubly resi-
dent, wants to be remembered, sim-
ply, as a doctor who treated his
patients with respect. “In medicine,
I’d hopefully want my patients to see
me as somebody who was able to
connect with them and actually listen
and help them to feel more comfort-
able,” Walsh, 26, said.

Mr. and Mrs. George Bushong
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Donna L. Bushong of Cass
City, to Brett A. Giles, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Dennis Giles of Brighton.
Donna is a 2010 graduate of Grand
Valley State University with a degree
in general business and is currently
working at Grand Rapids Popcorn
Company. Brett is a student at
Davenport University and works in
IT at PESG. A September 2011 wed-
ding is currently being planned in
Frankenmuth.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Rebecca Putnam, Jarod
Stoutenburg, Derrick Mallory and
Klyn Puterbaugh received the Cory
Merz Endowment Fund, as well as
plaques and T-shirts of where they
plan to attend college. Cory Merz’s
parents, Lisa and David Merz,
awarded 4 scholarships this year
because this was Merz’s graduating
class.   

Chris Zawilinski picked a good
time to figure out his high jumping
technique. The Cass City sophomore
put together his best 2 efforts of the
season last week, one earning a
Greater Thumb West title (6’3”) and
the other as Division 3 regional
crown (6’1”). Zawilinski will join
Scott Meeker and Dennis Bowen as
the Red Hawks’ only state qualifiers
following Saturday’s Division 3
regional action in Bad Axe.
Zawilinski topped the high jump
field with a season-best leap of 6’3”,
closing in on the school record of 6’4
¼” held by Don Englehart.   

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

Cass City’s postal vehicles were
water logged after Tuesday night’s
downpour. The Cass City Waste
Water Treatment Plant recorded 4.33
inches of rain from Saturday to
Tuesday night. Tuscola and Sanilac
counties reported scattered power
outages and fallen trees. No injuries
were reported after an unconfirmed
tornado destroyed a summer trailer
in Huron County.

The State Board of Education
recently announced that 228 out-
standing Michigan high school June
graduates, including Christopher
Fruendt of Cass City, will each
receive a $1,500 college-of-their-
choice scholarship. Fruendt, the son
of the Rev. Allen and Ann Fruendt of
Cass City, is a co-valedictorian of
Cass City’s Class of 1991. The feder-
ally funded awards, the Robert C.
Byrd Honors Scholarships, are a
one-time college scholarship for
high school graduates who have
demonstrated academic excellence
and achievement.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Dr. James Ballard retired this week
after 35 years of practice as a med-
ical doctor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gruber were
honored at the home of their daugh-
ter, Barb Merchant, in celebration of
their 35th wedding anniversary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Miller and
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Davis of Bad Axe
were Saturday supper guests of Mr.
and Mrs. Olin Bouck. 
Jack Esau and Jim Milligan were in

Alma Saturday to attend the
Highland games, an annual event
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hendrick went to
Harrison Sunday to attend gradua-
tion exercises and open house for
Christine Dennis. She is a grand-
niece of the Hendricks. 
The Art Club met Wednesday at the

home of Mrs. Bertha Hildinger fol-
lowing dinner at the Fraser church.
The June meeting will be hosted by
Mrs. Gladys Fort.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Thirty-eight relatives celebrated the
48th wedding anniversary of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Weatherhead of
Gagetown, Sunday with dinner at
Wildwood Farms. The date was also
the 37th wedding anniversary of Mr.
and Mrs. Max Bradley of Caro who

attended. Relatives were present
from Elkton, Flint, St. Charles, Caro,
Gagetown and Cass City. Attending
from Cass City were Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Loomis and family and Mr.
and Mrs. Dick Hendrick and family.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)

Six girls from Cass City participat-
ed in a tap dance recital at the Lakers
school Friday evening. They were
Sandy Eisinger, Kathleen Toner, Lu
Ann Williams, Kris Krueger, Beth
Erla and Ann Whittaker. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Hicks and
family were dinner guests Sunday of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Churchill and
boys. Mrs. Edward Baker and Mrs.
Bernard Freiburger were honored by
the Cass City branch of the
American Association of University
Women.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Miss Dorothea Clara, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Clara, of
Gagetown, chose a street-length
gown of blue crepe for the ceremony
which united her in marriage with
Basil W. Quick on May 23 at the par-
sonage of the Church of Christ, three
miles south of Cass City. Ali Jarman
read the service which united the
young couple. Mrs. Don Reid,
dressed in silk print, attended the
bride and Hazen Quick of Mt. Morris
was best man. Immediately after the

ceremony, the happy couple left on a
tour through Michigan. They will
establish their home on the farm of
Quick Brothers, four miles south and
a quarter mile west of Cass City.
Previous to her marriage, Mrs. Quick
followed the profession of a public
school teacher.

Dwight F. Turner of Cass City, who
is corporal at the Air Corps Technical
School, Chanute Field, Illinois, was
recently promoted to the non-com-
missioned officer grade of sergeant
by order of Colonel R. E. O’Neill,
Commanding Officer of the post.
Turner is one of 132 enlisted men of
Chanute Field whose abilities and
adherence to duty warranted this
honor.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

C. S. Wheaten, of Evergreen town-
ship has located deposits of massive
and crystalized gypsum in the vicin-
ity of Cass City which he believes
are of great value and in sufficient
quantities to make mining this prod-
uct a successful venture. A five-foot
vein is of sufficient depth to make
gypsum mining commercially prof-
itable, Mr. Wheaten is, told by the
Geological Dept. of the State. Mr.
Wheaten says he found one vein at a
depth of 50 feet and the product was
still present when the drill reached
87 feet. Another drilling found the
product at a depth of 78 feet and it
was still present when drilling was
abandoned at a depth of 87 feet.

Faithful Chronicle readers are familiar with Ask Your Neighbor (for-
merly known as Your Neighbor Says…), a man-on-the-street column
that has appeared off and on in editions of the paper for decades.

I spent years chasing after “neighbors” to feature in this simple but
interesting offering.  More recently, the Chronicle’s advertising sales
guru, Krysta Boyce, took a turn, cranking out several dozen neighbor
columns.
However, as the years passed, Ask Your Neighbor became a season-

al weekly piece, appearing throughout the summer months, which
coincides with the time period in which we’re usually blessed with a
summer news/editorial intern from Central Michigan University.

Honestly, some of our interns didn’t care for the job any more than
I did.  A few, including Cass City native and two-time Chronicle
intern, Mason Doerr, reveled in the challenge and never failed to
come through with more than simply enough copy to fill the space.

Handling a man-on-the-street question/answer column isn’t rocket
science.  Basically, you take a walk and search for a likely individual
who’s willing to answer a question involving anything from an
upcoming holiday to the weather to current events.  You ask them a
little about themselves – where are they from originally, what do they
do for a living, are they married, etc. – and then you ask if it’s okay
if you take a photo of them.

Basically, you introduce a neighbor to the whole community, one
name and face at a time. 

Pretty straight forward and simple.
Except frequently it isn’t.  I can’t remember the number of times I

was turned down by prospective neighbors, even in Ask-Your-
Neighbor friendly venues such as at Rawson Memorial District
Library or in the morning at McDonald’s, a popular gathering spot for
morning coffee klatches.  Or the number of times I introduced myself
to a willing interviewee, only to be told at the end of the conversation
that he or she wasn’t going to have anything to do with getting their
photo taken.

Sigh.
So why revive the tradition in early summer?  Well, for starters, it’s

proven popular among our readers.  And, secondly, man-on-the-street
interviews are great practice for young journalists seeking to improve
their communication, note-taking and writing skills without all of the
convenience of modern computers, smart phones, etc.

We’re talking a little basic creativity, a notepad and pen, a camera,
a bit of luck and a dash of charm.

Our summer intern, Conner Emery, should be here getting his feet
wet this week, and among his first jobs will be to get out there and get
a neighbor.  And then he’ll do it the next week and the week after that,
and so on.

I’m guessing he’ll find it interesting as well as a bit frustrating at
times.  That’s okay, those are the sorts of experiences that build char-
acter, right?  
Of course, Chronicle readers who happen to notice a young journal-

ist out and about with a notepad in hand and a camera strap around
his neck can help to make Conner’s summer a little easier by accept-
ing his invitation to appear in the next neighbor column.

So what do you say?  Give a college kid a break this summer?
Won’t you be Conner’s neighbor?
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Joann Brown Martin

Susan Joann Martin, 83, of Cass City, died peacefully Friday, May 20, 2016
in Hills and Dales General Hospital, Cass City.  

She was born February 12, 1933 in Jackson to Leslie M. and Blanche L.
(Basnaw) Reed.  

Joann married Arthur Thompson Brown May 31, 1953 in Cass City.  He
died January 25, 1992.  She later married Kenneth James Martin October 14,
1995 in Cass City.  He died November 14, 2008.

Joann graduated from Hanover-Horton High School in 1950.  She sold her
steer at the Jackson County Fair to buy a French horn and later played as a
member of the Jackson Symphony.  Joann was a marvelous seamstress,
taught sewing to 4-H groups and was skilled in all types of needlework.  She
enjoyed reading books and was known for her baking skills.  Joann loved the
many trips back to the Jackson area to see her siblings.  She was always one
of the first to arrive and brought the best food. Joann started working as a
registered radiological technician in the Jackson area and later in Hills and
Dales General Hospital, Cass City.  She was proud to have achieved 50 years
as a registered radiological technician.   

Joann is survived by her daughters:  Susan Brown of Edwardsburg, Sara
(Christopher) DePoy of Grand Rapids; sons:  Bruce (Sharon) Brown of
Beaverton, Paul (Rochelle) Brown of Cass City, Barry (Kerry) Brown of
Cass City; grandchildren:  Brandon Brown, Matthew Brown, Andrew
DePoy, Adam DePoy, Alexander DePoy, Gabrielle DePoy, Mason Brown
and Tyler Brown; siblings:  Phyllis (Walt) Mead, John (Sue Ann) Reed, Tom
(Johann) Reed and brother-in-law, Dean Tribby; many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by grandson, Scott Becker; sisters:  Donna
Tribby, Jeannie Sprague.                 .    

A funeral service was held Tuesday, May 24, in Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Cass City, with the Rev. Steve Bagnall officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to Rawson Memorial District Library.  Family and

friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Pauline M. Calka

Pauline M. Calka, died May 19, 2016 at her daughter’s residence in
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Pauline was born in May 1925 in Norway, Mich. to Frederick and Alma
Swanson. 
After graduating from Norway High, Pauline and 2 girlfriends left Norway

for Detroit to work as riveters for the war project. It was in Detroit where
she met Bronislau “Curley”. He and his brother owned the restaurant ‘The
Finn’. 

They married in 1948. They, together owned and operated ‘The Eat Shop’
in Cass City until 1956. It was then that B.A. Calka
Real Estate was started and Pauline became
Curley’s assistant for many years that fol-
lowed. Pauline and Curley raised 5 daugh-
ters living in their home that also served
as their business. 
Pauline loved to bake. Her kitchen was

the social center for friends to gather
for coffee, treats and political com-
mentary. She was a lifelong Democrat
and a proud Bernie fan, too!

Her home with Curley was always
open for an overflow of guests. Pauline
always found room no matter how many
people popped in, blankets everywhere.
Pauline loved to dance, always looking
forward to New Year’s Eve parties and big
band music. 

She loved engaging the staff and hospice work-
ers in conversation, recounting funny stories of her past.
Pauline was recently chosen to represent the Kalamazoo area to participate
in a trip to Washington, D.C. to visit the War Memorial and White House.
This was to honor both Curley, as a veteran, and Pauline, as a riveter during
World War II. Sadly, she didn’t make it to the June 4th event. 

Surviving her are her five daughters: Linda Calka, Carla (Jim) Cavanaugh,
Mona (Gary) Compton, Cindy (George) Duba, and Lori Calka Brock; grand-
children Tiani Compton, Allie (Dary) Porter, Cameron Cavanaugh, Andrew
Duba, Andrew Brock, Hailey Brock, Hannah Brock; and a great-grandson
Benjamin Porter. Her sister Karen Salling, and sisters-in-law Dottie Calka
and Helen Swanson; and many nieces and nephews. 

Pauline was predeceased by her husband Bronislau (Curley) in 2000 and
her brother Fred Swanson. 

Cremation has taken place at Avink Funeral Home. There will be a gather-
ing with family and friends on June 4 for food at 2 p.m. in Kalamazoo to cel-
ebrate Pauline’s life. Please email carlacavanaugh29@gmail.com for further
information.  

Pauline’s favorite song was “Sentimental Journey” and indeed it was. 
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Long Term Smoker?
Are you aAre you a

A Lung Cancer Screening 
Could Save Your Life.

Hills & Dales General Hospital is now offering a 
Low Dose CT (Cat) Lung Cancer Screening Program.

Are you 55-77 years of age and in generally good health?

Have you smoked at least a pack of cigarettes per day for the last 30 years?

Are you a current smoker or one who has quit smoking within the last 15 years?

You may be at an increased risk of lung cancer.

Ask your provider about this lung cancer screening program or call 989-912-6235.
Early detection saves lives, call now to get started!
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Hills and Dales tests
emergency response
with a mock disaster

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital officials in Cass City hope they never
have to deal with a widespread emergency in the community, but they
recently prepared for the worst with a mock disaster drill designed to test the
local hospital’s staff preparedness and procedures.

The goal of the drill, according to Hills and Dales Marketing and

HILLS AND DALES General Hospital officials

recently conducted a drill designed to test its staff

preparedness and procedures in the event of a com-

munity disaster.  Above (from left), Craig Bellew,

hospital patient safety director and director of

pharmacy; Justin Nickrand, director of IT; and

Peggy Davidson, director of radiology, report to the

“incident command center”.

HOSPITAL STAFF members set up the mock dis-

aster drill decontamination tent, a task they com-

pleted in under four minutes.

Once the code was called, Hills and Dales
staff began setting up a decontamination tent
and preparing for arrival of “patients”.

Foundation Director Danielle Blaine, was to improve activation of the hos-
pital’s disaster plan and associated emergency codes.

“Many hospitals statewide took part in the drill,” Blaine, who noted the
exercise simulated a hazardous material spill with multiple victims involved.

The drill was activated during the morning hours of May 11.
“Hills and Dales General Hospital CEO Jean Anthony called a ‘Code

Triage-External’, meaning there was a disaster in the community,” Blaine
said.  “Details of the disaster included a plane crash in Saginaw, which hit a
tanker truck, and there was concern about contamination of the area and of
the victims involved.
“Hills and Dales was also notified through Region 3 of ‘patients’ who were

being ‘transferred’ to their facility, with ‘patient’ status unknown,” she
added.  “In total, there were eight non-critical and six critical ‘patients’
received by Hills and Dales.”

Once the code was called, Hills and Dales staff members began setting up
a decontamination tent and preparing for arrival of the “patients”.

“Performing this drill allows us to practice for activation of an incident
command center at the hospital, setting up of a decontamination tent to
receive victims in the hospital’s ambulance bay, testing the hospital’s patient
tracking process, as well as practicing collaboration with outside agencies
like police and fire departments,” said Craig Bellew, Hills and Dales Patient
Safety officer.  “It is essential for the hospital staff to be prepared for any sort
of disaster.  We are very thankful to all who were willing to help us act out
this scenario.”

“This drill also gave us the opportunity to test our new EICS (Electronic
Incident Command System), Hills and Dales Safety Committee member
Dale Fritz added.  “We have spent many hours getting staff information pre-
pared; telephone numbers, e-mails, job titles, etc.  It was really exciting to
see how the system works and to have staff practice what they need to do
when their cell phone rings and the recording gives them the details of the
disaster.”

Following the drill, the hospital’s safety committee was scheduled to meet
to discuss how the exercise went and what changes, if any, need to be made
in the process and policies for a disaster, Blaine said.

THE ANNUAL Cass City Junior-Senior High Honors Night last week included the

tradition of honoring individual band members with four special awards.  Director

of Bands Laura Curtis (pictured above, center) presented those awards to seniors

(from left) Chandler Cryderman, Patrick S. Gilmore Band Award for outstanding

achievement in band; Ilana Blattner, John Phillip Sousa Band Award for superior

musicianship and outstanding dedication; Jordan Kittle, Louis Armstrong Jazz

Award for outstanding jazz musicianship, superior dedication and creativity; and

Mandy Czekai, Harold Ferguson Award for outstanding dedication to the band pro-

gram.
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC

nan  

Cell: (989) 551-717

nbliss@woodburyfinanc
, MI 4872Cass City

.O   6815 E. Cass City Rd., P

Advisinancial F
 Blis P.las P P Bliss P. Nicho

rvices, Inc., mem  Woodbury Financial Se
sory services of  Securities and advi

  71

cial.net
  6

O. Box 38

rso
 ss

  mber FINRA/SIPC
  ffered through

����������������
������

�������		��������

�

��				��������������������

��

6209 Main St. 
Cass City                       989.872.4500

Go Hawks!
Nick’s Country Oven
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School board approves budget cuts

“CPR was initiated, with other deputies responding and assisting.  Central
Huron Ambulance Service arrived shortly thereafter,” the sheriff reported.
“Inmate Nancy K. Bouchard was eventually pronounced dead by ambulance
personnel, and an investigator from the Huron County Medical Examiner’s
Office was called.”

Hanson said Bouchard had been booked into the jail earlier Saturday, at
about 2:45 a.m., after she was arrested by Elkton police for an alleged felony
firearms-related offense in Elkton.

“A full investigation is taking place by our office and the Huron County
Medical Examiner’s Office, which will include an autopsy sometime today
(Sunday),” Hanson said.  “No further information will be released at this
time as the investigation is expected to be lengthy.

warrant led to a second search warrant being executed by the Huron County
Sheriff Department,” Rothe said.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said the second warrant stemmed
from the discovery of illegal drugs in the Leppek Road home in Paris
Township, where deputies seized heroin, a variety of prescription medica-
tions, drug paraphernalia and a loaded handgun.
“Charges will be sought (this week) against a 28-year-old male who resides

at the residence,” Hanson added.
Rothe said officers located a second suspect in the theft investigation early

Friday morning in the Cass City area.
“He is currently being held at the Huron County jail pending formal

charges by the Huron County Prosecutor’s Office.  Officers are still attempt-
ing to locate the third suspect,” he said.
Rothe lauded the citizens who provided information after reading and shar-

ing his department’s Facebook post.
“Without (their) help, the identification of the suspects would not have been

made as quickly as it was, and potential evidence may have been destroyed
before police had a chance to recover it,” he said.

Rothe noted sheriff’s deputies, the Ubly Police Department and Michigan
State Police all assisted Bad Axe police in the investigation.

Continued from page one.

Theft probe leads to drug bust

Continued from page one.

Huron County inmate dies
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She noted the district has averaged a
loss of 30 kids annually over the past
decade.

Cass City’s K-12 enrollment of
1,017 students last fall dipped to 990
kids over the winter.  The latest fig-
ures indicate that number has recov-
ered slightly, to 997 students.

Zimba outlined a series of project
losses and gains for 2016-17 based,
in part, on enrollment dropping by
25 students, which translates into a
reduction of nearly $185,000 in state
revenue (Cass City received $7,391
per pupil in state funding this year).
Overall, the losses add up to
$403,775, while the gains – includ-
ing a $120-per-student increase in
state funding — total about $287,500
for a net loss of $116,315.

Zimba outlined two options
designed to eliminate the red ink
while at the same time enabling offi-
cials to utilize the proceeds from the
sale of the former Campbell
Elementary School building to cover
the lion’s share of a $65,000 used
bus purchase.

Zimba’s first proposal includes
elimination of 1.5 teaching positions,
which would save an estimated
$137,000, and a change in the Title I
director/behavior specialist job from
a salaried position to an hourly para-
professional/high school title posi-
tion, saving another $37,000.  Her
second proposal included those same
options along with elimination of
one principal position, an additional
savings of just over $80,000.
Zimba recommended that the board

approve her first proposal.  “If we’ve
lost more than 25, 30 students in the
fall, we’ve obviously got to reevalu-
ate.  For now, proposal one gets us
where we want to be,” she said.

Board members largely agreed,
although Trustee Dan Manwell dis-
sented on one point.  “I’m not sold
on the bus (purchase) idea,” he com-
mented.  Manwell acknowledged the
district’s aging bus fleet is a concern,

Continued from page one. especially after a recent state police
inspection resulted in several buses
being taking off the road temporarily
due to minor mechanical or other
issues.  However, he said, buses that
break down can be repaired, and it
may be best to delay a purchase for
now, considering how the need for
major school facility repairs tend to
come out of nowhere.

Board Vice President Craig Bellew
agreed, saying school officials have
been aware for some time now that
the heating system at the high school
is going to require a major invest-
ment in the near future.

The board unanimously approved
Zimba’s first proposal with the
exception of the bus purchase.

SCHOOL YEAR CUT

The board, meeting in regular ses-
sion, approved a motion that will
instantly save $7,000 to $10,000 in
operating expenses by reducing the
current school year by two days,
meaning the last day will be June 10
instead of June 14.

The decision, which wasn’t unani-
mous, came after board Treasurer
Dave Osentoski suggested that
school officials take advantage of a
state-offered waiver for additional
snow day forgiveness this year.  He
and other board members questioned
the amount of learning that typically
takes place on the last couple days of
school, and indicated the extended
year will affect various organized
summer activities such as student
camps.

The motion to shorten the school
year was approved on a 5-2 vote,
with board Trustee Alice Zaleski and
Trustee Stacey Bliss casting the “no”
votes.
In other business Monday night, the

board:
*Approved a motion making the

district eligible to let sixth graders
participate in junior high athletics in
conjunction with a new Michigan
High School Athletic Association

(MHSAA) rule change allowing the
practice.
Athletic Director Don Markel noted

the local athletic conference has
already approved the practice.  For
Cass City, that means sixth grade
students could be allowed to partici-
pate in all individual sports (cross
country, wrestling and track and
field) sponsored by the district, he
said.
Six graders could also participate in

team sports (football, volleyball and
basketball), but only if they are need-
ed to maintain minimum numbers
required to field a team, and only if
participation is first approved by the
athletic director.  Markel emphasized
seventh and eighth grade student ath-
letes would not be affected by rule
change – losing their starting posi-
tion to a sixth grader, for example.

The board approved the motion on
a vote of 6-1, with Osentoski casting
the lone dissenting vote.
In a related matter, the board adopt-

ed an annual resolution continuing
Cass City’s membership in the
MHSAA.

*Approved an annual resolution
continuing Cass City’s status as a
Schools of Choice district, meaning
students from neighboring schools
may enroll locally.  Cass City offers
open enrollment in grades K-10.

*Heard a report from Kathy
LaPonsie, school nurse, on plans to
update Cass City’s sex education
curriculum for various grades.
Public hearings have been scheduled
to discuss proposed changes and
additions, and the district’s sex edu-
cation committee will be asking the
board to approve the revised curricu-
lum following those hearings, she
said.

*Approved a proposed Tuscola
Intermediate School District (TISD)
General Education Budget presented
TISD Supt. Gene Pierce, who out-
lined a 2016-17 spending plan total-
ing $4.84 million, leaving a surplus
of roughly $11,300 compared to pro-
jected revenues for the coming year.

will go to Wal-Mart. People that
want good produce, good sausage
and fresh produce will come see me.
We will be strong on perishables.”

Molter says the proposed full-serv-
ice supermarket will have an Oak
Street entrance with a wood and
stone façade along Main Street. The
project is expected to add $3 million

Crowd gathers to hear Molter’s plan
Continued from page one. to the village property tax roles.

Molter reported that he has in place
land contracts for the three down-
town parcels and that a feasibility
study for the supermarket has been
completed and grants are under
review.

Molter is asking for grants totaling
20 percent of the project, or about
$800,000.

“We are about six to eight months

away from beginning construction,
and another five to six months after
that we will be completely function-
al,” he said.

Why Cass City, asked a concerned
citizen during discussions following
the computer presentation?

“I grew up in a small town of about
4,500 people,” Molter responded,
adding, “Spend one day with me in
Dallas (and you will know why). It
takes two hours to get to work and
another two hours to get home.”

Molter originally tried to purchase
the former Erla’s building about five
years ago, but the deaths of his
brother and mother during the clos-
ing process stalled the deal.

Also in attendance Monday was
businessman Jim Zyrowski, owner
of Ben’s Supercenter Inc., who has
announced plans to bring a grocery
to the village after purchasing the
former Erla’s Food Center last fall.

Ben’s currently owns and operates
three locations; Ben’s Supercenter in
Brown City, Ben’s Supercenter in
Marlette and Ben’s Contractor
Center/Ben’s Great Outdoors, also in
Marlette.

Village officials have said it could
take another year or longer before
Zyrowski is ready to build in Cass
City, but they are working closely
with him to assist in any way they
can.

Since Erla’s was sold, the store’s
furnishings have also been sold via
an online auction.

Village officials say he would like
to construct a new store on property
located across from the Shell station
on the former Croft Clara property
along Main Street. Zyrowski’s proj-
ect is expected to cost around $10
million.

Negotiations reportedly are under-
way with Frankenmuth Credit
Union, which now owns the land and
recently installed an ATM there.

Former Erla’s Foods owner Venu
Ganga closed Erla’s in September
2014 after owning and operating the
business for about 2 ½ years.  The
closure left the village without a gro-
cery store and nearly four dozen area
residents without jobs.

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2016

BAKER.EDU

NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
Baker is Michigan’s largest independent college 
and a not-for-pro�t organization. We invest in 
students—not shareholders—allowing us to 
maintain affordable tuition.

SUMOTEXT Promotional Alerts (max8msg/mo). T/Cs & Privacy Policy at www.74700.mobi.  Reply STOP to opt out or HELP for help. Msg & Data rates may apply.

An Equal Opportunity Af�rmative Action Institution

PREPARE YOURSELF®
150+ CAREER PROGRAMSATTEND ON-CAMPUS,  

ONLINE, OR BOTH
97% OF AVAILABLE

GRADUATES ARE EMPLOYED
SMALL CLASS SIZE 

PERSONAL ATTENTION

CALL: (989) 872-6000   TEXT: BAKER TO 74700   VISIT: 6667 Main St., Cass City, MI 48726

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

 

 

   

         

64
47

-P
R

_B

SUMOTEXT Promotional Alerts (max8msg/mo). T/Cs & Privacy Policy at www.74700.mobi.  Reply 

An Equal Opportunity Af�rmative Action Institution

®RSELFUOARE YARE YOPREPPREPARE Y
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