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CASS CITY High School junior Paige Bagnall recently

helped organize an MSU Extension “Cooking Matters for

Teens” class.  About 18 area teens signed up and have been

learning about cooking and good nutrition under the guid-

ance of Extension Nutrition Program instructor Karly

Creguer and Cass City Public Schools Food Service

Director Shari Bock (pictured above, second from left).

Cooking up a class
Student’s passion for cooking
leads her to Extension expert

Deputies nab 3 in recent
prescription drug probes

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A trio of arrests in Huron County last week underscored the area law
enforcement community’s efforts to reduce prescription drug trafficking in
the Thumb.
Officials say an increase in prescription drug abuse of epidemic proportions

across the state and nation is largely to blame for the rise in abuse of and
overdose deaths related to cheaper but much more unpredictable street nar-
cotics such as heroin.
The latest arrests included one last Wednesday morning in Caseville, where

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies, assisted by Caseville police, took a 46-
year-old Caseville woman into custody for allegedly delivering
hydrocodone – a powerful opioid painkiller — in Caseville.

“The suspect, Rebecca P. Williams, wife of Etroy Williams, who is being
sentenced later this month in the 52nd Circuit Court for trafficking heroin in
Caseville, was arraigned in the 73B District this afternoon on the felony
charges that were authorized by the Huron County Prosecutor’s Office,” said
Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson.  “She remains lodged in our jail on
a $75,000 cash bond, with further charges pending due to her being on

Please turn to page 6.

TRUST, ACCOUNTABILITY, Honesty and Success are the

words inscribed on the coin above, held by one of the first

graduates of the Thumb Regional Sobriety Court, which

was established in late 2013 through a partnership of the

trial courts in Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties in an

effort to break the addiction cycle involved in cases of indi-

viduals charged with repeat drunken driving offenses.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A new research report evaluating
Michigan’s efforts to prevent repeat
drunk driving by chronic offenders
through the use of ignition interlocks
concludes that the devices, when
used in conjunction with a sobriety
court program, contribute to signifi-
cantly better success rates among
participants.

Offenders participating in the
state’s DWI/sobriety courts without
the use of interlocks were found to
have three times greater odds of fail-

ing out of sobriety court than those
ordered by the court to use the
devices.

The same sort of success is being
reported by Thumb Regional
Sobriety Court officials, who say the
ignition interlock devices not only
help to ensure sobriety court partici-
pants are staying sober, but have also
enabled court officials to effectively
address the challenge of transporta-
tion for participants to meet obliga-
tions ranging from attending 12-step
meetings to keeping court appoint-
ments.

An ignition interlock device con-

nects with a motor vehicle’s ignition
and other control systems. The inter-
lock device measures the driver’s
bodily alcohol content through their
breath and keeps the vehicle from
starting if the Blood Alcohol Content
(BAC) is .025 or higher. The device
also will ask for random retests
while the person is driving.

The state report, commissioned by
the Michigan Association of
Treatment Court Professionals
(MATCP) to evaluate the first five
years of the DWI/Sobriety Court
Ignition Interlock Program, was

Please turn to page 6.

Ignition locks boost success of sobriety courts

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

She may be no Betty Crocker, but Cass City High School junior Paige
Bagnall knows the recipe for success.
When Bagnall, 16, went in search of a cooking class at school but couldn’t

find one, she decided to propose creation of one to school officials.  She also
discovered a free class that MSU Extension offers to teens like herself, and

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

In just a little over two years, the
DWI/Thumb Regional Sobriety

Court has graduated more than 30
defendants who successfully com-
pleted the intensive program
designed to end the cycle of drunken
driving arrests by giving repeat

offenders the tools they need to get
and stay sober.

The promising program is deliver-
ing positive results and changing
lives, according to Tuscola County
Chief Judge Amy Grace Gierhart.
“I would say that we’ve seen amaz-

ing stories of success,” said Gierhart,
who along with Tuscola County
District Court Judge Kim D. Glaspie
led the charge to establish the pro-
gram in the Thumb.

The first offenders accepted as par-
ticipants in the Thumb Regional
Sobriety Court began their year-long
journey to “graduation” in early
2014.

“So far, we’ve had 33 people grad-
uate,” said sobriety court Program
Coordinator Rebecca Turner, who
noted another eight participates did
not successfully complete the pro-
gram, and one individual was dis-
charged early due to medical issues.

In general, the state measures the
success of regional sobriety courts
based on the rate of recidivism
(repeat offenses), and the state’s suc-
cess rate has been 65 to 70 percent.
“On our last reporting period, we had
86.7 percent” of participants suc-
cessfully completing the program,
Turner said.  “That number is climb-
ing.

“We have 32 people (in the pro-
gram) right now.  There are four
awaiting sentencing (and expected to

Thumb sobriety court boasts more
than 30 “graduates” and counting

Please turn to page 6.

Molter announces grocery store plans for village

THE CASS CITY Junior-Senior High School Student Council teamed up

with Michigan State Police Community Service Trooper Mark Swales

and other county and local emergency first responders to present a mock

fatal crash in an effort to remind students of the dangers of drinking and

driving.  Students, including Emily Czapla and Ilana Blattner (top

photo), along with staff members posed as victims and witnesses in the

demonstration, held just three days prior to Cass City’s prom.

Kingston Schools plan
second bond issue vote

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kingston Community School District officials will again ask voters to
approve a bond issue this summer in an effort to generate funding for what
school officials have described as a myriad of long-overdue building and
equipment upgrades ranging from technology needs to roof replacement.

The Kingston Board of Education, meeting in special session last
Wednesday, approved the language for the proposal, which has been reduced
in scope following voters’ rejection of a $6 million bond issue request in
March.

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Few details were released, but
Texas native Mark Molter made an

announcement Monday that should
have local residents smiling with
anticipation.

Molter says he plans to open a new
grocery store in downtown Cass

City.
“Cass City will soon have a new,

20,000-square-foot grocery store
located in the heart of downtown,”
Molter stated in a news release.

Molter said he has vast experience
in owning an operating successful
community grocery stores, and with
his recent purchase of a downtown
site, the new store will feature local-
ly-made products, high quality food
items, fresh produce, meats, full deli
and fresh breads.

Molter didn’t specify the location
for the new business or when it will
open, saying only that construction

will begin soon.
Molter said he and his wife and the

couple’s four children “are excited to
become a part of the Cass City com-
munity.

“One of the reasons (we) chose
Cass City was because of the high
quality of life, community support,
and highly valued school system,”
added Molter, who said he is an avid

Please turn to page 7.
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THE CASS CITY Jr. High Student Council is always looking for ways to do

their part in the community, from fun activities for the student body to host-

ing drives for local charities, and even a Veterans Day event to support our

local heroes. This year’s council members are (front, l-r) Kristofer Nika, Ryan

Pisarek, Riley Copeland and Alexis Hull; (back) Addy Battel, Madi

Tschirhart, Macey White, Alex Perry, Hailey Beckrow, Ryan DeLong and

Sierra Spry. 

The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-
dents of the month for April is being
a “Goal Setter”.  A student who is a
goal setter sets goals and priorities in
the following areas: personal, career
awareness, financial and family liv-
ing.  The following students have
been chosen: Nolen Gruehn, kinder-
garten (elementary level), son of

Nathan and Kamryn Gruehn; Dana
Morrish, sixth grade (junior high
level), daughter of Janet Abfalter and
Mark Morrish; Boyd Evans, seventh
grade (junior high level), son of
Maurice and Tanya Evans; Carlee
Rievert, ninth grade (high school
level), daughter of Ed and Ame
Rievert; and Devon Lorenz, twelfth

grade (senior student), son of Rena
Lorenz and the late Scott Lorenz.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Devon Lorenz.  Devon has been
active in sports throughout high
school.  He was a member of the
football and baseball teams all four
years.  As a sophomore, he partici-
pated in track.  Devon also partici-
pated in band each year except his
junior year, where he plays the trom-
bone.  

Devon has been a member of the
yearbook staff since his sophomore
year.  As a junior, he was on the prom
committee.  His senior year, Devon
was nominated as a king candidate
for snowball.  Devon has attended
the Huron Area Technical Center
enrolled in the auto technology pro-
gram the past two years.  He has
been a member of the Sebewaing
Methodist Church’s youth group for
the past three years.

Devon plans to attend Michigan
Institution of Aviation Technology to
pursue a career as an aviation
mechanic.  Nolen Gruehn Boyd Evans

Dana Morrish Carlee Rievert Devon Lorenz

Owen-Gage announces students of month
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Excitement times two

notice that they noticed. 
Because when we celebrate, we don’t come to the

party for the decorations or the games or the music or
even the pulled pork. We come together to congratulate
and wish the graduate or the bride and groom all the
best. Because we care. It’s as simple as that. 

Anything beyond is just icing on the cake – or cup-
cake, depending on which way we decide to go.

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright, author and member of the
National Society of Newspaper Columnists. Don’t miss
a slice; follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Michigan has 488,765 residents with a motorcycle
endorsement on their driver’s license and 249,547
registered motorcycles — numbers that serve as a
reminder for motorists throughout the state to think
about motorcycle safety, especially with the arrival of
warm weather.

Statistics show that 80 percent of motorcycle crash-
es result in injury and death. To help avoid such
tragedies, motorists are advised to:

*Watch out at intersections - they are the number
one spot for crashes with motorcyclists.

*Scan approaching traffic carefully when making
left turns – a motorcycle’s smaller size makes it easy
to miss.  In other words, remember the slogan, “Look
Twice, Save a Life”.

*Double check blind spots when changing lanes.
*Keep at least three to four seconds between your

vehicle and a motorcyclist.
*Treat motorcyclists with respect and courtesy –

they have the same rights as any other driver and are
legally entitled to a full lane.

Motorcyclists have an equally important role in
ensuring they are prepared to ride. According to the
Michigan State Police, nearly 50 percent of riders
involved in a crash did not have a motorcycle
endorsement.
Troopers say motorcyclists can avoid trouble by tak-

ing a motorcycle safety class, getting a motorcycle
endorsement on your driver’s license, always wear-
ing the appropriate safety gear, and by choosing a
motorcycle suited for your size and skill level.

To address the problem of unendorsed riders, the
Secretary of State’s Office and the Office of Highway
Safety Planning (OHSP) are overseeing a multi-year
program — called the Shadow Rider Campaign –
that targets those without a motorcycle endorsement
and informs them of the risks of riding without it.

“The Shadow Rider campaign is having a positive
effect in reaching unendorsed riders,” OHSP
Director Michael L. Prince said. “Since the cam-
paign started, the number of unendorsed riders has
fallen from 50,000 to 40,000, which is a decrease of
20 percent.”

The Michigan Motorcycle Safety Training Program
offers classes for riders at all experience levels.
Classes are provided through public organizations
such as colleges and universities, and select Harley-
Davidson dealers.

A motorcycle endorsement is required to drive on
public roads. To obtain an endorsement, you must
successfully pass a motorcycle safety course or pass
a written and vision test at a Secretary of State office,
obtain a motorcycle temporary instruction permit
(which allows you to practice riding legally on the
streets), pass a motorcycle skills test at a third-party
testing organization, and present your skills test cer-
tificate at a branch office. The motorcycle safety
course is required for teens.

Once you’ve dotted your I’s crossed your T’s, don’t
forget that safety on the roads is no accident.
Regardless of your vehicle of choice, everyone shares
a serious responsibility to watch out for the other
guy, to be courteous on the roads, and to put away
anything that might distract your attention while
driving.
Let’s make this a safe and enjoyable summer for all.

Life can be exciting. And stressful. And sometimes
exciting things – even though they are good things –
create stress. Even though you promise yourself you
won’t let them this time.

You know you shouldn’t complain. Excitement is
excitement after all. You are aware you should take it
all in. Don’t sweat the small stuff (it’s all small stuff)
and simply enjoy the milestones that are headed your
way. Your logical mind knows this. But knowing and
doing are two different things and when you wake up
at 2:00 a.m. worrying about invitation lists, plus-
ones, napkin colors or whether a popcorn bar beats
out a candy buffet you understand that you are not
doing well at the celebratory portion of your impend-
ing celebration.

My son will graduate from high school in a month.
Yay. He made it! Whew!

My daughter will get married two months after his
graduation. Yay. She and her fiancé made it! Whew! 

Graduations and weddings are delightful, festive,
wonderful occasions. They signify the end of a suc-
cessful journey and the promise of a new beginning.
They are days to enjoy and celebrate.

But, before I can break out the champagne for a
well-deserved toast, we still have things to do. So
many things to do. 
We have to get the announcements (graduation) and

invitations (wedding) ordered and we have to pick a
theme for the party (graduation) not to mention the
food and my boys will need suits and shoes (for the
wedding) and we’ll want to find some lawn games
and extra chairs (for the graduation). Speaking of
that we need to rake the lawn and weed the garden
before the (graduation) party and we have to come up
with centerpiece ideas for both events and we’ve yet
to decide between cake or cupcakes (wedding) while
cookies might be an option (graduation) and I’ve still
got to choose a dress (for the wedding) not to men-
tion a dress for the bride and bridesmaids and flower
girls and so many other things that need to get decid-
ed and get done. 

Deep breath. Normally one big celebration is
enough to keep me up at night. But two? That’s
enough to put a gal way over the edge. 

Or not. Come on girl, get a grip.
I have two major life celebrations in the coming

months. How lucky can a person get? I realized yes-
terday I was perseverating on the tasks involved and
ignoring the joy that I should be feeling about these
upcoming events and that’s simply no way to cele-
brate. At least not if you want to celebrate successful-
ly – which I most assuredly do. What would be the
point otherwise?
The days will come – and go. Someone might notice

if all the napkins don’t match or if the cake leans
slightly or if we run out of pulled pork, but I doubt it.
And even if something does go wrong (and it proba-
bly will) and someone actually notices (and they
probably won’t), I doubt they’d care enough to even

The Huron County Bean Board is looking for young
ladies who are interested in participating in the 2016
Bean Queen Contest.  To qualify, entrants must be
unmarried; the daughter or granddaughter of a farmer
who has grown dry beans within the past five years;
and be between the ages 17 to 25 years old.

For those interested in participating, contact the MSU
Extension Office by Monday, July 11, 2016.

Participants will be interviewed at a special dinner
held in their honor the evening of Monday, July 25,
2016, with the Queen being crowned at the Huron
Community Fair the evening of Monday, August 1,
2016. All entrants will receive a gift from the Bean
Board for participating.

**********

The Knights of Columbus Council 8892 held their
recognition dinner on Sunday May 1st, 2016.  Among
our honorees this year were Family of the Year win-
ners, Edna and Gordon Kujawski.  They were elected
because of their dedication to our Parish – Our Lady
Consolata and our community says the group’s
spokesperson Daryl Iwankovitsch
“Gordy and Edna are instrumental in running the food

Pantry in Gagetown, and other service projects to help
Emaus House in Saginaw, and children in foreign
countries, and other Christian Service Projects,” he
said.

Also lauded at the gathering was Bert Clincke -
Knight of the Year.
“He was honored for his efforts to help at our fundrais-
ers, recruiting a new member and his participation at
other projects throughout the year,” according to
Iwankovitsch, who added, Nina Davis and Katie
Jackson were also recognized for their lifetime of vol-
unteering in the activities at the St. Pancratius
Church—now Our Lady Consolata Parish and their
efforts to support and participate in community projects
such as the Community Thanksgiving dinner, the
Octagon Barn, Hills and Dales Hospital Auxiliary,
United Way in Cass City and others.

**********

Country Music Legend David Frizzell will headline
Police-A-Palooza, the Greater Thumb Fraternal Order
of Police #148 Annual Springtime Music Concert
Saturday, May 21, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at Caro High
School.

David Frizzell’s duet with Shelly West “You’re the
Reason God Made Oklahoma” is a part of the Great
American Songbook.  Their #1 country hit, “I’m Gonna
Hire a Wino to Decorate Our Home” is still one of the
great titles in country music history.  This is a night of
country music no Thumb Area country music fan will
want to miss.  Circle the calendar, bring your friends
and join the Greater Thumb Area F.O.P. #148 at the
show.  

Tickets are $18.00 in advance and $23.00 at the door.
The special family ticket for grandma, grandpa, mom,
dad and all the kids is only $45.00.  The Greater Thumb
Area Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #148 calls the
family ticket The Deal of the Century! 

Call the ticket hotlines at (989) 673-3360 and (800)
205-7174.

**********

Can you guess how many wind turbines are currently
in Tuscola County? 
Well, if you figured about 200 you’re pretty close –

actually 189. However, area commissioners say the
county could potentially add another 100 to 120 wind-
mills as State and Federal governments call for
increased energy production from renewable sources.

In 2014, $4,070,000 in total tax revenue was paid to
taxing jurisdictions with wind turbines.

**********

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

Editor,

If you’d like to see a prime example of what a com-
munity of volunteers can do, drive by the Little League
complex on Ale Street here in Cass City.  What an
extraordinary sight!

Our hats are off to the Cass City Little League organ-
ization.  With donations and financial support from the
Pinney Foundation, Lions Club, Gavel Club, Little
League organization, area businesses and individuals,
and construction assistance from Justin and Chris
Anthes, Troy Perry, Thomas LeValley, Al Patrick and
Marlette Roofing Company, coaches, players and many
others, they have completed a complex that our com-
munity can be proud of for years to come.

Complete with sod, shrubs, landscape rocks and new
benches, the upgraded facilities are a showcase to
behold.  Driving through the park on Saturday, there
had to be close to 200 hundred cars filled with families
on the Little League and softball fields.

As an informational note, Cass City has a strong his-
torical link to baseball, one that we should be proud of
and recognize with pride, especially this time of year.

Cass City was the birthplace of Leland “Larry”
MacPhail, who was born upstairs in the building that
currently houses Osentoski Realty.  He was born Feb.
3, 1890, and died Oct. 1, 1975.  His resting place is in
Elkland Township Cemetery, just east of town.

Hats off to those who
made complex reality

Please turn to page 7.

So, who is Cass
City’s top angler?
Some say its Matthew
Lynch, shown here
holding the 24” north-
ern pike the well-
known area fisherman
took from the Cass
River last week. 
“Used a lure to catch

him,” said Lynch,
who has appeared in
the Chronicle several
times over the years
with his trophy catch-
es.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges last week
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Annette K. Hopkins, 52, Munger,
was sentenced to 270 days in the
county jail (180 days deferred with-
out a date), with worksite privileges,
following her pleas of guilty to
attempted larceny in a building and
the false reporting of a felony (armed
robbery) Jan. 16 in Wisner
Township.

She was also placed on 36 months
probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,326 plus
attorneys fees of $500 and restitution
of $339.79.

*Zachery J. Bearinger, 21, Caro,
was sentenced to 18 months to eight
years in prison following his convic-
tion on a charges of assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police offi-
cer, and escape while serving a
felony jail sentence Jan. 7 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $326.

*Scott J. Worth, 46, Caro, pleaded
guilty to operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor,
third offense, Dec. 23 in Caro.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$1,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Austin R. Vincent, 22, Gagetown,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail,
with work release, following his plea
of no contest to a charge of assault
by strangulation Dec. 5 in
Gagetown.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 60 months probation and
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,258 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Mark A. Davis, 41, Fostoria,
pleaded guilty to delivery/manufac-

ture of marijuana, and no contest to
delivery/manufacture of marijuana
Sept. 10-11 in Watertown Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Chad N. Hopkins, 31, Fenton,
pleaded guilty to attempted larceny
of $1,000 to $20,000 by conversion
between July 1 and July 31, 2014, in
Denmark Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$50,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Melissa M. Sharkey, 36, Caro,
pleaded guilty to larceny in a build-
ing March 7 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was set at $5,000 and
the defendant was remanded to the
custody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Lance C. McDermitt, 29,
Millington, pleaded no contest to
charges of attempted discharge of a
firearm in or at a building, posses-
sion of a firearm in the commission
of a felony, possession of a con-
trolled substance, and domestic vio-
lence Nov. 5 in Arbela Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$30,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Eric D. Heuchert, 36, Millington,
pleaded no contest to charges of
interfering with electronic communi-
cations and domestic violence Feb.
11 in Vassar Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Ryan T. Moore, 28, Clio, pleaded
guilty to charges of home invasion,
second degree, breaking and enter-

ing a building with intent to commit
larceny, larceny of firearms and pos-
session of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony Dec. 24 in
Millington Township.  He also
pleaded guilty to a charge of home
invasion, second degree, stemming
from an incident Nov. 19 in Vassar
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was revoked and the
defendant was remanded to the cus-
tody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Shannon M. Diericks, 39, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of a
controlled substance June 23 in
Caro.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Elaine A. Brisson, 60, Millington,
pleaded guilty to possession of
cocaine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) March 11 in
Arbela Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Kyle R. Rick, 33, Cass City, was
sentenced to 180 days in jail
(deferred without a date) and 60
months probation following his plea
of guilty to operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor –
with an occupant under the age of 16
years, subsequent offense, Jan. 2 in
Ellington Township.

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to complete 480 hours of
community service and pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258.

*Cody L. Soper, 26, Midland,
pleaded guilty to possession of mari-
juana, subsequent offense, June 22 in
Akron Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
are continuing their investigation
into a two-vehicle traffic crash that
left two county teens seriously
injured earlier this month.

The accident occurred during the
early evening hours of May 1 at the
intersection of Gilford and Ringle
roads in Fairgrove Township.  

Deputies responded and found that
a vehicle had been northbound on
Ringle Road and failed to stop for a

stop sign, striking an eastbound vehi-
cle at the intersection.

“The northbound vehicle’s driver
and passenger were both seriously
injured,” Tuscola County
Undersheriff Glen Skrent reported.
“The driver was an 18-year-old male
from Caro who was flown by
FlightCare to a Saginaw hospital.
The passenger was a 17-year-old
male from Caro, transported by
MMR (Ambulance).”

Fairgrove fire fighters used their

Jaws of Life to extricate both occu-
pants from their vehicle, according
to Skrent, who said the eastbound
vehicle was driven by a 24-year-old
female from Bay City, and she had
three young children in her car.
They suffered minor injuries and
were transported by MMR to a Bay
City area hospital.

Troopers from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro assisted deputies
at the scene.

County teens seriously hurt in crash
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5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Owen-Gage School officials recent-
ly announced the top graduates in
their Class of 2011. Earning valedic-
torian honors this year is Megan J.
McLaren, daughter of Brian and
Jennifer McLaren, Owendale.
McLaren, who accumulated a grade
point average of 3.97, has been a
member of the 3.0 Honors Club and
on the honor roll throughout high
school. She is a member of the
National Honor Society, serving as
president of the local chapter, and
was named to the second team of the
North Central Thumb League
Academic Team. She has also been a
member of the high school band,
served as vice president of her class,
and was the 2011 yearbook editor.
McLaren has participated in various
sports throughout high school,
including volleyball, track, softball,
football and basketball. She was co-
captain of the basketball squad. Her
community involvement has includ-
ed serving as a hockey statistics
keeper and a Sunday school teacher.
She has participated in a roadside
clean-up, 30-hour famines, rock-a-
thon, and has volunteered at the
Human Development Commission
(HDC) in Caro. After graduation,
McLaren plans to attend Olivet
Nazarene University, Bourbonnais,
Ill., where she has been awarded a
scholarship. Her career goal is to
help children through pediatric nurs-
ing.

She didn’t finish in the top 3, but
Donna Costello of Deford proved
she can prepare a winning corn bread
recipe with the best of them. Costello
was selected as a top-10 finalist in
the 15th annual National Cornbread
Cook-Off, sponsored by Martha
White and Lodge Cast Iron. The
event was held April 30 in South
Pittsburg, Tenn. Costello prepared
her original main dish recipe,
Southern Skillet Cornbread Pizza
Casserole, for a panel of judges at
the National Cornbread Festival.

Cass City High School senior
Brandon Montgomery placed among
the top 10 high school students in the
nation in the Computer Security
Concepts testing competition during
the National Business and
Professionals of America (BPA)
Leadership Conference in
Washington, D.C.

Dan Vandecar, Decker, bagged a
trophy turkey Friday morning while
hunting in Tuscola County. His tom
weighed 23 pounds and had a 10”
beard and 1 1/4” spurs.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Derrick Mallory will be the first to
say he tends to put things off until
the last minute. But don’t let that
fool you. The Cass City High School
senior has always set lofty goals for
himself and then accomplished those
goals, including earning the highest
honor awarded by the Boy Scouts of
America – the Eagle rank. “I’m a
notorious procrastinator,” Mallory,
18, said over the weekend. “You
have to earn Eagle Scout by the time
you’re 18, and I got it done 2 or 3
weeks before” my birthday. 

We cut 10 years from the teaching
career of Linda Gray, who is retiring
from Cass City Schools. Listed as
starting in 1979-80, it should have
been 1970-71. It’s no excuse, but
Linda does take after her mother,
Elsie Hicks, in that she looks young
enough to easily have been teaching
for 25 years rather than for 35 years
at the school. (From Rabbit Tracks) 

The Cass City High School
Forensics Team had a fine showing
at the state tournament over the
weekend. Overall, the team finished
fourth in the state in Class B.
Courtney Hacker and Kurt Hanby
were semifinalists in Storytelling.
The multiple of Allie Hillaker,
Jennica Richards, Allie Richards,
Carly Rabideau, Jill Dillon, Kelli
Lautner and Phil Nahernak finished
fifth. Kyle Swanson and Sarah
Langmaid finished fourth and fifth
respectively in sales and Courtney
Rabideau finished second in
Broadcasting.

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

About 150 people attended Koylton
Township’s meeting Monday to
debate Pioneer Work and Learn
Center’s closure.  Camp supporters
picketed outside before the meeting.

Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord LaPeer
attended SPC. Bradley Hartz’s wel-
come home party near Port Hope
Saturday. SPC. Hartz returned home
from Operation Desert Storm. He
will leave Wednesday for Ft. Bliss in
El Paso, Texas. The LaPeers and
SPC. Hartz had never met before.
A wedding dinner was held April 13

at the Cass City VFW Hall for Rocio
Pizarro and Army PFC Jeffrey R.
Bliss, who were married Aug. 27 in

El Paso, Texas. Pizarro is the daugh-
ter of Josefina and Andrew Contreras
of Juarez, Mexico; Bliss is the son of
Robert and Beryl Bliss of Cass City.
130 family members and friends
from Cass City, Kalamazoo, Bad
Axe, Munger, Essexville and
Gagetown, attended the party given
by Mr. and Mrs. Bliss following the
return of the couple to Cass City
after Jeff returned from duty in Saudi
Arabia. The couple reside at Ft.
Bliss, El Paso, where Jeff is sta-
tioned.

Owen-Gage High School sopho-
more Misty L. Coryell, 15, will
spend a year in Japan as an exchange
student under the sponsorship of the
Sebewaing chapter of the Rotary
Club. 

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Mrs. Vern Lockard presented 14
students of piano, organ and violin in
a recital Sunday afternoon at the
Novesta Church of Christ.
Participating were Jenny and Kathy
Nye, Timmy Englehart, Eric
Wachterhauser, Jim Thane, Jess and
Andy Jeung, Julie Auten, JoEllen
Pratt, Tricia Opal, Jane and Libby
Dickinson, Becky Speirs and Carol
Lockard. A reception for parents and
friends followed the recital.

Rev. Gerald Rodgers officiated at
the dedication of four infants during
the morning worship service Sunday
in Deford Community church. The
four were Jeffrey James Kilbourn,
son of James and Cheryl Kilbourn of
Deford, twin sons of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Gilham of Deford, Matthew
Michael and Corey Michael, and
Elizabeth Ann Motter, daughter of
Paytor and Mrs. John (Arlene)
Motter of Cass City.

Mr. and Mrs. William Martus Sr.
arrived home Sunday after spending
the winter in Ruskin, Fla. En route
home they visited Mr. and Mrs.
William Martus Jr. and family in
Richmond, Ind., Mrs. Jean Zielke
and daughters in Battle Creek and
the Robert Martuses in Flushing.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Kritzman and
Mrs. Howard Loomis spent the
Mother’s Day week end with Mr.
and Mrs. Irvin Kritzman and family
at Millersburg, Ind. Mrs. Loomis
stayed and is spending some time
there.     

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Little and
Suzanne spent Sunday in Lansing
with their daughter, Carol, who
attends college there.
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Yax of Deford

announce the engagement of their
daughter, Marie Lynn, to Chris
Struve, son of the late Mrs. Shirley
Struve of Onaway. A July wedding is
being planned.

The following were awarded at the
annual Cass City FFA banquet they
are Tim Dorland, Star Chapter
Farmer; Deb Broecker, DeKalb
Award, and Dwight Loeding, Star
Greenhand Award.
Sergeant Kenneth P. Marker, whose

parents are Mr. and Mrs. Peter J.
Marker of RR 2, Unionville, is a
member of the Wurtsmith AFB,
Mich., civil engineering squadron
that has been selected as the best in
the Air Force. Sergeant Marker is an
electrical power production special-
ist with the Strategic Air Command’s
379th Civil Engineering Squadron
which received the Robert H. Curtin
Award. The award, named for the
former Air Force director of civil
engineering, is presented annually to
the unit maintaining the most eco-
nomical and effective resources
management program during the
past year. Selection is made by the
Society of American Military
Engineers. Sergeant Marker is a
1972 graduate of Cass City High
School. His wife, Karla, is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Stine
of Cass City.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)

Cass City selected James Jezewski,
25, to replace Robert Pawlowski
who recently resigned, as the third
member of the Cass City Police
Force. The appointment becomes
effective May 23. The council select-
ed the native Cass Cityite after sift-
ing the applications of 16 persons
from the entire Thumb area. The
final six choices of the committee in
charge was brought before the coun-
cil Thursday night and Jezewski was
named. Jezewski has been employed
at Anrod Screen Cylinder Co. He
joins Chief Carl Palmateer and
Patrolman William R. McKinley on
the staff.

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton L. Law of
Cass City announce the engagement
of their daughter, Sherryl Jean, to
Wayne David Dillon of Unionville.
Wayne is the son of Mrs. Donald
Russell and the late Stephen Dillon.

The couple are students at Central
Michigan University. An August
wedding is planned.

William Leyva left Wednesday,
April 20, for Lackland Air Force
Base in Texas, where he is stationed.
The base in near San Antonio. GM3-
C Joseph and Ralph Leyva, sons of
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Leyva, are sta-
tioned at Norfolk, Va., and are with
the Navy, aboard the Plymouth Rock
Navy vessel. Joseph and Ralph have
been with the Navy for over three
years.

Mrs. Theo Hendrick and Mrs. John
Hayes attended the mother-daughter
banquet in the Sutton Methodist
church Friday evening and took as
guests, Mrs. Irene O’Dell and daugh-
ter Karen of Dearborn Hts., Mrs.
Sherwell Kelly of New Boston, Mrs.
Isabel O’Dell of Caro and Mrs. Ruth
Finkbeiner.
Postmaster Grant Glaspie presented

awards from the National Safety
Council to Chester Muntz for nine
years of driving without any type of
accident and to Robert Profit for 18
mishap-free years. Gold pins and
certificates were awarded. Both are
rural mail carriers working from the
Cass City Post Office.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Miss Sandham, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John A. Sandham, has chosen
Saturday, May 17, as the date of her
marriage to Mr. Archibald E. Vallier
of Detroit. Miss Sandham is a gradu-
ate of Cass City High School and
Michigan State College. She also
attended Cleary Business College at
Ypsilanti and has been employed at
the Petroleum Service, Inc., in
Detroit

Mr. Dunn, instructor in mathemat-
ics in the Cass City High School for
the past five years, has resigned to
accept a similar position in the Bay
City school system. He starts in his
new position next September.

Private John Vern LaFave, former-
ly of Gagetown, arrived at Fort
Sheridan, Illinois, on April 26, and
has been assigned to the 40th Coast
Artillery Brigade (AA) Recruit
School for an eight-week training
course. After completion of this
course, he will be assigned to active
duty with this regiment.

Donald Leo Quinn is the 16 month
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo J. Quinn
of Ubly. He lives with his parents on
a farm two miles north of Ivanhoe.
He has a sister, Colleen, 15, a sopho-
more in Cass City High School, and
a brother, Bob, 12.  Wilson’s Studio,
Bad Axe, photographed the 16
month old in which the photo won
the blue ribbon award at the recent
state photographers’ convention at
Bay City.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)
In a proclamation issued Friday,

Gov. Ferris urges the observance of
Sunday, May 14, as “Mothers’ Day.”
The Proclamation follows: “During
the last 50 years the American home
has undergone little less than a revo-
lution. Science and invention have
wrought marvelous changes in our
economic and industrial conditions.
Some of these changes have a ten-
dency to destroy the unity of home
interests. Time and distance have
been annihilated. Home permanence
has in a large measure been
destroyed. The responsibilities of the
mother have been increased. She
finds it impossible to keep her flock
together; she finds her task of inspir-
ing and directing her children more
and more difficult. She must, there-
fore, do her greatest work when her
children are “little tots,” when they
are most responsive to the tenderest
and wisest suggestions. American
mothers recognize this necessity, and
are making holy sacrifices to this
end. “The mothers of every country
are more important than armies and
munitions of war. The mothers are
the source of civilization. To our
mothers we owe our patriotism, our
religion, our honest aspirations. It is
especially fitting in the year 1916
that we pay tribute to the mothers of
America. Let the boys and girls and
the ‘grown-ups’ who are away from
home on Mothers’ Day, write a letter
of gratitude to mother. Let those who
are home meet mother with a smile,
a kiss and a handful of flowers.
Recite to her the prayer she taught
you at the bedside. “In obedience to
a resolution by the United States
congress, I ask the people of
Michigan to display on this day the
United States flag on all government
and public buidings, at their homes
or other suitable places, as a public
expression of their love and rever-
ence for the mothers of our country.
As far as possible let parents in their
homes and both young and old in
public meetings discuss the theme of
mother with that enthusiasm and sin-
cerity which characterizes all loyal
Americans.”

Life is full of disappointment; lost opportunities, broken relation-
ships, poor decisions, plans that never pan out, even hard work that
doesn’t pay off in the end.  And people — people can be the biggest
disappointment of all.

But not mothers.
I’m in my 50s, but I still marvel when I recall my own childhood.

My mom’s willingness to sacrifice for her children seemed to know
no bounds, and with all she had to do, somehow mom always found
time for each of her children.  She also had this scary knack for
always knowing when I had gotten into mischief.  It was a gift
matched only by an endless supply of forgiveness.
Her presence, alone, was enough to make me feel secure, regardless

of the craziness this world can throw at a kid.  Even when she wasn’t
feeling very secure herself, mom never let on that there was anything
to worry about. 

I’ve been married for more than 34 years now, but my wife, Deb,
also never ceases to amaze me as a mother.
When our kids were young, she was always on top of immunizations

and doctor’s appointments, parent-teacher conferences, school
fundraisers, band concerts (dates, times, places) and trips.  Meals
were prepared before and after she worked a full-time job, not to
mention laundry, grocery shopping, clothes shopping, etc.  Seemed
like she was also always reminding me of my appointments, and on
and on and on.
The kids grew up knowing that, if they had a need — anything from

a last-minute sewing repair to a ride to a friend’s — mom would be
there.  What they probably didn’t know is how often Deb would do
without so their needs (and mine) would be met.

That’s the way good moms are, you know?  They never hesitate to
sacrifice for the good of their children. 

By always being there, Deb offered our daughters a wonderful
example of how to be good moms, too.

I’m reminded of that every time I watch our now-grown daughters
wrangling their broods and multitasking like experts – carrying on a
conversation while simultaneously watching a movie and settling an
argument between two siblings while reading to a third youngster.
Funny how moms never appear to seem bored even after reading a
child’s favorite book to them for the gazillionth time.

Same goes for grandmothers, who also don’t seem to mind helping
a youngster putting the same giant puzzle together time after time.

Of course, Deb is still the consummate mom.  Sure, her days of fix-
ing school lunches and picking out school clothes for the kids are
long gone, but she’s still always there for them, whether that means
forking out a few bucks, helping them look for an apartment or sim-
ply being on-call 24/7, phone in hand, when they need a little advice.

Like most folks, the kids and I marked Mother’s Day Sunday by
showering Deb with a little extra attention – and I remembered to call
my own mom in Grand Rapids to let her know I was thinking about
her.
At the same time, I was thinking how inadequate it is to set aside just

one day to recognize mothers, especially when the moms in our lives
deserve to be honored – at least in some small way – just about every
day.
And we should, not because of all they do, but because of who they

are.
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recently announced by Secretary of
State Ruth Johnson.

District Judge Harvey Hoffman
implemented Michigan’s first
DWI/Sobriety Court in Eaton
County in 2009 and is a state and
national leader in the development of
this kind of problem-solving court,
which combines judicial supervision
with testing, treatment, punitive
sanctions and positive incentives for
participants.

“The marriage of DWI/Sobriety
Courts with ignition interlocks when
dealing with repeat DWI Offenders
has helped to make Michigan’s roads
and highways safer and has
improved the lives of alcoholic driv-
ers,” Hoffman said. “The partnership
between Michigan’s courts and the
Secretary of State, in allowing pro-
gram participants to lawfully drive to
and from court, treatment, school,
testing and employment, has been
crucial in spreading DWI/sobriety
courts across the state.”

That partnership has also made
sobriety courts – especially those in
rural areas such as Tuscola County –
more effective, according to Rebecca
Turner, program coordinator for the
Thumb Regional Sobriety Court.

“It has been successful.  The inter-
lock device has really been a life-
saver,” Turner said, noting it’s a tool
that enables court officials to ensure
participants are sober at the wheel
and at the same time paves the way
for them to consistently access trans-

Continued from page one.

Ignition locks boost success of sobriety courts
portation, which has proven to be a
vital ingredient in the success of
sobriety court programs, particularly
in areas that lack widespread public
transportation.

Turner said restricted driving privi-
leges in conjunction with ignition
interlocks “allows for retention of
participants…by being an option for
them after 45 days (in the Thumb
Regional Sobriety Court program).
This means that they can get back to
work, becoming productive mem-
bers of our community, financially
support themselves and provide
them a way to meet all the require-
ments of the program.”

Turner pointed out that participants
can also utilize their driving privi-
leges to help their fellow participants
succeed in the program, because they
can earn community service credit
by providing others with transporta-
tion to 12-step meetings, for exam-
ple.

The Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court was established in late 2013
and has since proven to be a success,
with nearly 87 percent of partici-
pants completing the program.
In the statewide report, statistics for

the group of DWI/sobriety court par-
ticipants using interlocks were com-
pared to a similar group that did not
use the devices. Among the report’s
findings:

*Ninety-seven percent of sobriety
court participants ordered to install
interlock devices on their vehicles
complied with the court.

*Of the participants using an inter-

lock, only 11.4 percent failed to
graduate from the program—a rate
nearly three times better than the
number of participants not using an
interlock who did not graduate.

*Alcohol and drug use among
sobriety court participants using an
interlock was substantially lower
compared to the offenders not under
interlock supervision.

*Sobriety court participants using
an interlock were more likely to
improve their levels of education
during their time in the program.

*Sobriety court participants using
an interlock spent less time in jail,
had fewer warrants issued against
them and had a higher number of
overall sobriety days.

The Michigan Department of State
(MDOS) administers the Breath
Alcohol Ignition Interlock Detection
(BAIID) Program and currently has
more than 9,700 individuals who are
required to use an interlock device
under the vehicle code for High
BAC convictions, ordered by an
MDOS hearing officer or through a
DWI/sobriety court. DWI/sobriety
courts account for 3,700 of those
devices, Johnson said.

“The data clearly shows that the
ignition interlock devices and sobri-
ety courts are effective tools for con-
trolling drunken driving recidivism,”
Johnson added. “More people are
now required to use these devices
because of changes in drunken driv-
ing laws and sobriety court pro-
grams. It’s making our roads safer
and we believe it is saving lives.”

Thumb sobriety court boasts 30-plus graduates
Continued from page one.

be approved as participants), so we’ll
probably have 36 people by the end
of this month,” Turner added.

The next graduation ceremony is
slated for Friday, May 27, at the
Tuscola County Courthouse in Caro
and is expected to recognize another
six to eight participants for complet-
ing the program.

The Thumb’s trial judges agreed to
establish a partnership in 2013 with
the goal of taking advantage of a
cooperative experiment designed to
give them tools outside of the tradi-
tional fines and jail time to encour-
age those repeatedly convicted of
driving under the influence of drugs
and/or alcohol to turn over a new
leaf.

GRANT FUNDING

Thanks to a $255,000 grant from
the State Court Administrative
Office (SCAO), the Tuscola, Huron
and Sanilac County trial courts were
able to organize the DWI/Thumb
Regional Sobriety Court, one of four
pilot programs launched by the
SCAO in an effort to bring DWI
courts to rural parts of the state on a
regional, multi-county basis.

“‘Problem-solving’ courts are real-
ly changing the way the criminal jus-
tice system does business,” Tuscola
County District Court Judge Kim D.
Glaspie commented as Tuscola
County court officials prepared to
launch the new court.

“Traditionally, the criminal justice
system has relied on the threat of
monetary penalties and incarceration
to deter criminal behavior.  For
crimes that are motivated by a sub-
stance abuse problem, this hasn’t
worked very well,” he explained.
“Problem-solving courts give us
more tools to get people the treat-
ment they need and make them pro-
ductive members of society.”
The Thumb Regional DWI Court is

a cooperative program of the circuit
and district courts in all three coun-
ties, with Tuscola County serving as
the coordinating court.

The program targets individuals
who plead guilty to a repeat offense
of driving while impaired (DWI) or
under the influence of alcohol and/or
a controlled substance and are diag-
nosed as being substance-dependent
— not merely abusive.

The goal is to convince the partici-
pants to turn their lives around by
embracing characteristics that

include accountability and honesty.
It’s a daunting task, one that contin-

ually tests the participants, Turner
acknowledged.  “The intensity of
this program is unlike many others,”
she said.  “They really have to go
above and beyond to be successful.” 

Those admitted to the program are
required to attend group and individ-
ual counseling sessions, go to sup-
port group meetings, get tested for
drug and alcohol use multiple times
each week, and appear before the
sobriety court’s review team every
two weeks.   

Those review hearings are attended
by members of the sobriety court
team, including Tuscola County
Circuit Judge Amy Grace Gierhart,
case managers, the program coordi-
nator, assistant prosecutors, proba-
tion/parole officers, jail administra-
tors, treatment providers, a defense
attorney, a mentor coordinator and a
12-step program representative.  The
purpose is to review each partici-
pant’s progress individually, with
rewards (examples include gas
cards) and punishments (such as
community service or even jail time)
being handed out based on the par-
ticipants’ behavior.
The program comes with a compre-

hensive supervision component,
including mandatory meetings with a
case manager – on a weekly basis for
the first several weeks.

Over the course of a year, partici-
pants will typically spend $4,000 or
$5,000 for expenses ranging from
substance abuse treatment/counsel-
ing, drug testing and gas along with
program fees – an initial $110
assessment charge and monthly $50
participation fee. 

EVOLVING

Since the Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court was established, officials have
revised some of the rules and condi-
tions to better suit the needs of local
participants.  For example, the initial
minimum 90-day wait for a restrict-
ed driver’s license has been halved to
45 days.

Michigan’s motor vehicle code was
amended to allow courts with DWI
programs to issue a restricted dri-
ver’s license to program participants.
The licenses, which enable program
participants to go to and from pro-
gram activities — including work,
community service, counseling, drug
testing and review hearings – have

proven to be an invaluable ingredient
in the success of sobriety courts (see
related story).

“The opportunity to issue restricted
licenses is a big reason why SCAO
was so enthusiastic to extend this
program into rural areas like the
Thumb,” Gierhart noted when the
court was established.  “People lose
their license after enough convic-
tions, yet that is exactly when it’s
becoming clear that the person needs
treatment — and in places without
much public transportation, like the
Thumb, no license makes it that
much harder for the person to get
treatment and stay employed, which
makes rehabilitation that much more
difficult.

Gierhart added, “Pairing a restrict-
ed license with the close supervision
of the DWI court is a great new
approach to providing offenders the
treatment they need and is our best
chance at breaking the downward
spiral by rehabilitating them into
productive members of society.”

Another change, Turner said, has
involved expanding the program
from three phases to four plus an ori-
entation phase at the beginning.  The
change from a 12-month program to
15 months was made to encourage
participants to focus on long-term
change in their lives rather than on
simply completing the program,
Turner said.

Officials are now also requiring
those in the program to include their
physicians in the process by under-
going a physical and discussing any
medications their doctor has or may
prescribe to them.
Gierhart commented Friday that her

experiences with the sobriety court
have made her a better judge, in part
because she’s become much more
familiar with addiction-related issues
and ways to help participants
achieve their own personal success.

Gierhart has also found herself
becoming much more familiar with
defendants selected for participation
in the sobriety court.

“I’m getting to know the partici-
pants.  I shake hands, I hug people,
which makes it all the more reward-
ing (when they succeed) and all the
more heartbreaking when it doesn’t
work,” said Gierhart, who indicated
she’s pleased with the overall suc-
cess of the program to-date.
“I’ve been very happy with the lack

of recidivism,” she said.  “I think
we’re in a pretty good place with it.”

parole from a federal counterfeiting conviction.”
Other arrests within the past couple weeks involved the following suspects:
*Sebewaing resident Larry L. Heinitz, 60, arrested on a felony charge of

delivery of morphine in Sebewaing.  He remains free on bond pending fur-
ther court proceedings.  Hanson noted his department received assistance
from the Sebewaing Police Department in that investigation.
*Elkton resident Brittney L. Periso, arrested for felony delivery of oxymor-

phine in Elkton. She remains free on bond and is also awaiting further court
proceedings.  Elkton police assisted deputies in the investigation.

“Our office and our county’s local police agencies encourage illegal drug
activity tips by contacting your police department or our office,” Hanson
said.  “We can also be reached on our Huron County Drug Task Force
Facebook page or by calling Huron Central Dispatches non-emergency
number of (989) 269-6421.

Statistics show that on average, 44 people die in this country every day
from an overdose of prescription painkillers – eight more than cocaine and
heroin combined.  In 2014, prescription drug abuse accounted for nearly
22,000 drug overdose deaths (half of all drug overdoses).

Two types of prescription medications are largely responsible: painkillers
(opioid analgesics) and tranquilizers (benzodiazepines).

Opioid painkillers such as oxycodone, hydrocodone and methadone have
been identified as one of the primary reasons behind the tragic increase in
prescription drug overdose deaths, and they are being prescribed in the
United States at an unprecedented rate.

Trio arrested in drug probes
Continued from page one.
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supporter of downtowns and is thrilled to become a part of Cass City’s
downtown.

“More information about this exciting and highly valued project will be
released soon during a presentation to the village council,” Molter said.  He
added all of the kind words and support that have been shown to him and his
family are “deeply appreciated and have greatly encouraged” them to move
this project forward.
The Cass City Village Council’s next meeting is a rescheduled monthly ses-

sion slated for Monday, May 23, starting at 7 p.m. at the Cass City Municipal
Building.

Cass City has also been targeted by another businessman – Jim Zyrowski,
president of Ben’s Supercenter Inc. — who announced plans to bring a gro-
cery to the village after purchasing the former Erla’s Food Center last fall.

Ben’s currently owns and operates three locations; Ben’s Supercenter in
Brown City, Ben’s Supercenter in Marlette and Ben’s Contractor
Center/Ben’s Great Outdoors, also in Marlette.

Village officials have said it could take another year or longer before
Zyrowski is ready to build in Cass City, but they are working closely with
him to assist in any way they can.

Since Erla’s was sold, the store’s furnishings have also been sold via an
online auction.
The Chronicle has been unable to reach Zyrowski for comment, but village

officials say he would like to construct a new store on property located
across from the Shell station on the former Croft Clara property along Main
Street.

Negotiations reportedly are underway with Frankenmuth Credit Union,
which now owns the land and recently installed an ATM there.

Former Erla’s Foods owner Venu Ganga closed Erla’s in September 2014
after owning and operating the business for about 2 ½ years.  The closure
left the village without a grocery store and nearly four dozen area residents
without jobs.

Continued from page one.

Molter announces plans
for grocery in Cass City

Continued from page one.

That measure failed by just under 100 votes, 546 to 447.
Kingston School Supt. Matt Drake said school officials have trimmed

roughly $600,000 from the bond proposal presented to voters in the spring.
“There were some things in the original bond that we knew we had to get

done this summer,” he added, referring to the planned removal of asbestos
tile in the high school and replacement of a rooftop heating/air conditioning
unit that failed over the winter.  Each project is estimated at $105,000, and
both will now be paid for out of the district’s general fund, Drake said.

In addition, he continued, the original bond had earmarked $146,000 for
two new buses.  Now, he said, school officials plan to instead spend $63,000
to buy four used buses.

Under the plan approved last week, the district will ask voters to support a
$5.54 million bond issue that would be repaid over the course of 16 years or
less, according to Drake, who noted the original bond issue totaled
$6,010,000 – an additional 3.1 mills for a total of 8.72 mills — with a 20-
year pay-off.
The revised proposal asks taxpayers for an increase of 2.64 mills in the first

year, for a total of 8.26 mills.
For the owner of a home with a market value of $100,000 ($50,000 state

equalized valuation), the revised plan would cost an additional $132 in taxes
annually.

Drake said schools officials have worked to address some voters’ concerns
regarding proposed construction of a new restroom/concession stand facili-
ty.  The revised plan to replace the existing structure, which he described as
falling apart, has been reduced in size and would cost an estimated
$219,000, down from the original price tag of $260,000.
In addition, Drake said a proposal to tear down the old bus garage has been

abandoned, with school officials looking to renovate the existing structure.
Capital improvement projects that remain on the district’s wish list include

replacement of the elementary and high school roofs.  Some of the existing
roof sections are 20 years old or older, and sections have already failed,
causing interior water damage, according to Drake.

Also on the replacement list is the district’s late 1960s-era boiler and an
antiquated 1,000-gallon hot water tank.

The water tank served a purpose in its time, back when students were
required to shower after gym classes, Drake said, but school officials don’t
need anywhere near that capacity now, and today’s equipment uses energy
on a demand-basis rather than, for example, heating 1,000 gallons of water
then keeping it hot 24/7.

The Kingston High School gymnasium floor and bleachers also need to be
replaced — both are original equipment installed back in 1970s.

“Our science labs are horrible,” Drake said.  “They’re original equipment
also.”

Roughly $237,000 in bond money would be earmarked for technology
upgrades, the purchase of iPads and other computer equipment for student
use, as well as installation of “interactive white boards” – basically high tech
projectors – in all elementary and high school classrooms.  School officials
have already started on that project using general fund dollars.

The expansive list of improvements includes replacement of windows
throughout the district, repairing parking lots and sidewalks, and upgrades to
school security systems.  The girls’ locker room would undergo a facelift,
and nearby athletic field bleachers would be replaced.

Bond vote set in Kingston

MacPhail served as an executive with several professional baseball teams,
including the Cincinnati Reds, Brooklyn Dodgers and New York Yankees.
His career as a major league owner ended after the Yankees clinched the
1947 World Series.  He was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame
in 1978.
Several of MacPhail’s family members have become sports executives, too.

His son, Lee MacPhail, enjoyed a long career in baseball, most notably as
president and general manager of the Baltimore Orioles, GM of the Yankees
and president of the American League.  He was elected to the Baseball Hall
of Fame in 1998, making him and Larry MacPhail the only father and son
inductees.

His other son, Bill MacPhail, was president of CBS Sports and later was
president of CNN Sports, brought on by Reese Schonfeld to create the
department upon the network’s launch.  Larry’s grandson, Andy MacPhail,
the former general manager of the Minnesota Twins and Chicago Cubs and
the former president of baseball operations for the Orioles, became president
of the Philadelphia Phillies at the close of the 2015 season.  A great-grand-
son, Lee MacPhail IV, is professional scouting director for the Seattle
Mariners.

Since 1966, Minor League Baseball has annually awarded the Larry
MacPhail Award to recognize the top promotional effort by a minor league
team.

Nancy Barrios
Cass City Village Council member
Parks and Recreation chair

Hats off to local residents
who made complex reality

Continued from page three.
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went to work organizing the event.
“I’ve always loved cooking and wished our school could offer a home ec

class like my mom described taking when she was in junior high,” said
Bagnall, the daughter of Jennifer and the Rev. Steve Bagnall of Cass City.

“When talking with my friends, I found out that they wanted to learn to
cook, and I figured that if the school couldn’t afford to offer classes like that,
maybe I could find a way to do it myself,” she added.  “So I started doing
some research about the need for teaching kids basic cooking skills.”

Bagnall drafted her own proposal for the class, including why school offi-
cials should consider offering a basic cooking skills course.

“In recent years, the problem of childhood obesity has become widely
acknowledged in our country. This trend has also hit Michigan, which is
rated 18th in the United States for obesity rates in children, as ranked by
HealthierGeneration.org, with a 2015 rate of 32.6 percent of Michigan kids
being significantly overweight,” Bagnall said.
“Why? This problem stems from many things: unhealthy choices, no health

guidance at home, and low household incomes,” she continued.  “In Tuscola
County in 2013, for example, 15.2 percent of homes were low income
households.

“Because a family doesn’t have much money to spend, the cheapest prod-
ucts are usually purchased. However, the cheapest products generally have
high calorie, fat and sugar content, which leads to unhealthy eating, which
could eventually lead to obesity. Another thing is that most parents work
during the day and often don’t have the time or energy to make a home
cooked meal from scratch. Instead, they often bring home fast food or rely
on prepackaged, high calorie foods.

“To help meet these challenges in the Cass City community, I wanted to
come up with a way to help teach kids about basic nutrition, food and
kitchen safety,” Bagnall said.  “I started putting together some ideas for a
cooking club, and I talked to our school lunch director, Shari Bock, about
whether we could use the school kitchen or if she had other ideas.”
Bock put Bagnall in touch with Karly Creguer, a nutrition program instruc-

tor with the MSU Extension Office in Caro.
“I contacted her about ‘cooking matters’, which as it turns out, is a free six-

week cooking and nutrition class they offer to teens,” Bagnall said.
Eighteen teens ranging in age from 13 to 18 signed up for the class and

have been meeting with Creguer and Bock in the junior-senior high school
cafeteria on Wednesday evenings for about two hours for the past six weeks.

Creguer acknowledged it isn’t every day that a teen spearheads hosting
one of MSU Extension’s Cooking Matters for Teens classes.

“It was kind of an unusual situation.  She (Bagnall) actually went to Shari
Bock, and Shari got her in contact with me.  She recruited and got all the
kids there – I’m the one who usually does that,” Creguer said.  “It was nice
to see that initiative.”

Creguer said about half of the classes are dedicated to various aspects of
nutrition, including ways to introduce more fruit and vegetables in menus,
reading labels and shopping tips.  The students have also participated in
hands-on healthy cooking projects under Bock’s guidance.

During the final class tonight (Wednesday), the students were slated to
compete in their own “Extreme Food Makeover Challenge” by taking a tra-
ditionally unhealthy recipe and transforming it into a healthier dish.

For example, some of the students will be tackling a carnival food theme
by modifying chili cheese hotdogs.  The plan is to create a black bean chili
with turkey dogs on whole wheat buns, and onion rings that are baked – not
deep fried.

As for Bagnall, the teen says helping to organize a local Cooking Matters
for Teens class was well worth the effort.

“We’ve learned a lot about how to prepare low-cost, healthy recipes that
we can now make for our families,” she added.

Continued from page one.

KYLE KOEPF prepares a whole wheat crust for

homemade pizza.

Cooking up a culinary class

BOCK DEMONSTRATES her culinary slicing

skills in the Cass City Junior-Senior High School

cafeteria during a recent “Cooking Matters for

Teens” class.

KAYLA KOEPF demonstrates the “Blubber

Burger” – counting out the number of teaspoons of

fat in a typical fast food meal.

The Huron County Sheriff’s
Department will be conducting an
AARP Smart Driver Course
Monday, May 16, and Thursday,
May 19, at the Immanuel Lutheran
Church Great Room on Bay Street in
Sebewaing.  Class times are 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. each day.

“The course is designed for senior
citizen drivers, which will cover
defensive driving techniques, proven
safety strategies, as well as new traf-
fic laws and rules of the road,”
Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson explained.  “There are no
tests to pass. Upon completion of the
course and depending on the partici-
pant’s automobile insurance
provider, yearly insurance discounts
may apply.”

The course is limited to 30 people,
with a cost of $15 for AARP mem-
bers and $20 for non-members.

Interested seniors can register by
calling the sheriff’s department dur-
ing regular business hours at (989)

Sanilac sheriff warns of IRS
phone scam targeting citizens
Sanilac County Sheriff Garry Biniecki is warning citizens to beware of sus-

picious phone calls following a rash of scam calls perpetrated by IRS
imposters targeting county residents.

“The IRS imposter scam is an intimidating and sophisticated phone scam
where callers claim to be IRS employees and say you owe taxes,” Biniecki
said.  “They might also threaten to arrest or deport you if you don’t pay,
know all or part of your Social Security Number, rig the caller ID to make it
look like the call is from the IRS, or tell you to put the money on a prepaid
debit card and tell them the card number.”

The sheriff emphasized that the IRS does not call to demand immediate
payment of taxes owed without first sending you notification by mail.  The
federal agency also does not ask for credit or debit card numbers over the
phone, and employees do not threaten to bring in local police or other law
enforcement officers to arrest you for non-payment.
“If you have any doubts, call the IRS directly at 800-829-1040, of if you’ve

spotted a scam or think you may have been scammed, contact your local
police department or the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office Detective Division
at (810) 648-8360 for advice or guidance,” Biniecki said.
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269-6500 or Rich Wrobleski at (989)
883-2818.

Driving course on tap for seniors

Eight student-athletes who will be
juniors at their schools during the
2016-17 academic year, including
two from the Thumb, have been
selected to serve two-year terms on
the Michigan High School Athletic
Association’s (MHSAA) Student
Advisory Council.

Among the students joining the
council starting in 2016-17 are
Aaron Fahrner, representing Owen-
Gage High School, and Rachel
Cummings, representing Mayville
High School.

The student advisory council is a
16-member group that provides
feedback on issues impacting educa-
tional athletics from a student’s per-
spective, and also is involved in the
operation of association champi-
onship events and other program-
ming. Members of the Student
Advisory Council serve for two
years, beginning as juniors.

Eight new members are selected
annually to serve on the council,
with nominations made by MHSAA
member schools. The incoming jun-
iors will join the group of eight sen-
iors-to-be appointed a year ago.

The first Student Advisory Council
was formed for the 2006-07 school
year. With the addition of the new
class beginning this summer, mem-
bers will have represented 87
schools from 44 leagues plus inde-
pendent schools that do not play in a
league. Combined, the new
appointees have participated in 13
MHSAA sports, and all eight will be
the first student advisory council
members from their respective
schools.
The council meets seven times each

school year, and once more for a 24-
hour leadership camp. In addition to
assisting in the promotion of the edu-
cational value of interscholastic ath-
letics, the council discusses issues
dealing with the four S’s of educa-
tional athletics: scholarship, sports-
manship, safety (including health
and nutrition) and the sensible scope
of athletic programs. There also is a
fifth S discussed by the group – stu-
dent leadership.

Owen-Gage’s
Fahrner named
to the MHSAA
student council

Boater safety
course on tap
in Huron Co.

The Huron County Sheriff’s
Department will be offering its
boater safety course Tuesday, May
17, and Wednesday, May 18, from 5
to 8 p.m. both nights.  The class will
be held in the basement at the sher-
iff’s department in Bad Axe.

Students must attend both classes.
There is no fee, and students must
pre-register by 4 p.m. Monday, May
16, by calling the Huron County
Sheriff’s Department Records
Division at (989) 269-6500.

Students will have to pick up study
materials at the sheriff’s department
prior to the start of the class.
Participants should be at least 12
years old or will be 12 years old dur-
ing this boating season as the boater
safety certificate issued, upon suc-
cessful completion of the course, is
not valid until the student’s birthday.

For information on who may oper-
ate a boat or personal watercraft and
other laws related to boating in
Michigan, visit the following link:
h t t p : / / w w w . b o a t -
ed.com/michigan/handbook/index.ht
ml.
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call in your scores to

872-2010 or fax: 872-3810
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Monday Night League  

Championship Flight
Tony Nika 14
Ryan Lowman 13
Dieter Roth 13
Brad Langenburg 12
Nick Bliss 8
Scott Adams 7
Mike Lowe 7
Don Ouvry 6
Chris Clifton 0

 
1st Flight
Dan Caister 16
David Allen 16
Jim Hobbs 11
Jon Zdrojewski 9
Larry Robinson 4
Harold McAlpine 4  

 
2nd Flight    

Paul Regnerus 17     

Daryl Iwankovitsch 15    

David House 5    

David Block 3    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

    

    

    

�	
���	�������������������	����������������

  Wednesday Night Early League
Wallace/Warner 18

 Hobbs/Meck 17
  Alexander/Spencer 16
 Tate/Wiseman 15

  Iwankovitsch/Block 13
 Jones/Marshall 13
 Caister/Burns 9
 Irrer/Dillon 9
  Mastie/Robinson 7

 Berwick/Young 6
 McAlpine/Mosher 5

Herron Fox
 Craig/Knight
 Biefer/Hoard

 Bolton/Thompson
 Hendrick/Veggian
 

 Wednesday Night Late League
  

Division 1:
 Langenburg/Langenburg 15.00   

 Hacker/ Nika 14.00   

 Bitzer/Curtis 14.00   

     

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

    

    

    

    

Jacob Boynton 0    

George Batty 0    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

    

    

    

  Davis/Lowe 14.00   

 Ulfig/Ulfig 13.00   

 Lowman/Tamlyn 10.00   

  Hartel/Brown 8.00   

Richards/Bitzer 8.00   

Hillaker/Murphy 6.00   

Osentoski/Wallace 6.00   

Doerr/Haire 3.00   

Division 2:
Halasz/Ahleman 22.00   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

    

    

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Cotton/Israelson 9.00   

LeValley/Krol 8.00   

Martin/Stern 7.00   

Peters/Brown     

Prieskorn/Repshinska     

Andersen/LeMarr     

Schinnerer/Dillon     

   

   

   

   

   

Wallace/Wallace 19.00   

Sommerville/Tomlinson 16.00   

Brinkman/deBeaubien 16.00   

Koch/McNeil 12.00   

Cotton/Israelson 9.00   

LeValley/Krol 8.00   

Martin/Stern 7.00   

Peters/Brown     

Prieskorn/Repshinska     

Andersen/LeMarr     

Schinnerer/Dillon     



��##���$(���������� !�������&����##���$(���" ��������'����#��(����(���������

� � � �

��&!=���!�����

��$���������� !! ���$������������
�������������#(0<�	��������#(0<�������
	�������������)86�
�����	��%*3?�������������
��������������'*��;+���������������������
	���������68:0��8)5+0�������������
������
	��
���������%#������������%#��	�����	�
	��������)83-::-�������������	���)83-:-��
	���  ++6+�
	�	���������������+14-.6

���������������&)99)8

����������������)8*68��-)+0

��	������������#)/15)=��6;<-3�$6;85-?
	��
�����������������'/+56

����������������)7)+

������	�������19:81+:9

�31+�,'1+6�.2�(30*

�����������������������������������������������������
������������� ���� ������
�������	���������

�%�� "������$"���
��$�  !! ���$�����������������������$���
	�������������� #!���86=5��1:?�������������	����7�4�
���� �'50+77+�!'2*86/<��'*��;+������4�1�
	��
����)8*68��-)+0��'*��;+�%#������	����7�4�
	���������!'2*86/<�"--9-��86=5��1:?�	����7�4��

�	�������$'66'5�%#���)2-89�"--9-������	����7�4�

�� �),��>-� ++6+�&)99)8������������	����7�4�
	��� #!�� ++6+�$'66'5 �����4�1�
	��� �'9+0��08(� +0'<6�����������������4�1�

����������$���-)/;-��--:���%#���������$��

�����
����
��������������������	�������������

��
������������
�����������
����

�	������������(989) 912-2440

�31+�,'1+6�.2�(30*�
�����������

�������������������
�!�������������

Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
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Are you a long term smoker? 

Are you 55-77 years of age and in generally good health? 
Have you smoked at least a pack of cigarettes per day for the last 30 years? 
Are you a current smoker or one who has quit smoking within the last 15 years? 

 
You may be at an increased risk of lung cancer. 

Ask your provider about this lung cancer screening program  
or call 989-912-6235.  

4675 Hill Street Cass City  989-872-2121  
www.hdghmi.org  

A Lung Cancer Screening Could Save Your Life. 

 
Hills & Dales General Hospital is now offering  

a Low Dose CT (Cat) Lung Cancer Screening Program.  

NATIONAL DAY of Prayer events with the theme of “Wake Up, America”

were held Thursday at several locations in Michigan and across the country,

including one at the Tuscola County Courthouse in Caro that was well attend-

ed.  Addressing the crowd above is Pastor David Dietzel from the Caro

Assembly of God.

Thumb Author Stein pens book honoring vets
Author and Huron County native

Janis Stein pays tribute to Thumb
area World War II veterans in her
new book, “Hometown Heroes:
World War II Veterans Share Their
Stories”, which features the biogra-
phical experiences of 24 men and
women.

From serving in support roles to
fighting bloody battles on the front
lines and witnessing the mass graves
and atrocities Hitler imposed to sur-
viving life in a POW camp, World
War II veterans made unimaginable
contributions and sacrifices. It is this
greatest generation that “Hometown
Heroes” strives to honor, according
to Stein.
This year, 2016, marks the seventy-

fifth anniversary of America’s entry
into World War II. Young men and
women from across Michigan and
beyond left farms and factories, left
their homes and families, to fight and
serve. All braved uncertainties.

Through firsthand interviews, vet-
erans’ photographs and war journals,
“Hometown Heroes” brings to life
the biographical experiences of these
veterans. The majority of veterans
featured in this collection were born
and raised in Huron and Sanilac
counties, while others eventually
made their homes in Michigan’s
Thumb region.

Stein’s 276-page paperback keep-
sake contains over 400 photographs
and in-depth written memoirs pre-
serving the historical experiences of
the following veterans: August
Abraham Jr., Richard Bauer, Alfred
Bohn, George “Pete” DeFrain,
Leonard DeFrain, LaVerne
Hanselman, Leo Klee, Beatrice
(McCarty) Liput, Robert Millerwise,
Ed Mroczek, Mary (Kelly)
O’Connor, Harold O’Neill, Arthur
“Archie” Peplinski, Louis Reid Sr.,
William A. Silverthorn, Helen “Pat”
(Stein) Holliday, Leo Stein, Dr.
Edward Steinhardt, Harold Susalla,
Dr. Manuel Teves, Robert L.
Tschirhart, Merle Van Sickle,
William Wilkins, and Grant Yager.

“I know there are more World War
II veterans in this region, and I apol-
ogize to all of the veterans whose
stories I haven’t yet heard and docu-
mented. I urge these men and women
to share their memories with their
families; likewise, I implore every-
one to ask about their loved ones’
memories. We must work together to
preserve the history of this greatest
generation, and in doing so, may we
never forget,” Stein said.

Julie Purdy of Purdyville
Publishing, LLC, designed
“Hometown Heroes”, and Stein’s
book has earned endorsements from

Terry Brown, John Espinoza and
Mark Rummel.

“The book ‘Hometown Heroes’
documents the lives of men and
women from the Thumb area of
Michigan that shaped our country
and reinforced the foundation of our
local communities,” commented
Brown, a former majority vice chair
for Military and Veterans’ Affairs in
the Michigan House of
Representatives.  “I find it incompre-
hensible to imagine what our world
would be like without these men and
women who left their quiet lives,
donned the uniforms of our country,
and without the benefit of foresight,
established hope in a world of
despair…Too many stories have
already been forever lost.

“This book reminds us not of those
with movie star status, but of the
rank and file with whom all hope
rested,” Brown added.  “Thank you
for these stories that readjust my
life’s perspective and inspire me to
never take for granted the blessings
that were earned by the sacrifice of
others.”

First Sgt. (U.S. Army, retired) and
Vietnam veteran John Espinoza
agreed, saying “Hometown Heroes”
is “a must-read for all students of
military history…a must-read for all
people grateful for the sacrifices of

these veterans…During over 20
years of military service, I was com-
pelled to study military history and
have done so. I pretty much have
studied every major battle in U.S.
history. None of these studies have
told me of the experiences these vet-
erans had.

“Janis Stein has taken the time to
tell us these stories in her book
‘Hometown Heroes’,” added
Espinoza, a retired teacher and for-
mer state representative.

Writer, historian and Sebewaing
native Mark W. Rummel added,
“There’s a disappearing group of
quiet American men and women
who have amazing stories to
tell…Janis tells detailed stories of
how these members of America’s
greatest generation bravely risked
their lives to protect our freedoms
during World War II. Though they
were very young, they were extreme-
ly committed to our country – and
willing to die for it. Hometown
Heroes should be required reading
for students of all ages.” 

Stein was born and raised in Huron
County and continues to call the area
home, along with her husband,
David, and their daughters.

Stein’s other books include
“Schools of Yesteryear, Volume I:

Sand Beach and Sherman
Townships, Huron County” (2008);
“Musings of a Country Girl” (2009);
“Tales of Tragedy & Triumph”
(2011); and “Schools of Yesteryear,
Volume II: Bingham, Paris and
Sheridan Townships, Huron County”
(2014), which earned a state history
award from the Historical Society of
Michigan.

Information on how to obtain a
copy of her latest book is available
by contacting her via email at
janis@steinexpressions.com or by
calling her at (989) 864-5528.

Janis Stein

The Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) is reporting an increase in
Salmonella infections, or salmonel-
losis, among people who have had
contact with live baby poultry. 

Since March 2, there have been 20
cases of salmonellosis with live
chick or duckling exposure reported
throughout the state, and those num-
bers are expected to rise. Six individ-
uals (30 percent) were hospitalized,
according to health officials, who
say the reported cases involve indi-
viduals ranging from younger than
12 months to 70 years of age.

“While raising baby chicks and
having fresh eggs can be fun and
educational, poultry owners should
be aware that chickens and other
birds can carry germs that can
impact human health,” said Dr. Eden
Wells, MDHHS chief medical exec-
utive. 

Symptoms of salmonellosis include
diarrhea, vomiting, fever, and
abdominal cramps. Sometimes a
severe infection occurs and the per-
son needs to be hospitalized.
Salmonella can spread from the
intestines to the bloodstream and
other body sites and can cause death
unless the person is treated promptly
with antibiotics.

“Live baby poultry can carry
Salmonella and still look healthy.
Poultry do not get sick like people do
from the bacteria,” said Dr. James
Averill, state veterinarian, Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development (MDARD). “This is
why it’s so important for people han-
dling baby chicks and poultry to
practice good personal biosecurity
such as hand washing because the
bacteria may be present.”

People become infected with
Salmonella when they handle young
poultry or their cages and coops.
Germs can be found on the hands,
shoes, and clothing of those who
handle the birds or work or play in
areas where the birds live and roam.
Young children are especially at risk
for illness because their immune sys-
tems are still developing.

Health officials

say salmonella

risk increases

around poultry


