
by Tom Montgomery
Editor 

Kelly DeLong, a senior from Cass City High School and member of the
Tuscola Technology
Center Marketing
Program, turned some
heads during the DECA
National Competition
last week in Nashville,
Tenn., where she was
one of just six Michigan
students recognized for
outstanding projects.

DECA, previously
known as Distributive
Education Clubs of
America, is an interna-
tional association of high
school and college stu-
dents and teachers of
marketing, management
and entrepreneurship in
business, finance, hospi-
tality, and marketing
sales and service. The
organization prepares
leaders and entrepre-
neurs for careers and
education in marketing,
finance, hospitality, man-
agement and other busi-
ness areas.

According to Cindy
Olson, marketing
instructor at the Tuscola
Technology Center,
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NICK MOYER checks on the progress one of his students is making on get-

ting caught up with homework assignments Friday at Cass City Junior-Senior

High School.  Moyer is director of a new initiative at the school called the

Early Warning Signs Program, which is designed to provide at-risk students

with additional guidance in an effort to reduce academic and behavioral prob-

lems that get in the way of the teens experiencing success in school.

Alexandria Camp

Ashley Osentoski Daniel Rutkowski

Shannon Particka

3 valedictorians,
one salutatorian
top Ubly’s 2016
graduating class

Ubly Community School officials
have announced this year’s honors
students in the district’s Class of
2016.
Topping this year’s class is a trio of

valedictorians who have earned per-
fect 4.0 grade point averages.  They
are Ashley J. Osentoski, daughter of
Craig and Kelly Jo Osentoski of Bad
Axe, Shannon M. Particka, daughter
of Timothy and Joan Particka of
Ubly, and Daniel T. Rutkowski, son
of Thomas and Sandra Rutkowski of
Ubly.

Earning salutatorian is Alexandria
L. Camp, daughter of Lawrence and
Kelly Camp of Harbor Beach.  She
will graduate with a grade point
average of 3.9864.  

Osentoski has been on the Ubly
Please turn to page 7.

Cass City senior DeLong
shines at National DECA
Competition in Nashville

Barrios and Young
battling for county
board seat this year

Races aplenty in

Ellington Township;

not enough candidates

to go around in

Novesta.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Local resident and Cass City
Village Council Trustee Nancy
Barrios will challenge District One
Tuscola County Commissioner
Thomas Young for his seat in the
August primary election.

Young, of Unionville, was appoint-
ed to the post in January following
the resignation of Commissioner
Roger Allen.  Barrios was among
five individuals who sought the
appointment.  She and Young will
now square off in the Republican pri-
mary.

District One is composed of
Columbia, Elkland, Elmwood,
Fairgrove, Gilford and Wisner town-
ships.

That battle is among a handful of
races shaping up both at the county
and township level following the
recent deadline for candidates to file
for the upcoming election.  Residents
in Tuscola County will also be decid-
ing a trio of countywide millage
renewal requests in August.

County seats

Resident in District Three (Dayton,
Fremont, Indianfields, Koylton and
Wells townships) will be electing a
new commissioner, as incumbent
Christine Trisch is not seeking
reelection to the post.  The chal-
lengers are Kim Vaughan and John J.
Sauber, both running on the
Republican ticket.

Seeking reelection to two-year
terms unopposed are Republican
commissioners Thom Bardwell,
District Two (Almer, Ellington,
Kingston and Novesta townships and
the city of Caro); Craig W.
Kirkpatrick, District Four (Arbela,
Millington, Tuscola and Watertown
townships); and Matthew Bierlein,

District Five (Denmark, Juniata and
Vassar townships and the city of
Vassar).  

Also seeking county offices (four-
year terms) unopposed are Tuscola
County Undersheriff Glen Skrent,
who is running to be the county’s
next sheriff – Sheriff Lee
Teschendorf has opted not to seek
another term; Prosecutor Mark E.
Reene; Clerk Jodi Fetting; Treasurer
Patricia Donovan-Gray; and Drain
Commissioner Robert Mantey.

Register of Deeds John Bishop
faces a challenge from former coun-
ty Register of Deeds and fellow
Republican Dan Grimshaw.

Voters will also elect two county
road commissioners.  Seeking the
six-year terms are Michael Zwerk
and Julie M. Matuszak.

Township races

Races are set in three Cass City area
townships, including Ellington,
where incumbent Supervisor Duane
Lockwood is facing a challenge from
fellow Republican Russell Speirs,
and three Republicans – Diane K.
Wilder, Carmell K. Pattullo and Jodi
Beecher — are vying for the treasur-
er’s seat.  Democrat Joddy
Ehrenberg and Republican Bobbie
Mozden, meanwhile, are both run-
ning for the office of clerk.

In addition, two Republicans –
Gregg Campbell and Michael
Wagner – along with Democrat
Patrick Price are seeking two avail-
able trustee seats.
All of the terms are for four years.
In Koylton Township, Supervisor

Doug Kramer is being challenge by
fellow Republican Karl Thom for a
four-year term, and four Republicans
– Justin Boyl, Rex W. Vroman,
Jerome Ford and Kyle Thom – are
vying for a pair of available trustee
seats.

Running unopposed for four-year
terms are Clerk James R. Borek and
Treasurer Faye Stoll.
In Kingston Township, Republicans

Gary S. King, Paul B. VanHorn and
Timothy Ruggles are vying for two
available four-year trustee seats.

Seeking reelection unopposed are
Supervisor Wm. Jesse Zimba, Clerk

Please turn to page 8.

Early warning
School officials: initiative addressing local at-risk
students’ academic, behavior problems is working

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School students assigned to Nick
Moyer find out quickly that not
doing their homework is no longer
an option.  Under Moyer’s watchful
eye, blowing off a class or two – or
the whole day – is going to be a thing
of the past, too.

However, they also learn to trust
Moyer, which often leads to the kids
opening up to him when it comes to
talking about the issues that are get-
ting in the way of achieving success
in school.

The students, 15 of them currently
in grades seven through 10, were all
assigned to Moyer in conjunction
with a new initiative called the Early
Warning Signs Program.

“They’re at-risk kids academically
or behaviorally – or both — and
need some extra guidance so that
they can be successful,” Cass City
School Supt. Jeff Hartel said of the
program, which under Moyer’s
direction is already yielding some

positive results.  After the first nine
weeks, he says, 11 of the 15 students
have improved their grades in at
least one subject, and two of them
have seen their grades rise in most of
their subjects.

School administrators place stu-
dents in the program based on a
number of criteria making them eli-
gible for at-risk services.  The behav-
iors that bring them to Moyer
include attendance issues, failure to
complete assignments, fighting and
demonstrating disrespect to other
students and staff members.

“One of the big things we’re trying
to get down to is the motivation –
why the kids are acting out,” said
Moyer, who has been with the Cass
City Schools since 2008, serving as a
substitute teacher, para-professional
and, for the past four or five years, as
the district’s Title I (federal funding)
director.

Moyer’s role is to work with the
students, building trust and relation-
ships while also serving as a liaison
between the students and their teach-
ers as well as administrators.  He’s

also in contact with parents.
The goals, he explained, include

building respect for the staff and to
show them the teachers are willing to
help them succeed.  “The kids have
blinders on to that.  They’ve been in
the negative so much,” he said.
“They’ve almost been labeled.  It’s
time to break that label, but the kids
don’t feel they can without some
help.

“The first thing they say is, you
don’t understand,” added Moyer,
who tells the kids he does understand
because, as a youth, he struggled
with some of their experiences.  “I
was a bad kid – I made a lot of bad
choices, and it took somebody to say,
hey, you’ve got to turn the corner.”

Moyer’s students don’t spend time
every day in a classroom dedicated
to the Early Warning Signs Program.
But they see plenty of him; whether
they simply feel the need to leave
another class to talk to him about
their frustration or anger over a situ-
ation, or because they’ve failed to
complete assignments or aren’t in

Please turn to page 8.

CASS CITY senior Kelly

DeLong was recognized for an

outstanding project during the

DECA National Competition

last week in Nashville, Tenn. Please turn to page 7.
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Cass City Schools was well repre-

sented recently at the Academic
Games competition held at Saginaw
Valley State University. 

On the high school level, the Red
Hawks’ Technology team took first
place honors, while the Math team

finished as runner-up on the day and
the English team placed third.

On the junior high level, Cass City
finished second.

“They (the junior high students)
competed against eight other
schools. Students are given 60 min-

utes to write an essay and about 60
minutes to answer 25 item response
questions,” said Coach Tana Shrader,
noting the junior high teams do not
specialize in specific subjects. 

The Cass City 2016 Academic
Games team photos appear below. 

Cass City students place at Academic Games 

THE CASS CITY 2016 academic games English team members are, from the

left, CarLee Stimpfel, Maegan LeValley, Chase Winter, Sawyer Cuthrell,

Victoria Cumper, Hope Wilson and Sami Stern. The team is coached by Jane

Reif.

THE CASS CITY 2016 academic games math team members are, from the

left, Michael Rader, Brad Hacker, Jalene Krol, Lauren Dickinson, Lauren

Potter and Shaede Perzanowski. The team is coached by Amy Tamlyn.

THE CASS CITY 2016 academic games technology team members include:

(front row, l-r) Ryan Schmidt, Darren Miller (back row, l-r) Joe Kampo, Tylor

Cowdry, Matt Ozorowitz and Coach Kurt Tuckey.

THE CASS CITY 2016 Jr. High academic team members include: (front row,

l-r) Sophie Mazure, Marissa Petiprin Ball, Reaven Periso (back row, l-r)

Mary Muter, Taryn Pisarek, Katie Mendrik, Marla Muter and Kris Nika. The

team is coached by Tana Shrader.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Xena the Warrior Princess – 

research, procrastination and happy endings

– even though she hardly ever watches movies and tends
to fall asleep on the couch when she does. Still, research
is research; I remind myself it’s all for a good cause and
sometimes you have to take one for the team.
I’m not a total chump and do harbor a sliver of discern-

ment. I didn’t click on every link I encountered. That
wouldn’t be prudent or professional (or discerning). I
avoided an article outlining the history of the cell phone
because I’ve lived out that journey in person. Perhaps
I’ll write about it someday. Also took a pass on an image
of what Xena the Warrior Princess looks like now. There
was no need. I am not and wasn’t ever aware of what
Xena the Warrior Princess (in the human form) looked
like then, so I wouldn’t even know the difference. 

Not that I’d need to. I’ve already seen the puppy story
and in my world Xena will forever walk on four legs.
Like I said, I love happy endings. 
—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright, author and member of the
National Society of Newspaper Columnists. Don’t miss
a slice; follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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Study: leaders happy
with law enforcement
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

A recent University of Michigan study revealed what
many of us in the Thumb already know: most local offi-
cials are satisfied with law enforcement services.

The study also indicated more than half of officials
from the state’s largest jurisdictions say their funding is
insufficient – a problem local law enforcement agencies
are all too familiar with as well, prompting them to
scramble for grant funding in order to keep up with the
latest technology without busting small town budgets.

The report, compiled by the University of Michigan’s
Center for Local, State, and Urban Policy (CLOSUP),
presents the opinions of local government leaders on
law enforcement services in their community, including
perceptions of crime, satisfaction with and funding for
law enforcement services.

The Fall 2015 Michigan Public Policy Survey (MPPS)
questioned local government leaders from 1,418
Michigan jurisdictions (counties, cities, townships and
villages) regarding law enforcement issues in their
jurisdictions.

The results showed local government leaders general-
ly express high levels of satisfaction with law enforce-
ment in their jurisdiction, and also believe their citizens
are satisfied with law enforcement services, if at slight-
ly lower levels than the leaders’ own satisfaction.

Key findings included:
*Statewide, more than half (54 percent) of local lead-

ers statewide said drug crimes are a problem in their
community, and 48 percent said property crimes such as
burglary, vandalism, identity theft, or embezzlement are
a community problem. Violent crimes and public-order
offenses such as drunk driving and disorderly conduct
are seen as less common.

*However, satisfaction with law enforcement services
is high, with local officials statewide saying they are
either somewhat or very satisfied with performance of
the state police (74 percent), county sheriffs (79 per-
cent), and local police (94 percent) in those jurisdic-
tions that have them.

*When it comes to local law enforcement services, 28
percent of the state’s cities, townships and villages pro-
vide police services directly by running their own police
departments, 24 percent contract for law enforcement
services with another provider, and 48 percent do nei-
ther, instead simply relying on the county sheriff and/or
state police to respond when called.

*Overall, 22 percent of officials reported they do not
have sufficient funds to meet their law enforcement
needs, but few have or plan to seek out new millages to
fund services.

As we see it, Thumb residents are especially fortunate,
because we have not only a strong law enforcement
presence, but also a law enforcement community that is
successfully tackling some big city issues – heroin and
other narcotic trafficking, criminal sexual conduct,
assault, etc. – on meager budgets.

With few exceptions, our law enforcement agencies
have also demonstrated, time and time again, their ded-
ication to community-oriented policing, a strategy of
policing that focuses on law enforcement building ties
and working closely with members of communities to
address public safety concerns.
That’s the sort of effort that doesn’t frequently make the

headlines, but it plays a key role in making our towns
and neighborhoods better – and safer – places to live,
work and raise our families.

The combination of a blank page and a column dead-
line should be motivating. Should be. 
However, I’ve heard this duo can provoke a person to

employ any number of creative time-wasters, hardly
any of which include putting actual words on paper.
But I wouldn’t know firsthand. I’m only imagining,
because that’s what writer’s do best. Well, that and
write, I suppose, but I’m getting sidetracked and
wouldn’t want to do that. It would be a waste of time. 

Here’s the rub: writing isn’t just writing. It involves
research and procrastination and often some overlap
between where one ends and the other begins.

When faced with a deadline, a writer might find her-
self scrolling on social media, clicking on link after
link sifting through a considerable amount of whatev-
ers and whatnots engaging in activity loosely referred
to as “research.” The serious investigative inquiry
required by a serious columnist (much like myself) is
critical to the writing process and, like a deadline, is
nearly impossible to avoid. 

In my professional experience, I’ve found a certain
amount of research – otherwise known as uncontrolled
scrolling – is inevitable, albeit not always required. 
The result of this research most often falls into one of

three categories: significant, insignificant and beyond
insignificant. One is useful; the other two may be,
depending on the writer’s talent, creativity, proximity
to deadline and overall desperation. Furthermore, sep-
arating the wheat from the chaff requires diligence,
concentration, perseverance and the ability to click on
link after link while waiting patiently for the slowest
of pages to load. 

Today I conducted considerable research, all in the
name of getting it right for you, dear reader. Your
appreciation is noted and appreciated. Back at you. In
order to serve you better, I muddled through the signif-
icant, insignificant and beyond, but I’m not one to
judge. I’ll leave that up to you. Said research includ-
ed:
An enticing invitation to “Click here to see jaw-drop-

ping historic photos of amazing people!” (Most I did-
n’t recognize.) There was Goldie Hawn eating a ham-
burger and Clint Eastwood skateboarding – both in
1964 but not together. The takeaway? Maybe 1964
was a pretty big year – significant even. Or maybe not.

Cleaning hacks, home improvement hacks, garden-
ing hacks, life hacks, cooking hacks, fishing hacks,
decorating hacks and laundry hacks. The Internet is
full of hacks, and one can basically conclude that any-
thing containing a hack is anything but. In a word: I
love hacks.

The same can be said of animal rescue stories. I
watched a few (okay maybe half a dozen) but one
about a pup named Xena the Warrior Princess and a
boy with autism tugged at the heartstrings. I hate ani-
mal cruelty, but enjoy happy endings. Xena the
Warrior Princess has a very happy ending.

Research can take you in a number of directions. An
hour before deadline, a person might find herself inex-
plicably Googling descriptions of movies she’s never
watched in order to see if she might want to sometime

Charmaine Fahrner came across this bit of trivia from
a story printed in the Hawk Herald in 1979. She
thought I might find it interesting – and I do – so I’ll
share it with you. 

The school newspaper wrote: Mr. Paul Smarks died
Monday, Feb. 18 after a serious illness of 18 months.

He taught and coached at Cass City High School
between 1925 and 1927. He replaced Mr. Geister who
resigned the year before.

In 1927 his basketball team compiled a 6-1 record.
The games were then played in the Cultural Center.

Smarks donated a trophy to the school to be given to
the top athlete in the school. 

The bachelor gave financial aid to athletes during the
depression. He helped by paying for shoes, clothing,
books, etc.

Smarks taught at the old high school. The foundation
of the building can still be seen on dry summer days
from the Intermediate School’s third floor.

Born in Pelston, he graduated from Central State
Teachers College (Now Central Michigan University).
Smarks founded the Michigan Coach Association. He
also donated $50,000 to establish MHSC’s Hall of
Fame at CMU. The Hall of Fame members include 300
coaches and five special members including President
Gerald Ford.

**********

There’s nothing better than experiencing Michigan’s
outstanding fishing! And for me last Saturday’s annual
trout opener ranks towards the top of the list of fishing
adventures.
With more than 3,000 miles of Great Lakes shoreline,

more than 11,000 inland lakes, and tens of thousands of
miles of rivers and streams you’re never without an
opportunity to drop a line here in Michigan.

Don’t miss your chance to explore our state’s world-
class fisheries – for FREE! Come on out as part of the
2016 Summer Free Fishing Weekend: Saturday, June
11 and Sunday, June 12.

As part of this weekend, all fishing license fees are
waived for two days with residents and out-of-state vis-
itors allowed to enjoy fishing on both inland and Great
Lakes’ waters for all species of fish during their respec-
tive open seasons. Please note all other regulations still
apply during that time.  

**********

Maybe fishing isn’t your thing. Maybe your thing is
big game hunting. 

And if that’s the case, our state’s 2016 bear and elk
hunting application period is open now through June 1.
A total of 200 elk and 6,896 bear licenses will be avail-
able for the 2016 hunting seasons.

Hunters can apply online at mi.gov/huntdrawings, or
at any authorized license agent or DNR Customer
Service Center. See the 2016 Michigan elk and bear
hunting digests for more details.
Applications are $5. A base license is not required for
the purchase of an application. Only Michigan resi-
dents are eligible to apply for an elk license. Bear
licenses are available for both residents and nonresi-
dents; however, no more than 2 percent of licenses in
any bear management unit will be issued to nonresi-
dents.

**********

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson drove a Harley-
Davidson motorcycle to a news conference at Oakland
Community College’s Auburn Hills campus Monday to
highlight the critical need for motorists and motorcy-
clists to safely share the road.

Johnson rode to the news conference from the ABC
Harley-Davidson dealership in Waterford Township to
publicize May as Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month..
“The road beckons on a beautiful day and that means
more motorcyclists will be out riding,” said Johnson,
who rode her first motorcycle at the age of 12.  “We’re
here today to remind everyone that whether you drive
two, three or four wheels, safety on the road begins
with you.”
Motorcycle safety is an important issue in Michigan.
Statistics show that 80 percent of motorcycle crashes
result in injury and death.
Remember: Look twice to save a life!

Clarke Haire

Publisher

Tom Montgomery

Editor

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

High fives to all the Little League parents responsible
for the great improvements to the baseball fields.

In my opinion, our Little League diamond is the best
in the state – maybe the whole Midwest.

Hundreds of cars were in the park Saturday for the
opening of the baseball and softball season.  I think
they will agree our park is one of Cass City’s greatest
assets.

Check it out!

Geraldine Prieskorn
Cass City

Little League facility
here second to none
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges last week
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Carl J. Bastian, 27, Shelby
Township, was sentenced to 330
days in jail and 18 months probation
following his pleas of guilty to two
counts of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer, and one
count of operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor,
second offense, Nov. 26 in Dayton
Township.

The jail time was deferred by the
court, which ordered the defendant
to pay court costs and fines totaling
$1,508.

*Kirk I. Pero, 45, Vassar, was sen-
tenced to 61 days in the county jail
following his plea of guilty to deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana, sub-
sequent offense, June 19 in Vassar
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $858 plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Scott D. Hatch, 45, Flint, was sen-

tenced to four to 22 ½ years in prison

following his plea of no contest to a
charge of home invasion, second
degree, between May and August
2012.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $858 plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Travis S. Stec, 37, Akron, received

a one-year delayed sentence follow-
ing his pleas of no contest to charges
of interfering with electronic com-
munications, and assault or assault
and battery Jan. 6 in Akron
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,158 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Zachary JD Neuville, 29, Caro,
pleaded guilty to assaulting, resist-
ing or obstructing a police officer
Feb. 26 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Eric E. Cook, 34, Lapeer, pleaded

no contest to charges of domestic
violence Jan. 30 in Denmark
Township, and to larceny in a build-
ing and stealing/retaining a financial
transaction device without consent
of the device holder Jan. 29-30, also
in Denmark Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at a
combined $68,000.  Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Michael A. Periso, 28, Caro, was
sentenced to 210 days in jail and 36
months probation following his pleas
of no contest to charges of assault
with a dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) and domestic violence
between Sept. 7 and Sept. 12 in
Indianfields Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $2,298.

*Christopher L. Vollmar II, 36,
Akron, was sentenced to 365 days in
jail and 36 months probation follow-
ing his plea of no contest to assault
with a dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) Oct. 26 in Fairgrove
Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,618.

Mayville motorist, 72, dies in crash
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
are continuing their investigation
into a one-vehicle traffic crash that
claimed the life of a county resident
Thursday.

Deputies responded to Saginaw
Road near Oak Road in Vassar

Township at about 2:40 p.m., accord-
ing to Undersheriff Glen Skrent.

“They found that a vehicle had been
eastbound on Saginaw Road,
swerved into the westbound lane and
then left the roadway. It then struck a
driveway, causing it to go airborne
and land in the ditch,” Skrent report-
ed.  “Witnesses and responding
deputies attempted CPR on the driv-

er, who was not breathing, but were
unsuccessful and the subject was
declared deceased at the scene.”

The driver, identified only as a 72-
year-old male from Mayville, had
been alone in the vehicle at the time
of the crash.  An autopsy is pending.

Skrent noted deputies were assisted
by Mayville police, MMR
Ambulance, the medical examiner’s
office and the chaplain corp.

Senate passes bill to cut school red tape
The Michigan Senate has passed

legislation designed to significantly
reduce red tape for public schools
across the state.

Senator Phil Pavlov, chairman of
the Senate Education Committee and
lead sponsor of the legislative pack-
age, said Senate Bills 754-767 would
eliminate unnecessary and redundant
paperwork and streamline reporting
requirements.

“Red tape in any organization
means wasted time and frustration,
but this kind of bureaucracy for our
schools — specifically the red tape
of endless forms and reports — is
even more serious because it takes
away from learning,” said Pavlov
(R-St. Clair Township). “Reducing
these burdensome requirements
means educators can spend more

time focusing on student achieve-
ment.”

The legislation has been widely
praised by statewide education lead-
ers as helping schools redirect their
attention to the important task of
educating students. The Michigan
Association of School
Administrators (MASA) considers it
a top priority for their membership.

“There are more reports than there
are school days for school districts,”
said Brad Biladeau, MASA’s associ-
ate executive for government rela-
tions. “We’ve heard from school dis-
tricts that have hired or designated
individuals whose sole function is to
respond to these state and federal
reports.”

Michigan school districts are man-
dated to prepare and submit hun-
dreds of reports to state and federal

entities. These reports can be time-
consuming and tedious to produce
and are often redundant or even
obsolete by the submission date.

Education reporting requirements
are sprinkled throughout Michigan
law — not just in the state’s educa-
tion code. Unfortunately, there is no
published comprehensive index to
easily locate all mandated reports,
and these reports are costly, often
taking a great deal of staff time and
resources.

“The bills we passed…direct valu-
able school resources toward the
classroom rather than Lansing,”
Pavlov said. “Educators will be able
to spend less time on paperwork and
more time teaching our kids.”

SBs 754-767 now head to the
Michigan House of Representatives
for further consideration.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

For nearly half a century Cass City
has recognized its top civic-minded
individuals each year by naming a
Junior Citizen and Citizen of the
Year recipient. Never during that
time has one person went on to
accept both awards, considered by
many as the most prominent honor
in the community. That changed
Saturday night at Northwood
Meadows, when Ken Martin, Jr.
was declared Cass City’s 2011
Citizen of the Year during the
Chamber of Commerce Annual
Community Dinner gathering.
Rewind 31 years and many long-
time locals will recall Martin’s high
school days when he was a force for
the Red Hawks in football, baseball,
and basketball, while graduating as
the class salutatorian in 1980 before
being selected as Cass City’s Junior
Citizen of the Year.
Cass City senior McKensie Parrish

will have a long list of achieve-
ments to be proud of following her
graduation from Cass City High
School in May. A stellar athlete,
who most likely will be named the
Red Hawk’s female athlete of the
year in 2011, has earned numerous
sports rewards in volleyball, basket-
ball, softball, and track over the
course of her 4- year tenure in high
school. Parrish’s service to the com-
munity and academic honors over
that time span are equally impres-
sive. Active in her church youth
group, she recently took a mission
trip to the Dominican Republic to
help those in need. She has also vol-
unteered her time working with the
Red Cross, the school’s backpack
program and Big Brothers/Big
Sisters Lunch Buddy program.
Parrish has also lent a hand working
at the Rotary dinner, senior ball,
Adopt-A-Highway cleanup, Quilt
Retreat, Millionaires’ Ball and as a
volunteer in an orphanage.

Longtime Tuscola County Friend
of the Court Mary Lou Burns spent
a few moments with her boss,
Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge
Patrick R. Joslyn, Friday morning in
her office at the county courthouse
in Caro. Burns, of Cass City, will
officially retire this week after 20
years on the job, a career she took
on after 18 years of serving as a reg-
istered nurse and office manager for
the late Dr. H.T. Donahue in Cass
City.

Tim and Tina Reiber, Gary and
Kim Barnes, and Glenn Guilds
announce the engagement of their
children, Danielle Guilds and Eric
Reiber. Danielle and Eric are both
employed with the city of
Kalamazoo. A Sept. 17, 2011 wed-
ding is currently being planned at
the Dow Gardens.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Hurlers Brad Hartel and Derryll
Schenk helped run Cass City’s
record to 9-0 with complete game
wins over Harbor Beach. Hartel
tossed his second one-hitter on the
season, yielding the Pirate’s lone hit
in the final frame. He fanned 7 and
issued 3 walks. Schenk recorded 6
strikeouts and retired the final 10
batters in order. Schenk didn’t allow
an earned run and surrendered 3 hits
and no walks. 

The Cass City Red Hawk softball
team prepped for the challenging
games ahead on its schedule last
week with 5 wins and one loss, all
on the road. Cass City split games
with Harbor Beach Monday and
defeated Cros-Lex Wednesday and
Sandusky Thursday in doublehead-
ers. In the Harbor Beach game, the
Hawks got off to a flying start
against the Pirates as Courtney
Rabideau threw a perfect game to
win and her mates backed her with
an 8-hit attack for an 11-0 win. The
second game was a different story.
The Pirates won a tight pitching
duel, 2-1, as Brittney Braun earned
the decision over Emily Schinnerer.   

Teachers leaving the system (Cass
City Schools) and receiving a retire-
ment bonus of $30,000 payable at
$10,000 a year are: Peggy Gogola,
1978-79, fourth grade; Michael
Gogola, 1978-79, sixth grade; Mary
Jo Mantey, 1978-79, fourth grade;
Marilyn Mastie, 1972-73, fifth
grade; Linda Gray, 1979-80, fourth
grade; Jacquie Zawilinski, 1972-73,
high school library; and Daryl
Iwankovitsch, 1984-85, eighth
grade. (From The Haire Net)

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Wills were
Monday supper and evening guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wills at Port
Austin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Osentoski and

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Cleland Jr. were
Sunday supper guests of Mrs. Alex
Cleland, Carol Laming and Mrs.
Herbert Hichens. Phyllis Pelton of
Shabbona was an afternoon guest.

Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class
Wayne H. Pettinger, son of Harold
G. and Velda J. Pettinger, Ubly,
recently returned from deployment
to the Middle East in support of
Operation Desert Storm while serv-
ing aboard the guided missile
destroyer USS Sampson, homeport-
ed in Mayport, Fla. Operation
Desert Storm was the largest
deployment of U.S. military forces
since Vietnam. The operation was in
response to Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait and threat to Saudi Arabia.
A 1979 graduate of Ubly High
School, Pettinger joined the Navy in
1986.

Amy M. Townsend daughter of
Robert and Carole Townsend,
Deford, recently graduated from
Grand Valley State University. She
earned a bachelor of science degree
in psychology and special educa-
tion, with an emphasis in hearing
impairment and emotional impair-
ment, and a minor in elementary
education. While attending Grand
Valley, Townsend held several
offices, including president of the
school’s Council of Exceptional
Children, a student branch of the
special education professional
organization. She currently is seek-
ing employment in the teaching
field in early elementary or special
education. 

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Ten bio-disc filters, part of the sec-
ond stage in the treatment process,
were installed at the Cass City
wastewater treatment plant
Thursday and Friday. Each weighs
12 tons, is 12 feet in diameter and 2
feet long. They were manufactured
in Wisconsin.

Born April 24, to Mr. and Mrs.
Benjamin Hennessey of Cass City, a
boy, Nathan Allen.
Noreen Hartwick was honored at a

bridal shower Sunday afternoon,
given by her bridal attendants. Over
50 ladies attended the fete in the
Baptist church social room. Miss
Hartwick and Ed Keating will be
married May 23.
Mrs. Gerald Stilson entertained the

Past Worthy Matron club of Kedron
chapter OES of Caro Monday
evening. Fifteen attended and the
meeting began with dessert served
by the hostess. Lila Pearsall
presided over the business meeting,
after which the group played
pinochle.

Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher Sr.
attended the wedding Saturday, in
the First Baptist church at Bad Axe,
of Linda Stone, a niece-in-law of
Mrs. Fisher. The groom is Eric
Engler. The Fishers and Mr. and
Mrs. Lloyd Finkbeiner also attend-
ed the reception at Colony House.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Paul Clabuesch of the Thumb
National Bank and Trust Co. of
Pigeon this week announced that
the bank has made application for a
branch office in Cass City.
According to Clabuesch, it takes
two to three months for authorities
to grant or deny applications for a
branch outlet. The plot is 246x300
feet. If permission is received, the
bank is prepared to begin operations
almost immediately using a mobile
home as a bank until a permanent
structure can be erected.   

Mrs. Evelyn Beardslee of Pontiac
and Leon Beardslee of Tavinear,
Fla., announce the engagement of
their daughter, Pamela, to Richard
Roth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Burton
Roth of Sebewaing. The couple are
both employed by Cass City Public
Schools and will reside in Cass City
after their wedding. A June 12 cere-
mony is being planned.

Married April 29 by Rev. Eldred
Kelley, pastor of Salem UM
Church, were Miss Marty Pickest of
Akron and I. Carlton Teller of Cass
City. Following a week-end trip,
they will be making their home in
Cass City.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)

An estimated 300 persons saw
local acts win prizes in both the sen-
ior and junior divisions of the show
Saturday evening at Cass City High
School. In the junior competition,
“The Jazz-ettes”, a modern jazz
group of seven girls from Bad Axe,
Ubly, Pigeon and Caseville, won the
first prize of $30. Second place and
$20 was won by DeLynn Lerash, 4,
and Charles Nugent, 5, of Bad Axe
with a song and dance number.

Splitting $10 in a tie for third were
Jerry and Gary Bitterling, guitar
duet, and Jeff Profit, drum solo.
David Holder of Fairgrove took the
fourth-place prize of $5 with an
accordion solo. In the senior divi-
sion, the Bat Men, Miles Profit, Ken
Hiatt and Randy Aleksink, won $40
and first prize for their instrumental
number. Eileen Hicks and
Rosemary Fritz sang their way into
second place and $30 with two duet
selections. A third place tie was
decreed by the judges for the per-
formances of Kathy Miller of Yale,
an acrobatic number, and Don
Greenleaf of Cass City, playing the
organ.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard McElvogue
and sons, Mr. and Mrs. James
Dodge and daughter, all of Bay
City, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Pratt and
family of Flint, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Henderson of Auburn Heights, Mrs.
Elaine Lane and Owen York of
Westminster, Calif., were Sunday
guests of Mrs. Thelma Pratt and A.
H. Henderson.

Mrs. Mack Little was an overnight
guest Friday night of her daughter
and husband, Mr. and Mrs. Murray
Caister, in Caro. Evening guests in
the Caister home were the Keith and
Harold Little families and Mr. and
Mrs. Lee Hartel and family. Ice
cream and cake were served. The
family gathering was to celebrate
the birthday of Mrs. Mack Little.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Robert Brown, who has completed
a six months’ course in the aeronau-
tic school of the University of
Chicago, spent the week-end at the
home of his mother, Mrs. Robert
Brown, in Cass City. He reported
Wednesday morning at Selfridge
Field near Mt. Clemens.

Willis Campbell of Cass City was
elected superintendent of the beef
cattle department of the Michigan
State Fair when the board of direc-
tors of that organization met recent-
ly. He was notified Friday that he
was the unanimous choice of the
directors to succeed himself in that
position which he held for the first
time last year.

Those having anniversary parties
usually receive gifts, but that proce-
dure was reversed Saturday at the
Sommers’ Bakery birthday celebra-
tion. There 275 persons were treat-
ed to doughnuts and coffee and
three persons were awarded three
beautiful Mother’s Day cakes which
will be presented to them tomorrow.
Most of the guests at the party
hailed from Tyre, Gagetown, Ubly,
Decker, Cass City, Kingston,
Snover, Unionville, Owendale and
Deford which portrays, in part, the
range of territory from which peo-
ple come to trade in Cass City. Mr.
and Mrs. Sommers were happy to
entertain so many of their customers
and consider the party a very suc-
cessful event.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

Fire of unknown origin destroyed
the bean and grain elevators, ware-
house and garage of the Deford
Grain and Lumber Co. Tuesday,
entailing a loss not far from
$15,000.00. The fire was discov-
ered shortly before noon and started
at the top of the elevator, apparently
in the cupola. As Deford is without
fire protection, the fight to save the
elevator and warehouse was a los-
ing one and soon had to be aban-
doned and all efforts were directed
to save near-by buildings.
Fortunately for the village, little
wind was blowing and that was
away from the village proper. Under
other circumstances the whole town
might have been in ashes. Peter
Daugherty’s hotel had a narrow
escape and at one time citizens gave
up the fight at this point. Fresh
recruits took up the battle a little
later and the hotel still stands. The
lumber sheds and A. L. Bruce’s
store also had close calls. The
Deford Grain Co.’s loss on the
buildings is estimated at $5,000.00.
Their stock was valued at
$10,000.00. The buildings were
covered by insurance for about one-
half their value. The stock was fully
insured.

I’m not sure I’ll ever have the patience my grandfather did when it

comes to taking a youngster fishing, although I believe I’m better at

it these days.

I suspect my problem is I’m always trying to fix everything for the

kids – coach them step by step – when they go to bait hooks, cast,

hook fish, land fish, hold fish – as if my expert instruction, angling

skills and experience are going to keep them from doing all of the

awkward and wrong things I did when I was a kid developing what

would become a lifelong passion.

Truth is, trying to fix things isn’t what they really need from me, any

more than my wife, Deb, needs me to “fix her” when she’s upset.

Confidentially, I still don’t really understand the whole “I just want

you to listen – not fix it” thing women torture men with from time to

time.  It’s sort of like a short video I watched on Facebook not long

ago, in which a young couple is talking.  The woman literally has a

nail in her forehead and is trying to explain to her hubby/boyfriend

the pain and tension she’s feeling – a pain in her head that she just

can’t fully describe.  He begins to suggest that they remove the nail

for starters, and she immediately admonishes him: “You’re not listen-

ing to me!”

It’s not easy being a husband.  It’s also not easy being a columnist

who frequently wanders from the subject at hand.  Maybe I’ll address

the “just listen and don’t fix it” dilemma in a future column.  Of

course, if I do ever figure out what’s wrong, I’ll probably try to fix it

first.

Anyway, I recently enjoyed a quick trip out to my pond with two of

my grandsons, and if Curly Howard could have come back from the

dead to join us, I’m certain the outing would have been outstanding

material for a Three Stooges short (minus most of the eye pokes).

After briefly instructing the boys, ages nine and 11, in the fine art of

baiting a hook with a minnow, I pointed to the water and told them to

start casting.  Evidently I wasn’t specific enough, however, as the eld-

est grandson could only seem to find the water about half the time,

and when he did, the patience level of an 11-year-old took over, and

he was reeling the bait back in 3.4 seconds later, probably out of the

mouth of a hungry young bass.

The other grandson, meanwhile, did okay with the casting, but most-

ly stood there, face cast downward, mumbling that he was never

going to catch a fish.  I reassured him he would, especially if he con-

sidered trying to keep an eye on his bobber, which had been taken

down by a hungry fish a few times during our conversation. 

After 15 minutes, the boys were certain there were, in fact, no fish in

the pond, in spite of the fact that Grandpa pulled out a largemouth

bass, a fat bluegill and nice rainbow trout.  Of course, grandpas are

always lucky, right?

I told the boys that there’s a direct correlation between the amount

of time a bait is in the water and the number of fish an angler catch-

es, but they just sort of stared at me like I do when my son tries to

explain some computer programming thingy he’s mastered. 

In the end, the eldest grandson did manage to catch a 10-inch bass.

I’m still not sure how.  I don’t see many fish hanging from tree limbs

or sunning themselves on waterlogged stumps, which is where most

of his casts landed.

Oh, well.  Like I said, the grandkids don’t need me to talk them to

death while they’re figuring out how to put a few fish on a stringer —

they just want me to be there.

And that’s okay, because it’s an investment in time that will pay off

several-fold in the future as they increase their knowledge and polish

their angling skills.  They’ll come to learn the same things their

grandfather figured out long ago; that persistence and a little luck

will reward them in good time.

No need to fix that.
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Charles Stuart Auten

Charles Stuart Auten, 88, of Cass City died unexpectedly Saturday, September 26, 2015 in Covenant Medical
Center, Cooper Campus, Saginaw.  

He was born May 7, 1927 in Cass City, the youngest of four children born to Meredith B. and Virginia (Wilsey)
Auten.  

He married Lois Jean Jersey September 14, 1949 in Boyne City.  They recently cele-
brated their 66th wedding anniversary. 
As a young man, Chuck was very active in athletics, particularly Track and Field and

Football.  He received many first place awards throughout his high school athletic
career.  In football Chuck was given the honor of being voted most valuable player
by his teammates.  In 1945, the first varsity club was formed and Chuck was elect-
ed the first president.  They named the athletic teams “Red Hawks”.

Chuck held many jobs as a young man, contributing to keeping the economy
strong.  At the age of 14 he drove the garbage route in Cass City which he did all
through high school on Saturdays.  He also had the Detroit Free Press route all
through high school and was a pin setter at the bowling alley.  During summer vaca-
tions, he was lifeguard at the pool, mowed grass at the cemetery, drove a dump truck
for Hunt Construction and used a pick and shovel digging and replacing gas lines in
Bad Axe for L.E. Meyers.

In 1945, Chuck joined the U.S. Navy.  It was the end of World War II.  He spent most
of this time in the Philippines.  After his marriage he was drafted a second time, finishing
his tour during the Korean War.  College found Chuck at Bowdoin College in Brunswick, ME.
His time there was dominated by running the half mile.  He received many first place awards against many college
teams including Maine State and Vermont State.  By the time he transferred to Michigan State University he had
had enough of track and did not sign up.

At the age of 22 years and 3 months Chuck became the youngest Ford dealer on record.  His dealership received
Ford’s highest honor of Four Letter Award year after year.  Lois and Chuck also played with real estate with four
apartment buildings and several other buildings in town.    Chuck served on the board of directors of Cass City State
Bank, Hills and Dales Hospital, Chamber of Commerce and Ford Dealer Board.  He was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Cass City since his birth.  Chuck and Lois owned Huntsville Mobile Home Park, the Ford
Garage Building and were part owners of Lake Properties in Port Austin at one time.
After retirement, Chuck and Lois enjoyed traveling, spending summers in Boyne City and Charlevoix and winters

in North Carolina and Florida.  They also enjoyed their air stream trailers and the travel options these opened for
them.  

Chuck is survived by his wife, Lois; daughter:  Jill (Thomas) Thompson of Cass City, Barbara (Edwin) Gregory
of Dallas, TX; grandchildren:  Jody (Christopher) Hoffman, Tyler (Chris) Lieberman, Kathryn (Michael) McLeod;
great-grandsons:  Landon, Aiden and the third great-grandson due in October; sister-in-law, Jeanne Auten of
Bradenton, FL.  Chuck will also be missed by his nieces, nephews and their families:  Peter Schmidt-Fellner, Blair
Schmidt-Fellner, Mark Schmidt-Fellner, Mardi Auten Coury, Andrew Auten, Chas Auten, Rick Jersey, Nancy
Merrill and Tim Jersey.  

He was preceded in death by his sisters:  Charlotte (Alex) Schmidt-Fellner and Carolyn Auten; brother, Frederick
Auten; brother-in-law, Wallace and Marilyn Jersey; and many dear friends.
A graveside service will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, May 7, 2016 in Elkland Township Cemetery with the Rev.

Linda Graham of First Presbyterian Church of Cass City officiating.  
Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  

Lorine Hartman

Lori P. Muntz Raess Hartman, 88, passed away April 10, 2016.  
She was born on June 10, 1927 to the late Homer and Nellie Muntz in Cass City, Michigan.
After graduating from Central Michigan University, where she met her husband

Daniel Raess, Lori moved to Cuyahoga Falls and taught at Cuyahoga Falls High
School until she retired in 1992. She was a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Cuyahoga Falls.
Lori was preceded in death by her first husband Daniel Raess in 1973; second

husband Fred Hartman in 2000; twin brother Newell Homer and sister Nellie
Marie.  

She is survived by sons Dr. Daniel (Lisa), David (Sharon), and Douglas
(Tamra) Raess; daughter Christine (Tom) O’Boyle; grandchildren Elisabeth
(John) Lagenkamp, Kim (Peter) Lyndsay, Scott and Sydney Raess, Brian and
Katherine Raess, Dylan and Leigha Raess, Patrick, Timothy and Brendan
O’Boyle; great-grandchildren Xavier, Daniel and Raphael Langenkamp; and
sister Velma Bennett as well as many other loving family and friends.  
A memorial service was held April 30 at the Schermesser Funeral Home.
A private family inurnment will take place at Chestnut Hill Cemetery.  
To leave a special message online for the family, visit our website at www.scher-

messerfh.com.
Arrangements were made by Schermesser Funeral Home.

Leland Nicol

Leland Earl Nicol, 65, of Cass City, passed away Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at Covenant Healthcare – Cooper,
Saginaw. 

Leland was born March 1, 1951 in Cass City, the son of Duane and Marcella Irene (Dresser) Nicol. 
He was a member of Novesta Church of Christ and enjoyed 60’s and 70’s music, motorcycles, pipe smoking and

especially his puppy, Hercules. 
Leland is survived by 2 sons, Christopher (Jodi) Nicol of Grand Rapids and Michael (Jenny) Nicol of Williamston,

7 grandchildren, his mother, Irene Nicol of Cass City, 2 sisters, Muriel (Jack) Wygant of Ludington and Judy (Larry)
Nicol of Midland and several nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his father, Duane Nicol. 

A funeral service took place April 29 with Pastor Brad Speirs officiating. Burial will be in Novesta Township
Cemetery, Cass City. 

Please share condolences at www.thabetfuneralhome.
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City. 
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Florence Dyet

Florence Brown Dyet passed away in Tucson, AZ on April 27 in the pres-
ence of her son, daughter-in-law and grandchildren. 

Florence was born on March 24, 1925 in Cass City, MI to Lloyd and Clara
Brown. She grew up on the family centennial farm in Ubly which still func-
tions today as a working dairy farm.  She graduated from Cass City High
School in 1943, then from St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing in Mt.
Clemens, MI as a cadet nurse on March 1, 1947. She married Norris J. Dyet
on August 23, 1947; he preceded her in death in Dec. 2001.

Florence worked in the health care field as a registered nurse for 20 years,
then as a proponent of alternative medicine and in sales of Shaklee products.
She was a firm advocate for natural foods and supplements before it became
popular and trendy.  She and Norris retired to Tucson from Waterford, MI in
1990 where she enjoyed many hours sewing, gardening outdoors and travel-
ing.

She is survived by 4 children; Sue McCutcheon (Donald) of Rockwood,
TN; Michael Dyet (Maggie) of Tucson; John Dyet (Suzanne) of Pinetop,
AZ;  Anne Dyet of Davison, MI along with 7 grandchildren;  Andrew Klein,
Adam Dyet (Juliana), Travis Dyet, Rachel Dyet, Matt Dyet, Jeff Dyet and
Corey Aho.  Her brother Clare Brown of Ubly also survives.

After a service at Sparks-Griffin Funeral Home in Pontiac, MI on May 5,
2016 at 11:30, she will be interred in Ottowa Park Cemetery in Clarkston,
MI.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to your local Community
Food Bank.

www.ccchronicle.net
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High School Robotics team for the
past three years.  She serves as secre-
tary for the National Honor Society
(NHS) and Student Council. She has
also been a member in band for four
years, is yearbook editor and tutors
other students at Ubly Schools.

Osentoski has earned numerous
academic awards during her high
school career.  She has also volun-
teered throughout the community
and participated in vacation Bible
school, Adopt-A-Family and sum-
mer mission projects, and hunter
safety events.  In addition, she is
active in the local Women’s Life
chapter.

Osentoski plans to attend Grand
Valley State University to study
behavioral neuroscience and pre-
med at the school’s honors college.

Particka has twice been named
“Student of the Month” at Ubly and
has earned numerous academic
awards and medals during her four
years in high school.  In addition, she
has been active in student council.
She has been a member of the cross

country team throughout high
school, earning All-Conference
Scholar Athlete honors and an
Academic All-State Award.  She has
also been a state qualifier in the
sport.  She competed as a member of
the track team for two years as well.

A member of the NHS, FIRST
Robotics Team and Quiz Bowl —
serving as team captain the past two
years – Particka has also been active
in the band program, including the
jazz band.  She plays trumpet in the
high school band and was selected to
perform with the Tri-County Honors
Band, and has earned top ratings for
her solo and ensemble performances
in each of the past four years.

In addition, she has volunteered
time with the Adopt-A-Family pro-
gram, Thumb Octagon Barn and
other organizations.  She enjoys par-
ticipating in 4-H, raising and show-
ing animals.  She earned Grand
Champion Novice Showman honors
in 2014 and Grand Champion
Novice Showman in feeders last
year.

Her future plans include attending
Michigan State University, where

Continued from page one.

Four graduates top Ubly’s Class of 2016 
she plans to pursue a degree in ani-
mal science with a focus on pre-vet-
erinary science.

Rutkowski has also earned numer-
ous academic medals in addition to
being named “Student of the Month”
each year in high school.  He has
been an active member of the NHS
for three years, serving as president
and vice president. He has been class
president for three years and vice
president of the student council this
year.

Rutkowski has been a member of
the Youth Advisory Committee for
four years, including two years as
president. He has been active in
Family Career and Community
Leaders of America for three years.
Also an FFA member, he has served

as chapter parliamentarian, vice
president and president. He has
received the Outstanding Leadership
Award, Greenhand Degree, Chapter
Degree, Outstanding Junior Degree,
and State Degree.  He has been on
the Parliamentary Procedure Team
for four years. The team received
four Gold ratings at Districts, four
Gold ratings at Regional
Competition, and three gold ratings
and one Silver rating at the State
Competition. Rutkowski served as
chairman of the team and also partic-
ipated in FFA Career Development
Education for four years.

Rutkowski is a past member of the
Huron County Innovative Vehicle
Design Team and spent three years
as part of the 5155 Bearcats First
Robotics team. He participated in
band as a percussionist for four
years, including jazz, pep, concert
and marching band.  He was
crowned Ubly’s 2016 Coming Home
king.

In athletics, Rutkowski played var-
sity football for four years, serving
as team captain and earning the Fred
Ruthko Captain’s Award, the Gus
MacEachin Defensive Award, and
first and second team all-conference
honors.  He is an All-Conference
Scholar Athlete and was an All-State
Lineman Honorable Mention selec-
tion.

In track, he earned first and second
Team all-conference and was named
an All-Conference Scholar Athlete.
He also played with the Huron
County Grindstone Hockey team for

four years, serving as assistant cap-
tain two years.

Rutkowski has been a member of
the Boy Scouts of America for sever-
al years, serving Ubly Troop 585 as
senior patrol leader and troop guide.
He earned scouting’s highest rank –
the Eagle – and is an Order of The
Arrow Member.

In addition, he is an active member
of Bluewater Thumb Youth for
Christ and has been a member of
their Cornerstone Christian Concert
Group for four years.  He participat-
ed in a week-long mission trip to
Steubenville, Ohio, has been a camp
counselor, and attended the Hugh
O’Brian Youth Leadership
Conference, National Young Leaders
Conference, and the Engineering
Scholars program at Michigan
Technological University.

Rutkowski has been employed as
an intern at Wilbur Ellis Solutions
for one summer and Gemini Group
for one summer.  He plans to attend
Michigan Technological University
in the fall to pursue a degree in soft-
ware engineering.

Camp has earned a number of aca-
demic awards and medals, is a mem-
ber of the NHS and served as class
representative as well as senior year-
book editor.  She was a member of
the 2015 homecoming court and a
member of the School Improvement
Strategic Planning Committee.

She competed with the Ubly High
School Equestrian Team, earning
High Point Rider honors all four
years. She also competed in volley-
ball and played hockey and was cap-
tain for the HCHA Snow Leopard
19U Girls’ Hockey Team.

Camp has been very involved in
community service, including in her
role as president of the Rebel Rider’s
4-H Club and volunteer for the 4-H
PEP Program that gives therapeutic
horseback riding lessons to children
and adults.  She has been a Mini
Mite Hockey coach and is an ice
hockey referee.

In the fall, she will attend Grand
Valley State University to major in
Biomedical Sciences, with future
plans to attend medical school and
pursue a career in psychiatry.

Ubly students earning high honors
are Ashley N. Sweeney, Jennifer L.
Gentner, Courtney M. Klee, Lucas
W. Rothe, Jonathan S. Wright and
Elena R. Rodriguez.

Ubly students earning honors are
Macanna R. Briolat, Madison J.
Glaza, Grant A. Hagen, Evan R.
Block, Nicole L. Osantowski,
Rebecca L. Speciale, Trevor A.
Dropiewski, Kasey L. Palmer,
Jacqueline C. Gilbert, Kaylee M.
Block, Jeffrey D. Wright, Aaron R.
Hund, Abigail L. Deering, Blake D.
Schumacher, Michaela M. Partaka,
Ethan R. Hund, Joshua M. Bowman
and Roman J. Weltin.
Ubly’s graduation ceremony will be

Sunday, May 22, in the new gym at 1
p.m.

located in Caro, DeLong earned her seat at the event after completing an
exemplary research project that focused on her future plan to become a vet-
erinarian.
“Kelly adhered to a set of specific criteria and completed a series of reports

in the areas of marketing, management, human resources, promotions and
economics,” Olson explained.  “At both the state and national conventions,
she presented her project to members of business and industry and delivered
a very professional presentation.”

DeLong, the daughter of Misty and Dirk DeLong, was among more than
18,000 students in attendance during the national competition, which is also
considered an international event because some students from other coun-
tries, including Canada, participate.
“It was an honor to simply make it to the International Competition and cer-

tainly very exciting when she was honored on stage for an Outstanding
Project at the Michigan DECA awards ceremony on April 25,” Olson said.  

“Kelly’s project, ‘The Gold Merit Award’ project, had to pass through sev-
eral check points to even qualify,” she noted.  “First it was submitted at an
advisor’s screening in February, and then she presented it to two judges at
the DECA State Conference March 11-33.

“Kelly earned a gold medal on stage at the state conference and was invit-
ed to compete again at the national competition, where she would have the
opportunity to earn additional recognition among the other qualifying
Michigan DECA participants,” Olson said.  “I believe that there were 21
Michigan DECA participants in total in her event at the national convention,
and she was one of only six recognized for an outstanding project.”
Completing her project was a major accomplishment all in its own, accord-

ing to Olson.  “In the end, Kelly compiled over 60 pages of original writing,
intense research and documentation,” she explained.

“She was poised and professional during every phase of the competition,
and her peers from the Tuscola Technology Center DECA (chapter) are very
proud of her since she was our only representative to attend the national
competition this year,” she added.

Continued from page one.

DeLong shines at competition
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KAREN SIMPSON of Cass City recently donated a pet oxygen kit to the

Elkland Township Fire Department to use on pets that have been in smoke-

filled areas.  She is pictured above with Fire Chief Glenn Guilds (far right)

and fire fighters Scott Wright (far left) and Mark Tomlinson.

Carrie Gilley and Treasurer Mary Lou Wolak.
While a few offices are drawing interest, officials in Novesta Township are

facing a vacant supervisor and clerk seats along with a pair of empty trustee
chairs following the recent deadline to file.  Incumbent Clerk Joann M.
Peters is the only official listed as seeking an office in the township.

Currently serving as supervisor is Ralph Zinnecker, while Val Peters is
treasurer, and Marlene Sieradzki and David Little are the trustees.
Officials are facing a similar situation in Wells Township, where Democrats

have filed to run for Supervisor (Melvin L. Witkovsky) and Treasurer
(Patricia Gettel), but no one met the filing deadline to run for clerk or two
trustee seats. 

“My understanding is some of the vacancies will be filled with candidates
filing with no party affiliation,” said Tuscola County Clerk Jodi Fetting, who
noted that filing deadline is Thursday, July 21.

Seeking reelection unopposed in Elkland Township are officials Dan Erla
(supervisor), Ed LaBelle (clerk) and Cindy Kruse (treasurer), along with
trustees Terry Muntz and Tavis Osentoski.

In Elmwood Township, the candidates are incumbents Chris Graff (super-
visor), Connie McNaughton (clerk) and Cheryl L. Kilbourn (treasurer),
along with trustees Joan Sattelberg and Nicholas Bliss.

Millage renewals

County residents are being asked to support three renewal requests, includ-
ing .9657 of a mill for eight more years, through 2023, to provide funding
for repairs and upgrades to primary county roads and streets.

If approved, the tax would raise an estimated $1.674 million in the first
year.  For the owner of a home with a market value of $60,000, the levy costs
$29 annually, while the owner of a $100,000 home pays roughly $48.

Likewise, county officials are seeking renewal of .4807 of a mill for an
additional eight years to pay for repairs and upgrades to the county’s local
bridges as well as for road and street repairs.
If approved, the renewed tax would raise an estimated $833,300 in the first

year.  The levy translates into about $14.40 a year in taxes for the owner of
a $60,000 home, and $24 annually for the owner of a $100,000 home.
The third millage question – renewal of .15 of a mill for eight years – would

continue to fund recycling services in the county.
The millage generates about $262,000 a year and costs $4.50 annually for

the owner of a $60,000 home, and $7.50 for the owner of a $100,000 home.

Township millages

Among Cass City area townships, both Novesta and Koylton townships
will be asking voters to renew millages in August.

In Novesta Township, officials are requesting renewal of one mill for four
years, 2017 through 2020, to fund ditching, grading, graveling and paving of
roads.  
The tax raises about $33,400 a year and costs the owner of a $50,000 home

$25 in taxes, while the owner of a $100,000 home pays $50 annually.
Koylton Township officials, meanwhile, are requesting renewal of two

mills for four years, 2017 through 2020, to pay for road maintenance and
improvements.

Two mills generates $75,000 a year in the township and costs $100 annu-
ally for the owner of a $100,000 home, while the owner of a $60,000 home
pays $60 a year.

Continued from page one.

Races on tap in August primary

school and don’t have a legitimate
excuse.

Sometimes a student is overly frus-
trated and angry with a situation at
home or in school, and the solution is
sitting down with Moyer in his office
to hash it out, instead of taking their
anger out on a locker or another stu-
dent with their fists.  Towards that
end, Moyer has a punching bag
hanging from the ceiling in his
office, and when he’s convinced a
teen really needs to settle down, he
encourages the students to take a few
swings.  Then they talk.

“My office is like a safe haven,”
Moyer said.  “I allow them to
express their views, and stuff just
comes flowing out.

The students know they can count
on Moyer being there, just as they
know he’s a stickler about atten-
dance and homework.  “If the kids
aren’t in school, they’re not going to
pass,” said Moyer, who is notified
about the whereabouts of each of his
students every hour of the school
day.  If they’re missing from a class,
he goes on a search mission.  If they
haven’t shown up at school at all, he

starts by calling a parent or guardian.
When a student doesn’t have a

legitimate excuse for being home,
Moyer is more than glad to provide
them with transportation.  Of course,
sometimes a student has a good
excuse, in which case Moyer does
what he can to help them keep up
with their studies.  “I’ve delivered
homework before, I’ve taken
books,” he noted.

If a student is facing a difficult sit-
uation, such as a death in the family,
Moyer says he strives to keep that
student’s teachers in the loop so
everyone is on the same page.
“The teachers have been great about

letting the kids out of class to see
me,” he said.  “I’m starting to build
the trust of the parents, as well.  It’s
baby steps.”

At the same time, Moyer sets
expectations for students in the area
of homework, requiring student to
complete a certain number at home
or in school based on the circum-
stances.  “If there are 10 or more
missing assignments, they have to
spend the day with me (getting
caught up),” Moyer said.

And he emphasizes other lessons
that play key roles in success.

“The biggest thing is respect –
respect for elders, respect for peers.
I tell them, if you’re able to respect
others, you’re going to get that
respect back,” he said.

“We’re trying to set these expecta-
tions for the kids, that this isn’t just
(about) school; it’s life,” Moyer
added.  “It’s the kids that have to
decide to change.  They have to
decide they want help and then seek
it out, and some of my kids have
done that.  Sometimes it takes a
while.

“I don’t try to parent the kids.  I let
the parents do that.  My main focus
is on academics,” he continued.
“My kids are all bright.  They’re all
able do it (be successful in school).
It’s just an attitude – constant nega-
tivity — that I don’t have to do this
and I don’t want to do this.”

Moyer indicated he’s pleased with
the results of the new initiative so
far.  School officials are, too.

“My assessment is that it’s a very
good program and I believe Nick’s
doing a great job at it,” Hartel said.

“It’s being proactive; instead of
having to deal with them at the board
level with suspension, it gets us to
them before they’ve got so much
homework missing that they can’t
make it up.  It gets us to them before
they have truancy (issues).

“I truly believe in it and I hope we
can keep it going,” Hartel added,
noting the program’s future will
depend on district finances.

Moyer also hopes school officials
will continue to offer the interven-
tion.
“Definitely,” he said.  “It doesn’t let

kids slip through the cracks, and
we’re going to build on it.”

Continued from page one.

New school initiative helping
to turn some students around
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Coaches 
call in your scores to

872-2010 or fax: 872-3810
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Are you a long term smoker? 

Are you 55-77 years of age and in generally good health? 
Have you smoked at least a pack of cigarettes per day for the last 30 years? 
Are you a current smoker or one who has quit smoking within the last 15 years? 

 
You may be at an increased risk of lung cancer. 

Ask your provider about this lung cancer screening program  
or call 989-912-6235.  

4675 Hill Street Cass City  989-872-2121  
www.hdghmi.org  

A Lung Cancer Screening Could Save Your Life. 

 
Hills & Dales General Hospital is now offering  

a Low Dose CT (Cat) Lung Cancer Screening Program.  

STATE SENATOR Mike Green (R-Mayville) is joined by representatives

from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, the Michigan

Waste and Recycling Association, and the Institute of Scrap Recycling

Industries, as Gov. Rick Snyder signs Senate Bill 507 into law.

THE LATEST recipients of the coveted Red Hawk

Award of Excellence are sophomore Alyssa

Sangster (left) and third grade student Alysa Fritz.

Sangster, Fritz named recipients of
the Red Hawk Award of Excellence

The Cass City Board of Education
recently honored the latest recipients
of the district’s coveted Red Hawk
Award of Excellence.

They are sophomore Alyssa
Sangster, daughter of Rob and Leah
Sangster, and third grade student
Alysa Fritz, daughter of Nathan and
Jaime Fritz.

During the months of October,
December, February and April, each
school building staff is asked to
nominate students for the award in
order to recognize students for lead-
ership, service, outstanding behav-
ior, excellent academic performance,
being most improved or other
accomplishments in or outside of
school.
The nominees and their families are

then invited to attend a school board
meeting, during which teachers,
administrators and the board mem-
bers themselves congratulate each
winner and present them with a
maroon ribbon and certificate.

English teacher Barb Graff nomi-
nated Sangster for the honor,
describing her as student who

exhibits all of the pillars of character.
“From the first day in my class-

room, I knew Alyssa was a standout.
Her unassuming manner is what
makes her really unique.  Her humil-
ity and humbleness are things that all
students should take a moment to
notice,” Graff said.

Alyssa exhibits strength of charac-
ter,” she added.  “I had multiple
exchange students in my classroom
who have needed assistance almost
all year.  Alyssa never hesitated
when she was asked to help them.
She did so with a smile on her face.
She has never shied away from help-
ing others.

“She is trustworthy at all times,”
Graff continued.  “I have known all
year that she was my ‘go-to’ girl.
She always tries her best to help oth-
ers.  The responsibility and respect
she has demonstrated all year have
been quite refreshing.  She never
shirks away from who she is.  She
never sets aside her strength of char-
acter just to have fun.

“She can have fun because this is
truly who she is.  She is fair, kind and

caring as well as responsible,
respectful and trustworthy.  She truly
exemplifies what all teachers are
looking for in standout students.”

Third grade teacher Linda Stec,
meanwhile, nominated Fritz for the
Red Hawk award.
“Alysa has been a model student all

year long,” she said in her nomina-
tion letter.  “Alysa is one of, if not
the first, in the classroom to be ready
for the lesson every single time – a
trait teachers love!  She is always
eager to do her best on her school
work.

“Alysa has high standards and
shows it by following the classroom
and school rules with integrity.  She
is respected and well-liked by her
classmates.  Often other students or
her teachers need help and Alysa is
more than willing to help out,” Stec
added.
“It is a pleasure having Alysa in my

classroom this year and I look for-
ward to hearing about her many
accomplishments in the future here
at Cass City Public Schools and in
the community.”

Governor signs Green bill to strengthen recycling

State Senator Mike Green, along
with Gov. Rick Snyder, recently

gathered for a signing ceremony for
Green’s legislation that reforms the

Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act to
strengthen Michigan’s guidelines for
recycling.

The legislation was introduced as a
result of Snyder’s 2014 call to
improve the state’s recycling pro-
grams.

“I am proud to have worked with
everyone who turned this legislation
into a reality,” said Green (R-
Mayville).  “There was a tremendous
amount of work done between indus-
try, the DEQ and the recycling folks,
and as a result, Michigan will now
have an effective means to collect
recycling data in order to help make
accurate future decisions.”

Senate Bill 507, now Public Act 55
of 2016, amends the Natural
Resources and Environmental
Protection Act by adding Part 175,
which sets the guidelines for recy-
cling reporting. Any recycling estab-
lishment will now be required to
report to the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) on an
annual basis via a form provided by
the department.

This will allow the department to
anonymously gather data on the
state’s recycling efforts to eventually
determine, with greater precision, a
statewide recycling rate.

Clarification
A story on the Tuscola’s Stars win-

ners, published in last week’s issue
of the Chronicle, incorrectly referred
to Nice Twice – one of the nominees
for this year’s Business Category
Award – as a business.

The local clothing shop for women
is actually not a business, but rather
a volunteer project launched in 2008
by Dolly Misch and Linda Derfiny,
according to another local resident,
Connie Iwankovitsch.

“It moved to the former Kranz
Funeral Home in 2009, when I took
over Linda’s position as assistant,”
Iwankovitsch noted.  “Dolly stepped
down when I retired from Cass City
High School in 2010.

“There are currently four or five
volunteers who help sort and distrib-
ute women’s clothing for job inter-
views, jobs, court appearances,
funerals, weddings, etc., at no cost,”
Iwankovitsch explained.  “We do
take donations of women’s profes-
sional and dress clothing, and wel-
come calls to help clients by appoint-
ment only.”

Area residents interested in volun-
teering for either Nice Twice or the
Cass City Literacy Council are
encouraged to contact Iwankovitsch
at 872-4667.


