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Fire chiefs relying on mutual
aid to offset lack of numbers
for first-shift emergency runs

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A well-trained and available mem-
bership makes all the difference
when it comes to a volunteer fire
department’s ability to save lives and
reduce property damage when that
siren screams, signaling the call for
these men and woman to put their
lives on the line as they battle heat,

Guilds rarely has to worry about a
lack of dedication among the fire-
fighters in his department, but num-
bers are a different matter altogether.

And he isn’t alone.

A blaze that gutted a trailer house
about six miles southwest of Cass
City last week is a good example; a
half-dozen Cass City firefighters
responded to the 8 a.m. alarm.

“We had to call four departments to

flames and smoke.
Elkland Township Fire Chief Glenn

get 14 guys out to a fire,” said
Guilds, who requested assistance
from the Elmwood
Township-Gagetown,
Kingston and Caro
fire departments.
“It’s getting harder
and harder to get
enough (firemen)” to
respond to alarms on
a regular basis.

“The biggest prob-
lem we have anymore
is soO many guys are
working out of the
area,” Guilds said.
Locally, fewer busi-
nesses allow an
employee/firemen to
leave the job at a
moment’s notice — or
in many cases the
employee can’t afford
to leave — to respond
to an alarm. If they
are able to leave work,
they face the prospect

ELKLAND TOWNSHIP Fire Chief
Glenn Guilds (left) and Caro Fire
Chief Randy Heckroth say one of the
biggest challenges facing volunteer
fire departments these days is ade-
quate attendance for daytime fire and

accident runs. Please turn to page 6.

Deford 4-H model rocket
“dream team” is headed
for national finals again

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A trio of Deford Dazzlers 4-H Club members will be making another trip
to Virginia next month to match their model rocketry skills against the best
competition this nation has to offer.

The Team America Rocketry Challenge (TARC) National Finals invitations
went out Friday, and the Deford contingent learned its qualifying flight eas-
ily made the cut, earning one of 100 coveted spots in the national competi-
tion.

In all, 775 teams — more than 4,000 students — were vying for a position in
this year’s TARC Finals. The Deford Dazzlers is among four teams that will
represent Michigan — two of the remaining three will represent Millington
High School, also in Tuscola County — and just one of five 4-H teams to
make the finals this year.

“This is our sixth year in TARC and fifth year straight of making it into the
finals,” said Mark Hansen, who along with his wife, Patricia, have served as

Please turn to page 8.

!

T ; : 'F )

-

N

]

A MAN LOST his home and his dog in a blaze that gutted his trailer house
about six miles southwest of Cass City last week. Investigators said the home-
owner, Bob “Woody” Wood, 2138 Keilitz Rd., was not insured.

Wood loses home, dog in blaze

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Cass City area man lost his home
and his dog in a fire that leveled his
trailer house about six miles south-
west of the village last week.

The homeowner, Bob “Woody”
Wood, suffered minor burns when he
attempted to re-enter the residence to
save his dog and retrieve the cremat-
ed ashes of his wife, who died early
this year, according to Elkland
Township Fire Chief Glenn Guilds.

Firefighters were dispatched to
2138 Keilitz Rd., located between
Severance and Shabbona roads, at
about § a.m. Tuesday.

Guilds said the blaze was fully
involved when firemen arrived on
scene. “It’s an older trailer house
with a metal roof and sides, and
when they get going, it’s just like an
oven,” the chief noted. “The guys
did a good job for what we had, (but)
when they (trailers) get burning,
instead of venting like a stick-built
house, the whole thing is like an
inferno.

“He (Wood) lost his dog, and his
wife passed away in January. He
went back inside to get his dog and
his wife’s ashes, and he burned the
back of his neck and the back of his
head,” said Guilds, who added Wood
refused treatment at the scene, opting

instead to drive himself to Hills and
Dales General Hospital.

Guilds estimated the loss at rough-
ly $15,000 for the structure and
$5,000 for contents. Wood was not
insured.

Firefighters contacted The
American Red Cross, and a represen-
tative of the organization arrived
shortly thereafter to assist Wood with
temporary housing and other neces-
sities.

Elkland Township firemen
remained at the scene for about three
hours. They were assisted by the
Caro, Elmwood Township-
Gagetown and Kingston fire depart-
ments.

Weekend crash claims life in Tuscola Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s reported
slick road conditions contributed to a
traffic crash that claimed one life
Sunday in Arbela Township.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene — Millington Road near Belsay
Road —at 1:38 p.m.

“They found that a vehicle that had
been going eastbound on Millington
Road had lost control on the
icy/slushy road and ran off the road-

way,” Undersheriff Glen Skrent said.
“The vehicle then rolled over into a
water-filled ditch. The vehicle occu-

pants were trapped inside the vehi-
cle. Emergency personnel arrived on
Please turn to page 8.

Stimpfel and Potter top grads

Cass City School officials have
announced the top graduates of the
Class of 2016.

Named this year’s valedictorian is
Bransen T. Stimpfel, son of Thomas
and Sloane Stimpfel. Lauren Potter,

daughter of Bill and Paula Potter,
earned salutatorian honors.

Stimpfel, who boasts a 3.95 grade
point average, has excelled in both
academics and athletics during his
career at Cass City High School.

Named this year’s Cass City
Chamber of Commerce Junior
Citizen of the Year, he was a member
of the 2014 Science Academic
Games Team and served as student
council treasurer (2014-15) and as
student council parliamentarian
(2015 to present). He received a

Please turn to page 2.

Bransen Stimpfel

Lauren Potter
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AAUW to host annual Flamingo Fling

The Cass City Chapter of AAUW is
preparing for its 20th annual
Flamingo Fling Thursday, April 14 at
Northwood Meadows, in Cass City.

The event raises funds for women’s
scholarships, which helps them con-
tinue their education in a variety of
careers. Last year, the group awarded
five scholarships to make it possible
for women to continue or finish an

education to give them opportunities
that might not have been possible
without the scholarships.
Applications are available at Baker
College and Rawson Memorial
District Library, or by contacting
Connie Iwankovitsch via email at
diwank@charter.net, or by call her at
(989) 872-4667. The deadline for
receiving the scholarship forms has

been extended to Friday, April 11.

Once the applications are received,
the funds committee will review
them and award the scholarships
based upon the funds that were
raised at this year’s fling. The chap-
ter members are working hard to put
on a successful event again this year
in an effort to award as many schol-
arships as possible.

Library s next senior movie day Friday

Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City will host its next Senior
Citizens Movies Friday, April 15, at
1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown this week
are:

*”Queen Elizabeth” — Follow
Queen Elizabeth II’s remarkable life,
from her youth to her uncle Edward
VIII’s stunning abdication, and her
father’s subsequent coronation as
King George VI. Witness her experi-
ences during World War II, her own
sudden ascension to the throne, and
her eventful reign of more than 60
years.

She defines the role of a modern
monarch, leading the royal family
and her subjects through the chal-
lenges of port-war reconstruction,
decolonization, conflicts in South
Africa, Northern Ireland and the
Falklands, and the emotionally-
charged days after Princess Diana’s
death (60 minutes).

*”Heart of England and South
Wales” — Travel with Rick Steves to
England and South Wales.

Tour the manor house of a country
lord in the Cotswolds and sample
hard cider near Wells, then travel
back in time to prehistoric
Stonehenge. Visit King Arthur coun-

School announces
top grads for 2016

Continued from page one.

Rotary Youth Leadership Award in
2015.

In athletics, the 2015 Wendy’s High
School Heisman state winner has
racked up a number of honors stem-
ming from his prowess in cross
country and track and field. Stimpfel
competed in cross country since
2012, serving as team captain in
2013 through 2015. He’s a two time
all-state qualifier and two-time
regional and three-time league
champion in the sport.

In track and field, Stimpfel has
competed since 2013, earning recog-
nition as an all-state qualifier and
two-time regional champion in the
1,600 event, and a two-time league
champ in the 1,600 and 3,200 events.

Stimpfel also competed in soccer in
2012 and 2013, earning first team
all-conference and second team all-
conference recognition.

His future plans include majoring in
biology and minoring in natural
resources management at Central
Michigan University, where he has
signed to run cross country and track
for the Chippewas.

Potter, who graduates with a cumu-
lative 3.94 grade point average, has
also proven herself to be a solid
scholar athlete during her high
school career, including membership
in the National Honor Society, stu-
dent council, Math Academic Games
and the Tuscola County Community
Foundation Future Youth
Involvement (FYT) Board.

She has also been active in athlet-
ics, competing in volleyball and soft-
ball.

Potter’s future plans include major-
ing in pre-med at Michigan State
University. She was selected to
receive a University of Miami
Presidential Scholarship valued at
$72,000.

Honor students

School officials also represented the
following students who are also clos-
ing out their high school careers with
a grade point average of 3.5 or high-
er:

Ilana Blattner, Chandler
Cryderman, Sawyer Cuthrell, Kelly
DeLong, Macy Dickinson, Mason
Erla, Parker Haire, Erin Hartsell,
Tyler Hool, Shannon Kawecki, Tyler
Laster, Maegan LeValley, Jason
Mikolon, Tara Nicholas, Jessica
Peters, Michael Rader, Taylor
Rasmussen, Sophia Romain and
Maricella Zietz.

The following honors students will
graduate with a grade point average
of 3.0 to 3.49:

Brandon Bean, Mandy Czekai,
Alexander Graham, Joseph Kampo,
Jordan Kittle, Keith Lounsbury,
Victoria Mathewson, Rebecca
Mulrath, Angelique Muz, Jesse Nye,
Matthew Ozorowicz, Bryan
Pinkoski, Taylor Spencer, Jose
Torres, Deivin Vermeesch and
Nicole Warren.

try at Glastonbury, and visit an
evocative ruined abbey in South
Wales (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served. This
older adult program is offered free of
charge.

Owendale-Gagetown officials
announce honor roll students

The following students were recent-
ly named to the 3 marking period
honor roll for Owendale-Gagetown
School they are:

3rd Grade:
JoAnn Baker, Danielle Hunt*, Tyson
McClorey, Lucas McKnight*, Lucio
Torrez, Natalie Wood.

4th Grade:
Addison Bach, Shelby Bowers*,
Karsyn Gruehn*, Isaac Miller*,
Lillieyannah Sagash, Conner Snear*,
Hannah Wood*.

5th Grade:
Allison Haldane*, Amber Haldane*,
Dagon LaCroix*, Erin Morrish,
Emily Schultz, Gage Witzke.

6th Grade:
Madelyn Haldane*, Moneé
Schember.

7th Grade:

Boyd Evans*, Clay Evans*, Jameson
McKnight*,  Libby  Ondrajka,
Andrew Partaka, Alivia Roehrig.

8th Grade:
Carley Haldane*, Chentel Hill,
Chase Howard, Kaitlyn LaCroix,
Sierra Mascorro, Andrew Roemer,
Alexis Urban.

9th Grade:
Jade Androl*, Cordell Clarkson,
Matthew Fritz*, Megan Fritz*,
Jessica Partaka, Carlee Rievert*,
Miranda Weiss.

10th Grade:
Emalee Bach, Natasha Dubs*, Aaron
Fahrner®, Morgan Ondrajka*, Luke
Retford*, Kaitlynn Ross, Zane
Schember*, Alyson Witzke*.

11th Grade:
David Binder, Abby Jeffery, Cara
Morrish*, Myah Mulrath*, Jacob
Warack*.

12th Grade:
Austin Bieri*, Justice Blackburn,
Daniel Good*, Andrew Muntz*,
Tyler Roemer#*, Courtney
Wightman*, Jacob Wright.
* Denotes all A’s
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Still takes a village
to protect our kids

If it takes a village to raise a child, it also takes a vil-
lage to protect a child, and that reality is never more
important than when a child is being abused or neg-
lected.

Preventing child abuse is a community responsibility
that needs involvement from all Michiganders,
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) officials say.

Throughout this month, the MDHHS is reminding peo-
ple that they can help protect children from abuse and
neglect.

“Michigan's children can be protected through the
power of one person, one community, one dollar or one
action,” said Michael Foley, executive director of the
Children’s Trust Fund, a nonprofit group within
MDHHS established to prevent child abuse and neg-
lect.

Gov. Rick Snyder proclaimed April as Child Abuse
Prevention Month in Michigan, making it the 32nd year
that April has had that official designation.

Michigan had 23,813 confirmed cases of child abuse
or neglect in fiscal year 20135.

According to Michigan Attorney General Bill
Schuette's office, the state saw 284 complaints last year
involving a child that may have died as a result of pos-
sible abuse and/or neglect, with 74 of those cases sub-
stantiated that the death was caused by parental abuse.

Nationally, child abuse and neglect data for 2014
indicated the number of children abused and neglected
increased by three percent. The same national statis-
tics revealed that roughly 70 percent of child abuse
cases involved children under the age of three, and in
80 percent of the cases, parents were the perpetrators.
In cases of human trafficking, 40 percent of the cases
involved the sexual exploitation of a child.

Residents can prevent abuse by working as a commu-
nity to create healthy environments for raising chil-
dren, according to Foley.

“They can also promote preventive factors to
strengthen families — including family resiliency, social
support systems, nurturing and attachment and knowl-
edge of parenting and child development. Or they can
donate money to prevention efforts and report suspect-
ed abuse or neglect using an anonymous state hotline
that is answered 24 hours a day, seven days a week, he
said.

The toll-free number in Michigan is 1-855-444-3911.
The hotline is available to everyone in Michigan,
including the general public and mandatory reporters
such as teachers and health professionals, who are
required to report suspected child abuse or neglect.

“Tips from the public are crucial in identifying situa-
tions in which children are being harmed or are at
risk,” says Steve Yager, executive director of the
MDHHS Children’s Services Agency. “Once we are
alerted, we can take action to provide services to fami-
lies to keep them together safely or, when necessary,
petition courts to remove children from unsafe homes.”

Theres never a good reason to abuse or neglect a
child, but sadly it happens all too frequently. If you see
a youngster who needs your help, report it. Not getting
involved should never be an option, especially if you
have good reason to believe a young life is in danger.
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lces of Lite

Oh, the dreaded Monday. We all experience and
endure it; although depending on your specific sched-
ule, your Monday might fall on a Thursday. Still, we
understand the concept of Monday melancholy (or
Thursday melancholy, as the case may be).

I’ve never been one to shy away from Mondays. It’s
as good a time as any to get things done and put things
off. But I have to confess: lately they’ve been getting
to me. I find myself feeling listless and unmotivated
on the first day of the standard workweek.

You know what they say, when life gives you
lemons... In this case, when life gives you a Monday,
I say make it a three-day weekend. Unfortunately,
that’s not typically possible. Like it or not, we’ve all
got to deal with Mondays upwards of 50 — or maybe
even more — times every year.

Science backs me up on this: Mondays are unavoid-
able. Research has proven that each morning when
you wake up, there is a 14.2857 percent chance the
day will be a Monday. You can’t argue with numbers
because numbers don’t lie — and not just because they
can’t talk.

I for one am not going to give 14.2857 percent of my
days over to melancholy. There are good things about
Mondays. Sure there are. You just have to click your
heels together and believe.

Monday marks the beginning of the workweek.
Opportunities for accomplishing tasks and attaining
goals spread out in the days ahead, waiting to be con-
quered. Monday is filled with possibilities.

Going to work on Monday gives you a nice break
from weekend chores like scrubbing toilets or clean-
ing out the garage.

A Monday morning commute gives you a break from
life, but not traffic. It can be a time to reflect on the
past and plan for the future, but not send or receive
text messages. You can rock out and sing loudly to the
radio on your choice of station without your kids or
spouse changing it on you, which can be irritating,
even on a Saturday.

As you are making your commute, remember to
smile. It’s Monday! If you do, you’ll be ahead of the
majority. According to Internet lore, most people do
not smile on Monday until 11:16 a.m. and that’s prob-
ably because by that time they are anticipating lunch.

Monday is a good day to put things off until tomor-
row. You’ve got lots more time to complete the project
with a Friday deadline, which seems a long way off on
Monday. Procrastination and Mondays go together
like wine and cheese.

While procrastinating on a Monday, you can take the
chance to catch up on all the social media activity you
missed over the weekend (during your breaks and
lunch, of course). You can view photos of all the excit-
ing things your friends did while you were home
cleaning the garage.

Monday rhymes with fun-day, which is a great time
to test the pairing of wine and cheese alluded to earli-
er (after work, of course).

Sometimes the sun is shining on Monday. In fact,
according to highly accurate Internet statistics, it is the
least rainy day of week. That makes it a Monday sun-
day, which beats out rainy days and Mondays any day
of the week.
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The Cass City
Chronicle
welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it 1s necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.
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We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes

Monday Melancholy
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by Jill Pertler

Finally, Monday’s a great day to count your blessings.

When you do, I'm pretty sure you’ll decide Monday’s
not so bad after all. Besides, at the end of the day you’ve
only got three more to go — until Friday.
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright, author and member of the
National Society of Newspaper Columnists. Don 't miss
a slice; follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

Rabbit Tracks

2 by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The Deford Dazzlers 4-H Rocketry Team, featured
on the front page of this week’s issue of the Chronicle,
will be at the upcoming 16th annual “Big Game” 4-H
fundraiser featuring the Detroit Lions vs. the Tuscola
County 4-H Horse Leaders, slated for Thursday, April
28, at 7 p.m. at Caro High School. Dazzlers team
members will have a display and be on hand to answer
questions. Tickets for the fundraiser are available by
calling 800-205-7174 or (989) 673-3360.

ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok

State Representative Ned Canfield, Republican-
Sebewaing, invites residents of the 84th House District
to attend his in-district office hours on Friday, April 25
at the Columbia Township Library, 6456 Center St. in
Unionville from 1:00-2:30 p.m.

“I encourage all residents with questions and concerns
regarding State government to come join me later this
month,” Rep. Canfield said. “Your input is vital to
ensuring our district is the very best it can be.”

No appointment is necessary. Residents unable to
attend office hours are encouraged to contact Rep.
Canfield by phone at 517-373-0476.

The 84th district covers Huron and Tuscola counties.
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Cass City Lions Club President Ed Knight wants to be
heard.

Or, more importantly, he and his fellow club members
want to make sure all area youngsters have perfect
hearing.

Knight stopped by the corner of Oak and Main streets
Monday afternoon to tell of the local service club’s
endeavor today (Wednesday) at Cass City Schools,
where K1 and K2 students will be screened for hearing
loss.

Hearing loss services provided by Lions clubs nation-
wide often provide communications aids for deaf and
hard of hearing persons in the community such as
teaching sign language and providing hearing devices
and hearing dogs.

Knight says the about 80 youngsters will be screened.
If you would like your child tested, contact any Lions
club member for details, including Knight at (989)872-
8144.
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Here is some more news involving area civic clubs.
Did you know that on April 3, approximately 25 men
and women celebrated the charter night of the newly
established Frieburg Saint Ignatius Lions Club at the
Saint Joseph Parris Hall in Argyle?

Well, now you do and if you would like to get
involved with the Sanilac County group, call Penny
Guigar at (989) 658-8798.

sfe st sfe sk ke sk sfesk ok

The 18th Annual Children’s Fun Fair will be held
Saturday, April 23, at the Highland Pines School on
Cleaver Road in Caro, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Organizers say families can look forward to a day of
fun gathering information from children’s service
groups in Tuscola County.

Planned are interactive magic performances with
Doug Schuer and visits with police, firefighters, para-
medics, service personnel, and other community
heroes. Also included are balloons, books, hot dog
lunch, door prizes, games and a child ID program —
ALL FREE OF CHARGE.

If you are interested in volunteering at this worthwhile
family event or would like more information, please

: for a raffle. call Lori at the Early On Program (989) 673-5200, ext
Make that call. You could save a life. \ ) 30445
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CALENDAR EVENTS

Deadline for submitting items in the calendar is the Friday noon before
publication. Please send calendar items to:
Cass City Chronicle P.0. Box 115, Cass City MI 48726
Phone: (989)872-2010 Fax: (989)872-3810 chronicle@ccchronicle.net

Wednesday, April 13

*Spoonfuls of Plenty Free Community Meal, 4-6 p.m., LeeRoy Clark Building,
435 Green St., Caro. Open to anyone wanting a hot, home-style meal.

* Dorcas meal at Cass City United Methodist Church at noon. 1 1/4 mile north of
Cass City. (989) 872-4604 for take outs.

Thursday, April 14

*AA meeting, 7-8 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City. For more
information, call (989) 553-5932.

+Caregiver Connection, 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m., Country Gardens, Scheurer Hos-
pital, 203 N. Caseville Rd., Pigeon. For more information, call Merry at (989)
673-4121.

Monday, April 18

*Alcoholics Anonymous, “Monday at a Time,” 8 p.m., Parkside Cafe, 2031 Main
St., Ubly. For more information, call Angela R. at (989) 658-2319.

*AA meeting, 7-8 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City. For more
information, call (989) 553-5932.

Tuesday, March 19

*Al-anon meeting, 7 p.m., St. Francis Parrish, Pigeon.

*AA Meeting, 7-8 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 4960 N. Argyle Rd. (Meeting will be
held in the hall next to the little stone church.)

sLiving with Parkinson’s Support Group, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m., Holiday Inn Ex-
press, 55 Rapson Lane West, Bad Axe. For more information, call Merry at (989)
673-4121.

Family Caregiver Support Group, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Harbor Beach Commu-
nity Hospital Administration Building/Conference Center, 147 S. First St., Harbor
Beach. For more information, contact Merry at (989) 673-4121

+Ubly Lions Club meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Ubly Thumb Veterans Organization-
Hall, 2165 Binghan St., Ubly M1 48475. A pot luck is served prior to the meeting.
Everyone is welcomed.

STANDING COMMUNITY CALENDAR ITEMS
First Sunday:
*Gagetown United Methodist Brunch, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., All you can eat. $6 do-
nation.
First Monday:
*Novesta Township Board meeting, 7:30 p.m.
*Grief Support meetings, “Healing Together.” Meadow Lane, 150 Meadow Lane,
Bad Axe, 1-3 p.m. For questions or to register to attend please call the office at
(989) 872-5852 or toll free (877) 872-5852. These sessions are open to anyone
dealing with a grief or loss. Sponsored by Hospice Advantage, Cass City.
Second Monday:
*Elkland Township Board meeting, 7 p.m.
*VFW monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m., VFW Hall, Cass City.
Second Tuesday:
*Thumb Octagon Barn meeting, 7 p.m., fire hall in Gagetown.
*Tuscola County Alzheimer’s and Family Caregiver Support Group, 1:30 p.m. -
3:30 p.m., HDC Intergenerational Building, 430 Montague Ave., Caro.For more
information, contact Merry at (989) 673-4121.
+ Kedron OES #33 of Caro meeting, 7 p.m.
*Huron County Family Caregiver Support Group, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Human
Development Commission, 150 Nugent Rd., Bad Axe. For more information, con-
tact Merry at (989) 673-4121.
Second Wednesday:
* Dorcas meal at Cass City United Methodist Church at noon. 1 1/4 mile north of
Cass City. (989) 872-4604 for take outs.
Second Thursday:
*Caregiver Connection, 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m., Country Gardens, Scheurer Hos-
pital, 203 N. Caseville Rd., Pigeon. For more information, call Merry at (989)
673-4121.
Third Tuesday:
sLiving with Parkinson’s Support Group, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m., Holiday Inn Ex-
press, 55 Rapson Lane West, Bad Axe. For more information, call Merry at (989)
673-4121.
*Family Caregiver Support Group, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Harbor Beach Commu-
nity Hospital Administration Building/Conference Center, 147 S. First St., Harbor
Beach. For more information, contact Merry at (989) 673-4121
+Ubly Lions Club meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Ubly Thumb Veterans Organization-
Hall, 2165 Binghan St., Ubly MI 48475. A pot luck is served prior to the meeting.
Everyone is welcomed.
Third Wednesday
*Spaghetti Dinner at Cass City VEW Hall from 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Take out
available. For more information call (989) 872-4933.
Third Thursday:
+Sanilac County Alzheimer’s and Family Caregiver Support Group, 3 p.m., HDC
Adult Day Services Building, 227 N. Elk St., Sandusky. For more information,
contact Kim at (989) 673-4121 or Amanda at (810) 648-4497.
*Grief Support meetings, “Healing Together.” Heritage Hill, 1430 Cleaver Rd.,
Caro, 7- 8:30 p.m. For questions or to register to attend please call the office at
(989) 872-5852 or toll free (877) 872-5852. These sessions are open to anyone
dealing with a grief or loss. Sponsored by Hospice Advantage, Cass City.
«Caregiver Support Group, 11:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m., Bullard-Sanford Memorial Li-
brary, 520 W. Huron Ave., Vassar. For more information, contact Merry at (989)
673-4121.
Third Saturday:
*Revive Food Pantry, from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Must live in the Cass City School
District and meet the financial guidelines. For more information, call (989)551-
7803.
*Fourth Monday:
*Cass City School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
*Hills & Dales General Hospital Auxiliary meeting, 11:30 a.m., Gilligans (no
meetings July, August, December).
*Tuscola County Right to Life meeting, 6:30-8 p.m., Caro Area District Library,
840 W. Frank St., Caro. For more information, call (989) 872-3259.
Fourth Wednesday:
*Owen-Gage School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
*Huron County Alzheimer’s and Family Caregiver Support Group, Huron Behav-
ioral Health, Bad Axe. For more information, contact Rhonda Quinn at (989) 269-
9293.
*Sanilac County Alzheimer’s and Family Caregiver Support Group, Sanilac
County Medical Care Facility. Noon to 2 p.m. For more information, contact
Merry at (989) 673-4121.
Fourth Thursday:
*Community Lunch, noon, Shabbona United Methodist Church.
*Thumb TEA Party, 6:30 p.m., Evangelical Free Church, Cass City.
Last Monday:
+Cass City Village Council meeting, 7 p.m., municipal building.
Every Monday:
*Alcoholics Anonymous, “Monday at a Time,” 8 p.m., Parkside Cafe, 2031 Main
St., Ubly. For more information, call Angela R. at (989) 658-2319.
*AA meeting, 7-8 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City. For more
information, call (989) 553-5932.
Every Tuesday:
*Al-anon meeting, 7 p.m., St. Francis Parrish, Pigeon.
*AA Meeting, 7-8 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 4960 N. Argyle Rd. (Meeting will be
held in the hall next to the little stone church.)
Every Wednesday:
*Spoonfuls of Plenty Free Community Meal, 4-6 p.m., LeeRoy Clark Building,
435 Green St., Caro. Open to anyone wanting a hot, home-style meal.
Every Thursday:
*AA meeting, 7-8 p.m., Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Cass City. For more
information, call (989) 553-5932.
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Mayville School officials address
second threat in less than 2 weeks

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County school district
last week faced its second threat of
violence in less than two weeks,
prompting officials to implement a
lockdown and later an evacuation of
students and staff.

Mayville School officials reported
the incident Tuesday, saying students
at their elementary school were
evacuated to the high school after it
was reported that a written bomb
threat had been discovered in a bath-
room.

“By approximately 11:45 a.m., it
was determined that students could
return to class as the elementary
building was cleared,” school Supt.
Barry Markwart stated in a letter to
parents.

“The police department is now
investigating the threat. However,
there will be an increased police
presence in and around the school,”
Markwart said. “All threats to our
school or students are taken serious-
ly and investigated thoroughly.”

The incident came 12 days after
police arrested a 16-year-old

Mayville High School student armed
with a loaded handgun and several
knives on school property.

District administrators contacted
police for assistance in the investiga-
tion of a possible threat made toward
another Mayville student and posses-
sion of weapons on school property
March 24. Police subsequently
apprehended the teenage suspect,
who remains in custody at a juvenile
detention facility.

Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E.
Reene said the juvenile has been
charged in a juvenile petition with
two counts of carrying a concealed
weapon, which is punishable by up
to five years incarceration; two
counts of carrying a dangerous
weapon with unlawful intent, also a
five-year offense; two general count
felony violations of possession of a
weapon in a school zone, another
five-year offense; possession of a
weapon in the commission of a
felony, mandatory two-year felony
charge; and possession of marijuana,
which is punishable by up to one
year incarceration.

School officials in Cass City also
addressed a student threat recently.

Supt. Jeff Hartel reported a student
threatened to “blow up the high
school.”

“The student was immediately
questioned by administration and the
police were contacted,” stated
Hartel, who said there was no credi-
ble substance to the threat, but that
school officials followed district pol-
icy by contacting local law enforce-
ment to investigate.

“No students were in danger at any
point and proper procedures of con-
tacting the police, prosecutor’s office
and county emergency service coor-
dinator were followed,” he said.
“The case is now in the prosecutor’s
hands for his review, with possible
charges pending.

“The student will not return to
school until this situation has been
thoroughly investigation,” added
Hartel, who asked parents to “allow
the process to play out and be
assured that the safety of our stu-
dents and staff is very important to
us and always will be.”

Reene said the student could face
charges. The case remains under
investigation.

Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges

The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*QGarrett J. Rappuhn, 21, Caro,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
using a computer to commit, con-
spire to commit or solicit another
person to accost a minor for immoral
purposes between May 1 and Oct. 30
in Caro. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $85,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department. Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Shawn D. Chapelo, 45, Caro,
pleaded guilty to two counts of retail
fraud, first degree, involving story
property/merchandise valued at $200
to $1,000 Feb. 17, 2015, and March
10, 2015, in Caro. He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at a
combined $4,000. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Bryan J. Periso, 28, Bad Axe,
pleaded no contest to violating the

Sex Offenders Registration Act by
failing to notify local law enforce-
ment of a change in address between
Nov. 1 and Nov. 16 in Cass City. He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Martha A. Scott, 56, Kingston,
pleaded guilty to possession of mar-
ijjuana, second offense, July 24 in
Koylton Township. She was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*William L. Miller, 58, Caseville,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
home invasion, second degree, Jan.
23 in Kingston and Jan. 27 in
Kingston.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at a
combined $15,000. Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Shawn P. Jefferson, 54, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to delivery/manufac-

ture of a controlled substance July 13
in Vassar. He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Shane G. Marner, 21, Unionville,
pleaded guilty to a charge of home
invasion, second degree, Jan. 20 in
Akron Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department. Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Monica L. Popp, 34, Vassar, plead-
ed guilty to delivery/manufacture of
a controlled substance July 13 in
Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000. Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Nathan M. Jacque, 31, Millington,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his plea of no contest to
child abuse, third degree, between
Aug. 19 and Aug. 23 in Millington.

He was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $758.

Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems
989.673.6191 or 1.800.462.6814
Emergency Services Available 24/7
Services are confidential.
www.tbhsonline.com

Not all scars show.
Not all wounds heal.

Sometime

see the pain that
someone feels.

Listen close to what
your friends or family
are not telling you.

A phone call is one of
the first steps
toward recovety.

you can’t
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Reporter’s notebook

I’m sorry.
I forgot...

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

My grandchildren can be pretty entertaining to watch when they
play together, each with their own distinct personalities.

But they all share at least one annoying trait; most of the time they
couldn’t remember to close a cabinet door — or any door for that mat-
ter — if their life depended on it. Doesn’t matter how many times you
remind them, I know I’m going to need my handy dandy, battery-
operated bug zapper around the house after they’ve gone home. By
the way, if you haven’t seen one of these electric bug zappers, they’re
really cool — they’re shaped like a tennis racket and literally sizzle
flies when you make contact. Way more fun than swinging one of
those old flyswatters around.

But I digress.

With few exceptions, the grandkids have one standard response
when asked to come back and shut a door: “I forgot”.

Works every time. And why not? Aside from the fact that it’s no
big deal — and those little faces make it virtually impossible to get too
aggravated — we just tell them it’s okay and ask them to try to remem-
ber the next time. Of course, they don’t remember the next time. Or
the next time.

I just wish we could get away with the same excuse as adults, you
know?

Say you’ve gone off on a two-day fishing trip, for example, and you
call your wife to check in. “Your parents arrived to spend the week-
end with us? You told me they were coming 12 times, including just
before I left to go fishing? I’m sorry, hon, I forgot.”

Think of how much trouble we could avoid if we just remembered
to use those two magic words in everyday situations.

“I’m sorry, officer, but I forgot that it’s illegal to shoot eight deer in
one day. Without a license. At night with a spotlight. From the cab
of my pick-up.”

It would really come in handy on the road, too, judging by some of
the knot heads I’ve had the privilege of sharing the same lane with.
“Oh, you forgot that it’s okay to drive faster than 20 miles per hour in
a 55-mile-per-hour zone? Forgot passing and turn lanes were invent-
ed and designated as such for a reason? Forgot you have a turn sig-
nal or how said turn signal works? No problem!”

So much for road rage.

The possibilities are endless. “Oh, this is the store’s express lane?
I forgot.” “I’m sorry, darling, I was planning a nice dinner out for our
anniversary...a week ago...but I forget.” “Dentist appointment?
That was today? Oops! Sorry, I forgot.”

Of course, the real irony here is that these days, when I claim to have
forgotten, chances are good I really have. Sometimes it feels like the
things I didn’t forgot I simply didn’t hear in the first place, but my
wife rarely buys either excuse (although half the time she couldn’t
hear a dump truck crashing into a nitroglycerine plant).

But that’s another column altogether.

Anyway, there are definitely weeks when I’d like to go into the
office and confidently proclaim that the need to publish a paper that
particular week just sort of slipped my mind. Really.

Okay, so the boss probably wouldn’t buy it.

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I have a column to finish.

Before I forget.
WWW.CASSTHEATRE.COM

CASS THEATRE

WED. & THURS. 7:30

THE NEW PG-13 COMEDY
“MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING 2” (pg)

~ STARTS FRIDAY

EVENINGS 7:30 - NO MON. & TUES.
CHILDREN $4.00 - TEEN/ADULTS $6.00

THE SUPERHERO HIT IS HERE!
BEN AFFLECK - HENRY CAVILL

BATMAN vs. SUPERMAN
DAWN OF JUSTICE (rc-13)

Fellowship of the Sajpy

Jesus answered, “Except a man be born of
water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That which is born of

the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit.”

CASS CITY - §72-2252

“Bring the sick and injured
with you for prayer.”

Ministry

Down Memory Lane
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by Tina Pallas

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Has spring really sprung? It felt that
way Sunday, when temperatures
hovered near 80 degrees, prompting
area residents to fill Cass City
Recreational Park by the dozens.
Cass City teens Chris Hool, 18, Ron
Wolschleger, 16, Justin Ketterer, 18,
and Channing Langenburg, 17, enjoy
a little basketball under sunny skies
in the park.

A Cass City native has combined
his talent for writing and many years
of experience in the telecommunica-
tions industry to write a Christian
fictional novel that was recently pub-
lished by Outskirts Press. According
to the publisher, Robert W.
Zinnecker’s book debut work, enti-
tled “Acquisition”, “convincingly
portrays character Wilson McCann
grappling with the most fundamental
issues of life as he tries to decide
what truly is life’s most important
question.”

Susan Barbara McKinney and Eric
James Hanby were married Jan. 15,
2011, during an ocean front ceremo-
ny in Myrtle Beach, S.C. The bride is
the daughter of Michael and Sun Cha
McKinney of Riverview. She is a
2004 graduate of Riverview High
School and a 2009 graduate of
Eastern Michigan University with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in math-
ematics for secondary education.
She is currently employed as a math
teacher at Scotland High School in
Laurinburg, N.C. The groom is the
son of Jim and Rita Hanby of Cass
City. He is the grandson of Wayne
and Evelyn Whittaker, and Barbara
and the late Donald Hanby, all of
Cass City. He is a 2004 graduate of
Cass City High School and a 2009
graduate of Eastern Michigan
University with a Bachelor of Arts in
history. He is currently employed as
a security officer at Scotland
Memorial Hospital in Laurinburg,
North Carolina. The couple enjoyed
a short honeymoon in Myrtle Beach
following their wedding. A wedding
reception celebration is planned for
this summer in Cass City. They cur-
rently reside in Laurinburg, N.C.

The Ubly Cub Scouts recently held
their annual Pinewood Derby. Again,
they also invited the Girl Scouts to
participate. The overall winners:
Coleton Taylor (first place, Tiger),
Nicholas Wright (second place,
Webelo), Shea Behnke (third place,
Bear), and Adam Weber (best design,
Webelo).

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Elizabeth Rayl of Cass City has
been nationally certified as a certi-
fied legal nurse consultant (CLNC)
by the Vickie Milazzo Institute, the
premier legal nurse certification pro-
gram in the United States. Rayl, who
serves as executive director of Rayl
& Associates, with offices in Boyne
City and Cass City, has more than 16
years of nursing experience. She
received her certification after com-
pleting an intensive curriculum,
enabling her to consult with attor-
neys on many different medical
aspects of cases. Rayl and her hus-
band, Timothy Rayl, are both Thumb
natives, having grown up in the
Marlette area. After getting married,
the couple moved to the Cass City
area to dairy farm and raise their
children — Shivaugn Rayl, Jayson
Rayl and Emily Hartwick, all Cass
City High School graduates.

The Owen-Gage softball team has
some big shoes to fill if the Bulldogs
hope to be competitive in the North
Central Thumb League title chase.
First-year coach Doug Hyatt will
field a team that consists of one
eighth grader, eight freshmen, three
sophomores and just two seniors.
Graduation losses from last year’s
squad, which compiled a lofty 18-3
record, include three all-conference
performers in pitcher Kayla Zaleski,
catcher Katie Swiastyn and first
basemen Mary McKee.

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

Back home with their brides - PFC
Jeff and Rocio Bliss and Sgt. Russ
and Jennifer Rienas-all newlyweds
from Cass City-were recently reunit-
ed when the local servicemen
returned home from duty in the
Middle East. The Rienases had been
married five months when Russ
shipped out Aug. 13, while the
Blisses had been married only a
month when Jeff left Oct. 1.

Kenneth Nye and Donna Nye, both
of Cass City, announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Katherine
Nye, to James Schenk, son of Clare
and Helen Schenk of Vassar. Plans
are made for a June 15 wedding.

Kathryn Jo Leino, a junior at
Asbury College in Wilmore, Ky.,
was named to the dean’s list for the

fall quarter of 1990. She is the
daughter of Mrs. Nancy L. Leino of
Cass City. Asbury College was
recently named one of the nation’s
50 top liberal arts schools in a guide
by National Review Currently, stu-
dents from 46 states and 15 foreign
countries are represented in the stu-
dent body.

Campbell Elementary Principal
Dave Lovejoy and custodian Tim
Jewett recently served as cookie
party “hosts” to classes that achieved
100 percent participation in a
“March is Reading Magic” project.

Senior Connie Miller has been
named Owen-Gage High School’s
“student of the month” for April.
Miller, the daughter Willard and
Mary Ellen Miller of Owendale, has
been a member of the National
Honor Society for two years and cur-
rently serves as the organization’s
treasurer.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)

Fifteen senior-high youth of Salem
UM Church met Sunday with Kay
and Tom Loomis. Roy Leino led
devotions and refreshments were

served by Krystal Isa.
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Erla and chil-
dren took his mother, Mrs.

Genevieve Erla, and Gertrude Erla to
Frankenmuth Sunday to celebrate
Mrs. Erla’s 79th birthday.

Evelyn Ziehm and Hilda Koch of
Gagetown and Lois Sugden of Cass
City were delegates Saturday to the
19th annual Mitten Bay Girl Scout
meeting.

The successful launch and landing
of the space shuttle this week were of
special interest to Mr. and Mrs.
Brewster Shaw of Cass City. Their
son, Brewster Shaw Jr., 35, will be
piloting the spacecraft. Shaw is an
Air Force Major.

Cass City honored two more of its
citizens Saturday night at the annual
Chamber of Commerce banquet
when Jim Ware was named citizen of
the year and Tammy Tibbits, junior
citizen of year.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hartwick and
Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher Sr.
enjoyed dinner at Bad Axe Sunday
when the wedding anniversary of the
Hartwicks and the birthdays of Mr.
and Mrs. Fisher were celebrated.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Morrison had
as Sunday guests Mr. and Mrs.
William Morrison of Saginaw, Mr.
and Mrs. Howard King of Troy and
Mrs. Larry Morrison of Pontiac.
Mike McGrath of Utica and Fred
Harbec were also callers.

Winners in a Zonta Club-sponsored
bicycle safety poster contest proudly
display their works last week at
Campbell Elementary School. First
prize of $10 went to Matt Woody.
Linda McCampbell won the $5 sec-
ond prize and Peter Martin took third
prize of $3. Honorable mentions
included Nancy Rands, Kim
Pettinger, Keith Perry, Malcolm
House, Lori Hanby and Paul
Hutchinson. In the background are
Zonta members Loretta Hacker and
Dorothy Ballard.

A Crown Point, Ind., man has grad-
uated at Lowry AFB, Colo., from the
technical training course for U.S. Air
Force weapons mechanics. Airman
First Class Michael S. Little, whose
mother is Mrs. E.R. Mann of 1012 S.
Grant, Crown Point, was trained to
load and inspect the weapons used in
Air Force jet aircraft. Completion of
the course enables him to receive
academic credits through the
Community College of the Air
Force. The airman now goes to
George AFB, Calif., for duty with a
unit of the Tactical Air Command.
Airman Little is a 1975 graduate of
Crown Point High School. His
father, Roger L. Little, resides in
Cass City.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)

James Wallace and children of
Midland spent the week end with his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Wallace.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bullock and
little daughter of Farmington spent
the weekend with her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. James Gross.

A birthday party honoring Sandy
Guinther’s fifth birthday was held
Saturday afternoon at the Stan
Guinther home. Nine little girls were
guests.

Sunday guests at the Vern
McConnell home included Mrs.
Gary Ganley and Sheryl, Mrs. Lee
Morrison and children of Caro, Mr.
and Mrs. Leveret Barnes, Mrs. Stan
Guinther and children, Patricia
McConnell of Caro and Norman
Blue of Millington.

Mrs. Mack Little spent from
Monday until Wednesday with Mr.
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and Mrs. George Bergen at Lake
Orion. Mrs. Carl Stoner of Flint
joined her there and accompanied
her home to Cass City to visit rela-
tives and friends here.

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Parker were
surprised Sunday when their son,
Pfc. Roger Parker, who had been in
Korea for 24 months, arrived home
for a 15-day furlough. Upon comple-
tion of his furlough he will go to Ft.
Belvoir, Va., for further schooling.

Six men from the Elkland Township
Fire Department have completed a
two-night course at Hampton
Township Fire Hall, near Bay City,
Chief Nelson Willy reported this
week. The course was a lesson on the
ways to investigate when arson is
suspected. Attending were: Willy,
Dean Toner, Jerome Root Jr.,
Richard Root, Milt Connolly and Jim
Jezewski.

Five generations represented —
Mrs. Barbara Dore poses with four
generations of her family. Mrs.
Richard McDonald of Gagetown and
her son, Dr. Leonard McDonald of
Dallas, Texas, and Mrs. Dore, 89, of
Gagetown. Also, the doctor’s daugh-
ter, Mrs. C. R. Hefner, and her two-
year-old daughter Angela of Dallas.
Angela and her great-great-grand-
mother have the same birth date,
April 29. Mrs. Dore has another,
daughter, Mrs. L, E. Dorsey of
LaPorte, Ind., 13 grandchildren and
1.3 great-grandchildren. Mr. and
Mrs. McDonald have five sons and a
daughter, Jack of Memphis, Mich.,
Allan of Cass City, Roy of Winter
Park, Fla., Ellwood of Owendale and
Mrs. Robert (Eleanor) Ethier of New
York City.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Champion bowlers are Willis
Campbell, Clifton = Champion,
Captain Edwin Fritz, Frank Novak
and Clarence Burt. Defeating the
Ludlow Group by the narrow margin
of six pins in a series of three games,
the Ed Fritz Five were declared
champions of the Cass City Bowling
League, 1940-41 season. The Fritz
team was the winners of the early fall
and winter schedule, which closed at
holiday time, while the Ludlow team
came through as winners of t