
continue to seek out alternative
sources of funding and equipment.

“And that’s just one part of being
accountable to the citizens of our
county,” he said.  “As I pledged in
my original bid for election in 2008
— which still stands true today —
accountability, efficiency, being

straightfor-
ward with
no sugar-
c o a t i n g ,
b e i n g
approach-
able and
being com-
mitted to
fair and
equal law
e n f o r c e -
ment have

always been the important beliefs to
abide by.  These beliefs are a big part
of why (the department) is as suc-
cessful as it is today.

“Unfortunately though, I’ve been
tested on more than one occasion to
have to address high profile sensitive
situations,” Hanson added.  “Unlike
some, I have faced such confronta-
tions head-on when following the
path of least resistance might have
been a preferred choice by others. I
take no pride in the least of taking on
controversial issues, but as I’ve
demonstrated, I will not fall prey to
political pressure or personal influ-
ences, as they will remain having no
part in tough decision-making.”

Hanson’s involvement with the
sheriff’s department began in 1982
while he was a sophomore in high
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GOT INK?
Tell us about your favorite
tattoo and why you like it

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s difficult to go just about anywhere these days without seeing some-
one sporting one or several tattoos.

Skin art has been around for hundreds of years.  Some “tats” are simple,
while others are incredibly intricate – they come in all designs, sizes,
shapes, styles and colors – but they’re all personal.

Since the 1970s, tattoos have become a mainstream part of global and
Western fashion, common among both sexes as well as to all economic
classes and age groups ranging from the teens to middle age and beyond.

For many Americans today, the tattoo has taken on a decidedly different
meaning than for previous generations.  That is, the tattoo has undergone
dramatic redefinition, shifting from a symbol of defiance to a widely
acceptable form of expression.
The Chronicle would like to delve into this subject a bit more by publish-

ing a feature piece on tattoos – specifically, tattoos proudly worn by area
residents who will, hopefully, be willing to talk about their masterpieces
and tell us their story.

If you’re willing to be interviewed, just give us a call at (989) 872-2010
or email Editor Tom Montgomery at tom@ccchronicle.net.  Or, you could
just drop us a line with a photo (or two) and tell us a little about yourself

Please turn to page 6.

THE NATIONAL Weather Service issued an area flood advisory Thursday

night for areas around the upper Thumb – including all of Huron County and

northern Tuscola and Sanilac counties – following heavy rain in the region.

The rainfall caused water levels to continue rising on the Cass River, pictured

above at the M-53 bridge adjacent to Evergreen Park in Sanilac County. 

Hanson announces plan to seek
third term as Huron Co. sheriff

Kelly J. Hanson

Sanilac driver facing charges
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies said a motorist was expected to be
charged in connection with a one-vehicle traffic accident Thursday morning.

Deputies were dispatched to the scene of the crash – Decker Road near
Marlette Road in Marlette Township – at about 8:30 a.m., according to
reports.

“(The) investigation revealed that 2004 Chevrolet Colorado, being driven
by a 58-year-old male from Peck, was traveling southbound on Decker Road
and left the roadway to avoid hitting a deer,” Sgt. Shelly Park said.  “The
vehicle entered the west ditch and then returned back on the roadway, caus-
ing the vehicle to roll over onto the roof.”
The driver was transported by ambulance to Marlette Regional Hospital for

treatment.
“The driver was wearing a seatbelt at the time of the accident and his name

is being withheld pending his arraignment on charges related to the acci-
dent,” Park said.
Marlette police, fire fighters and EMS personnel all assisted deputies at the

scene.

SCOTT WHIPPLE (right) from the Huron

Intermediate School District assists Owen-Gage

High School junior David Binder with his sand

mold during the “Foundry in a Box” project

recently presented at the school by members of the

American Foundry Society Saginaw Valley

Chapter.

Foundry in a Box gives
O-G students taste of
metal casting process

Owen-Gage students recently enjoyed an opportunity to try their hand at
creating metal castings in conjunction with a program designed to spark
interest in the craft among the next generation of engineers and technicians.
The American Foundry Society (AFS), Saginaw Valley Chapter (SVC), vis-

ited Owen-Gage Schools and presented an educational, hands-on activity
called “Foundry in a Box”.
“This unique experience was created to get the next generation of engineers

and technicians excited about Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(TEM), and this one associated career – called castings,” explained Mary
Ann Minkler, administrative assistant at Owen-Gage.

“A ‘Foundry in a Box’ is just what it sounds like; a portable foundry,”
Minkler said.  “The goal of this experience is to teach youth what a foundry
and metal melting are all about.”

The program began with an explanation of the many types of metal cast-
Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson will seek a third term in
office.
Hanson last week announced he has

filed election documents as a
Republican with the Huron County
Clerk’s Office in hopes of serving
four more years, from 2017 through
2020.  His name will appear on the
Aug. 2, 2016, ballot.  

“During the last seven years and
three months, (the) sheriff’s 0ffice
has dealt with many challenges as
society continues to change, change
that’s not normally for the better,”
Hanson said.

“Drug enforcement continues to be
a priority, as well as the general safe-
ty of our county’s residents,” he
added.  “In my 33 years of involve-
ment with the sheriff’s Office, never
before has technology and equip-
ment, along with enthusiastic
deputies, been in place to allow it to
solve crime and meet the law
enforcement needs of our people.
“We’ve worked hard to acquire that

technology and equipment by way of
grants, forfeiture funds, donations,
fundraisers and military surplus.
(The) sheriff’s office has excelled
beyond many others of its similar
size and we take an awful lot of pride
in that accomplishment. However,
there is no comfort zone to let our
guard down and we must always
remain open minded and flexible to
adapt to the times.”

If reelected, Hanson says he will

school.  He worked as a deck hand in
the marine division with the deputy
who was the office’s helicopter pilot.
For the next two years, he received
no pay other than the privilege of
building pilot flight training time in
the helicopter.  He later went on to
become a commercial pilot in both
helicopters and fixed wing aircraft.

The sheriff’s department also
arranged for Hanson to become a
scuba diver, enabling him to become
certified in open water and ice diving
operations.

After graduating from high school
in 1984, he was placed on the payroll
as a full-time marine deputy and was
assigned to the jail as a corrections
officer during the winter months.
Hanson attended the police academy
at Delta College in 1985 and was
assigned to the sheriff’s department
road patrol, while continuing to work
on the water during the summer
months.

In 1989, he left full time employ-
ment at the sheriff’s department to
serve as a full-time patrolman for the
city of Bad Axe. Two years later he
joined the family’s automobile busi-
ness, full time as its president, stay-
ing on part-time at both the sheriff’s
department and Bad Axe City Police
Department.

As sheriff, Hanson acknowledged
there have been ups and downs, but
added, “My record as sheriff goes
without saying.  To say that the last
seven years and three months as
sheriff have been flawless would be
inaccurate because we as humans do

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Village officials say they’re every bit as frustrated as the com-
munity’s residents over the continued lack of a grocery store in town, espe-
cially after a Thumb businessman purchased the former Erla’s Food Center
building last fall and announced plans to eventually open a grocery in the
village.
What many people don’t understand is the amount of time and pre-planning

work that goes into the process of opening a business, starting with ironing
out all of the details involved in making a multi-million dollar investment,
according to Tuscola County Economic Development Corporation (EDC)
Executive Director Steve Erickson.
Erickson was among the speakers during the fifth annual Farm Market Day,

held Friday at the Cass City Municipal Building.  The event included an
announcement by Greater Thumb Agribusiness Corp. officials, who said
plans are set for a year-round, indoor farmers’ market to open in mid-May in
a former Save-A-Lot store building on Frank Street in Caro.

The news prompted a local business in attendance, Bud Schneeberger of

Please turn to page 7.

With lack of grocery

Village officials: we
are frustrated, too
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The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-
dents of the month for March is
being a “Critical, Creative Thinker”.
A student who is a critical, creative
thinker identifies problems, collects
information, organizes, compares
and contrasts data, and then forms an
opinion.  He or she also develops
strategies to solve problems and
evaluates a conclusion.  The follow-
ing students have been chosen:
Amber Haldane, fifth grade (elemen-

tary level), daughter of Robert and
Patty Haldane; Sierra Mascorro,
eighth grade (junior high level),
daughter of Audrey Mascorro and
Steve Farlow; Kaitlynn Ross, tenth
grade (high school level), daughter
of Ryan and Jennifer Ross; and
Courtney Wightman, twelfth grade
(senior student), daughter of Karrie
Abbe and Eric and Crystal
Wightman.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Courtney Wightman.  Courtney has
been very active in sports throughout
her high school career and has won
numerous awards.  She has partici-
pated in basketball and softball all
four years, volleyball the first two
years, and as a sophomore participat-
ed in track and equestrian.  Courtney
also participated in band her fresh-

Amber Haldane

man and sophomore years.  
Courtney has been on the honor roll

and a member of the 3.0 Honors
Club throughout high school.  She
also was inducted into the National
Honor Society her sophomore year.

As a junior, Courtney served as the
NHS vice-president and currently is
the chapter’s president.  She has held
the following class offices: vice-
president—freshman, treasurer—
sophomore, secretary—junior.  As a
sophomore, Courtney was the stu-
dent council treasurer.  As a junior,
she served as the student council
vice-president and currently is the
president of the student council.
Courtney was a homecoming repre-

sentative her freshman and sopho-
more years and was crowned the
2015-16 homecoming queen this

year.  She has been a member of the
yearbook staff since her sophomore
year.  As a junior, she was on the
prom committee.  Courtney has
attended the Huron Area Technical
Center, enrolled in the Food Service
& Hospitality program the past two
years.  She is currently doing on-the-
job training at Te Voortwis Dairy of
Bad Axe where she has also worked
for the past two and a half years.  

Courtney plans to attend college to
pursue a career in dairy management
following a year of work.  

Sierra Mascorro

Kaitlynn Ross

Courtney Wightman

Owen-Gage officials announce
March’s “Students of Month”
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Polyester wars

opposition and claiming victory over the polyester. No
surrender. No retreat. 

Mark my words: The. Shirt. Will. Not. Win.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright, author and member of the
National Society of Newspaper Columnists. Don’t miss
a slice; follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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CPR in state schools
simply a no-brainer

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
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Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit
any and all copy for content and size restrictions.
Final editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle
management and staff.    Deadline for classified
advertising is Monday, noon and deadline for display
advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edi-
tion.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
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money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
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Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
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birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The American Heart Association recently brought
together more than 60 volunteers from across Michigan
to meet lawmakers and urge them to support the CPR in
Schools legislation, which would ensure that all
Michigan students learn the life-saving skill of CPR.

Many of the volunteers were everyday people whose
lives have been impacted by CPR.

Melissa Johnson, whose fiancé passed away just two
and a half years ago, was among the volunteers who
spoke with lawmakers.

“When my fiancé went into cardiac arrest while play-
ing basketball with some of his students, they waited for
eight minutes until emergency responders arrived
because none of them knew CPR, and the young people
and myself are still haunted by the guilt and the ‘what
ifs,’” said Johnson.  “I’m meeting with lawmakers
today as a way of honoring the legacy of my fiancé who
was referred to as ‘Coach’ and ‘Superman,’ in hopes
that this legislation will prepare the next generation of
students to save lives.”

Nearly 357,000 people have cardiac arrest outside of
a hospital every year, and only eight percent survive.
CPR can nearly triple survival rates for cardiac arrest

by providing assistance until EMTs arrive. If a victim
doesn’t get help within the first three to five minutes,
brain damage may begin to occur. That’s why bystander
CPR is so critical.

“As a CPR trainer, former teacher and coach for 37
years, and a father who had to perform CPR on my 6-
year-old son, I’ve seen first-hand how CPR can save
lives,” state Rep. Thomas Hooker (R-Byron Center)
said. “Having our kids trained in CPR will become
increasingly important as Baby Boomers continue to
age. Today’s students could be tomorrow’s lifesavers.”
Hooker and Sen. Schuitmaker are sponsoring HB 5160

and SB 647 to make that a reality by requiring all of the
state’s schools to provide CPR training to students
before they receive a high school diploma.

If every high school student in Michigan learned CPR
before graduation, Michigan would gain 100,000 more
qualified lifesavers each year. Twenty-eight states have
already passed similar laws to ensure that every high
school student is CPR-trained before graduation.
Cardiac arrest survival rates have increased in the
states and communities in which students are taught
CPR.
“Contrary to belief, you don’t need to be a profession-

al to perform CPR, and even young people are capable
of learning and performing CPR correctly,” said Brad
Uren, an emergency room physician. “Fire, police and
ambulance agencies and healthcare professionals like
myself are enthusiastic about working with schools to
educate our students in the life-saving skill of CPR.”

The legislation is supported by the American Heart
Association, Michigan Association of Ambulance
Services, Michigan College of Emergency Physicians,
Michigan Emergency Nurses Association, Michigan
Fraternal Order of Police, Michigan State Medical
Society and more.
We support it, too.  In an age when so many education-

related proposals and mandates make little sense, this
one is a no-brainer, one that could mean the difference
between life and death for someone special in your life.

Laundry’s never been my thing, even though I’ve had
more than my fair share of experience with the spin
cycle. Lord knows I’ve tried, but despite a decades-
long love affair with bleach, my kids were always the
ones with the grayish, never-quite-perfectly white
socks. I finally figured out the black athletic socks
don’t show dirt like the white ones do, so now I try to
buy those. 
I may have scored a small triumph over the socks, but

every laundry CEO understands you can’t avoid white
completely. My current battle involves a long-sleeved
white polyester T-shirt. It belongs to my son and was
a special birthday gift he picked out himself. It is
embellished with the correct and trendy logo favored
by those who wish to score high on the cool-meter.
Let me tell you a little something about polyester. It’s

the fabric of choice for stylish sports-oriented kids and
yoga-pant wearing moms. According to my extensive
Internet research, polyester is a synthetic polymer,
which is a fancy term for plastic in disguise. It resists
wrinkles, fading, shrinking and is form fitting, durable
and pretty darn comfortable. It’s also troublesome for
laundry-challenged folks like myself. 

That’s because oil and polyester do not mix. 
Polyester is touted as an easy-to-care-for fabric.

Unless you get an oil stain. My son got an oil stain. 
Unfortunately, as the laundry guru I’ve already estab-

lished myself to be, I did not notice the stain or pre-
treat the stain or otherwise attend to the stain in any
manner or fashion until after the (nearly new, favorite)
shirt went through the entire laundry cycle – including
the dryer. I can hear your gasps of horror and disbelief,
and I do apologize. 

That was two weeks ago. We’ve been at war ever
since – me versus the shirt. What started as a small
grease stain has morphed into a larger area, probably
because of my attempts to remove the stain with any
number of concoctions that were not Google-
approved. (I started this fight as a lone soldier. I’ve
since gone online for expert reinforcements, which
have, regrettably, also proved unsuccessful.)

In the process, the shirt seems to have taken on a
dingy, grayish tint that I’m determined to correct. I’ve
tried every remedy outlined online by my allies –
laundry kings and queens who actually blog about the
topic. Right now the little bugger is soaking in a mix-
ture of vinegar, lemon juice, hydrogen peroxide and
hot water. I think/hope it’s looking whiter. The whole
experience has left me exhausted and smelling like
pickles.

I am tempted to take the shirt out of the soak and put
it through another wash cycle, but I’m afraid of my
adversary’s next move. Still, I remain determined.
Although the shirt has proven a worthy opponent, fail-
ure and defeat are not in this warrior’s vocabulary. 

A tiny grease spot on a favorite shirt has grown into
something bigger than any shirt or stain or laundry-
crusading mom. It is about relentless pursuit of the
enemy, endurance during combat, conquering the

Pinney Foundation President Dave Milligan encour-
ages any non-profit organizations to submit requests
for grant money from the Cass City philanthropic
group by Friday, April 29, to be considered for the local
foundation’s annual endowments, which are presented
twice annually.

To be considered, send your written requests to
Milligan at 6226 Bay City-Forestville Rd., Cass City,
MI 48726, or via email at dave@milliganfarms.com.

More information is available by contacting Milligan
at (989) 872-2937.

***********

Local governments, non-profit groups and the public
are invited to an upcoming Michigan Grant Seminar,
hosted by state Senator Mike Green Friday, April 22.

The event is slated for 9 to 11 a.m. at the Brentwood,
178 Park Dr., Caro.

Special guests will include Senator Phil Pavlov and
Rep. Dr. Edward “Ned” Canfield, D.O., along with rep-
resentatives of the Michigan Department Agriculture
and Rural Development, DEQ, Michigan EDC,
Michigan DNR, veterans affairs and MDOT.

For more information or to RSVP, contact Green’s
office at (866) 305-2131 or via email at
senmgreen@senate.michigan.gov.

**********

It’s always nice to get away on vacation. And it’s
always nice to come home.    

The latter, however, almost didn’t happen for me
Friday night as the Haires attempted to fly home from
the Denver International Airport, capping a week of
holiday time spent out west.

We – Kacey, Parker, Karen and I - arrived at the
Denver airfield plenty early to make our flight home on
Spirit Airlines. The time to spare came in handy as
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) person-
nel made certain the family patriarch wasn’t a terrorist
threat before allowing me to board the 8:20 p.m. flight
to Detroit.

The TSA screening process started harmless enough.
After passing through the first check point where flight
plan and boarding passes are verified, I slipped off my
shoes, removed my belt, and put anything that I thought
might trip the “millimeter wave advanced imaging
technology” alarm into a plastic bin. That tub was then
x-rayed before the contents could be returned.
Millimeter wave advanced imaging technology safely
screens passengers without physical contact for metal-
lic and non-metallic threats, including weapons and
explosives, which may be concealed under clothing. 

Meanwhile, another screening process required me to
walk through a stand-up metal detector. After doing so,
things got a little more interesting.

Evidently, a gray-haired, 195-pound man, dressed in
Carhartt jeans, was too much of a safety risk and need-
ed additional testing. So, I was told to turn my palms
over and they were quickly swabbed. Approximately
five minutes later, I was informed there were traces of
explosive discovered. That led to a pat-down screening
by a pair of TSA officials in a different and private
location.

“Assume the airplane position,” said one of the same
gender TSA officers.

Halfway through the scrutiny, my jeans (remember I
had taken off my belt) started to slip towards the floor.

“Hold up your pants,” instructed the other TSA
bureaucrat. 

That confused things. “I can’t assume the airplane
position and hold unto my pants at the same time,” was
my response to the nearly apologetic TSA representa-
tives, who I thanked for helping to keep our airways
safe.

Anyway, while waiting for the test results, the TSA
folks told me “If this search confirms the presence of
explosive materials, you will need to talk to some scary
people next.”

It didn’t, and our flight back to Michigan was smooth
sailing going forward.

Clarke Haire

Publisher
Tom Montgomery

Editor

Land offer for hall
worth our support

At the March 26 Novesta Township Annual
Meeting, Walter Kloc, township resident and
landowner, submitted a proposal to the electors at the
meeting.  He offered free of charge two acres of land
on the southwest corner of Cemetery and DeLong
roads for the purpose of erecting a new township hall.

This location is one mile north of the center of the
township and close to the township cemetery.
He also submitted a proposed floor plan for a 1,490-

square-foot building sufficient to be a township hall.
Cost figures were given based on information Walter
has spent many hours collecting.

Walter and Ralph Zinnecker, township supervisor,
have visited many township halls recently, built in
the area, to get a feel for what is needed and what is
not.

I believe this project is worth the support of town-
ship residents, and may be our best chance to have
our own up-to-date building for voting, meetings,
township official offices and record and historical
storage.

The township board will be considering its options
at future meetings and would appreciate your input in
person or via signed letter.

Your township officials: Ralph Zinnecker, supervi-
sor; Joann Peters, clerk; Val Peters, treasurer; and
trustees Marlene Sieradzki and David Little.

Dale Churchill
Deford
Former township supervisor and trustee
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week:

*Chelsee L. Howard, 29,
Sebewaing, was sentenced to 180
days in the county jail and 36 months
probation following her plea of
guilty to a charge of possession of a
controlled substance, second
offense, May 6 in Wisner Township.

She was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,258 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Patrick G. Betts, 49, Owensboro,
Ky., was sentenced to 270 days in
jail and 60 months probation follow-
ing his plea of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, July 19,
2014, in Mayville.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Nicholas R. Williams, 31, Akron,
was sentenced to 18 months to 15
years in prison following his pleas of
no contest to charges of forgery
involving a $235 check drawn on
Team One Credit Union, larceny
from a motor vehicle, and
retaining/stealing a financial transac-
tion device without consent of the
device-holder Sept. 2 in Akron.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay cost and fines totaling
$394 plus attorneys fees of $500 and
restitution of $535.99.

*Joshua M. Rosebush, 27, Vassar,
was sentenced to two to 15 years in
prison following his pleas of guilty
to two counts of retaining/stealing a
financial transaction device without
consent of the device-holder and one
count of assault or obstructing a pub-
lic officer Dec. 23 in Caro.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,194 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Kimberly A. Wilkinson, 34,
Elkton, was sentenced to six to 30
years in prison following her pleas of

no contest to two counts of second
degree home invasion and one count
of conducting a criminal enterprise
between Sept. 15 and Sept. 18 in
Wisner and Akron townships.  She
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

In addition to prison time, she was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,644 plus attorneys fees of
$500 and restitution of $6,672.19.

*Richard M. Severn, 27,
Millington, was sentenced to 270
days in jail and 36 months probation
following his pleas of no contest to
two counts of receiving and conceal-
ing stolen firearms Aug. 18 in Vassar
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,326.

*Eric D. Chippi, 32, Cass City,
received a one-year delayed sen-
tence following his pleas of guilty to
charges of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer and
assault or assault and battery Aug. 15
in Elkland Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

He was placed on 12 months proba-
tion and ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,308.

*Randall J. DuRussell, 62, Caro,
pleaded no contest to attempted
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer Dec. 13 in Indianfields
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $100.  Sentencing is to
be scheduled.
*Michael J. Seidell, 44, Vassar, was

sentenced to 30 days in jail follow-
ing his plea of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, July 25
in Vassar.

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to complete
480 hours of community service and
pay costs and fines totaling $1,258
plus restitution of $120.

*Dennis J. Bricker, 32, Elkton, was
sentenced to six to 20 years in prison
following his pleas of no contest to
two counts of second degree home
invasion and one count of conduct-
ing a criminal enterprise between
Sept. 15 and Sept. 18 in Wisner and
Akron townships.

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,644 plus attorneys fees of
$500 and restitution of $6,972.19.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A four-month investigation into
alleged cocaine trafficking in Huron
County led sheriff’s deputies to a
Bay Port residence, where they
arrested a 26-year-old resident on
drug-related charges last week.

The arrest took place Tuesday night

after the suspect pulled into his resi-
dence on the north side of Bay Port,
according to Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson.

“The driver, John P. Nugent Jr., was
arrested for felony delivery of
cocaine and for operating a vehicle
with the presence of drugs,” Hanson
said.  “A search warrant for his resi-
dence was then executed, which

resulted in over $700 in cash being
confiscated from him, as well as
cocaine and marijuana (being)
seized.”

Nugent was lodged in the Huron
County Jail and formally arraigned
on the charges last Wednesday in
Huron County District Court.  Bond
in the case was set at $8,500 (10 per-
cent).  Nugent posted bond and was
released.

Cocaine probe leads to one arrest

Area boys scouting for food
Cass City area Boy and Cub scouts are gearing up to lend a hand to Revive

Ministries by organizing their own food drive.
Members of Boy Scout troops 594 and 500, Cass City, and Cub Scout Pack

3594, also of Cass City, were scheduled to drop off collection bags at local
residences over the weekend, with plans to pick up donation of non-perish-
able food items during the afternoon Saturday, April 9.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Grandparents have
a really sweet deal
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Cass City School officials recently
announced the top graduates of the
Class of 2011. Leading this year’s
class are 2 valedictorians — Krista
Guinther and Dallas Woodward —
who share 4.0 grade point averages.
Earning salutatorian honors is
Amanda Clifton with a near-perfect
3.99 grade point average. Guinther,
daughter of Trina Guinther and
Ronald and Cheryl Guinther, has
been involved in student council,
the National Honor Society, year-
book staff and Future Youth
Involvement (FYI), the youth
branch of the Tuscola County
Community Foundation.
Woodward, the son of Kevin and
Tammy Woodward, has earned the
coveted Cass City Public School
Red Hawk Award of Excellence. He
was honored with the high school
senior class titles of “Most Likely to
Succeed” and “Biggest
Bookworm”. Woodward plans to
attend the University of Michigan in
the fall to begin pursuing a career as
a teacher/professor. Clifton, the
daughter of Rod and Teresa Clifton,
has been a member of the National
Honor Society. She has also partici-
pated in basketball and soccer, and
was an honorable mention selection
in basketball. Clifton has been
awarded a CMU Board of Trustees
Scholarship along with a Centralis
Scholarship.

The Cass City Lions Club was the
big winner in its own annual
“sunken car” raffle this year, thanks
to Jim Brown, Cass City, who
donated his $4,000 grand prize back
to the club after the car went
through the ice on the date of his
winning ticket — March 28. Joe
Pierce and Joe Weiler won second
and third place, respectively, and
each received $750. Presenting the
check was Cass City Lions Club
representative Gary Jones.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

The Cass City Chamber of
Commerce saluted a long-time edu-
cator and community servant
Saturday during its annual dinner
banquet held before a capacity
crowd at Northwood Meadows.
Former superintendent Ken
Micklash’s acceptance of the cham-
ber’s most prestigious honor –
Citizen of the Year – together with
the announcement of the Junior
Citizen of the Year winner, Nicole
Froede, highlighted the affair. 
A tip of the hat to Cass City Middle

School students who performed var-
ious acts at the Chamber of
Commerce dinner. The entertainers
were: Rachael Rule, Stephanie
Steely, Paige Lester, Elise Nicol,
Brittany Nicol, Sarah Zmierski,
Jennifer Manwell and Lauren
Zdrojewski. (From Rabbit Tracks) 

The 2006 Cass City girls’ track
members coached by Laura
Schinnerer are Leah Whittaker,
Ashley Weiss, Klyn Puterbaugh,
Kelli Lautner, Jennica Richards,
Andrea Zimmerman, Brooke Mika,
Brittany Loomis, Becca Doerr,
Brittany Karavas, Cassie Parker,
Sarah Reed, Caitlin Sorenson, Kati
Hill, Ashley Puterbaugh, Carly
Howard and Jen Zmierski.

Five generations of the Marker
family gathered together they are
Ruth Marker Rhodes of Burt, Amy
Rhodes Dickey of Vassar, Ricky
Rhodes of Burt, Mabel Maker of
Unionville, and Robert Dickey Jr. of
Vassar. 

Tara A. McNeil and Alan J.
Schlegel announce their engage-
ment. The bride-elect is the daugh-
ter of Rick and Ann Russell of
Akron and Terry McNeil of
Unionville. The prospective groom
is the son of John and Sarah
Schlegel of Frankenmuth. Tara is
the owner/operator of a photogra-
phy business and is employed by
Dobson Cellular Systems. Alan is a
co-owner of Schlegel Trucking of
Frankenmuth. A June 17, 2006 wed-
ding is planned. 

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

The Cass City Cub Scouts recently
held their annual Blue and Gold
Banquet at Cass City High School.
The following awards were present-
ed: Den 1 - Joshua Sherman and
Craig Emmert earned their Wolf
badges and Kyle Ross a silver
arrow. Den 2 - Randy Diebel and
Andy Dale earned their Wolf
badges, Brad Ypma, one gold and
one silver arrow point, Craig
Haynes earned his Wolf badge and
one gold and 2 silver arrows, Greg
Festian, his Wolf badge and one
gold arrow, and Chris Heckroth, his
Wolf badge, one gold and 2 silver
arrows. Den 3 - Joshua Nicols

received his Bobcat and Bear badge,
and Matt Perry, Bryce VanVliet,
Aaron Wiles and B.J. Salas earned
their Bear badges. Jordon Kroswek,
Trent Milligan, Aaron Volz and
Bradley Roche, all from Den 4,
earned their Bear badge and a gold
arrow, and Bradley Roche also
earned a silver arrow. Matt Derfiny
earned his Naturalist pin.

Born March 20 to Scott and Shelly
Miller of Cass City, a son, at Huron
Memorial Hospital, Bad Axe. Cole
David weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces
and joins a brother, Brandon.
Grandparents are Keith and Norma
Rabideau of Gagetown and Delmar
and Margo Miller of Owendale.

A former area resident is among
more than 20 candidates eligible to
participate in Alma College’s 1991
commencement, scheduled for April
20. She is Jeanette Roberson of East
Tawas, formerly of Cass City.
Robertson, a 1987 graduate of Cass
City High School, is a candidate for
a bachelor of science degree in biol-
ogy. She is the daughter of the Rev.
S. Joe and Mary Ellen Robertson.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Mrs. Richard Hill of Lapeer was a
Sunday guest of Miss Mary Hanby
and attended the centennial services
at the Baptist church. Mrs. Hill
(Barbara Buckley) is a former
church secretary and children’s
worker. Also luncheon guests of
Miss Hanby and Mrs. Edith Ward
were Miss Karen Perry and Mr. and
Mrs. Don Hanby and family.

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Little went to
Kalkaska Thursday and brought
home her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Howard Woodard, who had been
visiting his brother and wife; Mr.
and Mrs. Bob Woodard. Howard
Woodard sustained injuries in a fall
while there and was admitted to
Hills and Dales Hospital Saturday.
He was released Monday.

The families of Bess Anne Sparks
and Harvey Robert Wonnacott
announce their engagement. A July
11 wedding at the Owendale United
Methodist church is planned with
Bess Anne’s mother, Rev. Myra L.
Sparks, pastor of the Owendale and
Gagetown United Methodist
churches, officiating. The bride’s
father, Rev. Wayne E. Sparks of
Caseville United Methodist church,
will accompany her to the altar.
Harvey’s parents, Harvey J. and
Mildred Wonnacott, formerly of
Pickford, now live at Rockland,
Mich. Bess Anne is a senior at
Caseville Public Schools and is a
part-time employee under the coop-
erative education program at the
Pigeon Progress-Advance newspa-
per. Harvey is a 1976 graduate of
the Ontonagon Area High School.

Owendale-Gagetown High School
has announced that Cheryl Mandich
and Juana Flores are valedictorian
and salutatorian respectively of the
Class of 1981. Miss Mandich,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis
Mandich of Owendale, will gradu-
ate with a 4.0 grade point average.
She plans to attend Michigan State
University and enter the pre-veteri-
nary medicine program. She has
been given an academic excellence
award from MSU. Miss Mandich
has been a member of the volleyball
and track teams, Future
Homemakers of America and presi-
dent of it in her junior year, and a
member of the National Honor
Society since her sophomore year. A
recent Owen-Gage student of the
month, salutatorian Juana Flores is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Flores of Owendale. Miss
Flores, who will graduate with a 3.9
grade point average, plans to attend
Grand Valley State College, where
she has been given a cash award for
academic excellence in high school.
She is president of the National
Honor Society and is secretary of
the senior class. She has also held
offices in her freshman and sopho-
more classes, Miss Flores has been
involved in band, dramatic produc-
tions, basketball, softball, and
recently completed her tenure as
yearbook editor. 

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Rev. Gordon Sears and sons,
Warren, Jon and Carl, were Sunday
dinner guests of the Stan Guinther
family. The Sears were house guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rayl from
Saturday night through Wednesday.
They are musical evangelists and
participated in special services at
First Baptist church this week. 

Miss Dianna Fisher was guest of
honor Sunday afternoon at a bridal
shower at her parents’ home given
by the girls who will be her atten-
dants. About 30 attended. Her wed-
ding to Rocky Culpepper will take

place June 25. Both Miss Fisher and
Mr. Culpepper are students at the
Midwest Baptist Bible College at
Pontiac. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Murphy, Jerry
Toner and Miss Mari Butler were in
Detroit Sunday evening to attend
the Pistons Philadelphia basketball
game. 

Miss Melinda Kirn spent from
Tuesday until Sunday with her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kirn and
Kathy before returning to Owosso
to begin another term at John
Wesley College. Miss Kirn returned
home Tuesday after spending a
month in Spain. She spent a brief
time with her brother, Michael,
USN, who is stationed in Spain.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)

Four new members of the board of
directors of the Cass City Chamber
of Commerce were named this week
to replace retiring directors. The
new members are: James Gross,
Dick Drews, Barney Hoffman and
Fred Leeson. 
Judith Ann Wurm, daughter of Mr.,

and Mrs. Donald M. Wurm of
Sebewaing, has graduated as a den-
tal nurse from Elkhart University of
Medical and Dental Technique. She
graduated from Sebewaing High
School in 1965, The Wurm family
are former Cass City residents. 

Plans are being completed for the
annual Scout Fair which will be
held at the Saginaw Fair Grounds.
Tickets for the event are available
from Fred Auten in Cass City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don DeLong, Mr.
and Mrs. Howard Loomis, Donald
Loomis and son Tommy and David
Loomis went to Williamston
Saturday to attend the Merchant cat-
tle sale and were luncheon guests of
Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Murray and fami-
ly.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Kenneth Smith of Bad Axe has
rented the cement block on West
Main Street until recently occupied
by Don Hunter as an auto bumping
shop, and has installed a dry clean-
ing establishment. In the equipment
are a Sec dry cleaning unit using
carbon tetrachloride fluid which is
non-inflamable and odorless, a tum-
bler, press, ironing board and steam
boiler. Mr. Smith for the past five
years has operated a rug cleaning
shop in Bad Axe and was also
employed by the Patterson Dry
Cleaning Shop in that city. Previous
to that time, he had 10 years’ expe-
rience in dry cleaning establish-
ments in Detroit.

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Sandham of
Cass City announce the engagement
of their daughter, Johanna Jane, to
Mr. Archibald E. Vallier of Detroit,
son of Dr. and Mrs. A. E. Vallier, of
Santa Ana, California. Plans are
being made for the wedding to take
place Saturday, May 17. Miss
Sandham announced her engage-
ment to a number of her friends in
Detroit when she entertained at a
dinner in her apartment in that city
Monday evening, Mar. 31. At the
close of the dinner, Mr. Vallier
appeared and showed moving pic-
tures. The scenes depicted Mr.
Vallier’s arrival at the Sandham
home to ask for the hand of their
daughter and ended by Miss
Sandham showing her parents the
ring. Mr. Vallier has been employed
by the Ethyl Gas Corporation in
Detroit and is an automotive engi-
neer. He is a commissioned United
States Army officer and will report
for service to Uncle Sam the first
part of May. He will be stationed at
Detroit. Miss Sandham is a graduate
of Cass City High School and
Michigan State College and later
attended Cleary Business College at
Ypsilanti. She has been employed at
the Petroleum Service, Inc., in
Detroit.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

Last week Alfred E. Goodall, liv-
ing one and a half miles northwest
of Cass City, sold five head of
Grade Durham cattle for $478.80,
an average of $95.76 each. Four of
the above were two-year-olds and
brought $373.50 and one was three
years old and netted his owner
$105.30. Mr. Goodall had sold one
tot previous to this and still has 15
head of young cattle nearly fit for
market. 
When boys are looking for the glit-

ter of city life, they should study
what can be done by good enterprise
and good judgment on the farm.

Miss Leola Schwaderer spent
Saturday at the home of Hersey
Young at Decker. Master Paul
Young accompanied her home and
is spending this week here.

When it comes to grandparenting, the learning curve is smooth and
easy, probably because there are very few rules.

Well, except for sweets.  Sweets are always okay.
My wife and I have been blessed with nine grandkids — all living

nearby and each as different from the other as they can be, but every
one of them special in their own way.  And they all enjoy visits to our
home.

I suspect grandma and grandpa’s house is a popular destination for
several reasons, starting with the fact that grandparents are old and
have interesting features; some have no hair, or only hair growing out
of weird places like their ears.  Some can even take their teeth out.

Many of us — myself included — do share a common joy, howev-
er; we really savor opportunities to let the kids do all the things
they’re not supposed to at home.  We usually revel in telling the little
munchkins that, yes, they may in fact, have one (or three) of those,
even if they do forget to say “please”.
And why not?  We have time and a few more dollars in our pockets

compared to our child-rearing years, and we have all sorts of cool
“stuff” in nearly every cupboard and cabinet, just waiting to be
explored by tiny fingers.

Of course, we know that when all the fun is over, the little ones are
going to take all of that sugar-fueled energy back home with mom
and dad, just in time for bed.
I don’t know about you, but I particularly enjoy ignoring my daugh-

ters’ glares when I offer the kids an extra chocolate cookie just as
they’re climbing into the old minivan.
No bib?  No problem, daughter, that’s why they invented soap, water

and the washing machine (not to mention sleeves).  Duh!
Don’t get me wrong — our grandchildren love fruit and often go for

the bananas and apples first.  And they’re always on the lookout for
a hunk of cheese, or one of those cucumbers or tomatoes fresh out of
grandpa’s garden.  But they aren’t about to turn down a handful of
Skittles on the side.  Or a quarter that magically appears from behind
their ear.

Grandparents are special because we have the luxury of taking the
time to give each youngster some special attention, whether it’s head-
ing outside to search for bugs, cut a few flowers, climb a tree or catch
a fish.

We’re also reasonably easy to manipulate.  I mean, even if grandpa
say’s “no”, grandma will probably say “yes” (and have a word with
grandpa later).
I imagine when our kids were young, we looked a great deal like my

daughters and their broods — always rushing around, especially
when it came time to gather the youngsters along with their toys,
shoes, jackets, etc., for the journey back home from wherever.  Meal
times were often crazy hectic, and getting everyone ready and off to
school was a fascinating study in multitasking.

No wonder we look old and tired these days.
And happy, because there’s nothing that compares to having a little

one — with bright eyes and a broad smile — running up to you and
wrapping their little arms around your neck for a big hug.

Now that’s sweet.
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Undersheriff Glen Skrent reported more than 40 peo-

ple attended last week’s weather spotter – Skywarn – class hosted by the

Tuscola County Medical Care Facility and led by Tuscola County Emergency

Services Coordinator Deputy Steve Anderson and the National Weather

Service (NWS).  The class instructs residents to spot tornadoes and other

severe weather locally in cooperation with the NWS.  Severe Weather

Awareness Week is April 10-16.

Continued from page one.

Huron Co. sheriff announces reelection bid

make mistakes.  I take being sheriff
very seriously and have repeatedly
proven my honesty and dedication
over and over.  ‘Integrity’ is a given

and not some campaign word of
choice that’s typically abused and
over-used by ungenuine political
candidates. 

“I walked into the jail at midnight
on Jan. 1 of 2009 and have been on
the job ever since,” the sheriff con-
tinued.  “I’ve maintained an open
door policy with the deputies, the
board of commissioners, other elect-

ed officials, community leaders and
the citizens of Huron County either
in person, by phone or letter.

“Rest assured that if re-elected, I
will continue being on the job and
living it as I’ve literally been doing
since that date,” he said.  “My goal
then, and still is today, to do the best
I can for the citizens that I and the
men and women of your sheriff’s
office serve.”

(your full name, age, hometown, occupation, etc.) and answer a few ques-
tions such as “What made you decide to get a tattoo?”, “How did you go
about picking a design and an artist?”, “What were your concerns?”, “Have
you ever regretted it – why or why not?”
Again, you can email us or drop by the office at the corner of Oak and Main

streets in Cass City.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Until then, think about your ink!

Got ink? Share your tat story
Continued from page one.
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IT WON’T BE long before this farm field along M-

81 becomes the focus of plowing and planting, but

this pair of ducks found the temporary pond pro-

vided by last week’s soggy weather to be just right

for a quick swim.

CARL PICKERING (photo at left) helps student Abigail Jeffery prepare her

sand mold to be poured with tin during the recent “Foundry in a Box” pro-

gram at Owen-Gage High School, while Rodney Lamurri (at right) assists stu-

dent Jacob Warack finish off his casting by removing the excess metal.bers of

the American Foundry Society Saginaw Valley Chapter.

ings and steps in the process of casting.
“Students’ in grades 7-12 selected their casting to make and packed the

mold with sand.  The molten tin was then poured in the mold and, after it
was cooled, the casting was extracted from the sand,” Minkler said.  “The
excess metal was trimmed and the student got to take home what they
made.”

Continued from page one.

Owen-Gage hosts Foundry 
in a Box program recently

Village officials: we’re frustrated, too
Continued from page one.

DNR: 2 additional deer
tested positive for CWD

Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) officials last week
confirmed that two additional free-
ranging deer have tested positive for
chronic wasting disease (CWD), a
fatal neurological disease that affects
white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk and
moose.

One of the newly confirmed CWD-
positive deer was a nine-month-old
male from Meridian Township
(Ingham County), and the other was
a 2 ¾-year-old female from
Watertown Township (Clinton
County).

Since May 2015, nearly 4,900 deer
have been tested for CWD. Seven of
these have tested positive for the dis-
ease.
At this time, samples are being col-

lected through road-kill pickup and
professional sharpshooters from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Wildlife Services. Since the
initial case was confirmed, four of
the last six positives were collected
through efforts of USDA Wildlife
Services staff. 

In all total, sharpshooters have col-
lected just over 630 deer from the
Core CWD Area, which includes
nine townships. Of those, 467 deer
were taken from Meridian Township,
108 from Williamstown Township,
41 from Bath Township, 12 from
Lansing Township, six from DeWitt
Township, and none from the
remaining townships. Another 33
have been taken outside the core
from Watertown Township.

“The partnership with area
landowners and USDA Wildlife
Services is a critical component of
our surveillance efforts to determine
the distribution of this fatal disease,”
said Chad Stewart, DNR deer spe-
cialist. “Now, with these additional
CWD-positive deer, that support is
needed more than ever.” 

“The intensive removal of deer in
these areas has a two-part benefit,”
Stewart added.  “One, it helps us
understand prevalence rates and
spread so we can make informed
decisions on disease management
moving forward; and two, by remov-
ing individual deer around areas with
known disease occurrence, it reduces
the potential for spread and accumu-
lation in our deer herd, which has
benefits not only locally, but on the
periphery of the management zone
as well.”

To-date, there is no evidence that
chronic wasting disease presents any
risk to non-cervids, including
humans, either through contact with
an infected animal or from handling

contaminated venison. However, as a
precaution, the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and the World
Health Organization recommend
infected animals not be consumed as
food by either humans or domestic
animals.
The DNR asks the public to contin-

ue to report deer that are unusually
thin and exhibiting unusual behavior
(for example, acting tame around
humans and allowing someone to
approach). 

Schneeberger’s Furniture and
Appliance, to express his frustration
with having no grocery store locally,
especially for those senior citizens in
the community with limited means
when it comes to traveling to other
communities to shop.

“I want to know what you’re going
to do in Cass City,” Schneeberger
said.  “They (seniors) can’t even buy
the fruits and vegetables they need
here.  We need something done, and
not wait three, four or five years to
get something done.”

Erickson responded, saying county
EDC officials work with local units
of government to support business
ventures – new ones as well as those
involving relocation or expansion –
by seeking out grant opportunities
and other resources.  But in the end,
he pointed out, “We’re not the guys
who turn the dirt.  We’re not the
investors.  All we can do is work to
move the (process) forward.”
Erickson, who also serves as a Cass

City Village Council trustee, later
noted that he is working closely with
Cass City Village Manager Peter
Cristiano in offering assistance to
Jim Zyrowski, president of Ben’s
Supercenter Inc., who last fall con-
firmed plans to open a grocery busi-

ness in Cass City after purchasing
the Erla’s building.  

Since then, the store’s furnishings
were sold via an online auction, and
officials have said Zyrowski would
like to construct a new store on prop-
erty located across from the Shell
station on the former Croft Clara
property along Main Street.
Negotiations reportedly are under-
way with Frankenmuth Credit
Union, which now owns the land and
recently installed an ATM there.

Cristiano suggested during a regu-
lar council meeting last week that it
could be another year or two before
Cass City residents will have a gro-
cery store, but both he and Erickson
say they’re hoping it will happen
sooner.
“We’re all frustrated, but it’s not our

fault that the previous owner (of
Erla’s) closed,” said Erickson, who
pointed out it’s a challenge to get
businessmen to come into a commu-
nity and invest, especially when
rumors circulate regarding big box
stores looking to locate in nearby
communities.  At the same time, he
added, anyone looking to invest must
follow certain time-consuming steps,
such as completing the market stud-
ies banks require.

“Our plan now is to meet with him
(Zyrowski) every week.  Every week

we’re going to brainstorm and put
our ideas together.  There are also a
couple of grant opportunities we’re
looking at,” Erickson said, adding he
and Cristiano met with Zyrowski
Thursday with Detroit Edison offi-
cials to discuss Zyrowski’s potential
electricity needs and the utility’s
willingness to work with him.
“It’s moving.  We’ll have (a grocery

store) and we’ll have a good one,”
commented Cristiano, who said he
spends time on the project virtually
every business day.  “We’re working
strongly on it and I’m hoping some-
thing will work out soon.”
“We’re doing everything physically

possible to encourage Jim and give
him what he needs,” Erickson
agreed.  “When there’s so much
money involved and so many part-
ners involved, everybody’s got to be
comfortable before the shovel goes
into the ground, and that’s the goal.”
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Julia Foote

Julia Anna Foote, 73, of Argyle (Snover), passed away Tue., March 15,
2016 at Covenant Healthcare-Cooper, Saginaw. 
Julia was born Oct. 8, 1942 in Cass City, the daughter of the late James and

Rachel (Peek) Seale. 
Julia married James Foote July 14, 1962 in Cass City. He passed away

March 24, 2004. 
Julia graduated from Cass City High School in 1961. She worked for

Snover Stamping, was a 4-H leader and enjoyed arts, crafts and ceramics,
time at the lake in Caseville, especially during the Cheeseburger in Caseville
Festival, having fun and drinking beer with her friends. 

She is survived by her children, Shelly Foote of Ubly and Jeffrey (Maria)
Foote Argyle, 9 grandchildren, Ben, Chelsea, Billy, Chris, Lakelynn, Joyce,
Wendy, Jeroen and Corne’, great-grandchildren, Kurt, James, Grace, Lillian,
Landon and Boni. A brother, Dr. Larry Seale of Mayville. 

She was predeceased by a brother, James Seale, Jr. 
Honoring Julia’s wishes, cremation has taken place. Memorial visitation

will be Sat, April 9, from 2:00 p.m. until a 3:00 p.m. service at St. Joseph
Church Hall, Argyle. Pastor Jayme Palaszeski of Argyle Methodist Church
will be officiating.

Memorials may be directed to Julia’s family. 
Please share condolences at www.thabetfuneralhome.com     
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

Cecelia Orban

Cecelia Irene Orban passed away peacefully on March 26, 2016 at her
home in Adrian, Michigan.  

CeCe was born on New Year’s Day, January 1, 1956. 
She was a lifelong resident of Michigan, and lived at the Oakwood Home

for the past 25 years.  She enjoyed spending time in the community, social-
izing with her friends, and visits from family.  She was very expressive, with
a playful sense of humor.  
She is survived by siblings James, Liz, Susan, Thomas, Deborah, Rebecca,

John, and Paul Orban, and Margaret Walker.  
She was preceded in death by her parents, Eugene and Marjorie Orban, and

her nephew Clay Orban.  
There will be a private memorial service at a later date, with her final rest-

ing place to be Oak Grove Cemetery, near Morenci, Michigan.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is hosting Mission Sunday this coming Sunday, April 10.  Pastor Benjamin
Ulledalen, Associate Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church in Mount Pleasant, Michigan, will be guest preacher for the
9:30 worship service.  He also serves as campus pastor at Christ The King Lutheran Chapel—a building privately
owned by the Michigan District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, yet situated right in the heart of the cam-
pus of Central Michigan University.  He and his wife Paige have been married since
November 2013, and they have a 15 month old son, Benjamin Jr.  Pastor Ulledalen was
born and raised in Billings Montana, where he earned a bachelor’s in history at Montana
State University—Billings.  From there he attended Concordia Theological Seminary in
Fort Wayne, Indiana.  He met Paige there while she was at the time studying in the dea-
coness program.  Pastor Ulledalen served as vicar at St. John Lutheran Church in
Wheaton, Illinois.  His interests include gardening, bird watching, walks, hikes, and the
writings of G.K. Chesterton and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.  Following the worship serv-
ice, Pastor Ulledalen will make a presentation sharing his ministry as well as answer
questions from those attending.  He will talk about life as a Christian student on a cam-
pus.  Several students from CMU will accompany Pastor Ulledahlen. 

Everyone is welcome,
Steve Bagnall
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Pastor Ulledalen

Pastor’s Corner

Good Shepherd Lutheran to host guest pastor 
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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Or Marty at 989-550-3400
Or email your items to:    

osentoskirealtyco@frontier.com
Fax: 989-872-4378

NOW TAKING 
CONSIGNMENTS

FOR APRIL 9TH 
SPRING SALE

Located at the corner of Van Dyke & Pringle Rd., Cass City

Contact us at 989-872-4377
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Hills & Dales General Hospital 
proudly thanks our Physicians on National Doctor’s Day 

for the excellent quality care they provide.
Doctor’s Day is March 30

John Bitner, MD 
Cass City Medical Practice

Candelaria Castaneda, MD 
Ubly Medical Clinic

Robert Chadwick, DO 
Emergency Room Physician

Scott Greib, MD 
Emergency Room Physician

Richard Hall, DO 
Cass City Medical Practice

Melanie Kramer-Harrington, MD 
Kingston Family Practice 

Family HealthCare of Cass City

Christopher Kreiner, MD 
Emergency Room Physician

Richard Moyer, DO 
Hills & Dales Orthopedic Clinic Francis Ozim, MD 

Hills & Dales General Surgery

Donald H. Robbins, Jr. DO 
Cass City Family Practice

Nancy Wade, MD 
Thumb Pediatrics

Surendra Raythatha, MD 
Cass City Family Practice
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IT’S BEEN A soggy spring so far in the Thumb, but area residents were treat-

ed to a beautiful rainbow just before sunset following a dreary Thursday.

A new Baker College initiative is increasing emphasis on giving Michigan
high school students a running start on their college education.

Under the program, called Running  Start, students earn college credit, at
no cost to them, and graduate high school ready for college, careers and
community.  Running Start bundles state-sanctioned programs that allow
high school students to earn college credit — early/middle college, direct
credit, dual enrollment and articulation — under one umbrella.

“This change is in response to the considerable increase in the number of
secondary school administrators interested in college-credit programs for
their students,” said Bart Daig, Ph.D., Baker College System president and
CEO. “Our goal with Running Start is to make it easy for administrators to
sign up and implement the programs they select.
“As a private, not-for-profit organization, Baker College can be highly flex-

ible. We can quickly adapt and tailor a program to meet the need of an indi-
vidual school district,” Daig added.

Baker College has eight early/middle school colleges operational through
its campuses in Auburn Hills, Cadillac, Flint, Jackson and Owosso. That
number will likely double during the next few months.

Enrollment in Baker College’s direct credit program is also increasing. An
example is the program through Baker College of Cadillac. In 2011, approx-
imately 200 students were participating; today nearly 1,100 in the same area
are earning college credit in high school. 

The students save hundreds of dollars in tuition and other college costs in
Running Start programs because the courses are subsidized by the sponsor-
ing school districts. Credits earned through the programs may also shorten
the time required to complete the students’ college education beyond high
school.
Another benefit is increasing college readiness, according to Peni Aldrich,

Ph.D., director of Running Start.
“High school students introduced to the challenges of college have the sup-

port of high school and college resources,” she said. “They will be better
prepared to succeed in college after high school.”

The Running Start programs are:
*Early/middle college is a five-year high school program in which students

can earn a high school diploma and substantial college credit – up to 60 cred-
it hours, even an associate degree.
*Direct credit offers Baker College courses at a high school, technical cen-

ter or site other than a Baker College campus. These courses may count for
high school or college credit, or both.

*Dual enrollment allows students to take high school courses at their
school and college courses at a Baker College campus. 

*Articulation provides college credit for students who demonstrate skills
and competencies learned in designated high school courses in which they
received a grade B or better at participating schools and enter Baker College
within two years of course completion.

“Secondary school administrators are interested in these programs because
they understand that earning a postsecondary credential, whether it’s a cer-
tificate or doctorate or anything in between, is required in today’s knowl-
edge-based economy,” Aldrich said.

“Our Running Start programs provide higher education that’s definitely
affordable for more students. When the students gain confidence that they
can succeed in college, they will more likely pursue higher education fol-
lowing high school.”
Aldrich said a big part of the success of these programs lies in choosing stu-

dents capable of meeting the challenges.  “Selecting students who can han-
dle college curricula is key,” she added. “It is rigorous; these are college
courses.”
More information about Baker College programs that offer high school stu-

dents a running start on their college education is available by visiting the
website www.baker.edu/runningstart. Students should contact their high
school counselor. 

Baker program gives students
a jump on college education


