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ROGER AND JOANN Adams visit with then-

22-month-old Madisyn Hartel, daughter of

Miranda and Brad Hartel, during Cass City’s

Christmas in the Village Community Gathering

last December at the local VFW hall.  Co-work-

ers and friends plan to host a benefit spaghetti

dinner for Roger Adams Saturday, March 5,

from 4 to 7 p.m. at the VFW hall in Sandusky.

WORLD WAR II veteran Bob Stickle of Cass City was recently invited to Bill

Hartzell’s class at Cass City Junior-Senior High School to share his experi-

ences as a soldier during D-Day.  The class is an elective in which students

view films with historical themes and then conduct their own research in an

effort separate fact from Hollywood fiction.

D-Day memories
Retired Cass City educator, World War II vet Bob
Stickle shares invasion memories with students 

HDC looking for area

homes needing repairs

Michigan health officials
confirm case of Zika virus

Michigan health officials have identified the first confirmed case of Zika
virus in a Michigan resident.

The patient, a female resident from Ingham County, contracted the virus
while traveling in a country where Zika virus is being transmitted, accord-
ing officials, who noted the patient is not pregnant and experienced symp-
toms consistent with Zika virus disease shortly after her return to Michigan. 

Zika virus is spread to people primarily through the bite of an infected
Aedes aegypti mosquito.  These mosquitoes are not found in Michigan, but
are widespread in tropical and subtropical areas.
The most common symptoms are fever, rash, joint pain and red, itchy eyes.

Symptoms are typically mild and last several days to a week.  Many people
who are infected will not experience any symptoms.
There have been rare reported cases of Guillain-Barre syndrome following

Zika virus infection.  There have also been rare reports of sexual transmis-
sion of Zika virus infection. There is no vaccine to prevent or medicine to
treat Zika virus infection.

“This is the time of year when many Michigan residents are traveling to
Please turn to page 16.

Adams battling

cancer; benefit

slated Saturday

in Sanilac Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

His family and friends know him
as Roger Adams, dad and grandpa,
but hundreds of youngsters know
he’s really Santa Claus.

And Adams, of Ruth, never dis-
appoints, with his signature white
beard, broad smile, trademark red
and white coat and hat and, of
course, Mrs. Claus (family and
friends also know her as Joann
Adams) at his side.  Even without
his “working clothes”, youngsters
flock to him – in restaurants, dur-
ing shopping trips, even while
vacationing in California.

It’s a tradition the Adams have
enjoyed sharing with others for
years, but the Christmas of 2015
took a frightening turn for the cou-
ple and their family when Roger
was diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer in December.

Co-workers and friends have
Please turn to page 8.

4-H, Extension
services on line
in March 8 vote

$6 million school bond
vote slated in Kingston

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Tuesday, March 8, presidential primary election will feature a pair of
local ballot measures in the Kingston Community School District, where
officials will be asking voters to approve a $6 million bond issue to fund a
myriad of what school officials say are long-overdue building and equip-
ment upgrades ranging from technology needs to roof replacement.

In addition, voters will be asked to renew the school’s 18-mill non-home-
stead operating tax levy for another 10 years.  This levy has been in place
since Proposal A was passed in 1994.  The tax impacts only non-homestead
property, such as industrial, commercial and second homes.  State law
requires every school district to levy the tax or lose a significant portion of
their state funding.

The bond issue, meanwhile, would generate an estimated $6,010,000 and
be paid back over a period of 20 years.

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The future of MSU Extension serv-
ices in Tuscola County, including 4-
H programs that annually impact
hundreds of youths, will be on the
line when voters head to the polls to
cast their votes in the Tuesday,
March 8, presidential primary elec-
tion.

Residents are being asked to
approve a special tax of one-tenth of
a mill for the next six years.

The Tuscola County Board of

Commissioners, faced with a pro-
jected general fund budget deficit of
several hundred thousand dollars
over the next few years, approved
the vote last summer.  They also
passed a motion to continue finan-
cially supporting local Extension
programs until the election and –
presuming voters support the millage
– until tax revenue from the millage
is collected.

If approved, the tax would generate
an estimated $173,000 in the first
year.  The levy would cost the owner

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A group of Cass City Junior-Senior
High School students were recently
treated to a rare opportunity that is
becoming even rarer with each pass-
ing day: experiencing a slice of a
major World War II battle through
the eyes of a soldier who was there.

Bill Hartzell’s students met with
Cass City’s Bob Stickle in conjunc-
tion with a unit they’re studying on
the subject.

Stickle, a former longtime educator
who spent his entire 30-year career
with the Cass City Public Schools,
including serving as middle school
principal for 22 years, participated in
the Battle of Normandy more than
70 years ago.  The Normandy
Invasion, or D-Day, remains the
largest seaborne invasion in history,
involving nearly three million troops
crossing the English Channel from
England to Normandy in occupied
France.

The class that brought Stickle back
into a classroom is a new elective
suggested and taught by Hartzell on
history-based movies – in this case,
the 1998 American epic war film,

“Saving Private Ryan”, starring Tom
Hanks, Edward Burns, Matt Damon
and Tim Sizemore.

Stickle fought in both the European
and Pacific theatres during World
War II.
“I was a senior in high school when

I went into the military,” he told the
students, noting he entered the Army
and completed his basic training “in
a cornfield” in Illinois known as
Camp Ellis.

“I was 18 years old.  I was like
every other 18-year-old; you think
that you’re bullet-proof – it’s not
going to happen to you, it’s going to
happen to somebody else.  But, of
course, it does happen,” Stickle said.
“I was always impressed with how
well our troops handled…going into
action, seeing little fear.  I think that
says something about character.

“I was inducted into ‘limited serv-
ice’ (no combat),” he continued.
“When I finished basic training, lim-
ited service was eliminated; you
were either fit for duty or you went
home.”

Stickle was assigned to an Army
engineers unit that constructed
bridges and handled demolition jobs
such as clearing mine fields.  He said
the unit was sent overseas along with
many others as D-Day approached.
He pointed out his involvement in
the invasion came after the initial
assault, although he saw portions of
the battle unfold.  “The sky was liter-
ally filled with U.S. aircraft on
bombing runs,” he recalled.
“It (initial assault) was over and the

area was secured, but we still saw
dead bodies and so forth, which is
one of the things that will never
leave you,” said Stickle, one of about
only a half-dozen surviving World

War II veterans in Cass City today.
“The worst of it was over,” he

added.  “Our unit – we did suffer
some casualties from aircraft fire.”

Of course demolition work is dan-
gerous, too.  “If you’re trained prop-
erly and you use your head, it’s not
that dangerous,” Stickle told the stu-
dents.  “Well, there’s always fear, of
course.  It’s scary.”

Stickle, who also briefly talked
about the service medals and ribbons
he received, as well as topics such as
the rations fed to soldiers during
World War II, recalled the end of the
war in Europe and his subsequent
transfer to the Pacific Theatre of
Operation via a 60-day sea voyage.

“We were being prepped for the
planned invasion of Japan,” he
explained, noting that invasion
proved unnecessary after the United
States’ use of atomic warfare finally
prompted the Japanese to surrender.
“Was it worth it?  Yes, as far as I’m
concerned,” he said.

“Did it (war) change me?  Yes, def-
initely; I grew up considerably,”
Stickle told the students.  “You
change; it changes you as an individ-
ual.  My personal opinion is that it
improved me as an individual.”

At the same time, Stickle acknowl-
edged that change came at a tremen-
dous cost, not only in terms of ser-
vicemen wounded and killed, but
also among those who returned
home to face the effects of a disorder
without a name in that day – Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder.
“It obviously affected guys.  It was-

n’t (recognized) as it is now, but you
could see it,” Stickle said in response
to a student’s question on the subject.
“Even as limited as our contact was

Please turn to page 16.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Representatives from the Human Development Commission (HDC) were
on hand Monday during the Cass City Village Council’s regular monthly
meeting to discuss their search for homes in the area that are in need of
repairs.

HDC Housing Rehabilitation specialists Brian Neuville and Jeff Bliss told
the local trustees they are seeking houses in Tuscola, Huron, Sanilac and
Lapeer counties that will qualify for their Homeowner Rehabilitation
Program.

“We looking to do nine or 10 projects,” said Neuville, adding qualifying
homes must be located within the village limits and include the Tuscola
County target areas of Cass City, Caro and Vassar.

The Homeowner Rehabilitation Program offer assistance in the form of a
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CASS CITY fourth graders who will be representing the district in the 35th

annual Tuscola County Spelling Bee are (from left) Carter Patrick and

Braylon LeValley from Robin Beckrow’s class, Lance Britt and Ryan

Mellendorf from Cori Gniewek’s class, and Abby Stapleton and Natalie

Holdburg from Lisa Green’s class.  The county spelling bee is slated for

Thursday, March 3, at Mayville Elementary School.

Bartnik graduates from
Northwood University

TRAVELING CHRONICLE -

Above Mandi Bartnik poses

with an issue of the Cass City

Chronicle in front of the Eiffel

Tower in Paris, France.

Bartnik recently graduated

from Northwood University.

Mandi Ruth Bartnik, daughter of Dave & Shelly Bartnik of Deford, grad-
uated December 19th, 2015, from Northwood University, with a bachelor’s
degree in business administration in accounting, with a minor in
Management. She currently has an internship with Anderson Tuckey
Bernhardt & Doran, and is presently studying for the CPA.

Mandi also studied abroad her senior year in Europe. She studied in
London England & Paris France. She is a 2011 graduate of Cass City High
School. 
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Sweetening your grapes

Guest Author 
Kim Salerno

means Mother Nature is doing her job. Precipitation is
typically a good thing. Every living being – from a daisy
to an oak tree to a resident of California would tell you so. 
A flat tire can be fixed. No one is hurt and filling up the

gas is a lot less painful now than a year ago. You can pick
up the sick kid while rescuing the flat tire one. That’s a
twofer. And tonight at supper they will be home with you.
All under one roof. You don’t appreciate simple things
like that until they are gone.
Life. It can be overwhelming sometimes. It sure can. For

me this is most likely to happen in the wee hours of the
morning while I lie in bed thinking of my to-do list and
all the things that could go wrong with the upcoming day
or week or year or millennium.

It can be overwhelming sometimes. It is overwhelming
sometimes. But it doesn’t have to be. Not always. You get
to choose the fullness of your cup and the sweetness of
your grapes (or wine as the case may be). As long as you
realize you’re the one with the power to do so. 
I attempt to make mine full to the brim with a nice white

– preferably an oaky Chardonnay.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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Cast a “yes” vote
for county youth

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit
any and all copy for content and size restrictions.
Final editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle
management and staff.    Deadline for classified
advertising is Monday, noon and deadline for display
advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edi-
tion.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

You can’t buy much for $5 dollars these days, but in
Tuscola County, voters have the opportunity to invest in
hundreds of youngsters whose lives and futures are being
shaped by 4-H programs that instill in them a solid work
ethic, pride in a job well done, and a desire to give back to
their communities.

That $5 is what the owner of a home with a market value
of $100,000 would pay in additional taxes if the proposed
one-tenth of a mill to support MSU Extension programs
(including 4-H) in Tuscola County is approved during the
Tuesday, March 8, presidential primary election.

The special tax would be levied for the next six years,
generating $173,000 in the first year.
The decision to seek additional tax revenue came after the

Tuscola County Board of Commissioners, faced with a
projected general fund budget deficit of several hundred
thousand dollars over the next few years, opted to cut
funding for the county’s MSU Extension office – not
because commissioners don’t value Extension programs,
but because those programs are among a handful the
county is not required by the state to fund.

It should be noted that county officials agreed to contin-
ue funding Extension programs until voters had the oppor-
tunity to approve a millage and the tax begins to generate
revenue.

On paper, the consequences of turning down the millage
are cut and dried.

In a nutshell, the county’s MSU Extension Office would
close its doors.  There would be no more 4-H youth pro-
grams or any other Extension program services in the
county; no more local soil testing, insect identification or
plant disease identification, no more farm visits, no
research trials.

4-H volunteers and leaders, however, will tell you the
greatest impact will be on the county’s youth, who for
years have benefited from local 4-H programs that create
and nurture leadership skills, self-confidence and commu-
nity involvement – programs that help to keep them busy
with positive activities, and encourage them to contribute
to their hometowns.

Research backs up those claims.
For more than a decade, preeminent youth development

scholars, Drs. Richard M. Lerner and Jacqueline V.
Lerner, and a team at the Institute for Applied Research in
Youth Development at Tufts University, Medford, Mass.,
partnered with faculty at America’s land-grant colleges
and universities to conduct a study that began in 2002 and
was repeated for eight years, surveying more than 7,000
adolescents from diverse backgrounds across 42 U.S.
states. 

The study revealed that youth involved in 4-H programs
are four times more likely to make contributions to their
communities, two times more likely to be civically active,
two times more likely to make healthier choices, and two
times more likely to participate in science, engineering
and computer technology programs during out-of-school
time.

Jackie Garner, who serves as Tuscola County 4-H
Council president as well as treasurer of the Tuscola
County Fair Board, told county commissioners last sum-
mer that their investment in 4-H adds up to about 33 cents
per 4-Her when taking into account the investment
involved (roughly $140,000 annually) and the estimated
8,500 volunteer hours provided to the kids involved in the
program.

“It (4-H) serves 500 kids and it could serve a lot more,”
Garner said.  “It costs 33 cents a child to keep kids on the
straight and narrow.  It’s a pretty good deal.”

We couldn’t agree more, which is why we encourage all
county residents to invest in our children by voting “yes”
in support of the Tuscola County MSU Extension millage
next week.

It can seem overwhelming sometimes – this thing
called life. You awaken at 4:00 a.m. because it is a
“migraine day,” and roll over while trying not to move
your head, just hoping to get back to sleep for another
hour or two.

You discover the furnace needs repairs and the wash-
ing machine needs replacing – all in the same day. The
morning alarm didn’t go off and no one had time to
make coffee. You are out of ketchup and you’d planned
on having hamburgers for supper. There’s dog hair all
over the carpet and muddy cat paw prints across the
newly cleaned kitchen floor (and table, but I wouldn’t
admit to that publicly). The dining room table is cov-
ered in receipts and tax documents. It’s the first of the
month and bills are due and you can’t find the check-
book.

One kid claims he doesn’t have clean underwear
because the laundry is piled high because the washer
has been broken for a few days because it broke when
one of the other kids was doing a load and he or she
never thought to tell you.
Another of the kids calls. He has a flat tire. Again. Your

car is nearly out of gas so you have to fill up before you
can go rescue him. The school calls. Your kid threw up
in science class. Again. It is raining or snowing or
maybe probably both. The snow blower or the lawn
mower or maybe probably both are on the fritz. Again. 

You forgot to take your vitamins and only realize this
when you reach for the aspirin. Because you still have
that headache. 

Your day, your week, heck your life in general seeps
with potential for chaos and complaints. It can be over-
whelming sometimes. It can be. 

The furnace needs repairs and I am able to call a
repairperson and keep our house warm. The washing
machine needs replacing and I am able to go to the store
and order a new one. I have a coffee maker. It works
when I press a button.

A hamburger without ketchup is still a hamburger.
Plus, I can probably find a recipe for an interesting
sauce online. It’s practically why Pinterest was invent-
ed. 

Dog hair indicates a house that has the ability to love
and care for animals. Ditto that for the cat paw prints.
Pets give us an unconditional love like no other. Dogs
do, at least. Cats allow us to clean up their paw prints.

Receipts and tax documents mean we had jobs and
income during the previous year. We were able to pur-
chase food and pay the mortgage and live in our house
and be a family.

The bills are due. They aren’t overdue. 
A lack of clean clothes and washing machine doesn’t

prevent those clothes from being laundered. Teaching
kids how to hand wash items in a pinch is a valuable
skill. Besides clean underwear is over-rated. 

Having a snow blower and lawn mower means you
have somewhere to blow and mow. Rain and snow

Let’s spend $2 or $3
to help our children
Editor,

Sue and I raised a wonderful family in a wonderful
place named Tuscola County.

While our three girls were growing up, they were
involved in 4-H.  Volunteers spent hundreds of hours
teaching and guiding them to help them become the
great human beings they are today.
People such as Edie Izydorek and many others guided,

loved and taught them to be responsible, hard-working
people.

Today, that tradition continues, with leaders donating
their time and resources to help our children and grand-
children become responsible, caring adults.

Two 4-H leaders I know – there are dozens I do not
know – are Mark and Patricia Hansen.  Mark is an
extremely busy man who nevertheless finds time to
mentor and teach a 4-H group that competes nationally
in rocket competitions.

Mark and Patricia are not only teachers of the science
of rocketry, but show the kids love and kindness on their
journey to adulthood.  Our community is blessed to
have these people, and many 4-H leaders like them, to
show caring, kindness and compassion to the next gen-
eration(s).

In a time when we pay school administrators six-fig-
ure incomes “for the kids”, let’s find the extra $2 or $3
4-H needs to keep helping our children become citizens
we can be proud of.

Please vote “yes” for 4-H on March 8.

Jim Baughman 
Deford

The Parenting Awareness Coalition of Tuscola
County is hosting a FREE family fun night Thursday
in honor of Parenting Awareness Month.

The evening’s activities include a pizza dinner,
books, door prizes and magical entertainment. The
event will be held at the Tuscola Technology Center
in Caro from 6 to 7:30 pm.
Parenting Awareness Month is a Michigan initiative

to promote awareness, education, and resources –
through state outreach and local efforts – emphasiz-
ing the importance of effective parenting in nurtur-
ing children to become healthy, caring, and con-
tributing citizens. Call (989) 673-2144 (ext. 30325)
for details.

**********

Celebrating Tuscola’s Star Committee was estab-
lished in 2003 by the Community Foundation, the
Tuscola County Human Services Council and
Tuscola 2020, Inc.
The group will hold its 14th annual celebration

Thursday, April 21, starting at 7:30 a.m. at the
Tuscola Technology Center, located at 1401 Cleaver
Rd. in Caro.
While the gathering is weeks away, now is the time

to nominate individuals for consideration as this
year’s “Tuscola County Stars”. To do so, contact
Susan at (989) 550-8283 or email her at susan-
nawalker@gmail.com

**********

Did you know, in Michigan the 2014 fair market
rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom unit was $784?  To
afford rent and utilities, without paying more than 30
percent of income on housing, a family must earn
$31,368 yearly.
In Tuscola County, the 2014 FMR for a two-bed-

room unit was $637. To afford rent and utilities,
without paying more than 30 percent of income on
housing, a family must earn $2,123 monthly.

Finally, did you know the hourly wage needed for
a two-bedroom unit at 2014 FMR was $12.25 in
Tuscola County?
Well, now you do.

**********

Here’s some leap year trivia: 1) How many days
long is a leap year? 2) What year is the next leap
year? 3) If you were born on Feb. 29, on which day
would you celebrate your birthday during a non-leap
year when February only has 28 days? 4) If you were
born in 2004, your actual age may be 12, but what is
your leap year age? 5) Which famous ancient Roman
ruler introduced the first leap year back in 45 BC?
The answers are: 1) 366 days.  2) 2020.  3) Feb. 28th
or March 1.  4) There has been only one leap year
since 2004.  5) Julius Caesar.
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Hills and Dales’ “tailgate party” 
fundraiser generates $14,000-plus

The Hills and Dales Foundation
recently hosted its 17th annual
Winter Fundraising Event at
Northwood Meadows, raising more
than $14,000.

The gathering included a large raf-
fle, silent auction, 50/50 raffle, DJ,
costume contest and more.  “The
theme was a “tailgate party”, and the
community members had a blast
showing up in their favorite team
gear,” said Danielle Blaine, founda-
tion director and director of commu-
nity relations for Hills and Dales
General Hospital.

“The foundation had remarkable
support from the community, with
over 130 people in attendance,”
Blaine reported.  “They also received
numerous individual and business
sponsorships and donations.”

Winners of this year’s grand prize
and second prize were Dick Wallace
of Cass City and Carolyn Cary of

Saginaw. The 50/50 winner was
Dave Wohl, a staff member at Hills
and Dales. Other raffle winners
included Peggy Davidson, Jason
Bellor and Kathy Kerr.  
“This was such a fun event,” Blaine

said.  “The tailgate theme made for a
relaxed and entertaining evening. It
is always a nice way to break up the
winter.  We are truly blessed to have
such a supportive community and we
are already looking forward to next
year’s event.”
Hills and Dales Foundation officials

use the money raised from events
such as the annual Winter Fundraiser
toward purchases of new equipment
and/or updated technology for the
hospital.
The support and contributions to the

event makes a huge impact on the
efforts of the foundation, according
to event sponsor and Hills and Dales
General Hospital Board Chairman

Pat Curtis of Pat Curtis Chevrolet
Cadillac.

“I support this event and the Hills
and Dales Foundation because I
know what great services Hills and
Dales provides to our community,”
Curtis said.  “I’ve had the opportuni-
ty to learn more and more during my
time on the board of directors, and I
want other people to understand the
importance of Hills and Dales.

“This hospital provides quality care
in our backyard, with excellent
physicians and staff members; we
are blessed,” he added.  “I want to
help build awareness so everyone
knows how great Hills and Dales is.”   

For additional information about
the fundraise and other ways to sup-
port the Hills and Dales Foundation,
contact Blaine at (989) 912-6401 or
via email at
dblaine@hillsanddales.com.

Michigan Sugar acquires AmCane Sugar

Michigan Sugar Company officials
recently announced they have
acquired the assets of AmCane Sugar
LLC, a cane sugar refiner and spe-
cialty sugar manufacturer based in
Taylor.

The addition of AmCane will
broaden Michigan Sugar’s product
offerings and allow it to meet its cus-
tomers’ requirements for a variety of
specialty products and organic sug-
ars, according to Michigan Sugar
President and CEO Mark
Flegenheimer.
AmCane’s refinery in Taylor and its

packaging and blending operation in
Toledo, Ohio, is expected to increase
Michigan Sugar’s revenues by more
than $60 million and increase its
sugar sales volumes by nearly 15
percent.

Flegenheimer said AmCane
employs 100 workers at its com-
bined facilities and refines a broad
line of specialized cane sugar prod-
ucts, including liquid sucrose, VLC
liquid sugar, evaporated cane juice,
large/coarse grain sugar, and boiled
brown sugar.

“Acquiring AmCane allows us to
expand our value-added offerings,”
Flegenheimer said.  “Adding cane
sugar products to our product lineup
will allow us to better serve our cus-
tomers while maintaining a keen
focus on value-enhanced products.”

David Rosenzweig, CEO of
AmCane, added, “We are delighted
to see AmCane join the Michigan
Sugar family.  Their strong financial
condition will provide AmCane the
needed resources to prosper for
many years.”

Michigan Sugar Company is a

cooperative owned by over 1,000
sugarbeet growers, employing 940
year-round employees and 1,450
seasonal workers. It generates over
one-half billion dollars in direct eco-
nomic activity annually in the local
communities in which it operates.

Michigan Sugar Company became
a cooperative in 2002, and Monitor
sugar beet growers and Monitor’s

Bay City factory joined the coopera-
tive in October 2004. Beginning with
the 2004 crop, a single, grower-
owned cooperative processed all
sugar produced in Michigan.

Michigan Sugar Company annually
produces nearly one billion pounds
of sugar under the Pioneer and Big
Chief brand names.



If you ever wondered what Santa was whispering to the dozens of
excited youngsters awaiting their turn on his lap during Cass City’s
annual Christmas in the Village Community Gathering last
December, I have it on good authority that he’s fond of encouraging
the kids to do the best they can.

It’s a simple piece of advice, one that Santa – his friends also know
him by the name of Roger Adams – figures will encourage children
to think a little more about giving and less about getting.

Adams knows a thing or two about that.  You see, while he was all
smiles, the regulation twinkle in his eye that cold night in Cass City
– and his bride, Joann, at his side — Adams must have felt the weight
of the cancer inside his body.
And, yet, he chose to give of himself, just as he has in Cass City and

across the Thumb for the past several years.
It couldn’t have been easy, and you can hear a certain sadness in

Adams’ voice when he mentions he and Joann were forced to cancel
a few appearances towards the end of the holiday.

Adams was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in December.  The
devastating disease has robbed him of the energy he once knew, forc-
ing him to leave his “off-season” job as a case manager and social
worker for Sanilac County Mental Health.

Co-workers have organized a spaghetti dinner fundraiser for the
Adams, who reside “up north” near Ruth.  The event is slated for
Saturday, March 5, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the VFW hall in Sandusky
(850 S. Sandusky Rd).  The event will include raffles and a bake sale.
More information is available by calling (810) 404-7930.

Although cancer has turned the Adams’ lives upside down, memo-
ries of their work as Santa and Mrs. Claus still bring smiles to their
faces, and Christmas in the Village has always been a highlight due
to the crowds the gathering draws – literally hundreds of youngsters
flock to the local VFW hall after watching Santa arrive via fire truck
during the annual Lighted Christmas Parade down Main Street.
Roger has also brought his special brand of Christmas cheer to much

smaller audiences, sometimes just one family at a time.  Even when
he isn’t dressed in his familiar red and white suit, he’s frequently
found himself the center of attention among kids – in restaurants,
while shopping, even at the beach – who are certain they’ve spotted
the Jolly Old Elf in the off-season.

Roger knows the kids are watching and has always been careful not
to disappoint, welcoming the attention and doing his best to keep his
own brand of Christmas magic alive for them.

It’s a dedication shared by Joann, who has expressed some concern
about publicity over the upcoming fundraiser, and how news of her
husband’s illness might affect his biggest fans: the children.

Even during this most difficult time, the Adams think about giving,
I suppose because the couple have never limited their Christmas spir-
it to just a few weeks at the end of the year.

Hopefully, the rest of us – moms and dads included – will follow
their example.

I’m sure the Clauses – both Roger and Joann – appreciate every
word and note of encouragement they’ve received since Roger’s
diagnosis.  I have no doubt they would welcome more, and it’s cer-
tain they could use any sort of financial gift area residents could send
their way.

Maybe we could all say a prayer for Santa and his loving wife, too,
and keep them in our thoughts.

The way I figure it, that’s the best we can do.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Let’s do the
best we can
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Hailey Belle Weeks was born at Mt.
Clemens Regional Hospital Jan. 20,
2011. She weighed 10 pounds, 3
ounces and was 21” long. Hailey is
the daughter of Steve and Sandra
(Frank) Weeks of Washington, Mich.
Her grandparents are George and
Beverly Frank of Cass City, and
Patricia and the late Howard Weeks
of Florida.

Michigan Technological University
has recently announced the dean’s
list for the fall 2010 semester. To be
included, students must achieve
grade point averages of 3.5 or high-
er. Among the honorees is Tyler
Tomlinson of Cass City, a civil engi-
neering major. Michigan
Technological University (mtu.edu)
is a leading public research universi-
ty developing new technologies and
preparing students to create the
future for a prosperous and sustain-
able world.

Victoria Wright has been named
Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
February. Wright has been attending
the Huron Area Technical Center as a
student in the Hospitality/Food
Service Program for the past 2 years.
Her training has also expanded in the
field as she is an aide to the cafeteria
staff at Owen-Gage. Wright was
nominated to represent her class as a
queen candidate for the school’s
2011 snowball festivities. She
attends S.M.A.S.H. weekly — a
youth group sponsored by the
River’s Edge Ministries. In her spare
time, she babysits, enjoys swim-
ming, and spending time with friends
and her 2 dogs. The daughter of
Sharlene Wright and Cliff Rose of
Cass City, Wright plans to attend col-
lege, but her major is undecided at
this time. 

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Winter royalty was crowned at both
Cass City and Owen-Gage high
schools over the past week. Dustin
Bader and Nicole Froede were
named Snowcoming king and queen
last week, in Cass City, while Barbie
Littlepage and Trace Lopez were
crowned Owen-Gage’s Snowball
king and queen Friday night. 

Sandy Parks knows the students in
her first and second grade class at
Owen-Gage Elementary School
don’t often pay attention to weather
reports. Parks was awarded $286
from DTE-Mini-Grants, the grant
will be used to purchase and install a
weather station at the school. The
station, which will be linked to a
computer in the school, is designed
to display wind speed and direction,
rainfall, humidity, temperature and
barometric pressure. 

Three area residents were recently
named to the dean’s list at Grand
Valley State University. They are:
Carrie M. Hillaker and Jessica L.
Nicol, both of Cass City and Erin
Lorencz of Owendale. To be named
to the dean’s list, a student must
maintain a minimum 3.5 grade point
average while enrolled in at least 12
credit hours of coursework. 

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Frank
announce the birth of a baby girl, 6
pound, 4 ounce Cassady at Huron
Memorial Hospital, Bad Axe, Feb.
23. She has a brother, Grant, 7, at
home. Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Bernard Wutzke and Mr. and
Mrs. George Frank. Great-grand-
mother is Mrs. Marion McClorey.
Dean M. Whittaker of Cass City has

been named to the academic honors
list at Spring Arbor College for out-
standing academic achievement dur-
ing the fall semester of 1990.
Whittaker, who earned a 4.0 semes-
ter grade point average, is a junior at
the college, majoring in economics.
He is the son of Wayne and Evelyn
Whittaker, 4968 N. Van Dyke Rd.
The academic honors list is pub-
lished each semester and consists of
all students who earn a grade point
average of 3.5 or above on a 4.0
scale.

Gary Mills, of Cass City, was pre-
sented with a $410 mini-grant last
month by Nancy Halifax of Detroit
Edison; James D. Mapes, HISD
superintendent; Charles Dumas,
HISD vocational education director;
Richard Holdship, Huron Area Skill
Center principal, and Linda Zibbel,
HISD gifted and talented program
coordinator. The grant will allow his
architecture students to design and
build a scale model solar home.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Several family members visited Mr.
and Mrs. Vern McConnell last week
end to celebrate Mr. McConnell’s
birthday, which would have been

Feb. 29. Saturday evening guests
were Mr. and Mrs. Charles
McConnell and family of Caro, Mr.
and Mrs. Bob Speirs and Mr. and
Mrs. Skip Speirs. Visitors Sunday
afternoon were Mr. and Mrs.
Norman Blue and family of
Millington, Mr. and Mrs. John Luana
and children of Deford, Mr. and Mrs.
Ron Speirs and children, Mr. and
Mrs. Dave Speirs and Brad, Becky
Speirs and Mr. and Mrs. Stan
Guinther. Mrs. McConnell served
birthday cake and ice cream.

Ubly High School has announced
its honor students from the class of
1981. Karen Ann O’Parka, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Chester O’Parka Jr.,
Parisville, is valedictorian. Dawn
Marie Pulcer, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Bernard Pulcer, of rural Ubly, is
salutatorian.

Juana Flores, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Flores of Owendale,
was recently chosen as student of the
month for January at Owendale-
Gagetown High School. Miss Flores,
a senior at the school, is currently
serving as president of National
Honor Society and will graduate in
the top ten of her class. She is secre-
tary of the senior class, was president
of her freshman and sophomore
classes and secretary of her junior
class. Miss Flores was in the band in
two of her high school years, has
been in dramatics her freshman, jun-
ior and senior years, and participated
in the softball and basketball pro-
grams in her freshman year. She
recently completed her term as editor
of the Bulldog school annual, Miss
Flores plans to attend Grand Valley
State College next year.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Sherril Thane, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Willis J. Thane of Cass City,
has been named to the dean’s list and
cumulative achievement honors at
Huntington College, Huntington,
Ind. To be eligible for the dean’s list,
a student must enroll in at least three
courses and achieve a grade point
average of 10.5 or higher on a 12
point scale. To be eligible for cumu-
lative achievement honors, a student
must have earned a cumulative grade
point average of 10.2 or above and
completed at least 16 courses, carry-
ing a load of eight courses a year.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Loomis of Cass
City announce the engagement of
their daughter, Debra, to Henry A.
Cooklin, son of Toshiko Chii and
Alfred Cooklin of Deford.

A 90th birthday celebration in
honor of Mrs. Fred Palmateer of
Rochester was held recently at her
home by family members. The for-
mer Amy Wentworth is a native of
Cass City. She and Fred Palmateer
were married in Sandusky. The cou-
ple has two daughters, Maxine Acre
of Royal Oak, Mich., and Ruby
Biddle of Cass City; two sons,
Stanley and Arnold, both of
Rochester, and three grandchildren.
She is the sister of Mrs. William
Patch of Cass City. Mrs. Palmateer
celebrated her 90th birthday Dec. 17.

Mrs. Phyllis Root of Gagetown and
Mrs. Liz Taylor of Kingston have
been honored by the Michigan
Cystic Fibrosis Chapter for their
efforts on behalf of lung-damaged
children. The C-F Foundation annu-
ally presents such awards to their
key volunteers throughout Michigan
who have dedicated thousands of
hours to organizing and conducting
programs of public education and
fund-raising, State Campaign
Chairman Gene Riley said.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)

Lynn Atwell streaked to a second
place win in the mile-long down hill
races in competition Saturday and
Sunday at Lutsen, Minn., and picked
up third place medals in the Slalom
and Giant Slalom. Racing in the
over-all category at the 12-state divi-
sional meet, a bad break in starting
position forced the young skier to
race in 54th position instead of the
seventh place post she had earned
through earlier wins and was
believed to have affected her show-
ing. Lynn has been a consistent win-
ner at the divisional meet which she
has attended for the past three years.
Next on the docket for the 13-year-
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stuart
Atwell, of Cass City is the Thunder
Mountain Open, near Boyne Falls
this week end. Competition there
will be open to all non-professional
skiers.

The Rev. Robert J. Searls, colum-
nist for the Chronicle, was honored
recently at a session of the Methodist
Camp Commission by being named
an honorary member of that body.
Searls has been a member of the
Commission for nearly 20 years, and
was an officer of the Commission for
part of that period. The motion read,
“Because of his continued interest

and past service to the Camp
Commission, it was voted to elect
the Reverend Robert J. Searls an
honorary member of the
Commission.” In recent years Searls
has limited his work for the
Commission to writing about the
camps, and in writing the commen-
tary on the Commission film strips.

Mrs. Brewster Shaw and Mrs.
Orion Cardew attended the planning
committee dinner with meetings fol-
lowing at Bridgeport Tuesday for the
Michigan Education Association
Teachers Conference to be held next
Oct. 27 and 28 at Saginaw. Mrs.
Shaw is chairmen of the Foreign
Languages and Mrs. Cardew is
Chairman of the Later Elementary
Reading.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

A quiet wedding was solemnized at
10:00 a. m. Tuesday, February 25,
when Miss Gladys Marie Dickinson,
daughter of Harold Dickinson,
became the bride of Clifford
Robinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira
Robinson, of Ubly. The wedding
took place in the Methodist parson-
age at Ubly, Rev. Clifton Scott, pas-
tor, reading the service. They were
attended by Miss Florence Harrison
of Cass City and Ira Robinson, Jr.,
brother of the groom, of Ubly. A
wedding dinner was served the
bridal party and the immediate fami-
lies in the Robinson home at noon
and a reception was held that
evening in the Masonic Hall at Ubly
when about 175 relatives and friends
were present. Dancing and cards
were enjoyed and refreshments were
served. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson
received many gifts. Among the
guests were the grandparents of both
bride and groom, Mr. and Mrs. L. E.
Dickinson, of Cass City and Mr. and
Mrs. John Robinson, of Ubly.

Warren T. Schenck, one of the pio-
neer settler of this community, cele-
brated his 94th birth anniversary on
Tuesday, March 4. Mr. Schenck fails
to register in looks or actions his
advanced years and can easily pass
for a man many years younger.
Although his eyesight and hearing
are not as keen as they were a few
years ago, his general health is quite
good. Even though the icy walks and
cold weather kept many younger
people indoors on Tuesday, Mr.
Schenck enjoyed a walk from his
home to the Wood Drug Store and
return, a distance of six blocks.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

“Billie” Bien, a member of the
Class of 1914 and prominently con-
nected with the football, basketball
and baseball activities during his
high school life at Cass City, is mak-
ing good as trainer and coach as well
as instructor at the Matchwood,
Michigan, schools. In a recent bas-
ketball game between Bergland and
Matchwood the latter was victorious
in a 19-40 score. “The Bergland boys
played a good game,” says the
Cloverland Press, “but the newly
organized team of Matchwood, with
their trainer and coach, Prof. Bien,
outclassed them in every move of the
game.”

Miss Barbara Brown of Rodney,
Ontario, and G. J. Copland of this
place were united, in marriage on
Wednesday, March 1, at the home of
the bride’s sister, Mrs. A. E Goodall.
Bruce Brown, brother of the bride,
gave her away and Miss Frances
Goodall and Charles Copland stood
up with the happy couple. The cere-
mony was performed by Roy.
Hamblin and the wedding march
played by Mrs. Henly of Kingston.
Fred Smith sang a solo, “Blest Be the
Tie That Binds” after which a dinner
was served and the guests tendered
their congratulations. The bride was
dressed in light blue silk with tunic
of overlace trimmed with blue
marabout and the bridesmaids in
white and blue. 

When Mrs. C.H. Seeley of
Elmwood township was preparing
breakfast for her husband Friday
morning, she was greatly surprised
when she broke a large egg to see a
small one, perfectly formed, roll out
of the large shell. Double-yolked
eggs were not uncommon at the
Seeley farm, but one of this variety
was a curiosity to the family and
community. The “parent” egg meas-
ured 7 by 8 1/2 inches around and the
white of an egg lay between the inner
and outer shells. The “baby” egg
contained both yolk and white, had a
hard shell and appeared mature in
every particular. It was the size of
any ordinary hen’s egg. 

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.
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Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans
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Older homes sought for
rehabilitation program

Continued from page one.

Millage renewals,
new requests set 
in Sanilac County

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County voters will decide a number of special millage requests or
renewals during the Tuesday, March 8, presidential primary election.

Among them is a request for .2 of a mill to equip and operate a veterans
service office to provide support and assistance to veterans through a coun-
ty department of veterans affairs.

If approved, the mill tax would be levied for six years, through 2021, gen-
erating roughly $300,000 in the first year.  A portion of the millage may be
captured by local Tax Increment Finance authorities, Brownfield
Redevelopment authorities and downtown development authorities.
For the owner of a home with a market value of $50,000 (SEV of $25,000),

the levy would cost $5 more in taxes annually.  The owner of a $100,000
home would pay an extra $10.
Another proposed new millage would pay for county-wide recycling serv-

ices.  The requested tax is .15 of a mill for four years and would generate an
estimated $230,000 in the first year.

The levy translates into an additional $3.75 in taxes for the owner of
$50,000 home and an extra $6 for the owner of an $80,000 home. 

Sanilac County officials are also asking voters to approve a pair of millage
renewals, including .2 of a mill for four years, through 2019, to fund med-
ical control emergency services.  The revenue is used to support coordina-
tion of ambulance and emergency services, advanced training of emergency
medical personnel, physician supervision and ambulance-life support equip-
ment, as well as to support community ambulance services under the direc-
tion and supervision of the Sanilac Medical Control Board.

The other renewal is .2 of a mill for the Sanilac County Medical Care
Facility.  If approved, the tax would be levied for six more years, generating
about $300,000 in the first year.

Argyle Township

In addition, the primary ballot features three measures in Argyle Township,
where voters will be asked to approve an ordinance amendment to establish
a Wind Energy-Overlay District in the township.  The Argyle Township
Board last summer adopted the amendment, which would allow for the
development of utility grid wind energy systems in the township.
Also on the ballot are two millage renewal requests.
The township’s one-mill fire protection tax expired Dec. 31.  Officials are

asking for renewal for four years to continue funding the fire department,
including the purchase and maintenance of equipment.  The tax levy raises
about $23,300 annually, costing the owner of a $50,000 home roughly $25
a year.

Township residents are also being asked to renew a two-mill millage for
roads that will expire at the end of 2016.  The tax would be levied for anoth-
er four years, generating about $46,500 annually to fund road construction,
improvements and maintenance.  The levy translates into $50 in taxes for the
owner of a $50,000 home.

Moore Township

In Moore Township, residents face a millage renewal request of their own.
The proposed renewal of two mills is for 4 years, through 2020, for repair,

maintenance and construction of roads in the township.  The levy would
raise an estimated $71,625 in the first year.
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zero-percent interest deferred loan to qualifying home owners, focusing on
health, safety, energy conservation, and handicap accessibly measures in the
structures.

New windows, new doors and siding, roof repairs, furnace, plumbing and
electrical issues are typical projects the Homeowner Rehabilitation Program
addresses, according to Neuville, who says homeowners are required to con-
tribute money to the project based on their annual income.

“Homeowners’ contributions must be made directly to the contractor at the
time of the pre-construction meeting,” he noted.

Other criteria for obtaining a Homeowner Rehabilitation Program loan
include: 
*The home must be your permanent residence and you must have owned it
for at least one year, by means of a mortgage or recorded land contract.
*The home must be 20 years old or older.
*All property taxes, homeowner’s insurance and mortgage must be paid and
up to date.
*Homes constructed prior to 1978 are required to have a risk
assessment/paint inspection (for lead-based paint) at the homeowner’s
expense.
*An HQS Inspection of the home will determine what repairs will be done.

After the repairs are approved, a lien is recorded on the property and will
remain until it is sold, refinanced, the title is transferred, or the original
owner no longer lives in the home, at which time the loan would have to be
repaid,” explained Neuville.

Interested home owners are asked to contact HDC’s Tuscola County office
at (989) 673-4121 or toll-free at 1-800-843-6394 for more details.

THE HEIST

In other business Monday, Village Manager Peter Cristiano reported on
what he called “The Great Revenue Sharing Heist”.
“Michigan Municipal League (MML) officials have notified Cass City and

other communities in the state that they have completed the study on how
the state of Michigan has balanced its own budget on the backs of its munic-
ipal partners for over a decade,” he said.

Federal money that was once distributed directly to local municipalities
now must filter through the state office before allocating funds to communi-
ties, Cristiano explained, noting state share revenues have decrease from a
high of $315,000 locally in 2003 to $233,000 in 2016.
“It’s complicated,” Cristiano said of the tax structure history. “The result of

the new policy impacts public safety, quality of life, and economic compet-
itiveness everywhere in Michigan.

“To us in Cass City, the policy means less dollars to provide quality serv-
ices. Having said this, Cass City will continue to be a community with qual-
ity services for the public.”

$4.00$4.50$5.00
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School Supt. Matt Drake said the
request, if approved, would initially
increase the district’s tax rate by just
over three mills, from 5.62 to 8.72
mills, then gradually begin to fall
after four years.  Projections call for
the rate to drop below five mills by
2028 as school officials pay off
existing debt, he noted.

For the owner of a home with a
market value of $100,000 —
$50,000 in state equalized valuation
(SEV) — the bond issue would cost
an additional $155 annually.

According to Drake, the proposed
slate of improvements was whittled
down from a “wish list” totaling
some $10 million in upgrades.

Residents will find that the pared-
down list is composed of needs – not
wants, he said.  “There’s no fancy
glass atrium as you walk into the
school, no heated bus washing area,”
he added.  “We know $6 million is a
lot of money, (but) we have a very
depleted infrastructure – a lot of very
old things,” said Drake, now in his
third year as Kingston superinten-
dent.

Among the items needing attention
are the elementary and high school
roofs, which need to be replaced.
Some existing roof sections are 20
years old or older, and sections have
already failed, causing interior water
damage, according to school offi-

of a home with a market value of
$100,000 about $5 more a year in
taxes, and the revenue would be used
to pay for not only 4-H programs,
but also a host of professional agri-
culture services and nutrition pro-
grams provided through the
Extension office in Caro.
“(This millage) is so very important

to the agricultural community we
live in,” said Jackie Garner, who
serves as Tuscola County 4-H
Council president as well as treasur-
er of the county fair board.
“MSUE has a value that many don’t

realize, and I encourage everyone to
educate themselves on the impact
that their programming, adminis-
tered through that office, has.  They
may not see it in their everyday lives,
but it is there in the background,”
added Garner, who is also a member
of the “Friends of MSUE”, a group
headed up by Caro area resident
Mike Joslyn that has been promoting
passage of the millage.

“As a 4-H leader and fair board
member, I think the public needs to
understand that even though the
Tuscola County Fair and the 4-H
program are two very separate enti-
ties, one would not succeed without
the other,” Garner said.  “The gener-
al public that goes to enjoy the carni-
val and the grandstand shows and the
vendors, like Gibby’s Fries, probably
don’t realize that our 4-H families
are our strongest volunteer base.  

“I just can’t imagine living in
Tuscola County without the 4-H pro-
gram, and I’m not sure I would want
to.  The over 500 4-H kids who use
the Tuscola County Fair to showcase
their prize steer or baked apple pie or

Continued from page one.

4-H, Extension programs on the line
Thanksgiving turkey are depending
on us to vote ‘yes’ on March 8,” she
added.

BUDGET CONTRAINTS

According to Tuscola County
Controller/Administrator Mike
Hoagland, commissioners’ decision
to cut funding for the local Extension
office in the near future is the result
of multi-year financial planning
designed to ward off serious revenue
shortfalls.

“There’s reason for concern, and if
I had to point out a major one, it’s the
wind (farm tax) revenue,” Hoagland
said during an interview earlier this
year.  He explained the county fully
depends on the income generated by
the relatively new source of income.
However, he added, “What (tax rev-
enue) you get in year one, by year
10, it’s 30 percent” of that amount.

“We’re in our peak right now – our
general fund is picking up $950,000”
this year in wind farm tax revenue,”
Hoagland said.  “But by the year
2019, we’re projecting the gap – if
nothing is done – will be somewhere
around $900,000 between general
fund revenues and general fund
expenditures.  Other than wind, our
tax base is not growing; it’s flat.  You
see it in the (shrinking) population,
the school enrollments.”
As a result, Hoagland said commis-

sioners are being forced to look at
cutting services that are not mandat-
ed – the county’s MSU Extension
office included — no matter how
valuable they may be.
“No question – 4-H is a tremendous

program,” he said, “but we have to
manage the county effectively, and it
isn’t easy these days.”

Towards that end, county officials

sought and received voter support to
fund veterans services in an election
last year.  Officials are also focusing
on cutting labor costs through attri-
tion, and looking at ways to consoli-
date services with neighboring coun-
ties.

“We’ve done a lot of that, but it’s
called survival now,” Hoagland said.
“We’re trying to be fair, logical, rea-
sonable, and make it all work.”

Garner told commissioners in July
that their investment in 4-H adds up
to about 33 cents per 4-Her when
taking into account the investment
involved ($140,000 annually) and
the estimated 8,500 volunteer hours
provided to the kids involved the
program.

“It (4-H) serves 500 kids and it
could serve a lot more,” Garner said.
“It costs 33 cents a child to keep kids
on the straight and narrow.  It’s a
pretty good deal.”
And it’s a good investment, accord-

ing to Garner, who pointed out local
4-H programs create and nurture
leadership, self-confidence and com-
munity involvement among youth,
helps to keep them busy with posi-
tive activities, and encourages them
to give back locally.

“The county’s biggest problem is,
everybody’s packing up and going
somewhere else,” she said, adding
should the county’s extension office
close, kids will pursue their interest
in 4-H in other counties.
“We lost Big Brothers Big Sisters in

Tuscola County,” Garner said.  You
get rid of 4-H, and that’s the only
mentoring program we’ve got left.”
Area residents can learn more about

the Friends of MSUE by logging
onto the group’s Facebook page at
“Friends of MSU Extension and 4
H”.

Kingston voters to decide bond issue
Continued from page one. cials.

Also on the replacement list is the
district’s late 1960s-era boiler and an
antiquated 1,000-gallon hot water
tank.

The water tank served a purpose in
its time, back when students were
required to shower after gym classes,
Drake said, but school officials don’t
need anywhere near that capacity
now, and today’s equipment uses
energy on a demand-basis rather
than, for example, heating 1,000 gal-
lons of water then keeping it hot
24/7.

The Kingston High School gymna-
sium floor and bleachers would also
be replaced — both are original
equipment installed back in 1970s.
Another concern, according to
Drake, are asbestos tiles at the high
school.  The tiles themselves don’t
present a health risk, but dust from
the tiles as they disintegrate could,
and that’s what’s beginning to hap-
pen, he said.

“Our science labs are horrible,” he
continued.  “They’re original equip-
ment also.”

Roughly $237,000 in bond money
would be earmarked for technology
upgrades, the purchase of iPads and
other computer equipment for stu-
dent use, as well as installation of
“interactive white boards” – basical-
ly high tech projectors – in all ele-
mentary and high school classrooms.
School officials have already started

on that project using general fund
dollars.
The expansive list of improvements

includes replacement of windows
throughout the district, repairing
parking lots and sidewalks, and
updgrades to school security sys-
tems.  The girls’ locker room would
undergo a facelift, and nearby athlet-
ic field bleachers would be replaced.
School officials also hope to replace
an existing concession stand/public
restroom building with a new,
$355,000 facility.
“All of these (projects) will save the

district general fund money, moving
forward,” said Drake, who indicated
there won’t be a better time to tackle
the upgrades.

“Interest rates are as low as they’re
going to be.  There are construction
companies out there looking for
work,” he added.

Drake acknowledged there’s never
a good time to raise taxes, but he
pointed out school officials have
been good stewards of taxpayers’
dollars.

For starters, officials have already
used general fund money to take care
of a number of needs, including the
purchase of three school buses over
the past three years and $100,000
worth of upgrades to the district’s
climate control system.  District offi-
cials also invested in a tractor to take
care of snow plowing and mowing
chores.

At the same time, Kingston has a
significant fund balance, which
means school officials have been
able to avoid interest payments on
loans to make ends meet during the
brief period each year when state aid
payments are temporarily suspend-
ed.  It also means officials are ready
for unexpected financial emergen-
cies.

“We’ve maintained everything the
best we can,” Drake added.  “There’s
no doubt that the school district is
Kingston’s pride and joy, and our
staff is working hard with what we
have to do the best for our kids.

“This (bond issue) will set up the
district to be in excellent shape for
the next 12 to 20 years.”

State officials recently observed
Cardiac Death of the Young
Awareness (SCDY) Week as part of
the celebration of American Heart
Month in an effort to promote ways
to prevent death at a younger age due
to cardiac conditions.

“Cardiac arrest can happen at any
age, but is especially devastating
when this occurs in a young person,”
said Dr. Eden Wells, Chief Medical
Executive with the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS).

“By raising awareness and with
appropriate screening and care,
young people at risk can be identi-
fied and have longer, healthier
lives,” Wells added.  “Evaluating
family health history and heart
health are keys to identifying those
at risk and preventing sudden cardiac
death of the young.”
Every year, sudden cardiac death of

the young (SCDY) claims the lives
of more than 300 children and young
adults under the age of 40 in
Michigan.

SCDY is when a young, apparently
healthy person dies suddenly and
unexpectedly from a cardiac-related
condition or unexplained cause.
Often, a sudden cardiac event is the
first sign in a young person, and
therefore it is important to be pre-
pared for cardiac emergencies.
SCDY is sometimes caused by inher-
ited conditions.

The American Heart Association
(AHA) ‘Chain of Survival’ is vital to
increasing the chance of survival for

cardiac arrest victims. This includes
five steps: early recognition of a car-
diac arrest and calling 9-1-1; rapid
bystander response with hands-only
cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR); use of an automated external
defibrillator (AED); advanced life
support; and post cardiac care.

“When these unexpected events
occur, being prepared and a quick
response can save lives. In fact, the
chance of survival is higher when
CPR and the AED are used within
three minutes of the victim’s col-
lapse,” Wells said.

Michigan schools are now required
by state law to have a written cardiac
emergency response plan.  Michigan
schools can also receive an honorary
designation as a MI HEARTSafe
School by taking additional steps to
prepare for a cardiac event.

Since 2014, 162 Michigan schools
– including Cass City Junior-Senior
High School and Cass City
Elementary School — have been
recognized as a MI HEARTSafe
School by MDHHS, AHA, Michigan
Department of Education, Michigan
High School Athletic Association,
and Michigan Alliance for
Prevention of Sudden Cardiac
Death.

For additional details about MI
HEARTSafe Schools, or to apply to
become one, visit
www.migrc.org/miheartsafe. For
more information about SCDY pre-
vention in Michigan, visit
www.michigan.gov/scdy.

Cass City Schools among
cardiac prepared in state
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CASS CITY Elementary School fourth grader

Diana Cortez and Jay Larson, a high school junior,

are the most recent recipients of the coveted Red

Hawk Award of Excellence.

organized a spaghetti dinner benefit
for the Adams, with all proceeds
going to help the family with bills
and expenses.

The event is slated for Saturday,
March 5, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the
VFW hall in Sandusky (850 S.
Sandusky Rd.).  The cost is a dona-
tion to the family.  Take-outs will be
available.  The benefit will also fea-
ture raffles and a bake sale.
Anyone who is unable to attend but

would like to make a monetary dona-
tion can send a check or money order
payable to Joann Adams to: Roger
Adams Benefit, P.O. Box 164,
Sandusky, MI 48471.

More information is available by
calling (810) 404-7930 or by visiting
the Facebook page, Benefit Dinner
for Roger Adams.

Although Adams is in a battle for
his life, he enjoys talking about his
years as Santa, a role he took on in
2001.  The job has taken he and his
wife to gatherings – some as small as
individual families — throughout the
Thumb, including Sandusky and Bad
Axe.  For the past seven years, he’s
served as Cass City’s official Kris
Kringle — the star attraction in the
village’s annual Lighted Christmas
Parade and inside the Cass City
VFW hall afterwards as 200 or more
youngsters wait for their turn to
share their Christmas lists with him.

Adams battling
cancer; benefit
slated Saturday

Continued from page one.

“We end up doing 10 to 15 engage-
ments a year,” Adams recently com-
mented, adding he was asked to
become part of Cass City’s tradition
after the previous Santa retired.
“I’ve truly enjoyed it,” he said.  “I
guess it’s (Christmas in the Village)
the premium event for Mr. and Mrs.
Santa.”

Roger doesn’t hesitate when asked
what he enjoys most about portray-
ing the North Pole’s most famous
resident.

“The wonder in the kids’ eyes, the
thrill, the excitement of it,” he said.
“They just love being with Santa.

“The key is to always be positive,
even in the off hours, (because) even
when Santa is off duty, the kids are
watching, making their lists and
checking them twice,” Roger noted,
adding he encourages the kids to do
more than just read their Christmas
wish lists to him.  In fact, he chal-
lenges them to devote at least one
year to making a list of ways they
can give to others, rather than focus-
ing on what they will receive under
their Christmas tree.  “The real
meaning of Christmas is to give,” he
said.  “God so loved the world that
He gave.
“I tell them to do the best you can –

that’s what Santa wants you to do,
and if you do, Santa will do the best
he can,” added Roger, who also
draws their parents into the mix.  “I
tell them, ‘your moms and dads are
Santa’s number one helpers and they
look out for your best interest.”

Roger’s health forced he and Joann
to cancel a few appearances last
Christmas, but they didn’t disappoint
Cass City area youngsters.  And in
the process, Roger received a special
gift himself.

According to Joann, the couple’s
son and daughter-in-law drove from
Virginia to Cass City with their two
daughters, ages five and nine – a 13-
hour trip – so the kids could see their
grandfather in action.

“And they got there just in time for
the parade, and we snuck them into
the front of the line (to see him dur-
ing the community gathering),” she
said.  “They call him ‘Grandpa
Santa’, and, of course, we live ‘up
north’.”

According to Joann, Roger’s skills
and talents aren’t limited to making
children happy – for the past 14
years his “day job” has been working
as a case manager and social worker
for Sanilac County Mental Health.
“He’s a jack of all trades; he also
helps to fill in as a pastor at a small
church up by Gaylord,” she added.

But probably none of the hats he
wears are as satisfying as the soft red
cap with the white fur trim.

“He’s just so good at it (portraying
Santa).  The kids…are just so thrilled
to see Santa.  He’s got that twinkle in
his eye,” said Joann, who recalled a
trip to San Diego, Calif., when
Roger’s appearance on a beach drew
some delighted youngsters.

It’s a role he’s never tired of and
never considered to be work.

“It is a labor of love,” Roger said.
“I really, really enjoy it.”

Roger and Joann Adams

Cortez, Larson recipients
of coveted district award

The Cass City Board of Education
recently honored the latest recipients
of the district’s coveted Red Hawk
Award of Excellence.

They are Diana Cortez, a fourth
grade student and the daughter of
Rutilio Cortez-Sanchez and Rufina
Cervantes, and Jay Larson, a high
school junior and the son of Gwen
Larson and Vincent Tringali, Jr.

During the months of October,
December, February and April, each
school building staff is asked to
nominate students for the award in
order to recognize students for lead-
ership, service, outstanding behav-
ior, excellent academic performance,
being most improved or other
accomplishments in or outside of
school.

The nominees and their families are
then invited to attend a school board
meeting, during which teachers,
administrators and the board mem-
bers themselves congratulate each
winner and present them with a
maroon ribbon and certificate.

Nominating Cortes was her teacher,
Cori Gniewek, who described her as
“an exemplary student who can be
counted on to always do her best.
She is very detail oriented and self-
motivated, meeting or exceeding
expectations in the classroom.

“Hard work, discipline and respon-
sibility are a few of Diana’s many
qualities that make her a Red Hawk
student of excellence,” Gniewek
said.  “She follows directions care-
fully, asks questions when needed,
and participates in class discussions.
Diana also shows that she is depend-
able and self-disciplined by choosing
to do what is right, showing up pre-
pared for school, and by completing
her assignments accurately and on
time.

“Diana comes to school each day
with a smile on her face, ready to
meet each circumstance with a posi-
tive attitude,” she added.  “She is a
good friend to her peers and is will-
ing to help anyone in need.”

Larson was nominated by three
teachers: Stacee Markel, Kathy
Wright and Sean Zawilinski, who
recalled his arrival in the district as
an eighth grade student who was
quiet, shy and often less than focused
on school.

“Many times students have a learn-
ing curve in life, but as they grow
and mature, you see them figuring
out that curve and make strides by
leaps and bounds.  This is what hap-
pened with Jay,” said Zawilinski,
who penned Larson’s nomination
letter.

As a junior, Larson agreed to fill a
mentoring position that Wright was
looking to fill to help out another
student.  “(He) has done so cheerful-
ly, even on the most challenging
days with this student,” Zawilinski
said.  “Both Mrs. Wright and Mrs.
Markel agree that it has been a
delight to watch him become this
kind-hearted soul.”

Zawilinski, who noted Larson
always seemed to have a smile on his
face, recalled getting to know him in
her world history class.  “Every day
he would come in and place all of the
chairs at his table area on the floor.  I
complimented him for doing this.
And, again, he just smiled,” she said.
“One day another student came in
and helped Jay.  Then the student
would come in and challenge Jay to
a race to see who could get the most
chairs down.

“Then one day Jay didn’t come in
early to put down chairs, but the
other student did,” she continued.
“When Jay arrived, that student
‘teased’ Jay that he did them all and
that Jay Hadn’t done any.  Jay said
nothing but sat in his seat with no
smile.  I asked Jay what was wrong
and he told me he didn’t like the
(other) student coming in and that it
was annoying.  I explained to him
that the young man was wanting
Jay’s attention and didn’t know how
else to get it.  Jay hadn’t thought of it
that way,” said Zawilinski, who indi-
cated Larson didn’t seem to mind
after that.

She noted Larson was granted cer-
tain “modifications” when it came to
his test and assignment require-
ments, “but he never asked for any.
He has worked hard and earned an
A-minus for the first semester.

“Jay inspires good in others,
believes in himself and has made the
change to stay this way and be suc-
cessful,” Zawilinski added.  “We
believe in him, too.” 
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Please call
989-872-2121 to make your 

appointment today!!
4675 Hill Street

Cass City
www.hdghmi.org
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MICHIGAN RESIDENTS are used to frigid cold and a blanket of snow this

time of year, but even the coldest temperatures can’t take away from the

beauty of a sunrise from the “sunrise side”, and Thumb area residents who

are up with the sun have been treated to some really picturesque daybreaks

this winter.

Another gorgeous Michigan sunrise...

STICKLE, PICTURED above during a recent

meeting with Bill Hartzell’s students, isn’t unfamil-

iar with the local education system, having spent

his entire 30-year career with the Cass City Public

Schools as a teacher and, later, as middle school

principal for more than two decades.

(with combat), there was still a limited effect with all the guys,” he added.
“I think most guys did.  It’s traumatic.  It’s a hell of a thing, is what it is.
“It’s an experience that I wouldn’t recommend, but that I wouldn’t give up,

either,” Stickle told the class.  “It was a valuable experience to me, I think,
and to my country, I hope.”

Hartzell’s idea for the new movie-based history class was to introduce stu-
dents to historical events through a combination of Hollywood and good
old-fashioned research.

The goal? For students to separate fact from fiction and encourage think-
ing outside the box – away from textbooks – and in the process improve their
researching and writing skills.

So far, so good, according to Hartzell, a civics-economics and special edu-
cation teacher now in his 13th year on the staff at Cass City Junior-Senior
High School.
“I had a class similar to this in college, and that’s where I got the idea,” said

Hartzell, who acknowledged some students mistakenly figured the class
would be all about watching movies every day.

“I (told them) we’re going to research, we’re going to compare and con-
trast, we’re going to work with this.  And I lost a few kids,” he added.

Most stayed, however, and have explored movies such as “Glory’ and
Skyped with the Massachusetts Historical Society while digging into the
Civil War; and “The Pianist” and “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” during
a unit on the Holocaust that included a field trip to the Holocaust Memorial
Center near Detroit.

More recently, Hartzell’s students had the opportunity to participate in a
Skype meeting and interview with Cass City native and former Astronaut
Brewster Shaw at the conclusion of a study unit on Apollo 13.
For his part, Stickle left the students with some thoughts related to the close

bonds soldiers form when facing the risk of being injured or killed in battle.
“It’s a relationship like no other, to live with guys in hazard,” he said.  “You
get a closeness that doesn’t come normally.  I valued it – that camaraderie,”
he added.

“It’s a part of the service that you carry with you – one of the good parts.”

Continued from page one.

Bob Stickle recalls D-Day

warmer climates.  If you have plans
to travel to areas where Zika virus is
present, take precautions to prevent
mosquito bites.  If you are pregnant,

Continued from page one.

State confirms case of Zika virus
or may become pregnant, consider
postponing your trip,” said Dr. Eden
Wells, chief medical executive at the
Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS).

“Travelers to areas where Zika
virus is present should contact their
doctor if they experience symptoms
associated with Zika virus during
their trip, or within a week of their
return home,” Wells added.
Pregnant women are most at risk for

complications from the Zika virus.
Serious birth defects have been
reported in children born to women
who were infected with Zika virus
during pregnancy.  Scientists are
studying the connection between
Zika virus and poor birth outcomes.

Until more is known, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) is currently advising pregnant
women to avoid travel to countries
where Zika virus is circulating.  For
the most up-to-date information
about where Zika virus is found, visit
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/zi
ka-travel-information.

“For several weeks now, travelers
with potential exposure to Zika virus
have been returning home to the con-
tinental United States, with a few to
be later diagnosed,” said Linda S.
Vail, Ingham County health officer.
“Fortunately, Zika virus infection is

typically mild, and people recover
without incident,” Vail added.  “We
have known this was a possibility.
Health officials and providers have
been vigilant in following CDC
guidelines and are taking appropriate
precautions to test all travelers with
symptoms consistent with Zika virus
and all pregnant women who have
traveled to areas with Zika transmis-
sion.”

Prior to 2015, outbreaks of Zika
virus have occurred in Africa,
Southeast Asia, and the Pacific
Islands.  In May of 2015, Brazil
reported the first cases of Zika virus
in the Americas. The virus has since
spread to other countries and territo-
ries in South and Central America
and the Caribbean.

Although Zika is not currently
being spread by mosquitoes in the
continental United States, cases of
Zika virus have been reported in
returning travelers. The number of
Zika cases among travelers returning
to the United States are expected to
increase as the outbreak continues. 

For more information about Zika
virus, visit www.cdc.gov/zika.


